
WRCR - ISSUES/PROGRAMS Q 2 2019

During this time period, WRCR returned on the air on May 1st, at its 1700 kHz dial 
position on the AM band. 
Our interactive, audience driven Morning Drive Show, which continued to air without 
interruption since 2001, registered hundreds of congratulatory phone calls from the 
audience and elected officials alike. 
Regularly scheduled segments continued. They included the following:
Clarkstown Supervisor Hoehmann - Mondays 8:15 - 8:30
Assemblyman Zebrowski - Tuesdays 7:45 - 8:00
Assemblyman Schmitt - 3rd Tuesday 8:15 - 8:30
Senator Carlucci - Tuesdays 8:45 - 9:00
Assemblyman Brabanec - 3rd Tuesday 9:15 - 9:30
Assemblyman Skoufis - 3rd Wednesday 7:30 - 7:45
Sheriff Falco - Wednesdays 8:15 - 8:30
Orangetown Supervisor C. Day - Wednesdays 8:45 - 9:00
R.C. Legislator - Thursdays 7:45 - 8:00
Haverstraw Supervisor Phillips - Thursdays 8:15 - 8:30
Stony Point Supervisor Monaghan - Thursdays 8:45 - 9:00
Assemblywoman Jaffee - alternating Thursdays 9:15 - 9:30
County Executive E. Day - Fridays 8:15 - 8:30
Ramapo Supervisor Specht - Fridays 8:45 - 9:00 

All Issues discussed were addressed in our locally produced programs:

1) Measles epidemic - As of May 1st there were 201 cases of measles in Rockland 
county. It is believed that such high number of cases was caused by low vaccination rate 
based on religious exemption in Rockland’s Hasidic community. 

Programming: WRCR addressed the issue in numerous programs, mostly AM Drive 
segments, as well as short-form audience-driven on air discussions.

AM Drive - Senator Carlucci’s segment      5/7/2019   8:45-9:00 AM 

Senator reported on Rockland’s lawmakers and health officials’ visit to Albany during 
the World Immunization Week, to lobby for a Senate bill that would eliminate all non-
medical exemptions from children’s vaccination requirements. Senator Carlucci says as 
the numbers climb not only in Rockland County but the state and the rest of the country, 
people are starting to take heed. 

County Executive’s segment 5/10/2019 8:15-8:30 AM



As the number of measles cases continues to rise. Rockland County Executive Ed Day 
said that despite the courts having overruled an earlier state of emergency, he’ll be doing 
it again, in order to control the epidemic. He reported that Good Samaritan Hospital in 
Suffern is reportedly banning any kids under the age of 18, regardless of their vaccination 
history, from visiting the hospital. Kids that need to be admitted for medical purposes 
were allowed.

County Executive’s segment 5/17/2019 8:15-8:30 AM

County Executive reported that Rockland County’s Health Commissioner has a new plan 
of attack to try to stem the tide of measles cases in the county after a judge nullified the 
county’s state of emergency earlier in the month. And if it’s not stopped, it’s estimated it 
could cost the county $2 million, roughly the same as a 2 percent property tax hike. Dr. 
Patricia Schnabel Ruppert has launched two new orders, the Communicable Disease & 
Exposure Exclusion Order requires people with or exposed to the measles to stay away 
from public places for up to 21 days, except for medical or legal issues, and to provide 
the health department with details of their illness. Dr. Ruppert says the second order 
requires students in the 10952 and 10977 zip codes to have their MMR vaccinations or 
stay home. 

County Executive’s segment 5/31/2019 8:15-8:30 AM 

This time, County Executive’s segment reported that a third State of Emergency has been 
declared in Rockland County’s war on the measles. The second declaration expired over 
the weekend. The new one will remain in effect until June 24th. This emergency 
declaration does not prohibit those who are unvaccinated from going out in public, but 
those
who have been diagnosed with the measles must, among other directives from the Health 
Department, stay away from indoor and outdoor public spaces for up to three weeks. 
Students are also required to be immunized unless they have a medical or religious 
exemption. Violations could result in a $2,000 fine, but no fines have been issued yet. To 
date there have been 254 cases of measles since the outbreak began last October. 

