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REGULARLY SCHEDULED PROGRAMMING 
 

During the Third Quarter of 2017, KGO-TV aired the following regularly 
scheduled local newscasts identified on air as “ABC 7 News” with a total 
cumulative average of over 100 hours per month: 

  

   Monday - Friday   4:30-7:00AM 

   Monday - Friday   11:00-11:30AM 

   Monday - Friday  4:00-5:00PM 

   Monday - Friday  5:00-5:30PM 

   Monday - Friday  6:00-7:00PM 

   Monday - Friday  11:00-11:35PM 

   Saturday & Sunday  11:00PM-12:00AM 

   Saturday & Sunday 5:00-6:00AM / 6:00-7:00AM 

   Saturday   8:00-9:00AM / 4:30-5:00PM 

   Sunday   9:00-10:00AM / 4:30-5:00PM 

   Saturday & Sunday 5:00-5:30PM & 6:00-6:30PM 

  



THE LIVE WELL NETWORK- KGO-TV / 7.2 HD 

KGO-TV’s D2 sub-channel airs the “Live Well Network,” a single free 24/7 
over-the-air digital platform channel providing viewers with original content 
focusing on home, health and lifestyle. 

The “Live Well Network” offers programs entitled- Let’s Dish, Deals, Mexico: 
One Plate at a Time, Knock It Off, The Balancing Act, Fix This Yard, Food Rush 
and My Family Recipe Rocks, and Fix This Yard along with others. 

LAFF TV NETWORK- KGO-TV / 7.3 SD 

KGO-TV’s D3 sub-channel airs the “LAFF TV Network,” a single free 24/7 
over-the-air digital platform channel providing viewers with comedy 
programming content. The “LAFF TV Network,” airs vintage sitcoms and 
theatrical movies with a comedic theme.   

KGO-TV’S D2 Live Well Network & KGO-TV’S D3 LAFF TV network signals 
carry Public Service Announcements and Children’s Core Programming as 
described in the Quarterly FCC 398 Children’s Report.    

During the third quarter of 2017, KGO-TV also aired the following locally 
produced programming that addressed the problems and needs of the San 
Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 
 
BEYOND THE HEADLINES WITH CHERYL JENNINGS:  This locally produced 
public affairs program consisted of a variety of subjects primarily dealing 
with issues related to the local community.  The program’s objective was to 
go “beyond the headlines” and explore critical issues facing the 
community.  KGO-TV’s Cheryl Jennings hosted this program that aired 
Sundays from 4:30 to 5:00pm. 
 
SEVEN ON YOUR SIDE:  Michael Finney headed this consumer affairs unit 
that provided consumer information / product recalls during local 5:00pm 
newscasts, and reviewed investigations / resolutions during 6:00pm 
newscasts.  Office staff answered letters, email and hotline telephone calls 
from viewers seeking help with a wide variety of consumer problems.  On 
the average, the unit received over 500 e-mails / letters, and over 1100 
phone calls per month. 
 

 
 
 
 

 



COMMUNITY EVENTS 
The following community events were featured on KGO-TV’s “Around the 
Bay,” KGO-TV’s vehicle for sponsoring upcoming community events 
hosted or, moderated by KGO-TV personnel.  Each of these thirty-second 
spots featured two to three events, and aired for two weeks on a fixed 
schedule: 

 

AROUND THE BAY CALENDAR:  3rd QTR ‘17 
 

7/1/17 – 7/14/17  

San Francisco Jewish Film Festival (7/20-8/6)  

San Jose Downtown Association: Christmas in July (7/15)  

7/15/17 – 7/28/17  

Pacific Islanders’ Cultural Association: Aloha Fest (8/5-8/6)  

Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence: Stilettos for Shanghai documentary (8/7)  

7/29/17 – 8/11/17  

Vista Center: Menlo Charity Horse Show (8/8-8/13)  

Friends of Faith (8/26)  

8/12/17 – 8/25/17  

Taylor Family Foundation: Day In the Park (8/27) Cheryl Jennings MC 

Asian Women’s Shelter (9/9)  

Komen Race for the Cure (9/24) Natasha Zouves MC 

8/26/17 – 9/8/17  

International Association of Sufism: Annual Inspiration Dinner (9/22) honoring 
Cheryl Jennings 

Leukemia & Lymphoma Society: Light the Night Walk (9/16 Napa) (10/7 Santa 
Rosa) 

Mill Valley Fall Arts Fest (9/16 - 17) 

9/9/17 – 9/22/17  

Belvedere Tiburon Library Foundation: Blackie’s Hay Day (9/23)  

Alzheimers Assoc: Em Rossi benefit concert @ Mystic Theater (10/1)  

Tenderloin Neighborhood Development Corporation: TNDC Pool Toss (10/11)  



(AROUND THE BAY CALENDAR:  3rd QTR ’17 Cont.) 

 

9/23/17 – 10/6/17  

George Mark Children's House: Autumn Celebration 2017 (10/ 7)  

Boy Scouts of America, Bay Area Council: Lunch-O-Ree (10/13) Larry Beil MC 

Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, San Jose: Light the Night Walk (10/14) Matt Keller 
MC



In addition to the local news and public affairs programs described in this 
report, KGO-TV carries all of the ABC Television news & public affairs 
programs listed and described in the report filed as “Network 
Programming.” 
 

* * * * 

KGO-TV applies feedback from the community in determining the key local 
  issues, problems, and needs. Some of the station’s most significant 
treatments of these issues are described on the following pages: 

 

 I-TEAM / SPECIAL NEWS REPORTS 

 TRANSPORTATION  

 CONSUMERISM, 7 ON YOUR SIDE 

 CRIME 

 D. A. C. A. (Deferred Action Childhood Arrivals) 

 ECONOMY 



I-TEAM / SPECIAL NEWS REPORTS 

FRI, 7/14/17 - ABC7 NEWS 6:00PM (2:25) 
 
I-TEAM EXCLUSIVE: Reaction to Racially-Charged Photos of Court Employees 

Furious reaction, after the I-Team showed you these pictures of California court 
system employees at an office party dressed up like prisoners. Judges around the 
state and lawmakers are reacting to our report, and the courts' oversight body is 
apologizing.  The reaction has been swift, after our report was emailed to every 
sitting judge in the state.  Judge Maryanne Gilliard, Director, Alliance of California 
Judges, tells the I-Team, "I was appalled."  She is shocked by what the I-Team 
uncovered Tuesday, saying, "That is not anything any judge I know would ever 
tolerate ever "  Dan Noyes obtained photos of last year's Halloween party at the 
Judicial Council, the policy-making body for California courts, whose goal is 
"access, fairness and diversity". But staff at the Sacramento office imitated the TV 
show "Orange is the New Black" -- turning their cubicles into prison cells, a guard 
standing watch, someone wearing dreadlocks and a Hannibal Lecter mask in a 
padded cell, others painting their faces, one male employee appearing to imitate a 
transgender actress on the show. 
Long-time Judicial Council employee Michael Roosevelt tipped off the I-Team, 
saying the event sends a dangerous message: "Bad people, black people, dark 
people, people with locks, they are to be feared." 
Dan Noyes added, "Feared and ridiculed." Roosevelt agreed, "Feared and 
ridiculed." 
 
The Alliance of California Judges emailed the I-Team investigation to every sitting 
judge in the state, and called for "accountability and transparency" for the Judicial 
Council, "this rudderless and bloated bureaucracy."  Judge Gilliard said, "There is 
nothing funny to be made of lives being destroyed by Crime either as a defendant 
or as a victim."  Rev. Amos Brown, president of the San Francisco Chapter of the 
NAACP, told the I-Team, "We will call for an apology."  In Tuesday's report, the I-
Team showed the pictures to Reverend Amos Brown of the NAACP.  "They don't 
see these prisoners as being human beings," responded Rev. Brown. "They see it 
as being a fun thing." 
 
The Judicial Council is apologizing to the NAACP, issuing a statement calling the 
"staff Halloween costume contest ... insensitive and unacceptable." "Our 
employees should be held to a higher standard where even the appearance of bias 
or prejudice is not permissible."  Also today, the California Legislative Black 
Caucus is calling for an investigation of diversity in the Judicial Council, saying 
"the racist actions ... are shameful."  And the California Capitol Black Staff 
Association is "horrified by (the) racist photos" calling them "hate speech that 
depicts dangerous stereotypes that have haunted the Black population in America 
since slavery."  In an email to employees, the Judicial Council tried to explain 
away at least part of the controversy, saying the staff did not actually darken their 
faces. But that only stirred up even more angry reaction at the state capitol. 



