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TRAFFIC/TRANSIT AND TRANSPORTION AND PORT AUTHORITY
WSPK runs local traffic reports at 6a, 6:30a 7a, 7:30a, 8a, 8:30a, 
4:30p, 4:50p, 5:20p, 5:50p and 6:20p.  Here, WSPK delivers information impacting the travel 
concerns related to Metro North, MTA Bridges, Airports as well as local road, parkways, 
highways and interstates. Road construction warning and information were also 
communicated. These live reports run Monday rough Friday.

July 6, news segment, 6a, 8a, :20 - Cashless tolling begins on the Newburgh-Beacon Bridge on 
Wednesday, July 7. Motorists will be able to drive under the gantries non-stop while overhead 
censors will capture either their E-Z Pass ID number or their license plate. If they don’t have E-
ZPass, they will receive a bill in the mail. The other four bridges operated by the New York State 
Bridge Authority will convert to the new system over the next several months, said Bridge 
Authority spokesman Christopher Steber.

July 6, news segment, 8a, :20 - The Federal Aviation Administration has awarded two Hudson 
Valley area airports funding under its Airport Improvement Program. “We don’t want to just 
build our airports back to the way things were before the pandemic. We wat our airports to be 
better than ever – accessible to all, delivering maximum benefit to their communities, and 
helping directly and indirectly create jobs for millions of Americans,” said U.S. Transportation 
Secretary Pete Buttigieg. Sullivan County International Airport in Bethel will receive $100,000 
for apron rehabilitation. Hudson Valley Regional Airport, formerly named Dutchess County 
Airport, in Wappinger, will receive $35,000 for security enhancements

August 30th news segment 9a - :30 sec.- Metro-North Rail Road is changing its schedule to add 
more trains seven days a week. The railroad is adding 102 trains to weekday schedules, just a 
day after weekend service was restored to its pre-pandemic schedule. Commuters will also be 
able to catch a ride directly from Grand Central Station to Wassaic and New Canaan. Meantime, 
ferry service also resumes today for HaverstrawOssining and Newburgh-Beacon branches, 
which match up with peak morning and afternoon trains.

September 3, news segment, 8a, :30 - – MTA Metro-North Railroad announced that following 
the unprecedented rainfall associated with the remnants of Hurricane Ida, it anticipates 
restoring service on the full length of the New Haven Line and on the Harlem Line as far as the 
Town of Southeast. Trains will operate on an enhanced weekend schedule beginning at 
approximately 5 a.m. North End Access at Grand Central Terminal is expected to reopen at 6:30 
a.m. 



Metro-North crews worked early Thursday morning and throughout the day to clear flooding 
and mudslide conditions, remove downed trees and debris across all three of its East-of-Hudson 
lines.

September 17th news segment 7a,  :20- Metro-North will continue charging 
commuters off-peak fares as it sees an increase in ridership. The MTA says more than 120-
thousand people took Metro-North Monday and Tuesday, breaking COVID-era single day 
records and coinciding with the return to the office for many workers. However, prior to the 
pandemic, the average weekday ridership was more than double that number. Single tickets 
will remain at off-peak prices and ticket packages will stay as low as 40-percent off as the 
railroad waits to see how many people go back to the office full time.
September 20th news segment 7a- :10 sec.- Metro-North will continue charging 
commuters off-peak prices as it sees an increase in ridership. Off-peak fares will remain for 
single tickets and ticket packages will stay as low as 40-percent off as the railroad waits to see 
how many people go back to the office full time.

August 2, new segments, 8a, :30 - Demand for hangar space for aircraft based at New York 
Stewart International Airport is so high that the Port Authority is exploring qualified developers 
to construct additional space. At present, there is no space available and Stewart Business 
Development Director Michael Torelli said more will be a plus for the airport and the region.
“With new hangar development comes vacancy and then additional aircraft will be based here. 
That is the key part. It is one thing to utilize the airport, but it is another thing to have them 
based at an airport, because basing an aircraft at an airport brings extra jobs, extra investment 
and more activity,” he said.  Signature Aviation, one of Stewart’s two fixed base operators, is 
scheduled to build a new facility that will include offices and hangar space.

September 8, news segment, 8a, :30 -Cashless tolling will be implemented at the Bear 
Mountain Bridge in early October, the New York State Bridge Authority announced on Tuesday.
With the new system motorists will experience non-stop travel under gantries with sensors and 
cameras that read E-ZPass tags and take license plate images. Vehicles with E-ZPass tags will be 
automatically charged and vehicles without E-ZPass tags will have their license plate image 
captured and a toll bill mailed to the registered owner of the vehicle via Tolls by Mail NY.

Covid-19
News Segments-July 2nd, 8a, 9a, :30 - The White House is sending surge response teams to 
COVID hot spots dealing with the delta variant. They'll help at vaccination sites, distribute 
supplies and conduct contract tracing. The delta variant now accounts for 26-percent of all new 
cases. Bruce Springsteen, Paul Simon and Jennifer Hudson will headline New York City's big 
summer concert marking its comeback from the pandemic. They’ll take the stage in Central 
Park on August 21. NYC Mayor de Blasio says it’s all possible because people got vaccinated. 
Glen Island Beach and the entire park are set to reopen to the public tomorrow. The COVID-19 



pandemic had led to New Rochelle park's closure for over a year. During the closure, the site 
was used as a drive-thru coronavirus testing site. Fireworks displays are back on in the Hudson 
Valley for this Fourth of July after they were scrapped last year due to the pandemic. There will 
be fireworks tomorrow night in places like Pomona, West Point, Hyde Park and Dutchess 
Stadium. Then, on July 4 itself, you can catch fireworks in areas like Yonkers, Mamaroneck, 
Nyack, Sleepy Hollow and Amenia. Sadly, the weather is canceling fireworks at Kensico Dam 
Plaza in Valhalla, as well as in White Plains, Katonah, Peekskill, Scarsdale, Poughkeepsie and 
Newburgh.

News Segments-July 7th at 6a, 8, :30 - President Biden is again pleading with everyone to 
protect themselves against coronavirus as  the delta variant spreads. He says 160-million 
people will be fully vaccinated by the end of the  week. But he warned not to get complacent, 
stressing communities are still at risk. A ticker tape parade to honor essential workers is set for 
today in NYC. About 25-hundred people, 14 floats and 13 marching bands will take part. The 
excessive heat forecast for today forced cancellation of a post-parade ceremony at City Hall.

News Segments- July 12th at 5:55 am, 6:55 am, 7:55 am & 11:55am
New York state's positivity rate has risen above 1 percent for the first time since May. Gov 
Cuomo released the latest coronavirus numbers yesterday, which show the positivity rate at. 
1.02-percent. State health officials say the highly contagious Delta variant is driving the 
increase. Pfizer plans to meet with top US health officials today to discuss a request for federal 
authorization of a third dose of its covid 19 vaccine as concerns grow over rising COVID-19 
cases. New data from the health dept shows six of ten NYC neighborhoods with the highest 
covid rates.

