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Search resumes for a Mich. 
Man News 7/1/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The search resumes today 

for a Michigan man.  The 

unidentified 28-year old 

jumped off a pontoon boat 

in the east branch of the 

Sturgeon River near 

Hardwood Saturday 

afternoon and never came 

up.  Authorities from several 

departments, staging at 

Stromberg Park, resume the 

recovery effort this morning. 

  

Despite record low 

unemployment in the state, 

studies show virtually no 

movement in the poverty 

rate over the last 10 years.  

A poverty expert with UW-

Madison says Wisconsin 

should raise the minimum 

wage and provide more 



help to families.  New 

reports show work alone 

isn’t enough to lift some 

families above the poverty 

level. 

 

A Wisconsin man sold 

pistols, rifles and rifle parts to 

an Australian arms dealer to 

convert semi-automatic to 

fully automatic weapons.  

Any Huebschmann of New 

Holstein, owns 

Germantown-based 

Thureon Defense, LLC and is 

licensed to manufacture 

and deal guns.  However 

he does not have an export 

license and pleaded guilty 

in federal court to shipping 

the weapons in a modified 

crate to fool customs 

officials.  He faces up to 20 

years in prison. 

 

Republican-drawn political 

maps in Wisconsin appear 

likely to stay in place, after 

a U.S. Supreme Court 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/courts_law/supreme-court-says-federal-courts-dont-have-a-role-in-deciding-partisan-gerrymandering-claims/2019/06/27/2fe82340-93ab-11e9-b58a-a6a9afaa0e3e_story.html?utm_term=.951ab3fc817a


ruling last week, effectively 

ending proceedings where 

a retrial was scheduled this 

summer. 

Local municipalities across 

northcentral Wisconsin 

remind people celebrating 

the Fourth of July this week 

that the use of fireworks, in 

most cases, is illegal.  

Anything that explodes or 

leaves the ground needs a 

permit.  They also stress 

safety when using them.  

Permits are available at city 

halls or from town clerks. 
 

  
Man accused  of killing a 
police officer had just been 
released from prison News 7/1/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 The man accused of killing 

Racine Police Officer John 

Hetland had just been 

released from federal prison 

four days earlier.  Twenty-

six-year-old Dalquavis Ward 

had served a sentence for 

armed robbery and that's 

what he was allegedly 

doing in Teezers Bar and 

Grill June 17th.  Hetland 



climbed over the bar and 

fought with Ward before 

Ward pushed him back and 

shot the off-duty officer.  

The Federal Bureau of Prison 

reports Ward had been 

released June 13th. 

Some of the people who 

live in the Maples Mobile 

Home Park say they don't 

know what they will do if 

they have to move out.  

Crumbling sewer lines have 

led to spills and backflows.  

Eau Claire city officials were 

on the site last week using a 

smoke test to find broken 

pipes or leaks.  Health 

officials are going to return 

to the park tomorrow 

(Tuesday) and, if changes 

haven't been made, the 

people living there will be 

forced to leave. 

The Lincoln County Sheriff’s 

department reminds 

residents and visitors alike 

that activity on local 

waterways is expected to 



increase this holiday 

weekend.  The Recreation 

Deputy will be patrolling the 

lakes to help ensure they 

are kept safe.  The primary 

reasons for enforcement 

action is not having enough 

personal flotation devices 

for everyone, not having a 

boat properly lit during 

hours of darkness, current 

registration and ensuring 

operators have proper 

boating safety certificates. 

As a reminder anyone born 

after January 1st, 1989 is 

required to have a boating 

safety course to legally 

operate a motorized boat 

or personal watercraft on 

Wisconsin waters.  
 

  
High speed chase in Lincoln 
Co. results in rollover News 7/2/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A high speed chase 

yesterday in Lincoln county 

resulted in a rollover and 

the 15-year old driver 

arrested.  A 911 call shortly 

after nine yesterday 

morning alerted deputies to 

a reckless driver heading 



north of Hwy 51.  The 

vehicle was spotted doing 

more than 90-mph and 

after a short pursuit, the 

vehicle left the road and 

rolled near county D in the 

Town of Bradley.  A 15-year 

old was treated for minor 

injuries and taken into 

custody.  The vehicle was 

stolen from Fox Crossing in 

Winnebago County and 

the teen was taken to a 

juvenile detention center 

downstate.  He faces 

numerous criminal and 

traffic charges.  

Wausau Police are looking 

for a person of interest after 

a stabbing at an apartment 

complex yesterday 

afternoon.  A 25-year old 

man, found at the Rocket 

Apartments on third 

avenue, is hospitalized with 

a single stab wound.  

Authorities are looking for 

51-year old Derrick Davis, 

who’s wanted for 



questioning.  He’s 

described as a black male, 

5’4”, 200 pounds and bald.  

Anyone with information is 

asked to contact Wausau 

PD. 

Governor Tony Evers signed 

the bill keeping the Lincoln 

Hills and Copper Lake youth 

prisons in Irma open 

another six months.  Abuse 

allegations have plagued 

the facility for years and the 

Dept of corrections was 

forced to close it by 

January first, 2021.  Evers 

said that timetable was too 

aggressive and lawmakers 

extended the deadline to 

have new facilities built.   

And Friday is the deadline 

for Evers to sign the state 

budget.  Republicans are 

pushing for approval and 

now healthcare 

organizations have joined 

in.     
 

  
Problems still remain at 
Lincoln Hills News 7/2/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 A report filed in U-S District 

Court yesterday finds 



conditions at the state's 

youth prisons are improving, 

but problems remain.  

Monitor Teresa Abreu made 

a three-day visit to Lincoln 

Hills May 31st through June 

2nd.  She found bathrooms 

still dirty, there's still a 

problem with staffing 

shortages and guards are 

still using pepper spray too 

often.  Abreu told the court 

the staff members still don't 

have the skills needed to 

calm inmates down or 

restrain them properly.  

Governor Tony Evers signed 

a bill yesterday giving the 

Department of Corrections 

an additional six months 

before the prison must be 

closed. 

A Racine County Circuit 

judge ordered accused 

cop killer Dalquavis Ward 

held on a bail of five-million 

dollars.  Ward is charged 

with first-degree intentional 

homicide and armed 



robbery in the June 17th 

incident.  Prosecutors say 

he shot off-duty Officer 

John Hetland as they 

fought while Ward tried to 

rob a Racine tavern.  

Ward's family says he has 

an alibi, but investigators 

say they have D-N-A 

evidence tying him to the 

crime. 

Nine months after the 

service was stopped, 

Amtrak is re-launching its 

bus route between Green 

Bay and Milwaukee.  The 

new service will be an 

addition to the existing 

express service, making 

stops in Appleton, Oshkosh 

and Fond du Lac, as well as 

Green Bay and Milwaukee, 

twice a day.  Tickets can 

only be purchased on the 

phone or online.  New 

buses will arrive in a couple 

of weeks and everything 

should be in place by the 

end of the summer. 
 



  
Employees could return to 
work News 7/3/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Following up on the US 

Supreme Court ruling, a 

three-judge panel dismissed 

the federal lawsuit 

challenging Republican-

drawn legislative 

boundaries in the state.  

Democratic voters sued 

three years ago alleging 

those lines 

unconstitutionally diluted 

their party’s voting power.  

Last week the high court 

ruled partisan 

gerrymandering claims 

don’t belong in federal 

court.  A motion to dismiss 

the case was filed 

immediately after.  The 

judges also ruled the state 

and Assembly republicans 

can collect fees and costs 

from voters and gave them 

until July 15th to submit a bill. 

More than 100 employees 

of Flambeau River Papers in 

Park Falls could return to 

work next week.  The mill 

closed last month after one 



of its major customers, 

CellMark, who markets its 

products globally, didn’t 

pay its bill.  A plan reached 

in Price county court 

Monday is now in place 

and the mill can work with 

lenders to restart the 

operation while officials 

look for a buyer.   

A Rothschild man will learn 

next week if he’s going to 

trial.  30-year old Romaine 

Pershing was arrested in a 

sex sting last week.  He was 

picked up after attempting 

to flee a parking lot in Rib 

Mountain where he was to 

meet a 15-year old girl.  

He’s charged with using a 

computer to facilitate a 

child sex crime, child 

enticement and fleeing an 

officer. 

The popular Food Network 

Show, Restaurant: 

Impossible is coming to 

Tomahawk next week.  The 

program tries to turn 



restaurants around with a 

$10,000 budget and two 

days to work.  They’ll be 

renovating Besse’s on Clear 

Lake. 
 

  
State lakes are feeling the 
effects of the summer heat 
and rain News 7/3/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 Summer heat and calm 

conditions on many lakes 

across the state is causing 

lake scum and algae 

blooms.  Gina LaLiberte 

with the DNR says those 

‘blue-green’ algae that 

cause the blooms can 

sicken people and cause 

skin irritation.  “Any time you 

see discolored water that 

can be green or other 

colors, or you see foamy 

scums or mats, be 

suspicious that’s blue-green 

algae. And look for better 

water conditions elsewhere 

for swimming.”  The algae 

forms any time there’s high 

temperatures, plenty of 

sunlight, and little wind.  

LaLiberte says it’s very 

important to keep pets out 

of the water if there’s 



blooms.  “Dogs really don’t 

care what the water looks 

like. If they’re thirsty they’ll 

drink even scummy green 

water that we would not 

even want to put our feet 

into.”  Many strains of those 

algae can cause stomach 

discomfort and skin 

irritation, and the symptoms 

can be even more severe if 

you ingest the algae. If 

there’s lake warnings 

posted about algae, find 

another lake or stream to 

swim in. 

Seven new miles of ATV/UTV 

trails are now open in the 

Town of Enterprise.  

Maintained by the Pel-Cho 

Mudd Nutz ATV/UTV Club 

and administered by the 

Oneida county forestry 

department, the trail 

connects the bowman 

parking lot nearly Hwy G 

and further connects to the 

existing Enterprise Trail.  



There is a mile of the trail 

under construction and 

riders are urged to exercise 

caution and obey signage.   

Former UW soccer player 

Rose Lavelle was a big part 

of the women’s team 

advancing to the world 

cup finals. 
 

  
Rhinelander mayor opens 
city streets to ATV/UTV’s News 7/4/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Rhinelander Mayor Chris 

Frederickson officially 

opened city streets to 

ATV/UTV traffic yesterday.  

The machines are allowed 

to operate throughout the 

city with the exception of 

Lincoln and Stevens streets 

north of Dwight.  The City 

Council approved the 

ordinance last month and 

with signage now in place, 

it’s legal to ride.  Like many 

surrounding communities, 

the hopes of increased 

business drove the decision.  

Captain Ron Leuenberg of 

the Rhinelander PD advises 

drivers to be aware of the 

rules, especially hours of 



operation and safety. 

No one was hurt and 

Wausau police are 

investigating a drive-by 

shooting in the city 

yesterday afternoon.  The 

incident reported in the 

area of North first and 

McIndoe streets shortly 

before three.  Police say it 

was an isolated incident 

and the pubic wasn’t in 

danger.  There is also no 

known connection 

between this incident and 

that a couple hours later 

where two people were 

taken into custody after a 

heavy police presence on 

Chicago Avenue.  No other 

information was available. 

Nearly 50-million people will 

be traveling this holiday 

weekend and the Wisconsin 

State Patrol wants drivers to 

slow down and pay 

attention so you can get to 

your destinations safe and 

sound.  Most construction 



zones will be as clear as 

possible for drivers.  In 

Rhinelander travelers should 

note the detours coming in 

from the west on Hwy 8 as 

work continues for the 

roundabout at the 

intersection with Hwy 47.  

There are also changes on 

Stevens Street but the traffic 

flow through the city is slow, 

but steady.   
 

  
Weather upsets some local 
fireworks shows News 7/5/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Mother Nature held off for 

all the parades across north 

central Wisconsin but then 

brought in some fireworks of 

her own just before the 

evening events.  Several 

communities postponed 

their fireworks displays 

because of some nasty little 

storms that blew in with 

heavy rain and lightning.  

Power was out shortly for 

some with only a handful of 

outages early this morning.   

Thousands of people lined 

the streets for Rhinelander’s 

parade yesterday morning.  



And coordinator Dale 

Schlieve who’s been 

heading the event for 

decades said he’s never 

seen so many businesses 

involved.  He said they had 

displays of all kinds and it’s 

refreshing to see businesses 

take part.  After the event 

Mayor Chris Frederickson 

and Alderman Steve Sauer 

and their families spent 

much of the afternoon 

cleaning up the downtown, 

carting off bags of trash 

that people left behind.   

Military personnel led the 

parade in Minocqua on 

Independence Day and for 

good reason, as the 

parade is a major fund 

raiser for the Never 

Forgotten Honor Flight.   

The attorney for the city of 

Superior filed a notice of 

claim for libel and slander 

against a city council 

member.  Jenny Van Sickle 

was censured by the 



council for an online 

posting criticizing attorney 

Frog Prell about a legal 

opinion he authored.  She 

wrote, he has “a long 

established reputation of 

repugnant incompetence” 

and that the opinion was 

the result of “pure laziness”.  

Mayor Jim Paine vetoed 

the council’s decision, but 

was criticized because he’s 

dating Van Sickle.  The 

council then over road the 

veto.   
 

  
Rhinelander law officials 
remind people of things for 
the Hodag Festival News 7/5/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 In advance of the 

weekend opening of this 

year’s Hodag Country 

Festival in Rhinelander, the 

Oneida County Sheriff’s 

office is recommending 

routes of travel to the 

grounds.  They’ve posted a 

map on their Facebook 

page with the best routes to 

avoid congestion and allow 

for the larger RV’s and 

trailers.  The left turn signal 

from Hwy 17 North onto 



Stevens Street is being 

extended from 20 seconds 

to 40 seconds to allow 

ample turn time and keep 

traffic moving.  There will be 

signs notifying traffic of the 

routes beginning next 

week. 

Area lawmakers are still 

reacting to the partial 

vetoes exercised by 

Governor Tony Evers in 

signing the new state 

budget.  While pleased the 

document was largely 

intact, State Representative 

Mary Felzkowski said she 

was troubled because 

some of the vetoes 

demonstrate where 

northwoods communities 

fall on the Governor’s list of 

priorities.  Senator Tom 

Tiffany criticized specific 

cuts to the Lakeland Star 

School and Academy in 

Minocqua , Fab Lab 

spending and funding for 

jail training at North Central 



Technical College.  The 

Hazelhurst Republican said 

it’s clear the Governor is 

only interested in helping 

certain parts of the state 

and has no problem 

leaving rural and northern 

Wisconsin behind. 

Vilas County’s Highway 

Committee will look into 

modifying the ordinance for 

ATV/UTV use on county 

highways year round.  

Presently the machines can 

operate up to December 

first.   The discussion began 

because of the late 

openings of snowmobile 

trails recently.  Supporters 

say ATVs can fill the gap is 

snowmobiles can’t run 

during the holiday season 

and beyond.   
 

  
Two vehicle crash in the 
town of Bradley News 7/8/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A two vehicle crash in the 

Town of Bradley yesterday 

afternoon injured one 

person.  Deputies, Troopers 

and Tomahawk Fire and 

EMS responded to the 



accident on Hwy 8, just east 

of 51 shortly after 1:00.  A 

west bound truck tried to 

avoid traffic that was 

backing up when the driver 

lost control running head on 

into another vehicle.  A 

passenger in that car, a 79-

year old Minnesota woman, 

was treated and released 

at the scene.   

 

An ATV accident injured a 

24-year old Kronenwetter 

woman last night.  She was 

about a mile off Turtle Lake 

Road in the Town of Birch 

when the machine rolled 

on top of her.  The operator 

was taken out of the woods 

to the Spirit 2 medical 

helicopter.  No word on her 

condition this morning.   

 

There were no traffic tie-ups 

as thousands of campers 

descended on the Hodag 

Country Festival grounds in 

Rhinelander over the 



weekend.  The Oneida 

County Sheriff’s 

Department and 

Department of 

Transportation released a 

preferred route map to the 

event, working around the 

construction on the Hwys 8 

& 47 intersection and on 

Stevens Street.  Ticket sales 

have been excellent and 

campers will be enjoying 

the food stands that are 

already open and daily 

entertainment in the 

Pavilion.  Main stage acts 

open Thursday night. 

 

The Hurley Midgets are no 

more.  Six months after the 

school board decided to 

drop the name in January 

following a community 

vote, they’ve settled on the 

Northstars, chosen from 

among 76 nominations for a 

new mascot.  Students, 

teachers and parents said 

people were ready for a 



change. 
 

  
Five democratic candidates 
for president coming to 
Milwaukee News 7/8/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 Five Democratic 

presidential candidates 

bring their campaigns to 

Milwaukee later this week.  

Julian Castro, Beto 

O'Rourke, Bernie Sanders 

and Elizabeth Warren will 

take part in a town hall 

meeting Thursday night at 

the Wisconsin Center.  The 

League of United Latin 

American Citizens is holding 

its national convention.  

Marianne Williamson will 

speak to the same group 

Friday.  Warren is also going 

to appear at a separate 

town hall meeting Thursday 

night at South Division High 

School. 

 A 15-year-old boy tells 

police four older teens beat 

him up last month, leaving 

him in the Wausau School 

Forest.  The victim's name 

hasn't been released.  He 

says Colton Bradberry, 

Curtis Schultz, Mitchell Tesch 



and Devin Noskowiak told 

him they were going to rob 

someone when they picked 

him up June 30th.  He says 

Tesch pulled out a knife 

and told the victim he was 

going to kill him -- and he 

was attacked as he tried to 

run away.  The four 18-year-

old suspects face several 

felony charges including 

child abuse. 

Lincoln county deputies 

assisted as an elderly man 

fell 16 feet from a tree stand 

last night.  The incident was 

reported in the wood off 

County K in the town of 

Birch.  The victim was 

removed from the woods 

by Merrill fire department 

paramedics to the highway 

that was closed for the 

medivac helicopter and 

flown to the trauma center.  

There’s no word on his 

condition. 

That haze you may have 

noticed, or the smell of 



smoke are the result of 

wildfires burning over parts 

of Canda the last few 

weeks. 
 

  
Another ATV crash in 
Lincoln Co.  News 7/9/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Another ATV crash in 

Lincoln County, this one last 

night in the Township of 

Bradley.  A 911 call 

reported a 67-year old 

Tomahawk man was 

traveling on Wadell Road, 

east of Hwy E when he lost 

control of the machine, 

rolled it several times and 

throwing him off.  He was 

not wearing a helmet and 

was pronounced dead at 

Sacred Heart Hospital.  

Deputies say speed was a 

factor.  The name of the 

victim has not yet been 

released. 

Authorities in Marinette 

County are looking for a 

dark-colored GMC four-

door SUV with silver wheels, 

allegedly used in a bank 

robbery in Pembine 

yesterday.  The suspect, 



between 6-2 and 6-5 with a 

thin to medium build is 

believed to be armed and 

dangerous.  The incident 

was reported around 1:15.  

Anyone with information is 

asked to contact the 

department.   

A convicted sex offender is 

due for release in Price 

County later this month.  56-

year old Ron Angelo was 

convicted on several first 

degree sexual assault of a 

child charges four years 

ago.  Serving his sentence, 

he’s due to be released to 

a home on Hwy YY in 

Ogema on the 23rd.   

The DNR wants to require 

hunters in western Wisconsin 

have the deer they take 

during the gun season to 

be inspected for chronic 

wasting disease.  The tested 

would be done across six 

townships in Eau Claire, 

Dunn and Pepin counties.  

CWD has been costly for 



deer farmers recently and 

last year the state and 

federal officials paid them 

more than $330,000 in 

compensation after wiping 

out their herds. 
 

  
Another retail store shutting 
down in Rhinelander News 7/9/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 It’s been confirmed that 

Rhinelander’s Office Max 

store will be closing.  

Company officials say the 

reduction of inventory 

begins at the end of the 

month with doors closing on 

September 7th.  The store 

has been town 19 years.  

There is talk of a new tenant 

for the building on well-

traveled Lincoln Street, but 

there’s nothing official yet.   

A trial for a 29-year-old 

woman charged in a fatal 

drug overdose case has 

been delayed until 

September.  Cassandra 

Staab of Marshfield was 

supposed to face homicide 

charges in a trial starting 

Monday.  She is accused of 

supplying fentanyl-laced 



heroin to 22-year-old 

Thomas Bychinski in January 

2017 before he died.  Staab 

is already serving a three-

year prison term for making 

and selling the drugs. 

For 40 years a Northwoods 

family has been spending a 

summer week fishing in the 

Canadian wilderness, but 

normally it's a lot more 

restful.  The Killians had to 

be flown out of their 

lakeside cabin Saturday 

when the Canadian 

wildfires got too close.  Their 

outfitter had moved them 

to Wagin Lake, which is 

accessible only by airplane 

for safety, but that didn't 

last long.  A Canadian 

emergency helicopter 

rescued them after they 

called on a satellite phone, 

which they say they almost 

never have used. 

Lake Superior set a new 

record high water level for 

July 1st.  June was drier 



than normal, so the big lake 

only rose one-point-two-

inches, but it still stands one-

point-six-inches higher than 

the previous record set 76 

years ago.  Lake Superior 

was 14 inches above 

normal when the month 

started.   
 

  
Wausau man convicted of 
sexually assaulting a minor News 7/10/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 80-year old David Malsch 

was convicted on several 

felony charges for sexually 

assaulting and 

photographing children in 

Marathon County in 1993, 

and a federal warrant in 

2005.  The former priest gets 

out of prison this weekend 

and was originally going to 

be released in Gleason.  

Now he’ll reside on 

Memorial Drive in Merrill.   

Five of the six people killed 

in a fire last month will be 

buried Saturday.  32-year 

old Raymond Michiel, his 

girlfriend 37-year old 

Amanda Bailey-Bocek, their 

daughter, 1-1/2 year old 



Jazmine and Amanda’s 

sons, 7 year old Nathan and 

3 year old Johnny perished 

in a house fire in the early 

morning hours of June 25th 

in the Langlade County Tow 

of Pickerel.  The funeral for 

Amanda’s niece, 10-month 

old Zoe Munoz-Soto was last 

week.  Investigators still 

haven’t determined the 

cause.   

The Governor’s office is 

calling a Republican 

proposal to limit his partial 

veto power a “temper 

tantrum”.  Republicans 

introduced a constitutional 

amendment to prohibit the 

governor from increasing 

funding levels in bills that 

appropriate money.  It 

comes after Democratic 

Governor Tony Evers used 

his partial veto last week to 

up the funding for K-12 

schools by $65-million in the 

state budget.   

Spokeswoman Melissa 



Baldauff says the 

amendment is a temper 

tantrum in response to what 

she said was Evers’ way to 

bring the budget closer to 

what people want.  She 

says Republicans are sore 

losers who want to change 

the rules whenever they 

don’t get their way.  

The ritual of placing chairs 

takes place this afternoon 

at the Hodag Country 

Festival in Rhinelander. 
 

  
Largest landfill owners In the 
state are asking for the right 
to expand News 7/10/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 The owners of the largest 

landfill in the state of 

Wisconsin are asking for D-

N-R approval of an 

expansion.  They want the 

state to let them dig up 

about one-point-three-

million cubic yards of 

contaminated waste at the 

Orchard Ridge landfill in 

Menomonee Falls.  It would 

be moved elsewhere on 

the 725-acre property as a 

part of an expansion 

adding 21 years to the life 



of that landfill.  The 

Waukesha County 

Environmental Action 

League is warning about 

possible threats to the 

environment. 

Weston police say they got 

a tip late last month about 

a home where meth was 

being made.  Police 

charged four people this 

week with running a meth-

making operation.  Felony 

charges have been filed 

against Timothy Kratwell, 

Garrett Kratwell, Desirae 

Kratwell and Katie Hupf.  

Investigators say all four 

were living in the home 

where the items used to 

make the illegal substance 

were found. 

A piece of Tomahawk’s 

history closes this weekend.  

St. Barnabas Episcopal 

Church, which has had a 

presence in the community 

since 1887, will have its final 

service Saturday afternoon.  



Members of the 

congregation along with 

the church and trustees 

decided on the closing.  

The future of the building on 

Merrill Street. 

Foxconn has failed to meet 

job targets so far and has 

downsized the type of 

factory it plans to build.  

Now Governor Tony Evers 

believes the company will 

hire 1500 people by the 

time production begins next 

spring.  The company 

needs to hire more than 

1800 by the end of next 

year to qualify for incentive 

payments the state offered.   
 

  
Vilas Co. looking for help in 
a burglary case News 7/11/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 The Vilas Co Sheriff’s 

Department is looking for 

some help in a burglary in 

Arbor Vitae.  Stingray’s Bar 

and Grill on Hwy 51 had 

their ATM stolen sometime 

Tuesday or Wednesday and 

officials hope someone 

may have seen something.  

The crooks also broke into a 



gaming machine, making 

off with thousands of dollars 

in all.  Officials said entry 

was made through a 

kitchen window.  Anyone 

with information is asked to 

contact the department. 

Last year Dr. Lee Swank got 

the project of a new indoor 

facility for the Rhinelander 

School District going with a 

$500,000 donation.  The 

Hodag Schools Foundation 

followed up this year with 

an additional $700,000 to 

led the school board to 

approve a nearly 92,000 

square foot fabric dome 

and added $5.7 million to 

the project that should be 

completed in time for next 

year’s spring sports season.  

Part of the HSF’s 

contribution came from a 

pledge of a quarter million 

dollars from Rhinelander’s 

Tony and Lori Haug family.  

Both are active in 

community and school 



activities and believe 

Rhinelander needs to move 

forward to keep pace and 

stay attractive to the labor 

force and professionals.  

Lori Haug said 

improvements to the school 

facilities can make this 

happen. 

The 42nd annual Hodag 

Country Festival gets 

underway with main stage 

entertainment tonight.  

Thousands of campers have 

been on the grounds since 

Saturday and last night the 

ritual of chair placement 

took place with the threat 

of rain never materializing.  

Mother Nature will turn up 

the heat for the event that 

runs through Sunday. 
 

  
Annual Hodag country 
festival gets underway 
tonight News 7/11/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 The Vilas Co Sheriff’s 

Department is looking for 

some help in a burglary in 

Arbor Vitae.  Stingray’s Bar 

and Grill on Hwy 51 had 

their ATM stolen sometime 

Tuesday or Wednesday and 



officials hope someone 

may have seen something.  

The crooks also broke into a 

gaming machine, making 

off with thousands of dollars 

in all.  Officials said entry 

was made through a 

kitchen window.  Anyone 

with information is asked to 

contact the department. 

Last year Dr. Lee Swank got 

the project of a new indoor 

facility for the Rhinelander 

School District going with a 

$500,000 donation.  The 

Hodag Schools Foundation 

followed up this year with 

an additional $700,000 to 

led the school board to 

approve a nearly 92,000 

square foot fabric dome 

and added $5.7 million to 

the project that should be 

completed in time for next 

year’s spring sports season.  

Part of the HSF’s 

contribution came from a 

pledge of a quarter million 

dollars from Rhinelander’s 



Tony and Lori Haug family.  

Both are active in 

community and school 

activities and believe 

Rhinelander needs to move 

forward to keep pace and 

stay attractive to the labor 

force and professionals.  

Lori Haug said 

improvements to the school 

facilities can make this 

happen. 

The 42nd annual Hodag 

Country Festival gets 

underway with main stage 

entertainment tonight.  

Thousands of campers have 

been on the grounds since 

Saturday and last night the 

ritual of chair placement 

took place with the threat 

of rain never materializing.  

Mother Nature will turn up 

the heat for the event that 

runs through Sunday. 
 

  
Rhinelander man found 
guilty of trying to arrange a 
meeting with an underage 
girl News 7/12/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Tourism Secretary Sara 

Meaney unveiled a new 

website in Minocqua 

yesterday that she says will 



show what the Northwoods 

is really about.  

Oneidacountywi dot com is 

run by the state and 

showcases activities, events 

and even local businesses 

for tourists in area.  Meaney 

said tourism officials are 

looking forward to a boost 

in this area of the Wisconsin 

economy that is already 

doing well.   

Merrill’s recall election is 

Tuesday and the TB Scott 

Free Library hosted a forum 

last night dealing with the 

issues for the city.  All five of 

the incumbent aldermen 

targeted in the recall 

attended but none of their 

challengers did.  The group 

shared thoughts on how the 

council could be 

approved, future 

challenges and the tax 

increased that triggered 

the movement in the first 

place.   



A Rhinelander man is guilty 

of trying to arrange a 

meeting with a teenage 

girl.  31-year old Anthony 

Zoncki faced a charge of 

using a computer to 

facilitate a child sex crime.  

He was arrested in October 

of 2017 after 

communicating with 

undercover officers posing 

as a 14-year old girl online.     

A Wisconsin flavor of 

country music opened up 

last night’s main stage 

entertainment at the 42nd 

annual Hodag Country 

Festival in Rhinelander.  The 

show opened with Brett 

Westgrove, a Wausau 

Native, now living in 

Nashville.  The trio Northern 

Lights, also calling Music 

City home has Garrett 

Thorn, a native of Sugar 

Camp.  A record setting 

crowd for a Thursday night 

ended with 90s superstars 

Aaron Tippin, Colin Raye 



and Sammy Kershaw on the 

Roots and Boots Tour. 

 

  
Victim of weekend ATV 
crash has been identified News 7/15/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 The victim of a weekend 

ATV crash in Marinette 

County has been identified 

at 49-year old William 

Doyen of DePere.  Because 

the accident occurred on a 

road it’s considered a 

traffic fatality.  The machine 

was destroyed by fire after 

it rolled off Hwy G, just east 

of Hwy 180 in the Town of 

Porterfield on Saturday.  

Another fatal crash that 

day in the county, this one 

in Wausaukee, killed 64-

year old Scott Rupert of 

Marinette.  His motorcycle 

hit a deer on Perch Lake 

Road, left the road and 

went into the trees.   

Gas prices could spike 

thanks to tropical storm 

Barry.  While oil prices have 

been going up already 

affecting the price, the 

storm could cause some of 



the country’s major 

refineries to shut down and 

drive prices even higher.  

There could also be supply 

problems.   

Wisconsin Senator Tammy 

Baldwin is working on 

legislation that would 

prevent private investment 

firms from buying 

companies, selling the 

properties for profit and not 

taking care of employees.  

The move is in response to 

some 3000 former Shopko 

workers, many working 

there for decades, who 

received little or no 

promised severance pay 

after the company went 

bankrupt.   

The stream of campers and 

busses will snake through 

the woods today, leaving 

the grounds of the 42nd 

annual Hodag Country 

Festival in Rhinelander.  

Neal McCoy, playing the 

event for the 27th time 



closed the show last night 

before a capacity crowd.  

Traffic will be heavy at times 

and the weather may slow 

things down even more.   
 

  
Two people hurt in single car 
crash  News 7/15/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 Two people were hurt in a 

single vehicle crash early 

yesterday morning.  The 

Lincoln County sheriff’s 

department reported the 

accident after a 911 call.  

The driver claimed to have 

swerved to miss a deer and 

hit two mailboxes and an 

embankment, rolling the 

vehicle.  The crash reported 

on Lincoln Drive near Hwy K 

just after five.   

A three-year-old child died 

over the weekend after a 

van and dump truck 

collided in western 

Wisconsin. The Chippewa 

County Sheriff's Office says 

a dump truck was heading 

north on Highway 27 near 

Cadott when a minivan 

heading south turned in 

front of it. The two collided, 



killing the child and seriously 

injuring the driver.  

Utility customers in the state 

should see some refunds 

due to low energy costs last 

year.  Published reports 

show customers are in line 

about $25-million in refunds.  

Representatives with 

Wisconsin Public Service say 

their refunds will be around 

$7.1-million or around $5.25 

per customer.  Three other 

public utility companies will 

follow suit. 

From western Wisconsin to 

Milwaukee, people are 

bracing for a week of hot 

and steamy weather that 

could produce severe 

weather. The National 

Weather Service says high 

temperatures will reach the 

upper-80s to lower-90s all 

week. Heat and humidity 

will give much of the state a 

"real feel" of 100 degrees or 

more in some portions of 

southeast Wisconsin. In 



western Wisconsin 

forecasters say there are 

storm threats almost every 

day and some of them 

could be strong or severe. 

The weather service says 

everyone should remember 

to drink plenty of water if 

outside. 
 

  
Criminal charges pending 
against Mich. Man for high 
speed chase News 7/16/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Criminal charges are 

pending against a 47-year 

old Michigan man after a 

high speed chase Sunday 

night.  Stemming from a 

shoplifting complaint at Wal 

Mart, Rhinelander Police 

located Kevin Block on Hwy 

17 North and began pursuit.  

The chase led to speeds up 

to 120 mph.  City police 

were aided by Oneida 

County Deputies and soon 

Vilas was involved where 

they placed a tire deflation 

device on the roadway.  

Block tried to get around 

them, leaving the Hwy and 

crashing into the trees.  He 

was hospitalized in Eagle 



River then airlifted to 

Wausau.  It was later 

learned there was a 

nationwide extradition 

warrant for Block in the 

state of Michigan.  Charges 

are pending from the 

district attorney.  

A 15-year old boy is in 

critical condition, beaten 

with a baseball bat earlier 

this month in Wausau and 

the oldest of the four teens 

arrested is jailed on a 

quarter million dollar bond.  

17 year old Michael Hrobsky 

along with a 16 year old 

and two 15-year olds were 

arrested by investigators.  

He’s expected to be 

charged Friday.  The others 

remain in the Marathon 

County juvenile facility and 

the DA is expected to file a 

petition to waive them into 

adult court.  That decision 

rests with the judge.  

An elderly Marathon 

County man, reported 



missing has been found 

safe and in good health.  

Philip Walter was last seen 

driving his UTV around 5:30 

Sunday night in the Town of 

Pine River, southeast of 

Merrill in Lincoln County.  

The 84-year old was found 

around 11:00 yesterday 

morning.   
 

  
A former state doctor gets 
sentence lowered in death of 
son News 7/16/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 A former doctor in 

Wisconsin's Northwoods has 

pleaded guilty to a lesser 

charge in connection with 

his 20-month-old son's 

death.  Trung Tran originally 

faced two felony charges 

of child abuse.  His wife, 

Ellen Tran, was caring for 

the boy at the time he died 

and she is currently serving 

a 15-year prison sentence.  

Trung Tran will spend two 

weeks in jail after pleading 

guilty to resisting or 

obstructing an officer. 

The home where teenager 

Jayme Closs was 

kidnapped after her 



parents were murdered is 

going to be sold.  The three-

bedroom, one-and-a-half 

bath home is listed on 

Homepath-dot-com.  Jake 

Patterson abducted her 

after shooting her parents 

last October and he's now 

in prison.  The 13-year-old 

girl managed to break free 

after 88 days in captivity.  

The Wisconsin Parole 

Commission has granted 

parole for a former state 

dairy princess who was 

convicted of murder.  Lori 

Esker is now 50 years old 

and she is being freed 

today from a correctional 

facility in Racine County.  

Esker was found guilty of 

killing her former boyfriend's 

fiance in 1990.  Lisa Cihaski 

had been strangled with a 

belt the year before.  

A 55-year-old suspect from 

Curtiss will face several 

felony charges for his 

involvement in an 



Abbotsford shooting last 

May.  Dan Willison hit an 

officer with his vehicle while 

trying to drive away from 

the scene of an incident.  

The Marathon County 

District Attorney's Office has 

determined Officer Kyle 

Jolin was justified in his 

actions when he shot 

Willison. 

And it’s the Brewers and 

Atlanta again tonight at 

Miller Park.   
 

 
Voter turnout light in Merrill 
recall election  News 7/17/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Voter turnout overall was 

light in Merrill’s recall 

election yesterday and one 

of the five aldermen 

targeted was defeated.  

Tim Meehean lost his district 

8 seat to Steve Sabatke by 

18 votes.  The effort was 

prompted by an 

unexpected tax increase in 

the spring.  Common 

Council president Rob 

Norton beat the challenge 

of Eric Dayton, with 

incumbents Paul Russell 



wining over Becky Meyer 

and John Van Leishout just 

got by Shannon Collins.  

Dave Sukow had no 

opposition.     

Felony theft charges were 

filed against 61-year old 

Kimberly Baltus, former 

director of Ascension St. 

Mary’s and Sacred Heart 

Hospital foundations.  Baltus 

was also the former director 

of the Minocqua Area 

Chamber.  She admitted 

stealing nearly $46,000 

between January of 2017 

and last October.  An audit 

requested by Ascension 

discovered the 

discrepancies in the 

accounting.  She’s due 

back in court July 29th. 

The man convicted of 

abducting Jayme Closs 

and killing her parents has 

been moved out of 

Wisconsin.  The Wisconsin 

Department of Corrections 

confirmed the move but 



did not say where Jake 

Patterson will be located.  

He’s serving two life terms 

for the murders and 40 

years for the kidnapping in 

the town of Barron last 

October.  

Home owners in Lincoln and 

Marathon counties have 

seen men, posing as 

contractors offering to 

perform quick repairs or 

preventative maintenance 

for cash.  Lincoln County 

Sheriff Ken Schneider is 

warning residents the work 

performed, if done at all, is 

poor and the suspects take 

off once money is 

exchanged.  He asks any 

suspicious activity be 

reported to the 

department. 
 

 
Police in Wausau looking for 
a missing sex offender News 7/17/19 12p,5p 1:30 

A bill which would require 

the Legislative Reference 

Bureau to draw district 

boundaries isn't expected 

to make it past Republican 

leadership next session.  



Senator Dave Hansen and 

Representative Robyn 

Vining promoted the 

legislation at a Tuesday 

news conference.  They say 

they have three 

Republicans as co-

sponsors.  Democrats tried 

to get the U-S Supreme 

Court to change the 

boundary lines for legislative 

districts earlier this year, but 

the justices said federal 

judges have no role in 

gerrymandering cases. 

Police in Wausau are still 

looking for a missing sex 

offender.  30-year old 

James Begay cut off his 

ankle monitor Monday and 

took off.  And it’s not the 

first time he’s done it.  He 

previously cut off a monitor 

in 2010 and assaulted a 

woman in Wausau which 

led to his latest conviction.  

He also got away in 2016 

and was tracked down a 

week later.  Police say if you 



have any information as to 

Begay’s whereabouts to 

contact their department 

or the Marathon County 

Crimestoppers.   

With 50-thousand visitors 

coming to downtown 

Milwaukee next summer for 

the Democratic National 

Convention you'd think all 

businesses would benefit.  A 

former D-N-C chairman is 

throwing cold water on that 

idea.  Ed Rendell says 

businesses located inside 

the security perimeter might 

be "pretty much screwed."  

He advises local officials to 

push back if the U-S Secret 

Service tries to set excessive 

boundaries.  Inside the 

security perimeter, only 

people with guest badges 

will be able to move freely 

at certain times during the 

conference. 
 

 
A Minocqua contractor back 
in court on theft charges News 7/18/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A Minocqua contractor will 

be back in Vilas County 

Court in September, facing 



felony theft charges.  58-

year old Gerald Stodola 

and his firm were supposed 

to finish the new St. 

Germain Chamber building 

but allegedly failed to notify 

them there was a delay.  

They never did finish the 

work and a complaint was 

filed in February.  He’s 

accused of mishandling 

more than $97,000 on the 

project.  Judge Neal 

Nielsen ruled there’s 

enough evidence of 

wrongdoing to move the 

case forward.   

 

The Antigo School District 

closed several schools the 

last couple years to 

consolidate and save 

money.  That action may 

end up costing more as the 

district is being sued.  At 

issue is the elementary 

school building in Mattoon, 

a village in Shawano 

County just SE of Antigo.  



Parents there fought the 

closing three years ago, 

even going as far as trying 

to form their own school 

district.  Now a group wants 

to buy it for a Christian 

Community Center and 

school.  Antigo says no.  

Administrators say a private 

school would pull more 

students out taking money 

and state aid with it.  

There’s already a suit to 

allow the purchase and the 

Wisconsin Institute for Law 

and Liberty in Milwaukee 

has offered its legal services 

for free.  A hearing next 

week will determine if they 

can join the case.   

 

How hot is it going to get?  

Public schools in Green Bay 

and Appleton are 

cancelling classes 

tomorrow.  The Neenah 

School District is already 

closed.  Heat advisories are 

posted for indices to 110 



degrees into the weekend.   
 

 
State lawmaker speaks on 
President Trump’s remarks News 7/18/19 12p,5p 1:30 

Wisconsin Congressman 

Sean Duffy says President 

Trump's remarks about four 

minority congresswomen 

can't be racist -- because 

he didn't cite anyone's 

race.  He defended the 

president while Democrats 

in the U-S House of 

Representatives were 

voting on a resolution 

condemning the 

comments.  Duffy says the 

four congresswomen 

targeted are all "anti-

American."  Democrats 

asked that Duffy's 

comments be stricken from 

the record. 

As the time to draft up new 

legislative boundaries 

approaches, Democrats 

are making another push to 

have a non-partisan board 

handle the maps.  Dave 

Hansen from Green Bay 

says Republicans had 

control at the time the 



current maps were created 

in 2011. “The new 

boundaries they drew are 

so beyond the pale that 

Wisconsin is considered to 

be one of the most 

gerrymandered states in 

the nation.”  He also called 

out the US Supreme Court 

for declining to hear a 

lawsuit challenging those 

boundaries.  It’s unlikely the 

bill will go anywhere despite 

some GOP support.  

Assembly Speaker Robin 

Vos said Democrats were 

trying to circumvent the 

state Constitution and hand 

over districting to 

‘unaccountable 

bureaucrats’.  

It would be a unique place 

to live.  An online auction 

for the Superior Entry 

lighthouse began last week 

with a minimum bid of 10-

thousand dollars.  The 

National Historic Lighthouse 



Preservation Act has 

resulted in the sale or 

transfer of 139 lighthouses 

out of federal ownership 

over the last 19 years.  The 

Superior structure was built 

in 1913, includes five levels -

- a basement, a two-story 

main area with living 

quarters, and a light tower 

with a functioning lantern. 
 

 
Vehicle crash sends people 
to the hospital News 7/19/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Five people were hurt, two 

flown for further treatment 

yesterday after a three 

vehicle crash west of 

Rhinelander.  The 911 call 

came in about 10:40 near 

North Rifle Road on Hwy 8.  

Officials closed the highway 

and detoured traffic.  

Investigators say one 

vehicle crossed the 

centerline going head on 

into another.  The third 

vehicle got caught up in 

the crash and rolled off the 

road.  No other information 

is available.   

The Department of Public 



Instruction distributed $6.5 

million for services to 

support students' mental 

health in 120 public school 

districts and one 

independent charter 

school.  Rhinelander was 

awarded $73,461, DC 

Everest, Phillips and 

Florence nearly $75,000 and 

Wausau just over $20,000.   

