
October 27, 2019

     For the past three years, WQKR has revived and renewed a program 
by students at Portland High School, for the school’s students, their 
families and friends, and the community at large. Aired weekly, the 
program is one hour in length, and is written, produced and hosted by 
a group of students who are studying subjects like speech, 
Communications, English, writing and others which are related to the 
skills they must use to create the show. They cover all of the school’s 
activities and enjoy learning how to actually produce their own radio 
program.

     In order to take the show to the largest audience possible, it is 
broadcast three times a week: Friday night at ten p.m. (after the 
school’s football and basketball game broadcasts), Sunday afternoon 
at two p.m. (after church), and Thursday night at seven p.m. 

     Response from the community has been overwhelming, and it has 
served as a bridge between the school and students, and the 
community at large.

     This month, WQKR’s public service program traced the origin and 
history of the program, and gave the students a chance to tell 
everyone about their efforts.

November 24, 2019

     Portland has been home to a number of singers, songwriters and 
musicians over the past fifty years, and many of them have 
contributed to arts and culture of the community. They have been both 
local ‘stars’ as well as nationally famous, they have had storied careers 
and fame and fortune, and many are still around, occasionally coming 
to the forefront of the community again, by performing, producing 
shows, and even serving as Grand Marshalls of our annual Strawberry 
Festival and Christmas Parades. 

     Our program this month traced the history of many of these Sumner 
Countians, their careers and their contributions to the community. The 
most well known today is Ronnie McDowell, who, in addition to 
performing in the area at concerts and shows, also has opened a 
theater in downtown Portland to present musicals and other shows, 
and appeared regularly on WQKR’s talk shows to the delight of 
hundreds of listeners. His stories of his career and exploits, and friends 
and people he knows in the music business, keeps them on the edge of 
their seats.



December 28, 2019

     Portland High School has a storied history of championship sports 
teams: basketball, football and baseball. But the team that has 
captured the hearts of the community and brought fame and honor to 
the school and the city was unexpected and full of excitement: the 
girls’ volleyball team. One of the lesser known sports, it has won two 
straight state championships, bringing both fame and honor to the 
city’s only high school.

     Our year-ending pubic affairs program chose to spotlight an activity 
not many know exists at the senior high school level, but one which 
has brought a lot of good publicity and honor to the school. And for the 
students who have captured two consecutive trophies for being the 
best in the state of Tennessee, at what they do, it was a great honor. 
City and school officials gathered to pay homage to a group of 
teenagers, producing a genuine “feel good” moment during the 
Christmas season. It was a great way to end the year of 2019.


