
WSPK
Quarterly Issues/Programming Report

January 1, 2021 – March 31, 2021

TRAFFIC/TRANSIT AND TRANSPORTION AND PORT AUTHORITY
WSPK runs local traffic reports at 6a, 6:30a 7a, 7:30a, 8a, 8:30a, 
4:30p, 4:50p, 5:20p, 5:50p and 6:20p.  Here, WSPK delivers information impacting the travel concerns 
related to Metro North, MTA Bridges, Airports as well as local road, parkways, highways and interstates.
Road construction warning and information were also communicated. These live reports run Monday 
rough Friday.

January 15, news segment, 8a, :15 - The push to widen Route 17 from two to three lanes in each 
direction from Harriman to Monticello has been ongoing for 15 years, and funding for it may be coming 
closer to reality. The effort began in earnest 15 years ago when Senator Charles Schumer secured $1 
million to conduct an initial study. That effort has the full support of Orange County Partnership 
President Maureen Halahan and Sullivan County Partnership President Marc Baez. The two are leaders 
in an ad hoc committee 17-Forward-86 as the New York highway is gradually being transitioned to an 
interstate.

January 19, news segment, 9a, :15 - – Acknowledging that the that the COVID-19 pandemic has 
“wreaked havoc” on the MTA “devastating the MTA’s ridership and revenues and bringing them to 
levels far worse that the Great Depression,” Chairman and CEO Patrick Foye announced Monday that 
the agency would “postpone the planned fare increase for several months.”

January 29, news segment, :30, 9a, - Airports in the Hudson Valley devastated by the coronavirus 
pandemic will be receiving federal aid as part of last month’s relief package. Westchester County Airport 
in White Plains will receive $4.07 million wile New York Stewart International near Newburgh will 
receive $2.33 million. Columbia County Airport in Hudson will get $24,000.
Five other airports will receive $13,000 each – Hudson Valley Airport in Wappinger, Sullivan County 
International in Bethel, Orange County in Montgomery; Joseph Y Resnick in Ellenville, and Warwick 
Municipal in Warwick.  Westchester County and New York Stewart are the only airports in the Hudson 
Valley that offer regularly scheduled passenger service and both have seen massive service cuts because 
of the lingering pandemic.

Covid-19
January 5, news segment :20 - U.S. Representative Antonio Delgado (D, NY-19) addressed constituents 
virtually Monday evening, following the start of his second term, to promote confidence regarding 
COVID-19 vaccinations and public safety measures. During his brief State of the District address, Delgado 
said continued vigilance with regards to prevention, vaccination and funding are his immediate priorities 
upon returning to office.

January 6, news segment :20, 7a, 8a, - Counties across the state are now going to be the front lines in 
the distribution of COVID-19 vaccine. During the first two weeks of inoculations, hospitals have received 
the vaccines and administered them to staff.  But now, counties are receiving doses and will be 



providing them to nursing homes and first responders.  Dutchess County Executive Marcus Molinaro, 
chairman of the New York State County Executives Association, told a virtual news conference that 
county health departments have procedures in place for large scale events such as this.  “If they 
had activated the county plans first, you would grow into this problem, but we are here now, and so we 
believe that activating our plans and getting those up and running by partnering with those other 
healthcare providers we can expand and get to those populations,” he said.

January 6, news segment, 7a, 8a, :20 - Orange County Executive Steven Neuhaus said any hospitals that 
have doses left over after they vaccinated their staffs should be administered to first responders. Valley 
View residents, staff, receive first COVID-19 shots, some vaccine ruined

January 6, news segment, 6a, :30 -  The first day of COVID-19 vaccinations at the Orange County-owned 
Valley View nursing home in Goshen was emotional for staff, who were among the 188 people to be 
inoculated on Monday. The second dose will be administered on January 18. A total of 132 residents and 
56 staff members received their first shots, but as many as 150 doses were ruined because CVS 
Pharmacy, which is tasked with handling the vaccine, had problems with temperature controls, said 
nursing home director Laurence Ladue. “They handle the shipping; they do all the handling and they 
sent a team here to administer the vaccine. Unfortunately, when they showed up (Monday) they did 
inform us that some of the vaccine that was designated for Valley View was lost due to temperature 
control back in their storage facility, so they didn’t bring as many doses as they had hoped to,” he said.
The vaccine must be stored in extremely cold temperatures before they are prepared for inoculations.

