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Subject     Description of Issue of Concern

1. Education

 City Club Forum discusses life on college campuses this fall, as higher education deals 
with the ongoing issues resulting from the global health pandemic. University leaders 
have grappled for months with questions around how and when to re-open and how to 
secure the safety of students, faculty, and staff while also providing a quality education. 
Some colleges and universities have moved to remote-only education for the fall 
semester, while others are exploring a hybrid approach that combines remote and in-
person instruction. City Club Forum talks to Harlan M. Sands, President of Cleveland 
State University (CSU). He shares the extensive planning process CSU has undertaken to 
ensure a safe return to campus utilizing a hybrid, data driven approach.

2. Children and Family

 City Club Forum discusses how COVID-19 is creating distinct challenges for Northeast 
Ohio's newcomers, including both those who are essential workers and those put out of 
work by the pandemic, as well as their children, many of whom are struggling to access 
online learning. These issues run headlong into political flashpoints like restrictions on 
government assistance, healthcare for the undocumented, and the federal government's 
unprecedented limits on refugee and asylum-seeker admission.

3. Community

 City Club Forum discusses the recent ruling from the Supreme Court that Title VII of the 
Civil Rights Act, which bars discrimination based on sex, does encompass 
discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity. This ruling is a 
celebrated as victory for LGBTQ+ rights, however, anti-transgender discrimination and 
violence remain firmly embedded in American life. The question is asked “Does this 
recent Supreme Court ruling intersect with the racial justice movement sweeping the 
nation and world?”



 City Club Forum holds a discussion with James Forman, Jr., Professor of Law at Yale 
Law School, on how and why society has become so punitive and what can be done 
about the future of race and the criminal justice system in the United States.

  City Club Forum holds a conversation with Christy Lopez, Professor at Georgetown 
Law Center, discussing the logistics of defunding the police. How might American 
society evolve with a different definition of what constitutes "police" and "policing?" As 
the notion of police as keepers of safety is repeatedly challenged, many Americans have 
shifted their perception of public health and safety to an approach that financially 
prioritizes community-led support services, social workers, libraries, schools, and 
affordable housing over the presence of armed police. The question is asked “What 
would really happen if America divested from police departments across the nation?”

 City Club Forum is joined by Ambassador Capricia Penavic Marshall, who has spent 
two decades laying the groundwork for successful diplomacy between heads of state 
around the world. Now, as the world grapples with the coronavirus pandemic, it's 
apparent that international cooperation and successful diplomacy are more critical than 
ever. Protocol impacting the ability for decision-makers to move into consensus, 
especially as the world adapts to a new virtual life is discussed. Also discussed is how 
world leaders should navigate the intersection of governing and humanity in times of 
crisis.

 City Club Forum holds a conversation on social justice, racial equity, and what the 
Cleveland Cavaliers are trying to do to create positive change in the Cleveland 
community and around the nation. After the death of George Floyd, coaches and athletes 
across the NBA, NFL, college football, and other American sports released statements 
on social media condemning police violence and brutality against Black people. Many 
NBA players across the country joined the protests, actions that are in line with their 
decades-long commitment to fighting injustice.

 City Club Forum discusses the United States commemorating the 100th anniversary of 
the ratification of the 19th Amendment. City Club Forum is joined by director of the 
documentary film REPRESENT, Hillary C. Bachelder, and Ohioan Bryn Bird as they 
share the experiences of women running for office and their fight to reshape local 
politics on their own terms. The film is being screened in select cities, including 
Cleveland, to coincide with the 100th anniversary of the ratification of the 19th 
Amendment. Beginning August 14th, Cleveland Cinemas will be offering the film for 
virtual screenings.



 City Club Forum talks to Crystal Echo Hawk, founder and CEO of IllumiNative and a 
member of the Pawnee Nation, Dr. Stephanie A. Fryberg, a professor at the University of 
Michigan and a member of the Tulalip Tribes, and DeLanna Studi, a Cherokee activist, 
regarding the Cleveland Indians mascot. This summer several major and minor league 
sports teams, who utilize Native American mascots, announced their intention to change 
their names and logos, the Cleveland Indians being one of them. Many considered this a 
long-overdue decision after decades of work by Indigenous activists, scholars, and 
community members. However, team names are just one facet of a much broader 
conversation that’s occurring at this moment over modern Indigenous representation, 
inclusion, and the stories about America and its history. 

