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TRAFFIC/TRANSIT AND TRANSPORTION AND PORT AUTHORITY
WSPK runs local traffic reports at 6a, 6:30a 7a, 7:30a, 8a, 8:30a, 
4:30p, 4:50p, 5:20p, 5:50p and 6:20p.  Here, WSPK delivers information impacting the travel 
concerns related to Metro North, MTA Bridges, Airports as well as local road, parkways, 
highways and interstates. Road construction warning and information were also covered. These 
live reports run Monday rough Friday.

April 9, news segment, 8a, :15 - Starting this weekend, E-Z Pass customers will
be paying a little bit more to pass through MTA bridges and tunnels. Starting Sunday, E-Z Pass
will raise its prices for from six-dollars-and-twelve-cents to six-fifty-five.

May 14, news segment, 7a, :20 - The Federal Aviation Administration Thursday announced the 
awarding of Airport Improvement Program grants to several airports in the Hudson Valley, but 
New York Stewart International was not on the list. Westchester County Airport in White Plains, 
the only other airport in the area that provides commercial airline service, received $3.3 
million.

June 4, news segment, 6a, 9a, :30 - The State Department of Transportation and its consultants 
continue the work of studying the possible addition of a third lane of traffic on Route 17 from 
Harriman to Monticello. The agencies held an online workshop Thursday evening to discuss the 
status if their work and project options. Despite the continued analysis of traffic and 
environmental data collected in 2018, no decisions have been made, noted DOT engineer Bill 
Gorton. “We haven’t identified what the limit of the third lane would be. Part of the evaluation 
in determining that limit is meetings like tonight’s and the traffic analysis and input from the 
public, so that is part of the outcome of this whole study process is to look at logical projects to 
progress and move forward,” he said. So far, the study has considered widening the highway 
just from Harriman to the Town of Wallkill and the entire 45-mile stretch.



June 21, news segment, 6a, :20 - – A section of Colden Street in the City of Newburgh will be 
closed to all traffic between Broadway and Second Street beginning on the morning of Tuesday, 
June 22 and extending through Friday, June 25 from 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. each day.
A contractor working for the city will be conducting rock borings under the roadway of Colden 
Street in connection with the North Interceptor Sewer relocation project.
Motorists are advised to avoid using Colden Street in the area and obey all traffic control signs 
and safety cones.

Covid-19
***  On-Air interviews with Dutchess County Executive Marcus Molinaro, Ulster County 
Executive Pat Ryan and Orange County Executive Steve Neuhaus.  Each county executive called 
in once per month or as needed during Q2 to give updates on ALL things related to their county.  
Topics that were covered included covid updates, vaccination sites and economy, tourism and 
schools.

April 5, news segment, 6a, :30 - Starting today, curfews put in place to curb the spread of 
COVID-19 will be lifted on some businesses in New York. The rollback includes movie theaters, 
casinos, and bowling alleys. Restaurants will still be mandated to close at 11 pm. Governor 
Andrew Cuomo says he'll reevaluate curfews for restaurants later this month. The CDC reports 
more than 165 million doses of COVID-19 vaccines have been given as of yesterday morning. 
More than 207 million total vaccine doses have been delivered. All that math means more than 
106 million Americans have now received at least one dose, with more than 61 million fully 
vaccinated.

April 7, news segment, 8a :30 -  Governor Andrew Cuomo says there are "no excuses" for not 
getting a coronavirus vaccine with everyone 16-and-up eligible in New York. Speaking in NYC 
yesterday, Cuomo said we can win through the vaccine. This as nearly half of new coronavirus 
cases are in 5 states, including New York and New Jersey. President Biden is warning the finish 
line isn't here yet. He says the nation is "still in a life-and-death race" against coronavirus and 
stresses there's a lot of work to do. That's why he moved up his deadline for states to open 
vaccines to all adults by April 19th. New York leads the nation with nearly half of all new 
coronavirus cases. The Empire State saw 197-thousand infections last week. Michigan came in 
second. Both states account for 22-percent of all cases. They're followed by Florida, 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey. SUNY is announcing a plan to offer COVID-19 vaccinations to all 
students before the summer. Officials are working on distributing over 18-thousand doses of 
Johnson and Johnson vaccine to all 34 SUNY campuses in the state. Since the J&J shot only 
requires one dose, it'll speed up the vaccination process significantly.



April 9, news segment, 8a, :20 - Ulster County has the highest rate of vaccinations in the region, 
County Executive Patrick Ryan announced. As more and more people get the COVID-19 shots 
across the Hudson Valley, the county executive said Thursday that his county has a high rate of 
vaccinations.  “We are now 40.6 percent, over 40 percent of our residents in our county have 
received at least their first dose,” he said. “That actually makes us the highest percentage of 
residents vaccinated of any county between New York City and Albany.”

April 13, news segment, 8a, 9a, :30 - Graduations will be allowed in New York beginning on May 
1st. Capacity will depend on thesize, inside or outside, and masks and social distancing will still 
be required. Those attending graduations will have to show proof of a negative COVID test or 
vaccination. The state is still recommending virtual or drive-in ceremonies when possible. The 
World Health Organization warns COVID is "growing exponentially" as global cases average 
around four-million a day. A WHO official says, "we're in a critical point of the pandemic." She 
added everyone needs to take stock and get a "reality check." In a blow to Johnson & Johnson's 
COVID-19 vaccine rollout, the FDA and CDC have just announced that they are "recommending 
a pause in the use of this vaccine out of an abundance of caution." The move comes amid 
concerns of possible links between the vaccine and blood clots in some who get the single-dose 
shot.

April 15, news segment, 8a, :30 - The Poughkeepsie Medical Group has a multitude of 
appointment spots available for people seeking the COVID vaccine.  The Hooker Avenue facility 
is providing the Moderna vaccine to all eligible recipients who make an appointment.
Dr. Sumita Sunilchand Mazumdar of PMG said, "We are working diligently to provide the 
vaccine to every eligible person that wants it.  Getting vaccinated is a major step to getting the 
virus under control." Appointments for vaccination at PMG located at 375 Hooker Avenue in 
Poughkeepsie can be made by calling 845-454-5000.  The appointments are available Monday 
through Thursday between noon and 1 p.m. with additional appointments on Fridays between 
8 a.m. and 10 a.m. The Poughkeepsie Medical Group has a multitude of appointment spots 
available for people seeking the COVID vaccine.  The Hooker Avenue facility is providing the 
Moderna vaccine to all eligible recipients who make an appointment. Dr. Sumita Sunilchand 
Mazumdar of PMG said, "We are working diligently to provide the vaccine to every eligible 
person that wants it.  Getting vaccinated is a major step to getting the virus under control." 
Appointments for vaccination at PMG located at 375 Hooker Avenue in Poughkeepsie can be 
made by calling 845-454-5000.  The appointments are available Monday through Thursday 
between noon and 1 p.m. with additional appointments on Fridays between 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.