FRI 7/28/17 - ABC7 NEWS 4:00PM (3:00) 

 
Family of Bay Area man Accused of Planning Terrorist Acts Speaks Out 

The uncle of Oakland's Amer Alhaggagi says the federal terrorism charges against 
the 22-year-old Berkeley High School graduate do not jive with the young man he 
has known.  "Non-violent, non-aggressive, non-harmful, very cooperative, very 
humanitarian," Hashem Awnallah, Alhaggagi's uncle, said.  But Alhaggagi has 
been indicted on multiple counts that he tried to create social media accounts to 
benefit ISIS, and was plotting violent attacks in the Bay Area, including a suicide 
bombing. 
 
They are allegations that were laid out by a federal prosecutor last fall during a 
detention hearing.  "His plan was to have some type of car bomb in San Francisco 
and lay backpack bombs in the East Bay," prosecutors said.  They also say 
Alhaggagi spoke about plans to start fires in Berkeley and San Francisco, sell 
cocaine laced with rat poison in nightclubs, and that he downloaded a bomb-
making manual onto his computer and sent an FBI informant photos of guns he 
had obtained. 
 
"This rises to something that was more than just daydreaming. This was 
something we invested a lot of time and effort into and the FBI does not do that 
and law enforcement doesn't do that unless there is a clear and present danger," 
Special Agent in Charge John F. Bennett of the FBI's San Francisco Field Office 
said.  But Alhagaggi's friends and family say they saw no signs that he was being 
radicalized, much less acting on it. 
 
"It's kind of like two opposite ends. There's this one picture we have of him, and 
there's this other picture we see being painted, and it's kind of saddening to see 
that," Alhaggagi's friend Sahaid Ahmed said.  Alhaggagi is considered a flight risk 
and is being held without bond. 
 
 



THU 8/10/17 - ABC7 NEWS 6:00PM (2:55) 
 
Loma Fire Sparked by Portable Generator Used by Marijuana Growers 

Cal Fire confirms what the ABC7 I-Team reported last year-the fire started at a 
Marijuana grow operation.  Weeks before the fire, neighbors told ABC7 
Investigative Reporter Dan Noyes about Marijuana growers in the Santa Cruz 
Mountains. Their concerns about fire danger came true in a devastating way. 
The massive 2016 Loma Fire burned for 16 days last September destroying a 
dozen homes and charring 4500 acres.  Just days after the fire started the ABC7 I-
Team revealed the fire originated at a Marijuana grow operation on land owned by 
the then-CEO of a Santa Cruz medical marijuana dispensary.  Cal Fire Division 
Chief Jim Crawford said, "We determined that the cause is from equipment either 
a problem with a generator or an electrical cord that was in the vicinity of the 
generator."  Chief Crawford told the I-Team Cal Fire has forwarded its 
investigation to the Santa Clara County District Attorney for possible charges. 
 
Last year the Dan Noyes identified the pot farm where the fire started after 
speaking with residents, growers and a man who works in the marijuana industry. 
He told us, "The locals know where it started."  Noyes asked him. "Where?" He 
replied, "Right at the grow op that's right at the bottom of the hill right here."  A 
Facebook Live video posted by a UPS driver pinpointed the spot.  "I was in awe 
and shock more than anything," Carlos Canche said.  Canche was driving his UPS 
route when he pulled over and recorded the beginning of the blaze.  "I got here 
before the firefighters," he told us.  A freeze frame from his video shows two 
sticks that helped identify the exact spot where Canche had parked to shoot the 
video.  I-Team Reporter Dan Noyes shot his own video of the area from that 
location and sent Sky7 overhead to identify the exact plot of land.  It's the same 
property neighbors complained about before the fire-even providing the I-Team 
with Google Earth images. Marijuana grow houses visible in the photos survived 
the fire. 
 
A check of public records confirms an LLC operated by 41-year-old Andre Segal 
purchased the property in 2015.  At the time of the fire, Segal was also president 
of Green Acres Medical Marijuana Dispensary in Santa Cruz.  "There is simply no 
evidence he did anything wrong," his lawyer told the I-Team.  He declined to be 
interviewed about Cal Fire's announcement pinpointing the origin and cause of 
the Loma Fire saying he wants to review Cal Fire's report first.  Sources familiar 
with the investigation tell the I-Team's Dan Noyes authorities came down hard on 
Segal.  They executed a search warrant on the property, forcing him to tear out 
greenhouses and remove recreational vehicles where workers were living 
because of alleged code violations.  Law enforcement sources tell Dan Noyes the 
Santa Clara County Sheriff's Department has cracked down on other pot growers 
and there are now far fewer on the Santa Clara County side of the Santa Cruz 
Mountains.  But just over the hill on the Santa Cruz side-the number of pot farms 
has exploded to meet the increasing demand as marijuana laws change.  Cal Fire 
says their investigators took 11 months to do a thorough investigation of the 2016 
Loma Fire.  That information and all of that will be provided to the District 
Attorney's Office as part of their case," Chief Crawford said.  



 
WED 8/23/17 - ABC7 NEWS 6:00PM (5:00) 
 
Developer Uncovers Ohlone Indian Remains 

It is a sensitive issue for Native Americans whose ancestors lived here hundreds 
of years ago. A developer has come across Indian remains while building new 
homes in the East Bay. I-Team Reporter Dan Noyes has an exclusive investigation 
into the controversy and what's being done about it.  Andy Galvan, Ohlone Indian, 
told the I-Team, "These are our dead, this is not a poltergeist joke, this is not 
ghoulish, this is not creature features and it's not Halloween."  It is a sensitive 
issue for Native Americans whose ancestors lived here hundreds of years ago. A 
developer has come across Indian remains while building new homes in the East 
Bay. I-Team Reporter Dan Noyes has an exclusive investigation into the 
controversy and what's being done about it. 

It's been tough getting answers from the builder, from an Indian descendant they 
hired as a consultant, and from the city of Fremont. But, several sources confirm 
crews have dug up 32 skeletons in just two acres where the homes are being built. 
 The website for a Southern California builder, Van Daele homes, touts the project 
in Fremont: "elegant floor plans", "close proximity to silicon valley", priced 
around $1.2 million.  No mention of the 32 Ohlone Indian skeletons they've found 
there, one carbon-dated to 650 years ago.  Tim Fisher is Van Daele's senior project 
manager. 
 
Dan: "So, the developer is not going to talk to me on camera about this?" 
Fisher: "I'm sorry, we'd just like to provide our Native American representative the 
opportunity to address your questions." 
Dan: "She's your Native American-- you're paying her?" 
Fisher: "She is retained to provide services here on the site." 
By California law, when a builder finds what may be Indian remains, they must 
contact the "Native American Heritage Commission" in Sacramento which locates 
the nearest "most likely descendant". The builder pays them up to 100-dollars an 
hour to monitor the construction site, to make sure remains are handled properly. 
Ohlone Indian Ramona Garibay and her mother, Ruth Orta, are working this 
project. They met me there but did not want to talk. 
Dan: "Mona, I'd really like to know what's going on." 
Ruth: "Well, we'd like to know how you found out." 
Mona: "Come on, mother." 
Mona suggested we speak with the project's archaeologist, WSA of Orinda. But 
they refused, emailing me, "Ms. Garibay has requested that no information or 
discussion about the Native American burials be made public out of respect for 
her ancestors." 
 
Mona's cousin believes it may be something else. 
Dan: "Why would the developer be so concerned about keeping this quiet?" 
Andy Galvan: "Okay, well, sales." 
 

(Next Page) 



(Continued) 
 
(Vont.Galvan is also an Ohlone who works as consultant for builders after Indian 
remains are found. He told us, "Whenever I'm on a job site, we are hitting human 
remains, it's usually by the second or third day, somebody says the word 
'Poltergeist'. Will this jinx the sale?"  Galvan is referring to the 1980's horror film 
about a home built on a cemetery that comes to life.  The Van Daele project is 
already sold out, but there's another important question.  Dan: "Are you informing 
the buyers that there are skeletons on this property?"  Tim Fisher:  "There were 
disclosures to the buyers of what has been found here on site, yes."  Just a few 
families have moved in. The woman in this car told me she did sign a disclosure 
form about the skeletons when closing on her home, but Liaza Tin-Paw had no 
idea about the Indian remains found where she now lives. 
 
Dan: "That's news to you, huh?" 
Liaza: "Yes, I never heard." 
Dan: "You didn't know?" 
Liaza: "No." 
 