News Segments-July 14th at 5:55 am, 6:55 am, 7:55 am & 11:55am 
A Westchester venue is paying 427-thousand dollars in restitution to people who made 
deposits for events like weddings that never happened due to the pandemic. New York State 
Attorney General Letitia James announced today that the Greentree Country Club in New 
Rochelle has returned money to 76 customers. James says when customers asked for refunds 
after venues shut down last year the country club refused and only offered a rescheduled event 
or credit toward a future event

News Segments-July 20th at 5:55 am, 6:55 am, 7:55 am & 11:55am
Every child should be wearing a mask in school when they return this fall. Even those as young 
as three years old in preschool. That's what the American Academy of Pediatrics is 
recommending. The updated guidance extends to students who've been vaccinated. As the 
Coronavirus positivity rate continues to be on the rise in New York, some officials are calling on 
the state to once again require masks indoors even for those fully vaccinated. Wall Street is 
looking for a comeback when the opening bell rings this morning. Concerns over a surge in 
COVID cases sparked a major sell-off yesterday. Stocks fell sharply as investors weighed the 
impact on the global economy. As many vaccine sites close in New York state, Westchester 
County is launching some pop-up clinics to address a climb in COVID case numbers. County 
Executive George Latimer told News12 that it's not a crisis point yet but the County is definitely 



moving in the wrong direction, with communities like Mount Vernon, Yonkers and New 
Rochelle seeing the greatest number of active cases over the past two weeks. The first pop up is 
at the Westchester Community College Extension Center in Mount Vernon today from 3:30 to 
7:30 p.m. Metro-North will resume ferry service for Rockland and Orange County commuters 
later this summer. Starting at the end of August, residents will be able to once again take the 
Haverstraw-Ossining and Newburgh-Beacon ferries to the Hudson Line and then into 
Manhattan during peak hours. Service has been suspended since the beginning of the 
pandemic and will resume ahead of Labor Day weekend, when many more people are expected 
to return to work in-person.

News Segments-July 26th at 8a, :30 - Coronavirus indicators continue to worsen across the HV 
and the state. According to state data, the Hudson Valley region is reporting a seven-day 
positivity rate of one-point-40-percent. The average has jumped roughly two-tenth of a percent 
since Friday. Westchester County reported 74 new infections while Orange confirmed 38 and 
Rockland tallied 19. The U.S. Justice Department is declining to open an investigation into 
Governor Cuomo's handling of state nursing homes during the coronavirus pandemic. 
Republicans are blasting the Department of Justice for not opening a civil investigation into the 
COVID response in nursing homes in several states. The Trump DOJ requested data from New 
York, Pennsylvania, Michigan, and New Jersey last August. That came amid questions about 
possibly worsening the pandemic death toll through policies that required nursing homes to 
accept residents previously hospitalized for COVID. The nation's top expert on coronavirus 
confirms the CDC may urge everyone to mask up again. Appearing on CNN, Dr. Anthony Fauci 
also defended COVID research at a lab in China. New York State is behind on paying coronavirus 
rent relief to tenants in need, and Senator Majority Leader Chuck Schumer isn't happy about it. 
The state's rent moratorium is set to expire at the end of August. NYC Mayor Bill de Blasio is 
now requiring all city employees to either get the coronavirus vaccine or submit to weekly 
testing. This will start with some 45 thousand city workers in congregate and residential 
settings on August 16th and by September 13th the whole workforce will have to abide by the 
COVID requirement.

News Segments-July 28th 8a, :30 - Governor Andrew Cuomo says New York state health 
officials are reviewing the latest coronavirus recommendations issued by the CDC yesterday. 
The agency is suggesting people who are vaccinated to once again mask up indoors while also 
recommending students in K-12 also wear face coverings. Cuomo says New Yorkers have beat 
back COVID before, adding we've gone from the highest positivity rate on the globe to the 
lowest. The COVID Delta variant has reportedly been confirmed in Rockland County. The 
Journal News reports NYS informed the county today that four cases of the highly contagious 
strain were discovered the second week of July. Rockland spokesman John Lyon says Delta had 
been suspected in the area.

News Segments-July 29th, 7a, :30 - Governor Andrew Cuomo says cities should "strongly 
consider" putting into place new mask requirements after the CDC changed their guidelines. 
Indoor masking is now recommended by the CDC for both vaccinated and unvaccinated people, 
in spots with "substantial" or "high" rates of COVID-19 transmission. Furthermore, Cuomo says 



all state employees must either be vaccinated or submit to weekly coronavirus testing by Labor 
Day. However, hospital workers won't have the option to get tested and must get vaccinated. 
President Biden is expected to lay out a COVID vaccination requirement for federal workers 
today. Federal employees and government contractors reportedly will have to prove they have 
been fully vaccinated, or agree to regular COVID testing. Yonkers is mandating all city and 
school employees get vaccinated by Labor Day or undergo weekly testing. Mayor Mike Spano 
believes this measure will bring coronavirus cases down, which have been on the rise as 
concerns grow over the emerging delta variant.

News Segments-August 2nd at 6a, 8a, :30 - For now, Westchester County does not require its 
employees to get vaccinated against COVID19, but Westchester is launching a campaign that 
aims to get the entire county's workforce vaccinated by Labor Day. County Executive George 
Latimer says the county is also reestablishing a mandatory mask mandate for most county 
facilities. New York State's coronavirus positivity rate is creeping up on two-and-half-percent. 
Yesterday, the state reported a two-point-46-percent seven-day average and The Mid-Hudson 
region reported a two-point-28-percent positivity rate. Westchester County confirmed the 
highest number of additional cases in Hudson Valley region, with 137 infections. The state also 
reported nine additional deaths. Dr. Anthony Fauci says it's unlikely the surge in COVID-19 cases 
will result in lockdowns but he expects the situation to get worse. Speaking on ABC's This Week, 
Fauci says the seven-day average has risen dramatically. He added more than 100-million 
people in the U.S. are eligible for the vaccine, but have not been jabbed. Fauci acknowledged 
breakthrough cases among the vaccinated, but he noted those cases usually result in mild 
symptoms. Today, Mayor DeBlasio and New York City health officials are expected to discuss 
the recent mask guidance put out by the CDC. DeBlasio is expected to recommend vaccinated 
people wear a mask in "indoor settings" where the vaccination status of other people is 
unknown, but he will stop short of making it a mandate. That puts the city in line with the state, 
New Jersey and Connecticut. Governor Andrew Cuomo announced that all MTA employees and 
New York employees of the Port Authority must be vaccinated or tested weekly starting Labor 
Day. The governor had just imposed similar requirements on state employees last week. He 
said additional vaccination sites will be opening now and additional testing sites will open in 
September. The number of cases in the state has increased "four-fold" in the last month, and 
hospitalizations have doubled

News Segments-August 3rd at 7a, :30 - The CDC is suggesting twelve more counties in New York 
where people should be wearing masks because of increased levels of COVID-19. As of 
yesterday, the agency recommended Putnam and Columbia have people mask up indoors, 
regardless of their vaccination status. Orange and Westchester counties are already on the list. 
As cases of the Delta variant continue to rise throughout NYS, Governor Cuomo is calling on 
businesses to only admit those who are vaccinated against coronavirus. He’s also urging local 
school districts to tell teachers they need to get the vaccine or test weekly in CDC labeled high 
risk areas. Westchester County is reporting that 80-percent of adult residents have received at 
least one dose of the COVID vaccine. County Executive George Latimer notes Westchester ranks 
seventh statewide in terms of vaccination rate.



