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On September 25, the Pittsboro Board of Commissioners voted for
creating a social district which will allow alcohol to be carried from one
business to another. The board listened to the proposal, asked questions,
and discussed it before the majority voted in favor.

It's back to business for the UNC football team this week, as the Tar Heels
are coming off their bye week and preparing for a matchup with Syracuse
this weekend. But while the free weekend allowed Carolina fans to relax,
the players and coaches were still hard at work staying sharp.

After some early endorsements in September, more local organizations
are beginning to compile and share theirs this month. On Tuesday, the
advocacy group NEXT Chapel Hill-Carrboro joined us on the air to
exclusively reveal their own endorsements for this fall's municipal
elections.

What is the state of our community? Every year, the Chamber for a
Greater Chapel Hill-Carrboro compiles data on a wide variety of topics for
a comprehensive "State of the Community" report, featuring trends both
good and bad-not to mention trends that could be either good OR bad,
depending on how you look at them.

It's almost gameday for the UNC football team, as Carolina is looking to
move to 5-0 on the season when it hosts Syracuse tomorrrow at 3:30 p.m.
The Orange and Tar Heels have only played six previous times in football,
but their most recent meeting one no one will ever forget.

The UNC community was rattled after a devastating shooting on August
28 where one faculty member died. Then campus went into lockdown
again on September 13 because of an unknown man with a gun. The
Board of Trustees met to discuss the response from UNC Police,

It isn't often a player's highly-anticipated season debut comes in the fifth
game of the season, but that's exactly what happened with the UNC
football tearm Saturday against Syracuse. Receiver Tez Walker finally got
to suit up for the Tar Heels after being declared eligible by the NCAA
earlier in the week.

Friday night marks the unofficial start of basketball season, as the men's
and women's programs will host Live Action with Carolina Basketball in the
Dean Smith Center. The mne's team will feature a host of new faces from
both incoming freshmen and the transfer portal, but the Tar Heels will
continue to lean on program pillars R.J. Davis and Armando Bacot.
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In the last two weeks, the Writers Guild for America, or WGA,
reached a tentative agreement to end its 148-day strike against
television and film production companies. The strike contributed to
a stoppage of production and distribution across the country and a
turbulent time for the content-creation industry. While most of the
strike played out in Hollywood near these production companies,
some members of the UNC community were also affected by the
shutdown.

When announced last year, the future redevelopment of 306 West Franklin
Street caught some in the downtown Chapel Hill community by surprise.
Around 11 months later, though, the life science-focused developers are
holding community information sessions and have changed their designs a
little since their initial announcement.

We’re getting closer to another big game in Kenan Stadium as No. 12
Carolina will host No. 25 Miami at 7:30 p.m. tomorrow. The Hurricanes
come in 4-1, but could've been undefeated were it not for a wild finish last
weekend.

Thursday marked the 230th birthday of the oldest public university in the
country... and UNC gathered for its customary recognition of "University
Day" in Memorial Hall. The hour-long ceremony featured students and
staff working on projects or iniatives that help both people on campus and
across the country.

As we've seen this last week, the war happening between Israel and
Hamas fighters in Palestine is affecting so many others across the globe-
including UNC's campus. A tense demonstration took place as some
supporting Palestinians were met by pro-lsrael campus community
members last Thursday- reflecting how emotionally fraught the conflict is.

The potency of the UNC offense was on full display Saturday night against
the Hurricanes, with Drake Maye tossing a season-high four touchdown
passes. Three of those went to wide receiver Tez Walker, who had the
best game of his career less than two weeks after recceiving his eligibility
from the NCAA.

The Israeli government is vowing to destroy Hamas after the militant group
carried out a surprise attack last weekend. The effects are being felt by
many in the Chapel Hill community, with some having lost loved ones in
the areas of conflict. But as a demonstration on UNC's campus reflected
last week: many are feeling strongly about the implications of the growing
conflict.

