
 

 

 
 

QUARTERLY ISSUES AND PROGRAMS REPORT 

2nd Quarter – April 1 – June 30, 2016 

 
Though not an exhaustive list of the issues facing our community, KGCW-TV’s programs, news reports 

and public services announcements provided significant treatment of the following issues in the 2nd 

quarter of 2016. 

 

Community/Quality of Life 

Crime/Law Enforcement 

Economy/Business 

Education/Youth 

Government/Politics 

Health 

Minorities/Seniors/Women  

Public Safety 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

LOCAL/REGIONAL PROGRAMMING 

 

Regularly Scheduled Programming: Locally produced news Programs providing the most significant 

treatment of the above-identified community issues include:  

 

Program Day Time      

Local 4 News at 10 Encore Monday-Friday 2-2:30am 

This Week in Iowa  Sunday 11:30a-12n* 

Capitol Connection Sunday 12n-12:30pm** 

Matter of Fact w/Fernando Espuelas Sunday 12:30-1pm*** 

 

* This Week In Iowa debuted on KGCW-TV on Sunday, June 5, 2016 

** Capitol Connection debuted on KGCW-TV on Sunday, June 5, 2016 

***Matter of Fact w/Fernando Espuelas debuted on KGCW-TV on Sunday, June 5, 2016 

 

 

This Week in Iowa 
 

Description:  This is a weekly news/public affairs program produced by WOI-TV in Des Moines, Iowa 

and is designed to keep Iowa viewers up to date on state politics and issues that have the potential to 

impact their lives. In addition to a look at political news of the week, we talk to state government officials 

whose decisions shape life in our state explore the critical issues they face. This show debuted on KGCW-

TV on Sunday, June 5, 2016. 

 

 

Capitol Connection 
 

Description:  This is a weekly news/public affairs program produced by WCIA-TV in Springfield, IL and 

is designed to keep Illinois viewers up to date on state politics and issues that have the potential to impact 

their lives. In addition to a look at political news of the week, we talk to state government officials whose 

decisions shape life in our state explore the critical issues they face.  This weekly program debuted on 

KGCW-TV on Sunday, June 5, 2016 

 

 

Matter of Fact w/Fernando Espuelas 
 

Description:  “Matter of Fact with Fernando Espuelas” is a weekly program produced in Washington, DC  

which debuted KGCW-TV on Sunday, June 5, 2016.  This program offers an analysis and perspective on 

current political and socioeconomic issues with a focus on the implications for newer generations who are 

shaping a rapidly changing American landscape. Matter of Fact will seek to put information in context, in 

a conversation that shifts away from ideology, partisanship and inside-the-Beltway chatter, and explains 

the issues in a way that is down-to-earth, relevant and more inclusive for all audiences.  

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

LOCAL SHORT FORM PROGRAMMING 

 

All of the above programming is locally produced news and entertainment programming presenting a mix 

of news, weather, sports, and lifestyle] programming focusing on current issues and events as follows: 

 

Community/Quality of Life 

 

Story Title:  Quad Cities Live   

Program: Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description:  If you’re looking for something to do this weekend, the Quad Cities Convention 

and Visitor’s Bureau has you covered. Today, they kicked off their first-ever Quad Cities Live Month. 

There are more than 100 different shows lined up, everything from musicals to comedy to concerts. The 

area is known for its vibrant arts scene and they’re hoping to use the month to attract new visitors who 

will discover the community and what it has to offer. 

 

Story Title: Kakert     

Program: Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description:  Funeral services were held today in Davenport for Lt. Mark Kakert, a veteran of 

the city’s fire department who died of a heart attack last week.  Kakert served the Davenport Fire 

Department for 29 years and spent most of his time in recent years as a public education officer.  

Firefighters from as far away as Clinton came to pay their respects. Kakert was laid to rest at Davenport 

Memorial Park. 

 

Story Title: Project 180     

Program: Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description:  More than $1.5 million in grants will go to 53 projects in Scott County. Today the 

Scott County Regional Authority announced where that money will go.  One of the groups is the non-

profit organization Project 180. Its founder says he’ll use the grant to help transport at-risk kids to 

afterschool programs. The Scott County Regional Authority has provided more than $76 million in grants 

since 1991. 

 

Story Title: Inside The Gates    

Program: Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: 2:30 

Detailed Description:  Baseball has a rich tradition here in the Quad Cities. One athlete who made his 

mark on the game has a legacy that reached the Rock Island Arsenal. From 1953 to 1961, Gene Baker was 

turning double-plays as a 2nd and 3rd baseman with the Chicago Cubs and later, the Pittsburgh Pirates.  