Crews removed the 32 skeletons, but they're coming back. Behind a construction 
fence as seen from drone view seven, they left a hole in the road. They'll put the 
remains in that big, white box -- the vault -- and cover it with just a foot of asphalt. 
"Once those are reburied, according to state law, more than six burials, that vault 
is a designated cemetery," Galvan told the I-Team.  He tells us a better option 
would have been to leave the skeletons in place or bury them in a public space 
with a marker. But he admits that plan has its drawbacks.  "Who's going to want to 
buy a house next door to a cemetery if you put, you know, the tomb of the 
unknown Ohlones right there?" 
Shawn Harris spotted remains beneath this lamp post, while working as an Indian 
remains monitor at the project. 
 
Shawn: "It looked like a very old skeleton." 
Dan: "Oh, it did?" 
Shawn: "Yeah." 
Dan: "Was it intact?" 
Shawn: "Yes." 
 
He says there may be many more skeletons than the 32 that have been recovered. 
 "And the only bodies that they run across are the ones that they've run into by 
digging down a certain depth," says Harris. "So the whole area is probably 
covered with them."  The Fremont Planning Department also declined to be 
interviewed but emailed that the builder handled the remains appropriately. 



FRI 8/25/17 - ABC7 NEWS 6:00PM (3:00) 
 
New Lawsuit Filed in Bay Area Police Sexual Misconduct Scandal 
 
The Bay Area police sex scandal has prompted a new federal lawsuit. It takes aim 
at the Contra Costa County sheriff and a former deputy.  The complaint accuses 
Sheriff David Livingston of neglecting to properly train his deputies, failing to 
prevent one of them from having sex with a minor and then failing to investigate it. 
 "This is the third case and in many ways the most egregious," said Attorney John 
Burris, discussing the suit he filed on behalf of Jasmine Abuslin.  Last June, she 
still called herself Celeste Guap when the ABC7 News I-Team sat down with her 
for her only in-depth interview.  She told us she first had sex with a police officer 
when she was 15 and then word got around on social media. 
 
Jasmine Abuslin: "They'd say, 'My friend told me about you." 
Dan Noyes: "And you would meet?" 
Jasmine Abuslin: "Yeah."  Abuslin claims she had sexual relations with more than 
30 cops from 7 different agencies. She was reluctant to identify all of them. She 
was reluctant to identify all of them. 
Jasmine: "They all turned their backs on me." 
Dan: "Yet you won't give up all the names?"  Jasmine: "No." 
 
One name investigators have is Ricardo Perez. Last month Abuslin testified she 
met the former Contra Costa County Sheriff's Deputy on Facebook and at 17, had 
sex with him a half-dozen times.  "Mr. Perez as an officer really violated his oath 
without any due consideration as to whether or not the conduct he was engaging 
in was not only illegal but was immoral as well," Burris said.  His lawsuit seeks 
damages from the sheriff saying, "Had (Perez) been properly trained, he would 
have realized it was illegal for him to have sexual relations with Abuslin, including 
exchanging nude photographs." 
 
"She was treated as if she was a slave to him at his beck and call. She really was 
being treated like a little slave child a sex slave child," Burris told the ABC7 News 
I-Team.  Burris says Livingston's conduct, "amounted to deliberate indifference 
and violated Abuslin's constitutional rights."  The City of Oakland settled a similar 
suit Burris filed for nearly $1 million.  Livingston issued a statement Friday 
afternoon saying in part,"(Deputy Perez) was fully trained on his requirement to 
report suspected child abuse and certified so in training documents. He is now 
properly facing criminal charges and we will vigorously defend this lawsuit."  
Friday is Abuslin's 20th birthday -- her lawyers tell ABC7 News she's in a much 
better place than one year ago and that she's looking forward to the future now 
more than ever.



SUN 8/27/17 - ABC7 NEWS 6:00PM (2:00) 
 
Liberal Shields Young Trump Fan at Berkeley Protest 

I-Team reporter Dan Noyes was in the thick of the Berkeley demonstrations on 
Sunday and he says there was one moment he won't forget -- when someone from 
the left stood up for a Trump supporter in trouble.  The left and the right faced off 
during demonstrations in Berkeley on Sunday, and I-Team reporter Dan Noyes 
was in the thick of it.  He says there was a range of emotions in these 
confrontations -- tense standoffs, some humor, and a little fear. But there was one 
moment he won't forget, when someone from the left stood up for a Trump 
supporter in trouble.  Police had a firm hold on the park when he spoke to Sean 
Haines during his arrest. He had gone through security, and then put on his black 
mask. 

Noyes: "Were you going to cause trouble?" 
Haines: "I can neither confirm that or deny that." 
 
The calm before the melee gave Noyes a chance to speak with an Antifa member, 
a college student, and anarchist who said, "I look like I'm ready to fight," though 
he told us he's not there for violence. He couldn't however, say the same for his 
friends.  He added, "I'm coming here in more like a non-violence stance than a lot 
of my comrades."  Rallies and demonstrations took place in the Bay Area this 
weekend. Here's a look at photos from events around the region. 
As the day wore on, Antifa broke through police barricades and took over the 
park. The police retreated and Noyes was on his own. At one point, dozens of 
people in masks chanted the name of the young woman killed in Charlottesville: 
"Heather Heyer, rest in power." 
 
Noyes was struck by the sheer number of Antifa -- men and women all dressed in 
black - as more than a hundred of them marched from the park. But it's the 
treatment of the Trump supporters that is sticking with him.  Last month, Jovi Val 
was attacked with a broken bottle and his face badly gouged while wearing a 
"Make America Great Again" hat in a Manhattan bar. He has been through so 
much and again, in Berkeley on Sunday, he was vastly outnumbered and shouted 
down.  The same rough treatment was given to trans Trump supporter Erin Smith. 
 And a young man in a red Trump hat wore a mouth guard, preparing for contact. 
Video shows the crowd pushing him hard toward the police line. But then you can 
see one man, a white guy with the shaved head, standing up for him and pushing 
back to protect the Trump supporter. 
 
Noyes spoke with him after, though he didn't want to go on camera. He's a liberal, 
but in that moment, for him, all the issues quickly faded. He told me no young guy 
deserves to be treated that way. Noyes says you look for some good in these 
events. And that one moment made the day for him. 
 
 
 
 



TRANSPORTATION 
  
WED 7/12/17 - ABC7 NEWS 4:00PM (2:00)  
 
Artificial Intelligence Tech Helping the Disabled Use Public Transportation 

Maneuvering the tunnels, stairs and multiple train tracks at San Jose's 
Diridon Station is challenging for most people. Make one wrong move, and 
you could be at a platform for a northbound Caltrain instead of a 
southbound VTA light rail train.  It can be even more difficult for those with 
vision, hearing or other issues, especially as the population grows older. 
So, three partners are working on a high-tech project to deploy artificial 
intelligence to make taking public transit easier. 
 
"If you are even 10 meters away, the bus driver might simply not recognize 
that you are wanting to take the bus and run by without stopping," said 
Roberto Manduchi, a US Santa Cruz computer engineer.  IBM Research's 
Almaden facility in San Jose, researchers at UC Santa Cruz and VTA are 
using a $992,000 National Science Foundation grant to design and install 
an Internet of Things system that taps into the cloud, smartphones and 
data devices called beacons at Diridon Station. 
 
 



FRI 7/21/17 - ABC7 NEWS 11:00AM (2:05) 
 
San Francisco Muni Car Testing to Impact Subway Service 
 
Major upgrades for Muni in San Francisco will cause major headaches for 
commuters in the next month. The pain begins this weekend, when the San 
Francisco Marathon will also be taking place.  Warning signs at Muni stations got 
some attention on Friday as commuters started realizing that life on the transit 
system will be changing starting Saturday.  "I am worried about the evening 
routes especially on a Friday night," said one commuter. 
Weeknight Muni subway service will stop running at 9:30 p.m. And yes, that does 
include Friday nights. Additionally, starting this weekend there will be no Muni 
subway service on Saturdays and Sundays. 
 
Some who work on the weekends feel caught off guard and worried.  "I need to 
take another bus, I don't know what bus I can take. I work weekends so I don't 
know," said Muni rider Santos Emederio, who noted he did not know about the 
changes.  Fellow Muni rider Diane Duque added, "On the weekends, that's gonna 
be a hassle too because we don't like driving on the weekends."  You can still get 
a ride, it just might be a bit slower.  "Anything running from Embarcadero and 
West Portal will be done by a bus shuttle," said Muni spokesperson Paul Rose. 
 
Muni is shutting down service so they can test new cars. They hope they'll be 
ready to hit the streets next month.  "What we are trying to do it test 'em for 
acceleration, for braking, and to see how they interact with our automatic train 
control system. Once we can determine this will work in our subway, we'll be able 
to run them in service so it'll be good for everybody," Rose said.  A bus bridge will 
be available for passengers and the subway will be open during the second week 
in August, to accommodate the crowds coming into the city.  These Muni changes 
will be in effect for a month. 
 
