
 

  ISSUES/PROGRAMS 

   Q-4-2015 

This time period we maintained station’s local and interactive character -  Town Supervi-
sors, County Executive, our Congresswoman and State Senator continued with their regu-
larly scheduled interactive Q&A segments, thus keeping WRCR listeners updated on 
happenings in their local city halls, Albany and Washington, DC. 
In addition to that, several topics dominated our news/talk programs:  
East Ramapo School District controversy continued. The school board, with mostly Ha-
sidic members, came under scrutiny for yet another Issue. According to the Spring Valley 
NAACP the U.S. Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights has determined that 
the East Ramapo School District was racially discriminatory when it came to certain pro-
grams. The office recently completed an investigation into claims filed by the NAACP 
that white students were more often placed in out-of-district special needs programs than 
African American or Hispanic children. Following the determination that the claims were 
founded, the district agreed to implement a plan that would focus on preventing discrimi-
nation. Part of the 12-step plan will also be to create an alternative language program, due 
to further complaints that Yiddish classes were offered more than Spanish or Creole lan-
guage classes. Officials with the Office for Civil Rights will be monitoring the plan to 
ensure that each child gets a fair education and they will be ready to resume the investiga-
tion if necessary. In another development discussed on our interactive, call-in programs  
was the East Ramapo School Board assigning a new member to the empty seat that was 
vacated over the summer by Juan Pablo Ramirez. According to officials, Sabrina Charles-
Pierre, a paralegal with two children in the public school system, was appointed on Mon-
day night. Charles-Pierre unsuccessfully ran for election in May and stated that she is 
hoping to be a voice for the public school parents by bringing back art and music pro-
grams without having to cut other classes or activities and laying off teachers. Board 
President Yehudi Weissmandl stated that the district is working with the state monitors to 
implement changes in procedure and programs that will ensure children get the best edu-
cation possible. Charles-Pierre will have to run in the next election in May to maintain 
her appointed position.  
On the topic of gun violence, as expected, a pluralism of opposing opinions was voiced.  



In neighboring Westchester County, Legislators have proposed a law in attempt to ban 
gun shows at county owned facilities. Earlier this month Supervisor of Greenburgh, Paul 
Feiner, sent a letter to county government urging the annual gun show at the County   
Center be cancelled permanently, following a deadly shooting at a college in Oregon and 
much of the nation’s call for a change to gun laws. Weiner stated on WRCR, after the 
Legislature’s decision to support his position, “I don’t think it makes any sense for the 
county to be promoting guns by allowing shows in government buildings.” The proposed 
law was sponsored by eight of ten democrats on the board. and County Executive Rob 
Astorino’s office stated that they remain against the ban and that there will be no perma-
nent ban on gun shows held at the County Center.  
Additionally, frequent significant treatment in our talk programs, was the proposed sale 
of the County Hospital to a private investor. Rockland County Executive Ed Day, in his 
weekly 15-minute radio address, stood by his claim that the buyer for the Summit Park 
Hospital is at fault for the termination of the sale. Sympaticare LLC, the company set to 
purchase the county-owned facility by September 30, stated they believe the county 
failed to meet agreements in the contract and blamed official’s alleged inability to negoti-
ate on terms. County officials announced the cancellation of the $32 million sale last 
week, and Day stated to WRCR that the hospital will close by December 31, and would 
result in 288 employees losing their jobs, otherwise it would cost Rockland a million dol-
lars a month to remain open. Shalom Braunstein, the owner of Sympaticare stated that the 
company reached out to the county, but received no response and was forced to terminate 
the sale when they were denied an extension.  
Finally, another issue that caused an uproar among our audience, was the “No Haitians” 
ad. Dozens of people called the program and came out to protest the advertisement pub-
lished in the New City Pennsysaver earlier this month. Marching through the Village of 
Spring Valley, residents started at the Interim Healthcare offices on New Clarkstown 
Road, and finished at Memorial Park. Many held signs and chanted against what they call 
the racist, which was published by Interim Healthcare on October 15, and stated specifi-
cally “no Haitians” apply for the job. The company issued an apology following the out-
rage that came with the ad, and Rockland County officials have launched an investigation 
into the discrimination. The state Attorney General’s office has stepped in as well. The 
march was the latest in recent organized protests near the Healthcare offices. 
Of course, the above is not a complete list of topics that received significant treatment on 
the WRCR airwaves! 
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