Baker was a basketball standout at Davenport Central and then at St. Ambrose University. It wasn’t until 

he served in the Navy for two years during World War II that Baker got the baseball bug.  Baker would 

win a World Series in 1960 with the Pirates. He was the first black Cubs player, the first black coach, and 

the first black minor league manager.  For his two years of Naval Service, and because the Quad Cities is 

his hometown, Baker has found his eternal rest right here at the Rock Island Arsenal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Community/Quality of Life 

-continued- 

 

Story Title:  Bettendorf Library     

Program: Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: :30 

Detailed Description:  The Bettendorf Public Library is set to reopen sooner than expected, this after a 

pipe burst causing major water damage to the building. Next Tuesday morning, they’ll be welcoming 

people back in. You can enter through the east entrance beginning at 9am however the main entrance and 

front section of the library will remain closed for repairs. The drop-off window will remain closed so 

walk-in returns are required. 

 

Story Title:  River Action     

Program: Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: :30 

Detailed Description:  People with River Action need your help putting on their annual Ride The River 

event.  Ride the River is a bit-state tour of the Quad cities along the riverfront bike trails which includes 

family activities that covers 60 miles.  The organization is looking for volunteers to set up, control traffic 

and sell t-shirts among other things. This year’s Ride the River will be June 18-19. 

 

Story Title:  Biker Safety Awareness     

Program: Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description:  Bikers gathered in Orion today for the Bi-State Biker Safety Awareness Ride. After 

grabbing some breakfast, they hopped on their hogs, riding through Illinois into Davenport and then back 

to Orion. They hope to remind drivers that motorcycles are back on the roads for the summer season.  In 

addition to drawing attention to motorcycle safety the group is also raising money for the Quad City 

Children’s Therapy Center. 

 

Story Title:  Beyond the Baseline     

Program: Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: 2:00 

Detailed Description:  Dozens of people laced up their shoes to stop the violence in our area. Members of 

Beyond the Baseline held a Memorial Day Faith Walk in Davenport.  They say it was their own take on 

the holiday, a symbol of a community coming together to ignite change and bring an end to violence, all 

while honoring our fallen heroes. To honor his fellow veterans who made the ultimate sacrifice, organizer 

Andre James honors their memory with this Faith Walk designed to make neighborhoods safer. 

 

Story Title:  Rock Island Arsenal   

Program: Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment:  :40 

Detailed Description:  Memorial Day brought a big turnout at the Rock Island Arsenal for its annual 

ceremony. Hundreds came out to honor service men and women who died serving our country.  The 

ceremony included a performance by a live band, speakers, and a salute from Vietnam veterans.  All of 

the graves were decorated with a flag to honor the commitment of the interred.   

 

Program:  Blood    

Date/Time: Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment:  :45 

Detailed Description:  The Mississippi Valley Regional Blood Center wants eligible blood donors to 

make a donation over the next few days in honor of World Blood Day.  Center managers say they want to 

avoid a shortage and tragedies like the Orlando shooting prove just how suddenly demand can increase. 

All donors will get a $5 gift card for Starbucks and be entered into a raffle for a new car. 

 

 



 

 

Community/Quality of Life 

-continued- 

 

Program:  Second Fiddle Sale   

Date/Time:  Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment:  1:00 

Detailed Description:  This weekend will be a bargain hunter’s dream at the 33rd annual Second Fiddle 

Sale. People were lined up for the first night of the sale this evening. It is put on by Volunteers for 

Symphony and held at the former Moline Public Library and takes more than 100 volunteers..  All 

proceeds go to music education. 

 

Program:  Rotary Grants   

Date/Time:  Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: :40 

Detailed Description:  Organizations that help local children are getting some help of their own. This 

morning, the Iowa Quad Cities Rotary Club gave nearly $7,000 to eight local non-profit groups that help 

needy and at-risk children.  Organizations that received funding include Project Renewal and the Scott 

County YMCA’s Fairmount Pines summer program. 

 

Story Title:  Blood Donor     

Program:  Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: :45 

Detailed Description:  A local woman’s life was saved thanks to donated blood and now she’s hoping to 

help others. Jessica Scott experienced a post-partum hemorrhage after giving birth to her son five years 

ago.  Twenty-six units of blood helped to save her life.   Today, Jessica hosted a blood drive with the 

Mississippi Valley Regional Blood Center at a time when donation drops typically drop by 10-15%.  To 

encourage donations, the center is giving away free t-shirts through July 16th. 

 

 

Crime/Law Enforcement 
 

Story Title:  Alderman’s House     

Program: Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: 2:00 

Detailed Description:  Police have arrested a 25-year old man at the home of Davenport Alderman Bill 

Boom and found drugs on the premises. Alderman Boom, who is in Texas at a conference, was not aware 

of the arrest until contacted by neighbors.  Gage Wenthe, who was living at the residence, as been charged 

with two counts of Possession with Intent to Deliver, Conspiracy, and Possession of Drug Paraphernalia. 

Boom says he has acted as a mentor and surrogate parent to Wenthe for the past six years. Wenthe is 

being held in the Scott County Jail and Alderman Boom plans to return as scheduled tomorrow night. 

 

Story Title:  Perez     

Program: Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: :30 

Detailed Description:  Illinois state police credit teamwork for solving a two year old hit and run case.  

