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FACE THE NATION 
 

12/04/16 Guests: Reince Priebus, incoming White House Chief of Staff (1); Newt Gingrich, former Speaker of the House of 

Representatives, Trump Transition Vice Chair (2); Representative Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), House Minority Leader (3); 

Leon Panetta, former Director, Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), former Secretary of Defense (4); Reihan Salam, 

National Review (5); Dan Balz, The Washington Post (5); Susan Page, USA Today (5); Audie Cornish, host, All 

Things Considered, NPR (5) 

 1) Topics include: process for selecting the next Secretary of State / former Massachusetts Governor Mitt Romney 

and critic of Donald Trump, as a candidate for the position / Mr. Trump’s decision process / why Mr. Trump is not 

taking in as many intelligence briefings as previous presidents-elect / President-elect Trump’s claim that millions of 

people voted illegally in California, despite lack of evidence / praise for Mr. Trump / President-elect Trump’s phone 

call with the president of Taiwan – considered a break in diplomacy 

 2) Topics include: Mr. Trump’s election / what President-elect Trump meant when he said that the job of president is 

bigger than he thought / why Mr. Trump is not taking in as many intelligence briefings / Mr. Trump’s phone calls 

with foreign leaders / reasons why Mr. Gingrich opposes Mr. Romney for the position of Secretary of State / pledged 

support for whomever Mr. Trump eventually selects for the position / Mr. Trump’s recent deal with Carrier to keep 

jobs from moving to Mexico 

 3) Topics include: how the Democrats plan on working and not working with President-elect Trump; Speaker of the 

House of Representatives Paul Ryan’s central budget plan – the “voucherizing” of Medicare; how Representative 

Pelosi plans on leading Democrats in the House of Representatives / current state of the Democratic Party 

 4) Topics include: explanation of why the law exists stating that military officials must be out of the service for seven 

years prior to taking control of the Pentagon / opinion of James Mattis, Mr. Trump’s prime candidate for heading the 

Pentagon; Mr. Panetta’s thoughts on President-elect Trump / importance of not relying solely on advisers / Mr. 

Trump’s picks for his administration / need for the president to have someone around who can be direct and tell the 

truth / concern that President-elect Trump is not taking his daily security briefings / role of the CIA director / role of 

Secretary of State / Mr. Romney as a possible choice for Secretary of State 

 5) Topics include: what Mr. Trump’s cabinet choices say about him / process for selecting the next Secretary of State 

/ “the two different Donald Trumps” / President-elect Trump’s Republican Party / possible similarities between the 

incoming Trump administration and those of former Presidents Jimmy Carter and Bill Clinton, who were both seen 

as unconventional Democrats / Mr. Trump’s recent deal with Carrier to keep jobs from moving to Mexico; current 

state of the Democratic Party; impact of the 2016 presidential election on the country / remaining resentment 

between the Clinton and Trump campaigns 
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FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

12/11/16 Guests: Senator John McCain (R-AZ), Chairman, Senate Armed Services Committee (1); Kellyanne Conway, 

Trump Senior Advisor (2); Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT) (3); Michael Duffy, Time Magazine (4); Jamelle Bouie, 

Slate Magazine, CBS News Political Analyst (4); Lisa Lerer, Associated Press (4); Michael Gerson, The Washington 

Post (4); Senator Tim Scott (R-SC) (5) 

 1) Topics include: Senator McCain’s request for a bipartisan investigation into Russian interference in the U.S. 

election / criticism of Vladimir Putin / President-elect Donald Trump’s positive opinion of Russia / Senator 

McCain’s wish for a select committee to investigate and why; Senator McCain’s upcoming trip to the Balkans with 

Senator Lindsey Graham; Exxon CEO Rex Tillerson, Mr. Trump’s potential nominee for Secretary of State / concern 

over Mr. Tillerson’s close personal relationship with Mr. Putin 

 2) Topics include: President-elect Trump’s reaction to a bipartisan investigation into Russian interference in the U.S. 

election / Mr. Trump’s views on the intelligence community / Mr. Trump’s disbelief that there was Russian 

interference in the U.S. election, despite reports to the contrary from the intelligence community / Ms. Conway’s call 

for a “peaceful transition into the democracy” 

 3) Topics include: Senator Sanders’ support for a bipartisan investigation into Russian interference in the U.S. 

election; worry that President-elect Trump is not keeping his campaign promises to not cut Medicaid, Medicare, and 

Social Security / Mr. Trump’s view on climate change / concern over President-elect Trump’s cabinet picks / Senator 

Sanders’ support for the “nuclear option” regarding hearings for nominees 

 4) Topics include: intelligence reports indicating “that Russia tried to turn the election to Donald Trump” / Mr. 

