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1. Public Safety/Law Enforcement: 
Crime.  Police staffing and training.  Private security firms.  Initiatives against crime.  
Courts.  Prison facilities.   

 
2. Education: 

Public schools and school reform.  Private education.  Colleges and University 
enrollment and development.   Technology in the classroom.   Job training.  Continuing 
education for adults.  School safety. 

 
3. Environment/Energy: 

Land Use.  Pollution.  Preserving open space and recreational areas.   Status of the 
Great Lakes.  Alternative Energy sources.  Energy efficiency.  Sustainability. 

 
4. Health and Medicine: 

Personal health and fitness.  Child health.  Medical facilities.   Insurance, affordability 
and access issues.  Costs of prescription drugs.   Development and adoption of new life-
saving techniques.  Victim support.  Alcohol and substance abuse. 

 
5. Leadership/Politics/Elections: 

Political leadership.  Corporate leadership.  Corporate citizenship.  Energizing voters.  
Public participation in the electoral process.   Local government.   Effective government.   
Developing future leaders. 

 
6. Homeland Security: 

Emergency preparedness.  Security measures.  Protection against terrorist attack. 
Border security.  Foreign nationals.  Immigration.  Government funding. 

 
7. Labor/Workforce: 

Union negotiations.  Corporate and labor relations.   Worker training.  Layoffs.  Worker 
preparation.   Jobs and job creation.   Worker benefits.   Retirees. 

 
8. Race Relations: 

Racism.  Civil Rights.  Discrimination.  Equal access.  Racial profiling.  Neighborhood 
segregation.   

 
9. Regional Revitalization:   

Taxes, infrastructure, support for business start-ups and company attraction.   Sports 
facilities.   Affordable housing.  Commercial development.   Attracting people downtown.  
Economic climate.   

 
10. Transportation/Logistics:  

Road construction.  Traffic.  Airport development.  Light rail.  Mass transit.  New 
technologies for cars. 
 

 
 
 
 



PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS 
WWJ NEWSRADIO 950 

PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS COMMUNITY ISSUES 
 

Made in Michigan 
Airs Wednesdays at 9:52am, 2:52 pm, 8:52pm and Saturday at 4:52am, 9:52am, and 4:53pm. 
One minute in length.  Marie Osborne profiles companies who make products people can buy 
while trying to emphasize the jobs and business success each company has. (See topics 
attached) 
 
Difference Maker in the Community 
Airing the last Monday of each month, WWJ profiles someone in the community who has made 
a difference to benefit others.  These people have inspired positive change and made an impact 
in the community.  Feature airs at 6:40am, 8:40am, 10:40am, 12:40pm and 3:40pm. (See topics 
attached) 
 
What’s Hot around Town? 
Airs Thursday and Friday 10:23am, 2:23pm, 4:53pm, 7:53pm, 10:43pm, Saturday at 
8:23am,10:23am,12:23pm, 3:23pm,  Each report runs one minute.   Roberta Jasina highlights a 
fun or unique event taking place in Southeast Michigan, with a special focus on Arts and 
Cultural Organizations.  
 
Making the Grade  
Airs Tuesdays and Thursdays at 9:53am, 2:53pm, 8:53pm and Sunday at 9:52am, 1:52pm, 
4:52pm, 10:21pm. Each report runs one minute.  Greg Bowman highlights innovations, 
achievements and interesting stories from the classroom, featuring students, teachers and 
administrators. (See topics attached)  
 
Automotive Insight 
Airs Monday-Friday at 5:53am, 6:53am, 7:53am, and 11:53am.  One minute in length.  John 
McElroy provides two unique insights daily into the business of making cars, and designing the 
cars of the future. 
 
Car Chronicles 
Airs Monday-Friday 12:53pm, 3:53pm, 5:53pm, and 6:53 pm.  One minute in length.  Jeff Gilbert 
highlights people and lesser-known stories from the automotive business, as well as critiquing 
new products as they come out from the manufacturers.  
 
The Feldman Report 
Airs Monday-Friday 8:53am, 10:53am, 3:23pm, 6:23pm, and 9:53pm.  One minute in length.  
Murray Feldman provides insights for small business, discusses the general business climate, 
and highlights business leaders. He also provides advice for consumers. 
 
Staying in Touch 
Airs Saturday at 6:23am, 9:43am, 11:23am, 12:53pm, and 9:53pm.  One minute in length.  Ron 
Dewey highlights special events going on in the Southeast Michigan region.  (See topics 
attached) 
 
Caregivers Resource Guide 
Airs Mondays and Fridays at 9:52am, 2:52pm and 8:51pm.  One minute in length.  Pat Sweeting 
reports on issues about preparing or answering the need of a parent facing a health concern, 
undergoing changes in their economic situation, or who are dealing with a prolonged illness or 
death.   
 



News Stories Addressing Community Issues 
 
 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY/LAW ENFORCEMENT ISSUES 
 
1/6/13 
5:34am 
Ron Dewey 
Police in Detroit Rise in Rankings 
At a time the city's murder rate has reached a 19-year high, Detroit Police have not been 
replenishing their ranks at an appreciable rate. Reports have their numbers down to about 2-
THOUSAND officers, from as many as 3-THOUSAND about 13 years ago. 
 
