
Quarterly Issues Programs List for KWTU
January 1-March 31, 2016

This report placed in the public file on April 7, 2016

Section 1. Issues

The station has identified the following as significant issues facing our community during this quarter:

A. Opera: Local and national operas are not heard over the Tulsa airwaves.

B. Music Literacy: A desire to know more about the music form and the background behind the 
conductors, orchestras, and compositions.

C. Contemporary Performances: Engaged citizens are unable to hear local and national 
contemporary performances from around the country and the world.

D. Symphonies and Orchestras: Citizens, especially those of limited means, have difficulty hearing 
significant classical music played at the symphonic and orchestral level.

E. Music Education in the Schools: A continuing look at the state of arts education in our 
community, celebrating excellence, and filling the gaps in music education in our state.

F. Public Affairs: Community concerns about the economy, education, public safety, and health 
care. 

Section II. Responsive Programs

A. Opera 

The Metropolitan Opera-Broadcast of Georges Bizet’s “Les Pecheurs de Perles” on January 
16, 2016 at Noon; Duration 2 hours 54 minutes.

The Metropolitan Opera has always been one of the world’s preeminent opera companies, and 
the company’s commitment to its live Saturday matinee performances is a part of broadcast 
history. Gianandrea Noseda and Diana Damrau star in this new production which makes its 
broadcast premiere. The Metropolitan Opera was heard on all thirteen Saturdays during the 
broadcast quarter.

New York Philharmonic This Week-Broadcast on March 13, 2016 at 1:00pm; Duration two 
hours. 

NY Philharmonic presents a concert performance of Bela Bartok’s one act chamber opera 
“Bluebeard’s Castle” featuring mezzo-soprano Michelle DeYoung and bass Gabor Bretz, 
with guest conductor Esa-Pekka Salonen. The New York Philharmonic This Week was 
broadcast every Sunday at 1:00pm during the quarter.

B. Music Literacy

Exploring Music-Broadcast of ‘Portraits in Black, Brown, & Beige’ on February 22-26 & 
February 28-March 4, 2016 at 8:00pm; Duration 1 hour each evening. 

Two weeks of music devoted to African-American composers and musicians ranging from 



classical composers and performers like William Grant Still, Adolphus Hailstork, Scott Joplin 
and Samuel Taylor Coleridge to Wynton Marsalis, Duke Ellington, and farther afield 
composers like Leadbelly, W.C. Handy, and modern day jazz musicians.

Exploring Music with Bill McGlaughlin is a weekday radio program that delves into a wide 
assortment of topics in classical music. Each five-program series builds off a single theme 
ranging from composer biographies to explorations of various cultures, musical styles, and 
time periods. Throughout this journey, Bill McGlaughlin guides the listener deep into the 
music with care and enthusiasm by giving historical context, illustrations at the piano and 
providing a special insight that only a top-notch musician, conductor, broadcaster, and 
composer could. Exploring Music was heard at 8:00pm weekdays during this quarter.

New York Philharmonic This Week-Broadcast on March 6 & 20, 2016 at 1:00pm; Duration 
two hours. 

NY Philharmonic broadcast two programs from their broadcast archives showcasing 
historic conductors. The two programs featured music directors Kurt Masur, Zubin 
Mehta, and Leonard Bernstein, along with Leopold Stokowski, and Charles Munch 
performing the music of American composers Charles Ives, Virgil Thomson, William 
Schuman, and works devoted to Jewish themes by Bloch, Shostakovich, and Ben-Haim. 
The New York Philharmonic This Week was broadcast every Sunday at 1:00pm during 
the quarter.

Performance Today-Broadcast on March 9-12, 2016 at 6pm; Duration 2 hours [HD1]

On these editions of Performance Today, Fred Child hosts the latest Performance Today 
Young Artist-in-Residence Jenny Chen, who discusses her music upbringing, and a mother 
who forced her to learn to play piano without looking at her fingers. Her mother would cover 
her hands with a music score and ask her to play. She performs a Bach Partita and a Chopin 
Etude, and works by Liszt.  Performance Today was heard each weekday & Saturday evening 
at 6:00pm during this quarter.

Chicago Symphony Orchestra; Broadcast on March 16, 2016 at 8:00pm; Duration 2 hours.