Trump’s response to the intelligence community / importance of a bipartisan investigation into Russian interference 

in the U.S. election / denial from the RNC that they were hacked; President-elect Trump’s cabinet picks 

 5) Topics include: Mr. Trump’s claim that he will be “the law and order president” / how Senator Scott defines “law 

and order” / how Mr. Trump could do to improve police and community relations; reaction to Senator Scott’s July 

2016 speech, in which he spoke of getting stopped by the police; call to give Mr. Trump chance, but also to hold him 

accountable; current conditions in Charleston, after the Walter Scott shooting and the shootings at Mother Emanuel 

Church 
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FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

12/18/16 Guests: Kellyanne Conway, Trump Senior Advisor (1); David Ignatius, The Washington Post (2); Tom Donilon, 

former National Security Advisor, Obama administration (2); Margaret Brennan, CBS News Foreign Affairs 

Correspondent (2); Dr. Henry Kissinger, former U.S. Secretary of State (3); Graeme Wood, The Atlantic, author, 

“The Way of Strangers: Encounters with the Islamic State” (4); Ta-Nehisi Coates, The Atlantic (5); Susan Page, 

USA Today (6); Ron Brownstein, Atlantic Media (6) 

 1) Topics include: President-elect Trump’s skepticism that Russia was involved in hacking the election, despite 

reports to the contrary from the intelligence community / reaction to President Obama’s decision to retaliate against 

the Russians for hacking into the election / opinion that President Obama is under pressure from Hillary Clinton to 

retaliate 

 2) Topics include: President-elect Trump’s skepticism that Russia was involved in hacking the election, despite 

reports to the contrary from the intelligence community / President Obama’s options for retaliation against Russia / 

why Russia sought to impact the election / softening of opposition to Russian Vladimir Putin from Republicans / why 

President Obama believes that Russia’s covert actions were successful; President Obama’s thoughts on the situation 

in Syria and his handling of it, as he gets ready to leave office 

 3) Topics include: difference of opinion between President Obama and Mr. Trump regarding Russia’s involvement 

in hacking the election / Dr. Kissinger’s views on Mr. Putin / his thoughts on President-elect Trump / need for a 

president “to have some core convictions” / Dr. Kissinger’s advice to Mr. Trump about being president 

 4) Topics include: What Mr. Wood learned about the recruiters, sympathizers, and supporters of the Islamic State 

while meeting with them and doing research / misconceptions people have about ISIS (ISIL, Daesh) / how to combat 

that ideology / agreement with Dr. Kissinger’s opinion that ISIS (ISIL, Daesh) might challenge Mr. Trump and hope 

for an overreaction and how they could benefit from that 

 5) Topics include: Mr. Coates’ article in The Atlantic -- “My President Was Black” / challenges faced by President 

Obama / President Obama’s upbringing / impact of the past eight years on President Obama’s disposition / 

speculation as to why President Obama agreed to talk to Mr. Coates at such length / Mr. Coates’ past and current 

criticism and praise of the President / what Mr. Coates has learned about President Obama 

 6) Topics include: President-elect Trump’s skepticism that Russia was involved in hacking the election / Mr. 

Trump’s “thank you tour” / opinion that President-elect Trump and his staff “bristle” at the fact that he did not win 

the popular vote; President Obama’s Friday press conference / role of Chuck Schumer, the Democratic leader in the 

Senate 
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FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

12/25/16 Guests: Stephen Colbert, host, “The Late Show with Stephen Colbert” (1); Major Garrett, CBS News Chief White 

House Correspondent (2); Jan Crawford, CBS News Chief Legal Correspondent (2); Jeff Pegues, CBS News 

Homeland Security Correspondent (2); Nancy Cordes, CBS News Congressional Correspondent (2); Margaret 

Brennan, CBS News Foreign Affairs Correspondent (2); David martin, CBS News National Security Correspondent 

(2) 

 1) Topics include: what Mr. Colbert is thankful for in 2016 / positive aspects of 2016; Mr. Colbert’s live election 

night special on the cable channel Showtime; danger in participating in political divisiveness; his predictions for the 

presidential election / Mr. Colbert’s coined word “truthiness” and how it compares to the term “post-truth” / his fear 

of “the idea that facts don’t exist anymore”, as suggested by a Trump surrogate / why the public should not get their 

news from a television program or person like that of Mr. Colbert; how he approaches joke writing for President-

elect Trump; what made voters choose Mr. Trump; this year’s lesson for Mr. Colbert in how to interview people / 

what he learned from doing live shows; three things that gave Mr. Colbert joy in 2016; his reading list suggestions 

for Mr. Trump / Mr. Colbert’s takeaways from reading Mr. Trump’s book, “The Art of the Deal” / President-elect 

Trump as a possible guest; what Mr. Colbert is looking forward to in the New Year; how to host a late night talk 

show; need for Mr. Trump to take responsibility 

 2) Correspondents’ round table topics include: what to expect from Mr. Trump once he takes office / how House 

Speaker Paul Ryan will approach Mr. Trump’s first year; desire to increase military spending and the size of the 

military; upcoming cases for the Supreme Court / President-elect Trump’s list of potential nominees for the Supreme 