Troopers worked with several agencies to find who they believe killed Emilio Perez. Perez was killed 

while walking along I-88 near Joslin. Officers arrested 41-year old Maria Romero and 42-year old 

Raphiel Sosa of Rockford months after the accident.  State police recognized the work that went into 

tracking down the suspsects. They say a lead from CrimeStoppers turned their attention to Romero. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Crime/Law Enforcement 

-continued- 

 

Story Title: Child Abuse     

Program: Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: :45 

Detailed Description:  Davenport Police are taking a symbolic step to help prevent child abuse.  The 

department joined forces with the Child Abuse Council to place dozens of pinwheels outside the station.  

The blue pinwheels symbolize a healthy, happy and full childhood. Davenport’s police chief Paul 

Sikorski ways these gardens show the community the force supports child abuse prevention. The 

pinwheel garden will be on display all month. 

 

Story Title: Upgrades     

Program: Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: 2:30 

Detailed Description:  A local sheriff’s department is looking to make some upgrades. The Scott County 

Sheriff says his department needs dozens of new body and dash cameras.  The cameras work together so 

when a deputy gets out of the car, their body camera activates.  The sheriff says the cameras help hold 

both citizens and law enforcement more accountable. The proposal for purchasing nearly $300,000 worth 

of the high tech equipment will be discussed at the county board level and a vote taken on Thursday. 

 

Story Title:  Clinton Teacher   

Program: Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: :30 

Detailed Description:  A felony charge of sexual abuse was filed today against a Clinton, Iowa teacher for 

alleged activity with a student. Investigators say 40-year old Christopher Nielsen had inappropriate sexual 

contact with a 15-year old. Nielsen teaches special education at the middle school. He started working at 

the school in 2008. 

 

Story Title: Alexander King Farms     

Program: Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: 2:30 

Detailed Description:  A local farm is under scrutiny after dozens of its customers complain about being 

scammed. Alexander King Farms is based out of Atkinson, IL.  Other area farms raise animals for 

Alexander King that then sells the meat from those animals.  The Better Business Bureau of Central 

Illinois has 77 pending consumer complaints against Alexander King Farms but the problems appear to go 

deeper than that. According to the people who started a “People Against Alexander King Farms” 

Facebook page, more than 300 people from 21 states are telling stories of fraud, customers not getting 

their meat orders and also allegations that the meat comes from animals who were less than healthy.  

Authorities urge others who feel they’ve been a victim to reach out to local law enforcement. 

 

Story Title:  Mandatory Sentences     

Program: Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: 2:00 

Detailed Description:  An history decision today by the Iowa Supreme Court as judges voted 4-3 to ban 

mandatory life sentences for juveniles in the state of Iowa.  Now that doesn’t mean there will be hundreds 

of people asking to be re-tried but it does mean there is a chance their life sentences could be changed. 

Supporters of this measure say it is a win for those who believe in rehabilitating and reforming criminals. 

Opponents say the downside is that those sentenced to life for heinous crimes while a minor, will now be 

eligible to be back on the streets but this measure does nothing to guarantee that. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Crime/Law Enforcement 

-continued- 

 

Story Title:  Candace Jones   

Program: Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: :30 

Detailed Description:  IL Governor Bruce Rauner says Candace Jones will leave her post as the Director 

of Illinois’ Department of Juvenile Justice on June 1st.   Jones was in the spotlight after the governor 

announced plans to close the Youth Corrections Facility in Kewanee.  Rauner later agreed to re-use the 

building to hold adult inmates.  The agency’s operations director will serve as acting director. 

 

Story Title:  Galesburg Shooting   

Program: Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description:  Three people remain hospitalized in critical condition after a shooting in 

Galesburg.  The Galesburg Police Department responded to the call yesterday at 4am. According to 

officials, police found 27-year old Maurice Chester Williams of Chicago shot when they arrived on the 

scene. 24-year old Andrew White III and 22-year old Eric Robinson were taken to a nearby hospital 

before emergency responders arrived.   All three were eventually taken to a Peoria hospital in critical but 

stable conditions. Police continue to investigate. 

 

Program: Robberies    

Date/Time: Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: :30 

Detailed Description:  Police in both Illinois and Iowa are working to solve two more armed robberies 

that happened overnight.  Moline detectives released this image from the GasLand convenience store on 

15th Street. Officers say he came into the store with a semi-automatic weapon and, along with another 

man, got away with some cash.  That robbery was just 20 minutes after similar robbery at the QC Mart on 

River Drive in Davenport and detectives are checking to see if the incidents are connected.  In Moline, the 

robbers drove away in a small, maroon car. 

 

 

Economy/Business 

 

Story Title:  Bettendorf Strip Mall   

Program: Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description:  The Bettendorf City Council tonight approved a proposal that could bring a new 

strip mall near the roundabout at 53rd Street and Middle Road.  Most of the council is on board with 

rezoning the land just southwest of the intersection. The decision would also clear the way for new 

housing and Bettendorf Mayor Bob Gallagher says this will allow the city to continue to grow.  One 

council member expressed concern about commercial property being so close to homes but is confident 

that the council will work on a buffer area to address those concerns. 