January 7, 2021, news segment, 7a, :20 - There are 17 nursing homes in Orange County and the number 
with COVID-19 cases and fatalities as a result remains high, Orange County Executive Steven Neuhaus 
said Thursday. Many have positive or potentially positive cases, he said. “Out of 17 nursing homes, six 
have at least one resident that is positive. There is an additional four nursing homes that have 
potentially people testing positive, so if those potentials become positives, that mean 10 out of 17 have 
cases in them. That is why it is critical to have them vaccinated,” he said. “Eleven out of 17 nursing 
homes have at least one employee that is positive.” Right now, Neuhaus said out of 1,605 residents in 
nursing homes, 28 percent have received their first vaccinations with more serum on the way.

January 11, 2021, news segment, 9a :20 - The Hudson Valley’s latest coronavirus test results show 1,908 
positive cases and 23 more deaths. “New York State is now in a footrace between how fast the infection 
rate rises and how fast we can administer vaccines,” said Governor Andrew Cuomo. “With more U.K. 
strain cases being found across the country, it is even more important that New Yorkers continue to 
follow the guidelines and stay New York Tough – wear a mask, avoid gatherings and social distance.”

January 11, 2021 news segment, 8a, :20 - The Dutchess County Department of Behavioral & Community 
Health has established initial Point of Dispensing (POD) sites where the county will administer COVID-19 
vaccinations to eligible residents as vaccine is available. These sites will be open by appointment only 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. for eligible individuals in Phase 1a and 1b as determined by New York State's 
Phased Distribution Plan. Appointment availability is based on vaccine allocation provided by the state.
Current vaccine supply is very limited, and Governor Cuomo announced on Friday that distribution to 
Phase 1a and 1b is expected to take 14 weeks based on current projected vaccine availability. Eligible 
residents should anticipate it may be several weeks before they can get an appointment as demand far 
exceeds supply. For more information, visit http://www.dutchessny.gov/covidvaccine.



January 15, news segment, 9a,  :15 - The Hudson Valley Rotary visited Dutchess County to continue the 
second part of their “Million Mask Challenge,” distributing 3.5 million PPEs thus far between two tours 
as they travel across the New England area in their 26-foot, Rotary Million Mask Challenge Tour 
wrapped distribution truck. This leg of the tour started in Dutchess and continued to Harlem and Staten 
Island on Thursday. The entire endeavor was put together within three weeks, from start to fruition.
At Dutchess Stadium, distribution of 150,000 adult surgical masks, between 18,000 and 20,000 
children’s masks and 5,000 KN95s – approximately 175,000 masks in total, were provided to 35 local 
Rotary clubs which, in turn, will distribute them to local small businesses, community members in need 
and others in the community.

January 29 2021, news segment, 8a, :20 - Attorney General Letitia James, Thursday, released a report on 
her office’s ongoing investigations into nursing homes’ responses to the COVID-19 pandemic, which 
found more people died of the virus in nursing homes than the state reported. Since March, James has 
been investigating nursing homes throughout the state based on allegations of patient neglect and other 
concerning conduct that may have jeopardized the health and safety of residents and employees.

February 9, 2021, news segment, 9a, :20 - Sullivan County Public Health Services anticipates a consistent 
supply of 200 to 300 doses of COVID-19 vaccine every week, increasing by 20 percent each week for the 
next three weeks, according to the State Department of Health. “While our needs remain far greater 
than what we’re currently being given, we’re glad to know that supplies are increasing and that, barring 
anything unforeseen, we’ll be able to continually ramp up the rollout of these coveted vaccine doses,” 
said Public Health Director Nancy McGraw. Should the rise in supply be sustained, Public Health 
anticipates mounting a mass vaccination clinic at SUNY Sullivan in March.

March 2, 2021, news segment, 8a, :20 - The Ulster County Health Department has been allocated 3,340 
doses of coronavirus vaccine this week and the preponderance will be dedicated to seniors over the age 
of 65. County Executive Patrick Ryan said that allocation represents a 400 percent increase from 
previous weeks. “These new doses will allow Ulster County to more rapidly vaccinate our seniors who 
we know are in a higher risk category for COVID-19,” he said.

March 5 2021, news segment 7a, :20 - – A new short-term mass vaccination site that will utilize the 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine will be established at Marist College in the Town of Poughkeepsie.
The site will be at 81 Fulton Street at the college. On Friday, it will run from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.; on Saturday 
and Sunday, from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.; and Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
The site will administer 3,5000 vaccines. The state will partner with local medical providers in setting up 
the operations of the site.