Special Program 6/18/2019 10:00-11:00

Expanded coverage of the measles situation — Rockland state lawmakers and health 
officials were in Albany for World Immunization Week urging support for a Senate bill 
that would eliminate all non-medical exemptions from children’s vaccination 
requirements. Rockland State Senator David Carlucci says when those who can be 
vaccinated, don’t get vaccinated, we take a giant step backwards.



North Rockland State Senator James Skoufis also emphasized that the bill is not anti-
religion.
Rockland Assemblywoman Ellen Jaffee says the freedom of religion rights guaranteed in 
the constitution must be balanced against what’s right for society as a whole.
Rockland Assemblyman Ken Zebrowski said he and his wife are sometimes uncertain 
where it’s safe to go even though their ten-month old daughter has gotten her booster 
shot.
Rockland County’s Health Commissioner Dr. Patricia Schnabel Ruppert recommends 
infants get their first vaccine between 6-12 months. Under normal circumstances a child 
would get a second one before entering kindergarten, but Dr. Ruppert says considering 
what’s happening in the county now, the second one could come as soon as 28 days after 
the first. Dr. Ruppert says the bill would help get the so-called “herd immunization” rate 
up to 95%, where it should be. 

2) State Budget 

Many Rocklanders and their representatives had serious concerns about the new NY State 
budget.

Programming: The issue was addressed in several programs on WRCR

Morning Drive Program 6/11/2019 10:00-11:00 AM

Area state representatives are very unhappy with New York’s budget which was passed 

over the weekend. Western Ramapo and Orange County Assemblyman Karl Brabenec 

says he was hoping area libraries would get more money.

Assemblyman Colin Schmitt of Stony Point and Orange County says he was disappointed 

that Mirant debt relief for Stony Point wasn’t included in the budget, though it did have 

bi-partisan support.

Schmitt was pleased the budget made the property tax cap permanent, restored AIM 

funds to municipalities, and restored over $5 million to veterans’ mental health services.

3) Criminal Justice Reform



In opinion of many elected officials and law enforcement, the State has passed the cost 

over to the local government. 

Programming: The issue was addressed in multiple Sheriff’s segments, County 

Executive’s segments, as well as in short form in live audience driven discussions in the 

AM Drive

Sheriff Falco’s segment 6/19/2019 8:15-8:45

Rockland’s Sheriff isn’t happy with some of the criminal justice reforms passed in the 

state budget earlier this week. Sheriff Lou Falco says the elimination of many of the cash 

bail requirements makes law enforcement’s job much harder…

Under the new law judges would still be able to set bail for violent felonies and other 

serious crimes. Earlier this week Governor Andrew Cuomo said the criminal justice 

reform package would also close more state prisons.

A spokesman for the New York Sheriffs Association, said his group and others had 

endorsed recommendations made by the New York Justice Task Force, which would 

have given judges greater discretion on bail, but that wasn’t the bill that ended up being 

adopted.

Sheriff Falco’s segment 6/26/2019  8:15-8:45 AM

Criminal Justice Reform addressed again, with Sheriff stating tat law enforcement 

representatives were not consulted. A long list of 400 crimes, for which bail was 



eliminated, was presented by Sheriff. Law enforcement will have new, higher overtime 

expenses, which will result in higher property taxes. 

RBA - Al Samuels’ Segment   7:45-8:00 AM

Rockland Business Association President, Al Samuels addressed the issue in detail in his 

bi-weekly segments from 7:45-8:00 AM on 5/10, 5/24, 6/7 and 6/21,

essentially echoing above concerns and how the reform and the resulting local tax 

increases, in order to pay for police overtime, will impact local budget and the business 

community. 

4) Environment 

Cornell Cooperative Extension’s Mike Wilson in his programs on 5/9/19 and 6/11/19 

from 9:30-10:00 AM addressed a multitude of issues, from stormwater management 

issues, erosion and sediment control to fertilizer law education and climate change 

solutions, among others. 

5) Opioid Epidemic 

Senator Carlucci’s Segment   8:45-9:00

In his segments on 6/4, 6/11, 6/18 and 6/25, senator reported on seriousness of the current 

surge in opioid abuse and resulting overdose deaths. He reported what the state 

government is doing through its agency, OASAS, to make treatment of this addiction 

accessible to everyone. He also gave specific information about overdose prevention 

trainings and Narcan use throughout the county.