April 15, news segment, 6a, 8a, :30 - Starting Monday, restaurants and bars throughout NYS can 
stay open until midnight. Gov Cuomo also announced that catered events can go until 1am. 



Then, starting next Thursday, fans will be allowed at horse and auto races in New York at 20 
percent capacity. Attendees must show proof of a recent negative COVID test or vaccination. 
The Tri-State area is trying to get by with the Moderna and Pfizer coronavirus vaccines while 
the Johnson and Johnson vaccine remains on pause for at least a week due to serious but rare 
cases of blood clots. The CDC says it needs more time to decide if vaccinations can continue. 
New Yorkers who have an appointment for the J&J vaccine are being told they can get the two-
shot Pfizer or Moderna vaccines instead, but may have to be rescheduled. Close to a dozen 
nurses at Putnam Hospital Center are being laid off. The hospital in Carmel has seen a lower 
number of patients as the number of COVID cases have remained steady. One 15-year veteran 
nurse tells The Journal News says they’re in disbelief, especially after everything she and ten 
others did for their community during the height of the pandemic, including working nonstop 
on short notice. Maura Rooney says the nurses, many of whom worked in surgical services, 
were moved to the ER and ICU when operating rooms were shut down.

April 16, news segment, 8a, :20 - When the COVID-19 vaccines became available just months 
ago, people had a difficult time making appointments to receive them. The state and counties 
set up points of distribution with people signing up by the thousands to receive the vaccines 
and long lines of people waiting their turn.  That appears to have been slowing down to the 
point that at the Orange County POD in Goshen on Thursday, only 1,000 doses out of 3,000 
were administered.

April 20, news segment, 9a, :30 - News Segments-April 20th at 5:55 am, 6:55 am, 7:55 am & 
11:55am Starting next Monday, museums and zoos throughout New York State can expand 
capacity to 50-percent, as COVID rates decrease across the state. In addition, movie theater 
capacity will go to 33-percent on Monday, while indoor large arenas will be raised to 25-percent 
starting May 19th. The Pleasantville Music Festival is canceled for the second year in a row. 
Organizers say they had to cancel the July 9th event because of the state’s capacity limit on 
outdoor events.  They say they're exploring the possibility of a later date this year but, 
regardless, next year's date of July 9th, 2022 will be a party for the ages. New York State's 
comptroller is calling on the state attorney general to look into whether Governor Cuomo used 
public resources to put together his book on how he handled the COVID-19 crisis. An adviser to 
the governor says any implication of improper activity is absurd and anyone who contributed to 
the book project did so voluntarily.

April 20, news segment, 7a, :30 - Vassar College teamed up last week with Westchester Medical 
Center Health Network to administer more than 500 doses of COVID-19 vaccine to students. 



About 440 students were vaccinated on campus last Monday and an additional 85 got their 
shots at MidHudson Regional Hospital in the Town of Poughkeepsie on Friday, April 16. 
College President Elizabeth Bradley said more vaccine is expected to be delivered soon.
 “This is another significant milestone in our ongoing efforts to ensure the health and safety of 
everyone at Vassar,” said Bradley.

April 21, news segment, 8a, :20 - The demand for COVID vaccinations is outpacing supply now 
that every adult who wants a shot can get one. Experts warn the nation could hit a tipping point 
in the next two to four weeks, giving new strains more time to spread. As of now, 26-percent of 
people are fully vaccinated.

April 22, news segment, 7a, :30 - The FBI is warning of fraud related to fake COVID-19 
vaccination cards being sold on the internet.  According to the federal agency, one way the 
fraudsters are getting the images to make the cards is by stealing them off 
legitimate people's social media pages.  The FBI is asking people that have been vaccinated to 
not post a photo of the completed vaccination card online. Criminals can also use your post to 
harvest personal information including your name, date of birth, patient number, and location 
where you received your vaccine. Once the perpetrator has these details, your identity can be 
stolen. If you have already posted a photo of a vaccine card, the FBI recommends removing it 
and updating your profile picture with a banner or a sticker saying that you got your shot. Some 
social media platforms have frames or graphics you can use—or you can download stickers 
from www.cdc.gov. If you think that you have been a victim of identity theft, contact your 
financial institutions immediately and monitor your credit reports.

April 27, news segment, 8a, :30 - New York is adopting the latest CDC mask guidelines. 
Governor Cuomo says this means fully vaccinated people can lose the mask when at 
moderately-sized or smaller outdoor gatherings.Meanwhile, starting tomorrow, Cuomo says 
walk-in vaccines will be available to residents 60-years and up at state-run mass vaccination 
sites.

May 3 news segment, 6a, 9a, :30 - State lawmakers are expected to vote today on extending a 
moratorium on residential evictions until at least August 31st. The moratorium was put in place 
months ago as a way to provide relief to people struggling to pay their rent during the COVID-
19 pandemic. However, some landlords have been running into issues with tenants taking 
advantage of the moratorium because they can pay their rent but have chosen not to. More 

http://www.cdc.gov


coronavirus-related restrictions are being eased today in New York. Catered events can resume 
at residences and can operate above the state's gathering limit of 10 people indoors and 25 
outdoors. Also, looser rules for dancing at catered events go into effect today. Fixed dance 
zones for each table are being replaced with social distancing and masks. New York State is 
seeing its lowest one-day COVID positivity rate since October. It has fallen to 1.5%, the lowest 
since October 28. Governor Cuomo says while things are getting better in the Empire State, 
there's still a ways to go before the health crisis is over. 80,000 NYC workers are supposed to 
return to the office today.  However, there were dozens of rallies over the weekend calling the 
Mayor’s plan rushed, calling the plan "all risk and no reward." The White House is pushing for 
more people to get protected against coronavirus. Up to 40-thousand pharmacies now have 
enough vaccinations on hand and many have walk-in hours