Court; state of things inside the FBI / FBI Director James Comey; President Obama’s decision to stay in Washington 

after he leaves office; President-elect Trump’s unpredictability; global threats faced from Russia, China, and Iran / 

North Korea / Mr. Trump’s disbelief that there was Russian interference in the U.S. election, despite reports to the 

contrary from the intelligence community; Senator Jeff Sessions, Mr. Trump’s nominee for Attorney General / 

reactions from Democrats to Mr. Trump’s cabinet nominees / how Chuck Schumer, leader of the Democrats in the 

Senate, will approach Mr. Trump; issues Mr. Trump will inherit once he assumes the office of the presidency: battle 

against ISIS (ISIL, Daesh) and the problems in Syria; predictions from the panelists for 2017 

 

60 MINUTES 
 

12/04/16 “Speaker of the House” - an interview with Speaker of the House Paul Ryan (R-WI) about the goals and priorities 

of the new Republican-led government, and about his ongoing interaction with President-elect Donald Trump. (C: 

Scott Pelley - P: Robert G. Anderson, Aaron Weisz) 

 “The Golden Triangle” - a report on the successful efforts and tactics of Joe Max Higgins, CEO of Golden Triangle 

Development Link, to attract high-tech manufacturing companies - and jobs - to “The Golden Triangle,” an 

impoverished tri-county area in eastern central Mississippi.  So far he has attracted a helicopter factory (Eurocopter / 

Airbus), a high-tech steel mill (Steel Dynamics), a truck maker (PACCAR); and Yokohama Tire. Includes an 

interview with Joe Max Higgins; and comments by: Jared Glover, an electrician at the steel mill; Allegra Brigham, 

former CEO of a local power company; John Davis, bank executive; and Nina Head, a helicopter plant worker. (C: 

Bill Whitaker – P: Marc Lieberman, Michael Kaplan) 

 “Drive-By Lawsuits” - a report on how some lawyers are taking advantage of the thousands of regulations in the 

Americans With Disabilities Act.  They seek out businesses that serve the public and that may unknowingly be in 

violation of some aspect of this law -- and then sue them.  Includes comments by: Norman Klein, lawyer; Mike 

Zayed, store owner; Perry Pustam, motel owner; John Wodatch, retired chief of the Department of Justice’s disability 

rights section; Tom Frankovich, lawyer; Daniel Delgado, medical equipment repair shop owner; John Morales, 

disabled person. (C: Anderson Cooper - P: Katherine Davis, Sam Hornblower) 

 Update: “In God’s Name” (OAD: 10/30/16) 
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60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

12/11/16 “Prime Minister Netanyahu” - an interview with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who says he 

welcomes the presidency of Donald Trump after a relationship with the Obama administration that was fraught by 

differences of opinion. (C: Lesley Stahl – P: Shachar Bar-On, E. Alexandra Poolos) 

 “The New Colombia” - a report on how a unique and multi-faceted advertising campaign helped to end Colombia’s 

fifty-year civil war.  Includes interviews with: Jose Miguel Sokoloff, chief creative officer and co-chairman of 

MullenLowe SSP3, the Bogota office of global advertising network MullenLowe; and Sergio Fajardo, mayor of 

Medellin. (C: Lara Logan - P: Alan B. Goldberg) 

 “Lost” - an interview / profile of Saroo Brierley, the inspiration for new film “Lion.”  Brierley recounts his story of 

being lost in India as a five-year-old, adopted by Australian parents and, decades later, finding his way back to his 

home and birth mother. Includes interviews with: Saroo Brierley; Sue and John Brierley, Saroo’s adoptive parents.  

(C: Bill Whitaker - P: Marc Lieberman) 

 “Second Chance” - a brief excerpt upon the occasion of the death of John Glenn, who died Thursday at the age of 

ninety-five. (OAD: 10/18/98) 

 

12/18/16 “The White Helmets” - a report on s Syrian civil defense organization called the White Helmets, a self-appointed, 

all-Syrian volunteer group of rescue workers. In responding to an average of thirty-five attacks a day, they try to save 

civilians buried in the rubble of the aftermath of bombings by the forces of Syrian dictatorship of Bashar al-Assad.  

