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News/Current Events 

Program: Feature Story News Producer: Feature Story News 

Air Date: Daily Monday-Friday Time: 8:00 AM, 12:00 PM, 5:00 PM (05:00)     

 

Feature Story News is a five-minute roundup of national and international news. WJCU airs 
these news roundups three times each weekday. 

 

COVID-19: Pregnancy During COVID 

Program: The Best of Our Knowledge Producer: WAMC 
Air Date: April 14, 2022 Time: 12:30 PM (30:00) 
    

The Best of Our Knowledge is a syndicated show that focuses on issues related to education.  

Pregnancy means big changes for a woman and her health. Pregnancy during a pandemic threw 
out all the rules. Today on the Best of Our Knowledge, what science knows and is still learning 
about COVID and maternity. We’ll also take another look at caring for trans students health, and 
spend an Academic Minute with your brain on Zoom. 

 

Diversity: Music as Escape  

Program: With Good Reason Producer: Virginia Foundation for the Humanities 
Air Date: April 26, 2022 Time: 12:30 PM (29:00) 
 

With Good Reason is a weekly, syndicated talk show that explores a wide range of topics with 
leading scholars.  

Formed in the mid 1960’s, The Soulmasters was an interracial soul band from Danville, VA. 
Jerry Wilson and John Irby were the two African-American lead singers, and the other 8 
members of the band were white. Producer Matt Darroch headed over to Danville to hear Jerry 
reflect on his three years in the band and what it was like touring the South during the height of 
segregation. And: No matter your background or where you're from, we all have that one song 
that eases our troubles and soothes the soul. Lisa Gilman says this ability to escape through 
music was a lifeline for American troops during the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 



 

Science: The Humans to Mars Summit 

Program: Planetary Radio Producer: Mat Kaplan, The Planetary Society 

Air Date: May 2, 2022 Time: 12:30 PM (28:50)      

 

Planetary Radio is a weekly series which provides discussions devoted to space exploration and 
the scientists, engineers, astronauts, and visionaries who lead it. This episode discusses the 
question of whether we need to send humans into space. This and other questions were explored 
by Martin Rees, Britain's Astronomer Royal, and astrophysicist/science author Don Goldsmith in 
their thought-provoking new book, "The End of Astronauts: Why Robots are the Future of 
Exploration." They presented their arguments in this week’s show. 

 

Health: Doctor-Patient Relationship  

Program: With Good Reason Producer: Virginia Foundation for the Humanities 
Air Date: May 3, 2022 Time: 12:30 PM (29:00) 
 

With Good Reason is a weekly, syndicated talk show that explores a wide range of topics with 
leading scholars.  

The patient-doctor relationship is complicated and fraught. Patients often feel confused and 
talked down to, in part because doctors feel like they need to project authority. As a physician 
and a poet, Laura Kolbe is trying to make room for uncertainty and humility from both sides in 
the exam room. Kolbe’s new collection of poetry, Little Pharma, explores the messy and human 
side of doctoring. And: The Covid-19 pandemic has exposed so many vulnerabilities in our 
healthcare system, from racial inequities to provider burnout. Irène Mathieu is a writer, 
pediatrician, and medical teacher. She argues that poetry can be a small part of fixing those 
vulnerabilities. 

 

Health: Effects of Cell Phone Use  

Program: With Good Reason Producer: Virginia Foundation for the Humanities 
Air Date: May 17, 2022 Time: 12:30 PM (29:00) 
 

With Good Reason is a weekly, syndicated talk show that explores a wide range of topics with 
leading scholars.  

Whether you’re on foot crossing the street, or behind the wheel -- there are a lot of new 
technologies to be distracted by. Bryan Porter says that we do not recover from looking at our 
phones as quickly as we think. Is your brain on the road when you are? And: Screen time is 



transforming children’s brains. Robyn Kondrad says there are times when it is useful, alongside 
glaring limitations.  

 

Education: Student Debt 

Program: The Best of Our Knowledge Producer: WAMC 
Air Date: June 9, 2022 Time: 12:30 PM (30:00) 
    

The Best of Our Knowledge is a syndicated show that focuses on issues related to education.  

Mike Pierce worked on the student debt issue while at the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau 
and now serves as executive director of the Student Borrower Protection Center. The nonprofit 
organization aims to conduct research on the issue that leads to fair and transparent conduct on 
the part of the loan industry. He joins The Best of Our Knowledge to discuss the economic 
impact of student loans, what Turner’s reporting might mean for reforms of the loan system and 
why he first became interested in the topic. 

 

Health: Effects of Daylight Savings Time  

Program: With Good Reason Producer: Virginia Foundation for the Humanities 
Air Date: June 14, 2022 Time: 12:30 PM (29:00) 
 

With Good Reason is a weekly, syndicated talk show that explores a wide range of topics with 
leading scholars.  

In March, the Senate approved the Sunshine Protection Act - which, if passed, will make 
daylight savings time permanent. The bill has been praised by many, but Mariana Szklo-Coxe 
says not so fast. She studies how permanent daylight savings time will affect our sleep. Plus: 
Postpartum depression is one of the leading complications of childbirth, but most mothers are 
never screened for it. Jennifer Payne conducted a worldwide study and found that first time 
moms, young moms, and moms with twins have the highest rates of postpartum depression. 

 

Climate: Snowpack and Drought Across the West 

Program: The Best of Our Knowledge Producer: WAMC 
Air Date: June 16, 2022 Time: 12:30 PM (30:00) 
    

The Best of Our Knowledge is a syndicated show that focuses on issues related to education.  

On this episode, Dr. Andrew Schwartz of the University of California-Berkeley, joins the show 
to discuss his work researching the relationship between the snowpack in the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains and the increasingly devastating fire season in California. 



Crime: Child Protective Services  

Program: With Good Reason Producer: Virginia Foundation for the Humanities 
Air Date: June 21, 2022 Time: 12:30 PM (29:00) 
 

With Good Reason is a weekly, syndicated talk show that explores a wide range of topics with 
leading scholars.  

When a family is referred to Child Protective Services, they’re often treated a lot like criminals 
on parole. But, the administrative work required to keep their families together can actually make 
it even harder to parent successfully. Christa Moore says that our child welfare system should 
operate more like collaborative care and less like bureaucratic punishment. Plus: How does 
having a parent who is incarcerated affect young people as they get older? Heidi Williams is 
talking to 18 - 25 year olds whose parents were incarcerated at some point during their 
childhood. She found that many of them were extra-motivated to succeed and, particularly, to 
help younger siblings. 

 

Health: Use of Psychedelics in Medicine 

Program: The Best of Our Knowledge Producer: WAMC 
Air Date: June 30, 2022 Time: 12:30 PM (30:00) 
    

The Best of Our Knowledge is a syndicated show that focuses on issues related to education.  

Ismail Ali, the director of policy and advocacy for MAPS, joins The Best of Our Knowledge to 
explain the legal and regulatory framework that psychedelic research is working within, and how 
that applies not just to the medical profession, but to people seeking care. 


