
Issues and Programs 4th Quarter 2019 

October 1, 2019 – December 31, 2019 

Station: KARS-FM   

 

Section I - Issues 

 

KARS-FM provides its listeners with programming that addresses issues of concern within the 
Northern Colorado community. The following issues were identified by this station as significant 
issues facing our community the fourth quarter of 2019. 

 

A:  Food Insecurity: In Larimer and Weld Counties, there are over 10,000 families that are 
food insecure – so much so that they were unable to afford a holiday meal this year.  

B:  Child Abuse: In Larimer County, there are currently almost 7,000 reported cases of 
child abuse or neglect.  

C:   Breast Cancer Awareness: Breast cancer is the most common type of cancer for 
women in Colorado, and there are currently over 61,000 survivors of the disease in the 
state. Almost 4,200 new cases affected Colorado women in 2019.  

D:  Persons with Disabilities: An estimated 10% of people living in the larger cities of 
Northern Colorado (Fort Collins, Greeley, Loveland) have a disability. 

E.  Mental Health: 260,000 people need treatment for severe mental illnesses in Colorado 
each year, with 145,000 Coloradans in therapy. Colorado is in the bottom half of state in 
mental health spending per capita.  

F.  Veterans: The latest statistics show that in Larimer and Weld Counties combined, there 
are 38,000 veterans, 7,400 of which are disabled.  

G.  Poverty: 36% of children in Colorado live in low-income families. 9% of children in 
Larimer County live in poverty.  

H.  Animal Shelters: Larimer Humane Society took in over 5,000 animals in 2019. Their 
animal protection and control line received over 17,000 calls.  

 

 

 



 

 

Section II – Responsive Programming 

Food Insecurity 

Program:  Interview with Paul Donnelly, communications director at Food Bank for Larimer 
County, and Weston Edmunds, communications manager at Weld Food Bank 

Date:   11/3/19 & 11/17/19 

Airtime:  6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Raised awareness for how much the issues of hunger and food insecurity affect 
Northern Colorado, specifically Larimer and Weld Counties. Shed light on why 
the winter season is more difficult for food insecure families.  

Program:  Interview with actual clients from the Food Bank of Larimer County 

Date:   11/10/19 

Airtime:  6:10 a.m. Length: 10 minutes 

Description:  Featured the voices of actual clients at the Food Bank for Larimer County, 
allowing our listeners to truly hear who would be receiving their Feeding NoCo 
donations. Revealed how the food bank benefits low-income families on a 
personal level.  

Program:  Interview with Stephanie Gaush, chief development officer at Weld Food Bank, 
and Heather Buoniconti, chief development officer at Food Bank for Larimer 
County 

Date:   11/24/19 

Airtime:  6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Wrapped up the Feeding NoCo campaign to show listeners how much their 
donations helped the food banks. Explained how many donations we 
received/how many families would be receiving holiday meals thanks to listener 
generosity. Raised further awareness for how food insecurity affects Northern 
Colorado.  

 

 

 



 

 

Child Abuse 

Program:  Interview with Susan Butters, board member for the Voices Carry Child Advocacy 
Center 

Date:  11/10/19  

Airtime:  6:20 a.m. Length: 10 minutes 

Description:  Raised awareness for the Voices Carry Child Advocacy Center, which works to 
prevent and respond to child abuse in Northern Colorado. Informed listeners 
about what to do when they suspect child abuse, as well as how to prevent it. 
Brought attention to the prevalence of child abuse in Larimer County. 

Program:  Interview with Craig Secher, President of Realities for Children 

Date:  11/24/19 

Airtime:  6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Discussion with Craig Secher regarding child abuse and how it is a significant 
problem in Larimer County. To help raise awareness during the program, we 
promoted the 22nd annual NightLights Tree Lighting Ceremony for Realities for 
Children, which signifies the start of the NightLights fundraiser and raises money 
for abused and neglected children.  