One of the storylines of the last year in Chapel Hill-Carrboro City Schools
was recurring bus route cancellations due to a driver shortage. So far this
year that has not been the case.
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After a layered and competitive local election cycle in Orange, Chatham,
and Durham County municipal races this fall, voters now have the chance
to have their final say in the races. The early voting period begins on
Tuesday across North Carolina and provides a chance for residents of
their towns and cities to cast their votes at their poll location of choice.

The Town of Carrboro is moving forward with its Bolin Creek Greenway
Master Plan around 14 years after its initial document was passed, as the
town council voted Tuesday on a conceptual direction for the final phase of
the greenway's alignment. It came after three months of surveying
residents and getting hundreds of responses.

Ten months ago, the Chapel Hill Town Council adopted a resolution to
install and implement a new framework to inform the local government
about growth in sustainable, managable ways. The complete Communities
plan was later adopted into the town's comprehensive plan, meaning
elected officials and staff have had the chance to use it when considering
development projects proposed in Chapel Hill.

As we continue to sort through the fallout from the UNC football team's
stunning loss against Virginia on Saturday, the Tar Heels are searching for
answers. If the team wants to avoid another long losing streak, the players
and coaches know a short memory is critically important.

Early voting is underway for the 2023 municipal elections, with closely-
watched races for Chapel Hill Mayor and Town Council. But where does
the campaign stand, just days away from Election Night?

The medical suppy company Medline first announced its palns for a major
distribution center in Orange County in 2019, marking on of the latest
businesses to take advantage of space along the 1-40/1-85 corridor.

In the last couple of years, the Town of Chapel Hill added bike lanes on
West Franklin Street to imrpove safety for those using bicycles around
downtown. Safety advocates celebrated the move- but now some
business owners on West Franklin Street are arguing that the addition has
led to a subtraction in traffic to their businesses.

Tonight's the night for the UNC men's basketball team, as the Tar Heels
will take the floor for the first time in an exhibition game against St.
Augustine's tonight at 7:30 p.m. in the Smith Center. The first game will
provide fans with a first look at several new faces on the team, including,
among them freshman Zayden High and Elliot Cadeau.
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If you're still scratching your head after the UNC football tearm's second
consecutive loss on Saturday night, you're not alone. Fans, coaches, and
players alike all now face the same question: where do the Tar Heels go
from here?

Tomorrow is Halloween, and the Town of Chapel Hill is anticipating
costumed revelers downtown for the first time in several years.

Early voting continues this week as residents head to the polls to cast
ballots in this year's local elections. There are fiver early voting sites open
in Orange County: Orange Works at Hillsborough Commons on Mayo
Street in Hillsborough; the Seymour Senior Center; the Chapel Hill Public
Library; Chapel of the Cross on Franklin Street downtown- and 108 Bim
Street just behind Carrboro Town Hall, which has seen the heaviest voting
traffic so far.

There have long been discussions by Chapel Hill of how to build a new
emergency services center to better fit the town's police department and
other first responders. But with a lack of land and the presence of coal ash
under the current department of Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard have
complicated matters- as the police station falls further into disrepair.

Wilson Library sits at the center of UNC's campus, as it has for nearly 100
years. But the facility needs several safetfy improvements- which
university officials announced this week will require the library to close for
an extended period of time.

While the UNC semester has pushed on, many in the campus community
are still affected by the fatal shooting of a faculty member on August 28.
That includes the university's administration, who continue to examine
ways to better imrpove campus security and emergency responses.

The town of Chapel Hill has spent the last few years examining the best
ways for people to move about town in a safe manner that's also more
environmentally friendly. The government has invested some resources
into bike lanes- but there isn't yet a complete infrastructure for bicyclists on
the road.

The win against Campbell proved to be much-needed for the UNC
defense, which held an opponent to single digits for the first time since the
Syracuse game four weeks ago. And while the Camels are only an FCS
team, head coach Mack Brown said Saturday's win was still important for
many reasons.

UNC honored Walter Davis before the game on Monday, wearing special
warmups featuring his name and number and holding a moment of silence
before tip-off. The game was the first for Carolina since Davis died last
week. It was also first public appearance of Davis' nephew, Carolina head
coach Hubert Davis, since then.