1/12/13 
2:05pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Active Shooter Training For Local Teachers 
In the wake of the Sandy Hook Elementary Massacre teachers and staff at Oakland County 
schools are signing up for Active shooter training.  The training will be provided by the Oakland 
County Homeland Security Division.  Division Manager Theodore Quizenberry says teachers 
will be trained on how to survive such a situation without a weapon. 
 
1/17/2013 
12:04am 
Bob Mundie 
Governor Addresses Road and Bridge Repairs 
During his State of the State address, Governor Snyder proposed raising billions of dollars to 
patch up Michigan's roads and bridges by shifting the gas tax from the retail to the wholesale 
level... and boosting vehicle registration fees. Snyder also called for several new initiatives 
dealing with education, the environment and the economy.  He also proposed moving more 
state social workers into troubled elementary schools, increasing the state's rainy day fund, and 
creating an agency to prevent insurance fraud. 
 
1/22/13 
11:33am 
Ron Dewey 
Push for Stronger Background Checks 
A pair of Oakland County Commissioners would like to find a solution to what they call "an 
epidemic."  Former Police Chief Bill Dwyer wants stronger background check laws, a closer look 
at mental health and the role of video games in gun violence...Dwyer joined by Commissioner 
Marcia Gershenson to form a study group that would seek the input of law enforcement, 
community leaders and mental health professionals toward a solution. The commissioners will 
present their resolution to the full board tomorrow night... 
 



1/24/13 
5:06pm 
Kathryn Larson 
Belle Isle Battle 
There was no vote this afternoon... but the future of belle isle went under the microscope ...at 
Detroit city council. Under the new lease proposal for the state run 10-year takeover of Belle 
Isle...you would see a 30 percent increase in community policing on the island. 
 
2/9/13 
5:41am 
Brian Larsen 
No Tax Hikes Needed to Repair Roads 
Governor Snyder continues to push for his plan to fix the state's roads -- and he thinks he'll get 
enough support to approve it. Under Snyder's plan the typical family would pay $120 per vehicle 
more each year in gas taxes and vehicle fees.   
 
2/28/13 
11:22am 
Scott Ryan 
House Fire in Royal Oak 
Federal authorities are now part of the investigation into the explosion at a Royal Oak home that 
killed a 58-year old man yesterday.  Consumers Energy spokeswoman Debra Dodd, speaking 
live on WWJ, says the N-T-S-B will be on scene because they oversee pipeline safety.  Crews 
will examine the gas meter at the home on Cooper, near 14 Mile and Woodward, along with any 
gas appliances.  But, she says crews are ready to help other homeowners if needed. 
 
3/13/13 
10:51pm 
Brian Larsen 
Michigan to Tackle Human Trafficking 
Michigan's attorney general is leading a new commission aimed at dealing with human 
trafficking in the state. Attorney General Bill Schuette announced the creation of Michigan 
Commission on Human Trafficking. The group will include lawmakers, activists and law 
enforcement. The commission is expected to begin meeting this month. 
 
3/22/13 
11:04am 
Charlie Langton 
University of Michigan physician sentenced in connection with child pornography 
A former resident physician at University of Michigan Hospital has been sentenced to three 
years in prison in connection with child pornography.  The case of Stephen Jenson showed that 
U of M waited six-months to report the matter to police.  Suspected child pornography was 
found on a computer flash drive in a U of M Hospital lounge in May 2011.  The school later 
made changes to improve safety. 
 



3/24/13 
11:05 
Beth Fisher 
State Law Set to Make Teen Drivers Lose Cell Phones 
No cell phones for Michigan teen drivers, who are learning to drive under the State's graduated 
licensing program under a new state law.  Kelsey's Law goes into effect this Thursday.  It's 
named after 17-year-old Kelsey Raffaele, of Sault Ste. Marie, killed while driving and using her 
cell phone in 2010.  Her mother, Bonnie, worked for this law. 
 
 
3/25/13 
11:32am 
Vickie Thomas 
Detroit Aiming to Improve Public Safety 
Private business and the City of Detroit are teaming up in a big way to improve public safety. 
WWJ's citybeat reporter Vickie Thomas reports the 8-million dollars will be used to purchase 
100 police cars and 23 ambulances.   
 
3/28/13 
12:34pm 
Chrystal Knight 
Skull Turned into Police Leads to Search 
The Brownstown Police Department is conducting a search over 80-acres, looking for human 
remains. The ongoing search was prompted by a man who brought a human skull to the 
department back in February. He told police he found the skull in a wooded area, while trying to 
find deer antlers.  Police turned the skull into the Wayne County Medical Examiner and are 
waiting for their report.  
 
 
EDUCATION ISSUES 
 
1/1/13 
5:06am 
Tim Skubick 
School Issues Among Most Important in 2013 
Roads, schools and the future of some state lawmakers.  Those will be among the hot topics at 
the state capital during the year 2013. 
 
1/2/13 
6:12am 
Rob Sanford 
A College Offer You Can’t Turn Down 
Alma College is making an offer they hope you can't refuse. The private school has decided to 
help students with their college debt.  They call it the "Alma Commitment" and it involves a 
$2,500 stipend for an internship, or a summer research project. But that's not all....the school 
will also pay for a 5th year of school if a student doesn't graduate within 4 years...if they meet 
the requirements. 
 



