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KEYC-TV 

TV QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT PERIOD APRIL 1 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2018 

ATTACHED ARE LISTINGS OF BROADCASTS OR BROADCAST SEGMENTS WHICH, IN THE STATION’S 

JUDGEMENT, REFLECT THE STATION’S MOST SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT OF ASCERTAINED COMMUNITY 

ISSUES DURING THE PERIOD APRIL 1, 2018 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2018. 

PROGRAM INDEX: 

 PROGRAM:    DAY:    TIME: 

• KEYC News 12 This Morning  Monday-Friday   6:00-7:00AM 

• KEYC News 12 Midday   Monday-Friday   12:00-12:30PM 

• KEYC News 12 @ 5   Monday-Friday   5:00-5:30PM 

• KEYC News 12 @ 6   Monday-Saturday  6:00-6:30PM 

• KEYC News 12 @ 9   Monday-Sunday   9:00-9:30PM 

• KEYC News 12 @ 10   Monday-Sunday   10:00-10:30PM 

• Face the Nation    Sunday     9:30-10:30AM 

• 60 Minutes    Sunday    6:00-7:00PM 

• 48 Hours    Saturday   9:00-10:00PM 

“KEYC News 12” is a regularly scheduled half-hour newscast that is locally produced.  It has a mix of news, 

weather, sports, and community issue-related feature reports.  Duration of stories listed in this report range 

from 1 to 5 minutes. 

• CBS Evening News   Monday-Friday   5:30-6:00PM 

This is a CBS produced news program featuring news, information and perspectives on the daily events of the 

nation and the world.  The program also features special features on issues and concerns of the nation.  

These special issue oriented reports are approximately three minutes long. 

• CBS Morning News   Monday-Friday   6:30-7:00AM 

• CBS This Morning   Monday-Friday   7:00-9:00AM 

• CBS This Morning   Saturday   6:00-8:00AM 

These CBS produced news programs features news, interviews, weather and information segments and 

feature reports on issues and concerns of the American Public.  The community issue segments usually are 

three to four minutes long. 

• CBS Sunday Morning   Sunday    8:00-9:30AM 

This CBS produced news magazine program focuses on three to four issues or entertainment oriented reports 

in each week’s program.  Many of these reports are interviews.  Each report averages ten to twelve minutes 

long. 

 



Issues/Programs List 

KEYC-TV, Mankato, Minnesota 

2018 – Q2 

 

Community Issues: 

1. Politics 

2. Healthy Lifestyles 

3. Agricultural Economy 

4. Transportation 

 

POLITICS:   

The Minnesota Legislative Session continued in St. Paul with lawmakers working on changes to 

Minnesota tax law to be more in line with the newly implemented changes at the federal level.  

In April, KEYC News 12 told viewers about the bill moving through the legislature in St. Paul that 

ultimately did not pass.  KEYC News 12 followed up with a local tax professional in June who 

told viewers about some of the struggles they may face on their taxes in 2019 if lawmakers 

don’t act quickly at the start of the next session.  

Work continued in St. Paul as lawmakers faced a mandated May 21 adjournment deadline.  As 

lawmakers worked toward that deadline, they passed a series of bills, including increased 

funding for the corridors of commerce program with the department of transportation.  That 

bill gave more funding to areas outside the Twin Cities metropolitan area.  The new funding will 

allow for the 4-lane expansion of US Highway 14 from Owatonna to Dodge Center.  Local 

lawmakers KEYC News 12 spoke with in May say they will continue the fight in St. Paul to secure 

funding for the final segment, from Nicollet to New Ulm, that will make US Highway 14 a 4-land 

roadway from New Ulm to Rochester, an important link to the local economy. 

Another bill at the capitol in St. Paul that impacts the local area was the $1.5 billion bonding bill.  Every 

two years, the Minnesota Legislature passes a bonding bill that provides funding for large construction 

projects across the state.  In previous years, the Mankato Civic Center received funding and was able to 

expand.  In May, KEYC News 12 told viewers about the 2018 bonding bill, which will provide funding for 

additional security improvements at the Minnesota Security Hospital and Retreatment Center in St. 



Peter, which received $2.2 million.  The number of patient assaults on staff has continued to increase 

over the past several years.  The improved security will make it a more safe work environment for staff 

members but also a safer environment for patients.  Other funding will go to Minnesota State University 

to the tune of $4.3 million.   Also included is $830,000 for a Highway 169 levee reconstruction in 

Mankato, $1.9 million for the Waldorf wastewater treatment, and $3 million for St. James, Windom and 

Winnebago for wastewater treatment upgrades. 

Another issue that lawmakers heard about from local residents was daycare costs and licensing 

requirements.  One local daycare provider was very vocal at the state this past legislative session.  She 

spoke with KEYC News 12 about the difference in licensing requirements for in-home providers and 

center providers.  KEYC News 12 also spoke with area lawmakers about the proposed changes.  There 

was no final action taken at the state level, but this will continue to be an ongoing issue in St. Paul as the 

2019 session begins. 