As election day wound down Tuesday evening, candidates were holding
election parties all over downtown Chapel Hill.
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In a ceremony happening today, six North Carolinians will receive the
state's highest honor- The North Carolina Award. The award has been
given out annually since 1961 to recognize individuals who make
significant contributions to the state in fine art, literature, science, and
public service. This year two folks from the Chapel Hill area are receiving
the award-- Former Congressman David Price, and Sculptor Patrick
Dougherty.

It's hard to believe, but tomorrow is the last home game of UNC football's 2023
season. The game will mark the home swan song for stars like Cedric Gray and
British Brooks, and is also likely the final home appearance for Drake Maye,
who's projected to be a top pick in next spring's NFL draft. As if that's not
enough, tomorrow's game pits Carolina against one of its oldest rivals.

While Election Day last week determined some of the newest members of
our local governments, there's still one seat left to be formally decided.
Elizabeth Sharp leads Renuka Soll by 16 votes after Election Day total
came in... which is too close to call. The Orange County Board of
Elections will meet on Thursday this week to count any remaining mail-in
ballots and determine whether any provisional ballots will go toward the
totals.

We are all still catching our breath from the UNC football team's double-
overtime win over Duke on Saturday, one which will live on as one of the
most thrilling in the history of the rivalry. It was a night none of the Tar
Heel players will ever forget.

With the North Carolina legislature passing legislation in August to limit
LGBTQ+ instruction in early grades and establishing a "Parents' Bill of
Rights" framework for public education, local districts are now figuring out
how to implemement those changes.

Democrats continue to be optimistic about recent election results both
nationally and locally. Here in North Carolina the state democratic party is
implementing its stratefy to break the Republican supermajorities in the
house and senate of the state legislature.

The UNC field hockey team will take the field tomorrow afternoon right
here in Chapel Hill for the national semifinals against Virginia. Karen
Shelton Stadium hasn't hosted the field hockey Final Four since 2021,
when UNC defeated Michigan in sudden death overtime. The scorer fo
that winning goal is now the head coach: Erin Matson.

The Orange County community, and nation, honored Veterans Day one
week ago. While many might think of discharged veterans or active military
members at base.. There's a population that is often forgotten: veterans
attending college.
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Today is the first day broadcasting from our NEW LOCATION on 1525
East Franklin Street! We're excited to begin welcoming guests into the
space over the next few weeks. But how did this become the place for our
new headquarters?

Chapel Hill is still abuzz after the UNC field hockey team claimed its 11th
national championship, second in a row and fifth in the last sex years on
Sunday. The shootout win against Northwestern came in front of a sold
out, standing room only crowd at Karen Shelton Stadium on the Carolina
campus. And the party lasted long after Ryleigh Heck scored the game-
winner in the sixth round of penalty strokes.

Chapel Hill Police Department's Crisis Unit has long been celebrated as
an alternate way to respond to emergencies that may not need a law
enforcement response. The co-responding program sends out social
workers with officers for calls to see if their skills would be better for the
incident- whether it's a mental health crisis, a runway child, or simply
treating victims of a crime.

Through the COVID-19 pandemic and changing wage scales, the care
work industry is experiencing very slow growth. But the needs of people
with injured or aging family members are still consistent. One Triangle-
area service is looking to bring new people into the profession by tapping
into the college student population.

Carolina's 2023 football season may not be going the way the Tar Heels
had hoped, but this weekend offers one last chance for redemption: a visit
to NC State on Saturday. UNC has not beaten the Wolfpack since 2020,
and tomorrow's game presents not just a shot to earn a ninth win, but also
to avenge some past slights.

No local government meetings this week, but LAST week the Carrboro
Town Council got the final report from a task force on community safety,
which was created in the wake of George Floyd's murder to study policing
in Carrboro and propose come possible reforms.

Carolina's regular season ended with a whimper on Saturday night, and it
marked the beginning of a precarious few weeks for the program.
Beginning today, players and assistant coaches will meet with head coach
Mack Brown to discuss their futures, and it's unknown when or where the
first domino will fall.

