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04/16/2013 
  
BOSTON BOMBS INVESTIGATION 
BLANCA ROSA VILCHEZ 
PKG 2.43 
  
Federal agents zeroed in Tuesday on how the Boston Marathon bombing was carried out - with kitchen 
pressure cookers packed with explosives, nails and other lethal shrapnel - but said they still didn't know 
who did it and why. The FBI and other law enforcement agencies repeatedly appealed to the public to 
come forward with photos, videos or anything suspicious they might have seen or heard. 
President Barack Obama branded the attack an act of terrorism but said officials don't know "whether it 
was planned and executed by a terrorist organization, foreign or domestic, or was the act of a malevolent 
individual." Scores of victims of the Boston bombing remained in hospitals, many with grievous injuries, a 
day after the twin explosions near the marathon's finish line killed three people, wounded more than 170 
and reawakened fears of terrorism. A 9-year-old girl and 10-year-old boy were among 17 victims listed in 
critical condition. 
  
================================= 
  
04/17/2013 
  
GUN BACKROUND CHECKS BLOCKED BY SENATE 
VILMA TARAZONA / MIAMI, FLORIDA 
PKG 1.44 
  
The U.S. Senate failed to reach the 60 votes needed to pass a bipartisan plan to expand background 
checks for firearms purchases, scuttling a centerpiece of President Barack Obama's plan to curb gun 
violence. Several Democrats from rural, pro-gun states joined with most Republicans in voting against the 
proposal. The Senate voted 54-46 in favor of the plan, but this failed to achieve a 60-vote threshold to 
advance it as an amendment to gun control legislation. 
  
================================= 
  
04/18/13 
  
IMMIGRATION REFORM 
LOURDES MELUZA 
PKG: 2:09 
 Senators are formally unveiling a wide-ranging immigration bill with support from business executives, 
religious leaders, activists and others. The sponsors are four Republicans and four Democrats. They hope 
that, unlike past efforts, this time the coalition of support will hold firm and repel attacks from the right.  
Support for the bill is already being put to the test as conservatives grow more vocal in opposition. They 
are mischaracterizing part of the bill to claim that immigrants here illegally would get free cellphones.  The 
bill would secure the border, allow new workers into the country while requiring employers to verify their 
legal status, and put 11 million people here illegally on a path to citizenship. 
  
  
CHEMICAL EFFECTS OF THE EXPLOSION IN TEXAS 
DR. JUAN RIVERA 



PKG:  1:11 
The massive explosion at a fertilizer plant near Waco, Texas, must have been caused by ammonium 
nitrate, and couldn't have gone off without negligence by the facility's employees, chemists who talked to 
RT about the incident agree.  The blast occurred on Wednesday night and was so powerful that it caused 
a 30-meter-fireball and was registered as a 2.1 magnitude quake by seismologists. The expert added that 
apart from the damage from the blast itself and the fire it started in the neighborhood, the incident poses 
other risks to health. For instance, the Texas plant stored large amounts of ammonia, a gas used to 
produce ammonium nitrate.  Ammonia is very toxic. It's a respiratory irritant and it would cause serious 
upper respiratory tract problems. And it's also produced when ammonium nitrate itself is heated up. If you 
heat it up to about 3,500 degrees, it dissociates into ammonia and nitride acid. These two would be quite 
toxic fumes to anyone inhaling them," he explained.  Doctor John Price, a professor of mechanical 
engineering from Australia, stressed that such a larger amount of ammonium nitrate shouldn't have been 
stored so close to an inhabited area. 
  
========================================== 
  
04/19/2013 
  
ECONOMIC IMPACT IMMIGRATION REFORM WILL HAVE 
PABLO SANCHEZ 
PKG:  1:54 
  
The bill sets goals of surveillance of 100 percent of the border with Mexico, and catching or turning back 
90 percent of would-be crossers.  Within six months of enactment of the bill, the Homeland Security 
Department must develop a border security plan to achieve those goals, including the use of drones, 
additional agents and other approaches; and develop a plan to identify where more fencing is needed.  
About 3,500 new Customs agents would be funded nationally. The National Guard would be deployed to 
the border to build fencing and checkpoints, among other tasks. Funding would be provided to increase 
border-crossing prosecutions and to create more border patrol stations and forward operating bases. 
  