News Segments-August 6th at 6a, 9a, :30 - Coronavirus is exploding across the nation with 83-
percent of counties seeing moderate to high spread. Cases almost doubled from last week due 
to the delta variant. Florida and six other states with the lowest vaccination rates make up half 
of all new infections and hospitalizations.  Moderna says its two-dose vaccine against the 
coronavirus remains durable for six months after the second shot. However, it says the highly-
contagious Delta variant will lead to more infections among the vaccinated when people are 
spending more time indoors. The company said a third dose will likely be needed prior to 
winter. New Jersey officials are expected to announce today that all K-through 12 students will 
be wearing masks to start off the school year.  That's according to several news outlets. 
Originally, Governor Murphy said the plan was to have the school districts decide on their own 
mask policies. Meanwhile, New York State's health department is not issuing mask guidance 
and will leave it up to local school districts. The CDC recommends all students and school staff 
wear masks,Westchester County is gearing up for a week of pop-up COVID-19 vaccine clinics. 
Officials across the nation have picked up vaccination efforts as infection rates continue rising 
due to the Delta variant. The first one will be tomorrow at Rye Neck Senior High School Library 
in Mamaroneck, where first doses of the Pfizer vaccine will be administered. Residents are 
encouraged to make an appointment, but walk-ins are welcome. The military is taking new 
action amid a surge in COVID cases. Troops are being told they need to be vaccinated by the 
middle of next month. The Pentagon warns the mandate could happen even sooner depending 
on when the FDA gives full vaccine approval. More kids are getting sick with coronavirus. 
Nearly 94-thousand infections were reported last week, making 15-percent of all new cases. 
Florida leads the nation in children hospitalized, just as back to school begins. Some districts 
have mask mandates despite a state ban.

News Segments-August 10th at 8a, :30 - News Segments-August 10th at 5:55 am, 6:55 am, 7:55 
am & 11:55am Westchester County is gearing up for a week of pop-up COVID-19 vaccine clinics. 
Officials across the nation have picked up vaccination efforts as infection rates continue rising 
due to the Delta variant. The first one will be tomorrow at Rye Neck Senior High School Library 
in Mamaroneck, where first doses of the Pfizer vaccine will be administered. Residents are 
encouraged to make an appointment, but walk-ins are welcome. The military is taking new 
action amid a surge in COVID cases. Troops are being told they need to be vaccinated by the 
middle of next month. The Pentagon warns the mandate could happen even sooner depending 
on when the FDA gives full vaccine approval. More kids are getting sick with coronavirus. 
Nearly 94-thousand infections were reported last week, making 15-percent of all new cases. 
Florida leads the nation in children hospitalized, just as back to school begins. Some districts 
have mask mandates despite a state ban.

News Segments-August 23rd at 8a, :30 - The FDA is aiming to approve Pfizer's COVID vaccine 
today beyond emergency use. Surgeon General Vivek Murthy believes that will lead to more 
mandates. He says some universities, businesses and hospitals are waiting for the formal okay 
before requiring vaccinations.



News Segments-August 25th 9a, :30 - Governor Kathy Hochul is laying out her priorities for her 
first days in office, including the push for all teachers to either get the COVID-19 vaccine or face 
testing. Hochul also said she has directed the Department of Health to require face masks at all 
schools, and she listed combatting the Delta variant first on her list of initial goals. Hochul was 
sworn in Tuesday after midnight following former governor Andrew Cuomo's resignation, with 
an official ceremony held Tuesday morning. Governor Kathy Hochul is adding to the number of 
people who died of COVID in New York state. The new governor said 12-thousand more people 
died than previously reported by Governor Cuomo on his last day in office. Her office says 
nearly 55-thousand-400-people died from COVID based on death certificate data sent to the 
CDC. That's up from around 43-thousand-400 deaths. While appearing on MSNBC this morning, 
Hochul said she's releasing the information "so people know the nursing home deaths and the 
hospital deaths are consistent with what's being displayed by the CDC." Dr. Anthony Fauci says 
the country could get the COVID-19 pandemic under control as soon as spring of next year. 
Speaking on the Today show, the nation's top infectious disease expert said it really comes 
down to people getting vaccinated.

September 1, news segment, 7a, :30 - Ulster County Executive Patrick Ryan has signed an 
executive order requiring all county employees, regardless of vaccination status, to wear a 
mask when entering county-owned buildings and facilities. County Health Commissioner Dr. 
Carol Smith also issued updated guidance that strongly recommends all members of the public 
to wear masks indoors, regardless of vaccination status. That should help curb the spread of the 
virus, said Ryan. “This is a key step to make sure that we can slow and ultimately stop the 
spread of the Delta variant while we buy ourselves time to up our vaccines percentage and 
hopefully prevent any additional variants that could be even more dangerous and more 
contagious and/or more resistant to the vaccine,” he said.

September 3, news segment, 7a, :20 - Medical experts have been telling us for weeks now that 
most people who have become infective with the coronavirus have not been vaccinated.
An informal survey conducted by Dutchess County officials bares that out, notes County 
Executive Marc Molinaro. “Eighty percent of those who self-report, so of those we contacted 
and respond to the calls, 80 percent of those new cases are among those who were not fully 
vaccinated. That could mean that an individual may have received their first dose or no dose at 
all,” he said.  Because of the spread of the Delta variant of the virus, counties have begun to 
reopen mass distribution centers for those who have not been vaccinated. Also, health officials 
are now saying a third dose may be required for better protection against the death disease.

News Segment-September 3  8a, :20 -  It seems the nation isn't at risk right now from another 
new COVID variant. That word from top expert Dr. Anthony Fauci. He says they're watching 
"mu” closely and admits it could be more resistant to vaccines but says more research is 
needed.



News Segments-September 16th 6a :20 - 
Governor Kathy Hochul is encouraged by New York's COVID vaccination rates, but wants more 
young people to get shots. She noted 73-percent of New York residents are fully vaccinated. 
The state's current positivity rate has been keeping steady for the past few days at a 
little over three-percent, with officials closely watching the Finger Lakes, Western New York, 
Long Island, the Capitol region and particularly the state's northernmost area.