May 6, news segment, 7a, :30 - Gov Cuomo is announcing that large outdoor stadiums and 
venues, including Yankee Stadium and CitiField, will see expanded capacity come May 19. 
They’ll be able to separate vaccinated and unvaccinated people with vaccinated sections 
allowed to be filled to 100-percent capacity in vaccinated areas will be limited to roughly 33-
percent capacity. There's new concern for millions of people struggling to pay their rent amid 
the pandemic. A federal judge overturned a national eviction ban yesterday but then put her 
ruling on hold a few hours later. She agreed to give landlords a week to legally oppose a longer 
delay. There's a new step forward in the global fight against coronavirus. President Biden 
supports lifting patent protections for vaccines. The World Trade Organization wants to make 
the move to boost production, allowing developing nations to make their own generic vaccines. 
Tickets go on sale today for Broadway shows, which are gearing up for a September return. 
They’ll be able to resume at 100 percent capacity with shows starting September 14th. Vaccines 
won’t be mandatory, but theaters will have the ability to do that. The CDC seems to think this 
summer could be a turning point in the pandemic for the U.S. The federal agency says it's "quite 
hopeful" about seeing a sharp decline in COVID hospitalizations and deaths come July. 
May 18, news segment, 6a, 9a, :30 - New York State will no longer require vaccinated people to 
wear face masks beginning this Wednesday. Gov. Cuomo says masks will still be required for 
the fully vaccinated in mass transit, nursing homes, homeless shelters, correctional facilities, 
schools, and health care facilities. The move follows last week's changes to CDC guidelines. 
Individual businesses and venues can have mask rules if they so choose. The Tri-State area will 
also eliminate percentage-based capacity limits on Wednesday. County Executives throughout 
the Hudson Valley are happy about the move after several of them called on the Gov to drop 
the state’s mask mandate for vaccinated residents.



May 19, news segment, 7a, :30 - Fully vaccinated people in New York State are getting the 
green light to unmask indoors today. Governor Cuomo made the announcement earlier this 
week, following the CDC's latest guidelines. Meantime, capacity restrictions on most businesses 
across the tri-state area are being lifted today. Meanwhile, New Jersey is keeping the indoor 
mask mandate but is permitting folks to remove them in outdoor settings.

May 26, news segment, 8a, :30 - The nation is setting another milestone in the fight against 
coronavirus. Half of all adults are now fully vaccinated. That's 128-million people. Data from the 
CDC also shows nearly 158-million have received at least one dose of a vaccine.

May 28, new segment, 9a, :30 - Today is the last day New Yorkers who get vaccinated have a 
chance at five-million-dollars. You must receive the shot at a state-run clinic, like the Yonkers 
Armory or the Dutchess County Fairgrounds. Once you roll up your sleeve, you'll get a scratch 
off card that could win anywhere from 20 bucks to five-million. Governor Cuomo is giving 
workers in New York paid time off if they need it because of a reaction from the COVID-19 shot. 
The governor cited a poll that said that a large number of people were hesitant to get the 
vaccine because they didn't want to miss work. Cuomo says employers must now pay their 
workers who miss a day because of side effects from the vaccine. Workers already get paid time 
off for the actual vaccine appointments.  Starting today, those fully vaccinated against 
coronavirus in New Jersey can stop wearing masks inside. The governor is ending the mandate 
to follow CDC guidelines. This includes movie theaters, restaurants and gyms. Businesses still 
can require masks if they want.

June 2, news segment, 8a, :20 - The City of Yonkers is launching a rental assistance program for 
residents amid the coronavirus pandemic. Applications are now being accepted, with 14-and-a-
half million dollars in combined aid available. The funds will be distributed now through 
September, and come by way of the federal American Rescue Plan. Officials say the money can 
be used for rent, back rent, utilities,and relocation expenses.

June 4, news segment, 9a, :20 - Governor Andrew Cuomo says New York now has the nation's 
lowest rolling COVID testingpositivity rate. Over a seven-day average, point-six-zero percent of 
all coronavirus tests have come back positive, and that number has been on the decline for 59-
straight days. Meanwhile, Westchester County is reporting its lowest number of active 
coronavirus cases since the beginning of the pandemic. County Executive George Latimer says 
there are currently 402 active cases. Latimer says 300-thousand doses of the coronavirus 
vaccine have been administered at the County Center in White Plains, on top of the 56-
thousand at smaller clinics.



June 7, news segment 6a, 8a, :20 - Public school students across New York will have to continue 
to mask up while in the classroom. State health officials had asked the CDC in a letter to give 
them the green light to drop the mask mandate for students as early as today. The CDC has yet 
to respond to that letter. State health officials were set to strongly encourage students to wear 
a mask, but not force the issue.

June 14, news segment, 7a, :20 - Governor Cuomo says the state's COVID-19 positivity rate has 
fallen to a new record low. Yesterday, he said the single-day positivity rate was zero-point-
three-five percent and the seven-day average rate is zero-point-four-two percent which ties 
Massachusetts for the lowest in the country. Meanwhile, 69-point-seven percent of people 18 
and older have gotten at least one dose of COVID-19 vaccine. Once that number reaches 70-
percent, the governor says most restrictions that have been in place since the pandemic started 
will be lifted.

June 15, news segment, 9a, :20 - The CDC says 70 percent of NYS’s adult population has gotten 
at least one coronavirus vaccine dose. Governor Cuomo has said once the state hits that mark, 
more COVID restrictions would go away but he warns it doesn't mean the end of the pandemic. 
Cuomo could announce the easing of more restrictions as soon as today. Metro-North will 
boost train service come Monday as it sees more riders with NYC’s easing of COVID restrictions. 
The Harlem, Hudson and New Haven Lines will see an addition of 24 trains in total come June 
21

June, 16, news segment, 8a, :30 - – Governor Andrew Cuomo lifted virtually all of the state’s 
restrictions in place effective immediately as the state reached the milestone of 70 percent of 
adults receiving their first dose of vaccine. The governor said, “472 days ago, it was impossible 
to fathom that 70 percent of New York adults would have received their first COVID vaccination 
by this point. What felt like years away has been accomplished in less than one.” Masks will still 
be required on public transit and counties can still implement their own restrictions and 
businesses can keep their own mask restrictions.
Cuomo said unvaccinated individuals must continue to be responsible for wearing masks in 
accordance with federal CDC guidance. The state’s health guidelines continue to be in effect for 
large-scale indoor event venues, pre-K to grade 12 schools, public transit, homeless shelters, 
correctional facilities, nursing homes, and health care settings per CDC guidelines

June 24, news segment, 6a, 8a, :10 - New York's COVID state of emergency ends today despite 
the Delta variant threatening the lives of the unvaccinated.