1/5/13 
7:42pm 
Rob Sanford 
Recess Proposal for Schools 
A report out this week suggests that recess should be a requirement at schools. The American 
Academy of Pediatrics says free, unstructured play a necessary break during the school day, 
and not just for the exercise it provides. Dr Susan Joy says it can have an effect on a person's 
later life 
 
1/10/13 
11:11am 
Scott Ryan 
Detroit Police Focus on Social Media 
Text messaging is at the head of the class today for the Detroit Public School district.  D-P-S is 
launching a new communication service for parents, delivering text messages about important 
school information.  Parents will have to 'opt-in' for the service 
 
1/10/13 
2:32pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Red Wings Go Back To School 
Former Detroit Red Wing Stanley Cup champ Kris Draper suited up as a goalie today for a one-
on-one against his former line mate Kirk Maltby.  It was all part of an assembly at Heritage 
Elementary School in Saline to teach the kids hockey and about the benefits of healthy living. 
 
1/29/13 
9:34am 
Scott Ryan 
Police Taking Steps to Enhance Security in Schools 
Sterling Heights police say they're starting to randomly visit some elementary and junior high 
schools to enhance security. Officers are launching twice-a-day visits today to three junior high 
schools and 11 elementary schools in the Utica School District.  The actions come after a 
deadly shooting spree at a school in Connecticut that left 20 children dead. 
 
2/6/13 
5:11am 
Scott Ryan 
Students to Merge after School Closings 
The Southgate Board of Education has voted to close down three buildings at the end of the 
school year due to budget concerns.  Last night's four-to-three vote means Gerisch Middle 
School, along with North Pointe Elementary and Chormann Elementary will close in June.  The 
decision means students in grade six will move to the only remaining middle school, while ninth 
graders will be shifted to the high school. The district is trying to erase a three-point-two million 
dollar deficit. 
 



2/12/13 
1:35am 
Paul Snider 
Native American Mascot Outrage 
One Michigan lawmaker is telling a state agency to back off its quest to have schools end the 
use of Native American mascots and imagery.  The lawmaker is west Michigan Republican 
Representative Lisa Posthumus Lyons, and she's taking the state's Department of Civil Rights 
to task.  
 
2/23/13 
12:41pm 
Chrystal Knight 
Organization Aims to Promote Black Youth in Athletics 
One local organization is challenging Black youth to get involved in sports they don't usually 
participate in -- such as ice hockey and lacrosse.  This weekend --"Sports Dream," a non-profit 
organization is hosting their inaugural “Black Ice Invitational,” hockey tournament between 
minority hockey teams from Michigan, Ohio and D.C. -- which will honor Black pioneers in ice-
hockey.  
 
3/22/2013 
11:07am 
Chrstal Knight 
Students in Southgate have Counseling after Tragedy 
Staff is back at Davidson Middle school and counseling is available for students -- in the 
aftermath of a tragedy. WWJ's Chrystal Knight spoke with the school superintendent about how 
they're coping with the suicide of an 8th grader at the school. 
 
3/22/2013 
11:07am 
Tom Jordan 
Separation of church and state in schools 
It's happening throughout schools operating under the Arch Diocese of Detroit, including Sacred 
Heart High School in Dearborn, which have removed some religious symbols from their 
classrooms.  Joe Kohn with the archdiocese says it has to do with what are known as shared 
time teachers.  Kohn says not all religious symbols are taken down, just ones that are easily 
removed when the shared-time teachers are on campus. 
 
3/22/13 
1:41pm 
Brian Larsen 
Kalamazoo Teacher Honored with Grant 
The Kennedy Center in Washington is honoring seven teachers across the country with 10-
thousand dollar grants for inspiring and influencing their students. The grants announced today 
are given each year on the birthday of Broadway composer Stephen Sondheim. This year's 
honorees include: Mike Sinclair of Kalamazoo. 
 



3/24/13 
3:51am 
Violet Ikonomova 
Students from Troy Recognized by C-SPAN 
A pair of Troy High School students is being recognized by C-SPAN... for submitting one of the 
best videos to the channel's StudentCam documentary competition. WWJ's Violet Ikonomova 
reports the teens' video beat out almost 2,000 others. 
 
3/25/13 
4:30pm 
Jackie Paige 
Affirmative Action Headed to Supreme Court 
The US Supreme Court has decided it will hear arguments in the case of the State of Michigan's 
ban on Affirmative Action.  Voters approved the ban on affirmative action in 2006, but 
opponents to the ban filed suit saying that it's unconstitutional.  The ban was overturned by the 
federal appeals court in 2011.  Michigan Attorney General Bill Schuette says he is welcoming 
the chance to defend the ban.  Schuette says entrance to college MUST be based on merit.  
The Court will hear the case in the fall.  
 
 
ENVIRONMENT/ENERGY 
 
1/1/13 
6:10am 
Paul Snider 
DTE Energy Restarts Nuclear Plant 
DTE Energy has restarted its Fermi Two nuclear reactor near Monroe after an eight-week 
shutdown for repairs to a water pump.  The plant began running at reduced capacity in July and 
has been off-line since Nov. 7. That's when operators detected that water in part of the cooling 
system for the generator contained higher than acceptable amounts of hydrogen. 
 