**  On-Air interviews with Dutchess County Executive Marcus Molinaro, Ulster County Executive Pat 
Ryan and Orange County Executive Steve Neuhaus.  Each county executive called in twice per month 
during January, February and March to give updates on ALL things related to their county.  Topics that 
were covered included covid updates, vaccination sites and economy, tourism and schools.



Race/Social Relation and Culture news/Issues
January 15, news segment, 7a, :15 - The Poughkeepsie City Police Department has launched its Juvenile 
Intervention Program, which will focus on providing youth with life and job skills, educational and 
employment opportunities, and other resources to address mental health issues.
The new program will target at-risk youths in hopes of resolving the recent trend of violence in the city.
Police Chief Thomas Pape said that through a collaboration of several community groups there have 
been early signs of potential success in the program.

February 3, news segment, 8a, :20 - With as much as two feet of snow on the ground and more 
expected, removing it from driveways and sidewalks is a monumental chore.
Dr. Gigi Madore, the medical director of the HealthAlliance Hospital Department of Emergency Medicine 
in Kingston advises shovelers to take it easy. “It is like a stress test. It is stressful to be out shoveling, 
especially for a prolonged period of time and especially when it is so cold out because you then get 
heated up and that can be problematic,” she said. If you are using a snow blower and it becomes 
clogged, shut it off and attempt to clear it with a branch or some other object – not your hand, you 
could lose a finger.

February 11, 2021, news segment, 9a, :20, - – The New Windsor Police Department is the latest law 
enforcement agency to purchase body cameras.  Chief Robert Doss said they will add to the 
transparency of the agency and its officers. “These body cameras will not only contribute to further 
enhancing the trust level that the New Windsor community has in its police force, but will also enhance 
officer safety,” he said.

March 29 2021, news segment, 8a, :20 - A Middletown High School student who said she was 
traumatized on multiple levels by racist social media postings by white students and lack of school 
district response, has written to school administrators expressing her concern.
Superintendent of Schools Richard Del Moro responded to Jazmine Alvarez-Webster’s letter, telling Mid-
Hudson News, “We take all the allegations very seriously.” He said the issue was addressed within the 
guidelines of the school district code of conduct

PSA Campaign & Health Awareness Initiatives:
January 28, news segment, 8a, :30 - Catholic Charities of Orange, Sullivan, and Ulster has announced it 
will launch a series of drive-thru pop-up food pantries at locations in the three counties. Those will be in 
addition to pop-up food pantries held by the agency. The first of the new year was held Wednesday at 
280 Broadway in Newburgh, a social and human services resource hub.
Catholic Charites will be partnering with St. Joseph’s Parish in New Paltz and the Food Bank of the 
Hudson Valley to launch the drive-thru pop-up pantries. “Working with the Food Bank, Catholic Charities 
will partner with local groups to hold contactless food distributions serval times a month in locations 
throughout each county,” said Shannon Kelly, deputy CEO of Orange, Sullivan and Ulster counties. 
“Especially during the winter months, having a drive-through options for those in need will allow us to 
expand our current outreach efforts to feed our neighbors.”



February 9, 2021, news segment, 8a, :30 - – More than 260 acres of land will be added to three state 
parks in the Hudson Valley bringing with them new trails and public access. The acquisitions represent 
an investment of $1.14 million in state funding from the Environmental Protection Fund and Hudson 
Highlands Conservation Act.

Fahnestock State Park in Putnam County will grow by 150 acres. The property will protect 
natural resources a well as connect the park to a local Scout reservation that that has a trail open to the 
public. The land was acquired in partnership with the Hudson Highlands Land Trust.

Sterling Forest State Park in Orange County will expand by 112 acres. The land will help maintain 
and enhance the biodiversity of the area and create access to the 22,000-Sterling Forest State Park and 
to the Appalachian Train from the western side of the ark. The parcel was acquired in partnership with 
the Orange County Land Trust.

Rockefeller State Park Preserve in Westchester will acquire one acre. The parcel will remedy the 
longstanding lack of a formal entry to Rockwood Hall, a historic riverside section of the nearly 1,800-acre 
preserve allowing appropriate signage and parking for public access.

ON-AIR/Broadcast PSA’s”
January 21-28, recorded on-air, :30 – ran 32 spots for Alzheimer’s Sub Zero campaign

March 1-31, station web site and all social media platforms supported Women’s History Month
This was a spotlight on women in music and their humanitarian contributions beyond music.
March 19-31, recorded on-air, :30 – ran 15 spots promoting  Stop & Shops Kids campaign

Education/School Sports/Youth Initiatives:
January 15, news segment, 6a, :15 - A group of state legislators, local public officials, parents and 
students, Thursday, announced their support for Assemblyman Colin Schmitt’s new legislation to allow 
all interscholastic sports to be cleared to play this year using proper COVID-19 safety protocols.
Schmitt said there would be little to no risk of students contracting the virus if those safety measures 
are practiced.