News Segments-September 17th at 7a, 9a, :30 - State government agencies are now free to 
start adding employees again. Governor Hochul has announced that a hiring freeze has been 
lifted. The freeze, which went into effect at the start of the COVID-19 crisis last year, is 
suspended through the end of the current fiscal year. The workforce at state agencies has fallen 
dramatically during the pandemic from about 118-thousand people last March to just over 107-
thousand employees last month. Officials say that decline has mostly been connected to 
attrition. President Biden and his medical adviser Dr. Anthony Fauci think it's time for booster 
shots. An FDA advisory committee meets today to weigh whether that idea is safe, effective or 
even necessary. Some groups says a third shot should wait.

News Segments-September 22nd at 8a, :20 - In a push to make it easy for parents to get their 
child vaccinated against Coronavirus, Governor Kathy Hochul is sending 120 mobile vaccine 
vans to schools throughout NYS this fall. Hochul is not ruling out a vaccine mandate for 
students. The FDA could decide today whether to recommend Pfizer COVID-19 booster shots. 
An advisory panel already recommended a third dose for those at high risk, along with people 
65 and older.

News Segments-September 23rd at 7a, :15 - A CDC committee is expected to vote today on 
who should get Pfizer's COVID booster shot first. Experts spent time reviewing data yesterday 
before the FDA approved a third dose.

PSA Campaigns:

PSA Campaign- Airing ongoing campaign for the New York Governor’s Safety Committee. 
:30 PSA’s change with emphasis on topics like Drinking and Driving, Texting and Driving. 
Campaign started in January and airs to December.

July 4th Don’t Drink and Drive PSA – 7/1 – 7/4.  This PSA campaign stressed the awareness of 
designated drivers and safety measures for the holiday weekend.

Harry Chapin Run for Hunger- 9/13/21-10/16/21- :30 PSA promoting the annual Harry Chapin 
Run for Hunger in Croton to raise money for efforts by local food pantries helping to feed the 
hungry.

American Cancer Society-“Making Strides 2021 Campaign”- 9/20/21-10/16/21- :30 PSA to 



promote the “Making Strides Walks” in Westchester at Manhattanville College and the Hudson 
Valley Walk at Woodbury Common Premium Outlets, both on Sunday, October 17th

Center for Addiction, Prevention and Educations ‘CAPE Starry Night’. This annual event to 
create awareness to their initiatives was promoted 9/1-9/12 
.

Health/Wellness Issues:
August 5, news segment, 8a, :20 - - Dutchess County Executive Marc Molinaro announced a 
$170,000 county grant for improvements at Hyde Park's Hackett Hill Park on Wednesday 
afternoon.  Molinaro made the surprise announcement while standing with town officials at an 
unveiling of improvements at a different town park. According to Molinaro, the funding is being 
distributed through the Dutchess County Municipal Investment Grant program.  The 
announcement was met with a large round of applause by those gathered at Dinsmore Park.  
The award is in response to an application filed by the town in which they sought funds to 
improve access and ADA compliance at the 45-acre park in the center of town.

August 5, news segment, 9a, :30 - Town and Dutchess County officials joined the Hyde Park 
community on Wednesday for the official ribbon-cutting of three new pickleball courts at 
Dinsmore Park in Staatsburg.  The park also unveiled the restored basketball courts in the park.
The project was funded through a $100,000 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) of 
federal funds distributed by Dutchess County, and money from the Town Recreation Trust 
Fund. Town Supervisor Aileen Rohr said the improvements at Dinsmore Park are "a nice 
enhancement for the park in the charming hamlet of Staatsburg and available to all Hyde Park 
residents," and she thanked Dutchess County Executive Marc Molinaro for the support.

September 8, news segment, 8a, :30 - Orange County will receive a minimum of just under $1.3 
million as part of a statewide settlement of claims against Johnson & Johnson/Janssen with the 
potential to receive as much as $3 million if counties across the state likewise settle their cases 
with Johnson & Johnson. County Executive Steven Neuhaus had directed the county attorney in 
late 2016 to take steps to sue various opioid manufacturers/distributors. Orange County 
became the fourth of New York’s 57 counties (outside of New York City) to commence action 
against opioid manufacturers in May of 2017, joining with Suffolk, Erie and Broome counties. 
The funding, when finalized, will largely be directed to fighting opioid abuse.
 “Opioid manufacturers and distributors knowingly allowed people to become addicted to their 
drugs, causing rather than reducing pain to families, communities, and the patients 
themselves,” Neuhaus said. “These funds will not bring back loved ones lost to the opioid 
epidemic but will hopefully assist others in getting help with their opioid addictions.”

News Segment on September 23rd 7a- :10 sec. and September 24th at 
11:55 am- Westchester County officials are reporting the second positive West Nile Virus case 
of the year. Experts say you should wear long sleeves and pants when outdoors at dusk or 



dawn to help avoid the mosquito-borne illness.

Education/Child Services/Covid’s impact of Education:
July 6, news segment, 9a, :20 - Dutchess County Executive Marc Molinaro will present plans for 
a $25 million investment in a new, state-of-the-art Youth Opportunity Center in the City of 
Poughkeepsie to the County Legislature’s Budget, Finance and Personnel Committee on 
Thursday, July 8.  Molinaro's plan calls for the authorization to spend $10 million of American 
Recovery Plan (ARP) money to move the project forward. The center, to be constructed at the 
former YMCA site on Montgomery Street, will be a multi-use facility that focuses on 
recreational, educational, and healthy opportunities – both physical and mental - for youth and 
also will be the home of the county’s Path to Promise initiative that employs strategic ways to 
ensure all young people in the county, from birth through employment, have the assets they 
need to achieve their full potential as they grow into young adults.

July 14, news segment, 7a-:15- The Superintendent of Schools in Newburgh is 
getting a significant pay raise. School Board Members voted last week to bump up Dr. Roberto 
Padilla's salary by 30-thousand-dollars, bringing it up to 279-thousand the first year and 282-
thousand the second year. The board had said Padilla was underpaid in comparison to some of 
the largest school districts in the Hudson Valley, with Middleton paying its superintendent more 
than 323-grand and Yonkers paying more than 285-thousand.

July 23rd news segment 8a- :10- Marist College is naming a new president for the 
first time in nearly four decades. Kevin Weinman will be the fifth president of the four-year 
college, taking over the role from President Dennis Murray. Weinman has a Ph.D., and currently 
serves as the chief financial and administrative officer at Amherst College.

