
 

 
 

QUARTERLY ISSUES AND PROGRAMS REPORT 
1st Quarter – January 1- March 31, 2016 

 
Though not an exhaustive list of the issues facing our community, KGCW-TV’s programs, news reports 
and public services announcements provided significant treatment of the following issues in the 1st quarter 
of 2016. 

 

Community/Quality of Life 

Crime/Law Enforcement 

Economy/Business 

Education/Youth 

Government/Politics 

Health 

Minorities/Seniors/Women  

Public Safety 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LOCAL/REGIONAL PROGRAMMING 
 
Regularly Scheduled Programming: Locally produced news Programs providing the most significant 
treatment of the above-identified community issues include:  
 
Program Day Time      
Local 4 News at 10 Encore Monday-Friday 2-2:30am 

 
 

 
OTO Programming: Locally produced programs providing the most significant treatment of the above-
identified community issues include: 
 
Program:  America’s Untold Journey   
Date/Time: January 25, 2016, 9-10pm  Duration of Segment: 60 min.  
Detailed Description:  America’s Untold Journey is a documentary that details 450 years of the African 
American experience in this country including parts of that story that have been largely forgotten or 
ignored by historians including the role free blacks played in the development of early American 
settlements in Northern Florida.  The goal of the program is to add some additional layers and some 
perspective to what is normally discussed during Black History Month. The program was made possible 
by Nexstar Broadcasting, owners of KGCW-TV and, in addition to being aired over-the-air, was made 
available for area schools to allow educators to integrate the material into their traditional black history 
curriculum.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
LOCAL SHORT FORM PROGRAMMING 

 
All of the above programming is locally produced news and entertainment programming presenting a mix 
of news, weather, sports, and lifestyle] programming focusing on current issues and events as follows: 

 
 

Community/Quality of Life 
 
Story Title:  Arsenal Museum   
Program: Local 4 News  Duration of Segment: 2:00 
Detailed Description:  This is the last weekend you’ll be able to see the Rock Island Arsenal Museum 
before its hours are reduced on Monday.  The museum features hundreds of items you can see but also 
thousands of items that in their artifact collection.  What you see on the floor is just 3%-5% of the 
museum collection. Many of the items rotate in and out of circulation to ensure visitors to the museum 
have a new and different experience each visit. 
 
Story Title: Homeless     
Program: Local 4 News  Duration of Segment: :45 
Detailed Description:  The Moline and Rock Island Townships hope to help the homeless in their 
communities stay warm. Thousands of blankets were distributed to several area organizations today. 
They’re made of biodegradable material and don’t need to be washed. Organizers say it helps streamline 
the operation.  The Salvation Army also helped distribute the blankets. 
Story Title:  Heart Walk   
 
Program: Local 4 News  Duration of Segment: :45 
Detailed Description:  Some people are getting a head start on fundraising for the Annual Heart Walk.  
Organizers held the annual luncheon for the event today. It’s a way to help raise money for the American 
Heart Association.  KGCW staffers participated in the luncheon to try to help the organization meet its 
goal of $185,000.  This year’s Heart Walk will take place on May 22nd. 
 
Story Title: Legos     
Program: Local 4 News  Duration of Segment: :45 
Detailed Description:  Some unique masterpieces are on display at the Figge Art Museum and they’re all 
made of Legos.  Adam Reed Tucker is an architect who has been building large scale models using Lego 
brick for more than 15 years. The John Hancock Building and the Empire State Building are among the 
skyscrapers you can see.  The Lego exhibit will be on display through May 29th. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Crime/Law Enforcement 
 
 
Story Title:  School Drills   
Program: Local 4 News  Duration of Segment: 2:00 
Detailed Description:  The Dixon Police Department, Lee County Sheriff’s Department, Dixon Fire 
Department and Dickson Rural Fire Department joined forces at Lincoln Elementary School to conduct 
numerous live scenarios today. The exercises were designed to ensure all departments have the most 
advanced tactics available to deal with an active shooter incident. In today’s scenario, there was one 
active shooter but a lot of casualties so all police and fire departments were able to participate in the 
training.  Officials say they they’ll continue to have these types of drills as often as possible in order to 
improve tactics with the changing times. 
 
