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Arts and Culture
Q&A: Cynthia Smith touts increased programming capability at Peoria Public Library’s 
Lincoln Branch – Dec. 14, 2021 by Joe Deacon

Peoria hip-hop duo counters 'drill music' with message of prevention – Dec. 14, 2021 by Tim 
Shelley

A 'postcard to Peoria': Augmented reality mural unveiled outside Metro Centre – Dec. 10, 
2021 by Hannah Alani

Before the Illinois River was murky and muddy, it was a highly valued supplier of ice – 
Dec. 3, 2021 by Steve Tarter

Daniel Ackley learns about local artists with his Central Illinois arts publication Art 
Review – Dec. 2, 2021 by Daniel Musisi

East Peoria kicks off 37th annual Festival of Lights after first place win on 'The Great 
Christmas Light Fight' – Nov. 18, 2021 by Jody Holtz

New book tells the story of Joseph Greenhut, Peoria's famous whiskey baron and merchant 
prince – Nov. 12, 2021 by Tim Shelley

'Hello Peoria' mural not only offers a warm greeting to the city, but a demonstration of 
public art's value – Nov. 6, 2021 by Brady Johnson

Peoria's Fantastic Plastics embrace technology as they critique it – Oct 20, 2021 by Jon 
Norton

Legacy Wall highlights contributions of LGBTQ+ people throughout history – Oct 20, 2021 
by Brady Johnson

Q&A: New magazine aims to highlight the beauty of Peoria – Oct. 11, 2021 by Olivia Streeter

With dance, Peoria woman hopes to inspire youth during Hispanic Heritage Month and 
beyond – Oct. 6, 2021 by Hannah Alani

Business and Economy
Haddad's restaurant celebrates new building façade thanks to Baldovin Construction, 
Peoria contractors – Dec. 23, 2021 by Hannah Alani
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Tri-County shows wage growth, but inflation threatens to offset gains – Dec. 15, 2021 by Joe 
Deacon

Q&A: Ken Zika discusses ‘angel’ investing, touts solar development firm for nonprofits – 
Dec. 6, 2021 by Joe Deacon

Distillery Labs lands a $2 million federal grant. What that means for the project and its 
timeline – Dec. 2, 2021 by Tim Shelley

When will inflation be reined in? The answer depends on your school of thought about 
what's happening in the economy – Nov. 22, 2021 by Tim Shelley

Yordy Turkey Farm in Morton faces a record number of pre-orders as Thanksgiving nears 
– Nov. 17, 2021 by Jody Holtz

Federal infrastructure package may finally fund long-awaited control tower rebuild at 
Peoria Intl' Airport – Nov. 16, 2021 by Tim Shelley

Illinois Waterway wins new federal recognition, opening the door to big investment 
opportunities – Nov. 8 2021 by Tim Shelley

Small-town movie houses like Chillicothe’s Town Theater are hurting – Nov. 6 2021 by 
Steve Tarter

Chamber President Joshua Gunn discusses Peoria’s economic outlook, workforce 
development – Nov. 1, 2021 by Joe Deacon

ICC breaks ground on $12M Workforce Sustainability Center – Oct. 28, 2021 by Tim 
Shelley

Peoria hockey fans celebrate the Rivermen returning to Carver Arena – Oct. 25, 2021 by 
Joe Deacon

Peoria Grown expands Market 309 to serve Bradley University students – Oct. 13, 2021 by 
Tim Shelley

History and hops come together at Evergreen Farm Brewing – Oct. 12, 2021 by Mike Rundle

Carbon-neutral industrial park planned for Putnam County – Oct. 5, 2021 by Tim Shelley

Peoria Charter owner sees business rebound with boost from federal aid – Oct. 4, 2021 by 
Joe Deacon

Education
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Bradley University will begin spring semester in person, on campus – Dec. 21, 2021 by Tim 
Shelley

Eureka College expands free tuition program to students across Illinois – Dec. 15, 2021 by 
Joe Deacon

Q&A: New book explores how educators can begin to bridge the 'opportunity gap' poverty 
creates – Dec. 13, 2021 by Tim Shelley

Peoria’s teachers’ union head and District 150 officials are at odds over morale, alternative 
schooling – Dec. 8, 2021 by Joe Deacon