September 3, news segement, 8a, :30 - New regulations for the safe reopening of schools 
includes a requirement that all teachers, administrators and other school employees must show 
proof of vaccination against COVID-19 or submit to weekly tests. Governor Hochul also 
announced that everyone in school buildings during instructional hours ad extracurricular 
activities to wear mask. New guidance also prioritizes in-person learning and details 
recommendations and requirements for vaccinations, face masks, physical distancing and 
testing to monitor potential transmission, among other areas. The guidance largely tracks with 
the CDC guidance which districts were advised to follow. Districts also have the flexibility to go 
beyond that guidance. “My top priority is to get children back to school and protect the 
environment so then can learn, and everyone is safe,” the governor said.



September 10th news segment 9a - :10 sec.- Several school districts across the Hudson Valley 
are dealing with a shortage of bus drivers. Newburgh, Pine Bush, and East Ramapo say they're 
affected by the low number of drivers. The districts are asking parents to carpool in order to get 
their kids to school, with school officials adding they're considering all possible solutions.

September 15th news segment 7a - :15 sec.- There's a call in New York for Governor Kathy 
Hochul to bring in the National Guard to help with the shortage of school bus drivers. The 
number of drivers in New York State is down 15 to 20-percent and it's also an issue nationwide. 
Massachusetts Governor Charlie Baker announced earlier this week that he is activating 250 
Guard troops to drive vans to transport students. Now, State Assemblymen Michael Lawler of 
Rockland County is among those calling for similar action in the Empire State.

Employment:
July 6, news segment, 7a, :20 - – Unemployment in the Hudson Valley fell to 4.6 percent in May 
compared to 12.2 percent one year earlier as the pandemic winds down.
The State Labor Department reported several municipalities fell below the current regional 
rate. The lowest rate of joblessness, at 3.1 percent, was recorded in the Village of Port Chester. 
The highest rate was 7.4 percent in the City of Mount Vernon. Also falling below the regional 
average were the towns of Rye, Mamaroneck, and East Fishkill and the Village of Harrison.
Communities above the regional average were the cities of Yonkers, Haverstraw, and Monroe 
and the cities of Newburgh and Poughkeepsie.

July 21, news segment, 8a, :30 - – Legislation that will connect New Yorkers to additional state 
support when applying for unemployment has been signed into law by the Governor. The 
legislation (S.5490-B/A.6337-B), sponsored by Senator Michelle Hinchey (D, Saugerties) and 
Assemblywoman Aileen Gunther (D-Forestburgh) requires the State Department of Labor to 
provide individuals filing or certifying an unemployment claim with additional information on 
rental, mortgage, food, and utility assistance. The labor department is charged with sharing this 
information as part of the online claims process so that each time a person utilizes the website 
portal they can review the variety of additional state assistance programs available, including 
information on the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), Emergency Rental 
Assistance Program (ERAP), Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP), and mortgage relief 
through the COVID-19 Eviction and Foreclosure Prevention Act of 2020.

July 29, news segment, 7a, :30 - The Newburgh Teachers’ Association is not happy with the 
school district administration’s decision that changed all teacher grades of zero to 55 for 
students in grades 6 through 12. “The Newburgh Teachers’ Association and is members want to 
be on record that the district has taken away the teachers’ discretion in regards to grading,” 
NTA President Stacy Moran wrote in a July 14 letter to Superintendent Roberto Padilla and 
school board members. But, the district does not see it that way. Spokeswoman Cassie Sklarz 
said, “Consistent with the practice of schools across New York State, 55 is still a failing grade. Aa 
a minimum, this gives scholars a fighting chance to recover.”



August 2, news segment, 6a, 9a, :20 - – Unemployment in the Hudson Valley in June of last year 
was at 12.3 percent, according to the state labor department. This past June, it was down to 5.3 
percent, another indication of the opening economy. The lowest rate of joblessness this past 
June was in the Village of Port Chester, at 3.6 percent. The highest rate was in the Town of 
Monroe, at 8.0 percent. The cities in the area were all above the regional average. Mount 
Vernon  had a 7.7 percent rate of unemployment, Newburgh was at 7.0 percent, Yonkers was at 
6.9 percent, Poughkeepsie was at 6.8 percent, and Middletown was at 6.3 percent.

Public Safety/Police Issue and Social Reforms:
News Segment on July 14th 7a- :15 sec.- Mamaroneck Mayor 
Thomas Murphy is calling the vandalizing of the town's “Black Lives Matter” street mural 
an "ignorant and unkind act." Police say it seems a can of paint was thrown on the 
mural on Van Ranst Place before someone drove off, leaving tire marks across the 
large lettering Monday afternoon. A 23-year-old is charged with fourth degree criminal 
mischief as a hate crime, a felony. Murphy and Jarrett Winchester, the mural's founder, 
say they will fix the damage as soon as possible.

News Segment on July 20th at 6a- :15- Two posters advertising an event to bring 
community members and police officers together have been vandalized in Port Chester. The 
signs, which sat across from Lyons Park, were encouraging residents to celebrate National 
Night Out. It was early yesterday morning when one of the banners had a huge "x" drawn over 
it while another had the acronym "ACAB" scrawled on it, which claims "All Cops Are Bad." The 
Port Chester Police Department took to Facebook, saying it's okay if people don't want to 
participate in the event but most members of the department have a vested interest in 
connecting with the community.

News Segment on July 29th at 8a - :15- A bridge in Westchester County is being 
renamed in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and a local man who was murdered while 
fighting for civil rights in the 1960s. What's known as the "3rd Street Bridge" connecting Mount 
Vernon and Pelham will become the "Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. - Michael Henry Schwerner 
Memorial Bridge." A national hero and civil rights icon, Dr. King preached at Grace Baptist 
Church in Mount Vernon in 1959. Schwerner was born and raised in Pelham before being killed 
by members of the KKK along with two other men, in Mississippi in 1964.
.
News Segment on August 17th at 5:55 am & 7:55 am-:10- Spring Valley police are looking 
for a man who broke several statues at a church last week. Authorities say it happened 
Thursday at the Church of Saint Joseph, with damages adding up to thousands of dollars. 
Rockland County Executive Ed Day calls the incident "utterly despicable" and shared a picture 
of a suspect. Spring Valley Police are asking anyone who recognizes the person to come 
forward.



 September 1, news segment, 9a, :30 - – The drug addiction problem has reached epidemic 
proportions but people who are suffering can seek relief. That was the message during Tuesday 
evening’s event in Monticello to mark International Overdose Awareness Day.
Sullivan County District Attorney Meagan Galligan spoke of a personal situation her family faced 
a number of years ago. “I was going to say that I know better than most the effects of opioid 
overdose having been through an addiction in my family. But the truth is many of you know it 
better than I do because my sister was saved. She went on from her addiction in the 1990s to 
long term in-patient treatment – about 18 months – and since then she is married and has had 
two very productive and lovely children. So, she is a success story where many, unfortunately 
aren’t,” she said. Sullivan County BOCES District Superintendent Robert DeFour, a member of 
the county drug task force, said the fight to0 save those with addiction now has a useful tool.
September 3, news segment, 7a, :20 - By mid-September, all uniformed state troopers in Troop 
F, the division west of the Hudson River in the region, will be using body cameras.
Many of the officers are being trained on their use and protocols now. Zone One Commander 
Captain Reva Navaro told the oversight committee of the Sullivan County Legislature on 
Thursday that specific procedures will dictate the use of the cameras. “When they are on a 
scene there are certain ways the bodycams get activated, by their lights, by a taser being 
drawn, a gun being drawn, and also they have to manually activate them. There are certain 
criteria for that,” she said. “When troopers are in a certain proximity of each other, all of their 
body cams will go on.”