January 28, news segment, 8a, :15 - Top county officials from across the Hudson Valley have authorized 
the resumption of high-risk sports to proceed effective February 1. Their collaborative decision comes 
after the state issued interim guidance for sports and recreation during the COVID-19 public health 
emergency. The county officials gave the okay for the “high-risk” sports – both scholastic and non-
scholastic – to proceed “at the sole discretion of the sole discretion of the governing school district or 
non-scholastic athletic organization. Among the activities included will be football, wrestling, ice hockey, 
rugby, basketball, contact lacrosse, volleyball, martial arts, and competitive cheer/dance.

March 4, news segment, 7a, :20 - – The Poughkeepsie Common Council and members of the public, 
Wednesday night, were given a virtual presentation of the progressing plans to re-develop the 
Poughkeepsie YMCA that has been shuttered since 2009.  The latest update involves the city's potential 
sale of the three-acre parcel and structure to Dutchess County for $10, in order to move a $25 million 
re-development commitment from the county forward. The city took ownership of the abandoned 
property in 2019.  Shortly after, Mayor Rob Rolison and the city put out a Request for Expression of 



Interest, seeking proposals for ideas to develop a recreational and cultural facility, with a focus on a 
youth/community center.

Employment:
January 27, 2021, news segment, 7a, :20 - An agency of Orange County Government is available to assist 
people who have lost their jobs because of the coronavirus pandemic. County Executive Steven Neuhaus 
said the office of employment and training will help with new skills training and other issues with job 
searches. “The Employment and Training will help you get training; they will help you get job 
opportunities. So, if you are looking for a new career path or were recently laid off, we want to help you 
get back to work,” he said. On Tuesday, Neuhaus toured businesses at the Warwick tech park, site of the 
former Mid-Orange Correctional facility, and said there are job opportunities at many of those.

March 12, 2021, news segment, 8a, :30 - Ulster County had the highest rate of job loss in the Hudson 
Valley/Catskills in the 12 months ended in January, the State Labor Department reported Thursday. The 
county’s 10.6 percent decline in jobs compared to Greene County, at 3.7 percent decline, the lowest in 
the region. The Dutchess-Putnam Metropolitan Division and Sullivan County each experienced a 9.9 
percent loss of jobs. The Orange-Rockland-Westchester Metro Area had 9.4 percent job loss.
Columbia County lost 9.2 percent of its jobs year over year in January.
Regionwide, the Hudson Valley lost 9.6 percent of its jobs.
Losses occurred in leisure and hospitality (-22,400); education and health services (-20,000); trade, 
transportation and utilities (-13,200); other services (7,400); financial activities (-3,500); manufacturing 
(-3,100); professional and business services (-2,900; information (-2,000); and natural resources, mining, 
and construction (1,700).

March 09, 2021, news segment, 6a. 8a, - – A second Amazon distribution center will be under 
construction shortly at the old IBM East Fishkill site. The 631,000-square-foot facility will replace an 
existing IBM building with demolition to begin within days, said Town Supervisor Nicholas D’Alessandro.
The project will bring with it a number of benefits, he said. “It means jobs, it means tax revenue, it 
means more people spending money in our local businesses, it means people buying homes here,” he 
said. “It’s a wonderful thing for Southern Dutchess and really the whole region.”

Public Safety/Residential Impacts/Police Reform:
January 11, news segment, 7a, :15 - The Sullivan Broadband Local development Corporation is making 
headway in the creation of a system to fill in the many gaps in broadband internet service throughout 
the county. The LDC hopes to select a company through an RFP process to develop the point-to-point 
system, said chairman and County Legislator Michael Brooks. “You have the equipment on the tower 
which will broadcast to a business or a residence that will put on their house a little receiving antenna 
and that will point toward that tower,” he said. “And then there will be a cable that runs off that little 
receiving antenna on the house or business that will go into the house or business just like your cable TV 
does and will hook to the equipment inside your house.”



January 13, news segment, 9a, :15 - – Law enforcement from the local to federal levels are encouraging 
the community of Newburgh to collaborate with them on combatting gun violence in the city.
Orange County District Attorney David Hoovler, Tuesday, discussed the current statistics related to gun 
violence and gun homicide. He said as the state saw an increase of shooting and homicides by 
approximately 82 percent during 2019-2020, the City of Newburgh actually saw a decrease during the 
same time of approximately 13 percent. The other side of that; however, is Newburgh represents seven 
percent of the county’s population, but is responsible for roughly 50 percent of gun crimes.