============================================== 
  
04/20/2013 
  
NACA OFFERS LOANS WITH A LOW RATES 
JUAN CARLOS GONZALEZ 
PKG:  2:04 
The Neighborhood Assistance Corporation of America (NACA) has helped thousands of homeowners 
who were upside down on their mortgages or being foreclosed upon because they could no longer afford 
their homes get some help a free mortgage modification.  Currently, NACA is offering loans without caring 
about a person's credit history or whether they had a home foreclosed.  The loan being offered is without 
an initial quote, without paying closing costs and at a very low interest rate.  
  
==================================================================  
  
04/21/2013 
  
THE IMMIGRATION DEBATE STARTS ADDING TO THE EQUATION THE BOSTON EXPLOSIONS 
JORGE VIERA 
PKG 2:02 
The Boston bombings and the foreign-born suspects have become part of the Capitol Hill debates on 
legislation to overhaul immigration law -- with critics of the proposal saying Sunday the terror attacks 
expose gaps in the country's system and supporters saying the tragedy could be a turning point in fixing a 
broken system.  Graham and New York Democratic Sen. Chuck Schumer, members of a bipartisan 
Senate group working on immigration reform, said a key part of the legislation is better tracking of who 
enters and exits the United States on visas.  The bombing suspects-immigration debate essentially 
started when Iowa Republican Sen. Chuck Grassley said Friday during a Judiciary Committee hearing: 



"Given the events of this week, it's important for us to understand the gaps and loopholes in our 
immigration system."  Four key parts of the immigration bill are the improved Visa tracking, securing U.S. 
borders, improving the employee verification system known as E-Verify and providing a path to citizenship 
for some of the roughly 11 million illegal immigrants in the U.S. 
  
BOY SCOUTS ALLOWING GAY MEMBERS 
JUAN CARLOS GONZALEZ 
PKG 2:12 
Top officials of the Boy Scouts of America have unanimously recommended allowing gay boys into the 
ranks of one of the nation's oldest and most traditional youth groups while continuing to exclude 
homosexual adults as leaders.  Scouting's executive committee described the proposal as an effort to 
acknowledge changes in society while respecting the religious organizations that sponsor many Scout 
troops across the country. It also aims to move the organization beyond a controversy that has rocked its 
foundation in the last several months.  The recommendation is set for a vote at the Scouts' 1,400-member 
national council meeting in May.  Though a dramatic shift from the Scouts' outright ban on gays, the 
proposal left many on both sides of the debate unsatisfied. It comes after months of intense pressure 
inside and outside the organization, whose leadership has sent mixed signals on the issue. On Friday, 
some who have pushed for change were no happier than those who want to keep the status quo. 
  
======================================================== 
  
04/22/2013 
  
IMMIGRATION REFORM DEBATE 
LOURDES MELUZA. WASHINGTON, DC 
PKG 2:00 
Congressional advocates of comprehensive U.S. immigration legislation were diverted into a sometimes 
testy debate on Monday over whether the measure should be delayed because of questions arising from 
the Boston Marathon bombing allegedly carried out by two immigrant brothers. The idea of holding up the 
legislation gained some ground with the support of U.S. Senator Rand Paul of Kentucky, a prominent 
Republican who in the past supported immigration reform. However, the highest-ranking Republican in 
Washington, U.S. House of Representatives Speaker John Boehner of Ohio said he saw no reason for the 
bombings to delay the debate. 
  
CHICAGO: PUSH FOR IMMIGRATION REFORM 
VIVIANA AVILA, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
PKG 1:37 
Promising it would enhance national security and strengthen the American economy, U.S. Rep. Paul 
Ryan (R-Wis.) was in Chicago on Monday making a case for immigration reform, partnering with an 
unlikely ally: U.S. Rep. Luis Gutierrez. Gutierrez (D-Ill.), known as a national leader on the issue, paired 
up with Ryan to promote Congress' next anticipated big battle, with Ryan predicting it would take the bulk 
of the summer to hammer out an agreement acceptable on both sides of the aisle. 
  