1/12/13 
6:07am 
Mike Campbell 
Windmills put up in Southfield 
Thousands of drivers are seeing these each day.  Windmills have been constructed behind the 
Serra auto dealership on Telegraph near Northwestern Highway in Southfield.  It’s part of 
Serra’s “green” dealership.  There’s no estimate on how much savings the turbines will 
generate.  
 
1/14/13 
5:52am 
Matt Roush 
This idea's anything but corny. 
The federal Energy Department has awarded Lansing-based MBI International up to two point 
five million dollars to develop new technologies to convert "corn stover" into biofuels.  Corn 
stover is the leaves and stalks of corn left in a field after harvest. MBI is a nonprofit biotech 
research house established by Michigan State University. 
 



1/24/13 
3:07pm 
Newsroom 
Group Criticizes DTE Energy for Coal Plants 
According to a report from Clean Water Action – there has been a 12-percent increase of 
surface water pollution in the Great Lakes Basin -- and most of the toxins in St Clair County 
come from DTE Energy's St. Clair power plant and Belle River plants near East China 
Township. Wayne and Monroe counties, where DTE also operates power plants, were cited in 
the report as well. But a DTE spokesperson tells WWJ that Clean Water Action is an 
environmental group with an anti-coal agenda -- and all of their plants operate in full compliance 
with state and federal regulations. 
 
2/5/13 
Various 
Newsroom 
Hearing Planned on Nuclear Plants Effect on Snake 
U.S. nuclear regulators say they'll hold a hearing on whether a proposed addition to DTE 
Energy's Fermi 3 nuclear plant in Frenchtown Township would harm the habitat of the Eastern 
Fox Snake.  The snake lives along the Lake Erie shoreline. Environmental and anti-nuclear 
groups say an environmental impact statement for the new plant lacks specifics on how DTE will 
protect the snake. DTE spokesman Guy Cerullo says Michigan environmental regulators have 
approved the company's plans for protecting the snake. 
 
2/13/13 
5:13am 
Paul Snider 
Lawmakers Consider Money for Dredging 
Republicans in the Michigan Senate want to spend 30-million dollars to shore up Great Lakes 
harbors and bays in the wake of historically low water levels.  Governor Snyder has asked the 
legislature for 21-million dollars for dredging. 
 
3/5/13 
5:22am 
Matt Roush 
CMU Looks to Save Energy 
A new project at Central Michigan University to save energy involves students who are 
constructing an electrical panel that will harvest the vibration energy of students and other 
passersby walking on it.   
 
3/21/13 
10:40am 
Matt Roush 
Local Company to Build Hybrid Trucks 
Auburn Hills-based Alt-E Powertrain Technologies says it’s planning to build gas-sipping hybrid 
trucks in China.  The plug-in hybrid powertrain can be dropped into light commercial vehicles in 
place of a standard V-8 gasoline engine.  The powertrain improves fuel economy 80 to 200 
percent. 
 



3/22/13 
2:23pm 
Newsroom 
U.S. EPA saves 200 employees with extension 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is allowing the nation's last operating coal-fired 
steamship another two more years to dump coal ash into Lake Michigan.  EPA previously 
ordered Lake Michigan Carferry to stop dumping coal ash d by last December. But the agency 
said today the two sides had reached a proposed agreement extending the deadline to the end 
of the 2014 sailing season. 
 
3/24/13 
6:33am 
Newsroom 
Lawmakers Approve Funding for Dredging 
The Michigan legislature has given final approval to a bill that spends 21 million dollars for 
emergency dredging in areas where low water levels are hampering ships and recreation 
watercraft.  At least 49 bays and harbors are targeted.  
 
3/25/13 
5:22am 
Matt Roush 
New Patent for New System for Greenhouses 
Nano Labs says it’s now got a provisional patent for the company’s “intelligent illumination 
system” for greenhouses.  The system works with commercial light-emitting diodes to reduce 
energy consumption and improve processes contributing to the growth of plant life.  
 
3/25/13 
11:07am 
Ron Dewey 
Natural Gas Prices Drop 
Energy prices are going down, specifically the price of natural gas.  Consumers Energy Vice 
President Tim Sparks says the lower cost of producing natural gas is expected to lower prices 
by 15-percent come April. 
 
3/29/13 
7:34am 
Jeff Gilbert  
New Proposal for Auto Emissions 
The Obama administration today unveils a proposal to clean up gasoline and automobile 
emissions.  It's intended to make the air cleaner, though it will also cause a slight rise in prices 
at the pump. 
 
 



HEALTH/MEDICINE 
 
1/2/13 
2:05pm 
Jayne Bower 
Flu Outbreak to Start the New Year 
2013 is beginning with an alarming number of FLU cases in Michigan.  Angela Minucuci from 
the Michigan Health Department says there are 252 confirmed cases of the flu... In addition, 
Minucuci says there has been a flu death reported... a 6 year old from Southwest Michigan. The 
department recommends a flu shot for everyone over the age of 6 months. 
 