It was an unseasonably warm start to fall, but these last few weeks, we’ve
definitely seen more leaves on the ground. In the Triangle, the local
governments are once again embarking on a town initiative to encourage
residents to not blow or rake those leaves from their yards... instead, just
LEAVING them where they lie.
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At its most RECENT meeting, The Chapel Hill Town Council approved a
resolution to expand its water and sewer management boundary further
south toward Chatham County.. The measure proposes an amendment
that would give the town control over around 360 acres of more land than
it currently does in the 15-501 corrider south of the Southern Village
community.

This weekend is full of Holiday Activities in Hillsborough.

After years of debate and months of planning a rollout across the state,
Medicaid expansion is officially in effect for North Carolina. State
lawmakers initially passed a bipartisan law for around 600,00 more
residents to become eligible in March- but delays in passing a state budget
bumped implementation back.

The UNC Community- as well as the Michigan State community- is
awaiting a final answer from Chancellor Kevin Guskiewicz about whether
he'll take the job in Lansing and leave Chapel Hill. The latest reports from
the Michigan State student newspaper said Guskiewicz is the sole
candidate for the role, while the Chronicle for Higher Education recently
reported that the UNC System president is already reviewing potential
interim and replacement candidate.

At last week's Chapel Hill Town Council meeting, the council denied a
proposal for a 12-story mixed-use development at 157 E. Rosemary
Street, with 56 condo units and 3,000 square foot of ground-floor retail
space.

After a recent spike in towing from the parking lot at Carr Mill Mall in
Carrboro, the town sent a letter to the mall management about the law of
adequate signage.

Newly elected officials are taking their seats this month, following
Novemeber's local election. That includes Chapel Hill, whwere Jess
Anderson will take the oath of office as mayor. She defeated Adam Seaing
in that race, but Searings not going anywhere- he's still on the Town

Local Government Council with two years left in his term.

Sports

The UNC men's basketball team won't be back in action until nextt
weekend, but their schedule won't get any easier. Carolina's next game
sees them take on No. 16 Kentucky in Atlanta on December 16 as part of
the CBS Sports Classic. It's part of a challenging stretch which features
four ranked opponents in a stretch of five games, with three of those
ranked games coming away from Chapel Hill.

Carrboro's Town Council voted this week to hold a special election in
November to fill the now-vacant seat left by Barbara Foushee becoming
mayor. But it wasn't the only option to the town. According to Carrboro's
charter, council members got to choose between holding a special election

Local Government to fill the seat or appointing someone.
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This Monday, December 11, Mark Bell will take the oath of office as the
new mayor of Hillsborough, at a swearing-in ceremony in Town Hall at 7
pm. Bell succeeds Jenn Weaver, who's stepping down after four years on
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During his introduction to the Michigan State University community on
Friday, outgoing UNC Chancellor Kevin Guskiewicz shared several
approaches he hopes to bring to East Lansing that reflected his efforts in
Chapel Hill.

Tucked behind some tree off of Raleigh Road in Chapel Hill lies the
Spangler Center and the home to the UNC System headquarters. The
main offices moved there in 1971 just a year before the UNC System grew
to all public North Carolina schools joined together. But this summer, the
North Carolina General Assembly had the headquarters relocated to
Raleigh and left the buildings behind.

We're getting closer to gameday for UNC men's basketball. When the Tar
Heels take the court against Kentucky on Saturday, it'll be their first game
action in 11 days. This comes after the tearm had played six games in 14
days.

At UNC, students and staff say the university can do a better job
communicating information during emergencies, in the wake of the fatal
shooting on campus in August. That's according to feedback sharing in an
online survey that UNC conducted afterward... and published the
responses last week.

The UNC Club Ice Hockey team is in the middle of 2023-24 season, sitting
with a winning record during a winter break before preparing for the last
third of games in the regular season. The program's leaders and
supporters, though, are looking far beyond this season with a major
project.