June 28, news segment, 7a, :30 - Counties and municipalities across the Hudson Valley are 
following New York State's lead and rescinding their COVID-19 state of emergencies. That 
includes Ulster County, with County Executive Patrick Ryan lifting the order Friday. He's 
attributed low hospitalizations and cases to vaccinations, encouraging residents who haven't 
already rolled up their sleeves to do so.  Meanwhile, municipalities across the Hudson Valley 
are following New York State's lead and rescinding their COVID-19 state of emergencies. That 
includes New Castle, which plans to host meetings in a hybrid format for now. The World 
Health Organization is urging those vaccinated against coronavirus to keep wearing masks. 
That's because of the highly contagious delta variant spreading around the globe. The 
organization says it's better to play it safe due to so many people still unprotected. 

June 29, news segment, 7a, :30 - New York State officials say three people died due to COVID-
19 Sunday, the lowest such number since September of 2020. The seven-day rolling-average in 
terms of testing-positivity was at point-three-nine percent through the end of the weekend. 
Governor Cuomo is continuing to urge people to get the shot, in order to best protect 
themselves from coronavirus. A Hudson Valley resident who did get the COVID vaccine 
contracted the Delta strain. Ulster County Executive Pat Ryan says the unidentified county 
resident has since recovered. He says the fact that they were vaccinated likely spared them 
from the worst impacts of the variant. Ryan is urging those who have not been vaccinated to do 
so. COVID-19 vaccines from Pfizer and Moderna could protect people against the coronavirus 
for years. Researchers at Washington University in St. Louis found no decline in cells that 
recognized and fought the virus after almost four months. 

Race/Social Relation and Culture news/Issues

April 21, news segment, 8a, :30 - - Former police officer Derek Chauvin was found guilty of all 
three charges in the death of George Floyd in Minnesota one year ago.
Chauvin was convicted by a jury of second- and third-degree murder and one count of 
manslaughter. Congressman Mondaire Jones (D, NY-17) said the verdict has ensured that 
Chauvin is held accountable "for his heinous, unconscionable crime. But let me be clear, this 
verdict is not full justice, for in a just world, George Floyd would still be alive. In a just world, we 
would not be faced with a near-daily onslaught of officers assaulting, harassing, and murdering 
Black people simply for existing." Mondaire said it is time that the nation address "the violence 
of systemic racism in America in its totality. Police brutality in America is just the latest chapter 
in the legacy of racial violence that dates back to chattel slavery, lynch mobs, and Jim Crow - a 
legacy that has robbed us of countless Black lives, and that must be eradicated once and for 
all."



PSA Campaign & Health Awareness Initiatives:

WSPK aired a :30 recorded promo for the American Cancer Society Relay for Life between April 
26 and June 13 along with Web Banner on station website. 

WSPK supported the March of Dimes/March for Babies – March 29-April 24, 2021.  A PSA ran to 
promote their virtual event to raise money for March of Dimes/March for Babies 2021

WSPK supported Mental Health Awareness Month for May.  Recorded promos, web banner and 
social media post supported this month long campaign in May.

 Education/School Sports/Youth Initiatives:
April 15, news segment, 8a, :30 - Following the problem of gun violence in Kingston and across 
the nation, the city is taking the initiative to create a unique program to offer youths a safe 
place to engage, congregate and participate in a series a programs, keeping them off the streets 
and eliminate gun violence. That program is the Lights on Kingston program, where youths will 
have the city’s high school open on Friday nights with a myriad of activities for them to blow off 
steam and have fun in stimulating and productive ways, which was the brainchild of Ulster 
County Human Rights Commissioner Tyrone Wilson.

April 16, news segment, 7a, :30 - – President Elizabeth Bradley has announced that Vassar 
College in the Town of Poughkeepsie will return to fully in-person learning and resume most 
pre-pandemic policies and protocols for the Fall 2021 Semester.All students will be required to 
be vaccinated. Classes will begin Monday, August 30 and the semester will end Friday, 
December 17, with all traditional pre-pandemic breaks returning as normal.  “With vaccinations 
ramping up across the state and nationwide, we are hopeful that life on campus this fall will be 
more in line with life prior to the pandemic,” President Bradley said. “Given this, our plan is to 
return everyone to in-person, on-campus learning.”

May 12, news segment, 7a, 9a, :20 - - SUNY New Paltz will hold a series of smaller, shorter, in-
person commencement ceremonies for 2021 graduates on May 14-16 and 2020 graduates on 
May 22-23, on the Old Main Quad on campus. To hold in-person ceremonies, the college is 
unable to invite any guests to attend commencement this year. The events will be live-
streamed so that alumni, friends and family members can hear their graduate’s name called, 
watch them cross the stage and receive their diploma cover from the comfort and safety of 
home. The live streams will remain online and can be viewed on demand for one year after the 



event. Ceremonies will occur rain-or-shine on consecutive weekends. The first weekend will be 
a 2021 Commencement for May and August 2021 candidates, and December 2020 and January 
2021 graduates.
May 19, news segment, 6a, 8a, :15 - Voters throughout the Hudson Valley
over whelmingly approved their school budgets. All of the budgets up for votes in yesterday’s
school elections in Westchester, Rockland, Putnam, Orange and Dutchess Counties passed
except in Carmel. The majority of the budgets included low property tax increases due to extra
state Aid amid the pandemic.

June 07, news segment, 7a, :30 - Big Brothers Big Sisters of Orange County’s One-to-One 
Mentoring program has received a $13,000 grant from the state to allow the agency to connect 
under-served local youth with inspiring adult mentors. The program serves over 150 children in 
Orange County annually.
“Orange County kids see success later in life when they have a strong network of folks looking 
out for them, encouraging them, and modeling healthy behaviors and relationships,” said 
Senator James Skoufis (D, Cornwall), who secured the funding.