FAA AIRPORT DELAYS DUE TO FURLOUGH 
VO :25 
It was a tough start to the week for many air travelers as federal budget cuts led to cascading delays 
along the East Coast Monday morning. Some flights out of New York and Washington were delayed by 
more than two hours as the Federal Aviation Administration kept planes on the ground. The federal 
agency has said furloughs of air traffic controllers could lead to delays if there weren't enough people to 
monitor busy air corridors. For instance, the 8 a.m. US Airways shuttle pushed back from the gate at 
Reagan National Airport six minutes early but didn't take off until 9:58 a.m. The plane landed at 10:48 a.m. 
-- more than two and a half hours later than its scheduled time. 
  
==================================== 
  
04/23/2013 
  



NAPOLITANO SAFETY AND IMMIGRATION 
LOURDES MELUZA. WASHINGTON, DC 
PKG 2:14 
Homeland Security Secretary Janet Napolitano squared off to Senators who grilled her on whether 
provisions in the new Senate immigration reform proposal would make the country less safe, especially in 
light of the recent Boston attacks.  Napolitano testified that the proposed immigration bill would 
"absolutely" make the country safer. "We want our country to focus on the narcotraffickers, the money 
launderers - that's why this bill should be passed," said Napolitano. The Homeland Security Secretary 
added that legalizing undocumented immigrants, monitoring employers through E-verify and changing the 
visa system would reduce the need to focus on undocumented immigration and more on law 
enforcement.  When Napolitano said that new technology has made and is continuing to make the border 
safer, Cruz said that did not answer the question. Napolitano said if levels of undocumented entry were 
back at 2005-2006 levels, that would be an example of the trigger not being met. 
  
"SECURE COMUNITIES" 
LUIS MEGID. SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 
PKG 1:47 
An Alameda County supervisor wants the county to stop cooperating with a federal effort designed to 
identify undocumented immigrants who could also be serious criminals. Supervisor Richard Valle will 
introduce a resolution at Tuesday's board meeting urging the county to pull out of the Secure 
Communities program, which is voluntary and asks local law enforcement officials to send fingerprints of 
those they arrest to federal authorities, so that they can be compared with a database checking criminal 
histories and immigration status.  U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement said the program is aimed 
at deporting criminals, but Valle said it has affected people without a criminal record. 
  
MARIJUANA DOES NOT EQUAL DEPORTATION 
VO: 20 SEC 
Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor backed a ruling Tuesday that said immigrants cannot be 
automatically deported if they are convicted of relatively minor crimes involving marijuana.  In a 7-2 
decision, the justices sided with Adrian Moncrieffe, a longtime resident of the United States from Jamaica 
who was deported from the United States over possession of a small amount of marijuana. The court said 
Moncrieffe should have had the opportunity to contest his deportation.  Sotomayor said in her opinion for 
the court that marijuana offenses must involve either the sale of the drug or possession of more than a 
small amount to count as serious enough to warrant automatic deportation.  The decision means that 
Moncrieffe will be able to return to the United States so that he can make the case that he should be 
allowed to remain in the country where he has lived since the age of 3, said Thomas Goldstein, his 
Washington-based lawyer. Goldstein said he believes that the government often drops the deportation 
effort in minor cases like Moncrieffe's. 
  
BULLETPROOF SCHOOLS 
VO: 20 SEC 
A Minnesota school district where two students were killed in a 2003 shooting unveiled a new device 
Tuesday aimed at adding a last-ditch layer of safety for teachers and students: bulletproof whiteboards.  
The Rocori School District has acquired nearly 200 of the whiteboards, made of a material touted by its 
manufacturer as stronger than that in police-issue bulletproof vests. The 18-by-20-inch whiteboards can 
be used by teachers for instruction and used as a shield in an emergency. 
  