1/9/13 
3:06pm 
Zahra Huber 
Flu Hits Early 
The flu is going around and Angela Minicuci from the Michigan Department of Community 
Health says this year the virus is hitting early with 285 confirmed cases and four deaths 
involving children.  
 
1/9/13 
5:06pm 
Pat Sweeting 
Hospitals Dealing With Flu Cases 
Hospitals all over the country are reporting an early rise in flu cases.  Dr. James Ziadeh at 
Beaumont Hospital reports that in the past few weeks, they’ve treated dozens of flu cases.  
Symptoms include congestion, coughing, fatigue and fever. 
 
1/10/13 
2:32pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Red Wings Go Back To School 
Former Detroit Red Wing Stanley Cup champ Kris Draper suited up as a goalie today for a one-
on-one against his former line mate Kirk Maltby.  It was all part of an assembly at Heritage 
Elementary School in Saline to teach the kids hockey and about the benefits of healthy living. 
 
1/11/13 
11:06am 
Jayne Bower 
Doctors Push Flu Shots 
Flu specialists from the Detroit Medical Center were answering questions from WWJ listeners 
this day and Dr. Bruce Terrio says the most common question was about the flu shot.  He says 
the benefits of a shot far outweigh the risk. 
 
1/12/13 
1:06pm 
Violet Ikonomova 
Flu Vaccine Hard to Find 
Some metro Detroiters are having difficulty finding the flu vaccine at some CVS and Rite Aid 
stores.  But the influenza vaccine is in healthy supply at Oakland County Health Division offices.  
There is even a special program for children.  
 



2/2/13 
6:21am 
Rob Sanford 
New Technology to Fight Lung Cancer 
New technology developed in Sweden could help save more lives in the treatment of lung 
cancer.  The Swedes have added a low dose CT scan to help patients.  The low dose means 
less radiation than normal is used to check for cancer.  
 
2/13/13 
1:12pm 
Sandra McNeill 
New Study Shows Promise for Those Trying to Lose Weight 
A new study from the University of Michigan is holding promise for those who are struggling to 
lose weight.  Researcher Alan Saltiel says an old drug used to treat asthma and canker sores 
has shown to help mice put on a high fat diet burn off the extra calories. 
 
2/13/13 
5:12am 
Rob Sanford 
Pregnant Woman Didn’t Know She was Pregnant 
A Jackson area woman goes to the hospital, thinking a hernia was the source of her abdominal 
pain.  Turns out she was pregnant and had a baby.  Doctors didn’t give her much hope to be 
able to have children because of diabetes. 
 
2/14/13 
6:42am 
Matt Roush 
Wayne State to Help With Problem Pregnancies 
Wayne State is in line for a big grant to help women with problem pregnancies.  Wayne State 
will spend another ten years conducting federally funded research into problem pregnancies 
under a 166 million dollar contract renewal.  So far, the program has assisted more than 20-
thousand at-risk mothers.  
 
2/17/13 
7:12am 
Rob Sanford 
Report Points to New Way to Fight Breast Cancer 
A report out this week says it’s time to change the way science attacks breast cancer.  A federal 
committee recommends the creation of a national breast cancer strategy that focuses on 
prevention.  The chairwoman says most federal research is geared toward research and a cure.  
 
2/18/13 
3:05pm 
Rob Mason 
Another Death Linked to Meningitis Outbreak 
Another Michigan resident has died of complications from the nationwide meningitis outbreak.  
There have been a handful of residents in Michigan who have died.   
 



3/1/13 
5:22am 
Matt Roush 
New Grant for Cancer Research 
Cancer research at Wayne State and other Michigan universities will get a big boost thanks to a 
new grant.  The Michigan Corporate Relations Network announced the award of 38-thousand 
dollars in matching funds to Kalamazoo-based RealBio Technologies.   
 
3/1/13 
2:07pm 
Violet Ikonomova 
New Laws Target Tanning Salons 
Should minors be allowed to tan?  At least one state lawmaker says no and has introduced 
legislation that would make it a misdemeanor for salons to serve people under 18.  Only 
Vermont and California do not allow tanning salons to serve minors.  
 
3/19/13 
10:11am 
Laura Bonnell 
Guts and Butts Event Focuses on Colorectal Cancer 
March is Colorectal Cancer awareness month. Tonight, the American Cancer Society is hosting 
an event to help educate the public.  Organizers are calling it “Guts and Butts” to get everyone’s 
attention.  The event is free. 
 
3/20/13 
6:34am 
Tim Skubick 
Michigan Considers Health Exchange 
Still no clear cut answer as to whether or not Michigan lawmakers will act in time to create a 
health care system required under federal law.  Governor Snyder says time is running out for 
the state to get in on a marketplace health care plan mandated by the federal health care law.  
 
3/20/13 
2:12pm 
Pat Sweeting 
New Research about Breast Cancer 
New research out this week that looks at profiling women at risk for hormone-sensitive and 
hormone-insensitive breast cancer.  A local breast cancer expert discussed the research with 
WWJ’s Pat Sweeting. 
 