Guest conductor Mark Elder leads the orchestra in a program consisting solely of the music of 
French composer Hector Berlioz inspired by Shakespeare and Lord Byron. The program 
included  the composer’s “Queen Mab Scherzo” and “Romeo at the Tomb of the Capulets” 
from “Romeo and Juliet”;  “Harold in Italy”; and “Les Nuit d’ete” with soloist Susan Graham. 
The Chicago Symphony Orchestra was heard every Sunday night at 8:00pm during the 
quarter.

C. Contemporary Performances

New York Philharmonic This Week-Broadcast on January 24, 2016 at 1pm; Duration 2 hours. 

Conductor Esa-Pekka Salonen conducts the orchestra in his own composition, his Violin 
Concerto with soloist Leila Josefowicz.  The New York Philharmonic is heard every Sunday 
afternoon at 1:00pm during the quarter.

Metropolitan Opera-Broadcast of Alban Berg’s “Lulu” on February 27, 2016 at Noon; 
Duration 4 hours.



The Metropolitan Opera presents a rare broadcast performance of Alban Berg’s modernist 
masterpiece with Lothar Koenigs, Marlis Petersen, Susan Graham, Daniel Brenna, and Paul 
Groves. The Metropolitan Opera was heard on all 13 Saturdays of the broadcast quarter.

Performance Today-Broadcast on February 27, 2016 at 6:00pm; Duration 1 hour each 
evening. 

This broadcast features a work for the banjo, tabla, and double bass trio of Bela Fleck, Zakir 
Hussain, and Edgar Meyer, performing “The Melody of Rhythm” with the Detroit Symphony 
Orchestra and conductor Leonard Slatkin. Performance Today was heard each weekday & 
Saturday evening at 6:00pm during this quarter.

Chicago Symphony Orchestra; Broadcast on February 28, 2016 at 8:00pm; Duration 2 hours.

Guest conductor Esa-Pekka Salonen leads the Chicago Symphony in Olivier Messiaen’s 20th 
century masterwork “Turangalila-Symphonie” along with composer-in-residence Anna 
Clyne’s “rewind”. The Chicago Symphony Orchestra was heard every Sunday night at 
8:00pm during the quarter.

D. Symphonies and Orchestras 

Chicago Symphony Orchestra-Broadcast on January 3, 2016 at 8:00pm, Duration two 
hours. 

Cello soloist Yo-Yo Ma perform Edouard Lalo’s Cello Concerto, and guest conductor 
Charles Dutoit conducts music by Debussy and Ravel in this all French music program. 
This program series was broadcast every Sunday evening at 8:00pm this quarter.

Tulsa Symphony Orchestra-Broadcast on February 14, 2016; 4:00pm, Duration two 
hours. 

Principal Guest Conductor Daniel Hege leads the orchestra in a program titled “Dreams 
and Revolutions” with Debussy’s “Prelude to the Afternoon to a Faun”; Shostakovish’s 
Symphony #11 “The Year 1905”; and Mozart’s Clarinet Concerto with principal 
clarinetist David Carter as soloist. This program was recorded at the Tulsa Performing 
Arts Center on January 16, 2016. The Tulsa Symphony Orchestra is broadcast on select 
Sunday afternoons through the year.

New York Philharmonic This Week-Broadcast on February 21, 2016 at 1:00pm; Duration 
two hours. 

An archive broadcast by the late Philharmonic Music Director Kurt Masur, leading the 
orchestra in performances of Beethoven’s Symphony #1 in C, and Bruckner’s Symphony 
#7. The New York Philharmonic This Week was broadcast every Sunday at 1:00pm 
during the quarter.

Performance Today-Broadcast on March 24, 2016 at 6:00pm; Duration 2 hours [HD1].

This broadcast features two major symphonies for orchestra performed in concert, the Swiss-
Italian Orchestra perform Mozart’s Symphony #36, the “Linz” in concert in Lugano, 



Switzerland, and the Norwegian Bergen Philharmonic with conductor Andrew Litton, 
perform Johannes Brahm’s Symphony #2 in D. Performance Today is heard every weekday 
and Saturday at 6:00pm during the quarter.