Housing:
July 7, news segment, 8a - :15- Real estate sales in the Hudson Valley are 
soaring for the second quarter of this year. The COVID19 pandemic forced thousands of New 
York City residents to head north, which may account for the real estate boom in Sullivan, 
Rockland, Orange and Westchester Counties. The Hudson Gateway Association of Realtors is 
reporting the biggest uptick in Sullivan County, where single family home sales rose 71-percent, 
according to Mid-Hudson News. Rockland County home sales were up 69-percent, and 
Westchester witnessed a 55-percent increase, while Orange County saw a 53-percent bump in 
sales.

July 21, news segment, 7a, :30 - The Parry building at the Orange County Valley View nursing 
home in Goshen has been closed due to code non-compliance since 2008 and the county is 
exploring what it would take to bring it up to standard for re-use. The 60,000-suqare-foot 
facility formerly housed 108 residents. The county’s advisory committee learned on Tuesday 
that virtually every part of the building is in disrepair. Committee Chairman County Legislator 
Jimmy O’Donnell wants to know what it would cost to bring it up to code, but Legislature 
Minority Leader Michael Paduch said they should be focusing on the entire nursing home 
campus.



Health and Health Care Issues:
July 23, news segment, 6a, :30 - – The extensive modernization of Bon Secours Community 
Hospital in Port Jervis has reached another milestone – development of a state-of-the-art 
imaging suite, a new emergency and ambulance entrance, and an observation unit.
Hospital and community leaders gathered on Thursday to celebrate the advancements.
Michael Israel, president of Westchester Medical Center Health, the parent company to Bon 
Secours, praised the staff at the hospital and the work they are doing to keep the Port Jervis-
Pennsylvania-and-New Jersey Tri-State area healthy. The new high-tech equipment will provide 
the tools to aid the diagnosticians, Israel said. “We are bringing in the best equipment, the best 
diagnostic equipment, the best facilities, to give the residents of Port Jervis and this area the 
ability to get the best care possible and to get that care on a local basis,” he said.

September 1, news segment, 8a, :30 - International Overdose Awareness Day is a somber day, 
but it is also “a day of hope.” That was the message from Linda Muller, president of 
Cornerstone Family Healthcare as several agencies gathered in the City of Newburgh to mark 
the day and remember those who have died from drug overdoses.
Muller noted drug addiction is a disease that is treatable. “We have t get past our own stigma 
issues. We need to get past our own problems with what drug abuse looks like, because it looks 
like me, it looks like you. It looks like every community and every person is every community 
because it is an equal opportunity disease,” she said. It is a disease, treatable – has to be 
comprehensible treatment.”

Orange County Mental Health Commissioner Darcie Miller told the community service workers 
that they are “ambassadors of the message about what addiction does and how it impacts a 
life.” She said the community leaders continue to “fight the fight, to not give up, to be there for 
those who are struggling.”

Economy/Tourism:
*K104online.com hosts The Wall of Awesome.  This landing page features the best of the 
Hudson Valley for tourism and activites that include orchards, wineries/distilleries, hiking trails
Halloween activities.

*K104’s Here with Jill is an on-air and online feature that showcases local business and their 
unique offerings.

July 1, news segment, 7a, :30 - The former Bennett College in Millbrook shut its doors in 1978 
and the Thorne Building in the village, was a public school from 1893 to 1960. The new 32-acre 
Bennet Park project calls for renovation and restoration of the Thorne Building and the safe 
demolition of the old college buildings and re-fashioning the campus into a green gateway to 
the village with landscaped parks, and walking and biking trails. The collaborative effort by the 
Millbrook Community Partnership is in the process of raising the $20 million budgeted to 
complete both projects



July 6th news segment 9a :10- The New York State Labor Department is reporting parts of the 
Hudson Valley are seeing a drop in unemployment rates. The area rate fell to four-point-six 
percent in May, compared to twelve-point-two-percent one year prior, according to Mid-
Hudson News. The Village of Port Chester is reporting the lowest joblessness rate at three-
point-one-percent, while Mount Vernon has the Hudson Valley's highest rate of joblessness at 
seven-point-four-percent.

July 15th news segment 6am- :15- New jobless claims are expected to be at their 
lowest level in over a year when the weekly report comes out in the morning. Experts are 
predicting new jobless claims for the week will have dropped from 373-thousand to 350-
thousand, their lowest level since the pandemic started in March of 2020.

July 15th news segment 8am- :15-(update of story that aired at 5:55 am)- New 
jobless claims are down, hitting their lowest level since early March of 2020 as the pandemic 
was shutting down the economy. The Labor Department reports 360-thousand Americans filed 
first-time claims for unemployment benefits last week. However, the number is a drop from the 
previous week's revised total of 386-thousand.

June 18th news segment 9am - :15- Jobs are coming back to the Hudson Valley 
as more people get the COVID vaccine and infection rates hit record lows. The State Labor 
department reports jobs rose by 14-point-five-percent over the last 12 months. The biggest 
gains came in leisure and hospitality. Trade and transportation sector jobs also saw significant 
gains across the Hudson Valley. The biggest job losses came in the financial services industry.

September 1, news segment, 6a, :25 - Sales tax collections in Ulster County in the first six 
months of this year are up 32 percent above the same period last year. That is a growth rate 
that more than surpasses the effects of the pandemic on sales tax revenues, the county 
comptroller’s office said. “If the current trends continue, we project that these revenues will 
exceed the budgeted projections in the current year,” said Comptroller March Gallagher. “Sales 
tax revenues combined with existing fund balances, reductions in personnel spending and 
American Rescue Plan funding mean that Ulster County is on track to close 2021 with a surplus 
that should be used to benefit taxpayers and improve services.”

September 24, live phone interview guest, 8a, 10 minutes – Orange County Executive Steve 
Neuhaus joined the morning show to discuss that state of Orange County ranging from 
economy, tourism and what Q4 is looking like for Orange County.

September 30, live phone interview guest, 9a, 15 minutes – Dutchess County Executive spoke 
with Woodman in the Morning to discuss the state of the county with topic ranging from 
economic growth to Covid update concerning the return to school.



Environment/Weather
With significant storm activity in the Hudson Valley this summer including Topical Storm 
Elsa, Hurricane Henri and Hurricane Ida, newscasts included coverage of the storms and 
their aftermath as noted in this section covering environmental issues.
Stories on July 8th and July 9th covered the arrival and aftermath of Tropical Storm Elsa in 
the Hudson Valley.