 

Story Title: Bridges Catering    

Program: Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: 2:00 

Detailed Description:  A deal gone awry has new life but in a different location. Bridges Catering had 

been looking to purchase the historic Hauberg Center in downtown Rock Island but when that deal fell 

through, they set their sights on the Stern Center.  In addition to housing the catering business, it will 

continue to be a place for special events and, to avoid confusion, will keep the marquee.  City Council has 

to vote on whether to provide $600,000 to finance some of the renovation necessary for the kitchen. The 

vote is expected to vote on Monday and, if approved, Bridges Catering would take ownership of the Stern 

Center on May 2nd. 



 

 

Economy/Business 

-continued- 

 

Story Title:  Exelon   

Program: Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: 2:30 

Detailed Description:  Hundreds of Quad Cities Exelon Power Plant employees made a trip to Springfield 

today, all of them delivering the same message.  They pushed for lawmakers to adopt the Next Generation 

Energy Plan, a Senate bill that would save jobs and help keep the nuclear plant in the Quad Cities 

running.  But time is running out on this legislative session.  Exelon management maintains the bill is the 

only option for the plant to survive and that closing the Quad Cities facility would deal a billion dollar 

blow to the area economy. If lawmakers don’t pass it, the Exelon plant would close within two years. 

 

Story Title:  QC Start-Ups    

Program: Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: 3:00 

Detailed Description:  When you think of entrepreneurs, you may think of Silicon Valley, a Mecca for 

tech-based start-ups, but there are plenty of people getting their big dreams off the ground right here in the 

Mississippi Valley.  Society’s addiction to technology and passion for savings gave Bettendorf sisters 

Katie Wilson and Sara Castillo the inspiration to start Jump On It mobile deals. People who sing up for 

free offeres get a text with new deals sent to their phone every week.  It’s a similar story at Motion 

Raceworks in Long Grove, IA. Brothers Doug and Andy Cook grew up in Davenport, working on cars 

and learning about engineering from a young age. They found a way to make some limited auto parts in 

an economical way and have since developed 3D modeling technology to make and test prototype parts 

before they manufacture.  These two organizations are just two examples of how hard work and 

innovation is alive and well right here in the Quad Cities. 

 

Story Title:  Criterium   

Program: Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description:  The Quad Cities Criterium will be taking over the streets of the Village of East 

Davenport for the third time. Hundreds of cyclists and spectators will flood the Village for the 51st 

Criterium and even through 11th and 12th Streets will be closed, you can bet many shops and restaurants 

will be open for business.  11th Street Precinct GM Todd Brooks says the event brings in about five times 

more business than a regular Monday. 

 

Program:  Gumbo Ya Ya   

Date/Time: Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment:  1:30 

Detailed Description:  Downtown Rock Island looks a little more like New Orleans this weekend as the 

24th Gumbo Ya Ya festival takes over the District.  The Mardi Gras themed party attracts thousands of 

people every year. Organizers say events like this put a spotlight on Rock Island and fuels the local 

economy as businesses in the area reap the economic rewards. 

 

Story Title: Casino     

Program:  Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: 2:00 

Detailed Description:  The Rhythm City Casino has officially left the Davenport Riverfront and reopened 

tonight on the site of an old cornfield along Interstate 80.  The $110 million facility took less than a year 

to build and offers a Las Vegas-inspired casino experience. There’s a 106-room hotel, a spa, shopping, 

fine dining and even a 1500 seat event center.  As for the “boat”, it has been sold and will become a 

restaurant in Memphis, Tennessee. It is scheduled to sail out of town on July 28th. 

 

 



 

 

 

Education/Youth 
 

Story Title:  Stabbing   

Program:  Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: :45 

Detailed Description:  A fight between two students at Bettendorf High School this morning ended with a 

stabbing and a girl in custody. Police responded when the school reported a 15-year old girl stabbed a 16-

year old boy with a knife. He had cuts on his back and arm but didn’t need medical attention.  Police took 

the girl to the Scott County Juvenile Detention Center and has a court hearing tomorrow.  Two of the four 

charges against her are felonies. 

 

Story Title:  Pepper Spray   

Program: Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description:  26 kids from Williams Intermediate School in Davenport were sent to the hospital 

after a pepper spray incident. What a district spokesperson is calling a pepper spray bomb went off in the 

cafeteria that was full of roughly 60 people at the time. Parents say the communication from the school in 

the intermediate aftermath was ‘lacking’.  All 26 kids were treated and released from area hospitals. The 

Davenport police department is still investigating the incident. The school district says, as of right now, 

school will be open as normal on Monday. 

 

 

Story Title:  Charter Schools   

Program: Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description:  Representatives from Charter Schools from across Illinois traveled to Springfield 

today advocating for equality.  Parents and students say the schools are being ignored when it comes to 

funding. There are 143 Charters Schools statewide that have 64,000 students but advocates say lawmakers 

rarely mention Charter Schools when they bring up money for education.  Nearly 750 parents showed up 

at today’s rally. Advocates say 80% of Illinois voters support Charter Schools as an option for parents. 

