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Section 1. Issues

The station has identified the following as significant issues facing our community during this quarter:

A. Opera: Local and national operas are not heard over the Tulsa airwaves.

B. Music Literacy: A desire to know more about the music form and the background behind the 
conductors, orchestras, and compositions.

C. Contemporary Performances: Engaged citizens are unable to hear local and national 
contemporary performances from around the country and the world.

D. Symphonies and Orchestras: Citizens, especially those of limited means, have difficulty hearing 
significant classical music played at the symphonic and orchestral level.

E. Music Education in the Schools: A continuing look at the state of arts education in our 
community, celebrating excellence, and filling the gaps in music education in our state.

F. Public Affairs: Community concerns about the economy, education, public safety, and health 
care. 

Section II. Responsive Programs

A. Opera 

Metropolitan Opera-Broadcast of Archival Operas on April 4-May 16, 2020, each Saturday at 
12:00pm; Duration varied.

Due to the coronavirus pandemic, the Metropolitan Opera had to cancel its live broadcast 
schedule of operas, the world longest running live broadcast series. But the Met continued to 
provide classic productions of the operas that were originally scheduled, featuring historic 
performances from the stage of the Opera company. The Metropolitan Opera was heard on 
seven Saturdays during the broadcast quarter.

B. Music Literacy

Exploring Music-Broadcast of “Wagner’s Ring Cycle” on April 6-10, 2020 at 8:00pm; 
Duration 1 hour each evening. 

Host Bill McGlaughlin helps us understand and enjoy this long and fanciful journey through 
Richard Wagner’s “Ring Cycle”, Das Rheingold, Die Walkure, Siegfried, and Die 
Gotterdammerung. Wagner spent a quarter of a century writing the libretto and composing the 
music that follows the dramatic struggles of gods, heroes, and mythical creatures.

Exploring Music with Bill McGlaughlin is a weekday radio program that delves into a wide 
assortment of topics in classical music. Each five-program series builds off a single theme 
ranging from composer biographies to explorations of various cultures, musical styles, and 
time periods. Throughout this journey, Bill McGlaughlin guides the listener deep into the 



music with care and enthusiasm by giving historical context, illustrations at the piano and 
providing a special insight that only a top-notch musician, conductor, broadcaster, and 
composer could. Exploring Music was heard at 8:00pm weekdays during this quarter.

New York Philharmonic This Week-Broadcast on April 12, 2020 at 1:00pm; Duration 2 
hours. 

This New York Philharmonic broadcast features some memorable archive recordings 
dedicated to American composers including George Gershwin’s Selections from Porgy and 
Bess from 1954, William Russo’s Symphony No 2 “Titans,” from 1959, with jazz trumpeter 
soloist Maynard Ferguson, the Wynton Marsalis orchestration of Duke Ellington’s “A Tone 
Parallel to Harlem with the orchestra and the Jazz at Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra, and 
Aaron Copland’s abridged version of his opera“The Tender Land,”  from 1965. The New 
York Philharmonic was heard every Sunday afternoon at 1:00pm during the quarter.

ClassicalTulsa-Broadcast on April 24, 2020 at 12:00pm; Duration 1 hour

Musicologist and host Jason Heilman played examples of music for solo wind and stringed 
instruments from the baroque era to the present, including works by Johann Sebastian Bach, 
Toru Takemitsu, Benjamin Britten, Erwin Schulhoff, and Dolores White, illustrating the 
various melodic and harmonic techniques these composers used to imply multiple melodic 
lines from a single part. Classical Tulsa was heard every Friday at noon during the broadcast 
quarter.

Chicago Symphony Orchestra- Broadcast on May 3, 2020 at 8:00pm; Duration 2 hours.

This broadcast by the Chicago Symphony features a tribute to Ludwigh von Beethoven in his 
250th anniversary year. This program features some of the early symphonies of the master, the 
Symphony No 1 & 3 along with two overtures, conducted by Riccardo Muti. The Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra was heard every Sunday night at 8:00pm during the quarter.

C. Contemporary Performances

New York Philharmonic This Week-Broadcast on April 5, 2019 at 1:00pm; Duration 2 hours. 

This program features a program devoted the music of Leonard Bernstein, all conducted by 
the composer himself from recordings from the Philharmonic’s archives. The works include 
the world premiere performance of Chichester Psalms, and the Symphony # 3 “Kaddish” 
composed after the assassination of John F. Kennedy, and Suites from the “Dybbuk.”  The 
New York Philharmonic was heard every Sunday afternoon at 1:00pm during the quarter.

Chicago Symphony Orchestra- Broadcast on April 6, 2020 at 8:00pm; Duration 2 hours.

This broadcast by the Chicago Symphony features the U-S premiere of Israeli composer 
Avner Dorman’s “Eternal Rhythm” featuring percussionist Cynthia Yeh.  The Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra was heard every Sunday night at 8:00pm during the quarter.