June 11, news segment, 8a, :30 - Dutchess Community College held the official ribbon cutting 
for the long awaited Fishkill campus on Thursday afternoon. The new campus facility is located 
within the former Dutchess Mall, which had been vacant for years, and includes 45,000 square-
feet of space, 25 classrooms and can hold over 500 students at a time. Fishkill campus will host 
tutoring services, an ebooks library, a number of multi-purpose study rooms, along with 
computer and science labs.
Associate VP for Admissions Bridget Anderson, who is in-charge of facilities for Dutchess and 
helped spearhead the Fishkill campus, said the location, being off of Route 9 and I-84, makes 
college learning accessible to many more people in the county and beyond. She said it is a 
major part of what makes the campus unique.

June 25, news segment, 7a, :30 - Mayor Steven Noble and Superintendent Dr. Paul Padalino 
have announced a joint effort between the Kingston City School District and Kingston Parks and 
Recreation Department to provide free breakfast and lunch to students enrolled in summer 
camp programs. Kingston Parks and Recreation’s seven-week summer camps will begin on 
Monday, June 28 and are held in Forsyth, Hasbrouck, Hutton, and Loughran Parks. The Kingston 
City School District’s chef David Dunn will be providing breakfast and lunch, including hot meals, 
to a total of 200 participants. “We are so grateful that, after a difficult year, the Parks 
and Recreation department is able to host our summer camps and provide a fun, safe space for 



the children of our community. On top of the wonderful programming, these students will now 
be getting a variety of nutritious meals each day of camp,” said Noble.
“The Kingston City School District is very excited to team up with the City of Kingston and 
provide hot, nutritious meals for our students even in the summer months,” said Padalino.

Employment:
April 15, news segment, 7a, :30 - The unemployment rate in many Hudson Valley municipalities 
in February was almost double what it was one year earlier, the State Labor Department 
reported. The City of Poughkeepsie followed with 9.7 percent joblessness, up from 5.0 percent 
one year earlier. The City of Newburgh had 9.6 percent unemployment, up from 5.1 percent in 
February 2020.  Region-wide the Hudson Valley unemployment rate in February was 6.7 
percent, up from 4.0 percent one year earlier.

April 16, news segment, 6a, 8a, :20 - Hudson Valley jobs declined by 7.3 percent, or 58,100, in 
the 12 months ending in March, the State Labor Department reported on Thursday.
Employment losses were the greatest in educational and health services, at 16,500; leisure and 
hospitality, at 15,800; trade, transportation and utilities, at 8,500; other services, at 5,700; 
natural resources, mining and construction, at 3,800; financial activities, at 3,500; 
manufacturing, at 2,400; information, at 1,400; and professional and business services, at 500.

April 21, news segment, 6a, :30 - – The pandemic has resulted in in jobs as some occupations 
have recovered faster than others. As a result, Ulster County is joining forces with other 
organizations to identify job opportunities, said County Economic Development Director Tim 
Weideman.  “We are working with the Council of Industry and our partners at SBDC, SUNY 
Ulster, and the SBA, on a new program that we are tentatively calling the Fast-Track Workforce 
Platform that will help to be able to identify the jobs that are available in these manufacturers 
and related businesses, identify the skills that they need, both for entry level positions and 
experienced positions to be able to start recruiting the candidates that can fill those positions,” 
he said. Weideman and County Executive Patrick Ryan briefed the Ulster County Chamber of 
Commerce about how the pandemic has impacted business and their recovery.

June 18, news segment, 7a, :20 - Jobs are coming back to the Hudson Valley
as more people get the COVID vaccine and infection rates hit record lows. The State Labor
department reports jobs rose by 14-point-five-percent over the last 12 months. The biggest
gains came in leisure and hospitality. Trade and transportation sector jobs also saw significant



gains across the Hudson Valley. The biggest job losses came in the financial services industry

May 24, news segment, 6a, 9a, :30 - The Hudson Valley, like the rest of the state, has suffered 
massive job losses over the past year due to the pandemic, but they have begun a reversal.
The latest figures from the state labor department should double-digit job growth in the 12 
months ending in April. Ulster County has experienced the greatest growth with a 21.7 percent 
increase followed closely behind by the Orange-Rockland-Westchester Metro Area with 21.6 
percent growth.
The Dutchess-Putnam Metropolitan Division saw a 16.2 percent increase in jobs year over year 
in April while Greene County jobs grew by 15.8 percent. Sullivan County saw an 8.7 percent 
increase in jobs and Columbia County had a 5.0 percent increase.  Private sector jobs in the 
Hudson Valley rose over the year by 126,100, or 20.4 percent, to 744,200 in April.

Public Safety/Residential Impacts/Police Reform:
April 16, news segment, 8a, :20 - The Ulster County budget provides for $900,000 to expand the 
mobile mental health team. That now includes a full-time social worker at the county 911 
center to provide counseling directly to people who may call in with issues, said County 
Executive Patrick Ryan.

April 19, news segment, 7a, :30 - The Town of Poughkeepsie Police Department will be 
participating in the New York State Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee “No Empty Chair" 
enforcement campaign, beginning on Monday, April 19. and running through April 23. The 
campaign seeks to raise awareness of highway dangers during prom and graduation season and 
to ensure there are “no empty chairs” at proms and graduations this year. 
Police Captain Joseph Cavaliere said that beginning on Monday, the town police will be focusing 
enforcement efforts on speeding in school zones. The captain stressed that drivers need to be 
aware that pedestrian foot traffic is heavier in school zone areas and that reduced speed zones 
work to ensure motorists are more aware of their surroundings, as well as have a better 
reaction time.

May 14, news segment, 6a, 8a, :30 - Police departments have tasers that can be used rather 
than deadly force in the event of a violent situation, but now the Orange County Sheriff’s Office 
has added yet another tool to its tool kit to literally stop suspects in their tracks. The device is 
called a BolaWrap and an officer can deploy it sending a Kevlar cord at the suspect, wrapping it 



around his or her legs, or arms and chest, to prevent them from fleeing. Orange County 
Undersheriff Kenneth Jones said it is an effective way to de-escalate a situation

May 24, news segement, 8a, :30 - – Mosquito season is here and the Rockland County Health 
Department is beginning the annual ritual of treating catch basis and storm drains to prevent 
them from breeding in standing water inside those structures. “Not all mosquitoes carry 
diseases, but several species can sometimes spread potentially dangerous diseases like West 
Nile Virus and Eastern Equine Encephalitis to humans,” said County Health Commissioner Dr. 
Patricia Schnabel Ruppert.
County officials says the best and most effective mosquito control begins in your backyard. 
Eliminating standing water is the first step in reducing the mosquito threat. Residents can help 
by regularly checking their property for any items that can hold stagnant water, such as plant 
saucers, dog bowls, and birdbaths, and replace them with fresh water daily.