Q&A: At Eureka College, the COVID-19 pandemic accelerated changes already in motion 
to meet the demands of the times – Dec. 7, 2021 by Tim Shelley

Bradley's first VP of diversity, equity, and inclusion plans to work not only on the Hilltop, 
but in the Peoria community – Dec. 1, 2021 by Tim Shelley

'One relationship at a time': Southside Community Center aims to lift more families out of 
poverty in 2022 – Nov. 22, 2021 by Hannah Alani

Staff at Glen Oak Community Learning Center voice concerns over lack of support – Nov. 
9, 2021 by Mike Rundle

Q&A: Coach Andrea Gorski and Bradley women's basketball team aim to build on Valley 
title run – Nov. 5, 2021 by Joe Deacon

Q&A: Greuter discusses East Peoria High School’s ‘Raiders’ nickname and use of Native 
American imagery – Oct. 29, 2021 by Joe Deacon

Peoria Public Library, District 150 working to improve media literacy – Oct. 26, 2021 by 
Joe Deacon

Use of racial slur in video featuring Richwoods secretary denounced by students, parents – 
Oct. 26, 2021 by Mike Rundle

Q&A: University of Illinois President Tim Killeen on where and how Peoria fits into the 
Illinois Innovation Network – Oct. 12, 2021 by Tim Shelley

Programs still available for students of Peoria Public Schools learning English – Oct. 4, 
2021 by Hannah Alani

Health & Medicine
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Hospitals cope with a skyrocketing COVID-19 caseload as Tri-County region adds 1,800 
cases in 2 days – Dec. 31, 2021 by Joe Deacon

Peoria hospitals struggling with capacity issues again as worst COVID-19 surge in a year 
takes hold – Dec. 22, 2021 by Tim Shelley

Making Peoria a 'headquarters city': OSF Healthcare cuts ribbon outside downtown HQ – 
Dec. 17, 2021 by Hannah Alani

'It is tremendous technology': OSF's Dr. James McGee explains how proton beam therapy 
can change health care in central Illinois – Dec. 16, 2021 by Hannah Alani

Peoria area’s UnityPoint hospitals could shift to Carle Health system – Dec. 13, 2021 by Joe 
Deacon

Peoria County corrections officer dies from COVID-19. The jail is on outbreak status – 
Dec. 5, 2021 by Joe Deacon

With emergence of Omicron variant, Peorians urged to get COVID-19 vaccines, boosters: 
'This is a very precarious time' – Nov. 30, 2021 by Hannah Alani

'We are completely vulnerable': Q&A with Sam Quinones shines light on rise in counterfeit 
pills laced with fentanyl, methamphetamine – Nov. 16, 2021 by Hannah Alani

Everything you need to know about getting your children ages 5+ vaccinated in Peoria 
Public Schools – Nov. 4, 2021 by Hannah Alani

Center for Prevention of Abuse's Carol Merna discusses the goals and impact of Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month – Oct. 29, 2021 by Joe Deacon

COVID-19 hospitalizations in the Tri-County dip below 20, while the active caseload 
continues to decline – Oct. 25, 2021 by Joe Deacon

OSF's ‘street medicine’ shuttle strives to deliver care to people in need – Oct. 21, 2021 by 
Joe Deacon

Heartland Health Services has plans for new services, infrastructure overhauls in the 
works – Oct. 18, 2021 by Tim Shelley

Blood banks reporting unusual autumn short supply – Oct. 11, 2021 by Tim Shelley

COVID co-infections with other respiratory illnesses on the rise as flu season sets in – Oct. 
4, 2021 by Tim Shelley

Some Tri-County residents now can get COVID-19 booster shots. Health officials ask 
others to be patient – Oct. 1, 2021 by Joe Deacon
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Politics and Government
Q&A: Mayor Ali discusses possible ways to use federal aid to address gun violence in 
Peoria – Dec. 21, 2021 by Joe Deacon 

Downtown Peoria housing for families experiencing homelessness gets council's approval – 
Dec. 15, 2021 by Brady Johnson

'I'm ecstatic': This Peoria air traffic controller cannot wait for a new, federally funded 
control tower – Dec. 8, 2021 by Hannah Alani

Peoria Housing Authority board members approve tentative AFSCME union contract – 
Dec. 6, 2021 by Hannah Alani

Dispute over Peoria County Auditor's Office escalates to the courts – Nov. 22, 2021 by Tim 
Shelley