Includes interviews with: Rami Harrah, a Syrian reporter; Majd Khalaf and Rady Saad, White Helmet members 

(through a translator); Raed Salen, leader of the White Helmets (through a translator); Hadi al-Abdullah, a Syrian 

journalist (through a translator). (C: Scott Pelley - P: Nicole Young, Katie Kerbstat) 

 “The Pope’s Choir” - a profile of the Sistine Chapel Choir, the oldest choir in the world.  More commonly known 

as the Pope’s Choir, they are with the pope for all important papal celebrations.  Includes comments by: adult choir 

members Vittorio Catarci, an Italian bass; Cezary Arkadiusz Stoch, a Polish tenor; Mark Spyropoulos, a British 

baritone; and Choir director Massimo Palombella. Also includes comments by boy choir members Lorenzo Maliza, 

Riccardo Catapano, Emanuele Buccarella. (C: Charlie Rose - P: Draggan Mihailovich, Sabina Castelfranco) 

 “Denzel” - an interview / profile of actor Denzel Washington, who is now starring in, and also directing, the 

theatrical film of August Wilson’s play “Fences”.  Washington has committed to producing all ten of Wilson’s 

American Century Cycle plays, which explore the black American experience in each decade of the twentieth 

century.  The other nine will be done for HBO. Also includes an interview with actress Viola Davis, who co-stars in 

“Fences”. (See also: “Denzel” OAD: 01/09/00 on 60 MINUTES; “And The Winner Is…” OAD: 03/31/02 -- 

originally broadcast 01/09/00 as “Denzel” on 60 MINUTES; and “Denzel” OAD: 04/20/05 on 60 MINUTES II, 

which was a followup to “Denzel” OAD: 01/09/00 on 60 MINUTES.) (C: Bill Whitaker - P: Ruth Streeter, Kaylee 

Tully) 

 The Mail - selected viewer comments about the segment “Prime Minister Netanyahu” (OAD: 12/11/16) 
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60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

12/25/16 “The Pope’s Choir” - a profile of the Sistine Chapel Choir, the oldest choir in the world.  More commonly known 

as the Pope’s Choir, they are with the pope for all important papal celebrations.  Includes comments by: adult choir 

members Vittorio Catarci, an Italian bass; Cezary Arkadiusz Stoch, a Polish tenor; Mark Spyropoulos, a British 

baritone; and Choir director Massimo Palombella. Also includes comments by boy choir members Lorenzo Maliza, 

Riccardo Catapano, Emanuele Buccarella. (C: Charlie Rose - P: Draggan Mihailovich, Sabina Castelfranco) (OAD: 

12/18/16) 

 “Hamilton” – an elongated “director’s cut” version with previously unseen material from Charlie Rose’s original 

report about the unorthodox musical currently selling out on Broadway and attracting such luminaries as President 

Barack Obama and former Vice President Dick Cheney. Based on the life of Alexander Hamilton, the show and its 

diverse cast are creating waves on Broadway and beyond, while smashing box office records and garnering a record 

16 Tony nominations. The lead actor and playwright of “Hamilton” is Lin-Manuel Miranda, and he uses a 

combination of hip-hop and rap along with popular music to portray Alexander Hamilton’s life -- all sung and 

danced by a diverse cast. Miranda also created the winner of the 2008 Tony for best musical, “In The Heights”. 

Includes interviews with: Lin-Manuel Miranda; Luis Miranda and Luz Towns-Miranda, Miranda’s parents; and Ron 

Chernow, author of “Alexander Hamilton” and the show’s historical advisor. Also includes a comment by Tommy 

Kail, the director of “Hamilton”.   The 06/12/16 extended segment also includes interviews with: the cast of 

“Hamilton”: Leslie Odom Jr., Renee Elise Goldsberry, Phillipa Soo, Christopher Jackson, and Daveed Diggs. (See 

also: “Hamilton” OAD: 11/08/15) (C: Charlie Rose – P: Graham Messick) DOUBLE LENGTH SEGMENT (OAD: 

06/12/16) 

 Update: “Little Jazz Man” (OAD 01/03/16) 

 

48 HOURS 
 

12/03/16 48 HOURS: “The Psychiatrist and The Selfie” - a report on the case against Jacob Nolan, who claims his cousin 

and psychiatrist, Dr. Pamela Buchbinder, brainwashed him into attempting to kill her former lover, fellow 

psychiatrist Dr. Michael Weiss, during the time the unmarried couple was going through a custody battle for their 

son. On November 12, 2012, Nolan attacked Dr. Weiss in his office with a sledgehammer and a knife. Weiss fought 

back. After the struggle, while covered in blood, Nolan snapped a selfie. He was arrested and charged with attempted 

murder. At the time of the attack, Nolan was living with Buchbinder, who was also treating him for depression, 

anxiety, and bipolar disorder. Dr. Buchbinder was also going through a nasty custody battle with Dr. Weiss. Today, 

Jacob Nolan says that Dr. Buchbinder manipulated and brainwashed him to hate Dr. Weiss and that hatred turned 

into their plan to kill Dr. Weiss. After the attack, Nolan was in a manic state and taken to the ER. Dr. Buchbinder 

went to the hospital, but was not allowed to see him. Although there is evidence of Dr. Buchbinder purchasing the 

sledgehammer, she has not been charged with any crime. Nolan was freed on bail and went to live with his parents in 

Miami. Dr. Weiss was granted custody of his son. Today Nolan seems rational and insists he was not in control of 

himself at the time of the incident, and even tried to commit suicide in 2015. In March 2016, the trial began. The 

prosecution insisted Nolan could have rationalized his thoughts and backed out at any time. The defense argued 

diminished capacity: Dr. Buchbinder had replaced Nolan’s free will with a cult-like mentality. The verdict: guilty. 