June 7, news segment, 7a, :30 - - The Middletown Police Department has received a number of 
complaints from residents regarding a telephone scam involving individuals trying to represent 
themselves as employees of Orange and Rockland Utilities. The current approach is for a 
scammer to contact an O&R customer and urge them to pay a delinquent bill.  The scammers – 
who may even make an O&R phone number show up on the customer’s caller ID screen – 
instruct the customer to buy a pre-paid card and load money onto it to pay the bill. Once the 
customer puts money on the pre-paid card and provides the scammer with the card number, 
the scammer steals the money.  
The scammer may be very convincing, and may make a threat to shut off service unless the 
customer immediately buys a pre-paid card and pays the bill. These callers sometimes point the 
customer to a store that sells pre-paid cards.

June 28, news segment, 7a, :40 - - State Attorney General Letitia James teamed up with the City 
of Poughkeepsie Police on Saturday for a successful gun buyback program.  The event at the 
Beulah Baptist Church resulted in several deadly weapons being taken out of circulation.  In 
total, 80 firearms were turned in to police officers who secured them.
The Office of the Attorney General accepts, with no questions asked, working and non-working, 
unloaded firearms in exchange for compensation on site. To date, Attorney General James has 
taken more than 1,100 firearms out of communities through gun buybacks since taking office in 
2019. Poughkeepsie Police Officer and PBA President Kevin Van Wagner said that 49 handguns, 
1 assault rifle, 27 long guns, and three BB guns were accepted at Saturday's event.  "We are 
happy to work with Attorney General James and any organization that will help us remove 
deadly firearms from the streets.  The weapons we collected today will no longer be a threat to 
the community or our officers that protect this city."



Housing:
April 15, news segment, 6a, :30 - The one-year Leviticus Fund study of housing needs in the City 
of Newburgh has been completed and presented to the city council. One of its commendations 
is to explore rent control for apartments as prices continue to escalate in the city.
Mayor Torrance Harvey said that is one issue the city council will seriously explore.
“The housing study does make that as one of the recommendations in seeking rent control and 
rent stabilization in the City of Newburgh, so that is something that we are in discussion about, 
but I am pretty sure that many of us are in support of something like that because of the data,” 
he said.  Enacting rent control would require state approval. The concern for instituting that 
comes as more apartments are upgraded prompting landlords to increase rent.

May 24, news segment, 8a, :30 - – As more and more commercial businesses are locating in the 
Mid-Hudson Valley, the demand for affordable housing is growing with demand far exceeding 
supply.
Orange County Economic Development Director Bill Fioravanti said the cities like Newburgh are 
“hot” and need more affordable housing. “Newburgh is hot as can be right now and you are 
going to see, not just gentrification, which means the area is getting better, but you are going 
to see displacement, and that is where you are seeing most of the workforce housing going to 
our cities,” he said.
The need for people to fill new jobs and providing housing for them is not just in Orange 
County. In neighboring Sullivan County, County Partnership President Marc Baez said new jobs 
will be filled by out-of-county residents, because there is a shortage of people living in Sullivan 
to fill those positions.

June 2, news segment, 7a, :30 - Tenants behind in paying rent and/or utility bills due to a 
COVID-19 hardship may be eligible for the New York State Rental Assistance Program, which is 
funded by the federal government and administered in partnership with the county’s 
Departments of Social Services and Community Development. Approximately $24 million is 
available to help those who are up to 12 months behind in back rent, as well as to pay up to 
three months of future rent, depending on eligibility. Tenants and landlords who are owed rent 
by individuals may apply for the program. Payments will be issued directly to landlords and 
utility companies. Tenants may apply to receive rental and utility bill assistance if, since March 
13, 2020 and due to COVID-19, they are behind in payments; have a member of the household 
who has received unemployment benefits or experienced a reduction in income; and meet 
income and other requirements.



Health/Health Care Issues

Drugs & Alcohol:
April 9, news segment, 7a, :20 - – The Ulster County Gang Enforcement Narcotics Team and 
State Police Troop F Violent Gang and Narcotics Enforcement Team arrested a number of 
members of a drug trafficking organization from Paterson, New Jersey after a several month 
joint investigation.
In June 2020, URGENT developed information and identified a drug trafficking organization 
operating in Ulster County. The ensuing investigation revealed the gang was responsible for 
sale and distribution of heroin and fentanyl in Ulster County and surrounding areas.

Economy/Tourism:
April 16, news segment, 7a, :20 – The City of Beacon Flea Market will be returning to the Henry 
Street Parking Lot every Sunday from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. beginning April 18 through mid-
November.  The city’s farmers’ market’s outdoor operations will run from May through 
November 2 in a new location in the DMV parking lot at 223 Main Street. Both markets will be 
following COVID-19 health and safety guidelines.The Beacon Flea Market is predominantly a 
vintage and antique marketplace that has been operating in the Henry Street parking lot for 
over a decade.

April 22, news segment, 7a, 9a, :30 - Dutchess County is showing signs of an economic recovery 
from the coronavirus pandemic, County Executive Marc Molinaro said Wednesday.
Molinaro listed evidence of that rebirth as he spoke to the Dutchess County Regional Chamber 
of Commerce. “Over the last several months we have seen this community get back into action 
and investment continue yet again and it is happening. I can tell you that just from sales tax 
receipts. Business is starting to grow again, people are starting to spend again, but most 
notably, businesses are investing again,” he said. Molinaro pointed to projects at the county’s 
Hudson Valley Airport in Wappinger, Amazon planning a distribution center in East Fishkill, 
leisure and hospitality training and the development of a new Southern Dutchess campus of 
Dutchess Community College.



April 22, news segment, 8a, :30 - The New York International Air Show will be entertaining 
thousands in the skies over the Hudson Valley once again this summer.
Orange County Executive Steven Neuhaus said Wednesday that the US Air Force Thunderbirds 
have already placed the weekend of August 28 and 29 on their calendar.
For the second year, the show will be held at Orange County Airport at Montgomery instead of 
New York Stewart International, said the county executive. “Last year it worked because of 
COVID and we are still in this weird COVID so, everybody involved feels the safest way to do it 
at the Orange County Airport in Montgomery and at this point, for us and all of the emergency 
management partners that make the air show happen are planning on doing it in 
Montgomery,” he said. Last summer in the height of the pandemic before the world got a grip 
on it, Neuhaus held the show as a drive-in event.

