
WSBE-TV Quarterly Issues & Programs List 
October – December 2019 
 
 
The Rhode Island PBS Foundation has determined that the following issues were of importance 
to the Rhode Island community during the past three months, and has broadcast the following 
programming to address those issues. 
 
 

QPTR Category:  Arts 
 
doubleFEATURE: Presented by RI International Film Festival, Thurs at 8:00 pm, 60 minutes 
This one-hour series showcases the art of the short film and the artists who create them. Each 
week, doubleFEATURE presents award-winning short films that have made their world 
premiere or been screened at a recent Rhode Island International Film Festival (RIIFF). In 
addition, between the short films, RIIFF Executive Director George T. Marshall, director of the 
RI Film and Television Office Steven Feinberg, and independent filmmaker and RIIFF Program 
Director Shawn Quirk interview filmmakers and industry professionals behind the camera lens. 
 
Rhode Island Live, Sundays at 10:00 pm, 60 minutes 
The series features the musicians that live and travel through Rhode Island. Artists span a variety 
of music genres, from rock to rap, from traditional spiritual to blues and folk. Filmed at venues 
and festivals in Rhode Island, the program showcases the diverse talent available to Rhode 
Islanders.  
 
NetWorks #701, Saturday 12/7 at noon, 60 minutes 
NetWorks #702, Saturday 12/14 at 11:00 pm, 60 minutes 
 
Since 2008, a unique Rhode Island arts project has proliferated through collaboration between 
two friends, one an art collector and the other an artist. "NetWorks" was created to document, 
celebrate, and foster the richly creative and diverse Rhode Island artistic community. Episodes 
feature any one of at least a dozen local artists, profiled in their studios or preferred work spaces, 
as they describe in their own words what inspires them. 
 
 

QPTR Category:  Biography 
 
The Amazing Life and Times of Austin T. Levy, Saturday, 11/30 at noon, 60 minutes 
The enormous impact and prolific legacy is told of visionary entrepreneur Austin T. Levy (1880-
1951), a textile industrialist who pioneered paid vacations and profit sharing long before such 
things became common.  He lived, worked, and dreamed of a better life for his friends and 
neighbors.  His entrepreneurship and visionary investment in community transformed the village 
of Harrisville in the town of Burrillville in northwest Rhode Island in the early 20th Century. 
 
 

QPTR Category:  Community Politics, Government 
 



A Lively Experiment 
Four guest panelists debate and discuss current events and topics of local importance in this 
weekly political affairs program. Moderated by Jim Hummel, the revolving panel of guests 
includes news reporters and newsmakers, opinion leaders and academics, political analysts and 
politicians. 
10/4/16 PANEL: Donna Perry, Communications Consultant; Dave Layman, Corporate 
Communications Consultant; Bill Lynch - Former Chairman, RI Democratic Party TOPICS: 
IGT and Twin River - The governor makes a second appearance before a legislative committee 
and answers the GOP ethics complaint; RIPEC report - A $10 billion state budget and potentially 
slumping gambling revenues; Matt Brown and the progressives; City of Providence -  Bike path 
fiasco  
10/11/16 PANEL: Lisa Pelosi - Political Strategist; Patrick Anderson - Reporter, Providence 
Journal; Bob Walsh - Executive Director, National Education Assoc. RI TOPICS: Speaker 
Mattiello; IGT, Twin River, Camelot, Interlot; Free lunch for all in Providence?; Rhode Island 
Promise 
10/18/19 PANEL: Dan McGowan – Reporter, Boston Globe; Patricia Morgan - Former State 
Representative; Scott MacKay - Political Analyst, The Public’s Radio TOPICS: Providence 
Public Schools; Councilwoman raises eyebrows about comments on vandalism and civil 
disobedience; IGT  
10/25/19 PANEL: Jim Vincent, President, NAACP Providence Branch; Arlene Violet, Former RI 
Attorney General; Nick Gorham, Former State Representative TOPICS: Mattiello – fallout from 
Jeff Britt incident; The Wyatt – no charges files; Medical Marijuana and hemp regulations; 
RICAS – Scores are up but up but still below expectations 
11/1/19 PANEL: Wendy Schiller - Political Science Professor, Brown University; Don Roach - 
Political Contributor; Dan Reilly - Former State Representative TOPICS: Twin River and Brett 
Smiley – war of words; The Speaker - How will Jeff Britt’s indictment affect Mattiello and how 
he operates in the new session; Providence Schools - State takeover becomes official Friday; 
Impeachment inquiry moves forward 
11/15/19 PANEL: Bill Lynch - Former Chairman, R.I. Democratic Party; Doreen Costa - Former 
State Representative; Karl Wadensten – Treasurer, R.I. Commerce Corp Board TOPICS: 
Evergreen Contract Law - leaders of nearly half of the state’s communities join in a lawsuit; 
NYC homeless shipped to R.I.; Impeachment hearings begin 
11/22/19 PANEL: Lisa Pelosi – Political Strategist; Bill Bartholomew – Bartholomew Podcast 
Host; Bill Weygand – Former U.S. Congressman 
11/29/19 PANEL: Mayors round table - Allan Fung - Mayor of Cranston; Charles Lombardi – 
Mayor of North Providence; Joseph Polisena - Mayor of Johnston TOPICS: Evergreen contract 
legislation lawsuit; Shared services; Should towns/cities ultimately have control of the School 
Department budget; Red tape with state agencies 
12/6/19 PANEL: Rob Horowitz - Democratic Strategist; Eva Mancuso - Attorney and Former 
Prosecutor; Lou Pulner - Legal Analyst, WPRO TOPICS: Pawtucket Mayor announces big plans 
for the city; Protests over insider deals on medical marijuana licenses prompts leaders to take a 
step back; SNAP/Food Stamp benefits – Trump administration moves to tighten up restrictions; 
Artificial tree at the state house? Tree farmers in an uproar. 
12/13/19 PANEL: Donna Perry - Communications Consultant; Ed Achorn - Editorial Page 
Editor, Providence Journal; Jim Vincent – President, NAACP, Providence Branch TOPICS: 
Rhode Island Hospitals – Lifespan reports a $35M deficit; Pawtucket’s big development 
proposal; Wexford building – still looking for tenants 