The Oneida County District 

Attorney is reviewing the 

case against county 

forestry director John 

Bilogan.  Investigators say, 

while on county time, he 

used equipment and local 

prison inmates to clear land 

for a road to his private 

property, which he 

improperly purchased, 

recommending misconduct 

in office charges.  He’s 

been with the department 

more than 25 years and has 

been on paid 

administrative leave since 

the spring.   



A Boulder Junction home 

was gutted by fire 

yesterday afternoon.  The 

call coming in shortly after 

1:30 on LaFave Road.  No 

one was home at the time.   

And it could take months to 

determine the cause of the 

fire that killed six people, 

including four young 

children in the early 

morning hours of June 25th 

in the Langlade Country 

Town of Pickerel, northeast 

of Antigo.  The state fire 

marshal is handling the 

investigation.       
 

 
Prosecutors accuse Depere 
man of assault on minor  News 7/19/19 12p,5p 1:30 

Prosecutors accuse a De 

Pere man of beating, 

drugging and using a shock 

collar on a 14-year-old girl.  

A criminal complaint was 

filed against Sanjaya 

Senanayake in Marathon 

County Circuit Court.  

Investigators say the abuse 

started five years ago when 

the girl was nine.  

Senanayake is scheduled to 



return to court next month 

to face charges of felony 

child abuse and false 

imprisonment. 

Officials with the Thorp 

School District are talking 

with their lawyer about how 

to handle the case of a 

principal who is accused of 

being drunk when he was 

involved in a hit-and-run 

crash.  The accident 

happened in Marshfield 

yesterday.  The school 

board plans to meet in 

closed session next week to 

discuss the incident 

involving Principal Craig 

Michaelis.  

When he is sentenced in 

October, a former Wausau 

doctor could get a prison 

term of up to four years.  

Thomas Strick pleaded 

guilty to five counts of 

prescription fraud in federal 

court yesterday.  He had 

been accused of writing 

prescriptions for fentanyl 



patches for patients who 

didn't need them.  He 

allegedly offered the 

patients free home care if 

they returned the patches 

to him for his personal use. 

Senate Majority Leader 

Scott Fitzgerald is calling for 

Wisconsin lawmakers to 

override one of the 

governor's line-item vetoes.  

The Republican made the 

call after Transportation 

Secretary Craig Thompson 

outlined how a new 75-

million dollar grant program 

would work.  It's open to 

any transportation project 

in the state, including 

Milwaukee's streetcar 

called The Hop.  Democrats 

would have to join in for 

Fitzgerald to get the votes 

needed. 
 

 
Tornados confirmed in 
Friday storms News 7/22/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Nine tornadoes were confirmed 

by the National Weather Service 

from Friday’s storms including 

Tripoli in Oneida County, Jeffris in 

Lincoln County and Mosinee in 



southern Marathon.  Heavy rain 

and fierce winds downed trees, 

damaged buildings and left tens 

of thousands of people without 

power in Wisconsin on Saturday 

as a heat warning remained in 

effect for parts of the state. Two 

injuries were reported in 

Trempealeau County, and We 

Energies said it could be days 

before power was restored to 

about 70,000 customers in the 

Green Bay region.  As of the 

early morning hours today 

across the Wisconsin Public 

Service area, nearly 57,000 were 

without power.  Governor Tony 

Evers yesterday declared a state 

of emergency due to the severe 

storms.  The governor’s 

declaration directs all state 

agencies to provide assistance 

and authorizes Maj. Gen. Don 

Dunbar, Wisconsin’s adjutant 

general, to activate the 

National Guard to assist local 

authorities as needed. 
 

The power is restored in Madison 

after a fire and explosion Friday 

morning knocked out electricity 

for thousands of homes and 

businesses.  Madison Gas and 

Electric said there were some 

https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WIGOV/2019/07/21/file_attachments/1251761/EO%20035%20-%20Declaring%20a%20State%20of%20Emergency.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WIGOV/2019/07/21/file_attachments/1251761/EO%20035%20-%20Declaring%20a%20State%20of%20Emergency.pdf


additional outages Friday 

afternoon caused by 

mechanical issues when the 

system was returning to normal.  

There were no injuries in the 

explosion and fires at two 

substations and no heat-related 

injuries.   

 

Menominee Tribal Police say 

high, fast waters and alcohol 

could be factors in a possible 

weekend drowning incident.  

Emergency responders have 

been searching the Keshena 

Falls area for a man who may 

have drowned Saturday.  No 

names have been released.  A 

group of kids told officers a man 

who was swimming had cried for 

help, but they weren't able to 

rescue him and he never 

surfaced. 
 

 
Tony Evers declares state of 
emergency after tornados 
rolled through the state News 7/22/19 12p,5p 1:30 

Governor Tony Evers has 
declared a state of emergency 
after a strong line of 
thunderstorms left a trail of 
damage across Wisconsin.  
The Wisconsin National Guard 
is cleared by the declaration to 
help local communities by the 
governor's action.  It also is 



the first step toward a request 
for federal aid to help pay for 
the clean-up. As of mid-
morning, over 27 thousand 
Wisconsin Public Service 
customers were still without 
power.  
 
Meanwhile, those weekend 
storms in Wisconsin are being 
blamed for two injuries and 
may have been a factor in two 
deaths.  Flying glass cut a 
woman in Galesville Saturday 
when a window was blown in 
by high winds.  A man in a 
camper was hurt when a tree 
was blown over.  Also in 
Trempealeau County, the 
weather is believed to be a 
factor in a fatal car accident.  
And, in Wausau, fire 
investigators are checking to 
see if a lightning strike causes 
a fatal mobile home fire. 
 
The Wisconsin Office of Rural 
Health reports 11 rural 
hospitals have stopped 
routinely delivering babies 
over the last decade.  The 



most recent closures of 
obstetric departments came in 
Ripon and Gransburg two 
years ago.  Despite the 
changes, nearly 99 percent of 
women of child-bearing age in 
Wisconsin live within a 30-
minute drive of a hospital 
which does offer the service.  
Rural hospitals blame the lack 
of on-call providers and fewer 
patients giving birth for the 
closings. 
 

 
Many people without power 
after storms News 7/23/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Power restoration efforts continue 
as thousands are still without power 
because of severe weekend 
storms. WE Energies and 
Wisconsin Public Service both say 
crews are working to restore power 
due to severe storms and tornados 
that hit the state Friday and 
Saturday. The National Weather 
Service has confirmed nine 
tornadoes touched the ground. 
Four of the twisters touched down 
near Green Bay, with two in 
Trempealeau County and two 
confirmed near Wausau and 
Rhinelander.  All nine tornadoes 
were confirmed within a 24-hour 
time period. 
 
There were no employees present 



and no injuries suffered during the 
explosion and fires at two Madison 
M-G-and-E substations last Friday.  
That's why the federal Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration 
says it isn't investigating.  The first 
explosion and fire was reported at 
7:40 A-M, with the second report 
coming in 20 minutes later.  Power 
was knocked out in downtown 
Madison and Governor Tony Evers 
declared a state of emergency 
while closing state government 
building 

 
Construction of a new natural and 
organic foods store in Merrill is 
expected to start in the next few 
weeks. The city is helping move the 
project along with about 200-
thousand dollars in incentive 
funding. Backers say the new 
Golden Harvest store will mean 50 
new jobs to the area. The store is 
planned to be similar to the Golden 
Harvest operation doing business in 
Rhinelander. The store is expected 
to open early next year. 
 
Thousands of Green Bay Packers 
shareholders descend on Lambeau 
Field tomorrow for their annual 
meeting.  The meeting will also be 
live-streamed online. 
 

 
Weekend storms cause News 7/23/19 12p,5p 1:30 

Weekend storms in Wisconsin's 
Northwoods caused more 



more customers to lose 
power than in the last 20 
years 

customers to lose power than at 
any time in the last 20 years.  
Green Bay-based Wisconsin Public 
Service says its crews restored 
power to more than 120-thousand 
customers.  Lightning hit several 
power facilities and W-P-S reports 
more than 100 power poles were 
broken, with falling trees knocking 
down more power lines.  At one 
point, more than one-thousand 
workers were involved in restoring 
service. Many WPS customers are 
still without power as crews 
continue their work. 
 
A former student has agreed to a 
325-thousand dollar settlement with 
the University of Wisconsin System 
over a sexual harassment case.  
The woman identified as A-R in 
court documents said she had a 
consensual relationship with art 
professor Michael Beitz in 2012.  
She told officials at U-W-Oshkosh 
Beitz began to sexually abuse and 
harassment when she tried to 
distance herself from him.  It was 
determined he had violated system 
policies and he resigned in 2015. 
 
A watch-dog group based in 
Madison says there is no evidence 
the Milwaukee streetcar service 
called The Hop does anything to 
bring tourists to the state.  The 
Badger Institute is opposing plans 



by Governor Evers' administration 
to use road money to expand the 
streetcar.  Milwaukee Mayor Tom 
Barrett wants the expanded route 
available when the Democratic 
National Convention is held next 
year.  An institute spokesperson 
says the plan would take needed 
funding away from Wisconsin road 
construction and maintenance. 
 

 
Rhinelander closes a city 
well for testing  News 7/24/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The City of Rhinelander has 
announced the closure of one of 
the wells providing the Cities water, 
following testing for potentially 
unhealthy chemicals in the 
groundwater. The Rhinelander 
Water Utility recently tested the 
cities wells for the presence of a 
series of man-made chemicals that 
go by the abbreviation of PFAS. 
One of the wells showed a high 
enough level of the chemicals to be 
shut down by the city. The Water 
Utility stresses that testing for 
PFAS is not required by the EPA or 
the state and the well shutdown 
was done voluntarily.  The utility 
also determined Rhinelander’s 
water supply is safe to drink. The 
city will continue to monitor the 
situation. More information is 
available on the city of 
Rhinelander’s website. 
 
A Marathon County judge has 
found 70-year-old Robin D. Mendez 



guilty of beating his wife to death in 
1982.  Barbara Mendez died of 
multiple blows to her head which 
were suffered inside the credit 
union office where she worked.  
The bench trial was actually held 
inside an Oneida County Circuit 
courtroom.  Judge Jill Falstad spent 
more than an hour Tuesday 
afternoon explaining why she found 
Mendez guilty. 
 
A 9/11 memorial foundation is 
paying off the home mortgage for 
the family of fallen Appleton 
Firefighter Mitchell Lundgaard.  
Tunnel to Towers C-E-O Frank 
Siller announced yesterday that the 
foundation is paying off 
Lundgaard's mortgage in full and 
the families of five other fallen 
public safety employees.  
Lundgaard was shot and killed May 
15th by a suspect at the Valley 
Transit Center in Appleton. The 
foundation was started in memory 
of New York Firefighter Stephen 
Siller who died in the September 
11th terrorist attacks. 
 

 
Pages of complaints of the 
Rhinelander City  Hall have 
been released News 7/25/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Nearly 80 pages of documents 

surrounding the internal 

investigations of complaints 

within Rhinelander City Hall have 

been released.  Conducted by 

the VonBreesen Law Firm, details 



of the four complaints point to a 

number of questionable 

practices but nothing 

warranting a policy violation or 

warranting legal action.  In the 

matters of former Public Works 

Director Tim Kingman, who filed 

a declaration of no confidence 

in city administrator Daniel Guild, 

the investigation found a culture 

of drawing conclusions based 

on rumor and innuendo, taking 

sides, not following the chain of 

command and a lack of civility 

and resistance to change.  The 

review did not find evidence to 

support violations by Guild.  

Kingman also filed complaints 

regarding harassment and 

retaliation, which the 

investigation found none under 

state or federal law.  The internal 

review also supported the City 

Council’s decision to suspend 

and ultimately release Kingman 

from his duties.  Finally, 

alderperson Dawn Rog 

questioned Guild’s spending 

$13,000 for office furniture that 

blew up into council president 

George Kirby walking out of a 

meeting, alleging the city 

administrator prohibited city 

employees from talking with her 



and complaints of sex 

discrimination.  The investigation 

found the alleged violations of 

the city’s anti-harrassment and 

retaliation policy to be 

unwarranted.  City officials also 

say more information is 

forthcoming. 
 
(Madison, WI)  --  The Wisconsin 
Realtors Association reports home 
sales dropped almost 10 percent 
last month. The average selling 
price for a Wisconsin property was 
more than 200-thousand dollars.  
The Association says there are 
fewer homes available and that is a 
factor in rising prices -- making this 
a seller's market. 

 

 
National Weather Service 
says 16 confirmed tornados 
in the state last week News 7/25/19 12p,5p 1:30 

The National Weather Service 
has confirmed there were 16 
tornadoes produced in 
Wisconsin by last weekend's 
storm system.  Crews are still 
cleaning up storm damage.  
As of yesterday, Wisconsin 
Public Service and WE 
Energies were working to 
restore power to more than 
15-thousand 
customers.  Despite all the 
touchdowns, there still have 



been no reports of serious 
injuries or death. 
 
The Fair Future Tuition Act 
would limit how much the U-W 
System could increase tuition 
if the current freeze is lifted.  
Republican Representative 
Dave Murphy says his 
measure would put protections 
in place for students.  Tuition 
has been frozen since 2013.  
If passed, the University of 
Wisconsin Board of Regents 
could only increase the tuition 
for all students up to the rate 
of the consumer price index 
during the first year after the 
freeze is lifted. 
 
The Wisconsin Department of 
Corrections isn't saying where 
22-year-old Jake Patterson is 
being held.  All records of the 
man serving time for 
kidnapping Jayme Closs and 
killing her parents have been 
erased from public view.  
Patterson was moved to an 
out-of-state prison July 15th 
for safety reasons.  The 



Wisconsin Freedom of 
Information Council calls 
concealing Patterson's 
whereabouts "outrageous." 
 
A two-day conference on 
chronic wasting disease 
continues at the Monona 
Terrace in Madison today, with 
wildlife officials from all over 
the Midwest in attendance.  
Discussion of the latest 
research on C-W-D includes 
how to better manage the 
disease.  By the end of the 
conference this afternoon, 
recommendations for 
improvement will be offered.  
C-W-D attacks deer's brains, 
eventually killing them. 
 

 
Thousands of state 
customers still without power 
after last weeks storms News 7/26/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Wisconsin emergency 
management officials 
report thousands of 
electric customers are still 
without power after last 
weekend's storms.  The 
best estimate as of last 
night was about eight-
thousand homes still in the 



dark.  Nine counties have 
declared a state of 
emergency due to the 
storm damage.  An early 
estimate puts the total 
storm damage at two-
point-three-million dollars -
- a figure which is 
expected to rise as more 
reports come in. 
 
 

A GoFundMe campaign 
set up to cover medical 
expenses has already 
raised 65-thousand dollars 

to assist the medical bills 
of a worker who was fixing 
storm damage in 
Wisconsin Rapids. Brian 
Ortner is said to be 
recovering from spinal 
fractures, but is  paralyzed 
from the waist down.  
Ortner was injured 
Saturday when a tree limb 
hit him in the back.  He 
was clearing debris from 



telephone lines at the time 
of the accident.   
 
U-S Senator Tammy 
Baldwin's bill aimed at 
improving access to 
broadband internet in rural 
areas as passed an 
important test.  The 
Broadband Deployment 
Accuracy and 
Technological Availability 
Act was approved by a 
Senate committee 
Wednesday.  The 
Wisconsin Democrat's 
legislation would improve 
the way the F-C-C maps 
rural areas to help with the 
expansion of broadband 
access.  Up to 20 percent 
of Wisconsin residents 
have limited or no access 
to high-speed internet. 
 

 
More storms dumped more 
rain in the area News 7/29/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

As the cleanup continues 

from last weekend’s 

massive storms, another 



round moved in last night, 

dumping nearly 1-1/2” of 

rain with high winds and 

quite a light show.  It also 

dropped power to an area 

where utility crews are still 

working to restore service 

from a week ago.  Again 

early this morning more 

than 1100 were in the dark 

according to Wisconsin 

Public Service.  Langlade 

County officials asy it may 

be weeks before the 

damage is cleared from last 

week.  One of the hardest 

hit areas in the state, more 

than 200 miles of roads still 

need work, with most 

residents having access to 

their homes.  Drop off sites 

for debris are open and 

authorities say if brush or 

downed trees are being 

burned, permits are 

needed.  Last night’s storms 

forced the cancellation of 

the flag football 

championship last night at 



the Badger State Games in 

Wausau.    

A series of tragic accidents 

claimed several lives over 

the weekend.  Ten year old 

Micah LaSee was killed 

when a handicapped 

accessible van 

inadvertently went into 

reverse, striking the boy in 

his wheelchair behind the 

vehicle in a Marshfield 

parking lot.   One person 

died and two others were 

hurt in a car crash 

yesterday morning in the 

Portage County town of 

Sharon.  The accident 

reported on Hwy, injuring 

the driver and a passenger, 

both from Rosholt and killing 

a 54 year old Amherst 

Junction woman, also a 

passenger.  And authorities 

say a man accidentally ran 

over and killed his 8-year-

old son on a farm in south-

central Wisconsin. 
 



 
Rhinelander city council 
meeting postponed News 7/29/19 12p,5p 1:30 

Last week’s Rhinelander 

City Council meeting was 

cancelled because it 

wasn’t properly posted.  

That’s allowed a number of 

changes to an agenda that 

has been spawning 

headlines with every 

gathering.  Tonight’s 

meeting will deal with the 

search for a city attorney, 

now being filled on an as 

needed basis with the 

Milwaukee-based 

VonBreisen lawfirm as well 

as addressing the practice 

of council members not in 

attendance calling into the 

meetings.  They’ll also 

address the public release 

last week of several internal 

investigations with city 

employees.  The hottest 

topics include, discussion of 

questions from alderman 

Lee Emmer of a 

contaminated city water 

well being shut down and 

public notice for it.  



Alderperson Dawn Rog 

wants to know more about 

a letter sent by 

Administrator Daniel Guild 

to former alderperson 

Sherrie Bellevieu.  She also 

wants to discuss the 

allowing of information 

released on all formerly 

employed, terminated or 

resigned personal files 

immediately if formally 

requested and wants to 

have a performance 

evaluation of administrator 

Guild and possibly a 

change in his job title.  The 

meeting’s at six at city hall. 

Nearly 19-miles of all terrain 

and utility vehicle routes are 

included in the proposed 

master plan for the 

Northern 

Highland/American Legion 

State Forest.  The improved 

access trails along with 

routes on local and county 

roads contribute to a 

system that connects 



communities and provide 

additional recreational 

opportunities.  The public 

can view the draft variance 

of the plan and comment 

on the DNR website.  If 

approved, nearly 70 miles 

of ATV/UTV routes would run 

across the forest lands.  

Comments are taken until 

August 16th. 

 
Area woman accused of 
stealing money is out on bail News 7/30/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Accused of stealing nearly 

$46,000 from the St. Mary’s 

and Sacred Heart hospital 

foundations, Kimberly Baltus 

is free on a $10,000 

signature bond.  The 61-

year old Minocqua woman 

admitted taking the money 

while working as the 

director of those 

organizations.  She’s also 

the former director of the 

Minocqua Area Chamber 

of Commerce.  

Investigators said Baltus 

took the money to pay bills 

but the thefts continued.  

She’s back in Oneida 



County court August 28th.   

 

A cabin and garage in Pine 

Lake were destroyed by fire 

yesterday.  Volunteers were 

deep in the woods off Pine 

Lake Road about 10:30 and 

couldn’t get all their 

equipment in, pumping 

water from Clear Lake.  The 

cause was a debris fire 

started by the owner that 

got out of control. 

Another fire, this one in 

Schofield destroyed a city 

home last night.  Firefighters 

were called to the corner of 

Robert and Spring Streets to 

find the house engulfed.  

No one was home at the 

time and the cause remains 

under investigation.   
 

Cleanup continues today 

after tornadoes rolled into 

Wisconsin Sunday night. 

National Weather Service 

teams are in Polk County, 

Wisconsin assessing 



damage from the severe 

storms.  Despite the 

damage, no injuries were 

reported. Some residents 

were left cleaning up for a 

second straight week 

following the damaging 

storms that rolled through 

the area last weekend. 

While President Trump is 

saying farmers are starting 

to get past the troubles 

caused by tariffs, US 

Senator Ron Johnson 

disagrees.  The Wisconsin 

Republican said new trade 

deals with Canada, Mexico 

and China will provide the 

most relief. 

 

 
More information about the 
storms that ravaged the area 
last week News 7/30/19 12p,5p 1:30 

These numbers are nearly 

as staggering as the storms 

and tornadoes that 

ravaged the state last 

week.  Officials with 

Wisconsin Public Service 

and WE Energies finished 

restoring power and 

replaced or repaired more 



than 900 utility poles, 600 

transformers, 125,000 fuses 

and nearly a million feet of 

wire.  That’s enough wire to 

stretch from Green Bay to 

border of Illinois.  More than 

1000 workers from utility 

crews across the Midwest 

helped in the effort.  Hotels 

offered discount rates and 

restaurants free food for 

workers.   

Road construction 

continues in and around 

Rhinelander with some 

slowdowns expected at the 

Hwys 8 & 47 intersection as 

work on the roundabout 

continues.  On the other 

side of the city, contractors 

are expected to re-route 

the Stevens Street detour 

from Monico to Eagle 

Street.  The change is 

needed for relocating 

sewer lines.  The detour will 

remain for the rest of this 

year’s construction season.   

The deadline for property 



owners to pay the final 

installment of 2018 property 

taxes is tomorrow.  County 

Treasurers remind people to 

include the proper 

paperwork with the 

payments. 

A Democratic lawmaker 

says enforcement of 

Assembly rules is keeping 

him from doing his job as 

well as he should.  

Representative Jimmy 

Anderson is paralyzed and 

says his condition makes it 

difficult to get to some 

committee meetings.  

Republican Assembly 

Speaker Robin Vos won't 

change the rule which 

doesn't allow Anderson to 

attend meetings by phone.  

Vos says lawmakers have 

accommodated 

Anderson's needs in other 

ways.  The Wisconsin Senate 

allows its members to 

phone into committee 

meetings. 
 



 
Rhinelander City Council  News 7/31/19 6a,8a,9a 1:30 

The Rhinelander City Council 
couldn't muster a quorum for a 
regular meeting Monday, but 
may have one tomorrow for an 
informational session on PFAs 
(pea/fass).  MSA Professional 
Services will host an in-house 
lunch time information session 
on the life cycle, regulations 
and solutions for per-and-poly 
flourinated compounds.  The 
noon meeting is in the MSA 
conference rooms at noon at 
their office on Stevens Street 
in Rhinelander.  One of the 
city's wells was recently shut 
down due to the presence of 
the chemical in the water.  
PFAS are found in a wide 
range of consumer products 
that people use daily such as 
cookware and stain 
repellants.  While some forms 
of the compound have been 
banned in this country, many 
imported products contain it.  
State and federal guidelines 
hadn't called for specific 
testing for the chemical in 
municipal wells, but recent 
evidence of long time 



exposure can have adverse 
health outcomes is prompting 
a change. 
 
Chippewa County Sheriff 
James Kowalczyk (koh WALL 
chik)  says 34-year-old Ritchie 
German Junior may have 
been trying to copy the 
kidnapping of Jayme Closs 
last year.  German is accused 
of killing four people and 
himself at two locations 
Sunday.  German had texted 
24-year-old Laile Vang 
seeking a personal 
relationship, but she replied 
that she didn't know him.  He 
killed her and wounded her 
parents after also killing his 
mother, his brother and an 
eight-year-old nephew. 
 
Governor Tony Evers says he 
thinks parents are going to be 
buying school supplies 
whether there is a Tax-Free 
Holiday or not.  Wisconsin 
won't offer the potential 
savings next month.  Evers 
says that was a one-time deal 



under former Republican 
Governor Scott Walker.   
 

 
Illinois residents moving to 
Wis.  News 7/31/19 12p,5p 1:30 

The head of the Wisconsin 
Institute for Law and Liberty is 
contradicting an online story 
about Republican plans to cut 
the governor out of the 
redistricting process.  Rick 
Esenberg says he has never 
heard any such discussion.  
The liberal online publication 
Wisconsin Examiner quoted 
Esenberg as saying he had 
heard about a Republican plan 
to pass a joint resolution on 
redistricting -- in place of a bill 
Democratic Governor Tony 
Evers would have to sign.  
Republican legislative leaders 
say they haven't discussed the 
idea, but they won't rule it out. 
 
 
A study conducted by the 
Marquette Law School finds 
almost three-thousand Illinois 
residents are moving to 
Wisconsin each year -- just 
from the Chicago metro area 
alone.  The cost of living in 



Illinois is said to be a driving 
factor in the moves.  Most of 
the new Wisconsin residents 
are winding up in the 
southeastern part of the state, 
attracted by shorter commutes 
and lower basic living 
expenses. 
 
Governor Tony Evers has 
signed an executive order 
creating a position within the 
Department of Health Services 
to coordinate efforts at 
combatting lead in drinking 
water.  Evers signed the order 
during a ceremony in Kenosha 
Monday.  He's also ordered all 
state agencies to work 
together with the new 
coordinator to address what 
Evers calls the state's lead 
crisis.  No one has been 
named to fill the position yet. 
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Work on Rhinelander football 
stadium begins News 8/1/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

In the wake of Rhinelander 

shutting down one of the 

city wells due to 

contamination, state 

attorney general Josh Kaul 

is demanding federal on 

the chemicals known as 

PFAS, per/floro/alkill and 

poly/floro/alkill.  The 

chemicals, linked to health 

issues, are found in a 

number of household items 

and products and were in a 

high enough concentration 

for the shutdown.  Kaul, 

along with 21 of his peers 

want the man-made 

chemicals on the list of 

hazardous subtances.  It 

may be years for the 

combination of federal and 

state legislation to take 

effect. 

Work on Mike Webster 

Stadium at Rhinelander 

High School began 

yesterday, replacing the 

natural grass field with 



artificial turf.  It’s all part of a 

multi-million project that will 

improve not only the 

athletic programs but the 

community as well.  The turf 

will be in place for this 

year’s season.  Adjacent to 

the field will be a 90,000 

square foot, domed facility 

potentially for soccer, 

softball, tennis and more.  

School officials point to new 

revenue being generated 

with the ability to host 

tournaments year round.  

Construction for the 

complex is expected to 

begin in next spring.   

$11.2-million.  That’s the 

damage estimate from 

Wisconsin Emergency 

Management from the 

recent storm damage.  

Several counties and 

municipalities are still 

cleaning up and that 

number could go higher as 

local officials compute the 

costs and get the estimates 



in.  The Nation Guard is still 

active in Langlade, Polk 

and Barron counties 

helping clear debris and 

restore infrastructure.  

Officials say it could be 

months to complete the 

cleanup effort and get 

firmer numbers.   
 

  
Rhinelander school district 
gets increase in state aid News 8/1/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 The Rhinelander School 

district netted one of the 

largest increases in general 

aid from the department of 

public instruction.  That 

increase was nearly 32% 

from $1.4 million.  Merrill 

received $297,000 more.  

Other districts were not so 

fortunate.  Prentice lost over 

$245,000…Tomahawk a 16% 

drop with $139,000 less.  The 

DPI uses a formula that 

factors in property 

valuation, enrollment, and 

shared costs to calculate 

the aid. As a result, the 

formula affects each district 

differently with some 

districts more reliant on this 



aide than others.  For 

instance, Lakeland receives 

just $25,000 in General Aid. 

The second woman to 

accuse former Badger 

football player Quintez 

Cephus of sexual assault 

says she was so drunk last 

year she remembers very 

little of what happened.  

She took the stand in Dane 

County Circuit Court 

Wednesday, saying she 

didn't remember a photo 

taken of her with Cephus 

sitting at a bar.  She also 

didn't remember sending 

Cephus a text which 

included a heart emoji after 

the alleged attacks.  The 

athlete is accused of 

having forced sex with both 

women in his apartment in 

April 2018. 

A fish apparently turned the 

tables on a 10-year-old 

Franklin boy -- and bit him.  

A-J Campione had to have 

16 stitches in his leg to close 



the big gash he suffered 

while he was in Fox Lake in 

Dodge County.  His mother 

did some research and 

Wendy Campione thinks 

her son was bitten by a 

musky.  One expert says a 

musky biting a human 

being is a rare event and it 

likely mistook the boy's leg 

for food. 
 

  
Rhinelander city council 
agenda has been posted News 8/2/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 For a third time the agenda 

for the Rhinelander City 

Council has been posted.  

The last two weeks the 

body failed to meet and 

the items for action and 

discussion have been piling 

up.  To that end the “large 

list” of request for items to 

be added will be handled 

by a special meeting 

Monday.  Topics include 

the recently closed well 

and contamination issues in 

the water supply and 

personal items from select 

alderpersons including a 

performance evaluation of 



city administrator Daniel 

Guild and discussion of 

possibly changing his job 

title.  Thursday, a special 

meeting to get caught up 

on business items from the 

rescheduled July 22nd 

cancellation then another 

on Monday the 12th in 

regular session.  This 

Monday’s meeting will also 

deal with a lawsuit filed by 

the Northwoods River News 

and Lakeland Times.  The 

publications are taking issue 

with an alleged walking 

quorum, which the district 

attorney, twice, would not 

prosecute.  The council will 

discuss and ultimately act 

on paying the legal fees for 

members Andrew Larson, 

David Holt, Steve Sauer, 

Ryan Rossing and Mayor 

Chris Frederickson in the 

case in Oneida County 

Circuit court.  The suit 

comes from a letter, signed 

by these members, dealing 



with the actions of council 

president George Kirby, 

who walked out of a 

meeting earlier this year.      

 

Assembly Democrats 

introduced a pair of bills 

looking to turn Wisconsin 

into a sanctuary state for 

illegal aliens.  That drew 

quick reaction for 

Representative Rob 

Swearingen who said the 

measures are a slap in the 

face.  The Rhinelander 

Republican said the lives of 

legal citizens should be 

improved first. 
 
 

  
Rhinelander alderman 
targeted in lawsuit against 
city council   News 8/2/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 Alderman Ryan Rossing is 

among five members of the 

Rhinelander City Council 

targeted in a lawsuit for an 

open meeting violation.  

While that is about to move 

through the legal system, 

Rossing, a detective 

sergeant with the Oneida 

County Sheriff’s 



Department, has been on 

administrative leave since 

mid-April, partly due to the 

open meeting issue.  But 

Sheriff Grady Hartman says 

it’s more complex than 

that.  An internal 

investigation has been 

ongoing in the months 

following the suspension 

and Hartman hopes for a 

quick resolution.  The 

Rhinelander River News and 

Lakeland Times brought the 

suit after District Attorney 

Michael Shiek failed to 

prosecute Rossing along 

with aldermen Andrew 

Larson, Steve Sauer and 

Dave Holt along with Mayor 

Chris Frederickson for 

having what’s known as a 

walking quorum when they 

signed a letter critical of 

council president George 

Kirby.   

People buying hunting or 

fishing licenses are being 

warned that not every 



website is legitimate.  The 

DNR says there are 

unauthorized sites which 

take your money, then just 

give you information how to 

apply for a license.  The 

rogue sites also collect your 

personal data.  The best 

place may be the state's 

go wild website.   

President Trump's son says 

his father is focused on 

winning Wisconsin in 2020.  

Eric Trump says Wisconsin is 

front-and-center on the 

president's radar and all 

family members will be 

visiting during the 

campaign.  Trump 

dismissed the significance 

of recent tweets by his 

father targeting former 

House Speaker and 

Wisconsin Republican 

Congressman Paul Ryan.  

He promised the president 

would take the state again 

in the next election. 
 

  News 8/5/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30  A jet ski accident on Lake 



Jet ski accident sends man 
to the hospital 

Nokomis sends an Illinois 

man to the hospital.  The 

Lincoln county sheriff’s 

office reported over the 

weekend the collision of 

two jet skis.  The victim, a 

26-year old Bartlett, IIllinois 

man was found floating in 

the water Friday afternoon 

and taken to shore by 

witnesses.  He was treated 

at the landing and airlifted 

to the trauma center at 

Aspirus hospital in Wausau.  

No other information is 

available.    

A single vehicle rollover 

killed a Ladysmith man 

Friday night.  The accident 

reported on Hwy 70 near 

North Fork Road, north of 

Phillips.  The 17-year old 

driver is hospitalized in Park 

Falls while the 40-year old 

passenger was thrown from 

the vehicle and 

pronounced dead at the 

scene.   

A 29-year old Stevens Point 



man is in the Portage 

Country jail following a high 

risk traffic stop Saturday.  

Police in Point stopped the 

vehicle around six Saturday 

night, acting on information 

the man had made threats 

about shooting law 

enforcement officers.  A 

rifle, ammunition and a 

ballistic vest were found 

and the man was taken 

into custody without 

incident.  He’s on a 

probation hold with 

anticipated charges to 

include possession of a 

firearm by a felon.   

The potential of strong to 

severe storms will return to 

north central Wisconsin 

today.  Storms are 

expected to begin 

impacting the Northwoods 

from 10 to Noon, moving 

into Central Wisconsin from 

Noon to 2 PM, with the risk 

of storms lasting through 

early evening. The storms 



could end up being severe, 

producing damaging 

winds, large hail, 

downpours, and significant 

of lightning. 
 

  
Rhinelander city council 
meets tonight in special 
session News 8/5/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 Rhinelander’s City Council 

meets in special session 

tonight, the first of three 

meetings, making up for 

two recent cancellations.  

This one will address a 

number of items added to 

the agenda from select 

alderpersons.  Lee Emmer 

seeks discussion on the 

contamination that shut 

down one of the city’s wells 

and the testing of the water 

at the nearby municipal 

golf course as well as 

personnel changes within 

city departments.  He also 

wants to review others 

access to alderman emails 

and review potential 

payment of legal fees for 

council members named in 

a formal open meetings 

complaint.  Alderperson 



Dawn Rog wants to review 

releasing personal files as 

requested under open 

record laws, discuss the 

walking quorum issue that 

prompted the legal 

challenge by two area 

newspapers and address a 

letter to a former council 

member sent by City 

Administrator Daniel Guild.  

She’s also looking for a 

performance review for 

Guild and discuss a possible 

change in job title.  The 

meetings at 6:00 at city hall. 

 

Four people were hurt in a 

crash yesterday morning in 

the Lincoln County Town of 

Scott.  The sheriff’s office 

reporting the two car 

accident at the intersection 

of Hwys K and Q shortly 

before noon.  One lane of K 

was closed for about an 

hour. 

 

The highest water level in 69 



years are eroding lakefront 

property and wildlife 

habitat on Lake Superior.  

The big lake is 14-inches 

above the 100 year 

average and nine inches 

above last year.  The water 

level went up 1.2-inches in 

July alone.  

 

  
Another set of storms 
rumbled across the state 
yesterday News 8/6/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Another set of severe 

storms rumbled across north 

central Wisconsin yesterday 

afternoon, dropping heavy 

rain, frequent lightning 

strikes, high winds over 50 

mph again toppled trees 

and cut power.  WPS 

estimated over 14,000 were 

without service and as of 

early this morning that 

number was down to under 

800, most around Three 

Lakes and Harshaw, two 

areas hit hard.  Trees were 

dropped across Hwy 32 at 

Lake Julia Road near Three 

Lakes, closing it a few hours.  

Lightning struck a tree and 



damaged the irrigation 

system at the Pinewood 

Country Club in Harshaw.  

More storms are likely again 

tomorrow afternoon.  

Meanwhile, the Federal 

Emergency management 

agency will be in Stevens 

Point to assess the damage 

from the storms two weeks 

ago.  The community is still 

cleaning debris. 

In the wake of the shootings 

in Texas and Ohio, 

Wisconsin Governor Tony 

Evers wants lawmakers to 

take action.  He’s called on 

the Republican controlled 

legislature to pass a 

universal background 

check bill and another 

making it easier to take 

firearms from people 

deemed a danger to 

themselves or others.  

Republicans have been 

against such measures in 

the past.  Evers said both 

parties should come 



together to address racism 

and gun violence and 

make sure people in the 

state are safe.  Wisconsin’s 

federal lawmakers reacted 

to the mass shootings.  

Senator Ron Johnson, chair 

of the Senate homeland 

security and governmental 

affairs committee said “we 

must remain committed to 

tenaciously rooting these 

cancers out of our society, 

responding to President 

Trump’s comments 

condemning violent 

extremism.  Senator Tammy 

Baldwin said Washington 

has to move forward. 
 

  
A traffic accident north of 
Tomahawk backed up traffic 
last night News 8/6/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 Wisconsin's attorney 

general is advocating for 

universal background 

checks and a "red flag" law 

after mass shootings in El 

Paso and Dayton.  The red 

flag law would let a family 

member or a law 

enforcement officer 

petition the court to stop 



someone who is mentally ill 

from possessing a firearm.  

Democrat Josh Kaul wants 

the Wisconsin Legislature to 

pass more gun control 

measures and he'd like to 

see a public debate.  Kaul 

says he agrees with Donald 

Trump after the president 

called for bipartisan action 

to stop mass shootings.   

Meanwhile, anti-gun groups 

like Moms Demand Action 

and Wisconsin Anti-

Violence Effort -- or WAVE -- 

are urging the public to 

take action.  The Reverend 

Jerry Hancock with WAVE 

says "what we don't 

condemn, we condone."  

He and his group want to 

see public pressure applied 

and mass demonstrations 

held to influence elected 

leaders to respond.  

A traffic accident last night 

backed things up on Hwy L 

just north of Tomahawk.  

The crash was reported 



about 7 and there’s no 

word on injuries. 

Wisconsin Democrats are 

going to introduce bills to 

accept more federal 

funding for Medicaid and 

expand Badgercare. It’s a 

provision that was taken out 

of Governor Tony Evers 

budget by Republicans 

earlier this year.  Evers said 

this will give Republicans a 

chance to make things 

right since they didn’t listen 

to the people and what 

they wanted.  Democrats 

say Wisconsin is losing 

millions of federal dollars 

that already belong to the 

state.  The measure is not 

expected to make it in the 

GOP controlled legislature. 

 

  
Close family home in Barron 
torn down News  8/7/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Requests to consider 

updating rules related to 

recreational vehicle 

regulations and rules 

pertaining to wetland 



mitigation are among the 

items the Wisconsin Natural 

Resources Board will 

address when it meets in 

Wausau next week.  Some 

other issues include the 

deer management 

assistance program, DNR 

fish stocking, a report on 

agency authority to require 

landfills to accept deer 

carcasses and a request to 

authorize a preliminary 

public hearing and 

comment period for 

proposed rules related to 

storm water discharge 

permits. 

The Barron County home 

where two people were 

murdered and a teenager 

kidnapped has been torn 

down.  According to Sheriff 

Chris Fitzgerald, the Closs 

home in Barron was torn 

down by the bank.  He says 

family members were 

aware of the demolition.  In 



October, Jake Patterson 

shot and killed James and 

Denise Closs in the home 

and kidnapped their 

teenage daughter, Jayme.  

He’s now in prison in New 

Mexico.   

Public meetings will 

continue the next couple 

weeks as Lincoln County 

and North Central Health 

Care continue discussion to 

determine if the agency 

should manage Pine Crest 

nursing home in Merrill.   The 

organization, operated by 

Langlade, Lincoln and 

Marathon counties provides 

mental health, addiction, 

developmental disability 

and skilled nursing services.   

Since May they’ve placed 

an interim administrator at 

Pine Crest after the current 

one retired and have been 

handling the day-to-day 

operations.  The county, 

Pine Crest board of trustees 

and NCHC believe it’s in 



the facility’s best interest to 

have the provider maintain 

the management.  Current 

staff would see few 

changes and keep current 

benefits.  

 

  
State gov. to meet with 
republican leaders about gun 
control News 8/7/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 Wisconsin's Democratic 

governor says he will meet 

next week with Republican 

leaders to talk about gun 

control.  The meetings will 

come in response to the 

mass shootings in El Paso 

and Dayton, Ohio.  Senate 

Majority Leader Scott 

Fitzgerald isn't offering 

much hope for quick 

action, saying new gun 

proposals will be discussed 

in closed caucus this fall -- 

as they have been in the 

past.  Governor Evers' call 

for a "red flag" law is getting 

a cool response from 

Republicans. 

The Marathon county 

sheriff’s department 

arrested a registered sex 



offender yesterday from the 

Milwaukee area.  56-year 

old Raymond Hoelzer was 

found at a home in the 

village of Elderon.  A 

warrant was issued for his 

arrest for not following terms 

of his release.  Hoelzer was 

convicted of first degree 

sexual assault of a child in 

1995 and police became 

suspicious of him last month 

when he was seen near a 

school acting suspiciously.   

More changes for the Merrill 

city council as long time 6th 

district alderman Dave 

Sukow resigned.  He was 

among five council 

members targeted by a 

recall vote last month.  Four 

of them, including Sukow 

survived the challeges.  He 

was unopposed.  Mayor 

Derek Woellner said they’ll 

address the vacancy at the 

next council meeting.   

Wisconsinites are more 

diligent about paying off 



their credit card debt than 

other states, but they still 

owe an average of six-

thousand-737 dollars.  Only 

Iowa credit card users are 

more careful.  The highest 

average credit card debt is 

in Alaska -- approaching 11-

thousand dollars. 
 

  
Storms in Rhinelander curtail 
downtown event News 8/8/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A series of storms put an 

early end to Rhinelander’s 

Ridikulous Dae downtown.  

With gusty winds and well 

over an inch of rain, 

merchants were forced to 

begin packing up shortly 

before 1:00.  Business was 

brisk prior to weather 

coming in.  Coming in 

several waves, the storms 

again knocked out power 

to nearly 10,000 WPS 

customers, most in the 

Lakewood and Townsend 

areas as well as Stevens 

Point, where service was 

disrupted for more than 

4000 customers.  Early this 

morning more than 1000 



were still in the dark, most of 

those in Green Bay. 

 

Rhinelander’s City Council is 

scheduled to meet again 

tonight in special session, 

but two alderpersons 

already notified officials 

they won’t be attending.  If 

one more doesn’t show, 

there will again be no 

quorum and the meeting 

will be cancelled.  On the 

abbreviated agenda, 

approval of the planning 

commission’s 

recommendation for the 

new Aspirus clinic building 

on the city’s north side, 

open public hearings on 

the sex offender ordinance 

and regulations for keeping 

animals and fowl within the 

city limits.  They’ll also 

review several claims from 

sewer backups in homes 

due to the road 

construction and examine 

new council bylaws.  The 



meeting starts at 7:15.   

 

Later this month, motorists in 

Rhinelander’s new 

roundabout will go into 

service.  DOT engineers say 

the work is right on 

schedule for completion by 

mid-October.  Beginning 

the week of the 19th, the 

intersection at Hwys 8 & 47 

will open to traffic but the 

detour east into the city on 

8 will still be used until the 

end of the month.   
 