Nolan was sentenced to nine and a half years in prison. He says he is genuinely remorseful for what happened and 

still says Dr. Buchbinder needs to take responsibility too. Dr. Weiss is raising his son alone, and his attorney says he 

still lives in fear. On-screen text graphic: The New York City Police Department says the investigation into the 

attack on Doctor Michael Weiss is “ongoing”. But a spokesperson would not say whether Doctor Pamela 

Bookbinder is a suspect. Interviewed: Jacob Nolan; Debbie and Jim Nolan (parents); Charlie Haines (former police 

officer); Dr. Sasha Barded (psychiatrist); Rebecca Rosenberg (reporter, NY Post); Roland Acevedo (Weiss’ 

attorney); Steven Brounstein, Robert Stavis, Allison Stavis (defense attorneys); Yale Shih (alternate juror) (C: Peter 

Van Sant - P: Clare Friedland, Susan Mallie, Chris Young Ritzen, Tamara Weitzman) 
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48 HOURS (continued) 

 

12/10/16 48 HOURS: “Target Justice” - an investigation into the murders of Kaufman County, Texas District Attorney 

Mike McLelland and his wife Cynthia, and Assistant District Attorney Mark Hasse.  Following the murder of 

Assistant District Attorney Mark Hasse, who was shot dead outside the courthouse in 2013, and after McLelland had 

vowed to find his killer, he and his wife Cynthia were discovered dead in their home. Investigation soon focused on 

the Aryan Brotherhood, a white supremacist group in Texas, and one of the most violent prison gangs, which had 

declared it would get revenge against law enforcement. But someone else stood out in the investigation: Eric 

Williams, a lawyer and justice of the peace. Hasse, under McLelland’s guidance, prosecuted a case involving the 

theft of computer monitors from a county office. Police checked Williams out, and it seemed he had a credible alibi. 

Weeks later, police received a tip that seemed like a taunt to investigators. Weeks later, Williams was charged with 

the capital murders of the McLellands and Mark Hasse. In December 2014, Williams went on trial. Prosecutors said 

Williams murdered the McLellands as an act of revenge after being prosecuted for stealing the monitors. The defense 

made no opening statement and called no witnesses, stating that the prosecution had not made its case. Jurors had no 

doubt: Williams was found guilty. The most shocking testimony came during the penalty phase when Eric Williams’ 

wife of 16 years, Kim was called to testify. Kim had also been charged with all three murders and had admitted to 

driving the getaway car. She confirmed her husband’s motive was anger and that there were more potential victims 

targeted. Eric Williams was sentenced to death.  On-screen text graphic: Eric Williams’ request for a new trial was 

denied; he has filed for a stay of execution. It can take more than 20 years of appeals before an execution. 

Interviewed: Lt. Eric Kasper; Lenda Bush (former police officer); Kelley Blaine (court coordinator); Toby Shook, 

Bill Wirskye (Dallas attorneys); Lt. Jolie Stewart (lead investigator); Sheriff David Byrnes; J.R. McLelland and 

Krista Ball (McLelland children); Jack Douglas (KTVT investigative producer); DeWayne Dockery (Texas Ranger); 

Matt Seymour (defense attorney). (C: Richard Schlesinger - P: Tom Seligson, Allen Alter, Susan Mallie) (OAD: 

02/13/16) 

 

12/17/16 48 HOURS: "The Fight for Melissa" – a followup to “Blaming Melissa”, OAD: 02/28/15; Updated 07/18/15. 

Melissa Calusinski, is a young woman who claims she did not murder 16-month-old Ben Kingan in 2009, while 

working at a day care center in Lake County, Illinois, despite having confessed to the crime. After new evidence 

from the coroner’s office was brought to light and the cause of Ben Kingan’s death was re-classified as 

undetermined, a hearing was held to determine if Melissa Calusinski would be granted a new trial. Examined are 

police interrogations, what happens after a confession, and what can happen when a key player in the investigation 

admits he made a life-altering mistake. Two days after Ben Kingan’s death, Calusinski was brought in for 

questioning; police told her Ben died from a blunt-force trauma to the head and that she was the last adult to have 

seen him alive. She was interrogated for nine hours, never asked for a lawyer, and eventually confessed to dropping 

the child in a way that may have led to a head injury. She was convicted of murder, largely on the fact that she had 

confessed and that the Medical Examiner’s report said that the child suffered from fresh injuries to his head. Her 

family persuaded a newly-elected coroner, Dr. Thomas Rudd, to re-examine the evidence. His findings revealed an 

older head injury -- a significant discovery. Eventually, state pathologist Dr. Eupil Choi admitted to missing the old 

injury in his report. With this information, attorney Kathleen Zellner, who specializes in cases pertaining to false 

confessions, said that Melissa Calusinski did not receive a fair trial. Advocates say that, under extreme conditions, 

60% of people confess to crimes they did not commit. The police say they played by the rules. Two courts have 

allowed the conviction to stand. Attorney Zellner believed the medical evidence needed to be re-examined, but the 

State Attorney will not pass it on.  At the latest hearing, witnesses testified for Melissa, but, the judge decided not to 

overturn the conviction. Attorney Zellner was not surprised; she says the next stop is the State Appellate Court. On-

screen text graphic: Dr. Thomas Rudd is no longer Lake County Coroner. He lost the election in November. 