3/21/13 
8:42am 
Matt Roush 
Medical Studies to Focus on Heart Failure, Colon Cancer 
Two major medical studies are getting underway in southeast Michigan focusing on heart failure 
and colon cancer.  St. Joseph Mercy Ann Arbor announced participation in Parachute 4, a trial 
of the minimally invasive device for treatment of heart failure.  Researchers at Beaumont 
Hospital are looking for volunteers for a colon cancer prevention study.  
 



3/24/13 
4:33pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Alzheimer’s can lead to Death 
It causes memory problems and confusion.  And a new report out today concludes Alzheimer’s 
disease can also lead to an early death.  
 
3/25/13 
3:07pm 
Zahra Huber 
Poll Shows Parents Don’t Heed Doctors Advice 
A new poll by the University of Michigan shows that some parents do not heed doctors’ advice 
when it comes to their young children.  According to the poll, 13-percent of parents only 
occasionally follow pediatrician’s advice on things such as nutrition and sleeping habits.  
 
 
LEADERSHIP/POLITICS/ELECTIONS 
 
1/1/13 
5:06am 
Tim Skubick 
School Issues Among Most Important in 2013 
Roads, schools and the future of some state lawmakers.  Those will be among the hot topics at 
the state capital during the year 2013. 
 
1/2/13 
4:10pm 
Rob Mason 
Mayor Begins Anti-Right to Work Campaign 
The mayor of Warren is taking the campaign against Michigan's new right-to-work law on the 
road, giving out bumper stickers criticizing the anti-union legislation. Mayor Jim Fouts says no 
tax money paid for the stickers that say "Right-to-work means lower wages & benefits." The 
Republican-controlled Legislature passed right-to-work legislation during its post-election lame 
duck session 
 
1/4/13 
3:12pm 
Newsroom 
State of State Set 
Governor Rick Snyder plans to deliver his third State of the State address on January 16th at 
the state Capitol. It'll start at 7 p.m. before a joint session of the Legislature. State lawmakers, 
Supreme Court justices, department heads and community leaders are expected to attend. 
 
1/14/13 
5:05am 
Tim Skubick 
Governor to Focus on Roads during Speech 
Governor Rick Snyder says he will lay out his plans for fixing Michigan roads during his State of 
the State on Wednesday -- but he's not giving out any details ahead of that. The plan would 
raise money to repair roads.  
 



1/16/13 
2:04pm 
Tim Skubick 
Protests Expected As Governor Pushes for Road Improvements 
Hundreds of protestors are expected outside the state capitol in Lansing tonight as Governor 
Rick Snyder delivers his State of the State address.  W-W-J Lansing Bureau Chief Tim Skubick 
says the governor is expected to call for one-point-four billion dollars to fix roads in the state. 
 
1/17/13 
5:04am 
Tim Skubick 
Governor Snyder Delivers State of the State 
During his State of the State address, Governor Snyder proposed raising billions of dollars to 
patch up Michigan's roads and bridges by shifting the gas tax from the retail to the wholesale 
level.... and boosting vehicle registration fees. Snyder also called for several new initiatives 
dealing with education, the environment and the economy. 
 
1/29/13 
9:31am 
Charlie Langton 
Supreme Court could have a say in Right to Work 
The Governor says he wants to avoid the multiple court challenges that are likely to occur by 
asking the Supreme Court now to provide an "advisory opinion" on whether the Right to Work 
law is constitutional.  Opponents say lower courts should weigh in and possibly issue an 
Injunction which could stop the law from taking effect in about two months.  
 
2/1/13 
7:22am 
Roberta Jasina 
Council President Stepping Down 
Detroit City President Charles Pugh says he is done with politics.  He will finish out his term, but 
not run for Mayor, or any other political office, because he wants to return to television news. 
Pugh talking live earlier on WWJ addressed the Belle Isle issue. Council voted against taking up 
the proposed lease deal with the state -- prompting Governor Snyder to pull it from the table 
altogether.   
 
2/5/13 
1:33pm 
Tim Skubick 
Michigan Pushes for Medicaid Expansion 
Pressure is building as Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder nears an announcement on whether to 
expand health insurance coverage to 470,000 low-income residents.  States are allowed but not 
required to expand Medicaid eligibility after a Supreme Court ruling that upheld the federal 
health care law. The Republican governor is expected to make an announcement while 
proposing his state budget Thursday. 
 



2/12/13 
4:12pm 
Newsroom 
Lawmakers Wants Minimum Wage Hike 
Michigan's minimum wage would gradually increase to 10 dollars-an-hour under legislation 
introduced in Lansing today.  The bill's sponsor is Senator Burt Johnson... a democrat from 
Detroit who says he's hoping for bi-partisan support. 
 
3/1/13 
2:07pm 
Violet Ikonomova 
New Laws Target Tanning Salons 
Should minors be allowed to tan?  At least one state lawmaker says no and has introduced 
legislation that would make it a misdemeanor for salons to serve people under 18.  Only 
Vermont and California do not allow tanning salons to serve minors.  
 
3/20/13 
6:34am 
Tim Skubick 
Michigan Considers Health Exchange 
Still no clear cut answer as to whether or not Michigan lawmakers will act in time to create a 
health care system required under federal law.  Governor Snyder says time is running out for 
the state to get in on a marketplace health care plan mandated by the federal health care law.  
 