  
Lawsuit filed over Capital 
One News  8/8/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 A class-action lawsuit filed 

yesterday in federal court 

alleges Capital One 

violated the Wisconsin 

Consumer Act.  The 

financial company is 

accused of failing to 

protect the private 

information of Wisconsin 

customers who had applied 

for credit cards.  Capital 

One has reported a data 

breach exposed the 

information of 100-million 



people nationwide during 

March and April.  Social 

Security numbers, bank 

account numbers and 

other types of private 

information were accessed 

by a hacker. 

The Department of Natural 

Resources is expanding the 

Adopt-a-Dumpster and 

Adopt-a-Kiosk programs to 

offer more residents, 

organizations and 

businesses across the state 

the chance to support deer 

hunters having their deer 

tested for chronic wasting 

disease and help prevent 

the spread of the disease.  

The DNR will now offer cost-

sharing as an option for the 

Adopt-a-Dumpster program 

for volunteers to sponsor a 

dumpster during the deer 

season. The main goal of 

the ADD program is to 

provide hunters an option 

for appropriate disposal of 



deer carcass waste, 

especially in areas where 

carcass disposal options are 

limited or not already 

available.  The DNR is also 

looking to expand the 

Adopt-a-Kiosk program 

which works with volunteers 

to make CWD sampling 

more convenient for 

hunters. The kiosks not only 

enhance the hunter 

experience they can also 

help with reaching CWD 

sampling goals by the 

conveniences they provide.  

More information is 

available on the DNR 

website. 

Government realignment 

threatened to close the 

Blackwell Job Corps 

operation in Laona earlier 

this year until a bipartisan 

cry stopped it.  And Senator 

Tammy Baldwin says 

lawmakers need to keep 

the pressure on.  



 

  
Rhinelander city council fails 
to meet again News 8/9/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 For the third time in as 

many weeks the 

Rhinelander City Council 

failed to meet again last 

night.  Unable to muster a 

quorum in a special 

meeting to make up for 

another missed a week 

ago, three council 

members notified city hall 

they were unable to 

attend.  A quorum is 6 of 8 

members not counting the 

mayor.  They’ll try again on 

Monday.   

A 24-year old Park Falls man 

will be back in Price County 

court later this month, 

accused of photographing 

a woman without her 

permission and charged 

with stalking and 

attempted invasion of 

privacy.  Storm Wallenberg 

allegedly tried to take 

pictures up her dress while 

pretending to tie his show.  

Investigators found 



numerous photos taken 

over multiple days.  He’s 

free on a $5000 signature 

bond.   

The National Weather 

Service confirmed it was a 

tornado that touched 

down on Green Bay’s 

southeast side Wednesday 

night.  Peak winds topped 

85 mph causing 

widespread damage over 

an area of six miles.  There 

were no reports of injuries.  

The last time a twister was 

reported in Green Bay was 

2005. 

A temporary fix for a rough 

nearly 2 mile stretch of 

Business 51 from Rothschild 

to Schofield is in the works.  

The communities met with 

the DOT to secure funding 

for asphalt milling on the 

road from Everest Drive to 

the Eau Claire River bridge.  

In 2025, a $9-million project 

will redo the grade 

permanently.  The 



patchwork will be finished 

by fall. 

And the Packers take their 

first pre-season game, a 28-

26 home win over Houston.   
 

  
Missouri man In missing 
Wis. Men missing case, held 
without bail News 8/9/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 The Missouri man held in 

the disappearance of two 

brothers from the Bonduel 

area will stay in jail with no 

bond set.  Garland "Joey" 

Nelson made a Caldwell 

County Circuit Court 

appearance yesterday.  So 

far, he is only charged with 

tampering with a vehicle -- 

a truck being used by 

Nicholas and Justin Diemel.  

Human remains were found 

on Garland's property, 

though they haven't been 

identified yet.  The Diemel 

brothers have been missing 

since July 21st. 

Three million dollars from 

the federal government will 

help Wisconsin community 

health centers, rural 

organizations and schools in 

the battle with substance 



abuse.  The U-S Department 

of Health and Human 

Services announced the 

grant this week.  Local 

agencies are expected to 

use the funding to deal with 

the ongoing opioid crisis.  

Federal officials say the 

number of patients seen at 

treatment centers 

increased by more than 140 

percent between 2016 and 

2018. 

A pastor at Christ 

Community Church in 

Schofield says "it is a sad 

day" when churches have 

to take steps for safety.  

That church has installed 

several security cameras 

and during its services it has 

what is called a concealed 

carry team.  Senior Pastor 

Robert Wilde says 

worshipers feel safer with 

armed people present.  The 

church has a security booth 

where all cameras are 

monitored while people are 



present. 

For the first time in their 130 

year history, the Merrill Fire 

Department has an official 

Fire Chaplain in St. John 

Lutheran Church Pastor 

David Szeto.  He was 

selected from five 

candidates following 

interviews and meetings 

with responders. 
 

  
Drunk driver triggers fire in 
Boulder Jct.  News 8/12/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A drunk driver triggered a 

fire that destroyed a 

Boulder Junction business 

early yesterday.  Just after 

1:30 firefighters were 

dispatched to Gooch’s A-1 

Bar and Grill on Hwy M.  

Departments were still 

being dispatched three 

hours later from across Vilas 

and Oneida counties and 

the UP.  Witnesses said the 

car hit a power pole in the 

parking lot igniting the 

vehicle and the building, 

which is a total loss.  No 

injuries were reported.  The 

driver was arrested, 



charged with OWI. 

 

Lincoln County authorities 

responded to a 911 call 

Sunday morning from a 

man trapped beneath a 

canoe that flipped on the 

Wisconsin River.  The 34-

year old Tomahawk man 

was kept on the phone by 

dispatch for over an hour 

until responders could get 

to him, more than five miles 

from the nearest landing.  

The incident happened on 

a shallow stretch of the river 

north of Hwy A, east of 

Tomahawk.  He was treated 

and released from the 

hospital.  His dog stayed on 

top of the canoe and was 

also taken to safety.   

 

One person was killed and 

another injured in a UTV 

crash yesterday in Adams 

County.  The operator, a 42-

year old man lost control of 

the machine on the 100 



block of 14th Avenue in the 

Town of Rome, hit a 

mailbox and rolled.   The 12-

year old passenger was 

hospitalized.   

 

One person was hurt in a 

two car crash Saturday 

morning.  The head on was 

reported before 11 on Hwy 

47 near Fox Farm Lane in 

Newbold.  One vehicle 

rolled off the road, injuring a 

woman. 
 
 

  
Motorcycle accident injures 
Baraboo man News 8/12/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 Rhinelander’s City Council 

will try again tonight for a 

meeting after a plea from 

Administrator Daniel Guild 

to make sure a quorum will 

be available.  That hasn’t 

happened twice in the last 

two weeks.  The agenda 

has ballooned to more than 

145 pages in the process.  

The meeting’s set for 6:00 at 

City Hall.   

A motorcycle crash in the 

Town of Bradley injured a 



Baraboo man Saturday 

afternoon.  The accident 

reported about 1:00 on Hwy 

S at Herb Mitchell Road 

when a vehicle made a U-

turn in front of the 34-year 

old biker, causing him to hit 

the back of a boat trailer. 

One convicted sex offender 

went missing when he 

removed his G-P-S 

monitoring device and that 

led to questions being 

asked.  Now, broadcast 

reports indicate there are 

13 Wisconsin sex offenders 

which can't be located.  

Thirty-one-year-old Brandon 

King had just been released 

after serving time for sex 

crimes involving a child.  He 

either removed the G-P-S 

tracker or caused it to stop 

working.  There are active 

arrest warrants out in the 

names of the 13 missing 

offenders.   

One person died when his 

home exploded in the Town 



of Lebanon at about 8:45 

Sunday morning.  The dead 

man has been identified as 

the homeowner, but his 

name and age haven't 

been released.  A person 

living nearby says the blast 

shook the entire 

neighborhood.  The 

Waupaca County Sheriff's 

Office put up barriers while 

the incident was 

investigated and no one 

was allowed in until it was 

determined that the area 

was safe again. 
 

  
Formal charges pending 
against Merrill man News 8/13/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A curious news release 

from the Forest County 

Sheriff’s Department last 

night, dispelling rumors of 

threats or the potential for a 

mass shooting.  Sheriff John 

Dennee said his 

department did get a 

request for a welfare check 

on an Illinois resident that 

had been in Oconto 

County and left a suicide 

note.  The person did make 



a purchase at Argonne 

Lumber early yesterday 

morning.  At one point 

yesterday the Forest County 

Potawatomi buildings were 

evacuated but that was 

not at the direction of the 

sheriff’s department.  The 

individual is still being 

sought and there has never 

been any indication of any 

threat.   

 

Formal charges are 

pending against a 23-year 

old Merrill man.  Ryan Bartz 

is accused of recording a 

person using the toilet at a 

private residence in May.  

He allegedly positioned a 

phone in a laundry basket 

near the fixture.  

Investigators were able to 

partially recover the 

deleted files off the device.  

He’s back in court 

September 26th.    

 

A Wausau woman is free on 



a $25,000 signature bond, 

accused of embezzling 

more than $470,000 from 

her employer.  51-year old 

Kristin Lapree faces four 

felony counts, accused of 

taking the money from the 

Rettler Corporation where 

she was the business 

manager.  The thefts 

occurred over a 5-1/2 year 

span.  She allegedly forged 

checks to herself and her 

credit card accounts from 

the company’s checking 

account and admitted the 

thefts to investigators, 

saying she was desperate.  

Substantiated purchases 

included furniture, 

electronics, designer goods, 

hotels and airfare for trips, 

rent for her child’s 

apartment and more.   
 
 

  
Rhinelander city council 
finally meets News  8/13/19  12p,5p 1:30 

 Rhinelander’s City Council 

finally mustered a quorum 

and met last night with all 

members except council 



president George Kirby, to 

a lengthy agenda caused 

by several cancelled 

meetings.  Members 

approved a new ordinance 

creating local restrictions on 

housing proximity, activities 

and event participation 

restrictions for registered sex 

offenders.  They also 

approved a spring ballot 

resolution calling for the 

creation of a nonpartisan 

procedure to prepare for 

legislative and 

congressional redistricting 

plans, addressed security 

issues for city buildings 

having access after hours, 

resolved billing issues with 

the VonBriesen lawfirm, 

representing the city in the 

absence of a city attorney 

and discussed the 

availability of department 

reports for alderpersons on 

at least a monthly basis, 

something they’re not 

getting now.   



The last several years 

Rhinelander’s fire 

department has raised over 

$100,000 for the Muscular 

Dystrophy Association 

through their Fill The Boot 

campaign.  The weekend 

of the Hodag Country 

Festival, firemen stop traffic 

for donations and this year 

raised more than $12,600 

for the cause.  The funds 

help area kids and young 

adults attend a week long 

summer camp. 

Zachary Wakeen tells 

investigators he fell asleep 

after unloading his car and 

forgot his two-year-old son 

was inside.  The boy was left 

there for 10 hours while the 

temperature inside the 

vehicle topped 135 

degrees.  Wakeen entered 

a not guilty plea to child 

neglect charges during a 

hearing in Marathon 

County Circuit Court 

yesterday.  The family says 



the youngster is out of the 

hospital and is doing better. 
 
 

 
Residents of Lincoln Co. 
may join in on lawsuit News 8/14/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Residents in Lincoln County 

may join in a series of 

lawsuits against a local 

contractor.  48-year old 

Raymond Marchel of 

Wautoma is accused of 

taking money for projects 

but never performed the 

work.  He was arrested last 

January and is free on a 

$10,000 signature bond.  In 

Marathon County he’s 

already facing felony and 

misdemeanor charges and 

is due back in court in 

October.  Similar charges 

have been filed in Portage 

County.  The complaints 

allege Marchel cashed 

numerous checks ranging 

from a couple thousand to 

more than $20,000.   

Many Wisconsin farmers are 

feeling the impact of tariffs 

imposed by the Trump 



administration, causing 

once thriving markets to 

disappear.  Some farmers 

and other businesses may 

also be impacted by the 

new US-Mexico-Canada 

Agreement, which replaces 

NAFTA.  Yesterday, Mexico’s 

Consul General was in 

Stevens Point to meet with 

business leaders and discuss 

that impact.  He said the 

partnership can work to 

strengthen local economies 

and make each country 

competitive in the world. 

Last week Lincoln County 

deputies responded to a 

medical emergency on 

Hwy 64 in the Town of Pine 

River.  48-year old Cheryl 

Alexander was revived with 

Narcan for an opiate 

overdose.  27-year old 

Winslow Helsper was also 

treated and 29-year old 

Tashina Alexander was 

arrested for drug possession 

and intent to deliver along 



with two counts of child 

neglect because her one 

year old twins were in the 

vehicle.  All three are from 

Hayward and were driving 

back from a Langlade 

County court appearance.  

They find out tomorrow if 

they’ll head to trial.   

 

 
Injured bus kids take the 
stand News 8/14/19 12p,5p 1:30 

Kids who were on a school 

bus when it was hit by a 

tractor-trailer truck last year 

took the stand in a 

Columbia County 

courtroom Tuesday.  Truck 

driver Wayne Murphy is 

accused of being 

intoxicated when his rig 

slammed into the back of a 

school bus filled with 

students from HOPE 

Christian School.  The 42-

year-old driver from Indiana 

is on trial this week, 

charged with 10 felonies 

and 36 misdemeanors.  

Twenty students were 

injured, four suffering serious 



injuries. 

Wisconsin will join 20 other 

states in a lawsuit 

challenging the E-P-A 

decision to ease restrictions 

on coal-fired power plants.  

The federal Clean Power 

Plan was eliminated in June 

and replaced with new 

rules giving states more 

leeway to decide on 

upgrades for those plants.  

Attorney General Josh Kaul 

says that rule change 

prolongs the country's 

reliance on coal for power.  

The suit was filed in the U-S 

Court of Appeals for the 

District of Columbia. 

The Natural Resources 

Board discussed the impact 

blue-green algae is having 

on Wisconsin during a 

meeting yesterday at Rib 

Mountain State Park.  Part 

of the discussion was a 

case in North Carolina 

where three dogs died just 

a few hours after playing in 



a pond covered by the 

algae.  It can make people 

sick, too.  The D-N-R says it 

has about 800 waterways 

listed as "impaired" under 

the Clean Water Act 

because the toxic algae 

grow there. 

When the Packers take on 

Baltimore tomorrow, 

quarterback Aaron Rodgers 

and his fellow starters on 

both offense and defense 

will see action.   
 

 
Forrest Co. officials address 
mass shooting threat News 8/15/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Earlier this week the Forest 

County Sheriff’s office 

addressed rumors of a mass 

shooting threat, saying 

there was no such thing.  

The word went so far as to 

prompt evacuation of the 

Forest County Potawatomi 

buildings, but law 

enforcement was not 

involved.  They did receive 

information about 

performing a welfare check 

on a person from Oconto 

County who was 



threatening suicide.  That 

individual has now been 

arrested but no other 

information is available. 

 

Wisconsin lawmakers met 

with executives of the 

FoxConn Technology Group 

yesterday but no new 

information was released 

on the discussions that 

included an update on 

company plans.  Party 

leadership met with several 

members of the delegation 

while Governor Tony Evers 

had a separate meeting 

with the electronics giant’s 

chairman, Young Liu.   

 

The remaining two miles of 

the new nine mile stretch of 

the route in Enterprise 

opens tomorrow.  The 

Oneida County Forestry 

Department noted the trail 

connects the Bowman 

parking lot and the Zimmer 

Road parking lot near Hwy 



G and further connects to 

the existing Enterprise Trail 

maintained by the Hodag 

4-Wheelers Club.  The new 

section is run by the Pel-

Cho Mudd Nutz ATV/UTV 

Club.  Bowman Road will no 

longer be used as an active 

route however the Bowman 

Trailhead parking lot is still 

available.   

 

One of the final county fairs 

in the North is underway.  

The Lincoln County fair in 

Merrill, like most others 

provides 4-H displays, rides, 

games, food entertainment 

and more.  The ATV/UTV pull 

is tonight, the demo derby 

Saturday and monster 

trucks 

 
Barron woman returns to 
court on stabbing charge News 8/15/19 12p,5p 1:30 

An Almena woman 

charged with second-

degree intentional 

homicide says she saw her 

boyfriend sleeping with 

another woman and then 

she stabbed him.  Forty-



four-year-old Melanie Kuula 

told investigators she 

grabbed a knife off the 

counter in her apartment 

and attacked Brett Bents.  

Kuula made an 

appearance in Barron 

County court Wednesday 

and she returns to court 

October 1st.  Brents was 

killed last weekend. 

The Trump administration’s 

weakening of the 

Endangered Species Act is 

being criticized.  Former 

Wisconsin DNR Secretary 

George Meyer says this is 

the wrong time to do it.  

He’s now president of the 

Wisconsin Wildlife 

Federation and said the 

changes will make it more 

difficult to protect critical 

habitat.  The action could 

allow the government to 

disregard the possible 

impact of climate change. 

“So land or water areas 

that need to be protected 



for the future for species, 

will not be able to be 

protected under the act,” 

Meyer said.  The 

Endangered Species Act is 

credited with helping save 

scores of animals and 

plants from extinction since 

President Richard Nixon 

signed it into law in 1973. 

The act currently protects 

more than 1,600 species.  

Officials with the new 

Phillips-Medisize plant in 

Hudson say they will be 

filling almost 500 new 

positions at the facility.  The 

hiring will be conducted 

over the next 12-to-18 

months.  Those employees 

can expect to make up to 

17-dollars, 75-cents-an-hour, 

depending on their shift.  

The company calls itself an 

end-to-end provider of 

innovation, development 

and manufacturing 

solutions for the 



pharmaceutical, 

diagnostics and medical 

device market. 
 

 
Rhinelander law officer 
moves on News 8/16/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Since mid-April, Ryan 

Rossing, a detective 

Sergeant with the Oneida 

County Sheriff’s 

Department, has been on 

paid leave.  He’s also an 

alderman for the city of 

Rhinelander where he was 

one of several members 

accused of taking part in 

an open meeting violation 

known as a walking 

quorum, when five council 

members drafted a letter 

critical of council president 

George Kirby.  His 

suspension was said to 

center on that civil 

infraction which was twice 

turned down for 

prosecution by the district 

attorney.  But there’s been 

an internal investigation, 

shrouded in secrecy going 

on at the same time.  Sheriff 

Grady Hartman offered no 



specifics but said it was 

serious enough to warrant 

the suspension.  Rossing 

submitted his resignation 

last week, effective the 24th 

and is now working with the 

Eagle River Police 

department.  He will 

continue serving the 8th 

district in the city.   

Officials in Price County 

recovered the body of a 

missing 59-year old Franklin 

man after he was thrown 

out of his boat Monday.  

The Sheriff’s department 

reported two people were 

aboard when it struck a 

submerged object.  A 61-

year old Milwaukee woman 

was rescued but the man 

disappeared in the waters 

of the North Fork of the 

Flambeau River.  Names 

have not been released.   

People in Portage and 

Wood counties heard 

something that hasn’t been 

around for decades.  Sonic 



booms.  The thundering was 

due to military fighter jets 

on manuveurs, flying at 

supersonic speed.  The 

activity is part of the two-

week Northern Lightning 

annual joint training 

exercise with the Air Force, 

national guard, navy and 

Marine corps. 
 

 
Gov. Evers pushing for more 
stringent background checks 
on gun buyers News 8/16/19 12p,5p 1:30 

Republicans are opposed, 

but Governor Tony Evers 

and his fellow Democrats 

are pushing an expansion 

of background checks for 

Wisconsin gun sales.  The 

governor says the public 

supports the idea after two 

mass shootings in El Paso 

and Dayton earlier this 

month.  There are some 

exemptions to the 

background check 

requirement.  Assembly 

Speaker Robin Vos says it's 

"very unlikely" the 

Legislature would take up a 

universal background 

check proposal. 



A 35-million dollar 

expansion at Reinhart 

Foodservice in Shawano is 

expected to result in 50 

new jobs for the area over 

the next three years.  The 

food distributor is adding 

260-thousand square feet 

to its plant.  Reinhart has 

900 employees at three 

Wisconsin locations.  The 

company also operates 26 

distribution centers 

nationwide. 

You can't fully enjoy 

nature's beauty if you 

spend your time outside 

worried about ticks and 

Lyme disease.  Members of 

an Assembly committee are 

considering a bipartisan bill 

to require insect repellent to 

be sold at all Wisconsin 

state parks.  Cases of Lyme 

disease have more than 

doubled in the state over 

the last 10 years.  Other 

legislation would require the 

Department of Natural 



Sources to post signs 

warning about Lyme 

disease and create a 

committee to study 

ailments carried by ticks. 

Northcentral Technical 

College will launch 

collegiate e-sports this fall.  

Esports takes the form of 

organized multiplayer video 

games from amateur to 

professional levels.  They’ll 

initially compete in 

Overwatch, League of 

Legends and Rocket 

League.  Games will take 

place in a new, state of the 

art e-sports arena on the 

Wausau campus. 
 

 
Gov. Evers wants the state 
to stop using carbon fuels by 
2050 News 8/19/19 6a,7a,.8a 1:30 

Governor Tony Evers wants to the 
state of Wisconsin to eliminate the 
use of carbon-based fuel by 2050.  
The executive order signed Friday 
also creates the Office of 
Sustainability and Clean Energy to 
help promote the development of 
renewable energy and achieve the 
goal of carbon-free electricity.  The 
Republican-controlled legislature 
has already rejected a similar 
proposal.  Evers said,“Unfortunately 



this should have been a priority for 
the entire legislature, but it wasn’t. 
And so we’re making it a priority.”  
The governor says he's extremely 
confident that the utilities in the 
state of Wisconsin are moving 
forward on this issue already. 
 
  

Federal grants of two-and-a-half-
million dollars will pay for the 
installation of solar panels on tribal 
buildings.  The Bad River Band of 
Lake Superior Chippewa in Odanah 
and the Forest County Potawatomi 
Community in Crandon expect to 
save millions of dollars in energy 
bills over the next 25 years.  One 
dozen tribes nationwide got the 
grants.  The money comes from the 
Indian Energy Policy and Programs 
Office in Washington, D-C. 

  

 
 
The Wisconsin Claims Board will 
consider the case of a man who 
spent 25 years in prison for a crime 
he didn't commit.  Derrick Sanders 
is demanding five-point-seven-
million dollars after prosecutors 
dropped the charges last year.  
Compensation for wrongful 
convictions is limited to 25-
thousand dollars in Wisconsin.  If 



the claims board turns Sanders 
down, he could decide to sue.  
Prosecutors in the case reportedly 
don't oppose granting him the full 
amount. 
 
 
Extra law enforcement will be out 
on Wisconsin roads through Labor 
Day, part of the Drive Sober or Get 
Pulled Over campaign. Along with 
the nearly five-thousand officers on 
patrol, the extra enforcement 
includes over 300 drug recognition 
experts.  

 

 
Testing on spring fed water News 8/19/19 12p,5p 1:30 

Test results for a spring-
fed water supply in the 
town of Crescent show 
elevated levels of PFAS. 
The Oneida County Health 
Department recently 
tested water from the 
Crescent Spring on South 
River Road, and found 
significantly elevated 
levels of the potentially 
harmful substance. 
Therefore, the health 
department and the Town 
of Crescent recommend to 



not drink the spring water 
from that source. More 
information can be found 
on the Town of Crescent 
website. 
 
 The Wisconsin Elections 
Commission plans to 
spend up to 30-thousand 
dollars on new computers 
in an effort to keep the 
state's voting process 
secure.  The commission 
was concerned about 
aging systems which could 
affect the security of the 
entire Wisconsin 
infrastructure.  Some 
computers were using the 
X-P operating system, 
which hasn't been updated 
in more than five years.  
Microsoft plans to stop 
offering free updates for 
Windows-7 next year.  The 
W-E-C will take up the 
question again at its next 



meeting in September. 
 
 A man tells deputies with 
the Florence County 
Sheriff's Office, he left a 
woman holding a rope 
connected to his boat 
while he went to get his 
truck at boat trailer.  When 
he returned a few minutes 
later, the woman was 
floating in the Twin Falls 
Flowage at Vagabond 
Park.  No names have 
been released.  The man 
says he got the 48-year-
old woman from Iron 
Mountain, Michigan out of 
the water and started 
doing C-P-R.  She was 
taken to a hospital, but 
she died before doctors 
could help her. 
 

 
State is looking for govt. help 
for storm cleanup News 8/20/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Wisconsin Governor Tony 
Evers is looking to 
Washington for help after 
severe storms, tornadoes and 



flooding left millions of dollars 
in damages last month.  Evers 
sent a letter to President 
Trump requesting a federal 
disaster declaration for 18 
counties and two tribes 
Monday.  Damage 
assessments have put the 
losses at more than 19-and-a-
half million dollars.  If the 
declaration is forthcoming, it 
would help communities 
recover some costs, but 
wouldn't do anything for 
business owners or 
homeowners. 
 
The first pre-cast concrete 
panels at the future site of the 
Foxconn L-C-D plant have 
gone up.  After nearly a year 
of earthmoving, stormwater 
management work and 
temporary roads, the 
foundations are finished and 
what is called "vertical 
construction" is finally 
underway.  The plan is to have 
most of the enclosure done by 
the end of this year.  Phase 
two of the huge project will be 



installing the machinery needs 
to make the L-C-D products, 
with the plant operational by 
the fourth quarter of next year. 
 
Drug and alcohol deaths in 
Wisconsin have more than 
tripled since 1999. That is 
fueling a drop in life 
expectancy for state residents 
in each of the last two years. 
Wisconsin Policy Forum has 
issued a report which finds the 
drug death rate has more than 
quadrupled over the last 20 
years. Babies born between 
2015 and 2017 can expect to 
live 80 years, down from just 
over 80 previously. 
 

 
Tomahawk motel health 
problems News 8/20/19 12p,5p 1:30 

The Lincoln County Health 
Department is investigating 
two confirmed cases of 
Legionnaires disease at a 
motel in Tomahawk.  Two 
guests who stayed at the 
Rodeway Inn and Suites 
contracted the disease.  
Health department scientists 
are trying to find the source.  
That motel has been shut 



down for treatment.  
Legionnaires is called a 
naturally-occurring disease 
which can sometimes build up 
in showers, hot tubs and even 
plumbing systems. 
 
Congressman Ron Kind says 
he hopes to find common 
ground with the president and 
Republicans on lowering the 
cost of prescription drugs.  
During a stop in Eau Claire 
Monday, the Wisconsin 
Democrat was promoting his 
four-step plan.  He wants to 
allow Medicare to negotiate 
drug prices, promote price 
transparency, stop patient 
abuse and lower out-of-pocket 
costs.  Kind says President 
Trump saying he's willing to 
explore drug importation from 
Canada is "an opening." 
 
An 18-year-old Shawano man 
says he just did it to be funny.  
Payton M. Pagel faces six 
charges, including hate-crime 
modifiers, for painting racist 
graffiti on the walls of three 



schools in Shawano.  Police 
say Pagel has admitted the 
vandalism. Pagel is scheduled 
to return to Shawano County 
Circuit Court next month. 
 
Lake Michigan water levels 
have dropped two inches in 
the last month and are 
expected to go down two more 
inches in September. The 
news comes after reports of 
record-setting high levels 
earlier this summer. The 
National Weather Service 
says years of above-average 
rainfall combined with 
expanded winter ice cover 
were factors in setting those 
records.  
 
 

 
Possible laws to help seniors 
and banking News 8/21/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Legislation introduced 
yesterday would allow 
financial advisors and bankers 
to delay questionable 
transaction by their senior 
clients.  State Senator Patrick 
Testin and Representative 
John Macco introduced bills to 
increase the criminal penalties 
for elder abuse.  The 



Republican lawmakers cited 
data from the Wisconsin 
Department of Health Services 
which shows the number of 
elder abuse cases in the state 
growing by 160 percent since 
2001.  If passed, judges would 
have to speed up court 
proceedings in cases involving 
elder victims. 
 
Former House Speaker Paul 
Ryan claims he didn't live in 
Washington during his time in 
Congress, but now he's 
planning to move there.  Ryan 
is leaving Wisconsin for the 
suburbs of our nation's 
capital.  A Ryan aide says 
Paul and his family are 
temporarily renting a house in 
Maryland and will spend time 
there as well as their family 
home in Janesville.  His 
American Idea Foundation will 
still be based in Janesville. 
 
The Barron County Sheriff's 
Office has identified the 
teenager killed by a falling tree 
last week while he helped with 



storm cleanup.  The accident 
happened Friday in Prairie 
Lake.  Fourteen-year-old 
Floyd Lehman died when he 
was hit by a tree another 
cleanup worker was cutting 
down.  He was part of a group 
of people helping with the 
effort in western Wisconsin. 

  

Drivers who try to get away 
from Milwaukee police will find 
their mug photos online soon.  
Police Chief Alfonso Morales 
says his department is going 
to publicly identify reckless 
drivers and people who speed 
away from officers.  Morales 
says he wants Milwaukee 
residents to know who are 
putting lives at risk.   
 

 
Trial for man accused of 
killing a mother and daughter 
could be delayed News 8/21/19 12p,5p 1:30 

Trial for a man accused of 
killing a mother and her 
daughter four years ago could 
be delayed again.  A Brown 
County judge has ordered 
another competency exam for 
Jacob Cayer.  Investigators 
say Cayer broke into his 
former girlfriend's house, 



stabbing Sabrina Teague and 
her mother to death.  Teague's 
boyfriend survived the attack 
and called 9-1-1.  Cayer's trial 
has been delayed several 
times due to repeated 
questions about his mental 
fitness for trial. 
 
A boater who refused medical 
treatment after a weekend 
boat crash has died.  The 
accident happened Saturday 
in a side-channel of the 
Mississippi River near La 
Crosse.  The La Crosse 
County Sheriff's Office reports 
41-year-old Scott Halvorson 
said his injuries were only 
minor the day of the accident, 
but he was admitted to a 
hospital the next day and died 
Monday.  The sheriff's office 
and the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural 
Resources are investigating. 
 
The Winnebago County 
Sheriff's Office is identifying 
the husband and wife from 
Oshkosh who fell into a quarry 



Monday in the Town of 
Poygan.  Deputies say 31-
year-old Alissa A. Bartels died 
in the 40- to 50-foot fall.  
Thirty-one-year-old Lucas 
Bartels was injured and 
airlifted to a hospital, but his 
condition is unknown.  The 
couple was visiting a business 
on County Road D near the 
quarry and a friend found 
them at the bottom of the 
quarry.  People in the area 
tried to help the injured 
couple.  Investigators believe 
the Bartels were not familiar 
with the terrain. 
 

 
Minocqua woman back in 
court on theft charges News 8/22/2019 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A Minocqua woman will be 

back in court next month, 

accused of stealing more 

than $25,000 from the gas 

station she managed.  48-

year old Gina Ozelie 

worked at the Trig’s South 

station and is charged with 

felony theft, taking the 

money from an ATM 

machine.  Investigators said 

she used it for living 

expenses and college costs 



for her child.   

North Central Health Care 

will now manage Merrill’s 

Pinecrest Nursing Home.  

The Lincoln County Board 

approved the takeover in 

part because of operating 

losses.  NCHC is a tri-county 

health care partnership 

between Langlade, Lincoln 

and Marathon counties.  

The Pinecrest Board of 

Trustees has the final say in 

the matter, but is expected 

to approve it.   

The Marathon County 

Board today will meet to 

discuss how to handle a 

couple retirements.  County 

Administrator Brad Karger is 

stepping down at the end 

of the year and a search 

committee is being 

created.  They’ll also talk 

about County Clerk Nan 

Kottke’s retirement after 

being in the job 48 years.  

She leaves next month.  

Supervisors will recommend 



appointing someone to fill 

the remainder of her term 

until the November 2020 

elections.   

More than 2000 workers are 

needed as Kwik Trip 

locations across Wisconsin, 

Minnesota and Iowa 

continue to expand.  The 

company had open 

interviews yesterday at 

each of its 683 locations.  

Anyone 16 or older came 

to apply and still can via 

the company’s website.   

The Packers take on 

Oakland tonight in their 

third pre-season games but 

quarterback Aaron Rodgers 

is still a question mark.  He 

says practices are more 

important. 
 

Prescription medicine prices 
being looked at for a 
possible change 
 News 8/22/2019 12p,5p 1:30 

Wisconsin Governor Tony 

Evers says picking up a 

prescription medication 

"shouldn't break the bank."  

The governor signed an 

executive order yesterday 

creating a task force aimed 



at reducing prescription 

drug prices in the state.  The 

task force will gather and 

analyze data on 

development, pricing, 

distribution and purchasing 

of the vital drugs.  A close 

look will be taken at 

strategies pursued in other 

states to reduce the prices. 

 

The Barron County Sheriff's 

Office investigation of a 

baby's death is still active.  

Emergency responders 

were called Tuesday 

morning shortly before 4:30 

about a non-breathing 10-

month-old baby.  The Bear 

Lake Haugen Fire 

Department, a Lakeview 

Medical Center ambulance 

and a Life Link helicopter 

were all dispatched to the 

location just outside 

Haugen.  Life-saving 

measures were attempted, 

but the baby died before it 

could be transported. 



 

High school and junior high 

student-athletes in 

Wisconsin Interscholastic 

Athletic Association 

member schools have been 

covered by concussion 

insurance.  Now entering its 

third year of the program, 

the policy handled 443 

claims and paid out more 

than $212,000.  Wisconsin 

was the fourth state in the 

country to provide this 

coverage through the 

WIAA.  Nearly 80,000 

student-athletes are 

covered with zero out of 

pocket costs for treating 

concussions. 
 

The Village of Somerset 

passed an ordinance this 

week prohibiting the use of 

Village Park as a stopping 

off point for tubers on the 

Apple River.  The Rivers 

Edge tubing company 

serves 30-thousand clients 



every summer and has 

been in business for 74 years 

and they say the decision 

will now put them out of 

business.   
 

 
Accident in Boulder Jct. 
leaves 1 dead and 1 injured News 8/23/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A traffic accident in Boulder 

Junction yesterday morning 

leaves one person dead 

and another injured.  The 

crash reported shortly 

before 9:00 on Hwy 51 and 

County H where a truck 

broadsided a van when it 

didn’t stop to cross the 

highway.   

The State Trooper involved 

in a crash that killed two 

men will not face charges.  

The WI Department of 

Justice investigation found 

Trooper Jeffery Hoffman 

was not at fault April 29th 

when he put tire spikes 

across the road to stop a 

kidnapping suspect.  The 

speeding vehicle hit the 

spikes then crashed into the 

back of a semi trailer on I-39 

near Portage, killing 24-year 



old TerRance Phillit Simmons 

and 25-year old Terrance 

Simmons.  Everest metro 

police responded to a 

battery report the night 

before the incident where a 

woman had been beaten 

and forcefully taken.  

Another woman was 

assaulted when trying to 

intervene.  The suspect was 

the younger of the two.   

Gov. Tony Evers says 

Republican concerns over 

a pair of gun control bills 

he’s pushing is “BS” and 

may force lawmakers into a 

special session to take up 

the measures.  The 

Democrat said if there’s no 

debate, Republicans will 

pay the price at the next 

election.  Evers wants 

universal background 

checks and a measure to 

take firearms from people 

found to be a risk.  The GOP 

maintains neither issue will 



make it.  

With problems with the end 

zones on the playing 

surface in Canada, and a 

shortened field to 80 yards, 

the Packers lost to Oakland 

last night 22-21.   

 

 
High cost of prescription 
drugs are being discussed 
by lawmakers News 8/23/19 12p,5p 1:30 

The high cost of prescription 

drugs was the topic at a 

roundtable this morning in 

Bloomington, Minnesota, 

hosted by U-S Senator Tina 

Smith, Governor Tim Walz, 

Wisconsin Governor Tony 

Evers and U-S Senator 

Tammy Baldwin.  Medical 

professionals and 

community health experts 

also took part in the 

discussion and heard about 

challenges families are 

facing in affording their 

medications.  Governor 

Walz has met continued 

resistance from Republicans 

as he pushes for a 

statewide insulin assistance 



program. 

Because of lower than 

expected fuel costs last 

year, customers of 

Wisconsin public service will 

get small refunds on their 

bill later this year.  The 

impact of the refunds on 

individual bills will vary 

depending on their power 

uses but the average 

household will see a credit 

for an average of $5.78. 

A recent study found nearly 

1000 people a day leave 

Milwaukee and use 

Chicago’s O’Hare airport to 

fly internationally.  And 

officials at Milwaukee’s 

Mitchell International Airport 

are looking for $25-million in 

next year’s county budget 

for work on a new terminal 

that’s been in the planning 

stage for years.   

Almost half of the 

delegates to next summer's 

Democratic National 

Convention in Milwaukee 



will actually be staying in 

Illinois hotels.  Party officials 

have started calling the 

major event a "regional 

convention."  Delegates 

from more than a dozen 

states will be located in 

Rosemont, Illinois, more 

than 80 miles from 

downtown Milwaukee.  

Visitors from 10 states will 

spend their off time in 

Pewaukee, Brookfield and 

Wauwatosa.  The 2020 

convention is expected to 

draw 50-thousand visitors to 

the area. 
 
 

 
Two Lincoln Co. deputies 
were involved in shootings 
over the weekend News 8/26/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Two Lincoln County 

Deputies were involved in a 

shooting Saturday night.  

The investigation closed 

Hwy 64 west of Mill Road in 

the Town of Corning.  The 

suspect, whose injuries are 

unknown, was flown from 

the scene.  No other 

information is available and 

an update on the incident 



is expected later today. 

Investigators in Langlade 

County are looking into a 

fatal ATV crash Saturday 

night that killed a 25-year 

old man.  The accident 

report around 11 in the 

Town of Ainsworth.   

A woman died in a four car 

crash in the Kohl’s parking 

lot in Rib Mountain 

yesterday afternoon.  

Another person is 

hospitalized with severe 

injuries.  Officials with the 

Marathon County Sheriff’s 

Department say speed 

contributed to the crash.   

One day after Rhinelander 

Mayor Chris Frederickson 

demanded a meeting with 

Governor Tony Evers over 

PFAs contamination in city 

water, Evers issued an 

executive order concerning 

the human made 

chemicals.  The new state 

standard is 20-parts per 

trillion where the federal 



standard is at 70 parts.  The 

chemicals are virtually 

everywhere from non-stick 

cookware and food 

containers to the foam 

used in firefighting.  The city 

council discusses the matter 

again in their meeting 

tonight. 

One farming category 

Wisconsin leads nationally is 

nothing to brag about as 

family farms continue to go 

bankrupt.  The American 

Farm Bureau Federation 

found in the last year, state 

farmers filed 45 Chapter 12 

bankruptcies, down five 

from the previous year but 

still the highest number in 

the country.  Depressed 

milk prices were a major 

factor in collapse. 
 

Update on lawman who was 
shot over the weekend 
 News 8/26/19 12p,5p 1:20 

An update on the officer 

involved shooting in Lincoln 

County over the weekend.  

The Sheriff’s Department 

reported the incident 

Saturday night during a 



traffic stop involving a 

suspect in a domestic 

dispute.  The driver got out 

and displayed a weapon 

when the deputy, with 13 

years experience, fired.  The 

46-year old Merrill man was 

airlifted for treatment and is 

in stable condition.  The 

names are not being 

released as the 

investigation continues.  The 

deputy is on paid 

administrative leave 

pending that outcome.  

Another sizeable agenda 

for Rhinelander’s City 

Council tonight.  Among 

the items, more discussion 

on the water situation that’s 

already closed down one 

well.  Alderperson’s will also 

act on proposals to create 

a new technology position 

and address staffing with 

an executive secretary, city 

attorney, public works 

director and human 

resources.  They’ll also 



address invoices submitted 

by the VonBriesen law firm 

and discuss a 

recommendation to have 

walking quorum-related 

charges removed from 

those and all future city 

costs.   

The number of drug and 

alcohol-related deaths has 

more than tripled over the 

last 20 years.  Suicide rates 

in Wisconsin set a record 

just two years ago.  Those 

are the major factors in the 

state's life expectancy 

going down for two years 

in-a-row, according to 

Wisconsin Policy Forum.  A 

baby born between 2015 

and 2017 can expect to live 

80 years.  The report finds 

Wisconsin had 65 deaths 

from opioid use in 1999 and 

901 in 2017. 

The Iowa-based Hy-Vee 

grocery store chain is 

working with payment card 

networks to identify what 



customer account 

information has been 

stolen.   
 

 
Congressman Duffy stepping 
down News 8/27/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Wisconsin Congressman 

Sean Duffy is stepping 

down.  In a social media 

post the 45-year old 

Republican said his wife is 

expecting and the infant 

has a heart condition so he 

plans to leave office next 

month to support his family.  

The baby girl will be Duffy’s 

ninth child.  He was elected 

in 2010, replacing longtime 

Congressman Dave Obey 

who took office in 1969.  

State Senator Tom Tiffany is 

considering running for the 

position.  Governor Tony 

Evers can call a special 

election to fill the remainder 

of the term.   

An elk from a breeding 

farm in Burnett County has 

tested positive for chronic 

wasting disease.  The WI 

Department of Agriculture, 

Trade and Consumer 



Protection quarantined the 

farm and remaining 

animals, which will be 

tested.  The elk was 

euthanized because of an 

injury when the disease was 

discovered.   

The woman killed in a Rib 

Mountain crash Sunday 

afternoon is identified as 31-

year old Danielle Dahlquist 

of Wausau.  She died when 

her car was hit by another 

vehicle traveling at high 

speed through the parking 

lot at Kohl’s.  One other 

person was hurt.   

US Senator Ron Johnson’s 

been denied a visa by the 

Russian government.  The 

Wisconsin Republican, who 

chairs the Senate Foreign 

Relations Committee’s 

subcommite on Europe and 

Regional Security, said the 

Russian Federation is 

refusing to let him visit the 

country as part of a 

congressional delegation.  



There’s no word on when 

the trip is planned, who else 

is on the delegation, why 

they’re going or why he 

was denied a visa.   
 

 
Trial date set for Marathon 
Co. man accused of killing 
the father of his girlfriend News 8/27/19 12p,5p 1:30 

A February trial date is set in 

Marathon County for a 56-

year-old man accused of 

killing the father of his 

former girlfriend.  Seventy-

seven-year-old Lyle Leith 

was beaten to death last 

year.  Prosecutors say he 

and Lee Franck argued 

about Frank's relationship 

with Leith's daughter.  The 

older man's body was 

found in Wausau in a 

garage belonging to 

Franck. 

A Legislative Fiscal Bureau 

analysis finds Wisconsin tax 

collections were up about 

seven-point-four percent in 

the fiscal year ending June 

30th.  Revenue collected 

totaled 17-point-three-

billion dollars.  Figures 

released yesterday show 



the state collected about 

75-and-a-half-million dollars 

more than the bureau's 

projections last May.  Sales 

tax collections were about 

five-point-seven-billion 

dollars and income taxes 

totaled about nine-billion. 