 
 
 



SAT 7/22/17 - ABC7 NEWS 4:00PM (1:05) 
 
Caltrain Breaks Ground in Millbrae on Electrification Project 
 
Caltrain celebrated a big milestone on Friday.  It broke ground on a major 
project to modernize its trains. The plan is to electrify stations all along the 
Peninsula corridor. This will create jobs and cut down on pollution and 
traffic.  The golden shovels have been waiting to break ground for a long 
time; Caltrain's electrification project has been decades in the making. 
The $2 billion program was finally able to secure federal, state, and local 
funding. 
 
This will push the 153-year-old rail line into the 21st century by converting 
the diesel service we all know into high-performance electric trains.  "Our 
country is great when we can come together and build for the future. That's 
what we're doing right here on the Peninsula," said Governor Jerry Brown. 
 Brown and other politicians marked the history-making milestone at the 
Millbrae station.   
 
"It's about convenience," said Rep. Nancy Pelosi, D-San Francisco. "It's 
about quality of life for families so people don't have to spend all that time 
in their cars."  "Get rid of the diesel, get rid of the pollution, get rid of the 
slow and ineffectiveness of it to a 21st century system that's going to carry 
more than double the capacity," said Rep. Anna Eshoo, D-Palo Alto.  The 
modern trains will be faster, run more often, and carry more passengers. 
Right now, 65,000 people ride Caltrain each day.  The project should be 
complete in 2021. 
 
 
 
 
 



THU 8/10/17 - ABC7 NEWS 11:00AM (2:02) 
 
Caltrain Wants Riders’ Vote on New Bike Storage Design For Electrics  
 
The options that are on display at the Caltrain station at 4th and King 
streets in San Francisco are getting mixed reviews.  Bike capacity is at a 
premium on Caltrain.  "They get very full very quickly," one person said.  
Bikers said the current stacking system can lead to conflicts mid-commute. 
 "It's generally pretty awful, trying to find out who's going where and 
making sure you don't put your bike on top of somebody else's who needs 
to get off before you do," Caltarin commuter Alex Eiser said. 
 
Caltrain plans to increase bike storage on the new electric trains. "We'll 
have increased capacity over the system because we'll be running more 
trains,"   They made a commitment to have one bike for every eight seats.  
Caltrain spokesperson Lori Low said.  After considering many designs, 
they've come up with two options for people to vote on.   "The real option 
is between capacity, which is option one and option two is this potential to 
get your bike in and out without considering where people are going," Low 
said. 
 
Commuters like Eiser can test out the prototypes in the city's 4th and King 
street station.  "Middle one is the best so far," she said.  There won't be 
passenger seats in the new bike cars. Instead, there will be 10 surveillance 
cameras that are supposed to discourage thefts. "I'm not so worried about 
someone stealing my bicycle at Caltrain, it's a really good community that 
way," a passenger said.  "A camera does not help you get a bike back, so 
unless Caltrain is going to cover the cost of replacing a bike, it's not a good 
design," Eiser said.  Commuters will also be able to check out the displays 
in Redwood City and Palo Alto in the coming days. You will be able to vote 
on two designs through midnight on September 21, 2017. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TUE 8/29/17 - ABC7 NEWS 4:00PM (2:00) 
 
Transportation Commission Discussions on Old Bay Bridge Piers 

More implosions are scheduled for what remains of the old Bay Bridge beginning 
this Saturday for marine foundations beneath the bay, but some structures may be 
left in place.  Most of the old bridge is a thing of the past but there is a move to 
preserve some of the old and use it in a new way. Five piers from the historic 
structure could become public space under proposals being studied by a 
committee of the metropolitan transportation commission. They met Tuesday 
afternoon to hear the latest. 
 
Multiple agencies are involved in the project.  Under consideration is Pier 2, close 
to Yerba Buena Island, with design options including a walkway offering 
panoramic distant views of Oakland and San Francisco's skyline.  Piers 19 
through 22 at the foot of the eastern span on the Oakland side, could be turned 
into a 170-acre park with a waterfront promenade or a floating bridge. The chief 
engineer for the bridge says public access to the piers closest to Oakland could 
extend about 1,000 feet. That could offer a unique experience on the bay.  The 
piers themselves would integrate into the design as a way to honor the old span 
that served the Bay Area well. 
 
 
FRI 9/1/17 - ABC7 NEWS 11:00PM (1:25) 
 
Unusual Heat Wave Wreaks Havoc on Public Transit in San Francisco 
 
Record temperatures were shattered in San Francisco Friday and that caused a lot 
of issues on public transit for commuters.  The heat wreaked havoc on the 
evening commute for many BART and Muni riders. Muni says the oldest vehicles 
in its fleet had the toughest time and Saturday's heat could cause another day of 
delays.  Commuters heading home for the holiday weekend faced long delays.  
"There's always delays when it's hot, and even not when it's hot," said one 
commuter.  Those arriving from the East Bay shared stories of suffering.  When 
asked how hot it was on one of the BART trains, a rider replied, "I don't have a 
thermometer, but probably 120 degrees."  "The ride here was miserable," said 
Dublin resident Lisa Domino. "The air was barely on -- sweating. It was really just 
miserable." 
 
Both BART trains and Muni buses struggled to operate in the record-setting heat.  
"Some of our older electric vehicles are overheating where the bus connects to 
the overhead wires," said SFMTA spokesperson Paul Rose. "What we're doing is 
stopping those vehicles, letting them rest for a little bit and then carrying on with 
service."  Around the city people also struggled to stay cool. Some suggested 
drinks in a cool bar and others were surprised about normally busy parks being 
deserted.  "I was surprised, shocked because there was nobody here. But I 
understand because they can't play," said a park visitor.  Folks at Dolores Park 
enjoyed the evening breeze dreaming of cooler days ahead. 
 



WED 9/6/17 - ABC7 NEWS 11:00PM (2:20) 
 
BART Unveils Plans for Transit Village in Walnut Creek 

BART is unveiling plans for a new transit village at the Walnut Creek station. 
BART is promising more residences, shopping and parking, but it could be a 
headache for riders until the project is complete.  Ask anyone at the Walnut Creek 
BART station about parking and you'll hear about the need for more. 
 
"We definitely need more because I have to pay $85 a month for one of the 
garages neighboring the station; my husband does the same because we can't get 
BART parking," said Linda Maduwura, Danville resident.  "I would not be biking if 
there was more parking for sure. So yeah I think that would be great for people in 
Walnut Creek and San Ramon," said Gautam Mehra, San Ramon resident. 
 
BART says relief is on the way. At a press conference today, BART board 
members described plans for a new parking garage and transit village. The garage 
will add 100 new parking spots. There will also be new restaurants and shops and 
600 apartment units. Some commuters wonder how all those people will fit on the 
trains.  "I think trains are already crowded, unless they add more trains, more 
frequently it will be tough for commuters on BART," said Diane Troung, San 
Francisco resident. 
 
BART says it's hard to estimate what this will do to ridership; they are a few years 
out before this is all complete. But the parking garage will be the first priority and 
with construction starting this weekend, BART officials today want to emphasize 
one key point to commuters.  "When that construction work begins, we are going 
to do everything we can to mitigate the impacts. No matter what happens, we are 
going to have the same number of spaces available at the Walnut Creek station 
throughout this process. The number that is available today will be available next 
month, will be available next year," Chris Filippi, BART spokesperson.  The work 
will be done in phases; the garage will be done at the end of next year and then 
they will get to work on the transit village. 



CONSUMERISM - 7 ON YOUR SIDE 
 
THU  8/5/17 - ABC7 NEWS 5:00AM (3:00) 
 
Does Age Matter When it Comes to Driving a Vehicle? 
 
Sandra is 70 years old and despite having Parkinson's disease, would like to 
continue driving. She's like a lot of Americans over the age of 65 have a license, 
including 3.5 billion who are older than 85.   
 
Many just assume older drivers are likely to be involved in a collision than 
counterparts.  Decades of crash data said that isn't the case.  The highest rate and 
most dangerous drivers are the youngest.  This could be because seniors are 
more likely to obey speed limits and far less likely to text and drive. 
    
 
THU  8/7/17 - ABC7 NEWS 11:00PM (3:30) 
 
Wedding Videographer Leaves SF Couple Longing for Video of Vow 
 
A San Francisco couple wanted to make sure their wedding day was well 
documented. But when the video never came, 7 on your side jumped in to help 
them.  Frustrating.  Once in a lifetime.  Let this story be a warning to every bride to 
be.  Waiting until after the wedding May be too late.  The couple tied the knot last 
June, and hired a photographer and videographer to capture the moment.  They 
say the photographer came through but not the videographer.  Though they paid 
for most of the contract, a year later they hadn’t received the promised video.  7 
on your side left messages at the videographer’s last known number, but didn’t 
hear back from him.  
 