3/22/2013 
12:32pm 
Tim Skubick 
Former Governor Granholm won’t run for Senate seat 
You can cross another name off the list of possible candidates to fill the U-S Senate seat of out-
going Senator Carl Levin in 2014. Former Governor Jennifer Granholm will NOT run for that job. 
 
3/24/13 
11:52am 
Zahra Huber 
Donald Trump Set to Visit Michigan in May 
Business magnate Donald Trump will be in town this May. The billionaire from New York will be 
the keynote speaker at the Oakland County Republican Party's annual Lincoln Day Dinner. It 
will be held on May 21 at Suburban Collection Showplace in Novi. Last year's speaker was 
Republican presidential candidate Rick Santorum 
 
3/25/13 
7:50am 
Vickie Thomas 
Detroit Emergency Final Manager Salary Revealed 
Today will be Kevyn Orr's first day on the job as Detroit's emergency financial manager.  Orr will 
make $275,000.  He believes its fair compensation, and says he's ready to roll. 
 



3/27/13 
11:34am 
Charlie Langton 
Ex-Mayor to Stay in Prison 
Kwame Kilpatrick has lost his bid to leave prison because of an injured knee.  The ex-Detroit 
mayor, who was hoping to visit his family in Texas, claimed he needed to leave the federal 
prison in Milan because he wasn't getting proper care behind bars.  U-S District Judge Nancy 
Edmunds cited Kilpatrick's lengthy criminal record and past problems following parole 
conditions.  Kilpatrick's lawyer argued that his client is broke--and not a flight risk. 
 
3/28/13 
7:34am 
Ron Dewey 
City Councils from Michigan to Challenge EFM 
Michigan's new emergency manager law goes into effect today. WWJ's Ron Dewey says 
members of Flint, Ecorse and Benton Harbor City Councils -- along with the Detroit School 
board ...  are now challenging the law in federal court. 
 
3/29/13 
5:07am 
Scott Ryan 
EFM brings protests for Governor 
"It's going down with a fight in Detroit." That warning from the Reverend Charles Williams, 
President, of the National Action Network, following a two-hour protest at Detroit city hall 
Thursday.  One hundred people took part in the march from Detroit's federal courthouse to the 
Coleman A-Young building to protest the state's new emergency manager law.  They feel the 
law is an attack on voting rights.  Governor Snyder thinks the new law will withstand any legal 
challenges. 
 
 
HOMELAND SECURITY ISSUES 
 
1/11/13 
9:06am 
Newsroom 
Drug Suspect Turned Over To Homeland Security 
About 400-thousand dollars worth of heroin has been seized at Detroit Metro.  U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection officers discovered the 1-point-8 kilograms of heroin on Tuesday in the 
luggage of a Ghanaian citizen arriving from Amsterdam. The suspect was turned over to 
Homeland Security agents. 
 
1/12/13 
2:05pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Active Shooter Training For Local Teachers 
In the wake of the Sandy Hook Elementary Massacre teachers and staff at Oakland County 
schools are signing up for Active shooter training.  The training will be provided by the Oakland 
County Homeland Security Division.  Division Manager Theodore Quizenberry says teachers 
will be trained on how to survive such a situation without a weapon. 
 



1/13/13 
7:32am 
Newsroom 
Homeland Security Investigates Java Software 
The Department of Homeland Security is advising people to temporarily disable the Java 
software on their computers to avoid potential hacking attacks. Computer security experts 
believe hackers have found a flaw in Java's coding that creates an opening for criminal activity 
and other high-tech mischief. 
 
1/16/13 
3:06am 
Newsroom 
Homeland Security Agents Investigate Child Porn  
A 25-year-old man from Macomb has been arrested on child porn charges.  Department of 
Homeland Security agents executed a search warrant on the suspect’s residence for child 
pornography.  Officials say the search revealed numerous images of child pornography. The 
investigation resulted from a 2012 incident in which the suspect being arrested by Canadian 
customs after attempting to enter the country with child pornography. 
 
1/24/13 
4:30pm 
Sandra McNeill 
More Training For Teachers 
Oakland County Sheriff's officials and Homeland Security are holding a series of seminars in 
Pontiac.  As WWJ's Sandra McNeill tells us, they're designed to help teachers in the event of a 
mass school shooting -- like the one in Connecticut last month. 
 
2/7/13 
Various 
Newsroom 
CIA Boss Talks Drone Strikes 
The nominee to head the CIA is telling senators that drone strikes are only used as a deterrent 
against imminent terrorist threats -- and not as punishment for previous attacks. John Brennan's 
testimony to the Senate Intelligence Committee comes after the White House provided 
lawmakers with a classified memo outlining the legal rationale for strikes against Americans 
overseas. 
 
2/12/13 
Various 
Newsroom 
Number of Drones May Drop 
The Pentagon for the first time is considering scaling back the massive buildup of drones it has 
overseen in the past few years, both to save money and to adapt to changing security threats.  
Air Force leaders are saying the military may already have enough unmanned aircraft systems 
to wage the wars of the future. 
 