Peoria Heights already touts a strong local business scene. Now the village is beefing up 
focus on residential and tourism – Nov. 10, 2021 by Tim Shelley

Wallace, Sorensen join the field of Democrats hoping to follow Bustos in the Illinois 17th 
District – Nov. 10, 2021 by Joe Deacon

LaHood blasts Illinois redistricting process, blames Biden for labor shortage and supply 
chain crisis – Nov. 1, 2021 by Joe Deacon

Q&A: Wisconsin Developer Answers Questions On Taft Homes/Providence Pointe 
Redevelopment – Oct. 21, 2021 by Hannah Alani

Here's how the Peoria area is divvied up on the new Democrat-drawn congressional maps – 
Oct. 15, 2021 by Tim Shelley

Federal passenger rail plan recommends Peoria link — eventually – Oct. 14, 2021 by Tim 
Shelley

Donovan Park pavilion now on ice as project leaders look to collect community feedback – 
Oct. 5, 2021 by Hannah Alani

LaHood points at Democrats for delaying votes on an infrastructure package and raising 
the debt ceiling – Oct. 4, 2021 by Joe Deacon

Public Safety
The Peoria Fire Department is pulling an engine company out of service temporarily. This 
is why – Dec. 21, 2021 by Tim Shelley
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https://www.wcbu.org/local-news/2021-10-05/donovan-park-pavilion-now-on-ice-as-project-leaders-look-to-collect-community-feedback
https://www.wcbu.org/local-news/2021-10-04/lahood-points-at-democrats-for-delaying-votes-on-an-infrastructure-package-and-raising-the-debt-ceiling
https://www.wcbu.org/local-news/2021-10-04/lahood-points-at-democrats-for-delaying-votes-on-an-infrastructure-package-and-raising-the-debt-ceiling
https://www.wcbu.org/local-news/2021-12-21/the-peoria-fire-department-is-pulling-an-engine-company-out-of-service-temporarily-this-is-why
https://www.wcbu.org/local-news/2021-12-21/the-peoria-fire-department-is-pulling-an-engine-company-out-of-service-temporarily-this-is-why


'Hungry to get to an answer': Dozens of Peorians turn out to meet director of Illinois' new 
gun violence prevention office – Dec. 15, 2021 by Hannah Alani

Woman found dead in burning house died by strangulation, coroner says – Dec. 1, 2021 by 
Tim Shelley

Firefighters tackle blaze at 2nd Farmington bar in a week – Nov. 26 2021 by Tim Shelley

3 people critically injured in house fire in Peoria – Nov. 21, 2021 by Ryan Denham

3 residents injured, 28 displaced in Peoria apartment fire – Nov. 16, 2021 by Jody Holtz

'He was just a little boy': Peoria siblings mourn loss of their brother, 15-year-old Dequwan 
Pruitt – Nov. 11, 2021 by Hannah Alani

UPDATE: Juvenile injured in Center Bluff shooting has died – Nov. 8, 2021 by Tim Shelley

Peoria NAACP, law enforcement agencies tout ‘shared principles’ as a path to better 
community relations – Nov. 2, 2021 by Joe Deacon

'We need to do all we can': Booth couple reflect on Peoria gun violence – Oct. 28, 2021 by 
Hannah Alani

3 teens face murder charges in the rural Mackinaw slaying. Prosecutors plan to try a 15-
year-old girl as an adult in apparent murder-for-hire – Oct. 26, 2021 by Joe Deacon

WIU professors take a closer look at how COVID-19 is impacting police departments – Oct. 
25, 2021by Tim Shelley

'A safe place to heal': House of Hope hosts youth survivor support groups this weekend – 
Oct. 21, 2021 by Hannah Alani

A South Peoria house caught fire twice this week. A fire department investigator has called 
it arson – Oct. 16, 2021 by Joe Deacon

Chief Echevarria aims to increase diversity among Peoria police force – Oct. 14, 2021 by Joe 
Deacon

'If we don't do this, somebody else is going to die': Peoria's top cop wants to meet with 
women after city's 24th homicide of 2021 – Oct. 11, 2021 by Hannah Alani

The long-awaited 182nd Airlift Wing fire station at Peoria International Airport is now 
open – Oct. 5, 2021 by Joe Deacon
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