Story Title:  Fighting Videos   
Program: Local 4 News  Duration of Segment: 2:00 
Detailed Description:  If you’re on social media, you may have come across videos of fighting. Now one 
Illinois lawmaker wants to make sure that it’s a crime to post them online.  After seeing video of a fight 
like this one, Representative Terri Bryant says she had to do something.  The bill is in its early stages but 
there is a lot of consensus that something needs to be done about cyber bullying.  Opponents worry that 
the law may be hard to enforce. 
 
Story Title: Happy Birthday    
Program: Local 4 News  Duration of Segment: 2:00 
Detailed Description:  The Davenport Police paid a visit to a family home this afternoon, not because of 
problems but simply to wish one little girl a happy birthday.  Olivia McCormick is turning four years old 
on Monday but ever since she was about seven months old, Olivia had a rare condition that makes it hard 
for her bones to heal.  Most kids ask for toys for their birthday but all Olivia wants are cards.  After 
receiving hundreds of cards from all over, the Davenport Police and a local childcare center made her 
collection even bigger.  Sgt. Eric Gruenhagan says they try to show kids that police are here to help and, 
for one little girl and her family, that was never more true than today. 
 
Story Title:  St. Patrick’s Day   
Program: Local 4 News  Duration of Segment: 2:30 
Detailed Description:  St. Patrick’s Day in the Quad Cities is one big party but Davenport city leaders and 
law enforcement officials say they want to make sure that party doesn’t get out of control.  Citing safety 
concerns, the city’s Public Safety Committee recommended that Shenanigan’s Pub in downtown 
Davenport be denied a request for an outdoor liquor license. While a lawyer for Shenanigan’s says it is 
being unduly singled out, authorities point to a long list of trouble traced back to the bar. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Economy/Business 
 
Story Title:  Kraft Heinz Plant   
Program: Local 4 News  Duration of Segment: 1:00 
Detailed Description:  People got a chance to speak out about developing the area near the new Kraft-
Heinz plant tonight.  The city is considering offering the company property tax breaks and help building a 
new street that leads to the factory.  Some at tonight’s meeting were on board with helping Kraft-Heinz 
others questioned whether it would be too much of a financial risk.  City leaders also want to create an 
Economic Development Zone around the new plant called the North Urban Renewal Area to attract new 
business to the area. 
 
 
Story Title:  Amtrak   
Program: Local 4 News  Duration of Segment: 1:00 
Detailed Description:  Moline’s pressing on with its part to secure Amtrak service to Chicago. Earlier this 
month, city leaders indicated you could be able to get on a train in early 2017.  Given recent delays, 
Moline Mayor Scott Raes says hitting the 2017 deadline will be “quite a challenge” but they are still 
aggressively pursuing it.  See more of my conversation with Raes Sunday on 4 The Record. 
 
Story Title: Bud’s     
Program: Local 4 News  Duration of Segment: :30 
Detailed Description:  After serving Quad City customers for decades, a popular local restaurant is 
destined for the wrecking ball.  The iconic Bud’s Skyline Inn closed last October after 30 years in 
business and demolition of the building will start soon. The Quad City International Airport has 
purchased the property but it is unclear what will become of the land at this time. 
 
Story Title: Auto Show     
Program: Local 4 News  Duration of Segment: 1:30 
Detailed Description:  The Iowa Illinois Regional Auto Show is back in downtown Davenport.  The show 
features a little bit of everything from vintage cars to brand new models. Many local dealerships are 
showcasing their 2016 models and, in honor of its election as the 2016 Motor Trend Car of the Year,  
Chevy Camaros from years past will be on display.  The show runs through Sunday at the River Center in 
Davenport. 
 