July 1, news segment, 8a, :20 - – Strong winds and heavy rains tore through the Mid-Hudson on 
Wednesday evening toppling trees and power lines. Wappingers Falls was among the hardest 
hit with dozens of trees downed. While most fell across roads and took down power lines, at 
least one house, at 51 Spring Street, took a direct hit from a falling tree.
A husband and wife said they were eating dinner with their five-year-old daughter when the 
storm rolled through. They ran to the basement when the trees started to hit their home. They 
got out safely after the storm passed. Others in the village said it was the most intense storm 
they ever witnessed.

August 31, news segment 7a, :30 covered the pending arrival of the remnants of Hurricane Ida-
The remnants of Hurricane Ida are expected to arrive in the Tri-state on Thursday morning, 
bringing heavy rainfall. The storm will likely be a tropical depression by then, meaning winds 
will be weaker but there will still be plenty of rain. Flash floods will reportedly be a concern as 
well. Ida, now a Tropical Depression. is drenching the Gulf Coast as it moves from the South 
into parts of the East. Flooding is forecast through tomorrow. The storm didn't cause nearly as 
much damage in Mississippi as it did in Louisiana, where more than a million people are still 
without power.

September 1, news segment, 8a, :30 - The Spotted Latternfly is a new invasive insect that is 
native to parts of Southeast Asia. It is now invading the region, said Cornell Cooperative 
Extension of Ulster County. It is a destructive pest that feeds on more than 70 plant species, 
including various hardwood trees and crops that are critical to the state’s agricultural economy, 
such as grapes, tree fruits, and hops. The Spotted Lanternfly is a sap feeding insect and also 
feeds in large numbers. This group feeding behavior can stress the plant. The insect was first 
detected in Pennsylvania in 2014. It has since spread to surrounding areas, including New 
Jersey and Maryland. Populations have also been reported in Lower Fairfield County 
Connecticut, parts of the New York City boroughs, Rockland and Orange County near New 
Jersey. Cornell Cooperative Extension said until recently, Hudson Valley growers may have 
considered the threat from the insect to be far off, but the State Ag & Markets recently 
confirmed a population of the insect at a highway rest stop in Newburgh.

September 2nd, 6a, :30  covered the arrival of the remnants of Hurricane Ida- Flash flooding, 
heavy winds, tornado warnings. The Hudson Valley has been dealing with the remnants of 
Hurricane Ida, which rocked the area during the early evening yesterday and overnight hours. 
The area is trying to dry up from more than half a foot to 11 inches of rain that fell in parts. 
Flooding on roadways are likely this morning. Cars have been practically completely submerged 
in places like Tuckahoe. The states of emergencies in both New York and New Jersey. At least 



nine people are dead in NYC and NJ from the historic flooding including a two-year-old boy in 
Queens. Others have been found dead in flooded homes or basements in Queens. As of earlier 
this morning, just over 38-hundred customers with Con Edison lost power amid the storm while 
Central Hudson was reporting at least 33-hundred outages. Service is suspended on Metro-
North and most of the NYC subway system.

News segments on September 3rd, 8a, :30, - covered the aftermath of the remnants of 
Hurricane Ida in the Hudson Valley- The Hudson Valley is dealing with the aftermath of Ida. As 
the region tries to get back on its feet, some neighborhoods in Mamaroneck are reporting 14-
feet of water during Ida's deluge. While the town is typically prone to flooding, a number of 
longtime residents say this is the worst they've ever seen. Cars were abandoned in roadways, 
and some homeowners say water filled up their basements entirely, nearly reaching up to the 
first floor. Some won't see the lights go back on until midnight. Con Edison, for example, says 
more than 10-thousand customers remain in the dark. Areas particularly impacted include 
Mamaroneck, Rye, Scarsdale, Yonkers, Ossining, and New Rochelle. Residents are being urged 
to stay away from downed wires, because they may be live. Metro-North is still not running on 
a regular schedule due to damage from Ida. The agency says the Harlem and New Haven lines 
are running on an enhanced weekend schedule. Service remains suspended on the Hudson 
Line. Meantime, Pascack Valley service remains suspended, but the Port Jervis Line will run on a 
regular weekday schedule with 30 to 60 minute delays. A man is dead in Westchester County 
after it appears he got caught in 
rising flood waters. Cops say 69-year-old Samuel Weissmandl of Mount Kisco called family 
members and indicated he was having a difficult time in the storm. After not hearing back from 
him, family members called the police who then launched a search and rescue. Weissmandl's 
vehicle was found submerged in water near an entrance ramp to the Saw Mill River Parkway. 
At least a dozen people were killed in NYC due to the severe flooding. 

September 3, news segment, 6a, 9a, :20 - The City of Port Jervis, which often gets slammed 
when heavy rains hit the region, escaped relatively unscathed by the remnants of Ida when she 
tore through the region Wednesday. The water level at the West End Beach area of the 
Delaware River rose rapidly at crested at 13 feet. The only casualties of the flood waters 
appeared to be few deer that were grazing when the water rose. One bystander said they 
would likely flow with the current and work their way back to dry ground

News segments on September 8th at 6a, :30- covered more of the aftermath of the remnants of 
Hurricane Ida in the Hudson Valley- President Biden visited flood-damaged areas of New York 
City yesterday after Ida swept through last week. He spoke to people in Queens who had been 
flooded out, and then discussed the need for a renewed focus on climate change. Biden says 
the amount of rain-water that fell last Wednesday overwhelmed the city's aging infrastructure, 
adding Ida claimed more lives in both New York and New Jersey than in Louisiana. He also 
discussed the importance of his having declared emergency disaster areas in New York, saying 
this freed up FEMA funding. Storms this afternoon and this evening could add to the misery for 



some in the HV and the tri-state still cleaning up from Ida. A flash flood warning is in effect for 
parts of the region tonight, including the Hudson Valley. Showers are likely starting at eight 
p.m., leading into the early morning hours. Forecasters warn there is a chance that some 
storms may produce heavy rainfall, hence the flash flood warning.

News Segment on September 9th 8- :30- Additional rains and storm activity in the region- 
Drivers across the Hudson Valley are urged to use caution this morning due to scattered 
downpours and heavy winds overnight, which could linger through this afternoon. A flash flood 
warning had been in effect for some areas until midnight.  Forecasters are concerned about 
flooded roadways since the ground is still saturated from Ida.  Overnight service on Metro-
North’s Hudson Line was suspended due to the forecast. Folks in the tri-state area are 
preparing for the chance of more flooding, just a week after remnants of Hurricane Ida set off 
deadly floods. Showers and thunderstorms overnight could linger through the afternoon. The 
National Weather Service says there's a slight risk of flash floods and severe thunderstorms 
mainly in northeast New Jersey and Westchester and Rockland Counties. High school students 
in New Rochelle won’t be going back to school in time - at least physically.  The Journal News 
reports the school may not open until late October or early November due to damage from Ida 
and that the superintendent is looking for alternate sites for in-person learning.  In the 
meantime, classes, which start Monday, will be virtual.