Kathleen Zellner will file Melissa’s latest appear in January. Interviewed: Melissa Calusinski; Paul and Cheryl 

Calusinski (parents); Dr. Thomas Rudd (Lake County coroner); Kathleen Zellner (attorney); Paul DeLuca (Melissa’s 

original attorney); Stephen Schller and Matt  DeMartini (Lake County Assistant States Attorneys); Michael Nerheim 

(States Attorney); Dr. Saul Kassin (professor, John Jacy College/CBS News Consultant); Jeff Mueller (imaging 

expert); Paul Foreman (former deputy coroner); Dr. Robert Zimmerman (pediatric neuroradiologist). (C: Erin 

Moriarty - P: Lourdes Aguiar, Charlotte A. Fuller, Gail Abbott Zimmerman) 
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48 HOURS (continued) 

 

12/24/16 48 HOURS: LIVE TO TELL: “The Birthday Party” (9:00-10:00p) - On January 21, 1998, the night before his 

38th birthday, federal prosecutor Stanley Alpert was walking home late at night in lower Manhattan, when he was 

kidnapped at gunpoint and held hostage for 25 hours before his captors, having learned that he was a federal 

prosecutor, decided to release him. Before learning that fact, however, his kidnappers had intended to force him to 

withdraw $50,000 from his bank account, and had threatened Alpert’s own life and that of his father, if Alpert did 

not cooperate.  After his release, police were able, with Alpert’s help, to track down his abductors. The kidnappers 

(identified only as Lucky, Ren, Sen and Louis) received sentences ranging from 15 years to life. On-screen text 

graphic: Lucky, Ren, Sen and Louis received sentences ranging from fifteen years to life. Mercedes received six 

months. Mystic was never charged. Stanley Alpert has written a book about his ordeal. It’s called “The Birthday 

Party”. Stanley Alpert has written a book about his ordeal. It’s called “The Birthday Party”. Includes interviews with: 

Stanley Alpert, federal prosecutor, kidnapping victim; David Prager, friend of Alpert; Dan Dorsky, friend of Alpert; 

FBI special agents Kathleen Flynn, Richard Meade, David Burroughs, David Biddiscombe; Bill Glynn, NYPD 

detective.  (No Correspondent is used for this broadcast. Producers: Sara Rodriguez, Clare Friedland, Kevin Hayes) 

(OAD: 12/19/09; 1st Rebroadcast: 08/06/10 – both as 48 HOURS MYSTERY: LIVE TO TELL: “The Birthday 

Party”) 

 

12/24/16 48 HOURS: “Road to Redemption” (10:00-11:00p) - a report about Jeanne Bishop, who for more than two 

decades struggled to move on after losing both her sister and brother-in-law, Nancy Bishop Langert and Richard 

Langert -- murdered in their suburban Chicago home in 1990 by 16-year-old David Biro. In seeking closure to the 

crime, she pursued a face-to-face meeting with Biro in prison – which she eventually had. In 1990, Nancy and 

Richard Langert were found dead in their Winnetka, Illinois home, in what seemed like a home invasion/robbery. 

Their killer was identified months later as David Biro, a local high school student, who bragged to a friend that he 

had done it. Biro was tried as an adult and convicted of murder. He was sentenced to two mandatory life terms for 

the murders of Nancy and Richard Langert, and the judge gave him a discretionary life sentence for the death of their 

unborn child. For Jeanne Bishop, the crime was a life-changing moment: her actions during the investigation made 

authorities think she was uncooperative, and, because of the way she was treated by police, she changed careers, 

going from being a high-powered corporate attorney to a public defender. Still, for 23 years, in order to forgive, she 

felt she needed to know what motivated David Biro, thus lifting the crushing burden victims often live with. Biro 

agreed to meet with her, at Pontiac Correctional Center, where he is serving his time. In June of 2012, the U.S. 