What should you do when looking for a wedding videographer?  We asked 
wedding experts to find out.  First it’s important to have wedding insurance just in 
case, and that can cost between $155 and $550 depending on the coverage.  
Check reviews online, and ask them about any complaints.  Meeting with the 
videographer in person before the wedding and trust your instincts.  Use a credit 
card to pay.  It will provide you with an opportunity to get a refund.  Our couple 
didn't do that, but are still holding out hope they will some day hear their vows 
again.   
 
 



THU 8/31/17 - ABC 7 NEWS 5:00PM (2:00) 
 
Whether to Sign Up for a Store Credit Card with Added Discounts 
 
Back-to-school shopping can take a big bite out of your budget, so when stores 
offer a deep discount for opening a new credit card, it may be hard to resist. The 
folks at consumer reports did their homework and say in many ways, these cards 
fail to make the grade.  This time of year finds Betsy Helmuth shopping. With a 
son in grade school and a daughter entering kindergarten, her list is long and 
pricey.  "Per kid and I have two kids. I would say it's $130 to $200," said Helmuth.  
“So, when a salesperson asks, if she wants to save 20-percent by opening up a 
store credit card, she thinks about it.”  "When you are at the register and you're 
going to spend a lot of money that you already feel a little bit uncomfortable about 
and they tell you that there's a chance to get a deep discount... It's very tempting," 
said Helmuth. 
 
However, Nikhil Hutheesing of consumer reports says store credit cards rarely 
rise to the head of the class.  For one thing, the interest rate is often much higher. 
On average about 24-percent, which is well above the national average for credit 
cards in general, which is around 15 percent.  Applying for any new card can also 
temporarily lower your credit score.  "Every time an inquiry is made on your credit 
card account it hurts it a little bit and while it may not seem like that much it could 
be the difference between a good credit score and a bad credit score," said 
Hutheesing.  If you do open an account, don't shut it down immediately because 
that has a negative impact on your credit score as well.  "The best thing to do is 
put the card away and don't use it," said Hutheesing. 
 
Hutheesing adds if you are looking to build your credit, store cards, which can be 
easier to get approved, could be a good way to get your foot in the door.  And if 
you shop at the store often, having the card could unlock special discounts or 
earn points. But you should remember, with the high-interest rate, it's especially 
important to pay your bill in full.  "Because if you don't it's going to undermine the 
whole purpose of getting the card in the first place," said Hutheesing.  Word to the 
wise, make sure you always pay that store credit card on time. If you only use it 
once or twice a year, it can be very easy to forget the due date. 
 
 



THU 9/7/17 - ABC 7 NEWS 5:00PM (2:49) 
 
7 On Your Side Has Advice for First-Time Home Buyers 
 
If you're one of the millions of Americans looking to buy a home, you're 
going to want to hear this advice before you make any big decisions. 
Consumer Reports says make sure your eyes aren't bigger than your bank 
account.  That's important advice because according to a recent bank rate 
report, 80-percent of current homeowners say their current mortgage 
payments make it difficult for them to save money.  Parents, in particular, 
have a hard time juggling their competing financial priorities.  Chiara 
Norbitz and her husband Mike Grubiak just bought their first home.  When 
trying to determine their price range, they had two goals: keep their 
monthly housing costs below what they'd been paying for rent, and make 
sure they had enough leftover to cover all their other expenses and then 
some.  We tried to break it into a pie where we were at least saving a 
certain amount of money every month," said Norbitz. 
 
Their bank pre-approved them for a certain number, but Consumer Reports 
Lauren Lyons Cole says that number can be deceiving. Lenders look at 
how much they think you can pay them each month.  "But that doesn't 
mean you can make those payments and still save for retirement, still save 
for college and still manage to go on a vacation every year," said Cole.  
Deciding how much mortgage you can afford is personal, but Consumer 
Reports experts say a good rule of thumb is to cap your housing costs at 
25-percent of your take home pay. This should afford you a little wiggle 
room to keep up with anything that breaks down. 
 
"You need to have money in case the air conditioner breaks or you need to 
replace the roof.  Owning a home is very cost intensive so keeping your 
mortgage payments as low as possible will help you afford everything else 
that goes with it," said Cole.  In the end, Grubiak and his wife found a home 
they love for less than the bank was willing to loan them, leaving them 
enough room in their budget to start saving for the next big thing.  "We 
really want to have a nest egg right now for vacations, emergencies and 
eventually down the road you know having our first child," said Grubiak.  If 
you are having trouble calculating a number you can live with, Consumer 
Reports says working with a financial planner or a third party you trust 
could be a good move. 



FRI 9/8/17 - ABC 7 NEWS 4:00PM (2:35) 
 
ASK FINNEY: Equifax Hack -- What Now? 
 
7 on Your Side's Michael Finney has some answers for you on the Equifax 
hack that has put 143 million Americans at risk.  Matt asked on Twitter, 
Why was there a delay in reporting the Equifax incident?  Answer: Matt, a 
lot of people want to know the answer to that. Equifax has not explained 
why it took six weeks. California does not have a set time when breaches 
must be reported. Congress is now looking at putting a timeline in place. 
 
Hans asked on Twitter, "Would we be waving our rights to sue Equifax if 
we enroll in their trusted ID monitoring?"  Answer: I do not believe that is 
the case, the consumer group Public Citizen doesn't either. Both of us 
believe it does force you into arbitration if there is an issue with Trusted ID. 
 Now other consumer advocates are reading it differently, believing just 
giving trusted ID a partial social security number is enough to block you 
from a lawsuit over the breach -- keep that in mind. 
 
Diana asked on Facebook, "How do I ask for a freeze on my credit reports? 
Is it a good idea to do so?"  Answer: At this point, it may be overkill, but 
some will consider this a good thing. To place a freeze on your account, 
you must contact and pay each reporting agency $10 so that's $30 
altogether.  They will not give your information to creditors unless you give 
them a heads up.  If you do not plan to apply for loans or credit cards, it 
can be pretty simple.  If you are applying for credit, it is extra work. 



THU 9/8/17 - ABC 7 NEWS 6:00PM (2:50) 
 
7 On Your Side Helps Sprint Customer Get Refund for Unused Lines 
 
One of the biggest shopping days of the year turned into a long ordeal for a 
Concord man. For him, Black Friday may have a different meaning from 
here on out.  Gerry Ginochio uses one of the many phones he acquired on 
black Friday.  He went into a Sprint store to get new phones for himself and 
his girlfriend.  The Concord man ended up with agreements for five phones 
along with a number of accessories.  "I asked them numerous times, is it 
free? Are you sure?," said Gonochio. 
 
Gonochio initially wanted two phones but ended up adding a third for his 
son and a fourth and fifth when he said the store told him it would be free.  
He asked numerous questions. "I'm not going to have to pay an activation 
fee. I'm not going to have a pay a monthly fee. No No No," said Gonochio.  
He says everything was fine until he got his bill. The extra phones were 
free, but monthly charges and activation fees were added to each line.  
Gonochio tried to return the additional phones but was told it was too late. 
 "They tell me it was out of the return, 30-day return (limit)," said Gonochio. 
 That upset Gonochio because he says the clock started when he made the 
purchase, even though he didn't receive the phone he purchased for 
himself until four days earlier. 
 
Sprint told him they would get back to him. Nearly two months passed so 
he decided to contact 7 On Your Side.  We reached out to Sprint. Gonochio 
heard from the company the next day.  Sprint told us "In an effort to foster 
goodwill for his tenure as a Sprint customer, we cancelled his unused 
lines. He was satisfied with the outcome."  Gonochio received a credit 
worth more than $1,200.  "They took everything back, and they credit me 
everything back," said Gonochio.  This was settled back in May, but 
Gonochio chose to wait to tell his story to make sure no more problems 
showed up on his bill. 
 



CRIME 
 
WED 7/13/17- ABC7 NEWS 5PM (2:00) 
 
BART Accused of Withholding Crime Information From Riders 
 
BART is trying to clear up confusion and controversy over the way It 
publicizes crimes on the system to its riders.  Some are criticizing BART 
for withholding information. Leaders themselves are not on the same page. 
There's a lot of conversation about safety on BART. This week part of that 
conversation has been about whether BART takes race into account when 
making communication decisions.  BART assistant manager Kerry Hamill 
sent an e-mail to the BART board of directors on Friday about public 
access to crime data, saying elevation of crimes on transit unfairly affect 
and characterize riders of color.  
 
