
Q 4 2019 WRCR ISSUES/PROGRAMS


WRCR is a full service local radio station. There are five towns in Rockland and each of 
the town’s supervisors gets 15 minutes a week to discuss issues and information 
concerning individual towns. On Monday at 8:15, it’s George Hoeman form Clarkstown, 
Wednesday 8:45, Chris Day from Orangetown, Thursday 8:15 Howard Phillips from 
Haverstraw, also Thursday 8:45 Jim Monahan from Stony Point, and Friday 8:45 
Michael Specht from Ramapo. Also our county executive Ed Day, reports to us on 
Friday at 8:15 with issues concerning the County as a whole. Rockland sherif Lou Falco 
the chief law enforcement officer in the county, discusses issues concerning law 
enforcement in Rockland.  

We are also visited weekly by state representatives including state senator David 
Carlucci to Tuesday 8:45am and four assemblymen: Ellen Jaffe, Ken Zebrowski, Collin 
Schmidt, and Carl Brabenec who rotate on our state assembly interview Thursday at 
9:15am. Specialty programs include “Who wants to be a Volunteer” a program 
dedicated, exclusively to the recruitment and retention of volunteer firefighters in 
Rockland; as Rockland County is the only county in the state with an all volunteer fire 
service. The Storm Water Consortium, a program which focuses on clean water and the 
prevention vegetation and soil erosion, heard on the second Thursday of each month at 
9:30. “Live-on New York”, every Wednesday form 9-10 am dealing with organ donations 
and featuring interviews with people all over the world who were given a second chance 
in life due to an organ donors. Monday through Friday form 3-5pm it’s the “CleMental 
Health Show”, promoting positive mental health and dealing with topics like suicide 
prevention, drug abuse, bipolar and other mental health issues, done in a very positive 
and upbeat manor. “Crossroads of Rockland History” discussing various matters 
regarding the history of Rockland county, airing in the Third Monday of each month at 
9:30. As Rockland has a significant Haitian population, “Radio Panik”, a Haitian program 
airs every Sunday from 7am to 1pm.  

The morning show from 6-9:30am Monday through Friday features open telephone lines 
for listeners to discuss any and all issues relating to Rockland County. Included in this is 
local news, local traffic, and local weather from our exclusive meteorologists. WRCR is 
truly a full service, local radio station. 

Following are the issues that received substantial, in-depth coverage in talk programs 
on WRCR, which we picked to report on for this quarter:  

  



ISSUE: What can be done to improve mental health diagnosis, treatment and 
prevention in our listening area - suburban New York Metro? 

Discussion: 

Mental health issues have been in the focus of attention of the media and public, 
especially in the latter part of 2019, in view of recent mass shootings in El Paso, TX, 
Dayton, OH and stabbings at home, here in Rockland. 

Programming: WRCR addressed mental health issues in depth through a dedicated 
regularly scheduled programs. 

The CLEMental Health Show continued airing on WRCR this quarter, but with 
expanded hours, now airing daily 3-5 PM Monday through Friday, with the exception of 
Christmas week. Total number of days program aired this quarter: 59 = 118 hours of live 
mental health themed programming. 

The host, Peter Clemente, himself an admitted bipolar disorder sufferer, covered a host 
of topics: the stigma of mental health illness, drug-related deaths (which are at record 
levels), public health epidemic of firearm-related injury and death (in 2017 40,000 
people in US died of firearms, a 20-year record) disparity in mental health insurance 
coverage, suicide prevention, social media issues (majority polled by American 
Psychiatric Association feel social media have more negative than positive effect), and a 
host of other issues, like half of American workers feeling in an APA poll are not 
comfortable discussing own mental health issues at work, with 1/3 worried about job 
consequences, etc. Above all, program offers hope and support and encourages 
listeners to call in. 
More info at: clementalhealth.com, @clementalhealth and  https://podcasts.apple.com/
us/podcast/the-clemental-health-shows-podcast-wrcr-am-1700/id1466011641  

ISSUE: Rockland county’s Haitian community faces unique issues and challenges, 
specific to New York Metropolitan Area 

Programming: These community-specific issues are being addressed in WRCR’s 
weekly live, interactive program. 

Haitian Radio Panik FM: Now in its 20th year of broadcasting on WRCR, this program 
continues to air weekly in Creole, French and English, Sundays from 7 AM to 1 PM. 
Total number of days aired in this quarter: 13, which equals 78 hours of live, audience-
involving programming. Program features live interviews with local elected officials, 
interactive discussions with callers as well as live reports from Haiti.  
Just to name a few issues covered: 

http://clementalhealth.com
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-clemental-health-shows-podcast-wrcr-am-1700/id1466011641
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-clemental-health-shows-podcast-wrcr-am-1700/id1466011641
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