 

 

Story Title:  Ballpark Classroom   

Program:  Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment:  2:20 

Detailed Description:  More than 400 students from seven area middle schools packed into Modern 

Woodmen Park to learn exactly what people mean when they say that baseball is 90% mental.  Eastern 

Iowa Community College hosted the event called STEM at the Ballpark where the home was to tear down 

some of the stigma associated with STEM. There were sixteen different activities that students rotated 

through – from the physics behind a curve ball to sports medicine and even diet, each activity connected 

an aspect of baseball to something in the field of science. Organizers say STEM at the Ballpark was a big 

hit and they plan to be back for years to come. 

 

Story Title: Giving Back     

Program: Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: :45 

Detailed Description:  Some Rock Island High School seniors went back to where they spent their early 

years. A dozen students went back to Thomas Jefferson Elementary School to walk the halls and 

encourage younger kids to stay in school and graduate.  They paraded through the school and at lunch 

with the kids. They graduates say this was important for them to do.  Administrators say they plan to 

make this an annual event. 

 

 



 

 

Education/Youth 

-continued- 

 

Story Title:  Seeds of Learning     

Program: Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: :45 

Detailed Description:  Students at Bridgeview Elementary got their hands dirty for science this morning. 

The 2nd and 6th grade students began planting seeds for their summer garden. They will grow vegetables 

that will then be used in school lunches next fall.  Teachers say it’s a great learning tool that also helps the 

community. The kids plan to work the garden throughout the summer. 

 

Program: Spartan Theater    

Date/Time:  Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: :45 

Detailed Description:  Some local teenagers are doing some teaching of their own this summer. They’re 

part of the Spartan Summer Theatre Program at Pleasant Valley High School in Bettendorf.  The high 

school students are working with about 60 younger student actors from kindergarten through 8th grade on 

a new version of The Ugly Duckling.  Organizers say it exposes some kids to the theater for the first time. 

 

Story Title: Transgender Bathrooms     

Program:  Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description:  The controversial topic of transgender bathrooms popped up tonight at Bettendorf’s 

school board meeting. Under the new federal guideline, students are allowed to use the bathroom “they 

identify with”, regardless of the gender listed on their birth certificate.  The people who spoke up at 

tonight’s meeting say they disagree with the federal guidelines and urged the school district not to follow 

them. Board officials say their primary goal is making sure all students feel safe in their school 

environment. 

 

 

Government/Politics  
 

Story Title:  Legislative Session   

Program: Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description:  House members are back in Springfield after a month-long break yet the budget 

was not up for discussion. Lawmakers didn’t spend too much time in the House chambers. House 

committees discussed fantasy sports betting and a bill that would ban drones from flying over prisons. 

With only a little over eight weeks left in the scheduled spring sessions, lawmaker are curious why the 

budget was put on hold today.  The House and Senate will be back in session tomorrow, the first time in 

months that both chambers will be in town at the same time. 

 

Story Title: Budget Negotiations    

Program: Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description:  Budget negotiations in Illinois stalled this morning. That leaves lawmakers just 

four days until the end of the regular legislative session to reach a deal. Republicans accuse Democrats of 

holding up the process by not agreeing to adopt some of Governor Bruce Rauner’s reforms. Democrats 

say they want to pass a stop-gap budget first while negotiations on the Governor’s agenda continue.  Most 

lawmakers will be back in Springfield Sunday. The governor says he’s still optimistic a compromise can 

be reached by the end of the month. 

 

 

 



 

 

Government/Politics 

-continued- 

 

Program:  Muscatine   

Date/Time: Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: 2:00 

Detailed Description:  There’s a power struggle in Muscatine. The city council and the mayor are fighting 

over who should be allowed to appoint people to committees.  Right now it’s up to the mayor but, back in 

January, Councilman Tom Spread set out to change the city’s appointment process, giving the job to the 

city council.  Since then, none of the mayor’s appointments have been approved by the council. A special 

meeting will be held on June 23rd to see if the two sides can come together in a collaborative way to 

resolve this stalemate. 

 

Program:  State Budget   

Date/Time: Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: :45 

Detailed Description:  Illinois State Treasurer Michael Frerichs says the budget stalemate has already cost 

the state almost $8 million in investment earnings.  He says it has forced him to focus on less profitable 

short-term investments. Frerichs says the state loses money every day and only expects it to get worse the 

longer the stalemate continues.  

 

Program:  Budget Impasse    

Date/Time:  Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: :45 

Detailed Description:  The Northwestern Illinois Center for Independent Living is set to close its doors do 

to the budget impasse in Illinois.  The center, located in Sterling, IL, helps people with disabilities work 

toward living on their own.  Without state aid, the organizations has had to use all of its reserve funding.  

The director says that, from staff to the clients they serve, many will be affected significantly by the 

shutdown.  

 

Story Title: Local Economies     

Program:  Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description:  Missing another Illinois budget deadline will hurt local economies according to 

some local agency leaders. State leaders have less than 10 days until the next fiscal year. Some local 

agency leaders say about 2800 in Henry, Mercer and Rock Island Counties rely on human services jobs 

and the upcoming deadline may be a breaking point for many of these agencies.  Those jobs support local 

economies and job losses will lead to more people relying on welfare and other social programs which, in 

the end, will only cost the state more money. 