Supreme Court decision deeming mandatory life sentences for juveniles as “cruel and unusual punishment.” meant 

that David Biro could qualify for a reduced sentence, or even be released. The ruling guarantees that there will be a 

re-sentencing. Jeanne’s mother and sister have ideologically different views about forgiveness and the Supreme 

Court decision, but have agreed to disagree. Original on-screen text graphic: David Biro is one of approximately 80 

offenders convicted as juveniles awaiting re-sentencing in Illinois. Across the country, more than 1,000 offenders 

may qualify for resentencing under the Supreme Court ruling. On-screen text graphic for the 12/24/16 

rebroadcast: A judge denied David Biro’s request to consider the discretionary life sentence for killing the unborn 

child. Biro is appealing that decision.  Interviewed:  Jeanne Bishop (sister); Joyce Bishop (mother); Jennifer Bishop-

Jenkins (sister); Gene Kalvaitis (Sergeant, multi-town task force); Patty McConnell (Sergeant, Winnetka Police 

Department); Gera-Lind Kolarik (true-crime writer); Mark Osler (law professor). (C: Maureen Maher - P: Chris 

O’Connell, Lauren Clark, Doug Longhini) (OAD: 11/28/15) 
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48 HOURS (continued) 

 

12/31/16 48 HOURS: “Mommy Dearest” (9:00–10:00p) - a report on the case of Linda Cooney, a woman who became the 

center of attention in two shootings - two decades apart - both with the same gun. Linda Cooney, shot her ex-

husband, attorney James Cooney, while her 10-year-old son Kevin, peeked out of a hole in his bedroom door. The 

case rocked their exclusive Palm Beach, Florida enclave and captivated locals when the aspiring socialite went on 

trial for murder. Investigators say she was found not guilty, largely on the weight of Kevin’s testimony. Locals 

believed she had gotten away with murder. Cooney left Palm Beach, ending up in Las Vegas with her sons. In 2011, 

Linda Cooney reported another shooting; this time her son Kevin had a gunshot wound to the neck and would end up 

being paralyzed. Investigation revealed the gun used to shoot Kevin was the same one that had been used to shoot his 

father. Authorities were shocked when they found out she had asked to have the gun returned to her after the 

acquittal.  Prosecutors believed Linda Cooney was desperate to control her grown sons and tried to kill Kevin 

because he wanted to move out. The defense painted a different story: Kevin was mentally unstable and accidentally 

shot himself. But the story that Kevin actually tells about his mother at trial startles everyone -- he himself claims that 

it was an accident, even though he had told the nurses in the hospital the opposite. However, in the end, it is not 

enough and Linda Cooney is found guilty on all charges. On-screen text graphic: After the verdict, Bob Cooney tried 

to visit Kevin. Kevin refused to see him. Updated 06/06/15 On-Screen Text Graphic: After the verdict, Bob Cooney 

tried to visit Kevin. Kevin refused to see him. Both Kevin and Christopher feel their mother’s verdict was just and 

hope it is overturned on appeal. Kevin and Christopher talk to their mother on the phone every week. On-screen text 

graphic for the 12/31/16 rebroadcast:  After the verdict, Bob Cooney tried to visit Kevin. Kevin refused to see 

him. On December 16th the Nevada Supreme Court heard Linda Cooney’s appeal arguing that evidence of her 1993 

murder acquittal was prejudicial and should not have been allowed. A decision is expected in months.   Interviewed: 

Las Vegas Detectives Robert Schmidt and Lance Landholm; Las Vegas prosecutors Shanon Clowers and Michael 

Staudaher; Bob Cooney, brother of James Cooney; Palm Beach gossip columnist Jose Lambiet; Lt. Scott Smith; 

former girlfriends of Kevin Cooney, Karina Taylor and Clarita Kendall; Linda Cooney’s attorney Michael Becker.  

(C: Richard Schlesinger - P: Patti Aronofsky, Jonathan Leach) (OAD: 10/04/14; 1st Rebroadcast: 06/06/15) 

 

12/31/16 48 HOURS PRESENTS: “Janet’s Secret” (10:00–11:00p) - a report on the murder of Janet Walsh and the 34-

year search to find her killer, as new forensics technology allows detectives to re-examine evidence left from the 

initial investigation into the death of the Monaca, Pennsylvania woman in 1979. In a case which confounded 

investigators from the start, 23-year-old Janet, who had recently separated from her husband, Scott Walsh, was found 

dead in her bedroom after a night out dancing. Investigation led to a long list of suspects: (1) her husband Scott 

Walsh; (2) Robert McGrail, a man she met dancing; (3) Ron Ciccozzi, her boss; (4) an unidentified man; (5) Victor 

Ciccozzi (says he dated her/ no relation to Ron); and (6) Scott Hopkins, a secret lover. The case turned cold; no one 

was ever arrested. In 2011, a cold case unit took a second look at the case. They re-interviewed the suspects and 

using technology not available at the time, they were able to identify DNA from the sheets, nightgown and bathrobe 

tie. Police and prosecutors eliminated everyone except Scott Hopkins, an influential retired businessman/politician. 