More Wisconsin parents are 

choosing not to vaccinate 

their kids.  Wisconsin is one 

of 15 states where parents 

are allowed to file a 

personal conviction waiver 

and remove their children 

from school immunization 

requirements.  State officials 

say the number of waivers 

filed has quadrupled over 

the last two decades and 

doctors worry the trend 

could eventually lead to a 

major measles outbreak. 

If you’re not sure if your 

home or business’s flood 

insurance is up to date, 

now’s the time to check.  

FEMA flood insurance 

liaison James Sink says flood 



insurance is separate from 

regular insurance, and it 

works differently as well.  An 

inch of water in the 

basement can cause up to 

$25,000 worth of damage.  

Sink says most home 

insurance policies don’t 

cover floods, and most 

flood insurance policies 

don’t automatically renew, 

so it’s always good to 

check and make sure 

you’re covered. 

 

 
Area man found dead in 
home News 8/28/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The Oneida County Sheriff’s 

Department along with 

Newbold first responders 

and the medical examiner 

responded to a call shortly 

before 10 yesterday 

morning for a person found 

deceased in their home.  

The cause of death 

according to investigators 

was a drug overdose.  

Despite identification being 

made on social media, no 



other information has been 

officially released.  Officials 

issued a news release to 

notify the public as the 

controlled substance was 

likely obtained in the 

county.   

Area lawmakers are putting 

some of the blame for a 

lack of business growth 

across the North on 

railroads.  Canadian 

National Railway disagrees.  

At a hearing yesterday at 

the high school in 

Rhinelander State Senator 

Tom Tiffany said the lack of 

rail freight service is costing 

the area millions.  Mills in 

Tomahawk and 

Rhinelander are some of 

the greatest impacted by 

what businesses say is 

unreliable or irregular rail 

service from CN to the 

area.  Railroad officials said 

service follows demand but 

they don’t see any.  The 

Hazelhurst Republican 



disagrees saying not 

running freight service is 

keeping companies from 

expanding.  Canadian 

National owns most of the 

track across the North and 

UP. 

Tiffany, meanwhile added 

more insight to the 

possibility of running for 

Congressman Sean Duffy’s 

seat.  Duffy, a Wausau 

Republican, announced 

Monday he’s stepping 

down next month to spend 

more time with his family.  

Tiffany said he’d been 

looking forward to the 

chance to run for federal 

office and he’d be the 

logical candidate for the 7th 

District, which includes most 

of the area he now serves in 

the state Senate. 
 

 
Vaping products are to easy 
for young people to buy News 8/28/19 12p,5p 1:30 

A bipartisan group of 

Wisconsin lawmakers says it 

is too easy for high school 

students to buy vaping 

products.  That's why work is 



being done on legislation to 

raise the minimum wage for 

buying all tobacco and 

nicotine products to 21.  

Giving to an underage 

person would also be 

against the law.  The 

Wisconsin Department of 

Health Services reports the 

use of e-cigarettes 

increased 154 percent the 

last five years. 

A major disaster declaration 

for 17 Wisconsin counties 

means local governments 

impacted by severe storms 

last month can apply for 

federal recovery 

assistance.  Crews have 

assessed damages from the 

storms at more than 19-

and-a-half-million dollars 

from severe thunderstorms, 

tornadoes and flooding.   

A Portage County judge set 

a September trial date for a 

fugitive who was on the run 

for three years.  Benjamin 

Button is charged with 



several felonies for the 

sexual assault of a child.  He 

had been sought since 

2016 when he failed to 

show up for a court 

appearance.  He'd been 

living in a bunker near the 

Ice Age Trail in Marathon 

County ever since. 

The Fox Valley Workforce 

Development Board reports 

it is helping 41 Kmart 

employees who stand to 

lose their jobs in November.  

Those workers could be 

eligible to get up to 30-

thousand dollars through 

the national Retail 

Dislocated Worker Grant 

program.  The money 

would be used for training 

for new careers, including 

tuition, housing and other 

needs.  The Waupaca store 

is scheduled to close in mid-

November, even though 

the location wasn't listed in 

previous closing 

announcements. 
 



 
Motorcycle crash kills the 
driver  News 8/29/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A motorcycle crash in Sugar 

Camp killed the operator 

last night.  The bike was the 

lone vehicle as investigators 

with the State Patrol work to 

figure out how it happened 

just after 10:30 on Hwy 17 

and County D, closing the 

highway for nearly two 

hours.   
 

Delays due to increased 

traffic into Rhinelander on 

Kemp Street have been 

alleviated as the DOT 

opened the Hwy 8 bypass 

over the Wisconsin River 

bridge late yesterday.  The 

temporary lights at Kemp 

and Boyce Drive had 

drivers backed up to the 

next set of lights on Arbutus 

Street, better than three 

blocks, as drivers, 

attempting to turn left on 

Boyce tied up traffic.  DOT 

engineers, in opening the 

bypass, say that should 

allow a better traffic flow 



since those drivers no 

longer have to head up 

Kemp Street to return to 

Hwy 8.  Paving is set to start 

on the westbound lanes of 

the highway now and 

drivers will be rerouted 

once again as the projects 

nears completion.   

 

In advance of the 

entertainment Friday night 

at the World Championship 

Off Road Races in 

Crandon, Hwy 8 into the 

city will be closed and 

rerouted between 6 and 11 

pm tomorrow.  Forest 

County Sheriff John Denney 

said the highway will be 

closed between County 

Hwy S to the west and Rosa 

Road by the high school.  

Concert goers will be able 

to get through for parking.  

Traffic will be rerouted to 

Hwy 55 to Hwy S around 

Crandon.  Approaching 

traffic will also see a speed 



limit reduction to 25 mph 

entering the area.   

 
 

 
Part of hiway through Sugar 
Camp closed due to 
motorcycle crash and death News 8/28/19 12p,5p 1:30 

Hwy 17 in Sugar Camp was 

closed overnight and didn’t 

reopen until 8:00 this 

morning following a 

motorcycle accident that 

claimed the life of the 

operator.  The accident 

was called in shortly after 

10:30 reporting the bike in 

the middle of road by 

County D and the victim 

not breathing.  The crash is 

still under investigation. 

 

Following a suspected drug 

overdose in Newbold 

Tuesday, the Oneida 

county sheriff’s office is 

warning the public about 

drugs laced with fentanyl 

circulating in the area.  

Capt. Terri Hook said that 

makes an already 

dangerous drug even worse 

and the drug problem here 



is real. 

 

Wisconsin's attorney 

general and Republican 

lawmakers are at an 

impasse over how to settle 

some lawsuits.  One of the 

bills passed during last 

year's lame-duck special 

session gave the lawmakers 

the final say over settling 

cases.  Millions of dollars are 

said to be at stake in 11 

lawsuits and the parties say 

there is no agreement 

imminent.  Attorney 

General Josh Kaul wants 

members of a legislative 

committee to sign 

confidentiality agreements 

before discussing the cases, 

but Republicans have 

refused. 

 

Russian officials say two U-S 

Senators denied visas 

already knew they were 

barred from visiting that 

country.  Senator Ron 



Johnson reported earlier this 

week that his visa 

application had been 

denied.  Johnson was 

wanting to travel to the 

country with a 

congressional delegation.  

He and Senator Chris 

Murphy have been critics of 

Russia and have called for 

additional sanctions against 

the country.  Russia says the 

Wisconsin Republican never 

officially applied for a visa 

at its Washington embassy. 
 

 
Merrill man in Lincoln Co. jail 
after shooting News 8/30/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A Merrill man is in the 

Lincoln county jail.  46-year 

old Daniel Boldt is due in 

court next week for his part 

in a shooting last Saturday 

night.  Boldt was 

hospitalized after being shot 

by deputy Travis Watruba.  

Boldt was a suspect in a 

domestic-related incident 

and was stopped by the 

deputy when he got out of 

the vehicle holding a 

weapon.  He was treated 



for the wound and arrested.  

He faces five charges of 

possessing a firearm as a 

felon, battery and disorderly 

conduct.   

Oneida County 

investigators arrested 53-

year old Jeffrey Liebscher of 

Sugar Camp in the death of 

a motorcyclist Wednesday 

night.  23-year old Sean 

Holtslander of St. Germain 

was killed when his bike was 

allegedly hit by Liebscher, 

who fled the scene.  A 911 

call reported the machine 

and victim in the middle of 

Hwy 17.  Liebscher is 

charged with hit and run 

causing death and 

homicide by negligent use 

of a vehicle.  He’s in court 

later today.   

Governor Tony Evers hasn’t 

announced when a special 

election would be held for 

the 7th district congressional 

seat being vacated by 

Sean Duffy.  The Wausau 



Republican is leaving office 

next month to spend more 

time with his family.  

Yesterday, Air Force 

veteran Spencer 

Zimmerman announced his 

candidacy for the position.  

Zimmerman, from 

Janesville, ran 

unsuccessfully for several 

other offices in the past.  A 

Democrat, Zimmerman said 

he’ll move into the district if 

elected.   

The Green Bay Packers 

finished up the preseason 

last night with a 27-20 win 

over the Kansas City Chiefs 

at Lambeau Field. 
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Work on Rhinelander football 
stadium begins News 8/1/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

In the wake of Rhinelander 

shutting down one of the 



city wells due to 

contamination, state 

attorney general Josh Kaul 

is demanding federal on 

the chemicals known as 

PFAS, per/floro/alkill and 

poly/floro/alkill.  The 

chemicals, linked to health 

issues, are found in a 

number of household items 

and products and were in a 

high enough concentration 

for the shutdown.  Kaul, 

along with 21 of his peers 

want the man-made 

chemicals on the list of 

hazardous subtances.  It 

may be years for the 

combination of federal and 

state legislation to take 

effect. 

Work on Mike Webster 

Stadium at Rhinelander 

High School began 

yesterday, replacing the 

natural grass field with 

artificial turf.  It’s all part of a 

multi-million project that will 

improve not only the 



athletic programs but the 

community as well.  The turf 

will be in place for this 

year’s season.  Adjacent to 

the field will be a 90,000 

square foot, domed facility 

potentially for soccer, 

softball, tennis and more.  

School officials point to new 

revenue being generated 

with the ability to host 

tournaments year round.  

Construction for the 

complex is expected to 

begin in next spring.   

$11.2-million.  That’s the 

damage estimate from 

Wisconsin Emergency 

Management from the 

recent storm damage.  

Several counties and 

municipalities are still 

cleaning up and that 

number could go higher as 

local officials compute the 

costs and get the estimates 

in.  The Nation Guard is still 

active in Langlade, Polk 

and Barron counties 



helping clear debris and 

restore infrastructure.  

Officials say it could be 

months to complete the 

cleanup effort and get 

firmer numbers.   
 

  
Rhinelander school district 
gets increase in state aid News 8/1/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 The Rhinelander School 

district netted one of the 

largest increases in general 

aid from the department of 

public instruction.  That 

increase was nearly 32% 

from $1.4 million.  Merrill 

received $297,000 more.  

Other districts were not so 

fortunate.  Prentice lost over 

$245,000…Tomahawk a 16% 

drop with $139,000 less.  The 

DPI uses a formula that 

factors in property 

valuation, enrollment, and 

shared costs to calculate 

the aid. As a result, the 

formula affects each district 

differently with some 

districts more reliant on this 

aide than others.  For 

instance, Lakeland receives 

just $25,000 in General Aid. 



The second woman to 

accuse former Badger 

football player Quintez 

Cephus of sexual assault 

says she was so drunk last 

year she remembers very 

little of what happened.  

She took the stand in Dane 

County Circuit Court 

Wednesday, saying she 

didn't remember a photo 

taken of her with Cephus 

sitting at a bar.  She also 

didn't remember sending 

Cephus a text which 

included a heart emoji after 

the alleged attacks.  The 

athlete is accused of 

having forced sex with both 

women in his apartment in 

April 2018. 

A fish apparently turned the 

tables on a 10-year-old 

Franklin boy -- and bit him.  

A-J Campione had to have 

16 stitches in his leg to close 

the big gash he suffered 

while he was in Fox Lake in 

Dodge County.  His mother 



did some research and 

Wendy Campione thinks 

her son was bitten by a 

musky.  One expert says a 

musky biting a human 

being is a rare event and it 

likely mistook the boy's leg 

for food. 
 

  
Rhinelander city council 
agenda has been posted News 8/2/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 For a third time the agenda 

for the Rhinelander City 

Council has been posted.  

The last two weeks the 

body failed to meet and 

the items for action and 

discussion have been piling 

up.  To that end the “large 

list” of request for items to 

be added will be handled 

by a special meeting 

Monday.  Topics include 

the recently closed well 

and contamination issues in 

the water supply and 

personal items from select 

alderpersons including a 

performance evaluation of 

city administrator Daniel 

Guild and discussion of 

possibly changing his job 



title.  Thursday, a special 

meeting to get caught up 

on business items from the 

rescheduled July 22nd 

cancellation then another 

on Monday the 12th in 

regular session.  This 

Monday’s meeting will also 

deal with a lawsuit filed by 

the Northwoods River News 

and Lakeland Times.  The 

publications are taking issue 

with an alleged walking 

quorum, which the district 

attorney, twice, would not 

prosecute.  The council will 

discuss and ultimately act 

on paying the legal fees for 

members Andrew Larson, 

David Holt, Steve Sauer, 

Ryan Rossing and Mayor 

Chris Frederickson in the 

case in Oneida County 

Circuit court.  The suit 

comes from a letter, signed 

by these members, dealing 

with the actions of council 

president George Kirby, 

who walked out of a 



meeting earlier this year.      

 

Assembly Democrats 

introduced a pair of bills 

looking to turn Wisconsin 

into a sanctuary state for 

illegal aliens.  That drew 

quick reaction for 

Representative Rob 

Swearingen who said the 

measures are a slap in the 

face.  The Rhinelander 

Republican said the lives of 

legal citizens should be 

improved first. 
 
 

  
Rhinelander alderman 
targeted in lawsuit against 
city council   News 8/2/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 Alderman Ryan Rossing is 

among five members of the 

Rhinelander City Council 

targeted in a lawsuit for an 

open meeting violation.  

While that is about to move 

through the legal system, 

Rossing, a detective 

sergeant with the Oneida 

County Sheriff’s 

Department, has been on 

administrative leave since 

mid-April, partly due to the 



open meeting issue.  But 

Sheriff Grady Hartman says 

it’s more complex than 

that.  An internal 

investigation has been 

ongoing in the months 

following the suspension 

and Hartman hopes for a 

quick resolution.  The 

Rhinelander River News and 

Lakeland Times brought the 

suit after District Attorney 

Michael Shiek failed to 

prosecute Rossing along 

with aldermen Andrew 

Larson, Steve Sauer and 

Dave Holt along with Mayor 

Chris Frederickson for 

having what’s known as a 

walking quorum when they 

signed a letter critical of 

council president George 

Kirby.   

People buying hunting or 

fishing licenses are being 

warned that not every 

website is legitimate.  The 

DNR says there are 

unauthorized sites which 



take your money, then just 

give you information how to 

apply for a license.  The 

rogue sites also collect your 

personal data.  The best 

place may be the state's 

go wild website.   

President Trump's son says 

his father is focused on 

winning Wisconsin in 2020.  

Eric Trump says Wisconsin is 

front-and-center on the 

president's radar and all 

family members will be 

visiting during the 

campaign.  Trump 

dismissed the significance 

of recent tweets by his 

father targeting former 

House Speaker and 

Wisconsin Republican 

Congressman Paul Ryan.  

He promised the president 

would take the state again 

in the next election. 
 

  
Jet ski accident sends man 
to the hospital News 8/5/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A jet ski accident on Lake 

Nokomis sends an Illinois 

man to the hospital.  The 

Lincoln county sheriff’s 



office reported over the 

weekend the collision of 

two jet skis.  The victim, a 

26-year old Bartlett, IIllinois 

man was found floating in 

the water Friday afternoon 

and taken to shore by 

witnesses.  He was treated 

at the landing and airlifted 

to the trauma center at 

Aspirus hospital in Wausau.  

No other information is 

available.    

A single vehicle rollover 

killed a Ladysmith man 

Friday night.  The accident 

reported on Hwy 70 near 

North Fork Road, north of 

Phillips.  The 17-year old 

driver is hospitalized in Park 

Falls while the 40-year old 

passenger was thrown from 

the vehicle and 

pronounced dead at the 

scene.   

A 29-year old Stevens Point 

man is in the Portage 

Country jail following a high 

risk traffic stop Saturday.  



Police in Point stopped the 

vehicle around six Saturday 

night, acting on information 

the man had made threats 

about shooting law 

enforcement officers.  A 

rifle, ammunition and a 

ballistic vest were found 

and the man was taken 

into custody without 

incident.  He’s on a 

probation hold with 

anticipated charges to 

include possession of a 

firearm by a felon.   

The potential of strong to 

severe storms will return to 

north central Wisconsin 

today.  Storms are 

expected to begin 

impacting the Northwoods 

from 10 to Noon, moving 

into Central Wisconsin from 

Noon to 2 PM, with the risk 

of storms lasting through 

early evening. The storms 

could end up being severe, 

producing damaging 

winds, large hail, 



downpours, and significant 

of lightning. 
 

  
Rhinelander city council 
meets tonight in special 
session News 8/5/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 Rhinelander’s City Council 

meets in special session 

tonight, the first of three 

meetings, making up for 

two recent cancellations.  

This one will address a 

number of items added to 

the agenda from select 

alderpersons.  Lee Emmer 

seeks discussion on the 

contamination that shut 

down one of the city’s wells 

and the testing of the water 

at the nearby municipal 

golf course as well as 

personnel changes within 

city departments.  He also 

wants to review others 

access to alderman emails 

and review potential 

payment of legal fees for 

council members named in 

a formal open meetings 

complaint.  Alderperson 

Dawn Rog wants to review 

releasing personal files as 

requested under open 



record laws, discuss the 

walking quorum issue that 

prompted the legal 

challenge by two area 

newspapers and address a 

letter to a former council 

member sent by City 

Administrator Daniel Guild.  

She’s also looking for a 

performance review for 

Guild and discuss a possible 

change in job title.  The 

meetings at 6:00 at city hall. 

 

Four people were hurt in a 

crash yesterday morning in 

the Lincoln County Town of 

Scott.  The sheriff’s office 

reporting the two car 

accident at the intersection 

of Hwys K and Q shortly 

before noon.  One lane of K 

was closed for about an 

hour. 

 

The highest water level in 69 

years are eroding lakefront 

property and wildlife 

habitat on Lake Superior.  



The big lake is 14-inches 

above the 100 year 

average and nine inches 

above last year.  The water 

level went up 1.2-inches in 

July alone.  

 

  
Another set of storms 
rumbled across the state 
yesterday News 8/6/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Another set of severe 

storms rumbled across north 

central Wisconsin yesterday 

afternoon, dropping heavy 

rain, frequent lightning 

strikes, high winds over 50 

mph again toppled trees 

and cut power.  WPS 

estimated over 14,000 were 

without service and as of 

early this morning that 

number was down to under 

800, most around Three 

Lakes and Harshaw, two 

areas hit hard.  Trees were 

dropped across Hwy 32 at 

Lake Julia Road near Three 

Lakes, closing it a few hours.  

Lightning struck a tree and 

damaged the irrigation 

system at the Pinewood 

Country Club in Harshaw.  



More storms are likely again 

tomorrow afternoon.  

Meanwhile, the Federal 

Emergency management 

agency will be in Stevens 

Point to assess the damage 

from the storms two weeks 

ago.  The community is still 

cleaning debris. 

In the wake of the shootings 

in Texas and Ohio, 

Wisconsin Governor Tony 

Evers wants lawmakers to 

take action.  He’s called on 

the Republican controlled 

legislature to pass a 

universal background 

check bill and another 

making it easier to take 

firearms from people 

deemed a danger to 

themselves or others.  

Republicans have been 

against such measures in 

the past.  Evers said both 

parties should come 

together to address racism 

and gun violence and 

make sure people in the 



state are safe.  Wisconsin’s 

federal lawmakers reacted 

to the mass shootings.  

Senator Ron Johnson, chair 

of the Senate homeland 

security and governmental 

affairs committee said “we 

must remain committed to 

tenaciously rooting these 

cancers out of our society, 

responding to President 

Trump’s comments 

condemning violent 

extremism.  Senator Tammy 

Baldwin said Washington 

has to move forward. 
 

  
A traffic accident north of 
Tomahawk backed up traffic 
last night News 8/6/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 Wisconsin's attorney 

general is advocating for 

universal background 

checks and a "red flag" law 

after mass shootings in El 

Paso and Dayton.  The red 

flag law would let a family 

member or a law 

enforcement officer 

petition the court to stop 

someone who is mentally ill 

from possessing a firearm.  

Democrat Josh Kaul wants 



the Wisconsin Legislature to 

pass more gun control 

measures and he'd like to 

see a public debate.  Kaul 

says he agrees with Donald 

Trump after the president 

called for bipartisan action 

to stop mass shootings.   

Meanwhile, anti-gun groups 

like Moms Demand Action 

and Wisconsin Anti-

Violence Effort -- or WAVE -- 

are urging the public to 

take action.  The Reverend 

Jerry Hancock with WAVE 

says "what we don't 

condemn, we condone."  

He and his group want to 

see public pressure applied 

and mass demonstrations 

held to influence elected 

leaders to respond.  

A traffic accident last night 

backed things up on Hwy L 

just north of Tomahawk.  

The crash was reported 

about 7 and there’s no 

word on injuries. 

Wisconsin Democrats are 



going to introduce bills to 

accept more federal 

funding for Medicaid and 

expand Badgercare. It’s a 

provision that was taken out 

of Governor Tony Evers 

budget by Republicans 

earlier this year.  Evers said 

this will give Republicans a 

chance to make things 

right since they didn’t listen 

to the people and what 

they wanted.  Democrats 

say Wisconsin is losing 

millions of federal dollars 

that already belong to the 

state.  The measure is not 

expected to make it in the 

GOP controlled legislature. 

 

  
Close family home in Barron 
torn down News  8/7/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Requests to consider 

updating rules related to 

recreational vehicle 

regulations and rules 

pertaining to wetland 

mitigation are among the 

items the Wisconsin Natural 

Resources Board will 



address when it meets in 

Wausau next week.  Some 

other issues include the 

deer management 

assistance program, DNR 

fish stocking, a report on 

agency authority to require 

landfills to accept deer 

carcasses and a request to 

authorize a preliminary 

public hearing and 

comment period for 

proposed rules related to 

storm water discharge 

permits. 

The Barron County home 

where two people were 

murdered and a teenager 

kidnapped has been torn 

down.  According to Sheriff 

Chris Fitzgerald, the Closs 

home in Barron was torn 

down by the bank.  He says 

family members were 

aware of the demolition.  In 

October, Jake Patterson 

shot and killed James and 

Denise Closs in the home 



and kidnapped their 

teenage daughter, Jayme.  

He’s now in prison in New 

Mexico.   

Public meetings will 

continue the next couple 

weeks as Lincoln County 

and North Central Health 

Care continue discussion to 

determine if the agency 

should manage Pine Crest 

nursing home in Merrill.   The 

organization, operated by 

Langlade, Lincoln and 

Marathon counties provides 

mental health, addiction, 

developmental disability 

and skilled nursing services.   

Since May they’ve placed 

an interim administrator at 

Pine Crest after the current 

one retired and have been 

handling the day-to-day 

operations.  The county, 

Pine Crest board of trustees 

and NCHC believe it’s in 

the facility’s best interest to 

have the provider maintain 

the management.  Current 



staff would see few 

changes and keep current 

benefits.  

 

  
State gov. to meet with 
republican leaders about gun 
control News 8/7/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 Wisconsin's Democratic 

governor says he will meet 

next week with Republican 

leaders to talk about gun 

control.  The meetings will 

come in response to the 

mass shootings in El Paso 

and Dayton, Ohio.  Senate 

Majority Leader Scott 

Fitzgerald isn't offering 

much hope for quick 

action, saying new gun 

proposals will be discussed 

in closed caucus this fall -- 

as they have been in the 

past.  Governor Evers' call 

for a "red flag" law is getting 

a cool response from 

Republicans. 

The Marathon county 

sheriff’s department 

arrested a registered sex 

offender yesterday from the 

Milwaukee area.  56-year 

old Raymond Hoelzer was 



found at a home in the 

village of Elderon.  A 

warrant was issued for his 

arrest for not following terms 

of his release.  Hoelzer was 

convicted of first degree 

sexual assault of a child in 

1995 and police became 

suspicious of him last month 

when he was seen near a 

school acting suspiciously.   

More changes for the Merrill 

city council as long time 6th 

district alderman Dave 

Sukow resigned.  He was 

among five council 

members targeted by a 

recall vote last month.  Four 

of them, including Sukow 

survived the challeges.  He 

was unopposed.  Mayor 

Derek Woellner said they’ll 

address the vacancy at the 

next council meeting.   

Wisconsinites are more 

diligent about paying off 

their credit card debt than 

other states, but they still 

owe an average of six-



thousand-737 dollars.  Only 

Iowa credit card users are 

more careful.  The highest 

average credit card debt is 

in Alaska -- approaching 11-

thousand dollars. 
 

  
Storms in Rhinelander curtail 
downtown event News 8/8/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A series of storms put an 

early end to Rhinelander’s 

Ridikulous Dae downtown.  

With gusty winds and well 

over an inch of rain, 

merchants were forced to 

begin packing up shortly 

before 1:00.  Business was 

brisk prior to weather 

coming in.  Coming in 

several waves, the storms 

again knocked out power 

to nearly 10,000 WPS 

customers, most in the 

Lakewood and Townsend 

areas as well as Stevens 

Point, where service was 

disrupted for more than 

4000 customers.  Early this 

morning more than 1000 

were still in the dark, most of 

those in Green Bay. 

 



Rhinelander’s City Council is 

scheduled to meet again 

tonight in special session, 

but two alderpersons 

already notified officials 

they won’t be attending.  If 

one more doesn’t show, 

there will again be no 

quorum and the meeting 

will be cancelled.  On the 

abbreviated agenda, 

approval of the planning 

commission’s 

recommendation for the 

new Aspirus clinic building 

on the city’s north side, 

open public hearings on 

the sex offender ordinance 

and regulations for keeping 

animals and fowl within the 

city limits.  They’ll also 

review several claims from 

sewer backups in homes 

due to the road 

construction and examine 

new council bylaws.  The 

meeting starts at 7:15.   

 

Later this month, motorists in 



Rhinelander’s new 

roundabout will go into 

service.  DOT engineers say 

the work is right on 

schedule for completion by 

mid-October.  Beginning 

the week of the 19th, the 

intersection at Hwys 8 & 47 

will open to traffic but the 

detour east into the city on 

8 will still be used until the 

end of the month.   
 

  
Lawsuit filed over Capital 
One News  8/8/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 A class-action lawsuit filed 

yesterday in federal court 

alleges Capital One 

violated the Wisconsin 

Consumer Act.  The 

financial company is 

accused of failing to 

protect the private 

information of Wisconsin 

customers who had applied 

for credit cards.  Capital 

One has reported a data 

breach exposed the 

information of 100-million 

people nationwide during 

March and April.  Social 

Security numbers, bank 



account numbers and 

other types of private 

information were accessed 

by a hacker. 

The Department of Natural 

Resources is expanding the 

Adopt-a-Dumpster and 

Adopt-a-Kiosk programs to 

offer more residents, 

organizations and 

businesses across the state 

the chance to support deer 

hunters having their deer 

tested for chronic wasting 

disease and help prevent 

the spread of the disease.  

The DNR will now offer cost-

sharing as an option for the 

Adopt-a-Dumpster program 

for volunteers to sponsor a 

dumpster during the deer 

season. The main goal of 

the ADD program is to 

provide hunters an option 

for appropriate disposal of 

deer carcass waste, 

especially in areas where 

carcass disposal options are 



limited or not already 

available.  The DNR is also 

looking to expand the 

Adopt-a-Kiosk program 

which works with volunteers 

to make CWD sampling 

more convenient for 

hunters. The kiosks not only 

enhance the hunter 

experience they can also 

help with reaching CWD 

sampling goals by the 

conveniences they provide.  

More information is 

available on the DNR 

website. 

Government realignment 

threatened to close the 

Blackwell Job Corps 

operation in Laona earlier 

this year until a bipartisan 

cry stopped it.  And Senator 

Tammy Baldwin says 

lawmakers need to keep 

the pressure on.  

 

  
Rhinelander city council fails 
to meet again News 8/9/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 For the third time in as 

many weeks the 



Rhinelander City Council 

failed to meet again last 

night.  Unable to muster a 

quorum in a special 

meeting to make up for 

another missed a week 

ago, three council 

members notified city hall 

they were unable to 

attend.  A quorum is 6 of 8 

members not counting the 

mayor.  They’ll try again on 

Monday.   

A 24-year old Park Falls man 

will be back in Price County 

court later this month, 

accused of photographing 

a woman without her 

permission and charged 

with stalking and 

attempted invasion of 

privacy.  Storm Wallenberg 

allegedly tried to take 

pictures up her dress while 

pretending to tie his show.  

Investigators found 

numerous photos taken 

over multiple days.  He’s 

free on a $5000 signature 



bond.   

The National Weather 

Service confirmed it was a 

tornado that touched 

down on Green Bay’s 

southeast side Wednesday 

night.  Peak winds topped 

85 mph causing 

widespread damage over 

an area of six miles.  There 

were no reports of injuries.  

The last time a twister was 

reported in Green Bay was 

2005. 

A temporary fix for a rough 

nearly 2 mile stretch of 

Business 51 from Rothschild 

to Schofield is in the works.  

The communities met with 

the DOT to secure funding 

for asphalt milling on the 

road from Everest Drive to 

the Eau Claire River bridge.  

In 2025, a $9-million project 

will redo the grade 

permanently.  The 

patchwork will be finished 

by fall. 

And the Packers take their 



first pre-season game, a 28-

26 home win over Houston.   
 

  
Missouri man In missing 
Wis. Men missing case, held 
without bail News 8/9/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 The Missouri man held in 

the disappearance of two 

brothers from the Bonduel 

area will stay in jail with no 

bond set.  Garland "Joey" 

Nelson made a Caldwell 

County Circuit Court 

appearance yesterday.  So 

far, he is only charged with 

tampering with a vehicle -- 

a truck being used by 

Nicholas and Justin Diemel.  

Human remains were found 

on Garland's property, 

though they haven't been 

identified yet.  The Diemel 

brothers have been missing 

since July 21st. 

Three million dollars from 

the federal government will 

help Wisconsin community 

health centers, rural 

organizations and schools in 

the battle with substance 

abuse.  The U-S Department 

of Health and Human 

Services announced the 



grant this week.  Local 

agencies are expected to 

use the funding to deal with 

the ongoing opioid crisis.  

Federal officials say the 

number of patients seen at 

treatment centers 

increased by more than 140 

percent between 2016 and 

2018. 

A pastor at Christ 

Community Church in 

Schofield says "it is a sad 

day" when churches have 

to take steps for safety.  

That church has installed 

several security cameras 

and during its services it has 

what is called a concealed 

carry team.  Senior Pastor 

Robert Wilde says 

worshipers feel safer with 

armed people present.  The 

church has a security booth 

where all cameras are 

monitored while people are 

present. 

For the first time in their 130 

year history, the Merrill Fire 



Department has an official 

Fire Chaplain in St. John 

Lutheran Church Pastor 

David Szeto.  He was 

selected from five 

candidates following 

interviews and meetings 

with responders. 
 

  
Drunk driver triggers fire in 
Boulder Jct.  News 8/12/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A drunk driver triggered a 

fire that destroyed a 

Boulder Junction business 

early yesterday.  Just after 

1:30 firefighters were 

dispatched to Gooch’s A-1 

Bar and Grill on Hwy M.  

Departments were still 

being dispatched three 

hours later from across Vilas 

and Oneida counties and 

the UP.  Witnesses said the 

car hit a power pole in the 

parking lot igniting the 

vehicle and the building, 

which is a total loss.  No 

injuries were reported.  The 

driver was arrested, 

charged with OWI. 

 

Lincoln County authorities 



responded to a 911 call 

Sunday morning from a 

man trapped beneath a 

canoe that flipped on the 

Wisconsin River.  The 34-

year old Tomahawk man 

was kept on the phone by 

dispatch for over an hour 

until responders could get 

to him, more than five miles 

from the nearest landing.  

The incident happened on 

a shallow stretch of the river 

north of Hwy A, east of 

Tomahawk.  He was treated 

and released from the 

hospital.  His dog stayed on 

top of the canoe and was 

also taken to safety.   

 

One person was killed and 

another injured in a UTV 

crash yesterday in Adams 

County.  The operator, a 42-

year old man lost control of 

the machine on the 100 

block of 14th Avenue in the 

Town of Rome, hit a 

mailbox and rolled.   The 12-



year old passenger was 

hospitalized.   

 

One person was hurt in a 

two car crash Saturday 

morning.  The head on was 

reported before 11 on Hwy 

47 near Fox Farm Lane in 

Newbold.  One vehicle 

rolled off the road, injuring a 

woman. 
 
 

  
Motorcycle accident injures 
Baraboo man News 8/12/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 Rhinelander’s City Council 

will try again tonight for a 

meeting after a plea from 

Administrator Daniel Guild 

to make sure a quorum will 

be available.  That hasn’t 

happened twice in the last 

two weeks.  The agenda 

has ballooned to more than 

145 pages in the process.  

The meeting’s set for 6:00 at 

City Hall.   

A motorcycle crash in the 

Town of Bradley injured a 

Baraboo man Saturday 

afternoon.  The accident 

reported about 1:00 on Hwy 



S at Herb Mitchell Road 

when a vehicle made a U-

turn in front of the 34-year 

old biker, causing him to hit 

the back of a boat trailer. 

One convicted sex offender 

went missing when he 

removed his G-P-S 

monitoring device and that 

led to questions being 

asked.  Now, broadcast 

reports indicate there are 

13 Wisconsin sex offenders 

which can't be located.  

Thirty-one-year-old Brandon 

King had just been released 

after serving time for sex 

crimes involving a child.  He 

either removed the G-P-S 

tracker or caused it to stop 

working.  There are active 

arrest warrants out in the 

names of the 13 missing 

offenders.   

One person died when his 

home exploded in the Town 

of Lebanon at about 8:45 

Sunday morning.  The dead 

man has been identified as 



the homeowner, but his 

name and age haven't 

been released.  A person 

living nearby says the blast 

shook the entire 

neighborhood.  The 

Waupaca County Sheriff's 

Office put up barriers while 

the incident was 

investigated and no one 

was allowed in until it was 

determined that the area 

was safe again. 
 

  
Formal charges pending 
against Merrill man News 8/13/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A curious news release 

from the Forest County 

Sheriff’s Department last 

night, dispelling rumors of 

threats or the potential for a 

mass shooting.  Sheriff John 

Dennee said his 

department did get a 

request for a welfare check 

on an Illinois resident that 

had been in Oconto 

County and left a suicide 

note.  The person did make 

a purchase at Argonne 

Lumber early yesterday 

morning.  At one point 



yesterday the Forest County 

Potawatomi buildings were 

evacuated but that was 

not at the direction of the 

sheriff’s department.  The 

individual is still being 

sought and there has never 

been any indication of any 

threat.   

 

Formal charges are 

pending against a 23-year 

old Merrill man.  Ryan Bartz 

is accused of recording a 

person using the toilet at a 

private residence in May.  

He allegedly positioned a 

phone in a laundry basket 

near the fixture.  

Investigators were able to 

partially recover the 

deleted files off the device.  

He’s back in court 

September 26th.    

 

A Wausau woman is free on 

a $25,000 signature bond, 

accused of embezzling 

more than $470,000 from 



her employer.  51-year old 

Kristin Lapree faces four 

felony counts, accused of 

taking the money from the 

Rettler Corporation where 

she was the business 

manager.  The thefts 

occurred over a 5-1/2 year 

span.  She allegedly forged 

checks to herself and her 

credit card accounts from 

the company’s checking 

account and admitted the 

thefts to investigators, 

saying she was desperate.  

Substantiated purchases 

included furniture, 

electronics, designer goods, 

hotels and airfare for trips, 

rent for her child’s 

apartment and more.   
 
 

  
Rhinelander city council 
finally meets News  8/13/19  12p,5p 1:30 

 Rhinelander’s City Council 

finally mustered a quorum 

and met last night with all 

members except council 

president George Kirby, to 

a lengthy agenda caused 

by several cancelled 



meetings.  Members 

approved a new ordinance 

creating local restrictions on 

housing proximity, activities 

and event participation 

restrictions for registered sex 

offenders.  They also 

approved a spring ballot 

resolution calling for the 

creation of a nonpartisan 

procedure to prepare for 

legislative and 

congressional redistricting 

plans, addressed security 

issues for city buildings 

having access after hours, 

resolved billing issues with 

the VonBriesen lawfirm, 

representing the city in the 

absence of a city attorney 

and discussed the 

availability of department 

reports for alderpersons on 

at least a monthly basis, 

something they’re not 

getting now.   

The last several years 

Rhinelander’s fire 

department has raised over 



$100,000 for the Muscular 

Dystrophy Association 

through their Fill The Boot 

campaign.  The weekend 

of the Hodag Country 

Festival, firemen stop traffic 

for donations and this year 

raised more than $12,600 

for the cause.  The funds 

help area kids and young 

adults attend a week long 

summer camp. 

Zachary Wakeen tells 

investigators he fell asleep 

after unloading his car and 

forgot his two-year-old son 

was inside.  The boy was left 

there for 10 hours while the 

temperature inside the 

vehicle topped 135 

degrees.  Wakeen entered 

a not guilty plea to child 

neglect charges during a 

hearing in Marathon 

County Circuit Court 

yesterday.  The family says 

the youngster is out of the 

hospital and is doing better. 
 
 



 
Residents of Lincoln Co. 
may join in on lawsuit News 8/14/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Residents in Lincoln County 

may join in a series of 

lawsuits against a local 

contractor.  48-year old 

Raymond Marchel of 

Wautoma is accused of 

taking money for projects 

but never performed the 

work.  He was arrested last 

January and is free on a 

$10,000 signature bond.  In 

Marathon County he’s 

already facing felony and 

misdemeanor charges and 

is due back in court in 

October.  Similar charges 

have been filed in Portage 

County.  The complaints 

allege Marchel cashed 

numerous checks ranging 

from a couple thousand to 

more than $20,000.   

Many Wisconsin farmers are 

feeling the impact of tariffs 

imposed by the Trump 

administration, causing 

once thriving markets to 

disappear.  Some farmers 

and other businesses may 



also be impacted by the 

new US-Mexico-Canada 

Agreement, which replaces 

NAFTA.  Yesterday, Mexico’s 

Consul General was in 

Stevens Point to meet with 

business leaders and discuss 

that impact.  He said the 

partnership can work to 

strengthen local economies 

and make each country 

competitive in the world. 

Last week Lincoln County 

deputies responded to a 

medical emergency on 

Hwy 64 in the Town of Pine 

River.  48-year old Cheryl 

Alexander was revived with 

Narcan for an opiate 

overdose.  27-year old 

Winslow Helsper was also 

treated and 29-year old 

Tashina Alexander was 

arrested for drug possession 

and intent to deliver along 

with two counts of child 

neglect because her one 

year old twins were in the 

vehicle.  All three are from 



Hayward and were driving 

back from a Langlade 

County court appearance.  

They find out tomorrow if 

they’ll head to trial.   

 

 
Injured bus kids take the 
stand News 8/14/19 12p,5p 1:30 

Kids who were on a school 

bus when it was hit by a 

tractor-trailer truck last year 

took the stand in a 

Columbia County 

courtroom Tuesday.  Truck 

driver Wayne Murphy is 

accused of being 

intoxicated when his rig 

slammed into the back of a 

school bus filled with 

students from HOPE 

Christian School.  The 42-

year-old driver from Indiana 

is on trial this week, 

charged with 10 felonies 

and 36 misdemeanors.  

Twenty students were 

injured, four suffering serious 

injuries. 

Wisconsin will join 20 other 

states in a lawsuit 

challenging the E-P-A 



decision to ease restrictions 

on coal-fired power plants.  

The federal Clean Power 

Plan was eliminated in June 

and replaced with new 

rules giving states more 

leeway to decide on 

upgrades for those plants.  

Attorney General Josh Kaul 

says that rule change 

prolongs the country's 

reliance on coal for power.  

The suit was filed in the U-S 

Court of Appeals for the 

District of Columbia. 

The Natural Resources 

Board discussed the impact 

blue-green algae is having 

on Wisconsin during a 

meeting yesterday at Rib 

Mountain State Park.  Part 

of the discussion was a 

case in North Carolina 

where three dogs died just 

a few hours after playing in 

a pond covered by the 

algae.  It can make people 

sick, too.  The D-N-R says it 

has about 800 waterways 



listed as "impaired" under 

the Clean Water Act 

because the toxic algae 

grow there. 

When the Packers take on 

Baltimore tomorrow, 

quarterback Aaron Rodgers 

and his fellow starters on 

both offense and defense 

will see action.   
 

 
Forrest Co. officials address 
mass shooting threat News 8/15/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Earlier this week the Forest 

County Sheriff’s office 

addressed rumors of a mass 

shooting threat, saying 

there was no such thing.  

The word went so far as to 

prompt evacuation of the 

Forest County Potawatomi 

buildings, but law 

enforcement was not 

involved.  They did receive 

information about 

performing a welfare check 

on a person from Oconto 

County who was 

threatening suicide.  That 

individual has now been 

arrested but no other 

information is available. 



 

Wisconsin lawmakers met 

with executives of the 

FoxConn Technology Group 

yesterday but no new 

information was released 

on the discussions that 

included an update on 

company plans.  Party 

leadership met with several 

members of the delegation 

while Governor Tony Evers 

had a separate meeting 

with the electronics giant’s 

chairman, Young Liu.   

 

The remaining two miles of 

the new nine mile stretch of 

the route in Enterprise 

opens tomorrow.  The 

Oneida County Forestry 

Department noted the trail 

connects the Bowman 

parking lot and the Zimmer 

Road parking lot near Hwy 

G and further connects to 

the existing Enterprise Trail 

maintained by the Hodag 

4-Wheelers Club.  The new 



section is run by the Pel-

Cho Mudd Nutz ATV/UTV 

Club.  Bowman Road will no 

longer be used as an active 

route however the Bowman 

Trailhead parking lot is still 

available.   

 

One of the final county fairs 

in the North is underway.  

The Lincoln County fair in 

Merrill, like most others 

provides 4-H displays, rides, 

games, food entertainment 

and more.  The ATV/UTV pull 

is tonight, the demo derby 

Saturday and monster 

trucks 

 
Barron woman returns to 
court on stabbing charge News 8/15/19 12p,5p 1:30 

An Almena woman 

charged with second-

degree intentional 

homicide says she saw her 

boyfriend sleeping with 

another woman and then 

she stabbed him.  Forty-

four-year-old Melanie Kuula 

told investigators she 

grabbed a knife off the 

counter in her apartment 



and attacked Brett Bents.  