Story Title:  Job Losses   
Program: Local 4 News  Duration of Segment: 2:00 
Detailed Description:  The decision to close a juvenile corrections center in Kewanee will put about 200 
people out of work. That announcement came today from representatives of the Illinois Department of 
Juvenile Justice who say the operational costs got too high justify keeping the facility open. The facility in 
Kewanee currently houses 95 juveniles but it takes 200 employees to keep the facility running. Kewanee 
city officials say the loss of 200 local jobs will be a huge economic hit to the community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Economy/Business 
Continued 

 
 
Story Title:  Quad Cities Live   
Program: Local 4 News  Duration of Segment: 2:00 
Detailed Description:  It’s a plan to make the Quad Cities come alive with a month-long event called 
Quad Cities Live. Tourism leaders have been working with local concert halls and playhouses to host 
events every day in April. Charlotte Morrison of the Quad Cities Convention and Visitors Bureau says it’s 
an opportunity for people to explore and discover the live entertainment scene here in the Quad Cities 
with music, theater, improve and more.  The goal is to attract people as far away as 150 miles to area 
venues and to provide a huge economic boost. 
 
Story Title: Deere Profits     
Program: Local 4 News  Duration of Segment: :30 
Detailed Description:  Deere & Company saw a drop in profits in the first quarter of the year reporting net 
income of $254 million.  Sales worldwide dropped 13% to $5.5 billion, which is down from $6.3 billion 
last year.  Executives say they’ve seen a drop in demand of construction equipment. 
 
 

Education/Youth 
 
 
Story Title:  Ambrose Doctoral Program   
Program: Local 4 News  Duration of Segment: 2:30 
Detailed Description:  A new doctoral program is coming to St. Ambrose University for students in the 
Occupational Therapy program.  Right now, only a Master’s Degree is available but with the expanded 
doctorate program, the school will be one of only eight programs like it in the country.  Last year, all 34 
graduates of the Occupational Therapy program, 100%, passed their qualification exams and all found 
employment after graduation.  Statistics show the field will grow by nearly 30% over the next ten years. 
 
Story Title:  Scholarships   
Program: Local 4 News  Duration of Segment: 2:00 
Detailed Description:  Eleven students in the Quad Cities received scholarships totaling $36,000 tonight 
with all the money coming from the annual Iowa Illinois Auto Show.  To apply, students must have a 
parent or guardian that works at a Quad City new car dealership. Tyler Hill was one of the recipients.  He 
is a senior at United Township High School and is headed for Iowa State to pursue Biological Systems 
Engineering. This year’s Quad City Auto Show will run from Friday through Sunday. 
 
Story Title:  Student Lobbyists     
Program: Local 4 News  Duration of Segment: 2:00 
Detailed Description:  Another push for equal funding in Iowa schools came from the Quad Cities today 
in the form of a contingent of Davenport high school students who took a trip to Des Moines this 
Presidents Day.  The students spoke with lawmakers including Governor Terry Branstad to make their 
case for a fairer system. Competing proposals along party lines in the statehouse are now in conference 
committee for resolution.  
 
 
 



 
Government/Politics  

 
Story Title: GOP Race    
Program: Local 4 News  Duration of Segment: 1:30 
Detailed Description:  This year’s Republican presidential race isn’t as wide open as it was several weeks 
ago. There are seven candidates left but only five that are considered viable for the nomination.  A former 
strategist for Rand Paul in Iowa says it’s basically already narrower than that.   He says that race will, 
sooner or later, come down to Trump and Cruz.  Steve Grubbs and Porter McNeil talk about that and the 
possibility of brokered GOP convention in this week’s 4 The Record, Sunday at 10:30am on WHBF. 
 