In 2012, Hopkins was arrested. At trial, the prosecution used the DNA evidence to define the case, even calling 

celebrity forensic pathologist Cyril Wecht to testify. The defense countered with an expert of their own, but in the 

end, Hopkins was convicted of third-degree murder. Original On-screen text graphic: Hopkins is appealing his 

conviction based on several arguments. Among them: science cannot determine the time a DNA sample is left at the 

crime scene. On-screen text graphic for the 12/31/16 rebroadcast: The Supreme Court of Pennsylvania has 

denied Hopkins’ request to appeal his conviction. Interviewed: Andy Gall (Assistant Chief of Detectives, Beaver 

County District Attorney’s Office/ original investigator); Francesco Caltieri (Janet Walsh’s brother); Brittany Smith 

and Frank Martucci (prosecutors); Rich Matas (Pennsylvania State Trooper); Sue Niedergal (friend of Janet); Scott 

Walsh (husband); Robert McGrail (suspect); Rocco Demailo (cold case detective); Scott Hopkins; Larry and 

Georgeann Musgrave (Hopkins’ friends); Karen Hopkins (Hopkins’ third wife); Chad Bowers (Hopkins’ defense 

attorney); Dr. Cyril Wecht (forensic pathologist); and Dr. Mark Perlin (defense expert). (C: Peter Van Sant - P: 

Susan Mallie) (OAD: 05/16/15 as 48 HOURS: “Janet’s Secret”) 
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CBS RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL SPECIALS 
 

12/04/16 “Religion, Art & Cultural Heritage” – Among the ways to understand any religion is through its art and cultural 

heritage. This interfaith special looks at the importance of art and cultural heritage in understanding faith, identity 

and history. Featured are: (1) “Jerusalem 1000-1400: Every People under Heaven” is an exhibit at the Metropolitan 

Museum of Art in New York City. Barbara Drake Boehm, Paul & Jill Ruddock Senior Curator, The Met Cloisters 

and Melanie Holcomb, Curator, Dept. of Medieval Art & The Cloisters, discuss how Jerusalem, this holiest of cities, 

inspired some of the most beautiful and complex works of art across faith traditions. (2) Dr. Michael Peppard, 

associate professor in Fordham University’s department of theology and the author of “The World’s Oldest Church: 

Bible, Art and Ritual at Dura-Europos, Syria”, discusses the archeological site of Dura-Europos -- its importance in 

understanding the life and practices of early Christians in the region and how this ancient Roman fortress town was 

home to a multi-religious community.  Lisa R. Brody, Ph.D., Associate Curator of Ancient Art, Yale University Art 

Gallery, talks about the university’s permanent collection of artifacts from the Dura-Europos excavations. (3) Due to 

civil war in Syria, archeological sites like Dura-Europos are under threat. Katharyn Hanson, Ph.D., an archeologist 

and fellow at the Smithsonian’s Museum Conservation Institute in Washington, D.C., explains how armed conflict 

and looting is affecting cultural heritage sites, as well as how this affects a community’s personal and religious 

identity. (4) The key to understanding the religious and cultural tradition of Tibetan Buddhism is through its literary 

heritage. Since 1999, the Tibetan Buddhist Resource Center (TBRC) in Cambridge, MA has sought to collect, scan 

and catalogue manuscripts and make them available online. Executive Director Jeff Wallman speaks about the work 

of this non-profit organization and its founder, E. Gene Smith. Also featured are: Leonard W.J. van der Kuijp, Prof., 

Tibetan and Himalayan Studies, Harvard University; Timothy McNeill, Publisher & CEO, Wisdom Publications; 

Travis DeTour, Digital Archive Engineer (TBRC); Karma Gongde, Senior Librarian (TBRC); Dechen Pema, Office 

Manager (TBRC); and Chungdak Nangpa, Senior Librarian (TBRC). (Narrator: Rolland Smith. Produce & Writer: 

Elizabeth Kineke. Associate Producer: Natalie Baxter.  Director & Senior Executive Producer: John P. Blessington. 

Produced in consultation with religious scholars, clergy and others including Catholic, Protestant, Jewish, Islamic, 

Sikh and various interfaith organizations.) 

 

12/24/16 “Listen! A Musical Celebration Of Christmas At Berea College” - a special featuring a diverse mix of Christmas 

and holiday music performed by the students and music faculty of Berea College in Berea, Kentucky.  Demonstrating 

a broad range of musical styles, the program includes performances by the Berea College Folk Roots Ensemble; 

Women’s Chorus; Chamber Singers; Concert Choir; Wind Ensemble: Jazz Ensemble; Black Music Ensemble; and 

Bluegrass Ensemble, all reflecting the diversity of Berea College’s student enrollment and portraying Berea’s motto: 

“God has made of one blood all people of the earth.” (Host: Muse Watson, actor and Berea College alumnus.  

Produced and co-sponsored by the Berea College Music Program and the Willis D. Weatherford Campus Christian 

Center.  Executive Producers: Jay Buckner, Tim Jordan.  Executive Producers for CBS: John P. Blessington, 

Elizabeth Kineke.) 
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