January 13, news segment, 6a, :15 - The second of three virtual public meetings of the Orange County 
Sheriff’s Police Reform and Reinvention Collaborative Advisory will be held Thursday, July 14 at 6 p.m.
The state order to reimagine police strategies must also look at procedures and training, policing 
functions, standards, and strategies, fostering community-oriented leadership, culture, and 
accountability, and recruiting and supporting excellent and diverse personnel.

January 15, news segment, 8a, :20 - Members of the Orange County Police Reform and Reinvention 
Collaborative Advisory Panel held their second session as mandated under the Governor’s Executive 
Order 203, which dictates that all law enforcement agencies in the state must convene regularly with a 
panel made up of residents from that municipality’s police department and selected members of its 
community. The executive order was introduced as a response to growing distrust of police conduct and 
instances of police brutality, directly following the murder of George Floyd and other black individuals 
that were killed by police under unscrupulous circumstances.

January 19, news segment, 8a, :20 - The number of murders, commercial burglaries, larcenies, property 
crimes, and gun related violent crimes were up in 2020 in the City of Newburgh, according to statistics 
released by the police department. Rapes, robberies, residential burglaries and violent crimes were 
down. Gun related calls for service increased by 36 percent, in large part due to the Shop Spotter 
program capturing the incidents in real time and alerting the cops. Police Chief Butch Amthor said they 
are redoubling their efforts to put a lid on gun violence, usually committed with weapons brought into 
Newburgh from other states.

Weather’s Impact on Region:
February 1, news segment, 6a, 9a, :20 - Snowfall overnight ranged from two to four inches, depending 
upon where you are in the region. The National Weather Service says we can see well over a foot, and 
possibly closer to two feet, of the white stuff when the storm moves out by tomorrow afternoon.
Driving will be dangerous so people are advised not to go out, and be careful while shoveling or 
snowblowing.

February 2, news segment, 8a, 9a, :20 - Mother Nature dumped as much as two feet of snow on the 
region Monday into Tuesday morning. New York was in a state of emergency on Monday meaning only 
essential services were allowed on roads. Metro-North Railroad service, which was halted Monday 
afternoon, was to resume at 4 a.m. on Tuesday on the Hudson, Harlem and New Haven lined.
Snow continued to fall overnight with additional accumulation of three to seven inches.

February 2, news segment, 6a, 7a, :20 - With as much as two feet of snow on the ground and more 
expected, removing it from driveways and sidewalks is a monumental chore. Dr. Gigi Madore, the 
medical director of the HealthAlliance Hospital Department of Emergency Medicine in Kingston advises 
shovelers to take it easy.  “It is like a stress test. It is stressful to be out shoveling, especially for a 



prolonged period of time and especially when it is so cold out because you then get heated up and that 
can be problematic,” she said.  If you are using a snow blower and it becomes clogged, shut it off and 
attempt to clear it with a branch or some other object – not your hand, you could lose a finger.

February 5, news segment, 7a, 9a, :20 - Roads are clear, for the most part, after this week’s storm 
dumped up to two feet of snow.  Municipalities remind residents to dig out fire hydrants and not to 
shovel snow from driveways into streets. Some things may change over time, but the ‘snow wall’ down 
the center of Broadway in the City of Newburgh has been around for decades. The remnants of the 
current snowstorm are no exception as the longest, widest main street in the country once again has the 
great white wall as crews continue the storm cleanup.

February 11, news segment, 8a, :30 - Governor Cuomo, Wednesday, directed state agencies to prepare 
emergency response assets as a potentially powerful winter storm is forecast to impact the area with 
heavy snow and gusty winds Sunday and Monday. 
We can expect up to a foot of snow along with 45 mile per hour wind gusts.
Based on the current forecast, the storm may create dangerous travel conditions and potential power 
outages due to the combination of heavy snow and gusty winds, as well as flooding of low-lying areas in 
coastal locations. New Yorkers are being urged to closely monitor local weather reports and use 
extreme caution if traveling. The governor has directed state agencies to prepare all emergency 
response assets and they stand ready to assist any local agencies that may need help in the coming days.
Snow is expected to begin late Sunday and continue through Monday evening, with winds up to 25 mph 
and gusts up to 45 mph expected. Some locations in New York City and Long Island and areas along the 
lower Hudson could see up to 12 inches of snow by Monday morning.