==================== 
  
04/24/2013 
  
ERRORS MADE BY THE FBI IN THE CASE OF THE BOSTON EXPLOSIONS (PRIOR TO THE 
INCIDENT) 
BLANCA ROSA VILCHEZ 
PKG 2:30 
One of the Boston Marathon bombing suspects landed in at least one low-level intelligence database two 
years ago, and the system alerted U.S. agents when he flew to Russia last year, federal officials told NBC 



News on Wednesday.  But federal authorities took no action against Tamerlan Tsarnaev because the FBI 
had already interviewed him at the request of the Russian government and found no sign of terrorist 
activity, the officials said.  The officials said Russia asked for information about Tsarnaev twice in 2011, 
once early in the year from the FBI and once in September from the CIA, because the Russians said they 
had reason to believe he was becoming a radical.  When the FBI turned up nothing after the first request, 
it asked Russia for further information, but Russia never supplied it, the officials said. The FBI asked again 
after the September request to the CIA, and Russia again failed to respond, they said. 
  
HOW DO WE INVESTIGATE 11 MILLION UNDOCUMENTED? 
LUIS MEGID 
PKG 1:48 
The 11 million immigrants in the country illegally would have to pass national-security and criminal-
background checks before receiving legal status under an immigration overhaul bill the Senate is 
considering, but some critics say the federal government would have a hard time adequately screening 
such a large number of people.  Federal immigration officials conducting the background checks also 
would have difficulty screening out potential terrorists because the checks are limited to information 
contained in government databases and terrorist-watch lists, critics say.  "If you are not in an existing 
database as a problem or there is not something in your background that raises a red flag, you are going 
to breeze through," said James Carafano, a vice president and national-security expert at the 
conservative Heritage Foundation think tank. "It's far from a panacea." 
  
============================== 
  
04/25/13 
  
LATEST ON THE IMMIGRATION REFORM 
LOURDES MELUZA 
PKG 2:09 
Frustrated at being left out of an immigration overhaul, gay rights groups are pushing to adjust a 
bipartisan Senate bill to include gay couples. But Democrats are treading carefully, wary of adding 
another divisive issue that could lose Republican support and jeopardize the entire bill.  Both parties want 
the bill to succeed. Merely getting to agreement on the basic framework for the immigration overhaul, 
which would create a long and costly path to citizenship for the estimated 11 million people in the U.S. 
illegally, was no small feat for senators. And getting it through a divided Congress is still far from a done 
deal.  Even so, gay rights groups, their lobbyists and grass-roots supporters are insisting the deal 
shouldn't exclude bi-national, same-sex couples -- about 28,500 of them, according to a 2011 study from 
the Williams Institute at UCLA Law. They're ramping up a campaign to change the bill to allow gay 
Americans to sponsor their partners for green cards, the same way straight Americans can. Supporters 
trekked to the Capitol to make their case at senators' offices on Wednesday. 
  
===================================================== 
  
04/26/2013 
  
DECISIONS FAA FURLOUGHS 
JAIME GARCIA / LOS ANGELES, CA 
PKG 2.01 
A bill that would end the Federal Aviation Administration's furlough on air traffic controllers is now on its 
way to President Obama to sign.On Friday, the House passed the measure 361-41. On Thursday night, 
the Senate passed the legislation after most lawmakers had left the Capitol for a weeklong vacation. 
Earlier this week, lawmakers from both parties urged the Obama administration to postpone or cancel the 
furlough of air traffic controllers, with some accusing the FAA of playing politics as the cuts contributed to 
massive delays at airports across the country.The furloughs went into effect Sunday, and the impact was 
felt almost immediately.The FAA reported more than 1,200 delays due to the sequester-tied cuts on 
Monday. On Tuesday, the agency reported "challenges" at airports in New York, Los Angeles, Las Vegas 
and the Dallas-Fort Worth area. On Wednesday, the FAA said there had been close to 900 flights delayed 
"attributable to staffing reductions resulting from the furlough."The FAA claims the furloughs were 



unavoidable. But lawmakers say the agency could find the money elsewhere, by cutting spending on 
consultants and grant programs and in other areas. 
  