Kuula made an 

appearance in Barron 

County court Wednesday 

and she returns to court 

October 1st.  Brents was 

killed last weekend. 

The Trump administration’s 

weakening of the 

Endangered Species Act is 

being criticized.  Former 

Wisconsin DNR Secretary 

George Meyer says this is 

the wrong time to do it.  

He’s now president of the 

Wisconsin Wildlife 

Federation and said the 

changes will make it more 

difficult to protect critical 

habitat.  The action could 

allow the government to 

disregard the possible 

impact of climate change. 

“So land or water areas 

that need to be protected 

for the future for species, 

will not be able to be 

protected under the act,” 

Meyer said.  The 



Endangered Species Act is 

credited with helping save 

scores of animals and 

plants from extinction since 

President Richard Nixon 

signed it into law in 1973. 

The act currently protects 

more than 1,600 species.  

Officials with the new 

Phillips-Medisize plant in 

Hudson say they will be 

filling almost 500 new 

positions at the facility.  The 

hiring will be conducted 

over the next 12-to-18 

months.  Those employees 

can expect to make up to 

17-dollars, 75-cents-an-hour, 

depending on their shift.  

The company calls itself an 

end-to-end provider of 

innovation, development 

and manufacturing 

solutions for the 

pharmaceutical, 

diagnostics and medical 

device market. 
 



 
Rhinelander law officer 
moves on News 8/16/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Since mid-April, Ryan 

Rossing, a detective 

Sergeant with the Oneida 

County Sheriff’s 

Department, has been on 

paid leave.  He’s also an 

alderman for the city of 

Rhinelander where he was 

one of several members 

accused of taking part in 

an open meeting violation 

known as a walking 

quorum, when five council 

members drafted a letter 

critical of council president 

George Kirby.  His 

suspension was said to 

center on that civil 

infraction which was twice 

turned down for 

prosecution by the district 

attorney.  But there’s been 

an internal investigation, 

shrouded in secrecy going 

on at the same time.  Sheriff 

Grady Hartman offered no 

specifics but said it was 

serious enough to warrant 

the suspension.  Rossing 



submitted his resignation 

last week, effective the 24th 

and is now working with the 

Eagle River Police 

department.  He will 

continue serving the 8th 

district in the city.   

Officials in Price County 

recovered the body of a 

missing 59-year old Franklin 

man after he was thrown 

out of his boat Monday.  

The Sheriff’s department 

reported two people were 

aboard when it struck a 

submerged object.  A 61-

year old Milwaukee woman 

was rescued but the man 

disappeared in the waters 

of the North Fork of the 

Flambeau River.  Names 

have not been released.   

People in Portage and 

Wood counties heard 

something that hasn’t been 

around for decades.  Sonic 

booms.  The thundering was 

due to military fighter jets 

on manuveurs, flying at 



supersonic speed.  The 

activity is part of the two-

week Northern Lightning 

annual joint training 

exercise with the Air Force, 

national guard, navy and 

Marine corps. 
 

 
Gov. Evers pushing for more 
stringent background checks 
on gun buyers News 8/16/19 12p,5p 1:30 

Republicans are opposed, 

but Governor Tony Evers 

and his fellow Democrats 

are pushing an expansion 

of background checks for 

Wisconsin gun sales.  The 

governor says the public 

supports the idea after two 

mass shootings in El Paso 

and Dayton earlier this 

month.  There are some 

exemptions to the 

background check 

requirement.  Assembly 

Speaker Robin Vos says it's 

"very unlikely" the 

Legislature would take up a 

universal background 

check proposal. 

A 35-million dollar 

expansion at Reinhart 

Foodservice in Shawano is 



expected to result in 50 

new jobs for the area over 

the next three years.  The 

food distributor is adding 

260-thousand square feet 

to its plant.  Reinhart has 

900 employees at three 

Wisconsin locations.  The 

company also operates 26 

distribution centers 

nationwide. 

You can't fully enjoy 

nature's beauty if you 

spend your time outside 

worried about ticks and 

Lyme disease.  Members of 

an Assembly committee are 

considering a bipartisan bill 

to require insect repellent to 

be sold at all Wisconsin 

state parks.  Cases of Lyme 

disease have more than 

doubled in the state over 

the last 10 years.  Other 

legislation would require the 

Department of Natural 

Sources to post signs 

warning about Lyme 

disease and create a 



committee to study 

ailments carried by ticks. 

Northcentral Technical 

College will launch 

collegiate e-sports this fall.  

Esports takes the form of 

organized multiplayer video 

games from amateur to 

professional levels.  They’ll 

initially compete in 

Overwatch, League of 

Legends and Rocket 

League.  Games will take 

place in a new, state of the 

art e-sports arena on the 

Wausau campus. 
 

 
Gov. Evers wants the state 
to stop using carbon fuels by 
2050 News 8/19/19 6a,7a,.8a 1:30 

Governor Tony Evers wants to the 
state of Wisconsin to eliminate the 
use of carbon-based fuel by 2050.  
The executive order signed Friday 
also creates the Office of 
Sustainability and Clean Energy to 
help promote the development of 
renewable energy and achieve the 
goal of carbon-free electricity.  The 
Republican-controlled legislature 
has already rejected a similar 
proposal.  Evers said,“Unfortunately 
this should have been a priority for 
the entire legislature, but it wasn’t. 
And so we’re making it a priority.”  
The governor says he's extremely 



confident that the utilities in the 
state of Wisconsin are moving 
forward on this issue already. 
 
  

Federal grants of two-and-a-half-
million dollars will pay for the 
installation of solar panels on tribal 
buildings.  The Bad River Band of 
Lake Superior Chippewa in Odanah 
and the Forest County Potawatomi 
Community in Crandon expect to 
save millions of dollars in energy 
bills over the next 25 years.  One 
dozen tribes nationwide got the 
grants.  The money comes from the 
Indian Energy Policy and Programs 
Office in Washington, D-C. 

  

 
 
The Wisconsin Claims Board will 
consider the case of a man who 
spent 25 years in prison for a crime 
he didn't commit.  Derrick Sanders 
is demanding five-point-seven-
million dollars after prosecutors 
dropped the charges last year.  
Compensation for wrongful 
convictions is limited to 25-
thousand dollars in Wisconsin.  If 
the claims board turns Sanders 
down, he could decide to sue.  
Prosecutors in the case reportedly 
don't oppose granting him the full 



amount. 
 
 
Extra law enforcement will be out 
on Wisconsin roads through Labor 
Day, part of the Drive Sober or Get 
Pulled Over campaign. Along with 
the nearly five-thousand officers on 
patrol, the extra enforcement 
includes over 300 drug recognition 
experts.  

 

 
Testing on spring fed water News 8/19/19 12p,5p 1:30 

Test results for a spring-
fed water supply in the 
town of Crescent show 
elevated levels of PFAS. 
The Oneida County Health 
Department recently 
tested water from the 
Crescent Spring on South 
River Road, and found 
significantly elevated 
levels of the potentially 
harmful substance. 
Therefore, the health 
department and the Town 
of Crescent recommend to 
not drink the spring water 
from that source. More 
information can be found 



on the Town of Crescent 
website. 
 
 The Wisconsin Elections 
Commission plans to 
spend up to 30-thousand 
dollars on new computers 
in an effort to keep the 
state's voting process 
secure.  The commission 
was concerned about 
aging systems which could 
affect the security of the 
entire Wisconsin 
infrastructure.  Some 
computers were using the 
X-P operating system, 
which hasn't been updated 
in more than five years.  
Microsoft plans to stop 
offering free updates for 
Windows-7 next year.  The 
W-E-C will take up the 
question again at its next 
meeting in September. 
 
 A man tells deputies with 



the Florence County 
Sheriff's Office, he left a 
woman holding a rope 
connected to his boat 
while he went to get his 
truck at boat trailer.  When 
he returned a few minutes 
later, the woman was 
floating in the Twin Falls 
Flowage at Vagabond 
Park.  No names have 
been released.  The man 
says he got the 48-year-
old woman from Iron 
Mountain, Michigan out of 
the water and started 
doing C-P-R.  She was 
taken to a hospital, but 
she died before doctors 
could help her. 
 

 
State is looking for govt. help 
for storm cleanup News 8/20/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Wisconsin Governor Tony 
Evers is looking to 
Washington for help after 
severe storms, tornadoes and 
flooding left millions of dollars 
in damages last month.  Evers 
sent a letter to President 
Trump requesting a federal 



disaster declaration for 18 
counties and two tribes 
Monday.  Damage 
assessments have put the 
losses at more than 19-and-a-
half million dollars.  If the 
declaration is forthcoming, it 
would help communities 
recover some costs, but 
wouldn't do anything for 
business owners or 
homeowners. 
 
The first pre-cast concrete 
panels at the future site of the 
Foxconn L-C-D plant have 
gone up.  After nearly a year 
of earthmoving, stormwater 
management work and 
temporary roads, the 
foundations are finished and 
what is called "vertical 
construction" is finally 
underway.  The plan is to have 
most of the enclosure done by 
the end of this year.  Phase 
two of the huge project will be 
installing the machinery needs 
to make the L-C-D products, 
with the plant operational by 
the fourth quarter of next year. 



 
Drug and alcohol deaths in 
Wisconsin have more than 
tripled since 1999. That is 
fueling a drop in life 
expectancy for state residents 
in each of the last two years. 
Wisconsin Policy Forum has 
issued a report which finds the 
drug death rate has more than 
quadrupled over the last 20 
years. Babies born between 
2015 and 2017 can expect to 
live 80 years, down from just 
over 80 previously. 
 

 
Tomahawk motel health 
problems News 8/20/19 12p,5p 1:30 

The Lincoln County Health 
Department is investigating 
two confirmed cases of 
Legionnaires disease at a 
motel in Tomahawk.  Two 
guests who stayed at the 
Rodeway Inn and Suites 
contracted the disease.  
Health department scientists 
are trying to find the source.  
That motel has been shut 
down for treatment.  
Legionnaires is called a 
naturally-occurring disease 
which can sometimes build up 



in showers, hot tubs and even 
plumbing systems. 
 
Congressman Ron Kind says 
he hopes to find common 
ground with the president and 
Republicans on lowering the 
cost of prescription drugs.  
During a stop in Eau Claire 
Monday, the Wisconsin 
Democrat was promoting his 
four-step plan.  He wants to 
allow Medicare to negotiate 
drug prices, promote price 
transparency, stop patient 
abuse and lower out-of-pocket 
costs.  Kind says President 
Trump saying he's willing to 
explore drug importation from 
Canada is "an opening." 
 
An 18-year-old Shawano man 
says he just did it to be funny.  
Payton M. Pagel faces six 
charges, including hate-crime 
modifiers, for painting racist 
graffiti on the walls of three 
schools in Shawano.  Police 
say Pagel has admitted the 
vandalism. Pagel is scheduled 
to return to Shawano County 



Circuit Court next month. 
 
Lake Michigan water levels 
have dropped two inches in 
the last month and are 
expected to go down two more 
inches in September. The 
news comes after reports of 
record-setting high levels 
earlier this summer. The 
National Weather Service 
says years of above-average 
rainfall combined with 
expanded winter ice cover 
were factors in setting those 
records.  
 
 

 
Possible laws to help seniors 
and banking News 8/21/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Legislation introduced 
yesterday would allow 
financial advisors and bankers 
to delay questionable 
transaction by their senior 
clients.  State Senator Patrick 
Testin and Representative 
John Macco introduced bills to 
increase the criminal penalties 
for elder abuse.  The 
Republican lawmakers cited 
data from the Wisconsin 
Department of Health Services 
which shows the number of 



elder abuse cases in the state 
growing by 160 percent since 
2001.  If passed, judges would 
have to speed up court 
proceedings in cases involving 
elder victims. 
 
Former House Speaker Paul 
Ryan claims he didn't live in 
Washington during his time in 
Congress, but now he's 
planning to move there.  Ryan 
is leaving Wisconsin for the 
suburbs of our nation's 
capital.  A Ryan aide says 
Paul and his family are 
temporarily renting a house in 
Maryland and will spend time 
there as well as their family 
home in Janesville.  His 
American Idea Foundation will 
still be based in Janesville. 
 
The Barron County Sheriff's 
Office has identified the 
teenager killed by a falling tree 
last week while he helped with 
storm cleanup.  The accident 
happened Friday in Prairie 
Lake.  Fourteen-year-old 
Floyd Lehman died when he 



was hit by a tree another 
cleanup worker was cutting 
down.  He was part of a group 
of people helping with the 
effort in western Wisconsin. 

  

Drivers who try to get away 
from Milwaukee police will find 
their mug photos online soon.  
Police Chief Alfonso Morales 
says his department is going 
to publicly identify reckless 
drivers and people who speed 
away from officers.  Morales 
says he wants Milwaukee 
residents to know who are 
putting lives at risk.   
 

 
Trial for man accused of 
killing a mother and daughter 
could be delayed News 8/21/19 12p,5p 1:30 

Trial for a man accused of 
killing a mother and her 
daughter four years ago could 
be delayed again.  A Brown 
County judge has ordered 
another competency exam for 
Jacob Cayer.  Investigators 
say Cayer broke into his 
former girlfriend's house, 
stabbing Sabrina Teague and 
her mother to death.  Teague's 
boyfriend survived the attack 
and called 9-1-1.  Cayer's trial 



has been delayed several 
times due to repeated 
questions about his mental 
fitness for trial. 
 
A boater who refused medical 
treatment after a weekend 
boat crash has died.  The 
accident happened Saturday 
in a side-channel of the 
Mississippi River near La 
Crosse.  The La Crosse 
County Sheriff's Office reports 
41-year-old Scott Halvorson 
said his injuries were only 
minor the day of the accident, 
but he was admitted to a 
hospital the next day and died 
Monday.  The sheriff's office 
and the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural 
Resources are investigating. 
 
The Winnebago County 
Sheriff's Office is identifying 
the husband and wife from 
Oshkosh who fell into a quarry 
Monday in the Town of 
Poygan.  Deputies say 31-
year-old Alissa A. Bartels died 
in the 40- to 50-foot fall.  



Thirty-one-year-old Lucas 
Bartels was injured and 
airlifted to a hospital, but his 
condition is unknown.  The 
couple was visiting a business 
on County Road D near the 
quarry and a friend found 
them at the bottom of the 
quarry.  People in the area 
tried to help the injured 
couple.  Investigators believe 
the Bartels were not familiar 
with the terrain. 
 

 
Minocqua woman back in 
court on theft charges News 8/22/2019 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A Minocqua woman will be 

back in court next month, 

accused of stealing more 

than $25,000 from the gas 

station she managed.  48-

year old Gina Ozelie 

worked at the Trig’s South 

station and is charged with 

felony theft, taking the 

money from an ATM 

machine.  Investigators said 

she used it for living 

expenses and college costs 

for her child.   

North Central Health Care 

will now manage Merrill’s 



Pinecrest Nursing Home.  

The Lincoln County Board 

approved the takeover in 

part because of operating 

losses.  NCHC is a tri-county 

health care partnership 

between Langlade, Lincoln 

and Marathon counties.  

The Pinecrest Board of 

Trustees has the final say in 

the matter, but is expected 

to approve it.   

The Marathon County 

Board today will meet to 

discuss how to handle a 

couple retirements.  County 

Administrator Brad Karger is 

stepping down at the end 

of the year and a search 

committee is being 

created.  They’ll also talk 

about County Clerk Nan 

Kottke’s retirement after 

being in the job 48 years.  

She leaves next month.  

Supervisors will recommend 

appointing someone to fill 

the remainder of her term 

until the November 2020 



elections.   

More than 2000 workers are 

needed as Kwik Trip 

locations across Wisconsin, 

Minnesota and Iowa 

continue to expand.  The 

company had open 

interviews yesterday at 

each of its 683 locations.  

Anyone 16 or older came 

to apply and still can via 

the company’s website.   

The Packers take on 

Oakland tonight in their 

third pre-season games but 

quarterback Aaron Rodgers 

is still a question mark.  He 

says practices are more 

important. 
 

Prescription medicine prices 
being looked at for a 
possible change 
 News 8/22/2019 12p,5p 1:30 

Wisconsin Governor Tony 

Evers says picking up a 

prescription medication 

"shouldn't break the bank."  

The governor signed an 

executive order yesterday 

creating a task force aimed 

at reducing prescription 

drug prices in the state.  The 

task force will gather and 



analyze data on 

development, pricing, 

distribution and purchasing 

of the vital drugs.  A close 

look will be taken at 

strategies pursued in other 

states to reduce the prices. 

 

The Barron County Sheriff's 

Office investigation of a 

baby's death is still active.  

Emergency responders 

were called Tuesday 

morning shortly before 4:30 

about a non-breathing 10-

month-old baby.  The Bear 

Lake Haugen Fire 

Department, a Lakeview 

Medical Center ambulance 

and a Life Link helicopter 

were all dispatched to the 

location just outside 

Haugen.  Life-saving 

measures were attempted, 

but the baby died before it 

could be transported. 

 

High school and junior high 

student-athletes in 



Wisconsin Interscholastic 

Athletic Association 

member schools have been 

covered by concussion 

insurance.  Now entering its 

third year of the program, 

the policy handled 443 

claims and paid out more 

than $212,000.  Wisconsin 

was the fourth state in the 

country to provide this 

coverage through the 

WIAA.  Nearly 80,000 

student-athletes are 

covered with zero out of 

pocket costs for treating 

concussions. 
 

The Village of Somerset 

passed an ordinance this 

week prohibiting the use of 

Village Park as a stopping 

off point for tubers on the 

Apple River.  The Rivers 

Edge tubing company 

serves 30-thousand clients 

every summer and has 

been in business for 74 years 

and they say the decision 



will now put them out of 

business.   
 

 
Accident in Boulder Jct. 
leaves 1 dead and 1 injured News 8/23/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A traffic accident in Boulder 

Junction yesterday morning 

leaves one person dead 

and another injured.  The 

crash reported shortly 

before 9:00 on Hwy 51 and 

County H where a truck 

broadsided a van when it 

didn’t stop to cross the 

highway.   

The State Trooper involved 

in a crash that killed two 

men will not face charges.  

The WI Department of 

Justice investigation found 

Trooper Jeffery Hoffman 

was not at fault April 29th 

when he put tire spikes 

across the road to stop a 

kidnapping suspect.  The 

speeding vehicle hit the 

spikes then crashed into the 

back of a semi trailer on I-39 

near Portage, killing 24-year 

old TerRance Phillit Simmons 

and 25-year old Terrance 

Simmons.  Everest metro 



police responded to a 

battery report the night 

before the incident where a 

woman had been beaten 

and forcefully taken.  

Another woman was 

assaulted when trying to 

intervene.  The suspect was 

the younger of the two.   

Gov. Tony Evers says 

Republican concerns over 

a pair of gun control bills 

he’s pushing is “BS” and 

may force lawmakers into a 

special session to take up 

the measures.  The 

Democrat said if there’s no 

debate, Republicans will 

pay the price at the next 

election.  Evers wants 

universal background 

checks and a measure to 

take firearms from people 

found to be a risk.  The GOP 

maintains neither issue will 

make it.  

With problems with the end 

zones on the playing 



surface in Canada, and a 

shortened field to 80 yards, 

the Packers lost to Oakland 

last night 22-21.   

 

 
High cost of prescription 
drugs are being discussed 
by lawmakers News 8/23/19 12p,5p 1:30 

The high cost of prescription 

drugs was the topic at a 

roundtable this morning in 

Bloomington, Minnesota, 

hosted by U-S Senator Tina 

Smith, Governor Tim Walz, 

Wisconsin Governor Tony 

Evers and U-S Senator 

Tammy Baldwin.  Medical 

professionals and 

community health experts 

also took part in the 

discussion and heard about 

challenges families are 

facing in affording their 

medications.  Governor 

Walz has met continued 

resistance from Republicans 

as he pushes for a 

statewide insulin assistance 

program. 

Because of lower than 

expected fuel costs last 

year, customers of 



Wisconsin public service will 

get small refunds on their 

bill later this year.  The 

impact of the refunds on 

individual bills will vary 

depending on their power 

uses but the average 

household will see a credit 

for an average of $5.78. 

A recent study found nearly 

1000 people a day leave 

Milwaukee and use 

Chicago’s O’Hare airport to 

fly internationally.  And 

officials at Milwaukee’s 

Mitchell International Airport 

are looking for $25-million in 

next year’s county budget 

for work on a new terminal 

that’s been in the planning 

stage for years.   

Almost half of the 

delegates to next summer's 

Democratic National 

Convention in Milwaukee 

will actually be staying in 

Illinois hotels.  Party officials 

have started calling the 

major event a "regional 



convention."  Delegates 

from more than a dozen 

states will be located in 

Rosemont, Illinois, more 

than 80 miles from 

downtown Milwaukee.  

Visitors from 10 states will 

spend their off time in 

Pewaukee, Brookfield and 

Wauwatosa.  The 2020 

convention is expected to 

draw 50-thousand visitors to 

the area. 
 
 

 
Two Lincoln Co. deputies 
were involved in shootings 
over the weekend News 8/26/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Two Lincoln County 

Deputies were involved in a 

shooting Saturday night.  

The investigation closed 

Hwy 64 west of Mill Road in 

the Town of Corning.  The 

suspect, whose injuries are 

unknown, was flown from 

the scene.  No other 

information is available and 

an update on the incident 

is expected later today. 

Investigators in Langlade 

County are looking into a 

fatal ATV crash Saturday 



night that killed a 25-year 

old man.  The accident 

report around 11 in the 

Town of Ainsworth.   

A woman died in a four car 

crash in the Kohl’s parking 

lot in Rib Mountain 

yesterday afternoon.  

Another person is 

hospitalized with severe 

injuries.  Officials with the 

Marathon County Sheriff’s 

Department say speed 

contributed to the crash.   

One day after Rhinelander 

Mayor Chris Frederickson 

demanded a meeting with 

Governor Tony Evers over 

PFAs contamination in city 

water, Evers issued an 

executive order concerning 

the human made 

chemicals.  The new state 

standard is 20-parts per 

trillion where the federal 

standard is at 70 parts.  The 

chemicals are virtually 

everywhere from non-stick 

cookware and food 



containers to the foam 

used in firefighting.  The city 

council discusses the matter 

again in their meeting 

tonight. 

One farming category 

Wisconsin leads nationally is 

nothing to brag about as 

family farms continue to go 

bankrupt.  The American 

Farm Bureau Federation 

found in the last year, state 

farmers filed 45 Chapter 12 

bankruptcies, down five 

from the previous year but 

still the highest number in 

the country.  Depressed 

milk prices were a major 

factor in collapse. 
 

Update on lawman who was 
shot over the weekend 
 News 8/26/19 12p,5p 1:20 

An update on the officer 

involved shooting in Lincoln 

County over the weekend.  

The Sheriff’s Department 

reported the incident 

Saturday night during a 

traffic stop involving a 

suspect in a domestic 

dispute.  The driver got out 

and displayed a weapon 



when the deputy, with 13 

years experience, fired.  The 

46-year old Merrill man was 

airlifted for treatment and is 

in stable condition.  The 

names are not being 

released as the 

investigation continues.  The 

deputy is on paid 

administrative leave 

pending that outcome.  

Another sizeable agenda 

for Rhinelander’s City 

Council tonight.  Among 

the items, more discussion 

on the water situation that’s 

already closed down one 

well.  Alderperson’s will also 

act on proposals to create 

a new technology position 

and address staffing with 

an executive secretary, city 

attorney, public works 

director and human 

resources.  They’ll also 

address invoices submitted 

by the VonBriesen law firm 

and discuss a 

recommendation to have 



walking quorum-related 

charges removed from 

those and all future city 

costs.   

The number of drug and 

alcohol-related deaths has 

more than tripled over the 

last 20 years.  Suicide rates 

in Wisconsin set a record 

just two years ago.  Those 

are the major factors in the 

state's life expectancy 

going down for two years 

in-a-row, according to 

Wisconsin Policy Forum.  A 

baby born between 2015 

and 2017 can expect to live 

80 years.  The report finds 

Wisconsin had 65 deaths 

from opioid use in 1999 and 

901 in 2017. 

The Iowa-based Hy-Vee 

grocery store chain is 

working with payment card 

networks to identify what 

customer account 

information has been 

stolen.   
 

 News 8/27/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 Wisconsin Congressman 



Congressman Duffy stepping 
down 

Sean Duffy is stepping 

down.  In a social media 

post the 45-year old 

Republican said his wife is 

expecting and the infant 

has a heart condition so he 

plans to leave office next 

month to support his family.  

The baby girl will be Duffy’s 

ninth child.  He was elected 

in 2010, replacing longtime 

Congressman Dave Obey 

who took office in 1969.  

State Senator Tom Tiffany is 

considering running for the 

position.  Governor Tony 

Evers can call a special 

election to fill the remainder 

of the term.   

An elk from a breeding 

farm in Burnett County has 

tested positive for chronic 

wasting disease.  The WI 

Department of Agriculture, 

Trade and Consumer 

Protection quarantined the 

farm and remaining 

animals, which will be 

tested.  The elk was 



euthanized because of an 

injury when the disease was 

discovered.   

The woman killed in a Rib 

Mountain crash Sunday 

afternoon is identified as 31-

year old Danielle Dahlquist 

of Wausau.  She died when 

her car was hit by another 

vehicle traveling at high 

speed through the parking 

lot at Kohl’s.  One other 

person was hurt.   

US Senator Ron Johnson’s 

been denied a visa by the 

Russian government.  The 

Wisconsin Republican, who 

chairs the Senate Foreign 

Relations Committee’s 

subcommite on Europe and 

Regional Security, said the 

Russian Federation is 

refusing to let him visit the 

country as part of a 

congressional delegation.  

There’s no word on when 

the trip is planned, who else 

is on the delegation, why 

they’re going or why he 



was denied a visa.   
 

 
Trial date set for Marathon 
Co. man accused of killing 
the father of his girlfriend News 8/27/19 12p,5p 1:30 

A February trial date is set in 

Marathon County for a 56-

year-old man accused of 

killing the father of his 

former girlfriend.  Seventy-

seven-year-old Lyle Leith 

was beaten to death last 

year.  Prosecutors say he 

and Lee Franck argued 

about Frank's relationship 

with Leith's daughter.  The 

older man's body was 

found in Wausau in a 

garage belonging to 

Franck. 

A Legislative Fiscal Bureau 

analysis finds Wisconsin tax 

collections were up about 

seven-point-four percent in 

the fiscal year ending June 

30th.  Revenue collected 

totaled 17-point-three-

billion dollars.  Figures 

released yesterday show 

the state collected about 

75-and-a-half-million dollars 

more than the bureau's 

projections last May.  Sales 



tax collections were about 

five-point-seven-billion 

dollars and income taxes 

totaled about nine-billion. 

More Wisconsin parents are 

choosing not to vaccinate 

their kids.  Wisconsin is one 

of 15 states where parents 

are allowed to file a 

personal conviction waiver 

and remove their children 

from school immunization 

requirements.  State officials 

say the number of waivers 

filed has quadrupled over 

the last two decades and 

doctors worry the trend 

could eventually lead to a 

major measles outbreak. 

If you’re not sure if your 

home or business’s flood 

insurance is up to date, 

now’s the time to check.  

FEMA flood insurance 

liaison James Sink says flood 

insurance is separate from 

regular insurance, and it 

works differently as well.  An 

inch of water in the 



basement can cause up to 

$25,000 worth of damage.  

Sink says most home 

insurance policies don’t 

cover floods, and most 

flood insurance policies 

don’t automatically renew, 

so it’s always good to 

check and make sure 

you’re covered. 

 

 
Area man found dead in 
home News 8/28/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The Oneida County Sheriff’s 

Department along with 

Newbold first responders 

and the medical examiner 

responded to a call shortly 

before 10 yesterday 

morning for a person found 

deceased in their home.  

The cause of death 

according to investigators 

was a drug overdose.  

Despite identification being 

made on social media, no 

other information has been 

officially released.  Officials 

issued a news release to 

notify the public as the 



controlled substance was 

likely obtained in the 

county.   

Area lawmakers are putting 

some of the blame for a 

lack of business growth 

across the North on 

railroads.  Canadian 

National Railway disagrees.  

At a hearing yesterday at 

the high school in 

Rhinelander State Senator 

Tom Tiffany said the lack of 

rail freight service is costing 

the area millions.  Mills in 

Tomahawk and 

Rhinelander are some of 

the greatest impacted by 

what businesses say is 

unreliable or irregular rail 

service from CN to the 

area.  Railroad officials said 

service follows demand but 

they don’t see any.  The 

Hazelhurst Republican 

disagrees saying not 

running freight service is 

keeping companies from 

expanding.  Canadian 



National owns most of the 

track across the North and 

UP. 

Tiffany, meanwhile added 

more insight to the 

possibility of running for 

Congressman Sean Duffy’s 

seat.  Duffy, a Wausau 

Republican, announced 

Monday he’s stepping 

down next month to spend 

more time with his family.  

Tiffany said he’d been 

looking forward to the 

chance to run for federal 

office and he’d be the 

logical candidate for the 7th 

District, which includes most 

of the area he now serves in 

the state Senate. 
 

 
Vaping products are to easy 
for young people to buy News 8/28/19 12p,5p 1:30 

A bipartisan group of 

Wisconsin lawmakers says it 

is too easy for high school 

students to buy vaping 

products.  That's why work is 

being done on legislation to 

raise the minimum wage for 

buying all tobacco and 

nicotine products to 21.  



Giving to an underage 

person would also be 

against the law.  The 

Wisconsin Department of 

Health Services reports the 

use of e-cigarettes 

increased 154 percent the 

last five years. 

A major disaster declaration 

for 17 Wisconsin counties 

means local governments 

impacted by severe storms 

last month can apply for 

federal recovery 

assistance.  Crews have 

assessed damages from the 

storms at more than 19-

and-a-half-million dollars 

from severe thunderstorms, 

tornadoes and flooding.   

A Portage County judge set 

a September trial date for a 

fugitive who was on the run 

for three years.  Benjamin 

Button is charged with 

several felonies for the 

sexual assault of a child.  He 

had been sought since 

2016 when he failed to 



show up for a court 

appearance.  He'd been 

living in a bunker near the 

Ice Age Trail in Marathon 

County ever since. 

The Fox Valley Workforce 

Development Board reports 

it is helping 41 Kmart 

employees who stand to 

lose their jobs in November.  

Those workers could be 

eligible to get up to 30-

thousand dollars through 

the national Retail 

Dislocated Worker Grant 

program.  The money 

would be used for training 

for new careers, including 

tuition, housing and other 

needs.  The Waupaca store 

is scheduled to close in mid-

November, even though 

the location wasn't listed in 

previous closing 

announcements. 
 

 
Motorcycle crash kills the 
driver  News 8/29/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A motorcycle crash in Sugar 

Camp killed the operator 

last night.  The bike was the 

lone vehicle as investigators 



with the State Patrol work to 

figure out how it happened 

just after 10:30 on Hwy 17 

and County D, closing the 

highway for nearly two 

hours.   
 

Delays due to increased 

traffic into Rhinelander on 

Kemp Street have been 

alleviated as the DOT 

opened the Hwy 8 bypass 

over the Wisconsin River 

bridge late yesterday.  The 

temporary lights at Kemp 

and Boyce Drive had 

drivers backed up to the 

next set of lights on Arbutus 

Street, better than three 

blocks, as drivers, 

attempting to turn left on 

Boyce tied up traffic.  DOT 

engineers, in opening the 

bypass, say that should 

allow a better traffic flow 

since those drivers no 

longer have to head up 

Kemp Street to return to 

Hwy 8.  Paving is set to start 



on the westbound lanes of 

the highway now and 

drivers will be rerouted 

once again as the projects 

nears completion.   

 

In advance of the 

entertainment Friday night 

at the World Championship 

Off Road Races in 

Crandon, Hwy 8 into the 

city will be closed and 

rerouted between 6 and 11 

pm tomorrow.  Forest 

County Sheriff John Denney 

said the highway will be 

closed between County 

Hwy S to the west and Rosa 

Road by the high school.  

Concert goers will be able 

to get through for parking.  

Traffic will be rerouted to 

Hwy 55 to Hwy S around 

Crandon.  Approaching 

traffic will also see a speed 

limit reduction to 25 mph 

entering the area.   

 
 



 
Part of hiway through Sugar 
Camp closed due to 
motorcycle crash and death News 8/28/19 12p,5p 1:30 

Hwy 17 in Sugar Camp was 

closed overnight and didn’t 

reopen until 8:00 this 

morning following a 

motorcycle accident that 

claimed the life of the 

operator.  The accident 

was called in shortly after 

10:30 reporting the bike in 

the middle of road by 

County D and the victim 

not breathing.  The crash is 

still under investigation. 

 

Following a suspected drug 

overdose in Newbold 

Tuesday, the Oneida 

county sheriff’s office is 

warning the public about 

drugs laced with fentanyl 

circulating in the area.  

Capt. Terri Hook said that 

makes an already 

dangerous drug even worse 

and the drug problem here 

is real. 

 

Wisconsin's attorney 

general and Republican 



lawmakers are at an 

impasse over how to settle 

some lawsuits.  One of the 

bills passed during last 

year's lame-duck special 

session gave the lawmakers 

the final say over settling 

cases.  Millions of dollars are 

said to be at stake in 11 

lawsuits and the parties say 

there is no agreement 

imminent.  Attorney 

General Josh Kaul wants 

members of a legislative 

committee to sign 

confidentiality agreements 

before discussing the cases, 

but Republicans have 

refused. 

 

Russian officials say two U-S 

Senators denied visas 

already knew they were 

barred from visiting that 

country.  Senator Ron 

Johnson reported earlier this 

week that his visa 

application had been 

denied.  Johnson was 



wanting to travel to the 

country with a 

congressional delegation.  

He and Senator Chris 

Murphy have been critics of 

Russia and have called for 

additional sanctions against 

the country.  Russia says the 

Wisconsin Republican never 

officially applied for a visa 

at its Washington embassy. 
 

 
Merrill man in Lincoln Co. jail 
after shooting News 8/30/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A Merrill man is in the 

Lincoln county jail.  46-year 

old Daniel Boldt is due in 

court next week for his part 

in a shooting last Saturday 

night.  Boldt was 

hospitalized after being shot 

by deputy Travis Watruba.  

Boldt was a suspect in a 

domestic-related incident 

and was stopped by the 

deputy when he got out of 

the vehicle holding a 

weapon.  He was treated 

for the wound and arrested.  

He faces five charges of 

possessing a firearm as a 

felon, battery and disorderly 



conduct.   

Oneida County 

investigators arrested 53-

year old Jeffrey Liebscher of 

Sugar Camp in the death of 

a motorcyclist Wednesday 

night.  23-year old Sean 

Holtslander of St. Germain 

was killed when his bike was 

allegedly hit by Liebscher, 

who fled the scene.  A 911 

call reported the machine 

and victim in the middle of 

Hwy 17.  Liebscher is 

charged with hit and run 

causing death and 

homicide by negligent use 

of a vehicle.  He’s in court 

later today.   

Governor Tony Evers hasn’t 

announced when a special 

election would be held for 

the 7th district congressional 

seat being vacated by 

Sean Duffy.  The Wausau 

Republican is leaving office 

next month to spend more 

time with his family.  

Yesterday, Air Force 



veteran Spencer 

Zimmerman announced his 

candidacy for the position.  

Zimmerman, from 

Janesville, ran 

unsuccessfully for several 

other offices in the past.  A 

Democrat, Zimmerman said 

he’ll move into the district if 

elected.   

The Green Bay Packers 

finished up the preseason 

last night with a 27-20 win 

over the Kansas City Chiefs 

at Lambeau Field. 
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Work on Rhinelander football 
stadium begins News 8/1/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

In the wake of Rhinelander 

shutting down one of the 

city wells due to 

contamination, state 

attorney general Josh Kaul 

is demanding federal on 



the chemicals known as 

PFAS, per/floro/alkill and 

poly/floro/alkill.  The 

chemicals, linked to health 

issues, are found in a 

number of household items 

and products and were in a 

high enough concentration 

for the shutdown.  Kaul, 

along with 21 of his peers 

want the man-made 

chemicals on the list of 

hazardous subtances.  It 

may be years for the 

combination of federal and 

state legislation to take 

effect. 

Work on Mike Webster 

Stadium at Rhinelander 

High School began 

yesterday, replacing the 

natural grass field with 

artificial turf.  It’s all part of a 

multi-million project that will 

improve not only the 

athletic programs but the 

community as well.  The turf 

will be in place for this 

year’s season.  Adjacent to 



the field will be a 90,000 

square foot, domed facility 

potentially for soccer, 

softball, tennis and more.  

School officials point to new 

revenue being generated 

with the ability to host 

tournaments year round.  

Construction for the 

complex is expected to 

begin in next spring.   

$11.2-million.  That’s the 

damage estimate from 

Wisconsin Emergency 

Management from the 

recent storm damage.  

Several counties and 

municipalities are still 

cleaning up and that 

number could go higher as 

local officials compute the 

costs and get the estimates 

in.  The Nation Guard is still 

active in Langlade, Polk 

and Barron counties 

helping clear debris and 

restore infrastructure.  

Officials say it could be 

months to complete the 



cleanup effort and get 

firmer numbers.   
 

  
Rhinelander school district 
gets increase in state aid News 8/1/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 The Rhinelander School 

district netted one of the 

largest increases in general 

aid from the department of 

public instruction.  That 

increase was nearly 32% 

from $1.4 million.  Merrill 

received $297,000 more.  

Other districts were not so 

fortunate.  Prentice lost over 

$245,000…Tomahawk a 16% 

drop with $139,000 less.  The 

DPI uses a formula that 

factors in property 

valuation, enrollment, and 

shared costs to calculate 

the aid. As a result, the 

formula affects each district 

differently with some 

districts more reliant on this 

aide than others.  For 

instance, Lakeland receives 

just $25,000 in General Aid. 

The second woman to 

accuse former Badger 

football player Quintez 

Cephus of sexual assault 



says she was so drunk last 

year she remembers very 

little of what happened.  

She took the stand in Dane 

County Circuit Court 

Wednesday, saying she 

didn't remember a photo 

taken of her with Cephus 

sitting at a bar.  She also 

didn't remember sending 

Cephus a text which 

included a heart emoji after 

the alleged attacks.  The 

athlete is accused of 

having forced sex with both 

women in his apartment in 

April 2018. 

A fish apparently turned the 

tables on a 10-year-old 

Franklin boy -- and bit him.  

A-J Campione had to have 

16 stitches in his leg to close 

the big gash he suffered 

while he was in Fox Lake in 

Dodge County.  His mother 

did some research and 

Wendy Campione thinks 

her son was bitten by a 

musky.  One expert says a 



musky biting a human 

being is a rare event and it 

likely mistook the boy's leg 

for food. 
 

  
Rhinelander city council 
agenda has been posted News 8/2/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 For a third time the agenda 

for the Rhinelander City 

Council has been posted.  

The last two weeks the 

body failed to meet and 

the items for action and 

discussion have been piling 

up.  To that end the “large 

list” of request for items to 

be added will be handled 

by a special meeting 

Monday.  Topics include 

the recently closed well 

and contamination issues in 

the water supply and 

personal items from select 

alderpersons including a 

performance evaluation of 

city administrator Daniel 

Guild and discussion of 

possibly changing his job 

title.  Thursday, a special 

meeting to get caught up 

on business items from the 

rescheduled July 22nd 



cancellation then another 

on Monday the 12th in 

regular session.  This 

Monday’s meeting will also 

deal with a lawsuit filed by 

the Northwoods River News 

and Lakeland Times.  The 

publications are taking issue 

with an alleged walking 

quorum, which the district 

attorney, twice, would not 

prosecute.  The council will 

discuss and ultimately act 

on paying the legal fees for 

members Andrew Larson, 

David Holt, Steve Sauer, 

Ryan Rossing and Mayor 

Chris Frederickson in the 

case in Oneida County 

Circuit court.  The suit 

comes from a letter, signed 

by these members, dealing 

with the actions of council 

president George Kirby, 

who walked out of a 

meeting earlier this year.      

 

Assembly Democrats 

introduced a pair of bills 



looking to turn Wisconsin 

into a sanctuary state for 

illegal aliens.  That drew 

quick reaction for 

Representative Rob 

Swearingen who said the 

measures are a slap in the 

face.  The Rhinelander 

Republican said the lives of 

legal citizens should be 

improved first. 
 
 

  
Rhinelander alderman 
targeted in lawsuit against 
city council   News 8/2/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 Alderman Ryan Rossing is 

among five members of the 

Rhinelander City Council 

targeted in a lawsuit for an 

open meeting violation.  

While that is about to move 

through the legal system, 

Rossing, a detective 

sergeant with the Oneida 

County Sheriff’s 

Department, has been on 

administrative leave since 

mid-April, partly due to the 

open meeting issue.  But 

Sheriff Grady Hartman says 

it’s more complex than 

that.  An internal 



investigation has been 

ongoing in the months 

following the suspension 

and Hartman hopes for a 

quick resolution.  The 

Rhinelander River News and 

Lakeland Times brought the 

suit after District Attorney 

Michael Shiek failed to 

prosecute Rossing along 

with aldermen Andrew 

Larson, Steve Sauer and 

Dave Holt along with Mayor 

Chris Frederickson for 

having what’s known as a 

walking quorum when they 

signed a letter critical of 

council president George 

Kirby.   

People buying hunting or 

fishing licenses are being 

warned that not every 

website is legitimate.  The 

DNR says there are 

unauthorized sites which 

take your money, then just 

give you information how to 

apply for a license.  The 

rogue sites also collect your 



personal data.  The best 

place may be the state's 

go wild website.   

President Trump's son says 

his father is focused on 

winning Wisconsin in 2020.  

Eric Trump says Wisconsin is 

front-and-center on the 

president's radar and all 

family members will be 

visiting during the 

campaign.  Trump 

dismissed the significance 

of recent tweets by his 

father targeting former 

House Speaker and 

Wisconsin Republican 

Congressman Paul Ryan.  

He promised the president 

would take the state again 

in the next election. 
 

  
Jet ski accident sends man 
to the hospital News 8/5/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A jet ski accident on Lake 

Nokomis sends an Illinois 

man to the hospital.  The 

Lincoln county sheriff’s 

office reported over the 

weekend the collision of 

two jet skis.  The victim, a 

26-year old Bartlett, IIllinois 



man was found floating in 

the water Friday afternoon 

and taken to shore by 

witnesses.  He was treated 

at the landing and airlifted 

to the trauma center at 

Aspirus hospital in Wausau.  

No other information is 

available.    