Story Title:  Rock Island County Justice Center   
Program: Local 4 News  Duration of Segment: 2:00 
Detailed Description:  It won’t be smooth sailing on the plans to expand the Rock Island County Justice 
Center.  It’s a multi-million dollar project and while those who spoke at tonight’s County Board meeting 
discussed expanding the building, some board members think a public vote should decide the fate of the 
project.  Rock Island County board members will be voting on moving forward with the plans in late 
February. 
 
Story Title: Rock Island Coroner 
Program: Local 4 News  Duration of Segment: 1:00 
Detailed Description:  The budget impasse has even hit the Rock Island Coroner’s office.  The office 
spends thousands of dollars each year helping families who can’t afford their services. That money 
usually comes from the state but not without a budget.  The Rock Island Coroner says, according to the 
law, he must continue pulling from the County’s general fund to help families who need the support. 
 
Story Title:  Rauner Budget Address #2   
Program: Local 4 News  Duration of Segment: 1:00 
Detailed Description:  Illinois Governor Bruce Rauner gave his second budget address today and said he 
wants to forma  budget with a mix of reforms, cuts, and additional revenue to help solve the 8-month long 
budget impasse.  The lack of a budget is also having a huge impact on agencies here in the Quad Cities 
including agencies providing critical services like InTouch Adult Daycare in Molin whose program 
director says the lack of a budget is absolutely unacceptable. 
 

Health 
 
Story Title:  Marijuana Dispensaries   
Program: Local 4 News  Duration of Segment: 1:00 
Detailed Description:  The first medical marijuana dispensary in the Quad Cities opened its doors today. 
Nature’s treatment of Illinois in Milan took just eight months to build but the owner says the entire 
process has taken years.  Today the business held a soft opening for their first customer, an 18 year old 
high school graduate with a brain injury sustained in high school wrestling.  The dispensary expects up to 
500 regular patients when it is fully up and running. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Health 
Continued 

 
Story Title:  Privatized Medicaid   
Program: Local 4 News  Duration of Segment: 1:30 
Detailed Description:  Former Iowa Governor Chet Culver is pushing back against the plan to privatize 
Medicaid.  He hosted a town hall meeting in Davenport to voice his concerns about the change.  Culver’s 
stance opposes Governor Terry Branstad who is behind the effort.  Culver disagrees with the claims that 
the switch would save the state money.  The Iowa Senate passed a bill to stop the Medicaid privatization; 
there’s been no vote in the House. 
 
Story Title:  Zika   
Program: Local 4 News  Duration of Segment: 1:30 
Detailed Description:  An Iowa woman has tested positive for the Zika Virus according to health officials.  
The Iowa Department of Public Health says the woman recently traveled abroad. They say she is between 
61-80 and has a history of travel to Central America and health officials say the general public is not at 
risk.  However, officials warn anyone traveling to areas affected by the virus to protect themselves from 
mosquitos. 
 

Minorities/Seniors/Women 
 
Story Title:  Bob Gaston   
Program: Local 4 News  Duration of Segment: 2:30 
Detailed Description:  He is a man who knows music and after retiring as band director for a local high 
school, Bob Gaston was called to keep the music going.  Only this time, it was at the Center for Active 
Seniors in Davenport.  And nothing will stop him, not even his blindness. Legally blind since birth, Bob 
takes the bus to and from band practice each Thursday.  From patriotic to popular music, Bob’s band is in 
demand to play concerts around the Quad Cities.  “Why do I do what I do?” he asks; “I guess because I 
can.” 
 
Story Title:  Jewish Heritage   
Program: Local 4 News  Duration of Segment: 3:00 
Detailed Description:  Educating our community about local history is the goal of an exhibit and listening 
session about Quad Cities Jewish Heritage tonight. Hosted by Western Illinois University-Quad Cities 
campus, visitors will l earn about local Jewish history, immigration, community contributions and the 
future for the Jewish community in the Quad Cities.   Hear from local Jewish Americans who are still in 
our community today about their life experiences and about the legacy of Jews in our community.  Here 
to talk more about the event is the chief development officer at WQPT, Jamie Lange. 
 