 

 

Health 
 

Story Title:  Birth Control   

Program: Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description:  A bill that would allow pharmacists to prescribe birth control without a doctor’s 

consent has some lawmakers on the fence. The measure failed to pass out of committee on Tuesday but 

some pharmacists are still putting up a fight. But at least some lawmakers believe pharmacists aren’t fully 

qualified to prescribe birth control. Supporters say they’re not giving up on this measure and that women 

who want birth control to be readily available to them. 

 

 

 



 

 

Health 

-continued- 

 

Story Title: Medical Marijuana     

Program: Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: :30 

Detailed Description:  Illinois’ Medical Marijuana Pilot Program will be around a lot longer.  Governor 

Bruce Rauner gave the OK to extend it until 2020. Supporters say it gives more time to help patients. The 

list of medical conditions eligible for marijuana prescriptions has also been expanded to include PTSD 

and terminal illnesses. Other changes that go along with the extension involve patient and caregiver ID 

cards; they will be valid for three years instead of one. 

 

Story Title: Sunglasses     

Program: Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description:  Be careful what you pay for when you buy sunglasses to shield your eyes this 

summer. Some high-profile brands can run you $50 or more. One local optometrist says the money can be 

worth it as long as the glasses actually protect you from UVA and UVB rays.  Cheap sunglasses don’t 

always have both and some don’t have any. Your eyes can be damaged without enough protection.  As 

with anything, experts recommend you read the label so you know exactly what you’re getting. 

 

 

Public Safety 
 

Story Title:  Citibus   

Program: Local 4 News Encore  Duration of Segment: 2:30 

Detailed Description:  Davenport Citibus riders could see some more changes. The city is working to 

finalize plans for a new grid-based system starting July 5th. The Ad-Hoc Transit Working Group went 

over more change but one they discussed was identifying bus routes by colors instead of numbers.  While 

drivers and riders alike say some change is necessary, they fear these changes are coming too fast.  The 

proposed changes will have to be voted on by the city council before being implemented. 

 

Story Title: Smoke Detectors      

Program: Local 4 News Encore  Duration of Segment: 2:00 

Detailed Description:  A new proposal in Illinois could change the rules when it comes to the installation 

of smoke detectors. The bill would require that all smoke detectors to have a battery that can last up to ten 

years. About one in five homes across the country have a smoke detector that doesn’t work.  Springfield 

Fire Captain John Price has teamed up with the local Red Cross on a Home Fire Campaign with a goal of 

cutting down on fire deaths by 20% over the next four years.   The 10-year lithium battery is more 

expensive but evidence shows that smoke detectors save lives. 

 

Program:  Boat House   

Date/Time: Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: 2:00 

Detailed Description:  Davenport’s Committee of the Whole has approved the location of a new facility to 

house the boat used to respond to emergencies on the river.  The new location – between the Centennial 

Bridge and the Marquette Street Boat Ramp, will improve the efficiency and response time of emergency 

crews.  The plans will now go to the full council for approval. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Public Safety 

-continued- 

 

Story Title: Anthrax     

Program:  Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description:  The Rock Island County Health Department is testing its response to an Anthrax 

emergency.  Workers practiced handling an Anthrax release during a public event today. The mock-

exercise at Rock Island High School involved practicing the process of requesting, receiving and 

dispensing anti-biotics to people who played victims in the scenario. Organizers say the drill helps 

workers and also gives the public an idea of what to expect in the case of a real emergency. 

 

 

Transportation 
 

Story Title:  I-74 Bridge   

Program: Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: :30 

Detailed Description:  Get ready for what could be an even slower commute on the I-75 bridge. Illinois 

Department of Transportation crews will make a lane shift for southbound traffic to make emergency 

repairs on the lane that has been open. The work will start at 6am and IDOT says they hope the work will 

be completed by the end of the day. 

 
Story Title: Sewer Lines     

Program: Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: 2:00 

Detailed Description:  Construction on sewer lines in Rock Island is taking longer than expect. The work 

began in the fall of 2014 and was to have been completed this past October but now months later, it’s still 

not finished.  Business owners in the area are becoming increasingly frustrated by the project.  Brandt 

Construction – the company working on the project – could not be reached for comment. Public Works 

director Randy Tweet says the city could fine Brandt for each day past the deadline but that’s not 

happening.  Tweet says the project should be complete in about six weeks. 

 

Story Title:  Memorial Day Weekend     

Program:  Local 4 News Encore Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description:  If you’ve been making plans for Memorial Day weekend, you may want to keep 

this in mind. Illinois police are warning drivers to be cautious on the road. AAA is projecting 38-million 

Americans will be heading somewhere this weekend, many of them driving. Local police are trying to 

urge caution ahead of the holiday.  State police may also increase safety checkpoints this weekend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Public Service Announcements 
 

In addition to the above programming KGCW-TV broadcast public service announcements and news 

coverage related to the following events/issues supported by the station:  

 
4/5/16 – Carl Sandburg College 2016 Career Expo: Candy Carlie and Patty Gilbert talked to students at Carl Sandburg College 

about available jobs and internships available at our stations. 