A single vehicle rollover 

killed a Ladysmith man 

Friday night.  The accident 

reported on Hwy 70 near 

North Fork Road, north of 

Phillips.  The 17-year old 

driver is hospitalized in Park 

Falls while the 40-year old 

passenger was thrown from 

the vehicle and 

pronounced dead at the 

scene.   

A 29-year old Stevens Point 

man is in the Portage 

Country jail following a high 

risk traffic stop Saturday.  

Police in Point stopped the 

vehicle around six Saturday 

night, acting on information 

the man had made threats 



about shooting law 

enforcement officers.  A 

rifle, ammunition and a 

ballistic vest were found 

and the man was taken 

into custody without 

incident.  He’s on a 

probation hold with 

anticipated charges to 

include possession of a 

firearm by a felon.   

The potential of strong to 

severe storms will return to 

north central Wisconsin 

today.  Storms are 

expected to begin 

impacting the Northwoods 

from 10 to Noon, moving 

into Central Wisconsin from 

Noon to 2 PM, with the risk 

of storms lasting through 

early evening. The storms 

could end up being severe, 

producing damaging 

winds, large hail, 

downpours, and significant 

of lightning. 
 

  
Rhinelander city council 
meets tonight in special News 8/5/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 Rhinelander’s City Council 

meets in special session 



session tonight, the first of three 

meetings, making up for 

two recent cancellations.  

This one will address a 

number of items added to 

the agenda from select 

alderpersons.  Lee Emmer 

seeks discussion on the 

contamination that shut 

down one of the city’s wells 

and the testing of the water 

at the nearby municipal 

golf course as well as 

personnel changes within 

city departments.  He also 

wants to review others 

access to alderman emails 

and review potential 

payment of legal fees for 

council members named in 

a formal open meetings 

complaint.  Alderperson 

Dawn Rog wants to review 

releasing personal files as 

requested under open 

record laws, discuss the 

walking quorum issue that 

prompted the legal 

challenge by two area 



newspapers and address a 

letter to a former council 

member sent by City 

Administrator Daniel Guild.  

She’s also looking for a 

performance review for 

Guild and discuss a possible 

change in job title.  The 

meetings at 6:00 at city hall. 

 

Four people were hurt in a 

crash yesterday morning in 

the Lincoln County Town of 

Scott.  The sheriff’s office 

reporting the two car 

accident at the intersection 

of Hwys K and Q shortly 

before noon.  One lane of K 

was closed for about an 

hour. 

 

The highest water level in 69 

years are eroding lakefront 

property and wildlife 

habitat on Lake Superior.  

The big lake is 14-inches 

above the 100 year 

average and nine inches 

above last year.  The water 



level went up 1.2-inches in 

July alone.  

 

  
Another set of storms 
rumbled across the state 
yesterday News 8/6/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Another set of severe 

storms rumbled across north 

central Wisconsin yesterday 

afternoon, dropping heavy 

rain, frequent lightning 

strikes, high winds over 50 

mph again toppled trees 

and cut power.  WPS 

estimated over 14,000 were 

without service and as of 

early this morning that 

number was down to under 

800, most around Three 

Lakes and Harshaw, two 

areas hit hard.  Trees were 

dropped across Hwy 32 at 

Lake Julia Road near Three 

Lakes, closing it a few hours.  

Lightning struck a tree and 

damaged the irrigation 

system at the Pinewood 

Country Club in Harshaw.  

More storms are likely again 

tomorrow afternoon.  

Meanwhile, the Federal 

Emergency management 



agency will be in Stevens 

Point to assess the damage 

from the storms two weeks 

ago.  The community is still 

cleaning debris. 

In the wake of the shootings 

in Texas and Ohio, 

Wisconsin Governor Tony 

Evers wants lawmakers to 

take action.  He’s called on 

the Republican controlled 

legislature to pass a 

universal background 

check bill and another 

making it easier to take 

firearms from people 

deemed a danger to 

themselves or others.  

Republicans have been 

against such measures in 

the past.  Evers said both 

parties should come 

together to address racism 

and gun violence and 

make sure people in the 

state are safe.  Wisconsin’s 

federal lawmakers reacted 

to the mass shootings.  

Senator Ron Johnson, chair 



of the Senate homeland 

security and governmental 

affairs committee said “we 

must remain committed to 

tenaciously rooting these 

cancers out of our society, 

responding to President 

Trump’s comments 

condemning violent 

extremism.  Senator Tammy 

Baldwin said Washington 

has to move forward. 
 

  
A traffic accident north of 
Tomahawk backed up traffic 
last night News 8/6/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 Wisconsin's attorney 

general is advocating for 

universal background 

checks and a "red flag" law 

after mass shootings in El 

Paso and Dayton.  The red 

flag law would let a family 

member or a law 

enforcement officer 

petition the court to stop 

someone who is mentally ill 

from possessing a firearm.  

Democrat Josh Kaul wants 

the Wisconsin Legislature to 

pass more gun control 

measures and he'd like to 

see a public debate.  Kaul 



says he agrees with Donald 

Trump after the president 

called for bipartisan action 

to stop mass shootings.   

Meanwhile, anti-gun groups 

like Moms Demand Action 

and Wisconsin Anti-

Violence Effort -- or WAVE -- 

are urging the public to 

take action.  The Reverend 

Jerry Hancock with WAVE 

says "what we don't 

condemn, we condone."  

He and his group want to 

see public pressure applied 

and mass demonstrations 

held to influence elected 

leaders to respond.  

A traffic accident last night 

backed things up on Hwy L 

just north of Tomahawk.  

The crash was reported 

about 7 and there’s no 

word on injuries. 

Wisconsin Democrats are 

going to introduce bills to 

accept more federal 

funding for Medicaid and 

expand Badgercare. It’s a 



provision that was taken out 

of Governor Tony Evers 

budget by Republicans 

earlier this year.  Evers said 

this will give Republicans a 

chance to make things 

right since they didn’t listen 

to the people and what 

they wanted.  Democrats 

say Wisconsin is losing 

millions of federal dollars 

that already belong to the 

state.  The measure is not 

expected to make it in the 

GOP controlled legislature. 

 

  
Close family home in Barron 
torn down News  8/7/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Requests to consider 

updating rules related to 

recreational vehicle 

regulations and rules 

pertaining to wetland 

mitigation are among the 

items the Wisconsin Natural 

Resources Board will 

address when it meets in 

Wausau next week.  Some 

other issues include the 

deer management 



assistance program, DNR 

fish stocking, a report on 

agency authority to require 

landfills to accept deer 

carcasses and a request to 

authorize a preliminary 

public hearing and 

comment period for 

proposed rules related to 

storm water discharge 

permits. 

The Barron County home 

where two people were 

murdered and a teenager 

kidnapped has been torn 

down.  According to Sheriff 

Chris Fitzgerald, the Closs 

home in Barron was torn 

down by the bank.  He says 

family members were 

aware of the demolition.  In 

October, Jake Patterson 

shot and killed James and 

Denise Closs in the home 

and kidnapped their 

teenage daughter, Jayme.  

He’s now in prison in New 

Mexico.   



Public meetings will 

continue the next couple 

weeks as Lincoln County 

and North Central Health 

Care continue discussion to 

determine if the agency 

should manage Pine Crest 

nursing home in Merrill.   The 

organization, operated by 

Langlade, Lincoln and 

Marathon counties provides 

mental health, addiction, 

developmental disability 

and skilled nursing services.   

Since May they’ve placed 

an interim administrator at 

Pine Crest after the current 

one retired and have been 

handling the day-to-day 

operations.  The county, 

Pine Crest board of trustees 

and NCHC believe it’s in 

the facility’s best interest to 

have the provider maintain 

the management.  Current 

staff would see few 

changes and keep current 

benefits.  

 



  
State gov. to meet with 
republican leaders about gun 
control News 8/7/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 Wisconsin's Democratic 

governor says he will meet 

next week with Republican 

leaders to talk about gun 

control.  The meetings will 

come in response to the 

mass shootings in El Paso 

and Dayton, Ohio.  Senate 

Majority Leader Scott 

Fitzgerald isn't offering 

much hope for quick 

action, saying new gun 

proposals will be discussed 

in closed caucus this fall -- 

as they have been in the 

past.  Governor Evers' call 

for a "red flag" law is getting 

a cool response from 

Republicans. 

The Marathon county 

sheriff’s department 

arrested a registered sex 

offender yesterday from the 

Milwaukee area.  56-year 

old Raymond Hoelzer was 

found at a home in the 

village of Elderon.  A 

warrant was issued for his 

arrest for not following terms 



of his release.  Hoelzer was 

convicted of first degree 

sexual assault of a child in 

1995 and police became 

suspicious of him last month 

when he was seen near a 

school acting suspiciously.   

More changes for the Merrill 

city council as long time 6th 

district alderman Dave 

Sukow resigned.  He was 

among five council 

members targeted by a 

recall vote last month.  Four 

of them, including Sukow 

survived the challeges.  He 

was unopposed.  Mayor 

Derek Woellner said they’ll 

address the vacancy at the 

next council meeting.   

Wisconsinites are more 

diligent about paying off 

their credit card debt than 

other states, but they still 

owe an average of six-

thousand-737 dollars.  Only 

Iowa credit card users are 

more careful.  The highest 

average credit card debt is 



in Alaska -- approaching 11-

thousand dollars. 
 

  
Storms in Rhinelander curtail 
downtown event News 8/8/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A series of storms put an 

early end to Rhinelander’s 

Ridikulous Dae downtown.  

With gusty winds and well 

over an inch of rain, 

merchants were forced to 

begin packing up shortly 

before 1:00.  Business was 

brisk prior to weather 

coming in.  Coming in 

several waves, the storms 

again knocked out power 

to nearly 10,000 WPS 

customers, most in the 

Lakewood and Townsend 

areas as well as Stevens 

Point, where service was 

disrupted for more than 

4000 customers.  Early this 

morning more than 1000 

were still in the dark, most of 

those in Green Bay. 

 

Rhinelander’s City Council is 

scheduled to meet again 

tonight in special session, 

but two alderpersons 



already notified officials 

they won’t be attending.  If 

one more doesn’t show, 

there will again be no 

quorum and the meeting 

will be cancelled.  On the 

abbreviated agenda, 

approval of the planning 

commission’s 

recommendation for the 

new Aspirus clinic building 

on the city’s north side, 

open public hearings on 

the sex offender ordinance 

and regulations for keeping 

animals and fowl within the 

city limits.  They’ll also 

review several claims from 

sewer backups in homes 

due to the road 

construction and examine 

new council bylaws.  The 

meeting starts at 7:15.   

 

Later this month, motorists in 

Rhinelander’s new 

roundabout will go into 

service.  DOT engineers say 

the work is right on 



schedule for completion by 

mid-October.  Beginning 

the week of the 19th, the 

intersection at Hwys 8 & 47 

will open to traffic but the 

detour east into the city on 

8 will still be used until the 

end of the month.   
 

  
Lawsuit filed over Capital 
One News  8/8/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 A class-action lawsuit filed 

yesterday in federal court 

alleges Capital One 

violated the Wisconsin 

Consumer Act.  The 

financial company is 

accused of failing to 

protect the private 

information of Wisconsin 

customers who had applied 

for credit cards.  Capital 

One has reported a data 

breach exposed the 

information of 100-million 

people nationwide during 

March and April.  Social 

Security numbers, bank 

account numbers and 

other types of private 

information were accessed 



by a hacker. 

The Department of Natural 

Resources is expanding the 

Adopt-a-Dumpster and 

Adopt-a-Kiosk programs to 

offer more residents, 

organizations and 

businesses across the state 

the chance to support deer 

hunters having their deer 

tested for chronic wasting 

disease and help prevent 

the spread of the disease.  

The DNR will now offer cost-

sharing as an option for the 

Adopt-a-Dumpster program 

for volunteers to sponsor a 

dumpster during the deer 

season. The main goal of 

the ADD program is to 

provide hunters an option 

for appropriate disposal of 

deer carcass waste, 

especially in areas where 

carcass disposal options are 

limited or not already 

available.  The DNR is also 

looking to expand the 



Adopt-a-Kiosk program 

which works with volunteers 

to make CWD sampling 

more convenient for 

hunters. The kiosks not only 

enhance the hunter 

experience they can also 

help with reaching CWD 

sampling goals by the 

conveniences they provide.  

More information is 

available on the DNR 

website. 

Government realignment 

threatened to close the 

Blackwell Job Corps 

operation in Laona earlier 

this year until a bipartisan 

cry stopped it.  And Senator 

Tammy Baldwin says 

lawmakers need to keep 

the pressure on.  

 

  
Rhinelander city council fails 
to meet again News 8/9/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 For the third time in as 

many weeks the 

Rhinelander City Council 

failed to meet again last 

night.  Unable to muster a 



quorum in a special 

meeting to make up for 

another missed a week 

ago, three council 

members notified city hall 

they were unable to 

attend.  A quorum is 6 of 8 

members not counting the 

mayor.  They’ll try again on 

Monday.   

A 24-year old Park Falls man 

will be back in Price County 

court later this month, 

accused of photographing 

a woman without her 

permission and charged 

with stalking and 

attempted invasion of 

privacy.  Storm Wallenberg 

allegedly tried to take 

pictures up her dress while 

pretending to tie his show.  

Investigators found 

numerous photos taken 

over multiple days.  He’s 

free on a $5000 signature 

bond.   

The National Weather 

Service confirmed it was a 



tornado that touched 

down on Green Bay’s 

southeast side Wednesday 

night.  Peak winds topped 

85 mph causing 

widespread damage over 

an area of six miles.  There 

were no reports of injuries.  

The last time a twister was 

reported in Green Bay was 

2005. 

A temporary fix for a rough 

nearly 2 mile stretch of 

Business 51 from Rothschild 

to Schofield is in the works.  

The communities met with 

the DOT to secure funding 

for asphalt milling on the 

road from Everest Drive to 

the Eau Claire River bridge.  

In 2025, a $9-million project 

will redo the grade 

permanently.  The 

patchwork will be finished 

by fall. 

And the Packers take their 

first pre-season game, a 28-

26 home win over Houston.   
 

  News 8/9/19 12p,5p 1:30  The Missouri man held in 



Missouri man In missing 
Wis. Men missing case, held 
without bail 

the disappearance of two 

brothers from the Bonduel 

area will stay in jail with no 

bond set.  Garland "Joey" 

Nelson made a Caldwell 

County Circuit Court 

appearance yesterday.  So 

far, he is only charged with 

tampering with a vehicle -- 

a truck being used by 

Nicholas and Justin Diemel.  

Human remains were found 

on Garland's property, 

though they haven't been 

identified yet.  The Diemel 

brothers have been missing 

since July 21st. 

Three million dollars from 

the federal government will 

help Wisconsin community 

health centers, rural 

organizations and schools in 

the battle with substance 

abuse.  The U-S Department 

of Health and Human 

Services announced the 

grant this week.  Local 

agencies are expected to 

use the funding to deal with 



the ongoing opioid crisis.  

Federal officials say the 

number of patients seen at 

treatment centers 

increased by more than 140 

percent between 2016 and 

2018. 

A pastor at Christ 

Community Church in 

Schofield says "it is a sad 

day" when churches have 

to take steps for safety.  

That church has installed 

several security cameras 

and during its services it has 

what is called a concealed 

carry team.  Senior Pastor 

Robert Wilde says 

worshipers feel safer with 

armed people present.  The 

church has a security booth 

where all cameras are 

monitored while people are 

present. 

For the first time in their 130 

year history, the Merrill Fire 

Department has an official 

Fire Chaplain in St. John 

Lutheran Church Pastor 



David Szeto.  He was 

selected from five 

candidates following 

interviews and meetings 

with responders. 
 

  
Drunk driver triggers fire in 
Boulder Jct.  News 8/12/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A drunk driver triggered a 

fire that destroyed a 

Boulder Junction business 

early yesterday.  Just after 

1:30 firefighters were 

dispatched to Gooch’s A-1 

Bar and Grill on Hwy M.  

Departments were still 

being dispatched three 

hours later from across Vilas 

and Oneida counties and 

the UP.  Witnesses said the 

car hit a power pole in the 

parking lot igniting the 

vehicle and the building, 

which is a total loss.  No 

injuries were reported.  The 

driver was arrested, 

charged with OWI. 

 

Lincoln County authorities 

responded to a 911 call 

Sunday morning from a 

man trapped beneath a 



canoe that flipped on the 

Wisconsin River.  The 34-

year old Tomahawk man 

was kept on the phone by 

dispatch for over an hour 

until responders could get 

to him, more than five miles 

from the nearest landing.  

The incident happened on 

a shallow stretch of the river 

north of Hwy A, east of 

Tomahawk.  He was treated 

and released from the 

hospital.  His dog stayed on 

top of the canoe and was 

also taken to safety.   

 

One person was killed and 

another injured in a UTV 

crash yesterday in Adams 

County.  The operator, a 42-

year old man lost control of 

the machine on the 100 

block of 14th Avenue in the 

Town of Rome, hit a 

mailbox and rolled.   The 12-

year old passenger was 

hospitalized.   

 



One person was hurt in a 

two car crash Saturday 

morning.  The head on was 

reported before 11 on Hwy 

47 near Fox Farm Lane in 

Newbold.  One vehicle 

rolled off the road, injuring a 

woman. 
 
 

  
Motorcycle accident injures 
Baraboo man News 8/12/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 Rhinelander’s City Council 

will try again tonight for a 

meeting after a plea from 

Administrator Daniel Guild 

to make sure a quorum will 

be available.  That hasn’t 

happened twice in the last 

two weeks.  The agenda 

has ballooned to more than 

145 pages in the process.  

The meeting’s set for 6:00 at 

City Hall.   

A motorcycle crash in the 

Town of Bradley injured a 

Baraboo man Saturday 

afternoon.  The accident 

reported about 1:00 on Hwy 

S at Herb Mitchell Road 

when a vehicle made a U-

turn in front of the 34-year 



old biker, causing him to hit 

the back of a boat trailer. 

One convicted sex offender 

went missing when he 

removed his G-P-S 

monitoring device and that 

led to questions being 

asked.  Now, broadcast 

reports indicate there are 

13 Wisconsin sex offenders 

which can't be located.  

Thirty-one-year-old Brandon 

King had just been released 

after serving time for sex 

crimes involving a child.  He 

either removed the G-P-S 

tracker or caused it to stop 

working.  There are active 

arrest warrants out in the 

names of the 13 missing 

offenders.   

One person died when his 

home exploded in the Town 

of Lebanon at about 8:45 

Sunday morning.  The dead 

man has been identified as 

the homeowner, but his 

name and age haven't 

been released.  A person 



living nearby says the blast 

shook the entire 

neighborhood.  The 

Waupaca County Sheriff's 

Office put up barriers while 

the incident was 

investigated and no one 

was allowed in until it was 

determined that the area 

was safe again. 
 

  
Formal charges pending 
against Merrill man News 8/13/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A curious news release 

from the Forest County 

Sheriff’s Department last 

night, dispelling rumors of 

threats or the potential for a 

mass shooting.  Sheriff John 

Dennee said his 

department did get a 

request for a welfare check 

on an Illinois resident that 

had been in Oconto 

County and left a suicide 

note.  The person did make 

a purchase at Argonne 

Lumber early yesterday 

morning.  At one point 

yesterday the Forest County 

Potawatomi buildings were 

evacuated but that was 



not at the direction of the 

sheriff’s department.  The 

individual is still being 

sought and there has never 

been any indication of any 

threat.   

 

Formal charges are 

pending against a 23-year 

old Merrill man.  Ryan Bartz 

is accused of recording a 

person using the toilet at a 

private residence in May.  

He allegedly positioned a 

phone in a laundry basket 

near the fixture.  

Investigators were able to 

partially recover the 

deleted files off the device.  

He’s back in court 

September 26th.    

 

A Wausau woman is free on 

a $25,000 signature bond, 

accused of embezzling 

more than $470,000 from 

her employer.  51-year old 

Kristin Lapree faces four 

felony counts, accused of 



taking the money from the 

Rettler Corporation where 

she was the business 

manager.  The thefts 

occurred over a 5-1/2 year 

span.  She allegedly forged 

checks to herself and her 

credit card accounts from 

the company’s checking 

account and admitted the 

thefts to investigators, 

saying she was desperate.  

Substantiated purchases 

included furniture, 

electronics, designer goods, 

hotels and airfare for trips, 

rent for her child’s 

apartment and more.   
 
 

  
Rhinelander city council 
finally meets News  8/13/19  12p,5p 1:30 

 Rhinelander’s City Council 

finally mustered a quorum 

and met last night with all 

members except council 

president George Kirby, to 

a lengthy agenda caused 

by several cancelled 

meetings.  Members 

approved a new ordinance 

creating local restrictions on 



housing proximity, activities 

and event participation 

restrictions for registered sex 

offenders.  They also 

approved a spring ballot 

resolution calling for the 

creation of a nonpartisan 

procedure to prepare for 

legislative and 

congressional redistricting 

plans, addressed security 

issues for city buildings 

having access after hours, 

resolved billing issues with 

the VonBriesen lawfirm, 

representing the city in the 

absence of a city attorney 

and discussed the 

availability of department 

reports for alderpersons on 

at least a monthly basis, 

something they’re not 

getting now.   

The last several years 

Rhinelander’s fire 

department has raised over 

$100,000 for the Muscular 

Dystrophy Association 

through their Fill The Boot 



campaign.  The weekend 

of the Hodag Country 

Festival, firemen stop traffic 

for donations and this year 

raised more than $12,600 

for the cause.  The funds 

help area kids and young 

adults attend a week long 

summer camp. 

Zachary Wakeen tells 

investigators he fell asleep 

after unloading his car and 

forgot his two-year-old son 

was inside.  The boy was left 

there for 10 hours while the 

temperature inside the 

vehicle topped 135 

degrees.  Wakeen entered 

a not guilty plea to child 

neglect charges during a 

hearing in Marathon 

County Circuit Court 

yesterday.  The family says 

the youngster is out of the 

hospital and is doing better. 
 
 

 
Residents of Lincoln Co. 
may join in on lawsuit News 8/14/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Residents in Lincoln County 

may join in a series of 

lawsuits against a local 



contractor.  48-year old 

Raymond Marchel of 

Wautoma is accused of 

taking money for projects 

but never performed the 

work.  He was arrested last 

January and is free on a 

$10,000 signature bond.  In 

Marathon County he’s 

already facing felony and 

misdemeanor charges and 

is due back in court in 

October.  Similar charges 

have been filed in Portage 

County.  The complaints 

allege Marchel cashed 

numerous checks ranging 

from a couple thousand to 

more than $20,000.   

Many Wisconsin farmers are 

feeling the impact of tariffs 

imposed by the Trump 

administration, causing 

once thriving markets to 

disappear.  Some farmers 

and other businesses may 

also be impacted by the 

new US-Mexico-Canada 

Agreement, which replaces 



NAFTA.  Yesterday, Mexico’s 

Consul General was in 

Stevens Point to meet with 

business leaders and discuss 

that impact.  He said the 

partnership can work to 

strengthen local economies 

and make each country 

competitive in the world. 

Last week Lincoln County 

deputies responded to a 

medical emergency on 

Hwy 64 in the Town of Pine 

River.  48-year old Cheryl 

Alexander was revived with 

Narcan for an opiate 

overdose.  27-year old 

Winslow Helsper was also 

treated and 29-year old 

Tashina Alexander was 

arrested for drug possession 

and intent to deliver along 

with two counts of child 

neglect because her one 

year old twins were in the 

vehicle.  All three are from 

Hayward and were driving 

back from a Langlade 

County court appearance.  



They find out tomorrow if 

they’ll head to trial.   

 

 
Injured bus kids take the 
stand News 8/14/19 12p,5p 1:30 

Kids who were on a school 

bus when it was hit by a 

tractor-trailer truck last year 

took the stand in a 

Columbia County 

courtroom Tuesday.  Truck 

driver Wayne Murphy is 

accused of being 

intoxicated when his rig 

slammed into the back of a 

school bus filled with 

students from HOPE 

Christian School.  The 42-

year-old driver from Indiana 

is on trial this week, 

charged with 10 felonies 

and 36 misdemeanors.  

Twenty students were 

injured, four suffering serious 

injuries. 

Wisconsin will join 20 other 

states in a lawsuit 

challenging the E-P-A 

decision to ease restrictions 

on coal-fired power plants.  

The federal Clean Power 



Plan was eliminated in June 

and replaced with new 

rules giving states more 

leeway to decide on 

upgrades for those plants.  

Attorney General Josh Kaul 

says that rule change 

prolongs the country's 

reliance on coal for power.  

The suit was filed in the U-S 

Court of Appeals for the 

District of Columbia. 

The Natural Resources 

Board discussed the impact 

blue-green algae is having 

on Wisconsin during a 

meeting yesterday at Rib 

Mountain State Park.  Part 

of the discussion was a 

case in North Carolina 

where three dogs died just 

a few hours after playing in 

a pond covered by the 

algae.  It can make people 

sick, too.  The D-N-R says it 

has about 800 waterways 

listed as "impaired" under 

the Clean Water Act 

because the toxic algae 



grow there. 

When the Packers take on 

Baltimore tomorrow, 

quarterback Aaron Rodgers 

and his fellow starters on 

both offense and defense 

will see action.   
 

 
Forrest Co. officials address 
mass shooting threat News 8/15/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Earlier this week the Forest 

County Sheriff’s office 

addressed rumors of a mass 

shooting threat, saying 

there was no such thing.  

The word went so far as to 

prompt evacuation of the 

Forest County Potawatomi 

buildings, but law 

enforcement was not 

involved.  They did receive 

information about 

performing a welfare check 

on a person from Oconto 

County who was 

threatening suicide.  That 

individual has now been 

arrested but no other 

information is available. 

 

Wisconsin lawmakers met 

with executives of the 



FoxConn Technology Group 

yesterday but no new 

information was released 

on the discussions that 

included an update on 

company plans.  Party 

leadership met with several 

members of the delegation 

while Governor Tony Evers 

had a separate meeting 

with the electronics giant’s 

chairman, Young Liu.   

 

The remaining two miles of 

the new nine mile stretch of 

the route in Enterprise 

opens tomorrow.  The 

Oneida County Forestry 

Department noted the trail 

connects the Bowman 

parking lot and the Zimmer 

Road parking lot near Hwy 

G and further connects to 

the existing Enterprise Trail 

maintained by the Hodag 

4-Wheelers Club.  The new 

section is run by the Pel-

Cho Mudd Nutz ATV/UTV 

Club.  Bowman Road will no 



longer be used as an active 

route however the Bowman 

Trailhead parking lot is still 

available.   

 

One of the final county fairs 

in the North is underway.  

The Lincoln County fair in 

Merrill, like most others 

provides 4-H displays, rides, 

games, food entertainment 

and more.  The ATV/UTV pull 

is tonight, the demo derby 

Saturday and monster 

trucks 

 
Barron woman returns to 
court on stabbing charge News 8/15/19 12p,5p 1:30 

An Almena woman 

charged with second-

degree intentional 

homicide says she saw her 

boyfriend sleeping with 

another woman and then 

she stabbed him.  Forty-

four-year-old Melanie Kuula 

told investigators she 

grabbed a knife off the 

counter in her apartment 

and attacked Brett Bents.  

Kuula made an 

appearance in Barron 



County court Wednesday 

and she returns to court 

October 1st.  Brents was 

killed last weekend. 

The Trump administration’s 

weakening of the 

Endangered Species Act is 

being criticized.  Former 

Wisconsin DNR Secretary 

George Meyer says this is 

the wrong time to do it.  

He’s now president of the 

Wisconsin Wildlife 

Federation and said the 

changes will make it more 

difficult to protect critical 

habitat.  The action could 

allow the government to 

disregard the possible 

impact of climate change. 

“So land or water areas 

that need to be protected 

for the future for species, 

will not be able to be 

protected under the act,” 

Meyer said.  The 

Endangered Species Act is 

credited with helping save 

scores of animals and 



plants from extinction since 

President Richard Nixon 

signed it into law in 1973. 

The act currently protects 

more than 1,600 species.  

Officials with the new 

Phillips-Medisize plant in 

Hudson say they will be 

filling almost 500 new 

positions at the facility.  The 

hiring will be conducted 

over the next 12-to-18 

months.  Those employees 

can expect to make up to 

17-dollars, 75-cents-an-hour, 

depending on their shift.  

The company calls itself an 

end-to-end provider of 

innovation, development 

and manufacturing 

solutions for the 

pharmaceutical, 

diagnostics and medical 

device market. 
 

 
Rhinelander law officer 
moves on News 8/16/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Since mid-April, Ryan 

Rossing, a detective 

Sergeant with the Oneida 



County Sheriff’s 

Department, has been on 

paid leave.  He’s also an 

alderman for the city of 

Rhinelander where he was 

one of several members 

accused of taking part in 

an open meeting violation 

known as a walking 

quorum, when five council 

members drafted a letter 

critical of council president 

George Kirby.  His 

suspension was said to 

center on that civil 

infraction which was twice 

turned down for 

prosecution by the district 

attorney.  But there’s been 

an internal investigation, 

shrouded in secrecy going 

on at the same time.  Sheriff 

Grady Hartman offered no 

specifics but said it was 

serious enough to warrant 

the suspension.  Rossing 

submitted his resignation 

last week, effective the 24th 

and is now working with the 



Eagle River Police 

department.  He will 

continue serving the 8th 

district in the city.   

Officials in Price County 

recovered the body of a 

missing 59-year old Franklin 

man after he was thrown 

out of his boat Monday.  

The Sheriff’s department 

reported two people were 

aboard when it struck a 

submerged object.  A 61-

year old Milwaukee woman 

was rescued but the man 

disappeared in the waters 

of the North Fork of the 

Flambeau River.  Names 

have not been released.   

People in Portage and 

Wood counties heard 

something that hasn’t been 

around for decades.  Sonic 

booms.  The thundering was 

due to military fighter jets 

on manuveurs, flying at 

supersonic speed.  The 

activity is part of the two-

week Northern Lightning 



annual joint training 

exercise with the Air Force, 

national guard, navy and 

Marine corps. 
 

 
Gov. Evers pushing for more 
stringent background checks 
on gun buyers News 8/16/19 12p,5p 1:30 

Republicans are opposed, 

but Governor Tony Evers 

and his fellow Democrats 

are pushing an expansion 

of background checks for 

Wisconsin gun sales.  The 

governor says the public 

supports the idea after two 

mass shootings in El Paso 

and Dayton earlier this 

month.  There are some 

exemptions to the 

background check 

requirement.  Assembly 

Speaker Robin Vos says it's 

"very unlikely" the 

Legislature would take up a 

universal background 

check proposal. 

A 35-million dollar 

expansion at Reinhart 

Foodservice in Shawano is 

expected to result in 50 

new jobs for the area over 

the next three years.  The 



food distributor is adding 

260-thousand square feet 

to its plant.  Reinhart has 

900 employees at three 

Wisconsin locations.  The 

company also operates 26 

distribution centers 

nationwide. 

You can't fully enjoy 

nature's beauty if you 

spend your time outside 

worried about ticks and 

Lyme disease.  Members of 

an Assembly committee are 

considering a bipartisan bill 

to require insect repellent to 

be sold at all Wisconsin 

state parks.  Cases of Lyme 

disease have more than 

doubled in the state over 

the last 10 years.  Other 

legislation would require the 

Department of Natural 

Sources to post signs 

warning about Lyme 

disease and create a 

committee to study 

ailments carried by ticks. 

Northcentral Technical 



College will launch 

collegiate e-sports this fall.  

Esports takes the form of 

organized multiplayer video 

games from amateur to 

professional levels.  They’ll 

initially compete in 

Overwatch, League of 

Legends and Rocket 

League.  Games will take 

place in a new, state of the 

art e-sports arena on the 

Wausau campus. 
 

 
Gov. Evers wants the state 
to stop using carbon fuels by 
2050 News 8/19/19 6a,7a,.8a 1:30 

Governor Tony Evers wants to the 
state of Wisconsin to eliminate the 
use of carbon-based fuel by 2050.  
The executive order signed Friday 
also creates the Office of 
Sustainability and Clean Energy to 
help promote the development of 
renewable energy and achieve the 
goal of carbon-free electricity.  The 
Republican-controlled legislature 
has already rejected a similar 
proposal.  Evers said,“Unfortunately 
this should have been a priority for 
the entire legislature, but it wasn’t. 
And so we’re making it a priority.”  
The governor says he's extremely 
confident that the utilities in the 
state of Wisconsin are moving 
forward on this issue already. 



 
  

Federal grants of two-and-a-half-
million dollars will pay for the 
installation of solar panels on tribal 
buildings.  The Bad River Band of 
Lake Superior Chippewa in Odanah 
and the Forest County Potawatomi 
Community in Crandon expect to 
save millions of dollars in energy 
bills over the next 25 years.  One 
dozen tribes nationwide got the 
grants.  The money comes from the 
Indian Energy Policy and Programs 
Office in Washington, D-C. 

  

 
 
The Wisconsin Claims Board will 
consider the case of a man who 
spent 25 years in prison for a crime 
he didn't commit.  Derrick Sanders 
is demanding five-point-seven-
million dollars after prosecutors 
dropped the charges last year.  
Compensation for wrongful 
convictions is limited to 25-
thousand dollars in Wisconsin.  If 
the claims board turns Sanders 
down, he could decide to sue.  
Prosecutors in the case reportedly 
don't oppose granting him the full 
amount. 
 
 



Extra law enforcement will be out 
on Wisconsin roads through Labor 
Day, part of the Drive Sober or Get 
Pulled Over campaign. Along with 
the nearly five-thousand officers on 
patrol, the extra enforcement 
includes over 300 drug recognition 
experts.  

 

 
Testing on spring fed water News 8/19/19 12p,5p 1:30 

Test results for a spring-
fed water supply in the 
town of Crescent show 
elevated levels of PFAS. 
The Oneida County Health 
Department recently 
tested water from the 
Crescent Spring on South 
River Road, and found 
significantly elevated 
levels of the potentially 
harmful substance. 
Therefore, the health 
department and the Town 
of Crescent recommend to 
not drink the spring water 
from that source. More 
information can be found 
on the Town of Crescent 
website. 



 
 The Wisconsin Elections 
Commission plans to 
spend up to 30-thousand 
dollars on new computers 
in an effort to keep the 
state's voting process 
secure.  The commission 
was concerned about 
aging systems which could 
affect the security of the 
entire Wisconsin 
infrastructure.  Some 
computers were using the 
X-P operating system, 
which hasn't been updated 
in more than five years.  
Microsoft plans to stop 
offering free updates for 
Windows-7 next year.  The 
W-E-C will take up the 
question again at its next 
meeting in September. 
 
 A man tells deputies with 
the Florence County 
Sheriff's Office, he left a 



woman holding a rope 
connected to his boat 
while he went to get his 
truck at boat trailer.  When 
he returned a few minutes 
later, the woman was 
floating in the Twin Falls 
Flowage at Vagabond 
Park.  No names have 
been released.  The man 
says he got the 48-year-
old woman from Iron 
Mountain, Michigan out of 
the water and started 
doing C-P-R.  She was 
taken to a hospital, but 
she died before doctors 
could help her. 
 

 
State is looking for govt. help 
for storm cleanup News 8/20/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Wisconsin Governor Tony 
Evers is looking to 
Washington for help after 
severe storms, tornadoes and 
flooding left millions of dollars 
in damages last month.  Evers 
sent a letter to President 
Trump requesting a federal 
disaster declaration for 18 
counties and two tribes 



Monday.  Damage 
assessments have put the 
losses at more than 19-and-a-
half million dollars.  If the 
declaration is forthcoming, it 
would help communities 
recover some costs, but 
wouldn't do anything for 
business owners or 
homeowners. 
 
The first pre-cast concrete 
panels at the future site of the 
Foxconn L-C-D plant have 
gone up.  After nearly a year 
of earthmoving, stormwater 
management work and 
temporary roads, the 
foundations are finished and 
what is called "vertical 
construction" is finally 
underway.  The plan is to have 
most of the enclosure done by 
the end of this year.  Phase 
two of the huge project will be 
installing the machinery needs 
to make the L-C-D products, 
with the plant operational by 
the fourth quarter of next year. 
 
Drug and alcohol deaths in 



Wisconsin have more than 
tripled since 1999. That is 
fueling a drop in life 
expectancy for state residents 
in each of the last two years. 
Wisconsin Policy Forum has 
issued a report which finds the 
drug death rate has more than 
quadrupled over the last 20 
years. Babies born between 
2015 and 2017 can expect to 
live 80 years, down from just 
over 80 previously. 
 

 
Tomahawk motel health 
problems News 8/20/19 12p,5p 1:30 

The Lincoln County Health 
Department is investigating 
two confirmed cases of 
Legionnaires disease at a 
motel in Tomahawk.  Two 
guests who stayed at the 
Rodeway Inn and Suites 
contracted the disease.  
Health department scientists 
are trying to find the source.  
That motel has been shut 
down for treatment.  
Legionnaires is called a 
naturally-occurring disease 
which can sometimes build up 
in showers, hot tubs and even 
plumbing systems. 



 
Congressman Ron Kind says 
he hopes to find common 
ground with the president and 
Republicans on lowering the 
cost of prescription drugs.  
During a stop in Eau Claire 
Monday, the Wisconsin 
Democrat was promoting his 
four-step plan.  He wants to 
allow Medicare to negotiate 
drug prices, promote price 
transparency, stop patient 
abuse and lower out-of-pocket 
costs.  Kind says President 
Trump saying he's willing to 
explore drug importation from 
Canada is "an opening." 
 
An 18-year-old Shawano man 
says he just did it to be funny.  
Payton M. Pagel faces six 
charges, including hate-crime 
modifiers, for painting racist 
graffiti on the walls of three 
schools in Shawano.  Police 
say Pagel has admitted the 
vandalism. Pagel is scheduled 
to return to Shawano County 
Circuit Court next month. 
 



Lake Michigan water levels 
have dropped two inches in 
the last month and are 
expected to go down two more 
inches in September. The 
news comes after reports of 
record-setting high levels 
earlier this summer. The 
National Weather Service 
says years of above-average 
rainfall combined with 
expanded winter ice cover 
were factors in setting those 
records.  
 
 

 
Possible laws to help seniors 
and banking News 8/21/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Legislation introduced 
yesterday would allow 
financial advisors and bankers 
to delay questionable 
transaction by their senior 
clients.  State Senator Patrick 
Testin and Representative 
John Macco introduced bills to 
increase the criminal penalties 
for elder abuse.  The 
Republican lawmakers cited 
data from the Wisconsin 
Department of Health Services 
which shows the number of 
elder abuse cases in the state 
growing by 160 percent since 



2001.  If passed, judges would 
have to speed up court 
proceedings in cases involving 
elder victims. 
 
Former House Speaker Paul 
Ryan claims he didn't live in 
Washington during his time in 
Congress, but now he's 
planning to move there.  Ryan 
is leaving Wisconsin for the 
suburbs of our nation's 
capital.  A Ryan aide says 
Paul and his family are 
temporarily renting a house in 
Maryland and will spend time 
there as well as their family 
home in Janesville.  His 
American Idea Foundation will 
still be based in Janesville. 
 
The Barron County Sheriff's 
Office has identified the 
teenager killed by a falling tree 
last week while he helped with 
storm cleanup.  The accident 
happened Friday in Prairie 
Lake.  Fourteen-year-old 
Floyd Lehman died when he 
was hit by a tree another 
cleanup worker was cutting 



down.  He was part of a group 
of people helping with the 
effort in western Wisconsin. 

  

Drivers who try to get away 
from Milwaukee police will find 
their mug photos online soon.  
Police Chief Alfonso Morales 
says his department is going 
to publicly identify reckless 
drivers and people who speed 
away from officers.  Morales 
says he wants Milwaukee 
residents to know who are 
putting lives at risk.   
 

 
Trial for man accused of 
killing a mother and daughter 
could be delayed News 8/21/19 12p,5p 1:30 

Trial for a man accused of 
killing a mother and her 
daughter four years ago could 
be delayed again.  A Brown 
County judge has ordered 
another competency exam for 
Jacob Cayer.  Investigators 
say Cayer broke into his 
former girlfriend's house, 
stabbing Sabrina Teague and 
her mother to death.  Teague's 
boyfriend survived the attack 
and called 9-1-1.  Cayer's trial 
has been delayed several 
times due to repeated 



questions about his mental 
fitness for trial. 
 
A boater who refused medical 
treatment after a weekend 
boat crash has died.  The 
accident happened Saturday 
in a side-channel of the 
Mississippi River near La 
Crosse.  The La Crosse 
County Sheriff's Office reports 
41-year-old Scott Halvorson 
said his injuries were only 
minor the day of the accident, 
but he was admitted to a 
hospital the next day and died 
Monday.  The sheriff's office 
and the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural 
Resources are investigating. 
 
The Winnebago County 
Sheriff's Office is identifying 
the husband and wife from 
Oshkosh who fell into a quarry 
Monday in the Town of 
Poygan.  Deputies say 31-
year-old Alissa A. Bartels died 
in the 40- to 50-foot fall.  
Thirty-one-year-old Lucas 
Bartels was injured and 



airlifted to a hospital, but his 
condition is unknown.  The 
couple was visiting a business 
on County Road D near the 
quarry and a friend found 
them at the bottom of the 
quarry.  People in the area 
tried to help the injured 
couple.  Investigators believe 
the Bartels were not familiar 
with the terrain. 
 

 
Minocqua woman back in 
court on theft charges News 8/22/2019 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A Minocqua woman will be 

back in court next month, 

accused of stealing more 

than $25,000 from the gas 

station she managed.  48-

year old Gina Ozelie 

worked at the Trig’s South 

station and is charged with 

felony theft, taking the 

money from an ATM 

machine.  Investigators said 

she used it for living 

expenses and college costs 

for her child.   

North Central Health Care 

will now manage Merrill’s 

Pinecrest Nursing Home.  

The Lincoln County Board 



approved the takeover in 

part because of operating 

losses.  NCHC is a tri-county 

health care partnership 

between Langlade, Lincoln 

and Marathon counties.  

The Pinecrest Board of 

Trustees has the final say in 

the matter, but is expected 

to approve it.   

The Marathon County 

Board today will meet to 

discuss how to handle a 

couple retirements.  County 

Administrator Brad Karger is 

stepping down at the end 

of the year and a search 

committee is being 

created.  They’ll also talk 

about County Clerk Nan 

Kottke’s retirement after 

being in the job 48 years.  

She leaves next month.  

Supervisors will recommend 

appointing someone to fill 

the remainder of her term 

until the November 2020 

elections.   

More than 2000 workers are 



needed as Kwik Trip 

locations across Wisconsin, 

Minnesota and Iowa 

continue to expand.  The 

company had open 

interviews yesterday at 

each of its 683 locations.  

Anyone 16 or older came 

to apply and still can via 

the company’s website.   

The Packers take on 

Oakland tonight in their 

third pre-season games but 

quarterback Aaron Rodgers 

is still a question mark.  He 

says practices are more 

important. 
 