12/20/19 PANEL: Ian Donnis, Political Reporter - The Public’s Radio; Wendy Schiller, Political 
Science Professor - Brown University; Maureen Moakley, Political Science Professor - 
University of Rhode Island; Dave Layman, Corporate Communications Consultant TOPICS: The 
State budget; Veterans home debacle; Senate president opposes legalizing pot; Transportation 
climate initiative; Impeachment 
12/27/19 PANEL: Ian Donnis, Political Reporter - The Public’s Radio; Wendy Schiller, Political 
Science Professor - Brown University; Maureen Moakley, Political Science Professor - 
University of Rhode Island; Dave Layman; Corporate Communications Consultant TOPICS: 
Top Local Story; Top National Story; Biggest Winner; Biggest Loser; “Only in Rhode Island” 
Moment; A look back at your 2019 predictions – was it a hit or miss? 
 
Story in the Public Square, Sundays at 11:00 am, 30 minutes 
Each week, the executive director of the Pell Center of Public Policy at Salve Regina University 
in partnership with The Providence Journal interviews contemporary print, screen, music, and 
other storytellers about their creative process and explores how their stories impact public 
understanding and policy. 
 
 

QPTR Category:  Education 
 
Destinos: An Introduction to Spanish, weekly Monday through Friday at 3:30 am, 30 minutes 
The series teaches speaking, listening, and comprehension skills in Spanish. This telenovela, or 
Spanish soap opera, immerses students in everyday situations with native speakers and 
introduces the cultures, accents, and dialects of Mexico, Spain, Argentina, and Puerto Rico. 
Featuring closed captioning in Spanish, students develop an understanding of Spanish and an 
appreciation of many Hispanic cultures as they become absorbed in the mysterious and 
entertaining story.  
 
School Talk, Sundays at 10:00 am, 30 minutes 
Produced at Bridgewater State College in nearby Massachusetts, this is a talk show featuring 
experts and recognized leaders, dedicated to covering contemporary issues related to education.  
The show often includes topics about, and guests from, the Rhode Island education system.  
 
 

QPTR Category:  Farming 
 
Harvesting Rhode Island is a series that explores the history, current environment, future 
outlook of a wide variety of farms and agriculture in Rhode Island. It brings vivid perspective to 
“buy local” and what it really takes to get produce from farm to table. 
 