==================================================== 
  
04/27/13 
  
RED CROSS AND FLOOD VICTIMS IN CHICAGO 
ERIKA MALDONADO / CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
PKG 1.30 
  
The American Red Cross of Greater Chicago is sending volunteers and trucks filled with cleaning supplies 
to neighborhoods in some of the hardest hit areas in the region to aid in recovery from the recent 
flooding.Volunteers will be driving emergency response vehicles through neighborhoods handing out 
cleaning supplies. Mobile distribution begins Saturday and will continue for several days. Kits are provided 
at no charge and include supplies for indoor and outdoor cleaning including: rakes, shovels, tarps, 
buckets, bleach, brooms, sponges, trash bags as well as personal safety items like rubber gloves. The 
Red Cross has already distributed thousands of items in the past week at more than 35 locations in eight 
counties at parks, police departments and other municipal sites. Call 312-729-6200 for a list of open 
distribution sites. Supplies are limited to first arrival. A Home Repair Guide is also available on the Red 
Cross web site at  Since the flooding began more than a week ago, the Red Cross has provided more 
than 8,000 meals and snacks to more than 11 shelters for residents displaced from their homes. Three 
shelters remain open in Wheeling, Des Plaines and Lisle for more than 100 residents who cannot safely 
return home. Hundreds of volunteers have worked around the clock the last nine days to aid the relief 
effort with additional volunteers arriving from across the nation to assist the Red Cross' largest flood 
recovery operation in Illinois in more than 10 years. 
  
==================================================== 
  
04/28/13 
  
GUN CONTROL BILL TO BE REINTRODUCED 
VO 27 SECS. 
One of the architects of failed gun control legislation says he's bringing it back. Sen. Joe Manchin  on 
Sunday said he would re-introduce a measure that would require criminal and mental health background 
checks for gun buyers at shows and online. The West Virginia Democrat says that if lawmakers read the 
bill, they will support it. Manchin sponsored a previous version of the measure with Republican Sen. Pat 
Toomey of Pennsylvania. It failed. Manchin says there was confusion over what was in the bill. In the 
wake of last year's school shooting in Newtown, Conn., Congress took up gun control legislation, but it 
was blocked by supporters of the powerful pro-gun lobby, the National Rifle Association. 
  
=================================================== 
  
04/29/13 
  
OBAMACARE TO TREAT ADDICTS INSURED 
LUIS MEGID / SAN FRANCISCO, CA 
PKG 1.58 
According to the National Survey on Drug Use and Health, only an estimated 10 percent of the nation's 23 
million people living with addiction issues receive treatment. Meanwhile, places like Minnesota, which has 
one of the highest substance abuse rates in the nation at 11.6 percent of the population, are already trying 
to find room for nearly half a million individuals in need of treatment in the face of less than 4,000 inpatient 
beds, according to federal data. Another daunting task is simply the sheer size of the paperwork needed 
to apply for "Obamacare." A draft copy released by the government to certify eligibility for the program's 
subsidies is 60 pages long with about 1,000 questions, and that doesn't even include the state paperwork 
needed if a person is eligible for Medicaid. According to the Washington Examiner, the government is 
hiring tens of thousands of health care professionals, union workers and community activists to help 



individuals applying for coverage to navigate the process. However, with an estimated 5.5 million with 
addiction problems joining the ranks of those affected by the Affordable Care Act, just sitting down with 
someone to go over the paperwork may be challenge. 
  
=============================== 
  
04/30/13 
  
OBAMA OPTIMISTIC ON INMIGRATION 
LOURDES MELUZA / WASHINGTON, DC 
PKG 2.23 
President Barack Obama believes that Congress will pass a comprehensive immigration reform bill 
despite a lack of bipartisan cooperation on other key issues.On other key issues in Obama's second term, 
such as tax reform, deficit reduction, and the sequestration spending cuts, a lack of bipartisan agreement 
has impeded the president from achieving these goals. He laid blame for that at the feet of Republicans in 
Congress. But a drastic overhaul of the nation's immigration laws that offers a path to citizenship for 
undocumented immigrants has proven to be an exception for today's divided Congress. The effort has 
received support from Republicans and Democrats on both sides of the aisle in both chambers. 
  
==========END OF REPORT================ 
 