BART Police Chief Carlos Rojas says otherwise.  “From my standpoint race 
doesn't matter. Everybody needs to be treated fairly and equitably, whether 
a victim or suspect in a crime.  They say their decision not to release 
surveillance video of recent cell phone robberies and assaults was not 
because of racial stereotyping, but because some of the suspects are 
juveniles.”  The word "minor" is definitely in the memo.  I was definitely 
talking about video in relationship to minors.  But the word "minor" is not 
in Hamill's July 7th memo, nor is a mention of protecting juvenile suspect 
identities.  
 



FRI 7/14/17- ABC7 NEWS 6PM (1:50) 
 
Berkeley Vandal Arrested & Charged With Hate Crime 
 
Berkeley residents are reacting to the arrest of a suspect who police say was 
spray painting racist and anti-police graffiti on cars and fences there.  Police have 
identified the suspect as a former substitute teacher.  "On a lot of cars up and 
down the street and ours had the anarchist sign," one resident told ABC7 News.  It 
all began on June 28, 2017, many residents woke up to their property tagged and 
damaged.  "The police came and talked to me and said you have any enemies or 
anything like that? Then I said no, then he started seeing it up and down the 
street," said Craig, a Berkeley resident. 
 
"Some of the slogans were racially motivated, they were derogatory in nature. 
They identified people by race which makes it a hate crime," said Andrew Frankel, 
with the Berkeley Police Department.  Detectives arrested 21-year old Ismael 
Chamu at his San Francisco home Thursday night. Police believe he is 
responsible for all 35 vandalism acts.  Last month, police arrested Chamu after 
officers responded to a burglary. 
 
"He was stopped for that reason because the description matched, they were the 
only guys on the street at that hour," said Frankel.  Police arrested him for having 
an illegal knife which they found under a vehicle near where he was taken into 
custody. The district attorney released him days later.  Chamu complained on 
social media, that police racially profiled him during that arrest.  On his LinkedIn 
account, it says Chamu is Co-President of the Pre-Law Coalition for Social 
Justice.  "I'm glad they caught the person, it's unfortunate for everybody who had 
it happen to them," said Craig, a Berkeley resident.  Chamu is scheduled to be 
arraigned on vandalism and hate crime charges Monday, July 24, 2017. 



 
 
SUN 8/6/17- ABC7 NEWS 5PM (1:50) 
 
Hayward Police Chase, Shooting Leads to Crash 
 
Stacy Jetton was visiting a friend in Hayward Saturday when he heard the engine 
of his Dodge Ram truck start up.  Jetton ran outside and realized his truck was 
being stolen.  He borrowed a friend's truck to follow the suspect and pulled up 
alongside on Hayward Blvd.  "I pulled up to the back of him and said, 'that's my 
truck!' He said, 'so and so you!' and pulled out a gun and shot. So, then he took 
off, and I didn't bother to follow him after that," said Stacy Jetton. 
 
Luckily the suspect missed. Jetton called 9-1-1, giving Hayward police the 
suspect's location.  Police say their officers saw the suspect fleeing the area in 
the victim’s truck.  The suspect crashed into several vehicles as he fled the area 
resulting in one minor injury to a motorist.   At one point, the suspect drove 
toward the officers which resulted in one officer firing at the suspect .  However 
the suspect was not struck or injured.  The suspect crashed the stolen truck and 
ran away on foot but was located and taken it to custody.  His name has not yet 
been released.   Neighbors say another vehicle was stolen from the same area last 
week. 
 



WED 9/6/17 - ABC7 NEWS 5PM (1:50) 
 
Noose Found Near Alameda High School Prompts Hate Crime Investigation 
 
Alameda police are calling it a hate crime -- a piece of rope made into a noose was 
found on a city street right next to Alameda High School.  "It's a level of 
seriousness that's way higher than what's happening," said Courtney Smith, a 
parent at Alameda High School.  Smith and other parents believe school officials 
should do more about the noose found outside the tennis courts at the school.  
"It's a noose, that's a message that's clear," Smith told ABC7 News. "We need to 
send another message that that's not how we do it in the Bay Area. Whoever did it 
needs to be held accountable for it."  The noose was fashioned out of thin nylon 
rope from the court's privacy screen. 
 
It was found lying on the sidewalk outside a fence.  "My understanding is the 
whole rope length was about four feet," said spokesperson Susan Davis.  She 
said the district did notify parents with a robo call soon after it was found, and 
with a notice posted on the district website.  "I'm very sorry that the parents didn't 
think the school reacted enough," Davis added. "But I think people need to 
understand it takes a little bit of time to figure out how to best respond." 
 
Smith and others want more done to reassure African-American students who 
make up about six percent of the student population.  "If it's an unknown thing or 
they don't feel backed up or protected by the school, then it creates a sort of 
hostile environment for them," Smith said.  The school district plans to hold a 
series of student meetings. Alameda police want anyone with information about 
the noose to contact them. 
 
WED 9/13/17 - ABC7 NEWS 11PM (1:50) 
 
Gun Stolen From SFPD Police Car Used in Gang-Related Homicide 

A gun stolen from a San Francisco police officer's car last month was used in a 
gang-related homicide just days later.  The gun, a personal firearm registered to 
the officer, was stolen from the officer's personal vehicle on Aug. 12, police said 
this afternoon. 
 
Three days later, around 2 a.m. on Aug. 15th, 23-year-old Abel Enrique Esquivel, 
Jr. was shot as he stood near the intersection of 26th Street and South Van Ness 
Avenue.  He was taken to San Francisco General Hospital, but died the following 
day.  Police arrested three suspects in connection with Esquivel's murder this 
week. An 18-year-old San Francisco resident and, a 24-year-old San Francisco 
resident, were arrested on Monday in the area of 16th and Mission streets, and, an 
18-year-old San Francisco resident, was arrested Tuesday in the 2600 block of 
Mission Street. 



SUN 9/17/17 - ABC7 NEWS 11PM (1:59) 
 
Woman Says Someone Tried to Rob Her on BART With A Note 
 
BART is investigating after a woman says someone attempted to rob her by 
passing a note saying guns were pointed at her while she rode on a train in 
San Francisco.  At 4:51 p.m. the passenger told police that she was on a 
Dublin-bound train when someone handed her a note that said guns were 
pointed at her and she should give her wallet and phone to the person 
behind her without turning around. 
 
Twitter user "baby jules" tweeted a picture of the note Saturday. “Someone 
just tried to rob me "at gunpoint" on BART.  They sat behind me and 
dropped this note into my lap."  The note read, "There are 2 guns pointed at 
you now. If you want to live hand back your wallet + phone NOW + do not 
turn around and be descret (sic) Do not turn around until after you have left 
Civic Center + you will live."  The woman faked a medical problem to attract 
attention and reported the incident to police. She told police she did not 
see who handed her the note, or anyone with a weapon. 
 



D. A. C. A. (Deferred Action Childhood Arrivals) 
 
The following ABC7 News reports covered Bay Area reaction to potential 
change in local, state and federal policy regarding DACA or Deferred 
Action Childhood Arrivals has shielded 800,000 "dreamers" from 
deportation since it began in 2012:  
 
TUE 8/29/17- ABC7 NEWS 11PM (1:45) 
 
Bay Area officials, Immigrants Stand Strong Behind DACA 
 
We're just over a week away from what may be the end of DACA -- the Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals program created by President Obama.  It allowed for 
more than 800,000 people, including 220,000 right here in California, to live, work, 
and study in the U.S. without fear of deportation.  “San Jose is my home," said 
Cesar Juarez, who left Mexico when he was just 7.  As an adult, he's been 
organizing immigration rallies.  Juarez came to the U.S. with his undocumented 
mother and qualified for DACA. 
 
"I have no criminal background, I have no felonies, no misdemeanors and I 
graduated from high school and graduated from San Jose State," Juarez told 
ABC7 News.  He's now a high school teacher and he's worried about being 
deported.  President Trump has slammed the program in the past. "The 
administration has indicated several times before that the DACA program is under 
review," said Sarah Huckabee Sanders from a White House press briefing. 
 
While in San Jose Tuesday, Senator Kamala Harris promised to help DACA 
recipients. "America needs to keep the promise to those young people and I'll 
fight with everything I have to keep it," she said. "It's just the right thing to do."  
Harris is co-sponsoring a bipartisan bill that would extend DACA for another three 
years.  Oakland and San Jose's mayors also vowed to fight.  "We're going to push 
as hard as we can through the courts to protect our dreamers," said San Jose 
Mayor Sam Liccardo.  Ten states under Republican control have threatened to 
challenge DACA in court unless the president rescinds it by Sept. 5. 