Prescription medicine prices 
being looked at for a 
possible change 
 News 8/22/2019 12p,5p 1:30 

Wisconsin Governor Tony 

Evers says picking up a 

prescription medication 

"shouldn't break the bank."  

The governor signed an 

executive order yesterday 

creating a task force aimed 

at reducing prescription 

drug prices in the state.  The 

task force will gather and 

analyze data on 

development, pricing, 



distribution and purchasing 

of the vital drugs.  A close 

look will be taken at 

strategies pursued in other 

states to reduce the prices. 

 

The Barron County Sheriff's 

Office investigation of a 

baby's death is still active.  

Emergency responders 

were called Tuesday 

morning shortly before 4:30 

about a non-breathing 10-

month-old baby.  The Bear 

Lake Haugen Fire 

Department, a Lakeview 

Medical Center ambulance 

and a Life Link helicopter 

were all dispatched to the 

location just outside 

Haugen.  Life-saving 

measures were attempted, 

but the baby died before it 

could be transported. 

 

High school and junior high 

student-athletes in 

Wisconsin Interscholastic 

Athletic Association 



member schools have been 

covered by concussion 

insurance.  Now entering its 

third year of the program, 

the policy handled 443 

claims and paid out more 

than $212,000.  Wisconsin 

was the fourth state in the 

country to provide this 

coverage through the 

WIAA.  Nearly 80,000 

student-athletes are 

covered with zero out of 

pocket costs for treating 

concussions. 
 

The Village of Somerset 

passed an ordinance this 

week prohibiting the use of 

Village Park as a stopping 

off point for tubers on the 

Apple River.  The Rivers 

Edge tubing company 

serves 30-thousand clients 

every summer and has 

been in business for 74 years 

and they say the decision 

will now put them out of 

business.   
 



 
Accident in Boulder Jct. 
leaves 1 dead and 1 injured News 8/23/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A traffic accident in Boulder 

Junction yesterday morning 

leaves one person dead 

and another injured.  The 

crash reported shortly 

before 9:00 on Hwy 51 and 

County H where a truck 

broadsided a van when it 

didn’t stop to cross the 

highway.   

The State Trooper involved 

in a crash that killed two 

men will not face charges.  

The WI Department of 

Justice investigation found 

Trooper Jeffery Hoffman 

was not at fault April 29th 

when he put tire spikes 

across the road to stop a 

kidnapping suspect.  The 

speeding vehicle hit the 

spikes then crashed into the 

back of a semi trailer on I-39 

near Portage, killing 24-year 

old TerRance Phillit Simmons 

and 25-year old Terrance 

Simmons.  Everest metro 

police responded to a 

battery report the night 



before the incident where a 

woman had been beaten 

and forcefully taken.  

Another woman was 

assaulted when trying to 

intervene.  The suspect was 

the younger of the two.   

Gov. Tony Evers says 

Republican concerns over 

a pair of gun control bills 

he’s pushing is “BS” and 

may force lawmakers into a 

special session to take up 

the measures.  The 

Democrat said if there’s no 

debate, Republicans will 

pay the price at the next 

election.  Evers wants 

universal background 

checks and a measure to 

take firearms from people 

found to be a risk.  The GOP 

maintains neither issue will 

make it.  

With problems with the end 

zones on the playing 

surface in Canada, and a 

shortened field to 80 yards, 



the Packers lost to Oakland 

last night 22-21.   

 

 
High cost of prescription 
drugs are being discussed 
by lawmakers News 8/23/19 12p,5p 1:30 

The high cost of prescription 

drugs was the topic at a 

roundtable this morning in 

Bloomington, Minnesota, 

hosted by U-S Senator Tina 

Smith, Governor Tim Walz, 

Wisconsin Governor Tony 

Evers and U-S Senator 

Tammy Baldwin.  Medical 

professionals and 

community health experts 

also took part in the 

discussion and heard about 

challenges families are 

facing in affording their 

medications.  Governor 

Walz has met continued 

resistance from Republicans 

as he pushes for a 

statewide insulin assistance 

program. 

Because of lower than 

expected fuel costs last 

year, customers of 

Wisconsin public service will 

get small refunds on their 



bill later this year.  The 

impact of the refunds on 

individual bills will vary 

depending on their power 

uses but the average 

household will see a credit 

for an average of $5.78. 

A recent study found nearly 

1000 people a day leave 

Milwaukee and use 

Chicago’s O’Hare airport to 

fly internationally.  And 

officials at Milwaukee’s 

Mitchell International Airport 

are looking for $25-million in 

next year’s county budget 

for work on a new terminal 

that’s been in the planning 

stage for years.   

Almost half of the 

delegates to next summer's 

Democratic National 

Convention in Milwaukee 

will actually be staying in 

Illinois hotels.  Party officials 

have started calling the 

major event a "regional 

convention."  Delegates 

from more than a dozen 



states will be located in 

Rosemont, Illinois, more 

than 80 miles from 

downtown Milwaukee.  

Visitors from 10 states will 

spend their off time in 

Pewaukee, Brookfield and 

Wauwatosa.  The 2020 

convention is expected to 

draw 50-thousand visitors to 

the area. 
 
 

 
Two Lincoln Co. deputies 
were involved in shootings 
over the weekend News 8/26/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Two Lincoln County 

Deputies were involved in a 

shooting Saturday night.  

The investigation closed 

Hwy 64 west of Mill Road in 

the Town of Corning.  The 

suspect, whose injuries are 

unknown, was flown from 

the scene.  No other 

information is available and 

an update on the incident 

is expected later today. 

Investigators in Langlade 

County are looking into a 

fatal ATV crash Saturday 

night that killed a 25-year 

old man.  The accident 



report around 11 in the 

Town of Ainsworth.   

A woman died in a four car 

crash in the Kohl’s parking 

lot in Rib Mountain 

yesterday afternoon.  

Another person is 

hospitalized with severe 

injuries.  Officials with the 

Marathon County Sheriff’s 

Department say speed 

contributed to the crash.   

One day after Rhinelander 

Mayor Chris Frederickson 

demanded a meeting with 

Governor Tony Evers over 

PFAs contamination in city 

water, Evers issued an 

executive order concerning 

the human made 

chemicals.  The new state 

standard is 20-parts per 

trillion where the federal 

standard is at 70 parts.  The 

chemicals are virtually 

everywhere from non-stick 

cookware and food 

containers to the foam 

used in firefighting.  The city 



council discusses the matter 

again in their meeting 

tonight. 

One farming category 

Wisconsin leads nationally is 

nothing to brag about as 

family farms continue to go 

bankrupt.  The American 

Farm Bureau Federation 

found in the last year, state 

farmers filed 45 Chapter 12 

bankruptcies, down five 

from the previous year but 

still the highest number in 

the country.  Depressed 

milk prices were a major 

factor in collapse. 
 

Update on lawman who was 
shot over the weekend 
 News 8/26/19 12p,5p 1:20 

An update on the officer 

involved shooting in Lincoln 

County over the weekend.  

The Sheriff’s Department 

reported the incident 

Saturday night during a 

traffic stop involving a 

suspect in a domestic 

dispute.  The driver got out 

and displayed a weapon 

when the deputy, with 13 

years experience, fired.  The 



46-year old Merrill man was 

airlifted for treatment and is 

in stable condition.  The 

names are not being 

released as the 

investigation continues.  The 

deputy is on paid 

administrative leave 

pending that outcome.  

Another sizeable agenda 

for Rhinelander’s City 

Council tonight.  Among 

the items, more discussion 

on the water situation that’s 

already closed down one 

well.  Alderperson’s will also 

act on proposals to create 

a new technology position 

and address staffing with 

an executive secretary, city 

attorney, public works 

director and human 

resources.  They’ll also 

address invoices submitted 

by the VonBriesen law firm 

and discuss a 

recommendation to have 

walking quorum-related 

charges removed from 



those and all future city 

costs.   

The number of drug and 

alcohol-related deaths has 

more than tripled over the 

last 20 years.  Suicide rates 

in Wisconsin set a record 

just two years ago.  Those 

are the major factors in the 

state's life expectancy 

going down for two years 

in-a-row, according to 

Wisconsin Policy Forum.  A 

baby born between 2015 

and 2017 can expect to live 

80 years.  The report finds 

Wisconsin had 65 deaths 

from opioid use in 1999 and 

901 in 2017. 

The Iowa-based Hy-Vee 

grocery store chain is 

working with payment card 

networks to identify what 

customer account 

information has been 

stolen.   
 

 
Congressman Duffy stepping 
down News 8/27/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Wisconsin Congressman 

Sean Duffy is stepping 

down.  In a social media 



post the 45-year old 

Republican said his wife is 

expecting and the infant 

has a heart condition so he 

plans to leave office next 

month to support his family.  

The baby girl will be Duffy’s 

ninth child.  He was elected 

in 2010, replacing longtime 

Congressman Dave Obey 

who took office in 1969.  

State Senator Tom Tiffany is 

considering running for the 

position.  Governor Tony 

Evers can call a special 

election to fill the remainder 

of the term.   

An elk from a breeding 

farm in Burnett County has 

tested positive for chronic 

wasting disease.  The WI 

Department of Agriculture, 

Trade and Consumer 

Protection quarantined the 

farm and remaining 

animals, which will be 

tested.  The elk was 

euthanized because of an 

injury when the disease was 



discovered.   

The woman killed in a Rib 

Mountain crash Sunday 

afternoon is identified as 31-

year old Danielle Dahlquist 

of Wausau.  She died when 

her car was hit by another 

vehicle traveling at high 

speed through the parking 

lot at Kohl’s.  One other 

person was hurt.   

US Senator Ron Johnson’s 

been denied a visa by the 

Russian government.  The 

Wisconsin Republican, who 

chairs the Senate Foreign 

Relations Committee’s 

subcommite on Europe and 

Regional Security, said the 

Russian Federation is 

refusing to let him visit the 

country as part of a 

congressional delegation.  

There’s no word on when 

the trip is planned, who else 

is on the delegation, why 

they’re going or why he 

was denied a visa.   
 

 News 8/27/19 12p,5p 1:30 A February trial date is set in 



Trial date set for Marathon 
Co. man accused of killing 
the father of his girlfriend 

Marathon County for a 56-

year-old man accused of 

killing the father of his 

former girlfriend.  Seventy-

seven-year-old Lyle Leith 

was beaten to death last 

year.  Prosecutors say he 

and Lee Franck argued 

about Frank's relationship 

with Leith's daughter.  The 

older man's body was 

found in Wausau in a 

garage belonging to 

Franck. 

A Legislative Fiscal Bureau 

analysis finds Wisconsin tax 

collections were up about 

seven-point-four percent in 

the fiscal year ending June 

30th.  Revenue collected 

totaled 17-point-three-

billion dollars.  Figures 

released yesterday show 

the state collected about 

75-and-a-half-million dollars 

more than the bureau's 

projections last May.  Sales 

tax collections were about 

five-point-seven-billion 



dollars and income taxes 

totaled about nine-billion. 

More Wisconsin parents are 

choosing not to vaccinate 

their kids.  Wisconsin is one 

of 15 states where parents 

are allowed to file a 

personal conviction waiver 

and remove their children 

from school immunization 

requirements.  State officials 

say the number of waivers 

filed has quadrupled over 

the last two decades and 

doctors worry the trend 

could eventually lead to a 

major measles outbreak. 

If you’re not sure if your 

home or business’s flood 

insurance is up to date, 

now’s the time to check.  

FEMA flood insurance 

liaison James Sink says flood 

insurance is separate from 

regular insurance, and it 

works differently as well.  An 

inch of water in the 

basement can cause up to 

$25,000 worth of damage.  



Sink says most home 

insurance policies don’t 

cover floods, and most 

flood insurance policies 

don’t automatically renew, 

so it’s always good to 

check and make sure 

you’re covered. 

 

 
Area man found dead in 
home News 8/28/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The Oneida County Sheriff’s 

Department along with 

Newbold first responders 

and the medical examiner 

responded to a call shortly 

before 10 yesterday 

morning for a person found 

deceased in their home.  

The cause of death 

according to investigators 

was a drug overdose.  

Despite identification being 

made on social media, no 

other information has been 

officially released.  Officials 

issued a news release to 

notify the public as the 

controlled substance was 

likely obtained in the 



county.   

Area lawmakers are putting 

some of the blame for a 

lack of business growth 

across the North on 

railroads.  Canadian 

National Railway disagrees.  

At a hearing yesterday at 

the high school in 

Rhinelander State Senator 

Tom Tiffany said the lack of 

rail freight service is costing 

the area millions.  Mills in 

Tomahawk and 

Rhinelander are some of 

the greatest impacted by 

what businesses say is 

unreliable or irregular rail 

service from CN to the 

area.  Railroad officials said 

service follows demand but 

they don’t see any.  The 

Hazelhurst Republican 

disagrees saying not 

running freight service is 

keeping companies from 

expanding.  Canadian 

National owns most of the 

track across the North and 



UP. 

Tiffany, meanwhile added 

more insight to the 

possibility of running for 

Congressman Sean Duffy’s 

seat.  Duffy, a Wausau 

Republican, announced 

Monday he’s stepping 

down next month to spend 

more time with his family.  

Tiffany said he’d been 

looking forward to the 

chance to run for federal 

office and he’d be the 

logical candidate for the 7th 

District, which includes most 

of the area he now serves in 

the state Senate. 
 

 
Vaping products are to easy 
for young people to buy News 8/28/19 12p,5p 1:30 

A bipartisan group of 

Wisconsin lawmakers says it 

is too easy for high school 

students to buy vaping 

products.  That's why work is 

being done on legislation to 

raise the minimum wage for 

buying all tobacco and 

nicotine products to 21.  

Giving to an underage 

person would also be 



against the law.  The 

Wisconsin Department of 

Health Services reports the 

use of e-cigarettes 

increased 154 percent the 

last five years. 

A major disaster declaration 

for 17 Wisconsin counties 

means local governments 

impacted by severe storms 

last month can apply for 

federal recovery 

assistance.  Crews have 

assessed damages from the 

storms at more than 19-

and-a-half-million dollars 

from severe thunderstorms, 

tornadoes and flooding.   

A Portage County judge set 

a September trial date for a 

fugitive who was on the run 

for three years.  Benjamin 

Button is charged with 

several felonies for the 

sexual assault of a child.  He 

had been sought since 

2016 when he failed to 

show up for a court 

appearance.  He'd been 



living in a bunker near the 

Ice Age Trail in Marathon 

County ever since. 

The Fox Valley Workforce 

Development Board reports 

it is helping 41 Kmart 

employees who stand to 

lose their jobs in November.  

Those workers could be 

eligible to get up to 30-

thousand dollars through 

the national Retail 

Dislocated Worker Grant 

program.  The money 

would be used for training 

for new careers, including 

tuition, housing and other 

needs.  The Waupaca store 

is scheduled to close in mid-

November, even though 

the location wasn't listed in 

previous closing 

announcements. 
 

 
Motorcycle crash kills the 
driver  News 8/29/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A motorcycle crash in Sugar 

Camp killed the operator 

last night.  The bike was the 

lone vehicle as investigators 

with the State Patrol work to 

figure out how it happened 



just after 10:30 on Hwy 17 

and County D, closing the 

highway for nearly two 

hours.   
 

Delays due to increased 

traffic into Rhinelander on 

Kemp Street have been 

alleviated as the DOT 

opened the Hwy 8 bypass 

over the Wisconsin River 

bridge late yesterday.  The 

temporary lights at Kemp 

and Boyce Drive had 

drivers backed up to the 

next set of lights on Arbutus 

Street, better than three 

blocks, as drivers, 

attempting to turn left on 

Boyce tied up traffic.  DOT 

engineers, in opening the 

bypass, say that should 

allow a better traffic flow 

since those drivers no 

longer have to head up 

Kemp Street to return to 

Hwy 8.  Paving is set to start 

on the westbound lanes of 

the highway now and 



drivers will be rerouted 

once again as the projects 

nears completion.   

 

In advance of the 

entertainment Friday night 

at the World Championship 

Off Road Races in 

Crandon, Hwy 8 into the 

city will be closed and 

rerouted between 6 and 11 

pm tomorrow.  Forest 

County Sheriff John Denney 

said the highway will be 

closed between County 

Hwy S to the west and Rosa 

Road by the high school.  

Concert goers will be able 

to get through for parking.  

Traffic will be rerouted to 

Hwy 55 to Hwy S around 

Crandon.  Approaching 

traffic will also see a speed 

limit reduction to 25 mph 

entering the area.   

 
 

 
Part of hiway through Sugar 
Camp closed due to 
motorcycle crash and death News 8/28/19 12p,5p 1:30 

Hwy 17 in Sugar Camp was 

closed overnight and didn’t 



reopen until 8:00 this 

morning following a 

motorcycle accident that 

claimed the life of the 

operator.  The accident 

was called in shortly after 

10:30 reporting the bike in 

the middle of road by 

County D and the victim 

not breathing.  The crash is 

still under investigation. 

 

Following a suspected drug 

overdose in Newbold 

Tuesday, the Oneida 

county sheriff’s office is 

warning the public about 

drugs laced with fentanyl 

circulating in the area.  

Capt. Terri Hook said that 

makes an already 

dangerous drug even worse 

and the drug problem here 

is real. 

 

Wisconsin's attorney 

general and Republican 

lawmakers are at an 

impasse over how to settle 



some lawsuits.  One of the 

bills passed during last 

year's lame-duck special 

session gave the lawmakers 

the final say over settling 

cases.  Millions of dollars are 

said to be at stake in 11 

lawsuits and the parties say 

there is no agreement 

imminent.  Attorney 

General Josh Kaul wants 

members of a legislative 

committee to sign 

confidentiality agreements 

before discussing the cases, 

but Republicans have 

refused. 

 

Russian officials say two U-S 

Senators denied visas 

already knew they were 

barred from visiting that 

country.  Senator Ron 

Johnson reported earlier this 

week that his visa 

application had been 

denied.  Johnson was 

wanting to travel to the 

country with a 



congressional delegation.  

He and Senator Chris 

Murphy have been critics of 

Russia and have called for 

additional sanctions against 

the country.  Russia says the 

Wisconsin Republican never 

officially applied for a visa 

at its Washington embassy. 
 

 
Merrill man in Lincoln Co. jail 
after shooting News 8/30/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A Merrill man is in the 

Lincoln county jail.  46-year 

old Daniel Boldt is due in 

court next week for his part 

in a shooting last Saturday 

night.  Boldt was 

hospitalized after being shot 

by deputy Travis Watruba.  

Boldt was a suspect in a 

domestic-related incident 

and was stopped by the 

deputy when he got out of 

the vehicle holding a 

weapon.  He was treated 

for the wound and arrested.  

He faces five charges of 

possessing a firearm as a 

felon, battery and disorderly 

conduct.   

Oneida County 



investigators arrested 53-

year old Jeffrey Liebscher of 

Sugar Camp in the death of 

a motorcyclist Wednesday 

night.  23-year old Sean 

Holtslander of St. Germain 

was killed when his bike was 

allegedly hit by Liebscher, 

who fled the scene.  A 911 

call reported the machine 

and victim in the middle of 

Hwy 17.  Liebscher is 

charged with hit and run 

causing death and 

homicide by negligent use 

of a vehicle.  He’s in court 

later today.   

Governor Tony Evers hasn’t 

announced when a special 

election would be held for 

the 7th district congressional 

seat being vacated by 

Sean Duffy.  The Wausau 

Republican is leaving office 

next month to spend more 

time with his family.  

Yesterday, Air Force 

veteran Spencer 

Zimmerman announced his 



candidacy for the position.  

Zimmerman, from 

Janesville, ran 

unsuccessfully for several 

other offices in the past.  A 

Democrat, Zimmerman said 

he’ll move into the district if 

elected.   

The Green Bay Packers 

finished up the preseason 

last night with a 27-20 win 

over the Kansas City Chiefs 

at Lambeau Field. 
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An arrest made in a 
motorcycle death News 9/2/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

There’s been another arrest 

in connection with a fatal 

motorcycle crash last week.  

Jeffrey Liebscher was 

arrested Thursday and 

charged with hit and run 

and vehicular homicide in 

the death of 23-year old 



Sean Holtslander of St. 

Germain in the incident on 

Hwy 17 in Sugar Camp.  

Liebscher’s brother Brian is 

in Oneida County Court 

tomorrow facing charges of 

obstruction after giving law 

enforcement false 

information regarding the 

crash, which he knew 

about.   

Long-time Central 

Wisconsin newsman Glen 

Moberg passed away over 

the weekend of inoperable 

stomach cancer.  He work 

at both Wausau television 

stations and was the host of 

Wisconsin Public Radio’s 

Route 51 feature and was 

an accomplished musician.  

In June, Moberg was 

honored as a local 

broadcast legend by the 

Wisconsin Broadcasters 

Association, citing his nearly 

50 years in the industry.  He 

was 66 years old. 

The Sawyer County Sheriff’s 



office has issued a Silver 

Alert for Tony Dantzman, 

believed to have dementia 

or another cognitive 

impairment.  He’s described 

at 5-11, 136# with grey hair 

and brown eyes, last seen 

in Winter Saturday morning 

wearing a checkered shirt 

with black vest, black pants 

and shoes and a Marines 

cap.  Police say he may be 

hitchhiking.  If you have any 

information you’re asked to 

call 911.   

Hurricane Dorian is a 

dangerous category 5 

storm, slamming the 

Bahama Islands and 

Governor Tony Evers has 

authorized with Wisconsin 

National Guard to assist in 

the response effort.  

Hurricane and storm surge 

warnings and watches are 

posted for nearly all of 

Florida’s Atlantic coast up 

to South Carolina. 

 
 



  
Lincoln Co. officials to issue 
underage drinking summons News 9/2/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 Lincoln County Deputies 

will be issuing citations for 

underage alcohol 

consumption after they 

investigated a gathering 

late Saturday night in the 

Town of Harding.  When 

officials arrived numerous 

people fled into the woods.  

18 Merrill area residents 

ranging in age from 16 to 20 

were contacted including 

one who was found passed 

out in a wooded area near 

the cabin where the event 

was taking place. 

Numerous parents were 

contacted to advise them 

where their vehicle or 

children were located.  

A 19 year old Tomahawk 

man was injured after a 

motorcycle crash Sunday 

afternoon in the Town of 

Bradley. He was traveling 

east on County Rd CC near 

Wildwood Rd when he lost 

control and flipped it over.  

The driver was taken to 



Ascension Sacred Heart 

Hospital, from there he was 

flown to the trauma center 

at Aspirus. He was not 

wearing a helmet at the 

time of the crash.   

A 60 year old woman from 

southern Wisconsin was 

injured after a single ATV 

crash in the Town of 

Harrison yesterday 

afternoon.  The woman was 

riding with a group on a trail 

between Cinder Rd and 

Parrish Rd when her ATV left 

the road and struck a tree.   

She was removed from the 

woods by first responders 

and firefighters.  Life Link 

Nine responded to the 

scene but paramedics from 

Oneida County Medic One 

opted to transport the 

woman by ground to 

Ascension St. Mary’s 

Hospital in Rhinelander.  

Deputies reported alcohol 

was not a factor and she 

was not wearing a helmet 



at the time of the crash.  
 

  
Two vehicle crash west of 
Rhinelander sends one to 
the hospital News 9/3/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A two-vehicle crash west of 

Rhinelander yesterday sent 

one person to the hospital.  

The accident reported 

shortly before noon at the 

intersection of Hwys K and 

47 in Newbold.  A 

southbound car on 47 

failed to yield, striking a 

crossing SUV and 

damaging a traffic light.  

The injury was non-life 

threatening.   

Earlier Monday a 25-year 

old Bowler man died in a 

one car rollover in Shawano 

county.  The 911 call came 

in shortly after 3am on Hwy 

N in the Town of Almon.  

The vehicle reportedly left 

the road into a ditch, 

flipping it and throwing out 

the driver.  Despite 

lifesaving efforts, he was 

pronounced dead at the 

scene.   

Another accident, this one 

in Wausau on Hwy 51 near 



Stewart Avenue yesterday 

afternoon around 1:30 

closed the southbound 

lanes for over an hour.  No 

other information was 

available.   

As traffic moved south out 

of Minocqua yesterday, 

visitors were greeted by a 

sight that’s spanned nearly 

50 years.  People in lawn 

chairs lined Hwy 51 in 

Hazelhurst at Whitman’s Bar 

to wave goodbye to the 

constant stream of vehicles 

heading home, marking the 

unofficial end to the 

summer season in the North. 

The annual tradition began 

in the 1960s and locals say 

they’ll celebrate 50 years 

next summer in a big way.  

A cluster of overnight storms 

have over 1500 people 

without power early this 

morning.  Wisconsin Public 

Service reports most of 

them to the east with 

scattered outages in Arbor 



Vitae, Lac du Flambeau 

and Mosinee.  Showers and 

more storms are likely 

throughout the day 

according to forecasters.   
 

  
Reduction in freight  
business costing area 
businesses  News 9/3/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 Organizers with the Never 

Forgotten Honor Flight say 

yesterday’s flight was 

delayed and didn’t get 

back to the Central 

Wisconsin Airport until this 

morning.  The flight was 

originally supposed to land 

last night around 10 p.m.  

It’s unclear right now why 

the flight was delayed.  The 

37th mission has 108 area 

veterans on board. They left 

yesterday morning to 

Washington D.C., visiting 

memorials built in honor of 

the service and dedication 

to our country. 

The reduction in freight rail 

service is said to be costing 

Northwoods businesses 

millions.  The northeastern 

part of the state is the only 



region which has seen a 

decline in the number of 

freight trains over the last 

few years.  A 2018 survey 

found adding 105-thousand 

rail cars would remove 350-

thousand trucks from 

Wisconsin roads annually.  

That would not only save 

money, it would reduce the 

damage done to rural 

roads.  Republican state 

Senator Tom Tiffany is 

suggesting the state fund 

infrastructure improvements 

tied to minimum service 

requirements for Canadian-

Northern Railroad. 

Even though state funding 

was pulled, the Wisconsin 

Economic Development 

Corporation plans to 

continue its campaign to 

recruit Midwestern 

millennials to the state.  The 

W-E-D-C asked for 10-million 

dollars to pay for the 

program which started 

early last year.  A 



spokesperson for Governor 

Evers says the funding 

wasn't included in the 

current budget because 

Evers wants to focus on 

developing infrastructure 

and communities while 

trying to attract and retain 

a talented workforce.  The 

W-E-D-C campaign focuses 

on workers between 21-

and-35 who are trained in 

science, technology, health 

care and financial services. 
 

  
Iron Co, crash leaves one 
dead News 9/4/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 An Iron County crash 

leaves one person dead 

and two others injured 

yesterday.  The accident 

reported shortly before 7:30 

yesterday morning on Hwy 

51 near Hurley when the car 

left the road and hit the 

ditch, killing the 39-year old 

driver and injuring a 44-year 

old woman and 16-year old 

boy, all from Lake 

Tomahawk.  No other 

information is available. 

The DNR is requiring deer 



hunters in West Central 

Wisconsin to have the 

animals tested for Chronic 

Wasting Disease during the 

entire nine-day gun season.  

Mandatory in-person 

registration will also be 

required during the 

opening weekend in parts 

of Dunn, Eau Claire and 

Pepin counties.  More 

details will be available as 

the season draws near.   

Meanwhile, the city of 

Rhinelander is renewing the 

bow hunt for deer within 

the city limits.  The 

application deadline is 

September 13th.  The season 

opens the 14th, running to 

January 5th of next year but 

will be closed for the 

regular gun and 

muzzleloader seasons and 

on Halloween.  Information 

is available at city hall. 

Walmart will stop selling 

handgun and short-barrel 

rifle ammunition while 



requesting customers not 

openly carry firearms in their 

stores.  The announcement 

came following the 

shootings in Texas, one of 

them at a Walmart.  The 

retail giant will make its ban 

on handgun sales 

nationwide.   About half of 

the more than 4750 stores 

sell firearms, nearly 2% of all 

the guns sold in the country.  

Most of those are sold by 

independent gun shops or 

local shows, not large retail 

chains.   
 

  
Taylor Co, officials take in 
suspect News 9/4/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 Authorities in Taylor County 

took a 33-year-old suspect 

who had been described 

as "armed and dangerous" 

into custody yesterday.  

Randal Vestal was accused 

of pointing a semi-

automatic handgun at a 

man Tuesday morning.  The 

victim wasn't shot and he 

told deputies Vestal 

appeared to be under the 

influence of drugs or 



alcohol.  Vestal was 

arrested when he emerged 

from a wooded area near 

the Town of Roosevelt at 

the end of an air and 

ground search. 

Doctors warn of a major 

measles outbreak as 

thousands of Wisconsin 

children attend school 

without being vaccinated.  

State health officials report 

almost 50-thousand 

students have vaccination 

waivers as the school year 

begins.  The report was 

issued at the same time the 

Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention says there 

are more cases of measles 

in the U-S right now than at 

any time in the last 27 

years.  Immunization rates 

of 92-to-95 percent are 

considered necessary to 

keep the virus from 

spreading, but 40 of 

Wisconsin's 72 counties 

have immunization rates 



below 80 percent. 

Three bills are being 

circulated in the Wisconsin 

Legislature aimed at 

helping the state's 

struggling farmers.  All three 

are sponsored by 

Democrats but they are 

said to have bipartisan 

support.  One would help 

farmers pay off their college 

debt, another would offer 

retirement planning help, 

and the third would award 

grants of up to 50-thousand 

dollars for small-scale 

farming operations.  As 

much as 30-thousand 

dollars in student loans 

would be forgiven for 

college graduates who 

commit to farming in 

Wisconsin for at least five 

years. 
 

  
Multiple fires at Pukall 
lumber News 9/5/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Multiple fire departments 

were dispatched to a fire 

shortly after 8:00 last night 

at Pukall Lumber in Arbor 

Vitae.  Things were 



contained to a bark-filled 

silo adjacent to the 

building.  The cause is 

unknown and damage was 

minimal. 

 

The trial of the janitor 

accused of sexually 

assaulting a young student 

resumes this morning.  66-

year old Stavros Illiopolis 

faces three felonies.  While 

working at the Northwoods 

Community Elementary 

School in Cassian he 

allegedly took a 10-year old 

girl into a closet.  At his 

arraignment last year he 

pleaded not guilty.     

 

Police in Wausau are 

warning residents about 

THC Wax, a drug becoming 

more common across 

Northcentral Wisconsin.  

Much stronger than the 

active chemical in 

marijuana, several people 

have been hospitalized 



because of it.  A drug bust 

in Weston last week 

included THC Wax along 

with methamphetamine.  

There were several arrests.   

 

During its upcoming budget 

meetings, Merrill’s city 

council plans to discuss 

eliminating the office of city 

administrator.  The man 

who holds that position, 67-

year old Dave Johnson, 

said if that happens he’ll 

sue the city for age 

discrimination.  He claims 

Mayor Derek Woellner’s 

made multiple remarks 

about Johnson’s age in the 

past and even asked for his 

resignation last year.   

 

Longtime Wisconsin 

Republican Congressman 

Jim Sensenbrenner joins a 

growing list of lawmakers 

not seeking re-election.  The 

76-year old plans to retire at 

the end of his term in 



January, 2021.  He’s 

represented SE Wisconsin in 

Washington 40 years and 

served in the state 

legislature a decade 

before that.   

 

And the Packers meet the 

Bears tonight to kickoff the 

football season. 
 

  
Alert for missing person in 
Oneida Co. discontinued News 9/5/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 A Silver Alert for a missing 

72-year old man in Oneida 

County has been 

cancelled.  William Poull 

was last seen last night 

leaving Jake’s Bar in Three 

Lakes.  He was found early 

this morning. 

Two of the three people in 

an Iron county crash 

Tuesday have been 

identified.  39-year old 

Anthony Nelson of Lake 

Tomahawk was the driver of 

the vehicle when it left the 

road near Hurley.  44-year 

old Dawn Knorr, also of 

Lake Tomahawk was 



severely injured.  Another 

passenger, a 16-year old, 

because he’s a minor, was 

not identified.  

Wisconsin Attorney General 

Josh Kaul says he doesn't 

think a confidentiality 

agreement with 

Republicans is sufficient.  

Officials with the Wisconsin 

Department of Justice met 

with the attorney hired by 

those lawmakers 

yesterday.  Tomorrow is the 

deadline to settle seven 

pending lawsuits involving 

the state.  Even after the 

agreement was signed, 

Kaul's office questions 

whether it applies to every 

member of the Joint 

Finance Committee. 

Local independent gun 

shop owners are welcoming 

the decision by Walmart this 

week to stop carrying 

certain types of 

ammunition.  The retail 



giant will also stop handgun 

sales in Alaska, the last state 

where the company 

offered them.  They’re also 

asking customers not to 

openly carry firearms in their 

stores.  Local dealers say 

the move will benefit their 

businesses where more 

attention is paid to who’s 

buying what.  And the sales 

will go back into local 

economies instead of big 

corporations.   

And the Packers and Bears 

tangle tonight to begin the 

NFL’s 100th season.  Kickoff is 

at 7:20. 

 

  
Bond revoked for 
Rhinelander man News 9/6/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Bond was revoked and 66-

year old Stavros Iliopolis is in 

the Oneida County Jail 

awaiting sentencing after 

being found guilty on three 

felony counts.  The former 

janitor at a Rhinelander 

elementary school was 

charged with child 

enticement, false 



imprisonment and sexual 

assault of a child after 

forcing a 10-year old girl 

into a closet last year.   

 

Stevens Point police and 

firefighters had a small 

ceremony yesterday for K-9 

officer Luna.  The dog had 

to be put down after eating 

a poisonous mushroom that 

caused her organs to fail.  

The department hopes to 

start training with another K-

9 by November.   

What may have been a 

lightning strike triggered a 

fire at Golden Hawk 

Canoes on Merrill’s west 

side yesterday afternoon.  

Minor damage was 

reported to both the inside 

and outside the building.  

Power lines were also 

damaged as service was 

knocked out in the area.   

Wednesday night’s fire in a 

silo at Pukall Lumber in 

Arbor Vitae may have been 



started by a stray spark 

from a nearby smokestack.  

Company officials said their 

safety protocols were 

followed exactly, minimizing 

the damage and getting 

things contained quickly.  

The business is still fully 

operational.    

Governor Tony Evers 

appointed Missy Hughes 

secretary of the Wisconsin 

Economic Development 

Corporation.  Hughes has a 

background in agriculture.  

She replaces Mark Hogan 

who stepped down from 

that position this week.   

It was the Packers defense 

that came to play last night 

in Chicago as Green Bay 

dropped the Bears 10-3 in 

the league opener.  The 

Brewers weren’t so lucky, 

falling to the Cubs 10-5.   
 

  
Marquette lays off staff 
members News 9/6/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 Marquette University 

President Michael Lovell 

says the school is reducing 

its staff size by two-and-a-



half percent.  Two dozen 

staff members have been 

laid off this week.  Lovell 

says the university is getting 

ready for demographic 

changes which could 

mean a decline of 15-to-25 

percent among college-

age students.  Midwestern 

birth rates are down.  Lovell 

says Marquette is on a solid 

financial footing, but it has 

to be prepared for the 

future. 

Less than 24 hours after 

Wisconsin Congressman Jim 

Sensenbrenner announced 

his pending retirement, the 

line of potential 

replacements is growing.  

Wisconsin Senate Majority 

Leader Scott Fitzgerald, 

Republican is considering a 

campaign for the 5th 

District seat Sensenbrenner 

held for more than four 

decades.  Fitzgerald says 

President Trump needs 

strong allies in Washington 



and he will be talking with 

his family and his team 

about the idea.  Former 

state Senator Leah Vukmir 

says she is "strongly 

considering" running. 

More than 1500 of the tens 

of thousands of American 

service members missing in 

action are from Wisconsin.  

The University of Wisconsin 

System was the first 

academic group to partner 

with the Department of 

Defense (DOD) to help find 

and identify those service 

members back around 

2013.  Now, state 

lawmakers are working on a 

bill to bring them back 

home.   

Marshfield Clinic Health 

System named Robert 

“Mike” Dowdy chief 

administrative officer for the 

new Marshfield Medical 

Center-Minocqua hospital, 

currently under construction 

on the Minocqua Center 



campus.  Dowdy has more 

than 20 years’ experience 

in health care 

administration.  The new 

72,000 square foot facility is 

on schedule for opening 

next April. 
 

  
Rhinelander city council to 
meet tonight News 9/9/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Items showing up with 

regularity greet the 

Rhinelander City Council 

tonight.  The group will 

meet an hour early as a 

committee of the whole in 

closed session to consider a 

candidate for the vacant 

city attorney position.  

Steven Sorenson, from 

Oshkosh, works with the 

VonBriesen Law Firm, the 

group representing the city 

in the interim, and has more 

than 35 years of legal 

experience over a number 

of practice areas.  The 

agenda for the regular 

meeting at six includes 

recommending city staff 

NOT use a private 

consultant to conduct an 



information technology 

audit of city hall…and to 

that end, discussion of 

missing employee or former 

employee personnel 

records and documents.  

They’ll also continue 

discussion on the walking 

quorum charges that were 

billed by VonBriesen and 

recommend they be 

removed from any and all 

future city costs.  To date no 

action has been filed yet 

against several 

alderpersons and the 

mayor over a letter critical 

of council president 

George Kirby.  There will 

also be discussion, again, 

about the performance 

review of administrator 

Daniel Guild, now six 

months overdue.  They’ll 

also hear from the police 

department on the first 

intoxicated use of an ATV in 

the city.   

Attempted arson charges 



may be pending for a man 

in Stevens Point who 

threatened to blow up his 

home Saturday night.  

Police responded to the 

residence on the 600 block 

of Washington Avenue and 

determined the man was 

going to use natural gas 

and an open flame.  They 

attempted to evacuate 

nearby homes when the 

man was taken into 

custody. 
 

  
Gun shots reported In 
Wausau News  9/10/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Shortly before two 

yesterday afternoon police 

in Wausau got multiple 

reports of gunfire on the 

city’s east side.  Responding 

officers discovered shell 

casings in the alley on the 

900 block behind 

Washington and Jackson 

streets and determined the 

incident involved juveniles.  

There were no reported 

injuries.  Investigators ask 

anyone with information to 



contact the department.   

State Senator Tom Tiffany is 

touring the state this week 

as he builds his bid to run for 

Congress in the 7th District.  

The Hazelhurst Republican 

said he’s qualified to fill the 

seat being vacated by 

Sean Duffy because of the 

work he’s already done on 

federal issues. Duffy’s 

stepping down the 23rd to 

spend more time with his 

family.  Tiffany plans to 

make an announcement 

today.  Fellow Republican 

State Senator Jerry 

Petrowski, who represents 

the 29th district, including 

Wausau, says he will NOT 

run for the seat.  Several 

others are still exploring a 

campaign.  Governor Tony 

Evers has yet to decide 

when a special election will 

be held.   

US Senator Tammy Baldwin 

wants expanded criminal 



background checks for gun 

purchasers on the agenda 

as lawmakers return to 

Washington from the 

summer break.  A gun 

owner herself, the Wisconsin 

Democrat said law abiding 

gun owners don’t have a 

concern about it and it 

doesn’t involve the 2nd 

Amendment.  President 

Trump meanwhile, who 

expressed interest in the 

checks, has since backed 

off and Senate Majority 

Leader Mitch McConnell 

says he won’t bring any 

measure forward the 

president won’t sign. 

For the first time in years, the 

state transportation projects 

commission plans to meet 

this winter. 

 

  
Sen. Tiffany running for 
congress News  9/10/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 Senator Tom Tiffany made it 

official this morning.  He’s 

running for Congress and 

the 7 District seat being 

vacated by Sean Duffy.  



The Hazelhurst Republican 

said he doesn’t plan to go 

to Washington looking for a 

fight but he won’t back 

down from one.  His first 

stop is in Rhinelander 

tonight as he’ll swing 

through the district this 

week.  Duffy’s last day is the 

23rd and Governor Tony 

Evers has yet to decide 

when a special election will 

be held.   

The early morning 

commute was delayed as 

the Marathon County 

Sheriff’s Department 

worked to clear the site of 

tractor trailer that rolled.  

The accident reported on 

the eastbound lanes of Hwy 

29 between Rothschild and 

Rib Mountain.  Minor injuries 

were reported.  Traffic was 

backed up on the Hwy 51 

ramp as a result, delaying 

drivers.   

The promised big 



announcement from the 

attorney for convicted killer 

Steven Avery is a 100-

thousand dollar reward 

now being offered.  

Attorney Kathleen Zellner 

says a "concerned citizen" 

put up the money.  She had 

promised the 

announcement in a 

weekend tweet.  Avery is 

serving life in prison for the 

2005 murder of 

photographer Teresa 

Halbach.  The money is 

being offered for 

information leading to the 

arrest and conviction of a 

person Zellner calls the "real 

killer". 

The Wisconsin Institute for 

Law and Liberty accuses 

Governor Tony Evers' 

administration of taking a 

step backward in open 

records compliance.  The 

governor's office was 

criticized in a report 

yesterday, pointing out slow 



response times, being 

disorganized and lacking 

transparency.  Evers’ office 

called it a desperate act. 

 

  
Wausau Center Mall is still 
looking for a buyer News 9/11/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Wausau’s City Council next 

month may finally decide 

the fate of the embattled 

Wausau Center Mall 

downtown.  The Finance 

and Economic 

Development Committees 

approved a request for a 

million dollar forgivable loan 

to a non-profit to purchase 

the mall.  The city owns the 

land beneath the facility 

but the building belongs to 

a Miami-based investment 

firm.  The Wausau 

Opportunity Zone’s bid of 

$3 was chosen after the 

mall went on the market 

but they needed the loan 

to pull it off.  That’s what 

city leaders discuss next 

month.  The organization is 

funded by several 

foundations expressly for 



buying the property.  Those 

critical of the plan say the 

deal lacks information, most 

notably what will happen to 

the property once it’s sold.   

Merrill’s City council is back 

to full strength with the 

appointment of Mike Rick, 

Jr. in the sixth district.  He fills 

the seat vacated by Dave 

Sukow last month.   

The annual Fall Ride returns 

to the North with tens of 

thousands of motorcyclists 

converging on Tomahawk 

for the annual Muscular 

Dystrophy fundraiser.  Law 

enforcement encourages 

drivers to be extra cautious 

and look out for the bikes 

while traveling.  This is the 

38th year of the event that 

began on Monday and runs 

through Sunday.  The MDA 

has partnered with Harley 

Davidson more than 60 

years with the hundreds of 

thousands of dollars raised 



here going to research and 

local care.  Last year alone, 

eight new medicines were 

approved to help families 

both locally and across the 

country.  The event is based 

at Sara Park. 