Story Title:  America’s Untold Journey   
Program: Local 4 News  Duration of Segment: 2:00 
Detailed Description:  Local students got to experience some unknown parts of American history today. 
America’s Untold Journey is a documentary that details 450 years of the African American experience in 
this country. The main goal of the program is to add to what students are already learning during Black 
History Month and offers a deeper look at topics or events that may be outside the traditional curriculum.  
The program was made possible by Nexstar Broadcasting, owners of KGCW-TV and, in addition to being 
aired over-the-air on that channel, was made available for area schools to integrate into their lesson plans. 
 
 



Public Safety 
 
Story Title:  Landfill Contaminants   
Program: Local 4 News  Duration of Segment: 2:30 
Detailed Description:  An old landfill is causing new problems in East Moline.  It closed in the late 1980’s 
but since then, rising levels of contaminants have been leaching into the ground.  The city hired an 
environmental consultant to help solve the problem. Now the plan is to spend more than a quarter-of-a-
million dollars to take care of it.  The money for the new Lechate Collection System is coming from fees 
saved up from when the old landfill was in use.  Construction of the new system is expected to start 
within the next few weeks. 
 
Story Title:  Snow Emergency     
Program: Local 4 News  Duration of Segment: :30 
Detailed Description:  A heads up for people in Davenport tonight. The city as declared a snow 
emergency that will start tomorrow night at 10pm and run through 8am on Monday morning. That means 
you could get a ticket if you’re parked in designated routes. Snow emergency declarations are an effort to 
help with the snow removal process and help motorists avoid accidents.   
 
Story Title:  Lock & Dam   
Program: Local 4 News  Duration of Segment: 1:30 
Detailed Description:  It’s not every day you get to see the bottom of the Mississippi River but today, the 
Army Corps of Engineers drained lock and dam #13 in Fulton, IL.  Crews pump out all the water, 
allowing them to fix technical issues. The operations manager says there’s no better way to check which 
areas need work.  Crews started work in January and plan to finish by March 4th.  
 
Story Title:  Augusta Seminar   
Program: Local 4 News  Duration of Segment: 1:00 
Detailed Description:  A seminar at Augustana College focused on better preparing Quad Citians for 
workplace a school shootings today.  The seminar talked about the growing problem with mass shootings 
and how to reduce the amount of damage.  One of those solutions was a new ‘app’ called “Guard 9-1-1”. 
The app works like a panic button for staff members. Developer say this will solve one of the biggest 
issues when it comes to active shooter situations: Shortened notification and response time for law 
enforcement.  The apps can be purchased by schools and corporations. 
 
Story Title:  Wind Damage   
Program: Local 4 News  Duration of Segment: 1:00 
Detailed Description:  Today’s winds – clocked at speeds of up to 60 mph – did some damage around the 
Quad Cities.  A fence at McDonalds in Bettendorf fell on two employees that had to be taken to the 
hospital. And over at Modern Woodmen Park, Gondolas on the Ferris wheel were blown around from 
side to side.  Meanwhile, on the Mississippi River, the waves are going one way while the river is actually 
flowing the opposite way. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Public Service Announcements 
 
 
In addition to the above programming KGCW-TV broadcast public service announcements and news 
coverage related to the following events/issues supported by the station:  
 
1/15-18/16 - Be A Tourist In Your Own Backyard: QCCVB encourage people to explore some area attractions. 

1/16/16 – Icestravaganza: During the “Be A Tourist In Your Own Backyard Weekend, the Freight House will be the center 
for interactive ice sculptures, kids’ activities, extended Farmers Market hours, and a new After-Party. It’s FREE, so plan to 
share fun photos with friends! Along with live ice carving, Icestravaganza will offer FREE indoor kids’ activities including a 
cookie decorating station, crafts, library story time, and an appearance by Rascal the River Bandit. 