Harvesting Rhode Island #309 Diamond Hill Vineyards & Phantom Farm, Sunday, 
8/4/19, at 7:30 pm, 30 minutes 
Harvesting Rhode Island: The Rhode Island Fishing Industry, Friday, 8/23/19 at 8:30 
pm, 60 minutes 
Harvesting Rhode Island #303 Wright’s Dairy & Emma Acres, Friday, 10/4/19 at 8:30 
pm, 30 minutes 



Harvesting Rhode Island #304 Narrow Lane Orchard & Blackbird Farm, Friday, 
10/11/19 at 8:30 pm, 30 minutes 
Harvesting Rhode Island #305 Morris Farm & Sanctuary Herbs, Friday, 10/18/19 at 
8:30 pm, 30 minutes 
Harvesting Rhode Island #306 Garman Farm & Young Farm, Friday, 10/25/19 at 8:30 
pm, 30 minutes 
Harvesting Rhode Island #307 Sweet Berry Farm & Little State Flowers, Friday, 
11/2/19 at 8:30 pm, 30 minutes 
Harvesting Rhode Island #308 Verde Vineyards & Elwood Orchard, Sunday, 11/4/19, 
at 8:30 pm, 30 minutes 
Harvesting Rhode Island #309 Diamond Hill Vineyards & Phantom Farm, Sunday, 
11/4/19, at 8:30 pm, 30 minutes 

 
QPTR Category:  Food/Culture 

 
Maria’s Portuguese Table - Maria Lawton and her family arrived in New Bedford, MA, from 
the island of Sao Miguel in the Azores, when she was six years old.  Like many new Americans, 
food and cooking were central to Maria's family. After Maria's mother passed away, Maria 
resolved to document the cooking and recipes that were a vital part of her childhood. This quest 
took her back to Sao Miguel, where she rediscovered her family's traditional recipes and put 
them into a cookbook. Four years later, Maria builds on her dream of sharing her culture by 
blending her love of rich and flavorful Azorean food plus touring the gorgeous scenery of 
picturesque villages and towns of Sao Miguel in Maria's Portuguese Table, an 8-part food and 
travel odyssey. 

Maria’s Portuguese Table #101, Wednesday 10/2/19 at 7:30 pm, 30 minutes 
Maria’s Portuguese Table #102, Wednesday 10/9/19 at 7:30 pm, 30 minutes 
Maria’s Portuguese Table #103, Wednesday 10/16/19 at 7:30 pm, 30 minutes 
Maria’s Portuguese Table #104, Wednesday 10/23/19 at 7:30 pm, 30 minutes 
Maria’s Portuguese Table #105, Wednesday 10/30/19 at 7:30 pm, 30 minutes 
Maria’s Portuguese Table #106, Wednesday 11/6/19 at 7:30 pm, 30 minutes 

 
 

QPTR Category:  Health/Health Care 
 
It's OK Not to Be OK, Saturday, 12/14 at 7:30 pm, 60 minutes 
 
In an unprecedented collaboration among all four Rhode Island television stations through the RI 
Broadcasters Association, It’s OK Not to Be OK was simulcast on a Saturday evening, 
presenting gripping stories of struggle, tragedy, recovery, and hope. Each reporter from the three 
commercial networks (NBC 10, CBS 12, ABC 6) explored a story that represented the 
complexities of mental health and substance use disorder. Following the half hour simulcast, the 
reporters continued the conversation for the next half hour, in Rhode Island PBS studios, sharing 
how the stories they covered impacted the reporters, and bringing attention to the resources 
available to the public.  
 



 
QPTR Category:  Minorities/Civil Rights 

 
In Another Opinion, second and fourth Sundays of the month, 30 minutes at 10:30 am, 30 
minutes 
Peter Wells, publisher and editor of the Providence American newspaper, hosts the public affairs 
program addressing key local issues and national headlines that impact Rhode Island's 
communities of color.  

 
QPTR Category:  National Politics/Government 

 
White House Chronicle, Fridays at 7:30 pm, 30 minutes 
Filmed at the Rhode Island PBS studios, Hosts Llewellyn King and Linda Gasparello bring news 
analysis and political commentary about the week’s headlines to a national audience, and do it 
with a sense of humor.  

 
 

QPTR Category:  Native American Indian Culture 
 
Stories in Stone, Tuesday, 10/1/19 at 8:00 pm on Learn, 30 minutes 
This documentary chronicles the stories of Narragansett Tribal stonemasons who, for more than 
400 years, built many of the stone walls that wind through the woods of southern New England. 
Interspersing footage that captures the beauty of these walls and interviews with tribal elders and 
members of two prominent Narragansett mason families, the filmmakers weave a story that is at 
once poetic and inspirational. STORIES IN STONE is a story of love, love of place, heritage and 
family, and a tale that demonstrates how a craft, initiated at the point of European contact, has 
come to serve as a strategy for resiliency and resistance. 