On top of issues at the state level, KEYC News 12 provided viewers with updates from Mankato, North 

Mankato and St. Peter.    The Mankato City Council in April opened up bids for development of the 

former public works garage site near downtown.  In May, they approved a bid for affordable housing 

and an early childhood center.  The Mankato council also looked at rezoning some land near Minnesota 

State University In North Mankato, much of the discussion surrounded improvements to the city 

swimming facility.  The city is looking at adding water slides and other amenities, as well as making the 

facility more ADA compliant.  Construction is scheduled to begin in August, with the improvements 

ready for the 2019 season.  In St. Peter, much of the discussion surrounded the passing of a Tobacco 21 

ordinance.  The ordinance would raise the purchasing age for tobacco products in the city from 18 to 21.  

The ordinance failed in late April with a tie vote.  In May, the vote passed after some minor tweaks were 

made to the ordinance.   The new ordinance goes into effect August 1, 2018. 

Campaign season also got underway with many candidates announcing their bids for elected office in 

November.  Former Minnesota Governor Tim Pawlenty made his campaign announcement in May.  

KEYC News 12 caught up with the former governor during a campaign stop at the Mankato airport.  The 

main campaign spotlight shined in early June as both the Democratic and Republican conventions were 

held.  There were no real answers from the conventions, as candidates from both sides are headed to an 

August primary in the race for governor, attorney general and for the first US congressional seat. 

 

HEALTHY LIFESTYLES:   

KEYC News 12 is partnering with other community members for an initiative known as Thrive: 

Eat, Move, Sleep.  Two times per week, viewers learn about nutritional benefits of certain 

foods, better ways to get exercise or avoid injury during exercise, and attaining better sleep by 

making small changes in daily habits.  The segments air on Tuesday’s and Thursday’s during 

KEYC News 12 at 5:00 and 10:00. 



KEYC News 12 also broadcasts developing health stories and studies regularly on its Morning, 

Midday, 5:00pm, 9:00pm, and 10:00pm weekday news programs. 

One community health clinic has expanded its services.  The Open Door Health Center is now 

offering legal advice.  In April, KEYC News 12 told viewers about the newly expanded services.  

In May, ODHC added an additional service by opening a pharmacy, allowing patrons easier 

access to their prescriptions at the reduced cost clinic. 

The cold and flu season was a longer one this year due to a longer winter, that lasted into much 

of April.  And it wasn’t only humans that were impacted.  In late April, there was an outbreak of 

kennel cough and one local animal shelter limited the number of visitors and adoptions to help 

stop the spread of the disease. 

As the weather warmed up in May, residents were finally able to get outside.  As plants and 

trees started to bloom, many started to sneeze as seasonal allergies began.  KEYC News 12 

spoke with a doctor about some easy tips to help reduce the impact of seasonal allergies. 

May also brought around the annual bike to school day.  KEYC News 12 caught up with a doctor 

from the local hospital who was awarding kids for the healthy behavior and also talked about 

the importance of maintaining a healthy lifestyle. 

New technology is helping one local hospital better serve patients.  In May, KEYC News 12 

showed viewers how the Hutchinson hospital is using a robot to receive and deliver lab 

samples.  Hospital officials say using the robot technology makes the lab more efficient, 

benefiting patients. 

The demand for jobs in the healthcare sector continues to increase as the population ages.  In 

June, KEYC News 12 attended a job fair in St. Peter and showed viewers the types of healthcare 

careers that are in demand.  KEYC News 12 also looked at ways older adults can stay in their 

homes longer and remain independent. 

2018 marks 50 years since the two Mankato hospitals, St. Joseph’s and Immanual merged into 

one.  KEYC News 12 showed viewers how the two hospitals started in the city, how they 

changed over time and how they decided to merge.  A second part of the story focused on how 

healthcare in the city has changed since the merger and how the combined hospital has 

benefited from its management by Mayo Clinic and how that is a benefit to patients. 

In order to promote better health, the campus of Gustavus Adolphus College in St. Peter is now 

smoke free.  In June, KEYC News 12 spoke with campus officials about why the change was 

made and how it will be enforced. 



As the summer rains continued, the population of mosquitoes increased.  KEYC News 12 told 

viewers about some of the diseases the insects can carry and ways to help prevent from being 

bit and how to make sure your yard isn’t a welcoming environment for the pests. 

AGRICULTURAL ECONOMY: 

Each weekday morning at 5:00, KEYC News 12 airs “Ag Day,” a program dedicated to the latest 

agriculture news related to farm policy, farm market trends, agriculturally related weather 

topics and events as well as human interest stories throughout farm country. 

On Sunday mornings at 6:00, KEYC News 12 airs “U.S. Farm Report,” a program dedicated to 

showcasing agriculture business experts and reports on the latest news and human interest 

stories that are affecting American farmers. 