September 10, news segment, 8a, :30 - - Dutchess County Executive Marc Molinaro announced 
that to assist residents and businesses in the wake of Hurricane Ida, the county’s Department of 
Emergency Response is collecting information through an online portal from residents and 
businesses who have experienced damage or loss associated with the storm, which impacted 
Dutchess County earlier this month. Molinaro said such information collection is an essential 
step toward determining eligibility for a federal disaster declaration that could result in disaster 
aid from the Federal Emergency Management Agency. Residents are reminded that submitting 
their information is not a guarantee of funding, and online submissions do not register them 
with FEMA.

Gun Control/Gun Violence
July 7th, news segment 9a - :10- Governor Andrew Cuomo is declaring gun violence a "disaster 
emergency" in NYS, comparing fighting gun violence to COVID-19. He issued an executive order 
to stop illegal guns from entering at the border. Police departments will be required to provide 
gun data on gun violence to the state every week. The information will be used to develop 
strategies to target violence hot spots.
News Segment on July 12th at 5:55 am & 11:55 am- :10- President Biden is focusing on 
tackling gun violence today. He's set to meet with several city officials from around the country 
at the White House. They include the mayors of Washington, DC and San Jose along with NYC 
Democratic mayoral nominee Eric Adams.



July 15th, news segment 8a :15 sec.- Governor Cuomo is unveiling a plan to curb the surging 
increase in gun violence. He says we need to get to kids before they enter a life of crime. The 
plan proposes a jobs pipeline for young people and career-based training. Cuomo's plan also 
calls for increased community-based services, and so-called violence interruption programs, 
such as increased activities for young people. Just last week, the governor declared gun 
violence a "disaster emergency" throughout New York.

July 21, news segment, 9a, :20 - Violent crime has been surging across America, and Ulster 
County has felt that pain. Now county elected and law enforcement officials will implement 
Anti-Violence Effort Response Teams (AVERT), a proactive approach to help stem the upward 
surge in crime.  “I think it’s very critical that we very directly and clearly say that we must bring 
an end to this escalating cycle of violence,” said County Executive Pat Ryan. “They will be laser 
focused on really disrupting and ultimately ending the cycle of violence and violent crime across 
the county.” Intelligence will be used to track guns entering communities, and GED, school 
counseling, housing and mental health services will be utilized to help at-risk individuals.  

July 22nd news segment, 9a, :15 sec.- Officials are working to combat gun violence across the 
Hudson Valley by offering young people job opportunities. New York State is targeting ten zip 
codes with the highest records of gun violence in Yonkers, Mount Vernon, and Spring Valley. At 
this time, 253 summer jobs are available and 580 long-term jobs also need to be filled. 
Meantime, Governor Andrew Cuomo has also allocated one-point-one million-dollars to fight 
gun violence and fund job training to people between the ages of 18 and 24.

July 23, news segment, 7a, 9a, :30 - As State Attorney General Letitia James’ Office was 
conducting a gun buyback program in Newburgh on Thursday, she came to the city to meet 
with officials, walk the streets and commit to assisting Newburgh put a lid on gun violence.
While that program has been successful in ridding the streets of New York of thousands of 
guns, James acknowledged it does not solve the problem of illegal guns being brought into the 
state and used to commit crimes. “It’s not just doing gun buybacks. It is going after gun 
distributors, gun manufacturers, and the gun stores who sell guns illegally to individuals. So, we 
are focused on that. We have a number of investigations,” she said. Mayor Torrance Harvey 
and other officials walked the streets with James. He said the city is thrilled to have her support 
in the continuing efforts to fight crime and gun violence in Newburgh.

Governor Andrew Cuomo/Allegations of Sexual Harassment & Resignation and the new 
governor Kathy Hockul:

August 24, news segment, 6a, 9a, :30 – New York’s new governor, Kathy Hochul, began her 
administration on day-one on Tuesday declaring a new war on COVID-19 and providing aid to 
residents expeditiously. The former lieutenant governor has set her initial priorities.



“Combating Delta, getting direct aid to New Yorkers more quickly and beginning to change the 
culture in Albany. To achieve all of this and so much more, we must and will work together 
across ever corner of the state with a fresh and collaborative approach,” she said.
Hochul wants all school personnel to be vaccinated or undergo weekly testing. She wants 
universal masking of everyone who enters a school building.

August, 27, news segment, 8a, :30 - – Governor Kathy Hochul has named State Senator Brian 
Benjamin (D, Harlem) as her lieutenant governor. Benjamin told a cheering crowd of supporters 
on Thursday that the state has many challenges and he is up to the task of addressing them.
“We have so many fights that we have to wage – gun violence in our community. We have to 
make sure that we keep our kids safe.  Homelessness is a massive problem; affordable housing, 
a huge problem. The delta variant, COVID. We just thought we were getting out of COVID and 
here we are, we have to put the masks back on. But, we owe it to each other to keep each 
other safe,” he said.

August 5, news segment, 7a, :30 - Orange County’s two top law enforcement officials have a 
message for sheriff’s office employees – if anyone is involved in conduct the likes of Governor 
Cuomo, he or she would be terminated. Sheriff Carl DuBois and Undersheriff Kenneth Jones 
have called on the governor to “recognize his conduct and accept his professional responsibility 
to resign his office of governor immediately to save the New York State Assembly and Senate 
the unnecessary and costly process of impeachment that further falls on the residents of New 
York State.” The top cops said that “no state, county or local government employee who 
engaged in such conduct as Governor Andrew Cuomo did wo0uld retain their employment.”
They said Cuomo should have known that his conduct “was contrary to training on sexual 
harassment that he and every other public employee has been subject to.”

August 5, news segment, 9a, :30 - – The State Conservative Party has already gone on record 
supporting Republican Congressman Lee Zeldin for governor in next year’s election and with 
sexual harassment allegations against Andrew Cuomo, Conservative Chairman Jerry Kassar 
believes Zeldin’s chances of winning have improved. Kassar met with the executive committee 
of the Dutchess County Conservative Committee on Wednesday and said the political landscape 
in New York is changing. “I am very comfortable in believe in and supporting what I think will be 
a win by Lee Zeldin, and if (Attorney General Letitia) James runs for governor, we have great 
opportunity on attorney general,” he said. “The landscape in New York is changing; we see it. 
It’s an opportunity; opportunities in politics have to be taken. They don’t drive to your 
doorstep; you have to go to them, and I think those opportunities are emerging.”

Podcasts:

www.k104online.com host a podcast page that serves as a landing spot for 3 inspirational self 
help/inspirational programs.  
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