4/13/16 – Girl Scout Troop 7688 Station Tour:  Promotion Manager Patty Gilbert toured 10 DeWitt Girl Scouts (and chaperones) 

around the station.  At the end of the tour, Chief Meteorologist Andy McCray shared his educational background and gave the girls an 

opportunity to test their skills at using the chroma key system to point out cities and weather patterns. 

4/15/16 – ARC Spring Gala: Cocktail party with silent auction, live auction and heavy appetizers.   The event will be held at the Black 

Hawk State Park in Rock Island.. 

4/16/16 – Local 4 Future Forecasters: Local 4 teams up with an area business to provide kids 7-13 an opportunity to be Jr. 

Weathercaster.  Kids sign up online and they will be invited to work with Local 4 Meteorologist before recording their very own weather 

segment.  

4/18/16 – Project Renewal “Fit Fest: This event helps promote physical well-being and healthy lifestyle choices among our youth as 

well as all people; expand awareness of Project Renewal’s service in the Quad-City community and the positives in our neighborhood; and 

establish an annual event with the opportunity for fundraising.  It is such a good opportunity for our neighborhood to build community.  

4/17/16 – Tea For Two: A fundraising social for Alternatives for Older Adults. This ‘Generational Tea’ invites families to gather together 

and enjoy themed table decorations, a purse auction, Alternatives for the Older Adult's annual Tea for Two event will be held at the Stoney 

Creek Lodge in Moline. Alternatives for the Older Adult promotes the independence and quality of life for older adults and their families. 

Tiffany Lundberg emceed the event and Emily Scarlett served as a table decoration judge. 

4/20 – 5/10 – Big Brothers Big Sisters Annual Plant Sale:  – Since 1990, the Plant Sale has been an important event to raise the 

dollars necessary to support one-to-one mentoring programs in our community. Big Brothers Big Sisters is a donor-supported volunteer 

organization, providing one-to-one mentoring services to vulnerable children throughout a 14-county area in the Mississippi Valley. Today 

our organization impacts over 1,300 children through one of our four mentoring environments: Career-based, Community-based, School-

based and Site-based. Dollars raised through this event underwrite enrollment, matching and match coaches for one year. 

4/23/16  MS Walk Quad Cities: Walk MS is an opportunity for the community to come together to support those affected by MS. Over 

400,000 Americans deal with the uncertainties of MS each day. The event ‘steps off’ at Veteran’s Memorial Band shell in Bettendorf. Our 

own Tiffany Lundberg will greet participants. 

4/26/16 – Saint Ambrose University Station Tour:  Assignment Editor Mike Colon toured 12 SAU television students around the 

station and invited them to watch a ‘behind the scenes’ view of Local 4 News at 5 from both the studio and the production control room. 

4/30/16 - Steve’s Old Time Spring Chaser:  Last year, over 400 runners and walkers took to the streets of Rock Island and raised 

$2500 for the American Red Cross of the Quad Cities! Historically, our own Ashe Simpson served as race starter . . . and several of our staff 

joins the event. 

4/29/16 – Grains & Growlers:  A new event to raise funds for the Quad City Botanical Center. Guest will enjoy this beer tasting event 

that will emphasize the process of using various grains to produce different flavored beers.  Tastings of at least 30 different brews will be 

available.  Guests will experience the beauty of springtime in the gardens while enjoying a fun evening out.  

5/2/16 – Junior Achievement Golf Outing:  This is a fundraiser for Junior Achievement of the Heartland, which educates more than 

55,000 students in communities such as Quad Cities, Dubuque, Muscatine, Burlington, Sauk Valley, and Illinois Valley.  The event was held 

at two venues, Short Hills Country Club and Crowe Valley Golf Club.  JA offers a variety of programs including JA BizTown and JA 

Finance Park – all designed to educate youth on financial literacy, work readiness and entrepreneurship. 

5/6/16 - Gallery Hop (District): MidCoast Fine Arts and The District as they present Gallery Hop!  from 5 to 10 p.m.  ADMISSION IS 

FREE! This is a unique arts tour of Downtown Rock Island. Gallery Hop showcases local and regional artists in various galleries, restaurants 

and hot spots in downtown Rock Island.  It's fun, casual, and it's where you can find unforgettable items and gift ideas for mom.  Jewelry, 

photography, woodwork, glass, painting, sculpture and performance art will all be featured.  

 



 

 

Public Service Announcements 

-continued- 
 

5/10/16 – Iowa Hawkeye Tour: Quad Cities: WHBF, KLJB, the University of Iowa Athletics and the Quad Cities I-Club 

hosted an evening with the Hawkeyes. Jay Kidwell emceed as Men’s basketball coach Fran McCaffery, women’s basketball 

coach Lisa Bluder, wrestling associate head coach Terry Brans and the voice of the Hawkeyes, Gary Dolphin were at the 

iWireless Center to discuss ‘all things Iowa’ with Hawkeye fans. Our Hawkeye Headquarters reporter Alex Giaimo also 

assisted in hosting the event.   