Housing:
January 11, news segment, 9a, :15 - The cities of Hudson, Kingston and Newburgh will each receive $1 
million from Enterprise Community Partners, Inc. to implement targeted strategies designed to help 
prevent displacement of residents from their homes and community. Last year, each municipality 
formed an Anti-Displacement Learning Network, which included local stakeholders, elected officials and 
staff, who worked with Enterprise over nine months to identify displacement triggers and design 
targeted approaches to address them.

January 13, news segment, 6a, :20 - Mayor Steven Noble is proposing the development of affordable 
housing on two Kingston City locations to further ease the housing crunch in the region. He will ask the 
common council to approving seeking developers for the Thomas Cornell Street parking lot and the 
Broadway Commons parking lot. Noble has a plan to redevelop those parcels. “As we market those sites 
and develop those sites that we work with our local development corporation to be able to do that in an 
efficient and robust way but make sure the current and existing uses of the sites,” said. That means that 
parking would be retained in the Cornell Street lot and art and green space remain in the Broadway 
Commons parcel.



March 1, 2021, news segment, 6a, 9a, :30 -he Ulster County Board of Realtors reports that home sales 
rose by 66 percent in January compared to January 2020. A total of 186 homes were purchased in the 
first month of the new year compared with 112 the year before.
The number of available listings and days on the market are two other signs of a hot real estate market. 
Homes sold 42 percent faster in January 2021 than they did in 2020; 52 days on the market in January 
2021 compared with 90 one year earlier. There were also 44 percent fewer available listings (249 v. 
444), and that could account for the 44 percent increase in the average selling price. The average price 
in January 2020 was $270,842 while it rose to $390,581 this January.

Health/Health Care Issues/Drugs & Alcohal:
January 4, 2021, news segment, 8a, :20 - Alcohol consumption among underage people has spiked in the 
several months and Orange County District Attorney David Hoovler said it is in large part due to the 
worldwide health situation. Hoovler said parents cannot be friends to their children; but rather must 
exercise their parental control. Orange County has a social host law, which holds parents accountable 
of children consume alcoholic beverages in their homes.

January 2, 2021, news segment, 7a, 8a, :20 - The new patient pavilion at Vassar Brothers Medical Center 
is set to open within days. The emergency department and trauma center will open on Friday, January 9 
and the remainder of the facility will open on Monday, January 11. Patients who are sick or recovering 
from surgery will stay in private suites with room for family members to spend the night, once COVID-19 
visitation restrictions are lifted. The emergency and trauma center will triple the amount of exam and 
treatment rooms. Hospital President Peter Kelly said the new facility “will transform how people receive 
healthcare in the Hudson Valley.”  The new building includes 264 private rooms on four floors, a 30-
room intensive care unit, an emergency and trauma with 66 treatment rooms and parking for 
ambulances and the public, a flexible conference center for up to 300 people, a 220-seat cafeteria, 13 
surgical suites, green roofs for water management, and a rooftop helicopter landing pad.

January 28, news segment, 9a, :20 - The City of Poughkeepsie has released the application and 
guidelines for the 2021 Youth Activities & Opportunities Program.
The awards assist local non-profit organizations by providing funding to support clubs and leagues, other 
activities and educational initiatives. These programs have allowed Poughkeepsie youth to participate in 
community-based programs that emphasize active lifestyles, provide creative outlets, and build long-
lasting relationships. The program has allocated more than $500,000 for these endeavors since its 
inception in 2018.“This program is extremely popular and beneficial to the community,” said Mayor Rob 
Rolison. “Despite the financial hurdles we have faced with COVID-19 and other challenges, providing 
funds for these activities is essential and will continue to be a priority.”

January 29, news segment 8a, :20 - Ulster County’s Project Resilience has awarded additional funding to 
address food insecurity and youth programming in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic by providing 
support for local food pantries. Project Resilience will be granting $80,000 to 16 pantries across the 
county to help support the surging needs that pantries are seeing this winter. Additionally, Project 
Resilience will be partnering with the YMCA to launch a new drop-in childcare program in Ellenville.



Economy/Tourism:
January 4, 2021, news segment, 7a, 9a, :20 - The former Metro-North rail spur in the City of Beacon is 
going to be converted into a rail trail. The spur runs from the train station east to Fishkill Creek and 
along East Main Street. Mayor Lee Kyriacou said it will add to the tourist and outdoor recreational 
features the city has to offer. “There was some thought when Metro-North wanted the tracks to 
maintain the tracks but to use some kind of a jitney that could be something that ran on the tracks and 
also something that could run on the street, which I think was a pretty good idea when Metro-North 
wanted to keep the line, but Metro-North has indicated they were going to be giving up use so I think 
we could go a much more complete route of a rail trail or bike path or a combination,” he said.
The city will now seek the funding to convert the railbed into a recreational trail, which will become part 
of the Empire Rail Trail.