 City Club Forum talks to Northeast Ohio native, Derf Backderf, about his latest graphic 
novel, Kent State: Four Dead In Ohio, published to coincide with the 50th anniversary of 
the tragedy. Fifty years ago, on May 4, 1970, four unarmed college students were killed 
and nine wounded when the Ohio National Guard opened fire on Kent State University’s 
campus during a Vietnam War protest. It was a day that shocked the nation. Backderf 
shows how the dramatic events of that day unfolded by piecing together the lives and 
backgrounds of those who died.

 City Club Forum discusses the Save Our Stages Act. When the COVID-19 pandemic 
reached the United States earlier this year, independent music and entertainment venues 
and theatres were among the first to close to prevent the spread of the disease. They will 
also likely be the last to re-open as Americans are encouraged to avoid mass gatherings 
and crowded indoor spaces. A recent National Independent Venue Association (NIVA) 
poll found that 90 percent of independent venues are expected to close within the next 
few months if they do not receive federal aid. The shuttering of these establishments 
would have a ripple effect on local economies. In response, U.S. Senators Amy 
Klobuchar and John Cornyn introduced the bipartisan Save Our Stages Act, which would 
financially support independent live music venues negatively impacted by the COVID-
19 pandemic. The proposed legislation would provide Small Business Administration 
grants for independent live venue operators, promoters and festivals affected by COVID-
19 stay-at-home orders. These grants would provide at least six months of financial 
support to keep venues afloat, pay employees, and preserve a critical economic sector for 
communities across the country.



4. Health 

 City Club Forum discusses how The World Health Assembly has designated 2020 as the 
International Year of the Nurse and the Midwife. City Club Forum speaks with Dr. May 
Wykle, one of the nation’s most distinguished nursing leaders and educators, about 
nurses and midwives playing a vital role in the unprecedented public health crisis brought 
on by the coronavirus pandemic. The pandemic has been particularly devastating for the 
elderly and minority populations, exposing many of the social, economic, and health 
disparities facing these individuals.

 City Club Forum holds a conversation with Cleveland County Executive, Armond 
Budish, and three members of the Citizen’s Advisory Council on Equity about their plans 
to identify, address, and dismantle systemic racism and inequity in Cuyahoga County. In 
late 2019, Cuyahoga County Council passed legislation creating the formation of the 
Citizen’s Advisory Council on Equity. The 15-member Council is tasked, in part, with 
reviewing and providing recommendations to reduce the disparity between Black and 
white residents across the county when it comes to healthcare, criminal justice, safe and 
affordable housing, and educational opportunities. The county’s action comes on the 
heels of several other governments in Ohio – including Cleveland, Akron, and Summit 
County – taking similar action.

 RADIO.COM’s I’m Listening initiative aims to encourage those who are dealing with 
mental health issues to understand they are not alone. On Wednesday, September 23rd 
Entercom aired the 2020 I’m Listening broadcast special. Artists, musicians, athletes, and 
mental health professionals came together not only to empower listeners to have open 
conversations around mental health, but to demonstrate that talking about mental health is 
a tool that can truly save lives.



 WDOK - HD2 PROGRAM THAT ADDRESS COMMUNITY ISSUES 
(REGULARLY SCHEDULED PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAM)

3rd QUARTER 2020

Public Affairs Program Schedule and Description

Cleveland Connection WDOK – HD2 /Sunday 6:00am-7:00am

Produced and hosted by Chelsea Lyons-
Ebbert, this program features interviews with 
heads of non-profit organizations, medical 
professionals, neighborhood and community 
leaders, government officials of all levels, 
authors, doctors, and others who are asked 
about issues of local and national concern.



WDOK – HD2
MOST SIGNIFICANT ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING

3rd QUARTER 2020
(JULY 1 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30)

EDUCATION
Cleveland Connection
7:00am - 8:00am
60 minutes of a 60 minute program
Sunday 09-06-20
  City Club Forum discusses life on college campuses this fall, as higher education deals with the 
ongoing issues resulting from the global health pandemic. University leaders have grappled for 
months with questions around how and when to re-open and how to secure the safety of students, 
faculty, and staff while also providing a quality education. Some colleges and universities have 
moved to remote-only education for the fall semester, while others are exploring a hybrid 
approach that combines remote and in-person instruction. City Club Forum talks to Harlan M. 
Sands, President of Cleveland State University (CSU). He shares the extensive planning process 
CSU has undertaken to ensure a safe return to campus utilizing a hybrid, data driven approach.