E. Declining Music Education in Schools

Wind & Rhythm – The Gathering Place For People Who Love Band Music-Broadcast Sunday 
evening at 7pm, 59 minutes.
This program is a one-hour weekly broadcast of pure band music, featuring all sorts of 
ensembles from Concert Bands and Wind Ensembles to Brass Bands and Percussion 
Ensembles. You may have participated “in-the-band” or had a family member who did. The 
library of wind band music is vast but hasn’t had a chance to really make its own statement. 
The tonal variety of the band, presented with wonderful dynamics and rhythmic color make 
this music memorable and fun to hear. This program is a local production of KWTU, heard 
Sunday evenings at 7:00pm, and is distributed to stations throughout Oklahoma and the 
Midwest. 

Exploring Music-Broadcast of ‘The Symphony Part 2’ on January 11-15, 2016 at 8:00pm; 
Duration 1 hour each evening. 

This week’s program examines the development of the symphony,  the form that provides the 
basis for contemporary orchestras around the world. In this week’s programs, host Bill 
McGlaughlin traces the development and maturation of the form with the work of Beethoven, 
Schubert, Berlioz, Schumann, and Mendelssohn.

Exploring Music with Bill McGlaughlin is a weekday radio program that delves into a wide 
assortment of topics in classical music. Each five-program series builds off a single theme 
ranging from composer biographies to explorations of various cultures, musical styles, and 
time periods. Throughout this journey, Bill McGlaughlin guides the listener deep into the 
music with care and enthusiasm by giving historical context, illustrations at the piano and 
providing a special insight that only a top-notch musician, conductor, broadcaster, and 
composer could. Exploring Music was heard at 8:00pm weekdays during this quarter.

Performance Today-Broadcast on February 19, 2016 at 6pm; Duration 2 hours [HD1]

On this edition of Performance Today, we are introduced to a relatively unknown performer 
and French composer of the 18th Century, Josephe Bologne, the Chevalier de Saint-Georges. 
A fine marksman, a fencer, and one of the greatest French violinists of the 1700s, he was also 
the first known classical composer of African descent. Anton Miller performs his Violin 
Concerto #2 with the Lincoln Symphony Orchestra in Nebraska. Performance Today was 
heard each weekday & Saturday evening at 6:00pm during this quarter.

F. Public Affairs

KWTU Public Affairs-Broadcast weekly on Sunday mornings at 6:00am, Duration 4 minutes 
[HD1]. 

January 3 We recapped the flooding over the past week caused by heavy rains and the forced 
release of water from several Oklahoma dams.

January 10 Tulsa School Superintendent Dr. Deborah Gist discussed the funding shortfall and its 
impact on the Tulsa Public Schools.



January 17 We heard from J.J. Dossett, newly elected state senator from Owasso. He is the latest 
Democrat to capture a Republican seat. He replaces indicted former Republican Senator Rick 
Brinkley.

January 24 Craig Jones of the Oklahoma Hospital Association discussed the declining health of 
rural hospitals in Oklahoma.

January 31 Robert Rodino from the US Army Corps of Engineers discussed the balancing act the 
Corps faces when deciding if to release water from dams during heavy rain events.

February 7 We previewed Mayor Bartlett’s Alcohol Summit to address the city growing alcohol 
related problems. We talked with Lt-Eric Smoot from the ABLE Commission, Restaurant/Bar 
operator Elliott Nelson, TU Health Dean Dr. Gerry Clancy and Mayor Bartlett.

February 14 Acting Sheriff Michelle Robinette discussed her plans for the two months that she 
will serve as the acting Sheriff of Tulsa County.

February 21 Representatives Jeannie McDaniel (D) and David Brumbaugh (R) discussed the 
Oklahoma budget crisis and how it pertains to funding for common education.

February 28 We heard from nine candidates running for the office of sheriff. Eight were 
Republicans and one was a Democrat.

March 6 We hear more from nine candidates running for the office of sheriff. Eight were 
Republicans and one was a Democrat.

March 13 We heard from those favoring $57 million in Vision Renewal funding being set-aside 
for Tulsa Transit operations and capital improvements.  Among those we spoke with: City 
Councilor Blake Ewing and Tulsa Transit Manager Bill Cartwright.

March 20 Members of Tulsa’s Young Professionals went to the state capitol to lobby. Among the 
issues was the reform on Oklahoma’s liquor laws.

March 27 Tulsa Chamber of  Commerce CEO Mike Neal and Tulsa Mayor Dewey Bartlett 
discussed reports Williams would cease its Tulsa operation in a merger with ETE. It would mean a 
loss on 1,000 Tulsa jobs. 