WED 8/30/17 - ABC7 NEWS 4PM (2:12) 
 
Santa Clara County Coalition to Help families Impacted by Immigration 
Enforcement 
 
A coalition of government and community leaders came together to announce the 
county-wide launch of the 'rapid response network',  to help families impacted by 
immigration enforcement actions.  Santa Clara County officials have allocated 
$100,000 to help fund the program for its first year, including a 24/7 hotline 
residents can call to report ICE activity. More than 500 volunteers have been 
trained on how to respond to families who need support and resources.  ”They're 
trained to ask questions, direct people as to what to say and not say," says Dave 
Cortese, President of the Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors.  "That's very 
important to us, in terms of due process." 

ABC7 News spoke to an undocumented immigrant who came to the U.S. more 
than 25 years ago from Mexico. She did not want to be identified but said she is 
grateful to Santa Clara County for its commitment to protecting its residents, 
regardless of citizenship and/or residency status.  "It has been a constant fear, 
nightmares and panic attacks," said an undocumented immigrant from Mountain 
View.  "It's not only me but my community." 
 
This all comes as the Trump Administration reviews DACA - also known as the 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program - which was originally put into 
effect by President Barack Obama.   More than 800,000 undocumented 
immigrants, whose parents brought them into the U.S. illegally as children, are 
currently protected from deportation under the program.  Maria Contreras, San 
Jose State University student, came to the U.S. from her native Colombia when 
she was five, and can't imagine living anywhere else.  "This is where I grew up, 
this is everything I know," said Contreras.  "I love this country, and I hope that 
people out there get that." 
 



SUN 9/3/17 - ABC7 NEWS 11PM (2:12) 
 
'Dreamer' Community In Shock After Sources Say President Ending DACA 
 
In a letter to President Trump defending the DACA program, Gov. Jerry Brown 
wrote: "To uproot these young people from the only country they have known as 
home is to turn our back on the future.  It is cruel and it runs counter to the ideals 
this country was founded on."  At least 10 Attorneys General have threatened to 
sue the federal government if it doesn't end the DACA program by September 5th. 
 
The dreamer community is in shock Sunday night as sources tell the Associated 
Press that President Trump has decided to end a program that protects young 
undocumented immigrants from deportation.  "I just feel like my life is crumbling," 
San Jose resident Cecilia Chavez said.  Chavez is one of 800,000 so-called 
"dreamers" - young undocumented immigrants who came to the U.S. as children, 
but were protected from deportation.  She holds a master's degree from San Jose 
State University, is the mother of two children and works as a community 
organizer.  It's a life that's now in flux.  "So many people depend on me. My 
parents depend on me, depend on my income. My children depend on me. For him 
to terminate DACA, he has no idea what he's doing," Chavez said. 
 
The President's decision to end DACA, which stands for deferred action for 
childhood arrivals, means dreamers would no longer be allowed to work legally - 
and in certain states, apply for a driver's license.  Mr. Trump wants to end the 
Obama-era program in six months, a delay to give Congress time to consider its 
own legislation.  Santa Clara County Supervisor Dave Cortese says there are 
24,000 dreamers in his county alone.  He says he and his colleagues are ready to 
fight and are prepared to pursue all legal avenues to protect them.  "These are 
kids, young people who really don't know any other world than the United States 
of America. We've done everything we can thus far to protect them and we'll 
continue to try and protect them going forward," Cortese said.  But, dreamers like 
Chavez can't help but fear the worst. "Are we now put in deportation 
proceedings? I don't know.  I don't know what's next." 



TUE 9/5/17 - ABC7 NEWS 11PM (1:35) 
 
Thousands Protest the End of DACA in San Francisco 
 
Thousands turned out in San Francisco to protest President Trump's 
controversial decision to end DACA -- an Obama-era program that protects young 
undocumented immigrants.  Their voices are strong and their position is united as 
they march. Protesters want DACA back.  "I'm 19 and I've been here since I was 
two years old," said Elidia Mendoza, a DACA recipient.  Similar stories exist in the 
crowd -- so many came to the U.S. as children and have never left.  "This is my 
home, this is all I've ever known and now someone is trying to kick me out of my 
home. I grew up here," said Jeimy Navidad, another DACA recipient. 
 
"What am I going to do? What am I going to do," cried Navidad's sister Ana.  That 
is the same question most DACA recipients are asking themselves.  UC Santa 
Cruz senior Itzamar will have to leave the country in Aug. when her work permit 
expires, "It makes me angry," she said. "Makes me want to fight -- but it doesn't 
scare me."  Even local Republicans hope to find a solution that will keep the 
Dreamers in the U.S.  "I believe they can come up with something that allows 
these 800,000 young people permanent residency," said Howard Epstein of the 
San Francisco Republican Party.  "They" refers to Congress.  The President wants 
lawmakers to devise a solution by March.  But those at the Asian Law Caucus fear 
help will come at a price.  "They're going to say, 'We want a wall,' or 'We want to 
cut legal immigration down and we want to criminalize more people,'" said Asian 
Law Caucus Director Aarti Kohli. 
 
DACA recipients ABC7 News spoke with plan to stay in the U.S. illegally once their 
permits expire.  Similar stories exist in the crowd -- so many came to the U.S. as 
children and have never left.  "This is my home, this is all I've ever known and now 
someone is trying to kick me out of my home. I grew up here," said Jeimy 
Navidad, another DACA recipient.  "What am I going to do? What am I going to 
do," cried Navidad's sister Ana.  That is the same question most DACA recipients 
are asking themselves.  UC Santa Cruz senior Itzamar will have to leave the 
country in Aug. when her work permit expires, "It makes me angry," she said. 
"Makes me want to fight -- but it doesn't scare me."  Even local Republicans hope 
to find a solution that will keep the Dreamers in the U.S. 
 



WED 9/6/17 - ABC7 NEWS 11AM (1:30) 
 
Hundreds Gather to Pray for DACA Recipients in Redwood City  

Hundreds of people gathered at the Hall of Justice in Redwood City Wednesday 
evening to pray for people in the DACA program and all immigrants.  Organizers 
and participants said it's not only the 800,000 DACA recipients who need help but 
the 11 million undocumented immigrants in the United States.  DACA recipient 
and tech worker Gabriela Garcia Cruz came to the U.S. illegally with her mother 
when she was three years old. She said DACA was only a temporary solution in 
her effort to remain in the United States and ultimately become a citizen.  She 
hopes the repeal of the program will lead to a permanent solution for her and her 
mother. 
 
Others who attended the vigil said they were there to support immigrants because 
immigrants have as much right to be in the country as everyone else.  On 
Wednesday, 15 states and the District of Columbia filed a lawsuit to stop the 
repeal of the DACA program.  California's attorney general said he will file 
separately. San Jose and Santa Clara County are also planning litigation. 



MON 9/18/17 - ABC7 NEWS 5PM (2:50) 
 
Protest Shuts Down Pelosi's Dream Act News Conference in SF 
 
Several dozen young immigrants shouted down Nancy Pelosi, the top Democrat in 
the U.S. House, on Monday during an event in San Francisco, following her recent 
conversations with President Donald Trump over the future of a program that 
grants many of them legal status.  "We are immigrant youth, undocumented and 
unafraid," they shouted as they overtook an event Pelosi was holding with 
Democratic U.S. Reps. Barbara Lee and Jared Huffman at College Track San 
Francisco, a program to expand college access. She was scheduled to appear 
Monday afternoon in Sacramento for a similar event.  When she asked, "Do you 
want to hear an answer or do you just want to shout?" They answered, "All 11 
million, all 11 million." The number they referred to is the estimated number of 
undocumented immigrants living in the country.  There were several attempts to 
conduct a civil dialog with the protesters, but that failed. 
 
When one of the demonstrators shouted, "You have the audacity to tell us that 
you have been fighting deportation," Pelosi responded, "Yes, yes I am."  At that 
point, the protesters chanted, "You're a liar. Liar!"  When the Democratic leader 
found a moment to speak over the chorus of chants she said, "What I interpret 
from what you are saying is that you do not want us to proceed with the DREAM 
Act because it is not comprehensive immigration reform.   We all are fighting for 
comprehensive immigration reform.  We have said to everyone - be very careful, 
report to us any deportations because they are telling us they are not happening. 
And wait a minute, wait a minute."  After smiling and occasionally trying to speak 
through much of the protest, an aggravated Pelosi told the protesters to "just stop 
it, now," shortly before she was led out of the room.  Outside, fellow Congressman 
Jared Huffman explained that democrats are addressing the issue of immigration 
piece by piece. 