January 4, news segment, 6a, 8a, :20 - The New York State Board for Historic Preservation has 
nominated three Hudson Valley sites for inclusion on the State and National Registers of Historic Places.
AME Zion Church and Mt. Zion Cemetery, Ulster County – Home to the oldest African American 
congregation in the City of Kingston, the church was founded in 1848, with the current structure dating 
to 1927-29 as replacement after a fire. The cemetery is about a mile away from the church and has 
burials dating to the 1850s, making it the city’s second-oldest African American cemetery.

January 5, 2021, news segment, 8a, :15 - – A 23-mile section of the Maybrook Trailway, part of the 750-
mile Empire State Trail, was formally opened on Monday as officials from Metro-North Railroad, the 
state legislature and Putnam County cut the ribbon at a trailhead in Brewster. Railroad President Cathy 
Rinaldi said the new section of paved trail runs from Brewster to Hopewell Junction. Among those 
speaking at a brief outdoor ceremony was Dylan Carey, project director for Parks & Trails New York.

January 7, 2021, news segment, 8a - – American Airlines, which withdrew its service from New York 
Stewart International Airport at Newburgh some months ago when federal COVID-19 aid expired, is back 
flying its Newburgh to Philadelphia route. The service resumed on Tuesday, January 5 with one daily 
flight.  “We‘re always evaluating our network based on supply and demand,” said American Airlines 
spokeswoman Nichelle Tait. “In light of the extension of the Payroll Support Program, we plan to 
reinstate service to Stewart International airport in Newburgh, NY and will continue to operate to 
Philadelphia International Airport on an Embraer ERJ-45.” Orange County Chamber of Commerce 
President Lynn Cione said this provides a renewed sense of hope for Stewart.

January 11, news segment, 6a, :20 - The Crystal Run Road area of the Town of Wallkill has come to be 
known as the “Medical Mile” because of all of the healthcare offices along the route. Now, an area of 
Route 211 in the town may be dubbed “banking row.” A third bank will be built adjacent to two other 
financial institutions in the heart of the commercial district. The new bank will replace a former 
Friendly’s restaurant. Bank of America will construct a more than 4,000-square-foot building near a Mid-
Hudson Federal Credit Union branch and a Hudson Valley Federal Credit Union office, said Town 
Supervisor Frank DanDento, III.

January 11, news segment, 7a, :20 - The Warwick Valley Local Development Corporation is supporting 
the governor’s latest efforts to legalize adult recreational use of marijuana. The LDC said there are 
significant economic opportunities in the cannabis industry and has been working for the last 18 months 
with the Orange County Industrial Development Agency and its Accelerator, to support hemp and 
medical marijuana development at the Warwick Tech Park.The work in Warwick has already produced 
results creating jobs and incentivizing investment, LDC officials said.



February 5, news segment, 9a, :30 - Changes to Minor League Baseball throughout the country forced 
the Dutchess County Legislature's Public Works and Capital Projects committee to vote on a bond for 
improvements at Dutchess Stadium that will allow minor league baseball to continue in the 30-year-old 
stadium.  The committee approved a $1.4 million series of improvements.  The full legislature will 
consider the proposal on Monday night. The mandate by Minor League Baseball to stadiums across the 
country called for energy-efficient LED lighting to be installed in each ballpark or the league would 
prohibit professional baseball from being played there.  In Dutchess, the upgrade also allows for more 
home games to be played each season in the Class A league.  The season will double in length, going 
from 35 home games to 70.

February 17, news segment, 8a, :20 - Governor Cuomo is lobbying state lawmakers to approve the use 
of recreational marijuana by the time the state budget is adopted. It is due by April 1.
Legalizing the drug has met with resistance from some lawmakers in recent years, blocking its passage.
Because of the major cash shortfall in the state’s coffers because of the coronavirus, the governor is 
pushing extra hard for its adoption, which he said would create 60,000 new jobs, and spur $3.5 billion in 
economic activity while generating an estimated $350 million in tax revenue once fully implemented

March 5, 2021, news segment, 7a, :30 - Sullivan County Partnership President Marc Baez, Thursday, took 
the wraps off a project to develop an eco-tech retreat in the Town of Bethel.
The company plans to build three to five cabin pods of 300 to 400-square feet each with 50 people at 
any given time on-sit developing e-gaming and e-sports programs in a bucolic setting with nature, Baez 
told the county legislature’s Economic Development Committee. “There they get in the zone, they want 
to be quiet, it’s a one with nature, they want to quit, they want to get on their fat-tire bicycle and go for 
a ride; it’s they way it is,” he said. “They are affiliated with large companies; they do work with Google 
and all the other big names in the tech industry.”