 

Program:  Interview with Craig Secher, President of Realities for Children  

Date:1 2/15/19 & 12/29/19 

Airtime:  6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Updated listeners on the process of the NightLights fundraiser, while explaining 
how exactly how their donations were benefitting Larimer County’s abused 
children. Detailed other ways to help these children during the holidays, and 
looked ahead at how to prevent child abuse in 2020. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Breast Cancer Awareness 

 

Program:  Interview with Mary Vivo, executive director, and Ally Wells, car navigator at 
Hope Lives 

Date:  10/27/19 

Airtime:  6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Spoke with Hope Lives, an organization that helps women going through the 
breast cancer process, for Breast Cancer Awareness Month. Informed listeners 
about how they can reach out to Hope Lives. Explained how family members can 
help loved ones suffering from breast cancer. Also went over preventative 
measures that can be taken against breast cancer.  

 

Persons with Disabilities 

 

Program:  Interview with Katie Dockery, vice president of the Northern Colorado chapter of 
Easterseals Colorado 

Date:   11/10/19 

Airtime:  6 a.m. 

Length:  10 minutes 

Description:  Shed light on how many people in Northern Colorado suffer with disabilities, and 
further explained what this suffering means, as well as how listeners can help. 
Promoted the Steve Manshel Benefit concert, which helps Easterseals provide 
even better care to their clients.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Mental Health 

Program:  Interview with Marisol Jackson, executive director of New Hope Youth Ranch 

Date:   12/22/19 

Airtime:  6 a.m. Length: 30 minutes 

Description:  Discussed the gaps of mental health care in Northern Colorado and how New 
Hope Youth Ranch is working to fill those gaps. Evaluated the current challenges 
that those with mental health issues face and explored ways on how to ease 
these challenges. Informed listeners about how they can receive help if they are 
struggling with mental health. 

Veterans 

Program:  Interview with Tonya Dunn, instructor of Yoga for Veterans 

Date:   10/6/19 

Airtime:  6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Informed listeners about Yoga for Veterans, a free yoga class that helps veterans 
cope with physical injuries and PTSD. Raised awareness about the issues that 
our local veterans face, and how yoga can help with both physical and mental 
health. 

Program:  Interview with Lauren Storeby, organizer of the Vets4Life fundraiser 

Date:   11/3/19 

Airtime:  6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Raised awareness for Vets4Life, a non-profit working to improve the quality of life 
for veterans and their families by promoting the Vets4Life Community On Tap 
Fundraiser. Told listeners how they could receive help from Vets4Life, and shed 
more light on the challenges that veterans often have to deal with.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

Poverty 

Program:  Interview with Bill Gentry, president of Santa Cops and former police officer, and 
Peggy Ziglin, Director of Tourism and Business Development 

Date:   12/1/19 

Airtime:  6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Discussed the importance of educating the public about police officers, 
particularly in struggling families. Promoted the Share the Love event, which 
encouraged the public to donate new or used children’s coats so Santa Cops 
could distribute them to children in need. Further discussed the need for clothing 
and toys in local low-income families. Explored how Santa Cops helps improve 
relations with the public.  

Program:  Interview with Erin Bergstrom, co-facilitator of the 31st Annual Shoes for the 
Holidays Campaign, and Dr. Anderson and Ms. Anderson, campaign founders 

Date:   12/8/19 & 12/29/19 

Airtime:  6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Shed light on the need for shoes and socks in low income families, and further 
explored poverty in Northern Colorado in general. Promoted the 31st Annual 
Shoes for the Holidays Campaign, which donates gently-used or new shoes and 
socks to Northern Coloradans in need over the holidays.  

Program:  Interview with Bob and Donna Visocky, founders of the Kristi Visocky Memorial 
Fund 

Date:   12/8/19 

Airtime:  6:15 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Explored the needs of local low-income children and families. Promoted Kristi’s 
Wish, an initiative to get gifts to children who cannot afford them over the 
holidays. Informed listeners about other aspects of the Kristi Visocky Memorial 
Fund, which aims to help women, particularly those who struggle financially.  

 

 



 

 

 

Animal Shelters 

Program:  Interview with Kara Pappas, director of development and community relations at 
Larimer Humane Society 

Date:   10/20/19 & 12/15/19 

Airtime:  6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description: Raised awareness for National Adopt a Shelter Dog Month (October) and 
Operation Santa Paws Month (December), both of which aim to help stray or 
abandoned dogs get adopted. Detailed how many animals need to be adopted in 
Larimer County, and explained how listeners can adopt or volunteer at the 
shelter. Informed listeners about other services the shelter provides, including 
animal control and end of life pet care.  

 

 