ECONOMY 
 
TUE  7/4/17 - ABC7 NEWS 6PM (2:20) 
 
Willits in Mendocino Fights to Keep Tourists Coming Back as Freeway 
Bypass Threatens Business 
 
A lot of Bay Area vacationers who went north for the 4th of July found a major 
highway bottleneck is gone.  A new bypass on Highway 101 in Mendocino County 
is speeding up traffic, but it is also diverting cars away from the small town of 
Willits that depends on tourists. Now, merchants are trying to make sure you don't 
forget them.  Highway 101 is the main route from San Francisco to Eureka. Willits 
is in the middle. The highway used to go right down the town's main street.  Tom 
Mann, owner of Brickhouse Coffee in Willits, says the town has been a watering 
hole for northbound traffic for 125 years, but last November Caltrans opened a 
bypass that now carries traffic around east of town.   
 
The $460-million freeway makes for a beautiful drive, but if you don't look carefully 
you might not even know Willits is there. According to Janet Rodriguez, owner of 
Baechtel Creek Inn, if you are not paying attention, it's easy to just shoot right by 
Willits.  She admits she has even done it herself.  That is a serious problem for a 
town like Willits that relies on visitors.  "The gas stations and some of the fast 
food businesses (that) were dependent on folks driving through, they noticed it 
immediately" according to Mayor Gerry Gonzalez. 
 
City officials predicted a 35% drop in sales tax revenue when the bypass opened.  
There are no firm numbers yet, but plenty of concern. City Council member Madge 
Strong says she has heard from many businesses that are hurting.  Sara Mann, 
owner of Mazahar Boutique, worries Willits "lost the spontaneous shoppers that 
drive through, see something and turn around and come in."  Merchants are 
stepping up marketing efforts to get out the word that Willits and its beautiful 
countryside are still worth a visit. The town is known as "Gateway to the 
Redwoods" and home to the historic Skunk Train that runs through ancient 
forests. 
 



FRI  7/21/17 - ABC7 NEWS 6PM (2:35) 
 
North Bay Residents, Business Owners Face Reality of SMART Train 
Delays 
 
In the North Bay, residents and potential commuters now have a 
completely different appreciation for what it means to be waiting for a train. 
 "I have been expecting since last year," said Surinder Sroa of Lotus of 
India. "But they keep postponing."  Sroa, a restaurant owner in San Rafael 
is somewhat frustrated by the irregular service of previous trains outside 
his front door.  For months he has waited for an answer to when smart will 
began regular revenue service.   North bay residents and potential riders 
have different appreciation of what it means to wait for a train.  “I have 
been expecting since last year.”   
 
On May 12th we asked the public information officer on May.  “We don't 
have a firm date, but we are targeting late spring which is around the 
corner.  We asked the Smart Board president this morning.  “I will say 
soon.”  That was more than good enough for passengers on yet another 
free preview run today.  “Good things you have to wait for, I guess.”  After 
a first estimate of revenue service by last November, the railroad still 
awaits federal approval of its positive train control system, the first in the 
America.  It will render trains essentially human error proof, but there's 
been a learning curve.  The Federal Railroad Administration told us today 
that “more work needs to be done, so we can not estimate at this time 
when final approval will be granted.” 



FRI  7/24/17 - ABC7 NEWS 4PM (1:30) 
 
Facebook Cafeteria Workers Join Silicon Valley Rising Campaign 
 
Five hundred cafeteria workers at Facebook voted Monday to join a union. It's part 
of a growing movement across Silicon Valley among low-wage workers to get 
higher pay and benefits.  A coalition of faith, labor, and community organizations 
started this campaign three years ago called Silicon Valley Rising. They're just 
past the halfway point in organizing 10,000 workers and they say wages and 
benefits are improving. 
 
The numbers keep growing -- 500 cafeteria workers at Facebook join nearly 5,000 
others who have organized and voted to unionize in the past three years.  Jacky 
Espinoza says the process is empowering. She has worked as a barista at Cisco 
for three years. She and her coworkers organized last fall.  "Like, once the union 
did come in, we did have a voice," she said. "Our managers were hearing us, 
everything that we had to say, so that was really cool." 
 
Photos show a number of organizing rallies since Silicon Valley Rising started its 
campaign three years ago. In that time, it has paved the way for 3,000 security 
officers to join United Service Workers West and 1,000 shuttle drivers to become 
teamsters. 



THU 7/27/17 - ABC7 NEWS 11AM (1:45) 
 
Tenants Rally for Affordable Housing in Pleasant Hill 
 
Protesters gathered in Pleasant Hill so they can march over to the California 
Apartment Association where they will demand a moratorium on rent increases. 
They also want the association to support repealing the Costa Hawkins Rental 
Housing Act, which puts limits on rent control.  Organizers of this event said 
renters are struggling to make ends meet in the Bay Area, especially when rents 
go up each month for some tenants. They're asking the large corporations to help 
keep these people in the communities rather than force them out. 
 
"We know what business is business. But the problem is wages have stayed the 
same for a long time. We know people are struggling to pay their rents. Currently, 
we know there is a shortage of affordable housing. We know there's a lot of 
development happening - in terms of luxury homes, luxury condos, but these 
don't get covered under rent control. So where is housing for people who really 
need it?" said Edith Pastrano, protest organizer. 
 
The California Apartment Association has released this statement: "Policies such 
as rent control discourage development and exacerbate housing shortages. 
Tenant groups would be better served to leverage their activism toward 
demanding a more housing in their communities, not policies that deter it."  The 
protesters said they won't be deterred from fighting for a moratorium on rent 
increases. They encourage renters in all communities to mobilize -- they say there 
are actions like this one happening all over the state today. 



FRI 8/4/17 - ABC7 NEWS 4PM (1:30) 
 
Two Sisters Launch Niche Ice Cream Sandwich Company in San Jose 
 
Sisters Gwen and Christine Nguyen admit they knew nothing about baking or food 
production two years ago.  They looked at YouTube food videos and did a lot of 
recipe experiments.  Their perseverance paid off.  Their eight flavors of Macaroon 
ice cream sandwiches are now selling in 70 dessert shops.  As of today, the 
Mavens Creamery treats are now being sold in selected Safeway stores.  It was a 
typical start-up. Gwen and Christine reached for their credit cards for capital.  
They asked family and friends to invest.  Now they have their own production 
facility in San Jose and 17 full-time employees. They're looking to hire 13 more. 
 
It's very much a hands-on business. Automation might be used for some 
production in the future, but for now, each ice cream sandwich is made 
individually by hand.  The most interesting process is watching Gwen Nguyen 
pounding trays of extruded Macaroon dough to remove air bubbles and to let the 
pounding flatten the dough into the right diameter.  Macaroon production and 
assembly of the sandwiches are done on alternate days.  The San Jose facility 
near Spartan Stadium can produce 30,000 ice cream sandwiches per week.  They 
can go through 500 gallons of milk, 150 pounds of sugar, 40 pounds of 
blueberries and 60 pounds of strawberries in a single day. 
 



WED 8/9/17 - ABC7 NEWS 11AM (1:35) 
 
SF Chinatown Merchants Say Central Subway Construction Leading to 
Business Bust 
 
If you've been anywhere near San Francisco's Chinatown, you've no doubt noticed 
the construction work on San Francisco's Central Subway Project.  Once 
completed, Muni Metro service will reach all the way into the popular 
neighborhood, but Wednesday, some once bustling stores say the billion-dollar 
project is hurting their bottom line.  Up to 2 million visitors stroll through 
Chinatown per year. Locals hit the markets in the area too, but lately business is 
down.  A travel agency in the area is surviving the central subway delay.  The 
station at Washington and Stockton Street is now slated to open in Dec. 2019 -- a 
year later than planned.  The construction zone is eating up valuable parking 
spots. 
 
"We're trying to add parking because that was a direct request from the 
community and the merchants," said SFMTA spokesperson Paul Rose.  "They 
don't have parking to do loading and unloading for their businesses."  Twelve new 
spots were recently carved out.  San Francisco Supervisor Aaron Peskin's office 
says they've got a plan in place to give the most impacted merchants a one-time 
hardship payment. That could happen this fall.  Still, locals say some of the long-
time merchants are going out of business.   
 
"These businesses going down so they are going to close," said store manager 
Paul Wong.  When asked why he took the risk to open in Chinatown Wong replied, 
"We are planning for the future right now." 
Wong's jewelry store staged a soft opening Wednesday a block from all the 
construction chaos because, in 2019, they envision no parking problems and 
more people.  "No need to drive here, just take the subway," said Wong. 
 