Exploring Music-Broadcast of “Sergei Prokofiev” on April 27-May 1, 2020 at 8:00pm; 
Duration 1 hour each evening. 



Host Bill McGlaughlin explores the life and music of one of Russia’s most talente and 
controversial composers, Sergei Prokofiev. The composer was a brilliant pianist who 
delighted in shocking the bourgeoisie with his outrageous creations, and went on to become 
one of the most beloved composers of the 20th Century. We’ll hear music from his seven 
symphonies, great concertos, and ballets.  Exploring Music was heard weeknights at 8pm 
throughout the broadcast quarter. 

SymphonyCast-Broadcast on June 17, 2020 at 10:00pm; Duration 2 hours.
SymphonyCast features orchestras from around the U-S and the world. This week, we heard 
the premiere of Jonathan Leshnoff’s Guitar Concerto with soloist Jason Vieaux and the 
Nashville Symphony with conductor Giancarlo Guerrero. Also featured was the music of 
Ravel, and Ginastera. SymphonyCast was a new addition and was heard the last three 
Wednesdays of the broadcast quarter.

ClassicalTulsa-Broadcast on June 19, 2020 at 12:00pm; Duration 1 hour

Host Jason Heilman celebrated Juneteenth with an hour of music by Black American 
composers. Host Jason Heilman introduced the 2016 Violin Concerto in D by Wynton 
Marsalis and the 1990 piano trio Roots II by David N. Baker, along with 20th century works 
by Duke Ellington and Margaret Bonds. Classical Tulsa was heard every Friday at noon 
during the broadcast quarter.

D. Symphonies and Orchestras 

ClassicalTulsa-Broadcast on May 22, 2020 at 12:00pm; Duration 1 hour.

On this episode, host Jason Heilman  host Jason Heilman celebrated Memorial Day and the 
75th anniversary of the end of World War II with a set of four American orchestral works 
composed during the war years: William Schuman’s Prayer in a Time of War, William Grant 
Still’s In Memoriam: The Colored Soldiers who Died for Democracy, David Diamond’s 
Rounds for String Orchestra and the finale from Aaron Copland’s Symphony No. 3. 
ClassicalTulsa was heard on every Friday at noon during the broadcast quarter.

Chicago Symphony Orchestra- Broadcast on May 31, 2020 at 8:00pm; Duration 2 hours.

This broadcast by the Chicago Symphony featured guest conductor David Afkham leading the 
orchestra in Haydn’s Symphony No 44, the (Mourning) and Brahms Symphony No 3. The 
Chicago Symphony Orchestra was heard every Sunday night at 8:00pm during the quarter.

Exploring Music-Broadcast of “Antonin Dvorak” on June 15-19, 2020 at 8:00pm; Duration 1 
hour each evening. 

Host Bill McGlaughlin explores the music of Bohemia’s most celebrated composer, Antonin 
Dvorak. He features Dvorak’s early composition influenced by Bedrich Smetana and 
continues with his travels to America which helped define our musical identity in 
compositions like Symphony #9 “From the New World” and the “American” String Quartet.  
Exploring Music was heard weeknights at 8pm throughout the broadcast quarter. 

SymphonyCast-Broadcast on June 24, 2020 at 10:00pm; Duration 2 hours.
This program devoted to the programs of lesser heard symphonies orchestras features the 
Oregon Symphony with conductor Carlos Kalmar in a program of Dvorak and Howard 
Hanson, along with the Brahms’ Violin Concerto with soloist Vadim Gluzman. 



SymphonyCast was a new addition and was heard the last three Wednesdays of the broadcast 
quarter.

New York Philharmonic This Week-Broadcast on June 28, 2020 at 1:00pm; Duration 2 hours. 

This New York Philharmonic broadcast features former music director Alan Gilbert leading 
the orchestra in Tchaikovsky’s “Pathetique” Symphony No 6, and the Brahms’ Piano 
Concerto No 2 with soloist Rudolf Buchbinder. The New York Philharmonic was heard every 
Sunday afternoon at 1:00pm during the quarter.

E. Declining Music Education in Schools

Wind & Rhythm – The Gathering Place For People Who Love Band Music-Broadcast Sunday 
evening at 7pm, 59 minutes.

This program is a one-hour weekly broadcast of pure band music, featuring all sorts of 
ensembles from Concert Bands and Wind Ensembles to Brass Bands and Percussion 
Ensembles. You may have participated “in-the-band” or had a family member who did. The 
library of wind band music is vast but hasn’t had a chance to really make its own statement. 
The tonal variety of the band, presented with wonderful dynamics and rhythmic color make 
this music memorable and fun to hear. This program is a local production of KWTU, heard 
Sunday evenings at 7:00pm, and is distributed to stations throughout Oklahoma and the 
Midwest. 

Exploring Music-Broadcast of “The Maestros” on May 11-15 & May 18-22, 2020 at 8:00pm; 
Duration 1 hour each evening. 