March 8, 2021, news segment, 6a, :20 - – The Poughkeepsie Common Council has approved the creation 
of a Waterfront Site Task Force to develop the 3.4-acre riverfront parcel at the city's southernmost 
border.  The property is currently fenced off after Bonura Development remediated the land that was 
deemed a Brownfield site.  Bonura had proposed developing the parcel to be called the Poughkeepsie 
Landing.  After months of contention between the council and Bonura, the council opted to take the 
parcel back, resulting in Bonura suing the city for $2.5 million in damages.
The property is located in the second ward, represented by Councilman Evan Menist, who proposed the 
creation of the task force to research short and long-term improvements for the property with a focus 
on immediate opportunities for interim development of the space.  Menist says the goal is to make the 
waterfront lot accessible for everyone, noting that nothing has occurred at the site since 2001.

March 9, news segment, 9a, :30 - The pandemic has created a difficult situation for businesses and the 
economy within the Mid-Hudson, but there is a silver lining and it presents itself in the form of outdoor 
recreation, something the region has in abundance with its many parks, natural beauty, agri-tourism and 
interactive environmental educational programs that cater to students, as well as adults.
Hudson Highlands Nature Museum Outdoor Discovery Center has held its educational maple sugar tours 
for 21 years, and this is no exception. The maple sugar tours run during the late winter seasons for 
about a six week period, the period when New York Sweet Maples are producing sap and can be 



harvested through tapping of the trees. The Outdoor Discovery Center’s tour takes folks through the 
history of sap harvesting, the different processes for harvesting sap and how sap becomes maple syrup.

March 11, 2021, news segment, 7a, 8a, :20 - – The Bonura Hospitality Group is selling its flagship 
wedding catering venue, Anthony’s Pier 9 in New Windsor and the purchaser intents to convert the 
70,000-square-foot building on Route 9W into a motion picture production studio. The sale is expected 
to close in mid-June. The building will be transformed into a full- service production facility, said Orange 
County Tourism and Film Director Amanda Dana.

March 11, 2021, news segment, 9a, :30 - The video gaming casino proposed for the Newburgh Mall has 
gained the support of the Orange County Partnership. The organization’s president, Maureen Halahan, 
said it will mean benefits for local government as well as Resorts World Catskills, the parent facility in 
Sullivan County.  “This new VLT gaming project in the Town of Newburgh is going to provide a 
tremendous amount of tax rateables for Newburgh and the county. It is going to be able to institute the 
license that is extraordinarily important to Resorts World and the gaming world, and it is going to put a 
lot of people to work,” she said. The facility, to be located in the former Bon-Ton department store 
space, is expected to breathe new life into the stagnant mall.

March 15 2021, news segment, 9a, :30 - The electronic gaming casino proposed for the Newburgh Mall 
is in early discussion stages with Town of Newburgh officials in hopes of winning their approvals to 
develop the facility. Resorts World Hudson Valley, as it has been dubbed, will be developed and 
operated by the owners of Resorts World Catskills in Kiamesha Lake. The company’s Government Affairs 
Director, Meghan Taylor, is confident they will meet all of the town’s concerns. “There are always 
questions that we need to answer, and we are going to continue to work really well with the town 
officials. They have all been fantastic and when they pose a question, we have been able to answer it so 
far, so we are optimistic and hopeful for a really good project,” she said. The casino in Newburgh is 
expected to pump new life into the long-stagnant shopping center and provide a new funding stream for 
the town and Orange County.

WSPK PSA INITIATIVES:
K104’s Find Work Network – this ongoing campaign started March 15.  This is an effort to find 
employment for Hudson Valley residents.  It is support with a main rotator on stations web site and 21 
promos per week.

For the month of February ‘Black History’ logo was placed on K104’s Social platforms

February 26 – March 31, On air promo 5x/day with social media to support K104’s Small Business 
Booster, this was a support local business initiative.



Podcasts:

www.k104online.com host a podcast page that serves as a landing spot for 3 inspirational self 
help/inspirational programs.  

Shine On with Kacey

Kacey’s Wellness Minute

Happy Hour with Joanna and Karyl 