 
 

QPTR Category:  Recreation/Leisure 
 
Oh My Gourd! The Jack-O-Lantern Spectacular Story, Wednesday, 10/2/2019 at 8 pm, 60 
minutes 
Oh My Gourd! The Jack-O-Lantern Spectacular Story chronicles the artistic annual event at 
Roger Williams Park Zoo in October. With more than 5,000 carved pumpkins on display and 
110,000 - 140,000 visitors from all over the world each season, this is not an average pumpkin 
show. Perhaps as stunning as the artwork are the logistics required to pull off this ambitious 
event. Filmed over the course of a year, viewers get a behind the scenes look at what it takes to 
cut, clean, carve, and stage thousands of pumpkins. 
 
Weekends with Yankee, Tuesdays at 9:30 pm on Learn, 30 minutes 
WEEKENDS WITH YANKEE is a travel and lifestyle series named for the long-running 
publication. With New England among the nation's top tourist destinations, the magazine-style 
program takes viewers on an insider's exploration of the cities, countryside locales and far-flung 
places in the quaint and scenic region.  
 
  



 
Second Wind: The Snoek Refit with Onne van der Wal, Wednesday, 11/14/19 at 9:00 pm, 60 
minutes 
Onne van der Wal, the famous Newport Nautical Photographer, turns to his sailing and craftsman 
roots with a total refit of a classic sailboat, and he did all the work himself. 
 
East Coast Antiques, Fridays at 2:00 and 2:30 pm starting in November, 30 minutes each 
Created and directed by Mike Rossi of Rhode Island, the series takes viewers behind-the-scenes 
of the antiques world and features the people and items that continue to make collecting antiques 
one of the hottest pastimes today.  Mike, a licensed auctioneer, antiques store manager, and 
antiquities collector himself, will take viewers to festivals and flea markets up and down the east 
coast.   

 
QPTR Category:  Rhode Island 

 
Our Town, 60 minutes each 
Wednesday, 11/27/19: 
  8:00 pm Our Town: Glocester 
  9:00 pm Our Town: North Kingstown 
 10:00 pm Our Town: Portsmouth    
Thursday, 11/28/19: 
  4:00 pm Our Town: West Warwick 
  5:00 pm Our Town: Westerly 
  6:00 pm Our Town: Smithfield 
  7:00 pm Our Town: Bristol 
  8:00 pm Our Town: Johnston 
  9:00 pm Our Town: Charlestown 
 10:00 pm Our Town: Middletown 
Our Town is a community project series wherein neighbors become filmmakers and tell the 
stories of their Rhode Island town.  Part fund-raiser, part community builder, part historical and 
cultural documentary, and part "day-in-the-life" video scrapbook, residents of the featured town 
share local legends, historical happenings, and backyard secrets - untold or uncelebrated stories 
that capture the essence of the town. 
 
Exhuming the North Burial Ground: A Perfect Place in Providence, Thursday, 10/31/19 at 
9:00 pm, 30 minutes  
Providence’s North Burial Ground, in continuous service to Rhode Island since the 1600’s, is the 
largest public cemetery in Rhode Island. Despite its urban surroundings, the North Burial 
Ground is an open-space sanctuary where Rhode Islanders can come and experience a quiet, 
park-like beauty envisioned by the cemetery designers. The documentary combines 
dramatizations, expert commentary, documents, on-location filming and scenic visuals, to 
exhume the stories of six individuals interred there. 
 

QPTR Category:  Rhode Island History 
 
The Missing Chapter, Tuesday, 10/1/2019 at 8:30 pm, 30 minutes 

http://www.ripbs.org/our-town/towns/glocester/
http://www.ripbs.org/our-town/towns/northkingstown/
http://www.ripbs.org/our-town/towns/portsmouth/
http://www.ripbs.org/our-town/towns/west-warwick/
http://www.ripbs.org/our-town/towns/westerly/
http://www.ripbs.org/our-town/towns/smithfield/
http://www.ripbs.org/our-town/towns/bristol/
http://www.ripbs.org/our-town/towns/johnston/
http://www.ripbs.org/our-town/towns/charlestown/
http://www.ripbs.org/our-town/towns/middletown/


The documentary features narratives of 18th Century tenant farmers during the crucial period 
often overlooked in history: the period after the American Revolution and before the sweeping 
changes brought by the Industrial Revolution. Filmed on location at the historic Coggeshall Farm 
Museum in Bristol, Rhode Island. 
 