The UN's 28th annual climate conference, or COP28, wrapped up in Dubai
on December 12. Head of the Heat Policy Innovation Hub at Duke's
Nicholas Institute and frequent Climate Thursday guest on Ne

Against Kentucky, Carolina lost the rebounding battle for the second
straight game. The Wildcats outrebounded the Tar Heels by 10, including
grabbing 18 offensive rebounds which they turned into 15 second-chance
points. Guard R.J. Davis, one of the smallest players on the floor for
Carolina, ended up as the team's leading rebounder.

With the news of Eric Montross' passing on Sunday, hundreds and
hundreds of people shared their thoughts and memories on the former
UNC star's impact on their lives. For many people, that meant Montross'
role in Carolina winning the 1993 National Championship... for others, it
was hearing his voice on the Tar Heel Sports Network calling Tar Heel
games. But for some, it was Montross philanthropy and efforts away from
basketball that made the biggest difference.
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As we look ahead to the coming year, a lot of our attention is already
focused on the 2024 election- no t just the race for President, but also an
open race for governor, as incumbent Roy Cooper is term limited. On the
Democratic side, there are two high-profile candidates who have thrown
their hats in the ring- state attorney general Josh Stein and former state
supreme court justice Mike Morgan. But a new survery from Public Policy
Polling finds the primary race is NOT competitive right now: Stein currently
has 56 percent of the vote among North Carolina Democrats, while
Morgan is a far-distact second with just five percent.

National Signing Day is in the books, and the UNC football program
officially inked 27 prospects as future Tar Heels. Carolina's class ranks in
the Top 30 nationwide, with a majority of that group joining the team for
spring practice next year.

The Dorothy N. Johnson Community Center was dedicated by the Town of
Hillsborough in 2021, turning a former police substation into a dedicated
building for the Farview neighborhood community members. The
historically Black community, which lies northwest of downtown, is working
to find ways to turn the facility into a real asset. Among these people are
local high school students taking part in an internship program meant to
encourage civic encouragement.

The Chatham County Commissioners recently received a needs
assessment report from the Chatham County Partnership for Children.
One of the major areas of need uncovered in the report is for safe child-
care options, particularly for parents of color.

The 2024 presidential election is guaranteed to be among the year's
biggest stories, taking up a lot of public attention. But further down on the
ballot will be a lot of state and local races that will get no attention at all.
Voter turnout will be high, but a recent survey from Public Policy Polling
finds the vast majority of North Carolina Democrats with zero opinion
about the primary candidates for attorney general, lieutenant governor,
insurance commissioner, or state supreme court, among others.

For the last time in 2023, it is gameday for the UNC football team. The Tar
Heels take on West Virginia in the Duke's Mayo Bowl today at 5:30 p.m. in
Charlotte. Carolina is hoping tonight goes better than its last appearance
in the Duke's Mayo Bowl, when the Tar Heels lost decisively to South
Carolina.

When North Carolina passed its "Care for Women, Children and Families
Act" earlier this year, it made abortion access more restrictive and
intensive than before. Since July, those seeking an abortion are only
allowed to get one after 12 weeks in extreme scenarios- and must go
through a three-day waiting period from their first meeting with doctors to
the actual procedure.
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One of the things 2023 will be remembered for will be for having the
hottest weather of any year in history to date. Ashely Ward is the director
of the Heat Policy Innovation Hub at Duke's Nicholas Institute- she said
that the extreme heat of 2023 is the biggest climate story of the year.

Among the highlights from the North Carolina legislature in 2023 was the
approval of legalized sports betting. The long-divisive issue passed with
majoritiies before being signed by Governor Roy Cooper and will allow for
sports gambling beyond the state's three casinos.

As we look back on the biggest local news stories of 2023, sadly one of
the biggest involved a major figure in our community who left us too soon:
Eric Montross, who passed away this month at the age of 52. In the days
after his death, we heard from many people whose lives he touched- and
while they spoke about his prowess on the basketball court and the
broadcast booth, it was his legacy as a humanitarian that stood out the
most.



