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The following issues were ascertained to be of importance in the 
immediate broadcast area of KXXO-FM during 2022.  They were 
addressed through our daily newscasts and public service 
announcements.

HOUSING/HOMELESSNESS: Housing prices (and sales) slowed as the year went on 
with the rise in mortgage rates. More people continue to struggle with finding 
affordable housing. Median rent in the Olympia-Lacey-Tumwater metro area has 
increased 10 percent since 2019. While more tiny homes have been provided to 
the homeless and some encampments closed, other camps are thriving. Some of 
these have been provided with basic sanitation, e.g. porta-potties and garbage 
removal.

EMPLOYMENT: Many job vacancies are still going unfilled, not only in low-pay 
work, e.g. food service, but also skilled fields – nurses, doctors, teachers, and the 
trades. Inflation slowed towards the end of the year, with gas prices going from a 
high of $5+/gallon to about $3.50 at year’s end.  

COVID AND RESPIRATORY VIRUSES: After a short reprieve, Covid-19 is still 
causing havoc with the population and health facilities, which has been 
compounded by a bad flu year and a new respiratory illness which is particularly 
hard on children. Despite all that and public-health advice to the contrary, most 
people have stopped masking in public places.

CRIME: Crime is hurting residents in the South Sound, with organized retail thefts; 
car thefts and break-ins, not to mention theft of catalytic converters; and gang 
violence has plagued Tacoma with more homicides in 2022 than in many years. 

ROAD RAGE: Numbers from the state patrol show a growing danger on the roads. 
Fatal crashes have continued rise along the I-5 corridor in Pierce County, and the 
number of road rage incidents is concerning to all who drive. 



BODILY AUTONOMY: In late June, the U.S. Supreme court overturned the 
landmark Roe V. Wade decision that ensured a woman’s right to bodily 
autonomy, and whether to have an abortion.  The court’s ruling does not make 
abortion illegal, but with access to the procedure no longer a constitutional right 
for women, states can now move to ban it. 24 states have already moved to do 
that or severely restrict a woman’s access to health care. The attorney general of 
Washington announced that our state will do everything in its power to protect 
pregnant individuals who travel from outside of the state and providers from any 
civil or criminal liability from another state. While abortions are being restricted 
or outlawed in many states, Washington passed a bill that prohibits legal action 
against people seeking an abortion and those who assist them. 

GUN VIOLENCE: More than five hundred Olympia high school and middle school 
students walked out of their classrooms in protest of gun violence following the 
mass shooting of 19 elementary age children and two teachers in Uvalde, Texas. 
Governor Inslee introduced measures to ban the sale of certain semi-automatic 
weapons. Our state’s newest gun laws took effect July 1st, banning sales of high-
capacity magazines. The law does not regulate the possession of the magazines. A 
new law went into effect which would allow students to be legally excused from 
school for mental health reasons. The excused absence applies for counseling and 
related treatment. 

MISSING INDIGENOUS WOMEN: Washingtonians will soon start seeing missing 
person alerts, specifically about indigenous people.  It is called the Missing 
Indigenous Persons Alert or MIPA.  Washington state and Seattle have some of 
the highest numbers of missing indigenous people in the country. 
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