Also on Sunday mornings, at 10:30, KEYC News 12 airs “Ag PhD,” a program dedicated to 

offering valuable tips to the farming community and to educate the non-farming community on 

the basics of agriculture.  

Grain and livestock prices are displayed during KEYC News 12 Midday, KEYC News 12 at 5, and 

KEYC News 12 at 6. 

Each Friday on KEYC News 12 Midday and Saturday on KEYC News 12 at 6, local agriculture 

expert Lynn Ketelsen shares the latest in farm technology and issues facing local producers. 

The weather heading into the spring planting season was less than ideal to say the least for 

Minnesota and Iowa farmers.  April continued with snowy conditions and cold temperatures, 

delaying the usual planting season.  KEYC News 12 spoke with agriculture experts about the 

delays and what that could mean for harvest season.  Because of the delays, many farmers 

began to look at using crop insurance. 

As the calendar turned to May, the weather changed for the warmer and farmers were able to 

start planting.  KEYC News 12 provided weekly updates from local farmers as well as agricultural 

experts with the University of Minnesota extension about crop planting and emergence 

progress. 

An educational program held at the Farmamerica Agricultural Education Center showed local 

school children what it takes to be a farmer and where a lot of their food comes from.   

Nationally, a lot of focus was on tariffs being added to US crops.  KEYC News 12 spoke with the 

CEO of the Minnesota Soybean Growers Association about what that would mean to Minnesota 

producers. 



As the calendar flipped to June, the skies opened up and it began to rain and it rained a lot.  

KEYC News 12 caught up with some farmers who have had some of their fields drowned out by 

standing water.  The extra rain was actually good news for area strawberry farms.  KEYC News 

12 spoke with one producer who said this year’s crop is one of the best. 

 

TRANSPORTATION:   

Road construction is often referred to as the fifth season in Minnesota and this year is no 

different in southern Minnesota.  Because of the longer snowy season, several projects were 

delayed as department of transportation crews continued to focus on winter road clean-up and 

then pothole repair. 

In April, KEYC News 12 told viewers about the two year project that will reconstruct the 

intersection of US Highway 14 and Minnesota Highway 15 at New Ulm.  The project will 

improve safety at the intersection which has seen its share of serious accidents over the years.  

The project involved a detour of the two highways and required some safety improvements 

prior to construction beginning.  Once the detour began, a couple of crashes caused further 

safety improvements.   

Safety improvements is a big focus of many of the construction projects this year, to improve 

pavement conditions and to reduce the number of crashes.  Another project that looks to 

improve safety is the creation of a full interchange at US Highways 14 and 169 in Mankato.  In 

April, local governments backed the project which will help spur the department of 

transportation to put the project on its list for funding.   

Another safety project is the building of a roundabout at Minnesota Highway 22 and Blue Earth 

County Road 90.  This is the second phase of the project, started in 2017.  This intersection has 

been the scene of many crashes over the years.  The local DOT office says this roundabout will 

reduce speeds and reduce the severity of any crashes.   

Also looking to reduce the seriousness of crashes, the city of Mankato, Blue Earth County and 

the department of transportation are working on improvements to the intersection of Madison 

Avenue and Haefner Drive in Mankato, located in the city’s growing retail area.  KEYC News 12 

covered the final approvals for the project in June, with construction slated for 2019. 

While funding was approved at the state level to complete the expansion to four lanes on US 

Highway 14 between Owatonna and Dodge Center, local lawmakers shared their dissatisfaction 

with KEYC News 12 about the stretch from Nicollet to New Ulm being left out.   The local 

lawmakers told KEYC News 12 they will continue to fight in St. Paul for the expansion of the 



roadway, which will make the highway four lanes from New Ulm to Rochester.  They say the 

completed roadway will be beneficial to the economy of the southern part of the state, as both 

Mankato and Rochester are continuing to lead the state in economic and job growth. 

The final leg of a major upgrade to a highway in southwestern Minnesota began in June.  

Highway 60 between Mountain Lake and Windom is the final stretch to be upgraded to four 

lanes.  This project has been going on for decades and is the final leg in order to create a four 

lane highway between St. Paul, MN and Omaha, NE. In June, KEYC News 12 spoke with city 

officials and residents in Mountain Lake about what it means for the project to finally be 

nearing completion. 

Planning is also underway on another future project.  In June, KEYC News 12 attended a series 

of open houses to gather public input on proposed upgrades to Highway 22 between Mankato 

and St. Peter.  This highway is continuing to see increased traffic as the population grows.  The 

proposals include expanding the roadway to four lanes and the possibility of including a trial.  

Not final timetable has been determined at this point. 

As the month of June wore on, rain continued to cause the closure of highways and trails 

around southern Minnesota.  KEYC News 12 told viewers about the road closures and provided 

information on alternative routes.   

 

 

 