May 12, news segment, 7a, :30 - The downtown area of the City of Middletown may be 
undergoing a continued transformation, but the south side is “red hot” with development, said 
Mayor Joseph DeStefano. He said that area of the city on the Wawayanda border, is growing in 
terms of commercial and residential space. “The Dolson-County Route 78 area is the fastest 
growing part of the city. It has the highest density, a lot of apartment units, a lot of commuters, 
and also access to Route 84,” he said.
On the drawing boards right now are a Wingate by Windham hotel adjacent to a Sleep Inn 
hotel, a retail and residential project – Middletown Commons – not far from the hotel, and a 
Dunkin’ Donuts shop, also near the hotels. DeStefano said the access to the Interstate, 
availability of housing and now, direct access from that part of the city to Legoland in Goshen, 
are maintaining the growth in that part of Middletown.

May 26, news segment, 7a, 9a, :30 - The electronic gaming casino proposed for the Newburgh 
Mall by Resorts World Catskills has cleared several major hurdles by the Newburgh Town 
Board.
Members approved a negative declaration of environmental impacts during its Monday night 
meeting and also approved a zoning change allowing for the casino. Town Supervisor Gil 
Piaquadio said the casino will be the first and only such operation in the town and Orange 
County. “The town has hosted similar uses in the past. An off-track betting facility was 
located at the Mid-Valley Mall for several years without incident, to my knowledge, and 
historically, Pine Point Casino at Orange Lake operated from the late 1800s until the 1950s 
hosting such entertainers as Frank Sinatra and Benny Goodman,” he said



June, 3, in studio guest, 9:15, 15:00, Steve Turk CEO of Turk Hospitality spoke on the opening of 
Splashdown Beach on Rt. 9 in Fishkill.  Spoke on safety protocols and admission deals for the 
summer season.

June 4, news segment, 8a, :30 - The 2021 Ulster County Fair will be returning this summer from 
Tuesday, August 3 through Sunday, August 8 at the Ulster County Fairgrounds in New Paltz, 
County Executive Pat Ryan and the Ulster County Agricultural Society announced on Thursday. 
Ryan also announced that the Ulster County Pool Complex will be open starting July 4 weekend 
and will remain open until Labor Day on September 7. “After an incredibly difficult year, we 
finally have a chance to celebrate and enjoy this summer. I am proud and excited that we are 
able to bring back the Ulster County Fair and re-open the Ulster County Pool Complex this 
summer,” Ryan said. “The Ulster County Fair is an event that is enjoyed by our entire 
community and I am looking forward to being able to have our fairgrounds once again be a hub 
of fun and recreation for all of our Ulster County families

June 11, news segment, 7a, 9a, :30 - - Two Dutchess County Legislature committees approved 
resolutions for proposals regarding Dutchess Stadium.  Two Beacon lawmakers, Democrats Frits 
Zernike and Assistant Minority Leader Nick Page voted against both improvement plans. One 
proposal calls for a new lease agreement between the Hudson Valley Renegades, a New York 
Yankees affiliate, and Dutchess County. The new 25-year lease agreement will be voted on by 
the full legislature on Monday night.   If approved, it will then be ratified by Major League 
Baseball. According to Dutchess County Executive Marc Molinaro, the Renegades baseball 
season generates revenue for a variety of businesses in the county, including lodging.   His 
sentiments were echoed by local hospitality officials. “We are very excited by this agreement 
and the opportunity to work with the Minor League Baseball (MiLB) teams. MiLB’s length of 
stay and mid-week business is exactly what we need to help grow our business,” said Hyatt’s 
Area Director of Sales, Judy D’Alessandro.

June 16, news segment, 6a, 9a, :30 – The City of Newburgh will be launching a series of drive-in 
movie experiences for residents this summer. Each Thursday evening beginning June 24 
through the end of July, at sundown (usually around 8:30 p.m.), people are invited to showings 
of family-friendly films in the Ann Street parking lot (116 Washington Street). People who wish 
to walk-in are welcome to attend and will be given designated spaces for their group. 
A schedule of films is as follows: 
June 24           Toy Story 4
July 1              Sonic the Hedgehog
July 8              Shrek



July 15            Cool Runnings
July 22            The Wiz
July 29            Onward
Spaces are available on a first come, first served basis as the parking lot may reach capacity.
Attendees may begin to arrive to the lot by 7:30 p.m. to claim a space.

June 29, news segment, 8a, :30 - The Kartrite Resort & Indoor Waterpark in Kiamesha Lake is 
reopening on July 1 after being shut down by COVID-19. The facilities, which include the 
80,000-square-foot indoor waterpark, also includes a 324 all-suite hotel with resort rates 
starting at $400 with a $42 resort fee per night per suite. The resort also includes five hiking 
trails that have been reopened for the season. The Kartrite was shuttered like all business 
during the height of the pandemic. It is adjacent to the Resorts World Catskills casino, which 
gradually reopened several months ago.

Indian Point:
April 7, news segment, 6a, :20 - The Hudson Valley Gateway Chamber of Commerce has 
announced its support for the sale of Indian Point by Entergy to Holtec International for the 
purposes of decommissioning. “Holtec has the capabilities and experience to perform 
decommissioning in the timeliest possible manner 12-15 years – shaving decades off the 
alternative scenario, which could take up to 60 years,” said chamber President Deb Milone. She 
said transferring Indian Pont from Entergy to Holtec “will ensure a better future for thousands 
of families. Our communities deserve the safest and timeliest decommissioning possible.”

April 16, news segment, 6a, :20 - New York Attorney General Letitia James, Thursday, 
announced that her office has reached a provisional agreement with Holtec International and 
its subsidiaries (Holtec) regarding the decommissioning and cleanup of the Indian Point nuclear 
power plant in Buchanan. The joint proposal, which is subject to approval by the State Public 
Service Commission, was negotiated by the state, environmental organizations, Entergy — the 
current owner of Indian Point, and Holtec.