An examination of the legendary conductors who shaped American music-making in the mid-
20th Century. European conductors like Serge Koussevitzsky, Eugene Ormandy, Fritz Reiner, 
and Pierre Monteux left the European turmoil after WWI and helped shape our musical 
culture.  Exploring Music was heard weeknights at 8pm throughout the broadcast quarter. 

ClassicalTulsa-Broadcast on June 12, 2020 at 12:00pm; Duration 1 hours.

Musicologist Jason Heilman musicologist Jason Heilman introduced a series of works in 
which one composer paid tribute to another, including one of Telemann’s trio sonatas in 
honor of Corelli, Bachianas Brasileiras No. 9 by Heitor Villa-Lobos, some Pergolesi-
inspired music from Stravinsky’s Pulcinella, Joan Tower’s Stravinsky homage 
Petroushkates, a movement from Tchaikovsky’s Mozartiana and Debussy’s Homage à 
Haydn. ClassicalTulsa was heard on every Friday at noon, during the broadcast quarter.

F. Public Affairs

KWTU Public Affairs-Broadcast weekly on Sunday mornings at 6:00am, Duration 5 minutes 
[HD1]. 

April 5-Public Health and Safety
Oklahoma drug court judges are afraid that the shutdown that’s saving people from COVID-19 might mean 
losing some to addiction and overdoses. We hear from a person in recovery that misses the routine and 
structure drug court provides, and how drug court administrators are modifying their programs to withstand 
a pandemic.



April 12- Education
Monday was a completely different type of first day of school in Oklahoma, as students, parents, teachers, 
and administrators are coping with virtual school. In rural districts like Pryor, Oklahoma, many students 
don’t have access to online learning, so teachers and administrators are printing prepped packets for 
students to complete their studies. But the same problems exist in urban districts, Tulsa superintendent 
Deborah Gist estimates 30-40 percent of students in her district don’t have reliable home internet access.

April 26-Education
Though it’s unclear what school will look like next fall, recent teaching graduates will be able to teach in 
Oklahoma in fall. The state school board voted unanimously to allow a one-time, single year certification 
for people who were on track to get their certification. Procedures were halted when teaching candidates 
couldn’t finish student teaching or take final required tests. The move is expected to help with the state’s 
teacher shortage.

May 3-Education
Republican lawmakers call on the State Department of Education to protect four-day school weeks for rural 
districts. In the wake of the education crisis, some rural districts like Newcastle in south central Oklahoma 
have depended on four day school weeks to keep their districts financially afloat and say school 
performance has not suffered. Roughly 20% of the state’s 500 school districts utilize the four-day calendar.

May 10-Community Justice
As of early May, there have been only two positive coronavirus cases reported in Oklahoma’s population of 
nearly 24,000 prisoners. That has some prisoner advocates questioning whether the state’s COVID-19 
testing policies are capturing the true number of prisoners who have the disease.

May 17-Education
A look at how school districts around the state are marking high school graduation in the wake of a 
pandemic. In little Howe, OK in southeastern Oklahoma, they marked graduation at a nearby drive-in 
movie theater, other districts are using the football stadium, or delaying, or cancelling ceremonies 
altogether. We hear from students affected and administrators.

May 24-Public Safety
An outbreak of COVID-19 in the Comanche County Jail is a reminder that in the confined space of a 
correctional facility, it’s difficult to control an infectious outbreak. We hear from sheriffs in Lawton and 
Tulsa, which has had no confirmed cases in their facility as of this date.

May 31-Education
The Oklahoma State Department of Education has issued a series of guidelines on how schools can reopen 
this fall. State officials say schools will be open, but aren’t ruling out distance learning, in fact they’re 
pretty much counting on it. Questions remain on what the school year will look like, and how students can 
be kept safe.

June 7-Community Justice
We hear state reaction to the death of Charles Floyd in Oklahoma. Over 3,000 residents protested the death 
in Oklahoma City and want changes to how the city police its residents. According to the non-profit 
Mapping Police Violence, Oklahoma City police have the second highest per capita rate of residents killed 
by officers, and the city’s black residents ar 6.6 times more likely to be killed than white residents.

June 14-Education
State Impact examines how child care centers are dealing with the coronavirus pandemic. St 
Luke’s Methodist Church’s Children’s Center in Oklahoma City was the site of the first person 
younger than four to contract COVID-19 in the state.

June 21-Community Justice



303 civilian complaints have been filed against the Oklahoma City Police Department in the past five years. 
Oklahoma City Black Lives Matter requests more robust and transparent police oversight from the city’s 
part-time citizen’s advisory board to an independent police monitor that can hold police who conduct 
misconduct accountable.

June 28-Fine Arts
The state’s premiere arts summer program at Quartz Mountain went virtual to combat the spread 
of the coronavirus.We heard from educators and students who adapted to a new way of presenting 
art in the virtual world of artmaking.