5/19/16 – Skip-A-Long Little Bogey’s Golf Classic: This fundraiser supports quality improvements in Skip-a-Long 

classrooms, providing safe, educational care for more than 700 children. We had eight staffers play in the Classic and Andy 

McCray served as emcee. 

5/21/16  Quad Cities Heart Walk: Heart Walk is the American Heart Association’s national campaign to get America 

moving. The Heart Walk is a non-competitive walk that celebrates those who have made lifestyle changes and encourages 

many more to take the pledge to live healthier lifestyles while raising the dollars needed to fund life-saving research and 

education, advocate for health and save lives. 8 AM - Money Turn in Begins 9 AM - Opening Ceremonies 9:30 AM - Walk 

Begins (1- or 3-Mile Route). Emily Scarlett & Anthony Peoples emceed. 

5/25/16 – All Aboard for Christian Care: The city of Rock Island, Whitewater Junction, Bridge’s Catering and WHBF are 

partnering to benefit the Christian Care Center.  Before the official opening of Whitewater Junction, there was a fundraising 

effort to raise money for the center. Mayor Dennis Pauley and Local 4 anchors Jim Niedelman and Tiffany Lundberg each 

volunteered to ride down one of the main attractions of the park called “The Zephyr” The participant raising the most 

money gets to go down first.  Christian Care provides safe shelter, support and resources for both the homeless and 

survivors of domestic violence to make positive changes in every aspect of their lives. 

5/31-6/4 Quad Cities Senior Olympics: The primary purposes of the Quad Cities Senior Olympics, Inc. are to improve health, fitness 

and quality of life for participants. The objectives are to encourage and promote the active lifestyle for individuals over the age of 50. 

6/6, 6/20, 7/5  RME Kidstock: This first time summer music program features three 2-week sessions in the summer starting in June for 

young musicians ages 8-18. Participants rehearse their chosen songs, record them during dress rehearsal, and at the end of the session 

perform a concert in the Redstone Room. The goal is that this program will allow the RME to better serve the participants and their 

interests, by opening it up to other genres such as blues, jazz, gospel, country – in addition to their original focus on rock music! 

6/5/15: Scottish Golf Day: Presented by the Scottish American Society of the Quad Cities! This year’s event is at Highland 

Springs Golf Course and includes cash prizes, raffles, mulligans, and various challenges 

6/10-11/16: Gumbo Ya Ya (District): Mardi Gras in The District returns in  2016 with a rock solid line up featuring the 

musical genres of New Orleans - zydeco, Cajun, and New Orleans jazz. 

6/11/16 Future Forecaster Audition #2: Local 4 Meteorologists Andy McCray, Anthony Peoples and Ashe Simpson wok with QC 

Children 7-13 at the Quad City Entertainment Center so they can perform the weather on Local 4 News at 6.  

6/11/15: Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure: Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure Series is the world’s largest and most 

successful education and fundraising event for breast cancer ever created and 100% of the net proceeds are allocated to 

their mission. Ten members of the staff from WHBF and KLJB manned a water station to refresh the 6,000 or so 

participants. 

6/11/16: QC Cruiser’s Open Run XXXIV: Show off your favorite hot rod at the Quad Cities Cruisers' Open Run XXXIII Car 

Show on Saturday, June 11th! Come down to the Davenport Learning Center, where you'll see row after row of raw 

horsepower and chrome! Enjoy food, music, prizes, games, and of course...the magnificent cars. 

6/16/16: JA Hall of Fame: An evening of celebration as JA inducts two laureates into the Junior Achievement Business Hall 

of Fame in recognition of their contributions to our regional business community. We will also present the Young 

Entrepreneur Award to a young professional who represents the future of our business community and recognize an 

outstanding volunteer who is dedicated to advancing JA’s mission. 

6/17/16: Nexstar Day of Caring: The WHBF staff worked with the Quad City Botanical Center to upgrade their facilities to 

include a children’s obstacle course called “The Garden Gauntlet.”  We spent four days preparing the grounds and spent 

Friday June 17th constructing the 10 stations of the gauntlet. 49 employees worked at total of 226 man-hours to complete 

this project. 



 

 

 

Public Service Announcements 

-continued- 
 

6/19/16: River Action’s Ride the River Father's Day Bicycle Ride: Enjoy a bi-state tour of the Quad Cities along 

riverfront bike trails and cruise on the Mississippi River on the Celebration Belle riverboat from Iowa to Illinois. Or, ride 

across the historic Arsenal Bridge. Come join the fun with the whole family for this Father’s Day tradition! 

6/27/16:  Boy Scouts Pro-Am: Davenport Country Club: Iowa PGA Professionals competed in this fun team event where 

the Boy Scouts of America provided the amateur team members.  The team format consists of a stableford event where 

the amateurs played a scramble and the professionals played their own ball.  The low score of the two was recorded on 

each hole.  There was also an individual PGA Open Division, PGA Senior Division, and Professional Skins Game. Jim 

Niedelman emceed the dinner. 

 