 

  
Wisconsin needs an upgrade 
on suicide prevention News  9/11/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 Wisconsin's attorney 

general says tens of millions 

of dollars are at stake in 

lawsuit settlements held up 

now by a dispute between 

his office and state 

lawmakers.  Josh Kaul says if 

the stalemate continues the 

at-risk figure could grow to 

hundreds of millions of 

dollars.  Kaul spoke about 

the situation at the 

Marquette University Law 

School Tuesday.  A law 

passed during last 

December's lame-duck 

session requires the A-G to 

get the approval for 

settlements from the Joint 

Finance Committee -- but 

there is no process in place 



determining how that 

would work. 

Reminiscent of a similar 

attempt earlier this year by 

Alderperson Dawn Rog to 

suspend Rhinelander city 

administrator Daniel Guild 

fell to defeat with the 

mayor, also for the second 

time, breaking a tie vote.  

His performance review was 

done in closed session but 

no information was made 

available after the city 

council meeting Monday 

night.      

Wisconsin needs an 

upgrade to its suicide 

prevention efforts.  The 

Wisconsin Department of 

Health Services reports the 

rate jumped by 40 percent 

between 2000 and 2017.  

Over the most recent four-

year period people 45-to-54 

years old were most likely to 

kill themselves,.  Suicide was 

the second-leading cause 

of death among Wisconsin 



adolescents. 

More than a year after tech 

giant Foxconn promised to 

spend 100-million dollars 

funding engineering and 

innovation research at the 

University of Wisconsin, 

educators are still waiting.  

U-W-Madison officials say 

they have received 700-

thousand dollars so far, with 

the money funding one 

engineering project.  A 

spokesperson for the 

university says there's been 

no progress in discussions 

about the money. 
 

  
Oneida Co. looking at 
lowering the budget News  9/12/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Oneida County is looking to 

save around $800,000 

mostly because supervisors 

want to bring employee 

wages in line with 

surrounding areas.  

Programs have to be cut to 

get to that number and 

one of them is the UW-

Extension.  Last week the 

Labor Relations and 

Employee Services 



committee voted to non-

renew their contract.  That 

affects much more than the 

Extension, most notably all 

the 4-H programs, 

community foundations, 

the Oneida County Fair and 

others.  Officials with the 

Extension met yesterday 

with the organizations they 

serve in an effort to secure 

future funding.  The move 

would save about $91,000. 

 

Well over an inch of rain on 

average fell across the 

northern half of the state 

and there’s the potential for 

much more.  Forecasters 

say the amounts will be 

spotty one area getting half 

an inch while a few miles 

away it could be two 

inches.  The saturated 

ground has led to flood 

watches posted for parts of 

Marathon County, south 

into tomorrow morning.  

Some downpours yesterday 



dropped as much as five 

inches yesterday and 

overnight.  A dryer pattern 

should arrive by the 

weekend. 

 

Saying Washington could 

benefit from a local 

government leader, 

Mosinee Mayor Brent 

Jacobson is considering a 

run for the Congressional 

seat being vacated by 

Sean Duffy.  Jacobson, a 

Republican, is a full time 

attorney in his third term as 

Mayor.  Another 

Republican, State Senator 

Tom Tiffany, formally 

announced this week he’s 

seeking the position.   

 

And good news for Brewers 

outfielder Christian Yelich, 

as he won’t need surgery 

on his fractured knee.  He’ll 

still be out the rest of the 

season. 

 
 



  
Wausau police arrest a 
person in a drug deal 
shooting  News  9/12/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 Investigators with the 

Wausau Police Department 

arrested a 20-year old for 

attempted homicide.  

Kaiden Bemowski allegedly 

shot a 16-year old boy in a 

drug-related confrontation 

yesterday.  Officers 

responded to calls of 

gunshots on the 300 block 

of Langsdorf Street in the 

city.  They found shell 

casings in a nearby alley 

and later learned the teen 

was admitted to Aspirus 

Wausau hospital with non-

life threatening injuries.  

A spokesperson for the 

University of Wisconsin 

System says increased 

regulations are driving the 

growth of administrative 

positions.  The number of 

administrators in the system 

grew by 53 over a recent 

three year period, while the 

number of faculty members 

dropped by 491.  In 

Madison, the university 



hired more mental health 

counselors and sexual 

violence support 

personnel.  The drop in the 

number of teachers was 

attributed to retirements. 

One of the highest profile 

Republicans considering a 

run for the congressional 

seat for the retiring Jim 

Sensenbrenner says she 

won’t do it.  Leah Vukmir 

said he current work with 

the National Taxpayers 

Union is enjoyable and 

gives her personal freedom.  

At least six other 

Republicans are still 

considering a campaign.   

Wisconsin is one of 16 states 

refusing to sign off on a 12-

billion dollar settlement with 

Purdue Pharma.  Lawyers 

for 27 other states and more 

than two-thousand cities 

and counties have reached 

agreement on the deal 

with the Oxycontin maker.  

Wisconsin Attorney General 



Josh Kaul says his office is 

committed to obtaining 

justice and the current deal 

doesn't achieve that goal.  

Purdue was sued over its 

role in creating the deadly 

opioid epidemic. 
 

  
Police in Loyal say one 
officer was injured in a 
shooting  News 9/13/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Police in Loyal say one 

officer was injured in a 

standoff with an armed 

man late yesterday 

afternoon.  Shots were fired 

as they entered the home 

of 77-year old Robert 

Domine.  He was earlier 

involved in a chase, was 

armed with a handgun and 

took off into the woods 

nearly Hwy Z and Sherwood 

Road.  Schools in Loyal 

were locked down when 

police found him at home, 

refusing to leave.  Tear gas 

was launched as officers 

tried to get in through the 

garage.  Shots were heard 

and an officer was taken to 

the hospital with non-life 

threatening injuries.  



Authorities were still on the 

scene in force early this 

morning.  

Another heavy police 

response, this one in 

Wausau yesterday 

afternoon on the 700 block 

of East Thomas Street.  

Authorities responded to 

reports of a hostage 

situation involving several 

armed people.  

Investigators determined 

that wasn’t the case and 

two people were arrested, 

likely facing charges of 

obstruction, possession of 

drug paraphernalia and a 

probation violation.  No 

other information is 

available.   

As thousands of bikers arrive 

in Tomahawk and the 

surrounding areas for the 

annual Fall Rider, news from 

Harley-Davidson of more 

layoffs.  The company 

reports it’s laid off 40 



workers as part of the 

reorganization of its 

merchandise division in 

Milwaukee.  The company 

hasn't expanded on the 

details of the move.  That 

division accounted for 

about five percent of the 

motorcycle maker's 

revenue last year.  Harley-

Davidson is dealing with 

weak demand for its 

products in the U-S, a 

market representing more 

than half of total sales.   

 

  
Drug shooting in Wausau 
was a set-up News 9/13/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 It was a setup from the 

start.  Wausau police say a 

20-year-old man and a 14-

year-old girl intended to rob 

a 16-year-old who was 

selling drugs.  Kaiden 

Bemowski was the 

suspected shooter and is in 

court today.  The 16-year-

old thought he was going 

to sell drugs to the girl, but 

instead, he was shot in the 

head.  He is expected to 



survive. 

A 32-year-old homicide 

suspect agrees with a 

doctor's evaluation -- he is 

competent to stand trial.  

Preston Kraft is charged 

with first-degree intentional 

homicide in the death of 

Robert Petit.  Kraft was in 

Rusk County Circuit Court 

yesterday and wants a new 

lawyer, a new judge and a 

change of venue for his 

trial.  Earlier this year Kraft 

was found incompetent to 

go to trial in Chippewa 

County on a different set of 

charges. 

The Wisconsin Department 

of Health Services will 

coordinate a new lead 

abatement program in the 

state.  Federal dollars from 

the Centers of Medicare 

and Medicaid Services will 

be used to remove lead-

based paint and lead dust 

hazards in the homes of 

low-income families.  Lead 



will also be removed from 

the soil in yards where it is 

detected.  The task for D-H-

S is to make sure the people 

providing the services are 

properly trained and 

certified by the state. 

A groundbreaking 

ceremony is set for next 

Friday as work to expand 

the Aspirus Clinic in 

Rhinelander begins shortly.  

The 21,000 square foot 

addition will double the size 

of the existing clinic.  Plans 

are to have it operational 

by next October.   
 

  
Talks between GM and 
striking workers happen 
today News 9/16/19 6a,7a,7a 1:30 

 Talks are supposed to 

resume this morning 

between General Motors 

and striking employees.  

More than 49,000 walked 

off the job, idling 33 

manufacturing plants 

across nine states.  The 

stoppage is over wages, 

plant closures and other 

issues.  Company 

representatives say they’ve 



offered raises and billions of 

dollars worth of factory 

investments, creating 5400 

new positions, some filled 

by existing employees.  

They also offered higher 

profit sharing, nationally 

leading health benefits and 

an $8000 payment to each 

worker upon ratification of 

a new four year contract.  

The old one expired 

Saturday.  Union workers 

are looking for salary 

increases, based on the $8-

billion profit made by GM 

last year alone.  They also 

want to re-tool factories 

slated to close.   

Firefighters in Marshfield 

spent most of Saturday 

fighting a blaze at Lang 

Equipment.  Initial calls 

came in just after eight that 

morning with as many as 10 

departments responding.  

Most of the day was pulling 

the steel ceiling apart to 

get to smoldering insulation.  



Crews didn’t leave the 

scene until 5:30.  No cause 

was available.   

The start of the bow deer 

season opened over the 

weekend and the DNR has 

chronic wasting disease 

sampling opportunities 

available for Florence, 

Forest, Langlade, Lincoln, 

Oneida and Vilas counties.  

The department will issue 

CWD surveillance permits to 

private landowners with the 

two surveillance area 

boundaries and public land 

near the Oneida/Lincoln 

area.  The permits are for 

property specific harvest 

authorizations and CWD 

sampling is required.  

Information is available on 

the DNR website. 

And the Packers beat the 

Vikings yesterday, 21-16. 

 

  
US gas prices expected to 
rise after unrest in Saudi 
Arabia News 9/16/19 12p,5p 1:30 

 The drone and missile 

attack on oil fields in Saudi 



Arabia over the weekend 

will affect gas prices at the 

pump locally as soon as 

today.  Suppliers say drivers 

can expect increases of 14 

cents or more per gallon by 

late afternoon.  However 

the increases may temper a 

bit by the end of the week.  

The price per barrel of oil 

could rise by $5 to $10 and 

that translates into 10-to-24 

cent increases at the pump 

for gas, diesel and jet fuel.   

Speaking of oil, due to what 

were called operational 

differences, Lucas Oil 

dissolved the Midwest Short 

Course League for off road 

races.  In a statement the 

company said the decision 

didn’t come lightly and 

they’re looking to move into 

next year with continued 

racing in California and 

Arizona.  Officials with the 

Crandon Off Road complex 

said the move will not 

affect their operation and 



expect to announce news 

of an improved race series 

soon.   

Tossing out old electronics -- 

like batteries -- with your 

daily trash can be 

dangerous.  The warning 

comes from the Wisconsin 

Department of Natural 

Resources after a lithium-ion 

battery caused a fire in an 

Outagamie County 

compactor box last Friday.  

On its Facebook page, the 

D-N-R reminds people 

lithium-ion batters can still 

contain a substantial 

charge even when they 

seem to be "dead."  That 

kind of battery is found in 

most smartphones, 

computers and tablets -- 

and electronics are 

banned at Wisconsin 

landfills. 

Lincoln County officials 

report no major incidents 

involving motorcycles 

during last week’s annual 



Fall Ride.   
 

 
Man accused of stealing 
from area business is back 
in court News 9/17/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The man accused of 

stealing what could be in 

the millions of dollars from 

the Remington Oil gas 

stations he managed is 

back in Oneida County 

Court today.  40-year old 

Aries Tatrow faces a felony 

theft charge for taking cash 

out of the businesses for 

years.  Investigators said he 

had access to the registers 

to issue refunds and 

allegedly removed cash to 

pay several employees off 

the books and spent nearly 

$700 a month on stimulants.  

The Rhinelander man has a 

pre-trial conference this 

afternoon while he looks for 

a new attorney after his 

lawyer withdrew, citing a 

conflict.  Tatrow entered a 

not guilty plea last October. 

Additional charges are 

being filed against 44-year 

old Jeremiah Button of 

Richfield, accused of 



multiple sex crimes against 

children and who allegedly 

fled law enforcement for 

more than three years by 

living in a makeshift bunker 

in Marathon County.  

Portage County Judge 

Thomas Eagon allowed 

prosecutors to bring nine 

additional counts of 

possession of child 

pornography in the case 

that opens next week.   

DNR wardens are looking 

for information about an elk 

that was illegally shot.  The 

animal was found off Hwy 

77 and Forest Road 174 in 

Sawyer County Saturday.  

Anyone in the area 

between five and seven 

that morning that may 

have seen something are 

asked to contact the DNR 

tipline. 

Governor Tony Evers signed 

an executive order 

yesterday, creating a task 

force to study issues facing 



the growing number of 

retired people in the state.  

The bi-partisan group is led 

by state Treasurer Sarah 

Godlewski. 
 

 
Former Wausau firefighter to 
enter plea on sex charge News 9/17/19 12p,5p 1:30 

A former Wausau firefighter 

has apparently reached a 

plea agreement with 

prosecutors in his sexual 

assault case.  Thirty-four-

year-old Clifford Heiser was 

scheduled to go on trial 

today (Tuesday), but a plea 

hearing will be held 

instead.  Heiser is accused 

of assaulting a patient while 

she was in the back of an 

ambulance two years ago.  

Investigators said they 

found his saliva on her 

chest.  The hearing will be 

held in Marathon County 

Circuit Court. 

A western Missouri man 

accused of tampering with 

the truck rented by two 

missing Wisconsin brothers 

has waived his preliminary 

hearing.  Garland Nelson 



will be arraigned October 

7th.  Brothers Nick and 

Justin Diemel of Shawano 

County went missing in July 

after traveling to see 

Nelson.  They are presumed 

dead.  Human remains 

found on Nelson's Caldwell 

County farm haven't been 

identified.  Prosecutors say 

he drove the Diemel's rental 

truck to a parking lot and 

left it. 

Emergency responders 

rushed to a Madison middle 

school last week when a 

natural gas odor was 

reported.  Blackhawk 

Middle was evacuated 

Friday afternoon.  When 

firefighters arrived, a 

Madison Gas and Electric 

technician told them his 

sensor didn't detect any 

gas.  The firefighters' sensors 

didn't detect natural gas 

either, so they went to the 

classroom where the odor 

was first reported.  Inside a 



cabinet in that room, they 

found a plastic container 

with rotting cookies and 

protein bars -- which were 

giving off that suspicious 

odor.  

The Milwaukee Brewers 

have Brandon Woodruff 

coming off the injured list 

and he’ll start tonight at 

home against the San 

Diego Padres. 
 

 
A Waupaca student to be 
charged as an adult News 9/18/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A 17-year old was charged 

as an adult after 

threatening to shoot 

students at Waupaca High 

School.  Dominick Silva is 

accused of plotting to fire 

on students after lunch as 

they gathered in the 

hallway.  Police were 

tipped about the plan last 

Sunday.  Attendance at the 

school yesterday was down 

90%.  Investigators say Silva 

had detailed plans for the 

incident.  He faces a felony 

count of making terrorist 

threats. 



 

In an effort to improve 

victim services and address 

backlogs, Governor Tony 

Evers yesterday announced 

more than 60 assistant 

prosecutors will be spread 

out across 56 counties in 

the state.  None of them 

however are north of 

Marathon County, who will 

get three full time and a 

half time position.  This is the 

largest full time employee 

increase in nearly 30 years. 

 

Come October voters in 

Lac du Flambeau will vote 

for tribal leadership.  And 

for the first time in recent 

memory, candidates for 

office took questions from 

members and residents in 

an organized forum.  Topics 

included the upcoming 

election, housing, hemp 

farming and solar energy.   

 

Meanwhile, state 



lawmakers will be in LdF 

today to discuss a bi-

partisan bill taking on 

violence against tribal 

women.  The National 

Congress of American 

Indians Policy Research 

Center found last year 

more than 4 in 5 American 

Indian women have 

experienced violence in 

their lifetimes. More than 

half experienced sexual 

violence or physical 

violence from a partner. 

 

The first Republican 

announced for the 

congressional seat of 

retiring Representative Jim 

Sensenbrenner.  Wisconsin 

Senate Majority Leader 

Scott Fitzgerald launched 

his campaign yesterday.   

 
 

 
People are still passing 
school buses illegally News 9/18/19 12p,5p 1:30 

Police in Stanley put an 

educational video on their 

Facebook page before the 

school year started.  That 



hasn't kept at least three 

drivers from illegally passing 

a school bus with its 

warning lights on.  The 

Stanley-Boyd School District 

spent 40-thousand dollars to 

put six cameras each on a 

dozen buses.  That 

technology is a big help in 

catching the drivers who 

don't stop.  Those drivers 

wind up paying tickets of 

more than 326-dollars. 

An accident yesterday 

between a school bus and 

a pickup sent two people in 

the truck to a nearby 

hospital for treatment of 

minor injuries in Lowville.  

Columbia County Sheriff's 

deputies cited the school 

bus driver for failure to yield 

the right-of-way.  The 

pickup hit the front bumper 

of the bus while the bigger 

vehicle was making a turn.  

No students hurt. 

The Lafayette County 

Sheriff's Office identified the 



33-year-old driver from 

Illinois who was involved in 

a hit-and-run accident last 

weekend.  A tip led 

investigators to Jennifer 

Mckee.  The crash is still 

being investigated and no 

charges have been filed so 

far.  Authorities think Mckee 

hit a buggy driven by an 

Amish man Sunday morning 

in Darlington, injuring the 

driver and killing the horse.  

The Dodge County Sheriff's 

Office is investigating a 

fatal hunting accident in 

Reeseville yesterday 

morning.  Investigators say 

two brothers were hunting 

squirrels when the 65-year-

old victim was fatally 

wounded.  The 61-year-old 

younger brother told 

authorities he saw some 

movement and 

accidentally shot his 

brother.  The names of the 

two men haven't been 

released. 
 



 
Rhnelander high school 
football coach wins award News 9/19/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Wisconsin hospitals say 

proposed legislation would 

saddle them with more 

regulations related to 

discharge planning. The 

Care Act would require 

hospitals provide 

instructions to caregivers 

upon the discharge of their 

family members.  The AARP 

pushing the measure 

maintains the bill passed in 

40 other states so it’s not a 

radical idea.  Hospital 

officials say facilities here 

are already doing a good 

job for their discharged 

patients and caregivers, 

citing information from 

national studies.  

More than 50 Wisconsin 

counties have feeding 

restrictions in place for 

wildlife, including Langlade, 

Lincoln, Marathon, Oneida 

and Vilas.  And the DNR 

reminds people with 

hunting seasons now 



active, that feeding bans 

are enforced in the 

counties testing positive for 

chronic wasting disease in 

deer.  The department 

guidelines say people can 

still feed birds and small 

mammals provided it’s 

within 50 yards of a human 

dwelling and high enough 

to prevent access by deer.  

Maps of the affected areas 

are available on the DNR’s 

website. 

The Green Bay Packers 

Coach of the Week 

program supports football 

outreach efforts by giving 

high school coaches the 

recognition they deserve, 

along with a $2000 

donation to the school’s 

football program.  This week 

Aaron Kraemer of 

Rhinelander gets the honor.  

In his first year, Kraemer’s 

led the Hodags to a 4-0 

start to the season, the best 



record since 1974.  That 

mark will be tested 

tomorrow night as they 

travel to Medford, also 

undefeated.  Kraemer, in 

receiving the award, was 

quick to attribute it to the 

staff he has around him and 

a motivated team.  

 

 
Woman running a 
prostitution ring in court News 9/19/19 12p,5p 1:30 

Wisconsin was one of six 

states where authorities say 

a woman who called 

herself "Madame Priscilla 

Belle" was running a 

prostitution business.  

Federal prosecutors say 

Jessica Nesbitt generated 

millions of dollars through 

the services provided.  She 

entered a not guilty plea 

during a hearing in 

Chicago.  The judge told 

Nesbitt to find a different 

line of work -- at least until 

the court can decide if she 

was breaking the law. 

 A woman who led 

authorities on a 25-mile 



chase through two counties 

might still be going -- if her 

car hadn't caught on fire.  

Police say they took 34-

year-old Ashley Deangelis 

into custody Tuesday and 

she was released on bond 

yesterday after a Shawano 

County Circuit Court 

appearance.   

The University of Wisconsin 

won a grant to create one 

of three regional dairy 

business centers across the 

country.  Federal money will 

be used to provide 

technical and financial 

assistance to help dairy 

producers diversify and 

adapt to market trends.  

Centers will also be located 

in Vermont and Tennessee.  

The goal of the three-year 

initiative is to make U-S dairy 

farms more viable in a 

challenging marketplace.  

Executives of Facebook, 

Google and Twitter told 

Congress they've gotten 



better and faster at 

detecting and removing 

violent extremist content on 

their social media platforms 

in the face of mass 

shootings fueled by hatred.  

They told the Senate 

Commerce Committee 

they’re spending money on 

technology to improve the 

ability to flag extremist 

content and take the 

initiative to reach out to law 

enforcement to try to head 

off potential violent 

incidents. 
 

 
More states are passing bills 
for safer gun laws News 9/20/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

At least 17 states have 

passed bills for gun safety 

and more than 20 others 

are considering it.  Including 

Wisconsin.  Governor Tony 

Evers yesterday, along with 

Democratic lawmakers 

introduced what’s called 

an extreme risk protection 

order or, red flag bill that 

allows judges to seize guns 

from someone determined 

to be a threat.  It also allows 



anyone to report someone 

else they believe shouldn’t 

have a weapon.  

Republican Senator Tom 

Tiffany said this is nothing 

but gun confiscation and 

said this dream of the 

Governor will never 

become reality.  Currently, 

law enforcement cannot 

confiscate weapons unless 

a crime or incident has 

already happened.  Evers 

says the measure is not to 

prevent mass shootings but 

to save lives.   

In a related story, the 

Wisconsin Institute for Law 

and Liberty reached an 

agreement ending the gun 

ban at the Menomonie 

Housing Authority.  

Residents living in public 

housing and the 

conservative organization 

challenged the ban as a 

violation of the Second 

Amendment.  The city will 

no longer enforce the 



weapons ban and will 

remove the clause from 

lease agreements by spring. 

Mosinee Mayor Brent 

Jacobsen is not going to 

run for Sean Duffy’s 7th 

district congressional seat.  

He was earlier considering it 

but in a statement 

yesterday he said the race 

would take him away from 

his job and there is still work 

to be done as mayor.  Duffy 

is stepping down next week 

for family reasons and a 

date for a special election 

has still not been set.   

And the Brewers dropped 

the Pardres yesterday 5-1. 

 

 
Reckless driver arrested 
after crashing into 
Rhinelander park. News 9/23/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Shortly before five Saturday 

afternoon, the State Patrol, 

Oneida County Sheriff’s 

deputies and Rhinelander 

Police responded to calls of 

a reckless driver heading 

into town on Hwy 8.  The 

minivan reportedly hit 



several mailboxes and 

another vehicle as it made 

its way to Kemp Street 

where at high speed 

crashed through the 

Oneida Avenue 

intersection at Pioneer Park, 

through the batting cage 

and smashing into the 

restrooms.  The driver was 

injured and taken to the 

hospital, no other 

information is available.   

 

Both the Oneida and Vilas 

Country Sheriff’s 

departments are still looking 

for 40-year old Christoper 

Fralick, who was involved in 

a domestic violence 

incident in Lac du 

Flambeau and another 

high speed chase Saturday.  

He’s considered armed and 

dangerous, last seen driving 

a 2012 black Jeep Liberty.  

Anyone with information is 

asked to call either 

department or 911. 



 

Among the action items for 

the Rhinelander City 

Council tonight, appointing 

a full time city attorney.  

Steve Sorenson of Oshkosh 

works with the VonBriesen 

firm that’s been 

representing the city after 

Carrie Miljevich was let go 

earlier this year.  They’ll 

again discuss administrator 

Daniel Guild’s performance 

review and move to closed 

session to review a lawsuit 

filed by Lincoln Plaza over 

property taxes.   

 

And in sports, the Packers 

dropped the Denver 

Broncos 27-16 moving to 3-0 

on the young season.  And 

the Rhinelander team of 

Dan Gropengiser and 

Jarrod Haenel took top 

honors in the 38th annual 

Hodag Musky Challenge 

over the weekend with four 

fish over 40 inches, all from 



Crescent Lake.  Fifty fish 

were caught and released. 
 

 
Menasha man charged with 
multiple offenses after high 
speed chase in a crash News 9/23/19 12p,5p 1:30 

A 28-year old Menasha 

man faces dozens of 

charges after a high speed 

chase into Rhinelander 

Saturday afternoon.  Travis 

Johnson purposely hit a 

number of items coming 

into town on Hwy 8 

including mailboxes, signs 

and several vehicles.  

Authorities said this was a 

very dangerous situation, 

especially when he was 

driving into oncoming traffic 

while spilling the contents of 

the van he was driving with 

the rear hatch open.  He 

was pursued by the state 

patrol and Oneida county 

deputies as he came onto 

Kemp street at over 60 mph 

when he crashed through 

Pioneer Park, stopping 

when the van slammed into 

the restroom building.  He 

was treated for minor 

injuries.  The numerous 



charges include OWI, more 

than five counts of hit and 

run, drug possession and a 

number of vehicle citations.   

Preliminary hearings are 

scheduled for next week for 

two people involved in a 

shooting which happened 

during what authorities think 

was a drug deal.  Julia 

Appleyard and Kaiden 

Bemowski made their first 

appearances in Marathon 

County Court Friday.  

Investigators say Appleyard 

drove her son to a drug 

deal in Wausau.  Bemowski 

is accused of opening fire 

on them.  No other names 

were released, but deputies 

say two people involved in 

the incident were minors. 

Goodwill Industries of North 

Central Wisconsin picked 

up an AT&T Foundation 

Grant to support its school-

to-work program.  The 

program provides work and 

training experience for high 



school students who have 

barriers to employment.  

The presentation was made 

at the Goodwill Retail Store 

and Training Center in 

Antigo this afternoon.   
 

 
Fon Du Lac man involved in 
crash in Eagle River News 9/24/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Rhinelander’s city council 

last night supported the 

Oneida Country Sheriff’s 

department on several 

fronts.  Dispatch, as it’s 

been informally for more 

than a decade, will 

continue at the county 

level.  This time with an 

agreement in place.  

Rhinelander Police will also 

continue with a full time 

officer in the North Central 

Drug Enforcement Group 

and two city medics on the 

county’s special response 

team.  The city also 

approved supporting 

upgrades to the dispatch 

center with more than 

$16,000 in funding.   

 

A Fond du Lac man was 



seriously injured last night in 

a motorcycle crash in Eagle 

River.  Police reported the 

accident at the intersection 

of Wall and Bridge Streets 

just after 8:00 when the bike 

struck a car stopped at a 

red light.  He was thrown 

from the machine over the 

car and taken to Aspirus 

Wausau Hospital in serious 

condition.  No other 

information is available. 

 

Four people are 

hospitalized after an 

explosion leveled a home in 

the Town of Grant in 

Shawano County.  Several 

departments responded to 

a fire call to the home on 

Hwy M and Verg Road.  

Witnesses said there were 

two explosions.  Four 

medical helicopters airlifted 

those injured but their 

conditions are unknown. 

 

Republican Congressman 



Sean Duffy’s last day in 

Washington was yesterday, 

resigning to be with his wife 

who’s having a difficult 

pregnancy.  As candidates 

line up for the seat, 

Governor Tony Evers 

announced the special 

election to fill the 7th District 

seat will be January 27th of 

next year.  If a primary is 

necessary, that will be 

December 30th.   
 

 
Senate majority leader thinks 
the state will be able to cut 
taxes next year News 9/24/19 12p,5p 1:30 

Senate Majority Leader 

Scott Fitzgerald thinks the 

Wisconsin Legislature will be 

able to cut taxes next year.  

Fitzgerald says lawmakers 

could use the additional tax 

revenue which has been 

projected to fund the cuts.  

His comments come less 

than a week after the 

Republican announced 

he's running for Congress in 

the 5th District.  Democratic 

Governor Tony Evers has 

suggested additional 

revenue should be kept in 



reserve in case the 

economy goes through a 

downturn. 

Another Republican is 

looking to fill the vacated 

seat of Sean Duffy in the 7th 

Congressional District.  

Retired Army Capt. Jason 

Church announced he’ll 

seek the position.  In a 

statement he said he 

answered the call to serve 

his country and he’s proud 

to do it again.  Church lost 

both legs below the knee in 

an IED explosion while in 

Afghanistan in 2012.  He’s a 

Menomonie native.   

Shawano County 

investigators are back at 

the scene of a home 

explosion today.  The 

sheriff's department says 

four people were injured in 

the blast yesterday 

afternoon at about 4:00 P-

M in the Town of Grant.  

They had to be airlifted to a 

hospital for treatment.  No 



names have been released 

and it isn't known what the 

victims' medical conditions 

are.  The Wisconsin Fire 

Marshal was called to the 

scene. 

A Wisconsin man, already in 

prison for a different crime is 

confessing to killing Teresa 

Halbach.  A New York 

paper reports investigators 

are working to corroborate 

the story.  Steven Avery and 

his nephew Brendan Dassey 

are serving time in prison for 

the murder.   
 

 
More storms across the state 
last night knock out power News 9/25/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

At the height of the severe 

storms that rolled across the 

state last night more than 

3000 customers of Wisconsin 

Public Service were without 

power.  Early this morning 

that number was down to 

just over 700, mostly in Lac 

du Flambeau, Merrill and 

Rhinelander.  There was at 

least one tornado 

touchdown with a large 

amount of damage 



reported along the 

Chippewa and Dunn 

county line.  Semi trailers 

were tipped and homes 

and businesses were 

damaged and power lines 

were dropped near Eau 

Claire.  A few people 

received minor injuries.   

A convicted sex offender is 

jailed again for having 

sexual contact with a child.  

39-year old James Bieritz III 

of Antigo is held on a 

$100,000 cash bond facing 

three felony counts for the 

incidents that occurred in 

January of 2016.  His 

previous conviction was in 

1999. 

The plan for a non-profit 

agency to buy the 

beleaguered Wausau 

Center Mall picked up 

support from the Chamber 

of Commerce.  The city 

council votes on the idea 

next month whether to 

allow the Wausau 



Opportunity Zone Fund, 

made up of a couple local 

foundations, to purchase 

the property.  The group 

has asked the city for a $1-

million forgivable loan to 

buy it.   

Wisconsin communities 

using outdated and 

potentially unsecure 

computers to tabulate 

ballots may benefit from a 

grant from the state.  The 

Wisconsin Elections 

Commission will award up 

to $1200 for qualified 

applicants to upgrade or 

replace the machines.  

Election clerks in more than 

200 communities are used 

Windows 7 based 

equipment and security 

upgrades for them end next 

year.   
 

 
EAS system didn’t  work 
during storms last night News 9/25/19 12p,5p 1:30 

At the height of storms last 

night, tornado sirens 

mistakenly went off in Merrill 

according to the fire 

department.  There was a 



malfunction in the system 

and Charter and AT&T 

service for 911 was down 

for a time.  That service has 

since been restored.   

A suspended Pierce County 

deputy has been found not 

guilty of the sexual assault 

of a child.  The court 

accepted the acquittal 

and indicated that the 

charges against 32-year-old 

Allen Wojcik will be 

dismissed.  Wojcik is 

currently on administrative 

leave and Sheriff Nany 

Hove wouldn't confirm the 

deputy would be 

reinstated.  He had been 

facing four felony charges 

in the case. 

Wisconsin Governor Tony 

Evers says he will try to 

convince Republican 

lawmakers to pass gun 

control measures and 

legalize medical marijuana 

when they return to the 

Capitol this fall.  Evers wants 



universal background 

checks for gun purchases 

and a "red flag" law, but 

Republicans don't support 

either idea.  The 

Democratic governor also 

hopes to get a bipartisan 

medical marijuana bill 

passed.  Assembly Speaker 

Robin Vos is open to the 

idea, but Senate Majority 

Leader Scott Fitzgerald isn't. 

Convention delegates from 

more than 40 states got 

their first look at the Fiserv 

Forum yesterday.  Leaders 

were starting the planning 

process for next summer's 

Democratic National 

Convention.  They also 

went on trips to the 

Wisconsin Center and the 

public market.  They were 

scouting the downtown 

Milwaukee area for the 45-

hundred delegates who will 

choose the Democratic 

Party's candidate for the 

2020 presidential election.  



Fifty-thousand visitors are 

expected for the event. 
 
 

 
Fire damages downtown 
Rhinelander business News 9/26/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Fire last night damaged 

CT’s Deli in downtown 

Rhinelander.  A meat 

smoker on the patio at the 

rear of the building caught 

fire shortly before 8:00.  A 

passerby noticed the 

flames and called 911.  

Owner Tom Jordens said 

other than some smoke 

damage the business is 

unharmed and will remain 

open.  Drippings from the 

meat onto the heating 

element was the likely 

cause.   

 

The man sought by local 

authorities in a Lac du 

Flambeau domestic 

violence incident has been 

caught in Pennsylvania.  40-

year old Christopher Fralick 

was considered armed and 

dangerous after eluding 

Sheriff’s deputies last week 



following a high speed 

chase.   

 

Following the severe storms 

Tuesday night that caused 

heavy damage, Governor 

Tony Evers declared a state 

of emergency in 

Chippewa, Clark and Dunn 

counties.  This allows state 

agencies and the National 

Guard to provide 

assistance.  A tornado 

ripped apart many homes 

and buildings across the 

area.   

 

One of the four people hurt 

in an explosion at a 

Shawano County home has 

died.  62-year old Steve 

Verg was identified as the 

victim by the Sheriff’s office 

after the blast leveled the 

home in the Town of Grant 

earlier this week.  The 

conditions and names of 

the others involved have 

not been released.   



 

Several state lawmakers are 

looking to give anglers a 

lifetime fishing license.  

Some 22 other states have 

some form of lifetime 

license.  The measure, 

circulating Madison for co-

sponsors, has a $577.70 fee, 

allowing the user to never 

have to re-apply for a 

license.   

 

And the Brewers clinched a 

playoff spot with a 9-2 win 

over Cincinnati.   
 

 
Pennsylvania officials arrest 
a man wanted in Vilas Co.  News 9/26/10 12p,5p 1:30 

Pennsylvania State Police 

have arrested a domestic 

violence suspect wanted in 

Vilas County.  Forty-year-old 

Christopher Stanley Fralick 

had been sought since a 

Saturday incident in Lac du 

Flambeau.  Witnesses say 

he hit both of his 62-year-

old parents and threatened 

to kill them, before driving 

off.  He hadn't been seen 

since.  Fralick will be 



extradited to face 

Wisconsin charges of 

aggravated battery against 

an elderly person, domestic 

abuse, and fleeing an 

officer. 

A website called 

ChamberOfCommerce-

dot-org has ranked 

Waukesha as one of the 

best cities to retire in.  

Waukesha was number-26.  

The online site based its 

rankings on variables like 

cost of living, level of 

criminal activity and quality 

of life.  New Bedford, 

Massachusetts was the top 

choice.  Oshkosh, Green 

Bay and Appleton were all 

on the list of the 100 best 

cities for retirement. 

The National Weather 

Service reports its survey of 

damage from severe storms 

in western Wisconsin reveals 

at least one tornado with a 

tentative rating of E-F-3.  It 

touched down in the Town 



of Wheaton Tuesday with 

winds of more than 150 

miles-an-hour.  Nearly 30 

structures were damaged 

by the twister which 

touched down on the 

eastern edge of Dunn 

County and traveled to the 

southwest corner of 

Chippewa County.  No 

serious injuries were 

reported. 

The Rhinelander/Oneida 

County Airport is one of two 

area facilities awarded a 

grant from the FAA.  Some 

$3.3-million will go toward a 

number of improvements 

including aircraft deicing, 

runway, apron and taxiway 

rehabilitation and terminal 

improvements.  The Central 

Wisconsin Airport in Mosinee 

received just over $3-million. 
 

 
Former priest from Sawyer 
Co. gets prison time  News 9/27/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A former priest from a 

Sawyer County church gets 

30 years in prison for 

sexually assaulting children.  

72-year old Thomas Ericksen 



was arrested last year, 

decades after the alleged 

assaults happened to 

several boys.  He had ties to 

Lincoln County as well and 

faced similar charges there.  

Those were dismissed in this 

case but considered for 

sentencing. 

The Hodag Schools 

Foundation announced a 

$100,000 donation from 

Superior Diesel, designated 

for improvements for the 

new Hodag Sports 

Complex.  Company 

President Brian Wendt, is a 

Rhinelander graduate and 

has supported capital 

projects at the school in the 

past.   

The company operating 

the Northwood Golf Course 

in Rhinelander has been 

sold.  Indiana-based Green 

Golf Partners was acquired 

by Troon, the world’s largest 

golf management 

company, operating more 



than 480 courses around 

the globe.   

Congressman Ron Kind is 

asking the federal 

government to take steps 

to protect cheese.  The 

Wisconsin Democrat has 

introduced the Codifying 

Useful Regulatory Definitions 

Act.  He's calling it the 

CURD Act.  Kind wants 

Congress to define cheese 

as something which comes 

from real milk.  It's his latest 

effort to push back against 

the increasing number of 

vegan cheeses, made from 

vegetables, which are 

being sold. 

The inaugural Project North 

festival is off and running 

throughout Rhinelander.  

Running through Sunday 

the event brings eclectic 

concerts with more than 30 

artists taking to six music 

stages.  There’s art and a 

commitment to 

environmentally conscious 



education and practices.  

Organizers say the event 

will propel the city’s stance 

as a progressive 

community, supporting the 

arts in all forms.   
 

 
State senator downplays the 
possible impeachment of 
President Trump News 9/27/19 12p,5p 1:30 

Wisconsin's Republican U-S 

senator is downplaying the 

House impeachment inquiry 

into President Trump's 

phone conversation with 

the president of Ukraine.  

Senator Ron Johnson says 

he “is not especially 

concerned right now” 

about the overall nature of 

the conversation between 

Trump and President 

Zelensky, which has set off 

an uproar in Washington.  

The chairman of the Senate 

Homeland Security 

committee said what 

deeply concerned him was 

that the whistleblower 

complaint about the call 

was leaked.  Johnson says 

he supports protections for 

whistleblowers, but whoever 



leaked this should not be 

protected.  He does not 

believe military aid to 

Ukraine was withheld by the 

president to pressure that 

country to investigate 

former Vice President Joe 

Biden. 

Wisconsin Republicans are 

touting a review from the 

Legislative Fiscal Bureau 

indicating taxpayers have 

saved 13-billion dollars since 

2011.  House Speaker Robin 

Vos said one of the G-O-P's 

top priorities has been to 

allow Wisconsin families to 

keep more of their hard-

earned money.  He claims 

Republicans "have proven 

they can cut taxes, fund 

essential state programs 

and grow the economy."  

Vos says a typical family 

saved two-thousand dollars 

in income taxes alone over 

the ten-year period. 

Officials in Chippewa 

County are looking for 



volunteers this weekend to 

help clean up the damage 

done by a tornado.  The 

sheriff's officials say anyone 

18 or older who wants to 

help should meet at the 

Wheaton Fire Station at 9 A-

M Saturday and Sunday to 

receive marching orders.  

The twister packing 150 

mile-an-hour winds 

damaged nearly 30 

buildings and downed trees 

and power lines Tuesday.   
 

 
A preliminary hearing into 
two Wausau area people 
making vape cartridges News 9/301/19 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A preliminary hearing for 

two Wisconsin brothers 

accused of running an 

illegal operation to 

manufacture vaping 

cartridges with THC oil shed 

new light on how authorities 

cracked the case.  

Detectives busted a man 

selling the illegal cartridges 

in Waukesha last week. He 

then became a 

confidential informant and 

led them to 20-year-old 

Tyler Huffhines, the alleged 



mastermind.  His 23-year-old 

brother, Jacob Huffhines, is 

also charged in the case. 

Their arrests come as 

authorities investigate 

hundreds of cases of a 

severe lung disease linked 

to vaping.  They’re back in 

court later this month. 

A second person died as 

the result of a house 

explosion a week ago in the 

Shawano County 

community of Grant.  64-

year old Michael Suehring 

succumbed to his injuries 

over the weekend.  Two 

others remain hospitalized.   

A single vehicle crash in 

Marathon County early 

yesterday killed the driver.  

The Sheriff’s department 

reporting the accident 

around 4:30 on Hwy F near 

Holton.  The driver was the 

lone occupant and no 

other information is 

available.   



While no Democrats have 

announced running for the 

now vacant 7th 

Congressional seat in 

Wisconsin, a third 

Republican joined in.  

Michael Opela, Sr from 

Edgar made the 

announcement last night.  

He joins Jason Church and 

State Senator Tom Tiffany in 

the run for former 

Representative Sean Duffy’s 

seat.  A special primary 

election is set for December 

30th.  The general election is 

January 27th.   Those dates 

didn’t sit well with House 

Speaker Robin Voss whose 

demanding a change, 

saying the December date 

is on the final day of 

Hanukkah, the Jewish 

Festival of Lights.   

 

 
State officials praise people 
for helping out cleaning up 
storm damage News 9/30/19 12p,5p 1:30 

Officials are praising the 

efforts of volunteers who 

arrived over the weekend 

to help clean-up damage 



from last week's storms. 

Governor Evers says he has 

made every state agency 

available to help in 

recovery efforts and 

acknowledged the majority 

of the work has been done 

by residents and neighbors 

in and around the Wheaton 

area. 

The Wausau Police and fire 

departments join school 

staff, Safe Kids Marathon 

County and Fedex 

volunteers for the Walk to 

School Day activities with 

local elementary students 

to advocate for safer 

walking environments for 

school children.  Students 

will take part in the activities 

running Wednesday 

through Friday of this week.  

Every day more than 40 kids 

are hit by a vehicle in this 

country.  Law enforcement 

agencies are working to 

raise awareness and 

promote pedestrian safety 



by creating safer routes to 

walk or bike to school. 

October is Domestic 

Violence Awareness month 

and communities have 

been working since 1989 to 

draw more attention to the 

sometimes deadly 

consequences of domestic 

abuse.  This year in 

Rhinelander, Tri-county 

council-Lily’s house will 

place 39 purple ribbons on 

the lamp posts along Brown 

Street with a victim’s name 

attached.  The remember 

my name project runs 

through the end of the 

month.   

The Town of Boulder 

Junction is now a 

Telecommuter Forward 

community.  The program, 

through Wisconsin Public 

Service recognizes local 

units of government that 

have met criteria for 

promoting 

telecommunications 



opportunities in partnership 

with broadband providers, 

economic development 

professionals and the state.   

The Brewers open wild 

card post season play 

at Washington 

tomorrow night. 
 

 

 