1/20-22/16 - BBBS Putt-A-Round: Big Brothers & Big Sisters invite teams to support more than 800 kids in the one-on-one 
mentoring program. This event features miniature golf holes designed and manned by supporting businesses & sponsors. 
(WHBF & KGCW) 
 
1/30-3/12, 2016 – JA Bowl-A-Thon: Every year, JA supporters head out to their local bowling alley to help provide 
students with JA's financial literacy, work-readiness, and entrepreneurship programs. Participants form their own bowling 
team and enjoy a fun time with friends, co-workers, and relatives. Proceeds from the event help support more than 55,000 
students benefitting from JA.  
 
1/28, 2016 – Mission: Possible: This charity gala will bring people together to raise funds for Braking Traffik by providing 
an evening of fine dining, silent auctions, and raffles. Braking Traffik is a non-profit organization that works to eradicate sex 
trafficking in the Quad Cities area. 
 
2/6/16 – QCBC – Shipwrecked in Gilligan’s Garden: A three hour tour in the tropical gardens includes live music, island 
food & beverages, games, and a chance to explore the "coconut station". 
Guest are invited to dress like their favorite castaway.  The evening is a fun fundraiser for the Quad City Botanical Center 
design to support their mission to provide the perfect oasis for bringing people and plants together in fun and meaningful 
ways. 
 
2/12-14/16 - Iowa / Illinois Regional Auto Show: The latest in automotive technology at the area's largest new car show at 
the Davenport RiverCenter 
 
2/15 – 2/21 - "STEM" - Governor's STEM Advisory Council: The Iowa Broadcasters Association requested KLJB and 
KGCW and their digital sub-channels air announcements beginning on February 15 airing through February 21 to 
encourage area youth to include STEM subjects in their scholastic schedule. STEM is an acronym for Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics. The goal of increasing STEM interest and achievement is critical to regaining Iowa's historic 
legacy as a leader in education and workforce development. 

2/18/16 – Heart Walk Kickoff: A pre-event meeting to inspire teams in their fundraising efforts for this year’s Heart Walk 
which is May 21, 2016. This rally featured a scripted presentation hosted by the Local 4 Morning team of Emily Scarlett, 
Chris Langlois and Anthony Peoples. 

2/18/16 - HAVLife Martini Shake Off: The HAVlife foundation invites guests to sip martinis, snack and mingle all in the 
name of a good cause! 
 
3/1 - 3/10 – United Way “Thank You” campaign: All five stations aired a public service campaign to thank Quad City 
residents for their support of the United Way. 
 
3/1 - 3/10 – IA Lottery/ Problem Gambling PSA. All five stations aired these announcements to bring attention to 
problem gambling treatment assistance available in our area.  As requested, our stations aired one :30 PSA during the 
10:00 – 10:30 p.m. on March 13th as part of a statewide roadblock. The campaign continued March 14-20, with each station 
scheduled to run additional announcements as inventory allowed. 
 
3/12/16 – CASI -  St. Patrick’s Day Parade: Annual St. Patrick’s Day Race in Downtown Davenport. March 12, 2016.  We 

produced public service announcements for all stations to encourage viewers to come watch the country’s only bi-state  
St. Patrick’s Day Parade. 

 



Public Service Announcements 
continued 

 

3/20/16 – The Polar Plunge, presented by Law Enforcement Torch Run:  This is a unique opportunity to support Special 
Olympics athletes by taking a flying leap – a leap into the frigid waters of Wick's Lake at Jumer’s Casino and Hotel.  The 
event had 270 participants and raised $53,000 to support the Special Olympics Illinois.. 

3/22/16 – St. Ambrose ProFair: Annual job fair primarily for SAU students seeking full-time employment upon 
graduation.  Some underclassmen are also looking to obtain Intern positions.  

 
 