April 16, news segment 8a, :20  Governor Cuomo is announcing a joint
proposal to close the Indian Point nuclear power facility. In conjunction with Holtec 
International and its subsidiaries, the Buchanan location's closure is available for public 
comment. It's slated to be reviewed and considered by the State Public Service Commission 
during a future session.



April 29, news segment, 6a  :15- Tomorrow, the Indian Point nuclear power plant
will stop producing energy after 45 years of powering Westchester County and New York City.
 The plant's unit three will be taken out of service. It's expected that it could take between 12
and 15 years to dismantle the facility. Holtec International will likely be in charge of safely 
taking the plant apart. The work will be paid for by the Decommissioning Trust Fund.

 May 20, news segment 7a, :15- New York's Public Service Commission is approving the sale of 
the now no-longer operating Indian Point. New Jerseybased Holtec International appears to 
have satisfied the regulatory body's concerns overfunding and safety measures around 
dismantling the facility in Buchanan. Governor Andrew
Cuomo's office says the agreement assures a thorough and prompt cleanup. His office also
argues the fully decommissioned plant will put the state on pace to meet greenhouse gas goals

Environment:
April 9, news segment, 8a, :20 - - New York State is investing in clean energy. The
state is giving ten companies three million dollars to move forward with energy saving 
initiatives and invest in entrepreneurial projects that advance clean energy technologies. One 
of the companies, ConnectDER from Virginia, is teaming up with ConEdison to bring its 
technology to residents in Westchester

April 12, news segment, 7a, :20 - – Routine monitoring for the presence of drinking water 
contaminants shows the Town of Wallkill system exceeded the maximum contaminant level for 
Total Trihalomethanes, but the water is safe to consume, said Louis Ingrassia, Jr., the town’s 
public works commissioner. The latest samples taken show the water is below the maximum 
contaminant level, but Ingrassia noted the monitoring is based on the running annual average, 
which exceeded the levels.

April 12, news segment, 6a, :20 - U.S. Senator Charles Schumer is calling on the Environmental 
Protection Agency to take steps to address PFAS recently discovered in water supplies in 
Rockland and Westchester counties.  He called on the EPA to immediately set a maximum 
contaminant level to regulate PFOA and PFOS in drinking water; to review health data on all 
PFAS chemicals together and propose and implement specific regulatory actions that they can 
take against all of them; and to immediately begin phasing out non-essential uses of PFAS 
chemicals while it undertakes the other two prongs.



May 21, news segment, 8a, :30 - The Stewart Air Guard Base has been accepted into the 
Defense Environmental Restoration Program, in which the base was previously excluded.
At issue is remediation of the PFAS contamination of the Newburgh/New Windsor area water 
sources that have been contaminated by PFAS chemicals migrating from the Stewart Air 
National Guard Base.
Senators Charles Schumer and Kirsten Gillibrand and Rep. Sean Patrick Maloney have been 
holding the Department of Defense’s feet to the fire to have the Orange County crisis included 
in the funding program. “Acceptance into the Defense Environmental Restoration Program is a 
game-changer for the effort to clean up the toxic PFAS mess at Stewart, and that is why we 
worked so hard to change the make to make it happen,” said Schumer. “Almost five years since 
toxic PFAS chemicals were first discovered flowing from Stewart Air National Guard Base into 
the City of Newburgh’s drinking water it is high time we get a real deal, with resources behind it 
to clean up the PFAS and protect the public health for nearby Orange County residents.”

June, 25, news segment, 9a, :30 - – Senator James Skoufis (D, Cornwall) met with local officials, 
environmental advocates and members of community organizations, Thursday, to put pressure 
on Governor Cuomo to sign into law the new Emerging Contaminants Bill (S1759A) which 
provides universal water testing in New York State. Currently, the state only requires annual 
water testing from communities that have a population of 10,000, or larger. An estimated 2.5 
million New Yorkers live in areas with a lower population and as a consequence are not 
required to have their water tested. The legislation will require that all New York State water 
providers be tested for the 13 emerging contaminants already required of larger community 
water sources, as well as test for an additional 27 emerging contaminants listed by the federal 
EPA.

Cannabis:
April 1, news segment, 7a, :30 – Pot is now legal in New York State.  Melissa Moore of the Drug 
Policy Alliance says the law will ensure at least half of marijuana licenses go to underserved 
communities. Governor Andrew Cuomo signed the bill into law yesterday that allows folks age 
21 and over to have up to three ounces of weed. The bill would also automatically erase most 
marijuana-related convictions. New York State is officially the 15th state to legalize marijuana.

April 15, news segment, 8a, :20 - As of April 1, it is legal to possess small amounts of cannabis 
for personal recreational use, but the state has no place set up to legally buy it. That could take 



18 to 24 months.  You may think it is a conundrum, but the governor’s legal counsel, Beth 
Garvey, said on Wednesday that it is now legal to buy it elsewhere. “We have also in many of 
our border states legal adult use cannabis, which can now be legally purchases across the state 
border and consumed within New York State,” she said.

June 16, news segment, 6a, 8a, :30 - Mayor Joseph DeStefano is pushing a ban on cannabis 
dispensaries and lounges in the city, but that decision is up to the common council. A dozen 
people spoke in favor of allowing them, while only one person, a bank president opposed them. 
The mayor and some members of the council note that if they are banned by the end of the 
year and it is proven to be a bd policy, they can be approved next year. DeStefano is also 
concerned about approving them now as the state has yet to draft regulations to govern them 
and that could take another year.
Those who spoke in favor of them, said banning dispensaries would mean an estimated loss of 
$100,000 in tax revenue to the city. Others said it would hurt the black and brown communities 
since a percentage of dispensary operators would have to be minority members, according to 
the state law legalizing recreational cannabis use.

WSPK PSA INITIATIVES:
K104’s Find Work Network – this ongoing campaign started March 15.  This is an effort to find 
employment for Hudson Valley residents.  It is support with a main rotator on stations web site 
and 21 promos per week.

April 1-June 30, On air promo 5x/day with social media to support K104’s Small Business 
Booster, this was a support local business initiative.

Podcasts:

www.k104online.com host a podcast page that serves as a landing spot for 3 self 
help/inspirational programs.  

Shine On with Kacey is a Health and Happiness show with deep dives into self help topics

Kacey’s Wellness Minute is a condensed recap of Shine One

Happy Hour with Jonna and Karyl – a one hour show on personal empowerment.