CHILDREN AND FAMILY
Cleveland Connection
7:00am - 8:00am
60 minutes of a 60 minute program
Sunday 09-27-20 
  City Club Forum discusses how COVID-19 is creating distinct challenges for Northeast Ohio's 
newcomers, including both those who are essential workers and those put out of work by the 
pandemic, as well as their children, many of whom are struggling to access online learning. 
These issues run headlong into political flashpoints like restrictions on government assistance, 
healthcare for the undocumented, and the federal government's unprecedented limits on refugee 
and asylum-seeker admission.

COMMUNITY
Cleveland Connection
7:00am - 8:00am
60 minutes of a 60 minute program
Sunday 07-12-20
  City Club Forum discusses the recent ruling from the Supreme Court that Title VII of the Civil 
Rights Act, which bars discrimination based on sex, does encompass discrimination on the basis 
of sexual orientation and gender identity. This ruling is a celebrated as victory for LGBTQ+ 
rights, however, anti-transgender discrimination and violence remain firmly embedded in 
American life. The question is asked “Does this recent Supreme Court ruling intersect with the 
racial justice movement sweeping the nation and world?”



COMMUNITY
Cleveland Connection
7:00am - 8:00am
60 minutes of a 60 minute program
Sunday 07-19-20
  City Club Forum holds a discussion with James Forman, Jr., Professor of Law at Yale Law 
School, on how and why society has become so punitive and what can be done about the future 
of race and the criminal justice system in the United States.

COMMUNITY
Cleveland Connection
7:00am - 8:00am
60 minutes of a 60 minute program
Sunday 07-26-20
  City Club Forum holds a conversation with Christy Lopez, Professor at Georgetown Law 
Center, discussing the logistics of defunding the police. How might American society evolve 
with a different definition of what constitutes "police" and "policing?" As the notion of police as 
keepers of safety is repeatedly challenged, many Americans have shifted their perception of 
public health and safety to an approach that financially prioritizes community-led support 
services, social workers, libraries, schools, and affordable housing over the presence of armed 
police. The question is asked “What would really happen if America divested from police 
departments across the nation?”

COMMUNITY
Cleveland Connection
7:00am - 8:00am
60 minutes of a 60 minute program
Sunday 08-2-20
  City Club Forum is joined by Ambassador Capricia Penavic Marshall, who has spent two 
decades laying the groundwork for successful diplomacy between heads of state around the 
world. Now, as the world grapples with the coronavirus pandemic, it's apparent that international 
cooperation and successful diplomacy are more critical than ever. Protocol impacting the ability 
for decision-makers to move into consensus, especially as the world adapts to a new virtual life 
is discussed. Also discussed is how world leaders should navigate the intersection of governing 
and humanity in times of crisis.



COMMUNITY
Cleveland Connection
7:00am - 8:00am
60 minutes of a 60 minute program
Sunday 08-9-20
  City Club Forum holds a conversation on social justice, racial equity, and what the Cleveland 
Cavaliers are trying to do to create positive change in the Cleveland community and around the 
nation. After the death of George Floyd, coaches and athletes across the NBA, NFL, college 
football, and other American sports released statements on social media condemning police 
violence and brutality against Black people. Many NBA players across the country joined the 
protests, actions that are in line with their decades-long commitment to fighting injustice.

COMMUNITY
Cleveland Connection
7:00am - 8:00am
60 minutes of a 60 minute program
Sunday 08-23-20
  City Club Forum discusses the United States commemorating the 100th anniversary of the 
ratification of the 19th Amendment. City Club Forum is joined by director of the documentary 
film REPRESENT, Hillary C. Bachelder, and Ohioan Bryn Bird as they share the experiences of 
women running for office and their fight to reshape local politics on their own terms. The film is 
being screened in select cities, including Cleveland, to coincide with the 100th anniversary of the 
ratification of the 19th Amendment. Beginning August 14th, Cleveland Cinemas will be offering 
the film for virtual screenings.