Treasures Inside the Museum #101 Herreshoff Marine Museum/Gilbert Stuart Museum, 
Friday, 10/4/19 at 8:00 pm, 30 minutes 
Treasures Inside the Museum #102 Museum of Work & Culture/Rhode Island State Archives, 
Friday, 10/11/19 at 8:00 pm, 30 minutes 
Treasures Inside the Museum #103 Tomaquag Museum/Rhode Island Historical Society, 
Friday, 10/18/19 at 8:00 pm, 30 minutes 
Treasures Inside the Museum #104 New Bedford Whaling Museum/Newport Car Museum, 
Friday, 10/25/19 at 8:00 pm, 30 minutes 
Treasures Inside the Museum #105 Redwood Library & Athenaeum/WW II Education Center, 
Friday, 11/1/19 at 8:00 pm, 30 minutes 
Treasures Inside the Museum #106 Hearthside House/Babcock-Smith House Museum, 
Friday, 11/8/19 at 8:00 pm, 30 minutes 
Treasures Inside the Museum #107 RISD Museum/Coggeshall Farm, Friday, 11/15/19 at 8:00 
pm, 30 minutes 
Treasures Inside the Museum is a 7-part series that steps into the back rooms of more than a 
dozen museums throughout Southern New England, delving into their treasured collections and 
uncovering pieces that often remain hidden away.  
 

QPTR Category:  Science/Technology 
 
Uncle Jack: The Manhattan Project and Beyond, Saturday, 11/23/19 at noon, 60 minutes 
The Manhattan Project in World War II was an enormous undertaking that required the efforts of 
many of the world's most brilliant scientists. Thousands of physicists, mathematicians, and 
engineers were recruited to design, build, and test the world's first atomic weapon. One of those 
assigned to the project was John Edmund Gray, uncle of the film's producer, Tim Gray. 
Regarded as a pioneer in the field of nuclear energy, John Gray was also front and center as that 
power evolved from wartime use to peacetime adaptation. 
 

QPTR Category:  Transportation 
 
Rhode Island Trolleys, Wednesday, 10/9/2019 at 10 pm, 60 minutes 
Rhode Island had one of the most modern trolley car systems in the United States. From horse-
drawn carriage to the electric trolley car, the evolution of this wonderful part of Rhode Island's 
past is presented in this documentary. 
 
The Newport Bridge: A Rhode Island Icon, Wednesday, 12/4 at 7:00 pm, 2 hours  
Three decades to plan and three years to build, the iconic Newport Bridge marked its 50th 
anniversary in 2019. At the time it opened in 1969, the bridge was celebrated as a major 
commercial breakthrough and a marvel of human engineering. But decades of social and political 
conflict nearly prevented the span from ever becoming a reality.  



Ultimately, the completion of the long-awaited crossing would serve as a testament to the 
indomitable will of those who advocated for the bridge, and as a lasting tribute to those whose 
labors erected the longest suspension bridge in New England. 

 
QPTR Category:  Youth 

 
Teenage Critic, Saturdays at 11:30 am, 30 minutes 
Local teens explore art and culture each week by visiting historical sights, talking to creative 
people, eating cultural food, and having fun along the way. In production since 2010, 
Confessions of a Teenage Critic (aka Teenage Critic) features teenage co-hosts, as well as 
teenagers working behind the scenes as production assistants, camera operators, and editors. 
 
 


	QPTR Category:  Arts
	QPTR Category:  Biography
	QPTR Category:  Community Politics, Government
	QPTR Category:  Education
	QPTR Category:  Farming
	Harvesting Rhode Island is a series that explores the history, current environment, future outlook of a wide variety of farms and agriculture in Rhode Island. It brings vivid perspective to “buy local” and what it really takes to get produce from farm...
	QPTR Category:  Food/Culture
	QPTR Category:  Health/Health Care
	It's OK Not to Be OK, Saturday, 12/14 at 7:30 pm, 60 minutes
	QPTR Category:  Minorities/Civil Rights
	QPTR Category:  National Politics/Government
	White House Chronicle, Fridays at 7:30 pm, 30 minutes
	QPTR Category:  Native American Indian Culture
	QPTR Category:  Recreation/Leisure
	QPTR Category:  Rhode Island
	QPTR Category:  Rhode Island History
	Treasures Inside the Museum is a 7-part series that steps into the back rooms of more than a dozen museums throughout Southern New England, delving into their treasured collections and uncovering pieces that often remain hidden away.
	QPTR Category:  Science/Technology
	QPTR Category:  Transportation
	Rhode Island had one of the most modern trolley car systems in the United States. From horse-drawn carriage to the electric trolley car, the evolution of this wonderful part of Rhode Island's past is presented in this documentary.
	QPTR Category:  Youth