COMMUNITY
Cleveland Connection
7:00am - 8:00am
60 minutes of a 60 minute program
Sunday 08-30-20
  City Club Forum talks to Crystal Echo Hawk, founder and CEO of IllumiNative and a member 
of the Pawnee Nation, Dr. Stephanie A. Fryberg, a professor at the University of Michigan and a 
member of the Tulalip Tribes, and DeLanna Studi, a Cherokee activist, regarding the Cleveland 
Indians mascot. This summer several major and minor league sports teams, who utilize Native 
American mascots, announced their intention to change their names and logos, the Cleveland 
Indians being one of them. Many considered this a long-overdue decision after decades of work 
by Indigenous activists, scholars, and community members. However, team names are just one 
facet of a much broader conversation that’s occurring at this moment over modern Indigenous 
representation, inclusion, and the stories about America and its history. 



COMMUNITY
Cleveland Connection
7:00am - 8:00am
60 minutes of a 60 minute program
Sunday 09-13-20
  City Club Forum talks to Northeast Ohio native, Derf Backderf, about his latest graphic novel, 
Kent State: Four Dead In Ohio, published to coincide with the 50th anniversary of the tragedy. 
Fifty years ago, on May 4, 1970, four unarmed college students were killed and nine wounded 
when the Ohio National Guard opened fire on Kent State University’s campus during a Vietnam 
War protest. It was a day that shocked the nation. Backderf shows how the dramatic events of 
that day unfolded by piecing together the lives and backgrounds of those who died.

COMMUNITY
Cleveland Connection
7:00am - 8:00am
60 minutes of a 60 minute program
Sunday 09-20-20
  City Club Forum discusses the Save Our Stages Act. When the COVID-19 pandemic reached 
the United States earlier this year, independent music and entertainment venues and theatres 
were among the first to close to prevent the spread of the disease. They will also likely be the last 
to re-open as Americans are encouraged to avoid mass gatherings and crowded indoor spaces. A 
recent National Independent Venue Association (NIVA) poll found that 90 percent of 
independent venues are expected to close within the next few months if they do not receive 
federal aid. The shuttering of these establishments would have a ripple effect on local economies. 
In response, U.S. Senators Amy Klobuchar and John Cornyn introduced the bipartisan Save Our 
Stages Act, which would financially support independent live music venues negatively impacted 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. The proposed legislation would provide Small Business 
Administration grants for independent live venue operators, promoters and festivals affected by 
COVID-19 stay-at-home orders. These grants would provide at least six months of financial 
support to keep venues afloat, pay employees, and preserve a critical economic sector for 
communities across the country.



HEALTH
Cleveland Connection
7:00am - 8:00am
60 minutes of a 60 minute program
Sunday 07-05-20
  City Club Forum discusses how The World Health Assembly has designated 2020 as the 
International Year of the Nurse and the Midwife. City Club Forum speaks with Dr. May Wykle, 
one of the nation’s most distinguished nursing leaders and educators, about nurses and midwives 
playing a vital role in the unprecedented public health crisis brought on by the coronavirus 
pandemic. The pandemic has been particularly devastating for the elderly and minority 
populations, exposing many of the social, economic, and health disparities facing these 
individuals.

HEALTH
Cleveland Connection
7:00am - 8:00am
60 minutes of a 60 minute program
Sunday 08-16-20
   City Club Forum holds a conversation with Cleveland County Executive, Armond Budish, and 
three members of the Citizen’s Advisory Council on Equity about their plans to identify, address, 
and dismantle systemic racism and inequity in Cuyahoga County. In late 2019, Cuyahoga 
County Council passed legislation creating the formation of the Citizen’s Advisory Council on 
Equity. The 15-member Council is tasked, in part, with reviewing and providing 
recommendations to reduce the disparity between Black and white residents across the county 
when it comes to healthcare, criminal justice, safe and affordable housing, and educational 
opportunities. The county’s action comes on the heels of several other governments in Ohio – 
including Cleveland, Akron, and Summit County – taking similar action.

HEALTH
Cleveland Connection
7:00am - 8:00am
120 minutes of a 120 minute program
Wednesday 09-23-20
RADIO.COM’s I’m Listening initiative aims to encourage those who are dealing with mental 
health issues to understand they are not alone. On Wednesday, September 23rd Entercom aired 
the 2020 I’m Listening broadcast special. Artists, musicians, athletes, and mental health 
professionals came together not only to empower listeners to have open conversations around 
mental health, but to demonstrate that talking about mental health is a tool that can truly save 
lives.