2/24/13 
12:32pm 
Newsroom 
Vote on New Defense Secretary Expected 
A vote is expected Tuesday on the nomination of former Senator Chuck Hagel to be Defense 
Secretary.  Meanwhile, Republican Senator Tom Coburn of Oklahoma, a member of the 
Homeland Security Committee, is one of 15 senators who sent a letter to the President, asking 
him to pull Hagel's nomination. On Fox News Sunday, Coburn says the lack of strong support 
for Hagel is dangerous for the country. 
 
3/1/13 
Various 
Newsroom 
Homeland Security Department Turns 10 Years Old 
Stick ten candles on a color-coded cake because the Department of Homeland Security is now 
ten years old.  Former President George W-Bush brought the 22-agency extension of the 
federal government to life on March 1st, 2003 as a means of neutralizing post-911 threats.  But 
Retired Air Force Colonel Randall Larsen struggles to put the department and the term 
"success" in the same sentence. 
 
3/6/13 
4:07pm 
Chrystal Knight 
New Homeland Security Course at Law School 
A Michigan Law School will soon offer a master's degree in homeland security and national 
security law.  Thomas M. Cooley, a private nonprofit law school in Lansing, announced the new 
degree program today. Classes will start in September -- with an option to take classes on 
campus or online.  The new curriculum was developed by Michael McDaniel, who teaches 
constitutional law and homeland security courses at Cooley. 
 
3/7/13 
6:32am 
Charlie Langton 
TSA To Allow Knives At Airports 
TSA, the airport security police, said they would begin allowing passengers to bring small knives 
on planes starting April 25th.  But Michigan law prevents all knives.  So can passengers bring 
their Swiss army knives on planes in Michigan? Yes, as long as its not too long.  
 
3/7/13 
3:33pm 
Newsroom 
US At Risk From North Korea? 
Should we be worried about a nuclear strike from North Korea? Oakland County Political 
Science professor Peter Trumbore says no, because North Korea has a history of a having a 
very aggressive negotiating style.  Trumbore says a nuclear strike by North Korea would be 
suicide for them -- because they would be sacrificing themselves along with the rest of their 
country. 
 



3/19/13 
5:22am 
Matt Roush 
Cyber Security a Big Issue For Businesses 
Automation Alley serving up a chilling look at cyber-espionage and cyber-terrorism. 
Representative Mike Rogers, chairman of the US House Intelligence Committee, said we're 
already in a de facto cyber-war with countries like China and Iran. Rogers said China is 
dedicating its military and intelligence apparatus to stealing intellectual property from American 
companies to give Chinese companies a leg up competitively. 
 
 
LABOR/WORKFORCE ISSUES 
 
1/6/13 
6:04am 
Newsroom 
NHL and Players Union Reach New Deal 
The NHL and the players' association have announced a tentative labor agreement that will 
save the hockey season.  A marathon negotiating session that lasted more than 16 hours and 
stretched from early Saturday afternoon until this morning produced a deal that will ultimately 
end the four-month-long lockout. 
 
1/9/13 
6:07am 
Mike Campbell 
Local Company Needs 18 Workers 
The job market's tough ... but there are jobs out there. In fact, it's pretty common these days to 
see a "CNC Operators" Help Wanted sign outside machine shops in the area. Arturo Fuentes is 
Plant Operations Manager at "3 Point Machine" in Southfield. He says they're looking to fill 18 
positions right now.   And, he says, in the past year they've done a lot of hiring from the Focus 
Hope Machine Training program, which is free. 
 
1/11/13 
6:22am 
Matt Roush 
Shifting Gears Program Helps Workers 
If you're looking to relaunch your career,  you may want to look into Michigan Shifting Gears.  If 
you're looking to relaunch your career, look into Michigan Shifting Gears. The shifting gears 
program, an intensive career transition initiative sponsored by the Michigan Economic 
Development Corporation, kicks off a new three-month session on Tuesday, January 22nd. The 
program is designed to help experienced professionals, returning veterans, stay-at-home 
parents and others facing a career crossroads. 
 
1/12/13 
5:32am 
Jeff Gilbert 
Ford and GM Hiring Hundreds 
Ford and General Motors are both planning to hire white-collar workers this year.  Ford says 
many of the 22-hundred jobs they want to fill in the U-S are in southeast Michigan.  G-M says 
it's hiring about one thousand high-tech workers in suburban Atlanta.  Both will lean on social 
media outlets to attract candidates. 
 
1/15/13 
4:34am 



Paul Snider 
Layoffs At Michigan Plant 
Saginaw-based Hemlock Semiconductor is layoff off 100 workers at its Michigan plant and 
trimming 300 employees at a factory in Clarksville, Tennessee, that hasn't even opened yet. 
Those workers have been undergoing training at the company's plant in Hemlock, near 
Saginaw. Hemlock had been planning to start production of a compound used in solar energy 
panels at the Tennessee plant sometime this year but the company now concedes it doesn't 
know when that facility will open. 
 
1/17/13 
10:22am 
Matt Roush 
DTE Spends Millions in Michigan, Saves Jobs 
DTE Energy is saying yes to Michigan. The company has exceeded its target for spending with 
local companies,  as part of its commitment to invest and create jobs in Michigan.  Through 
December, DTE Energy spent 826 million dollars with Michigan-based suppliers, up from 598 
million in 2011 and 475 million in 2010. DTE Energy's spending resulted in the creation of nearly 
7,000 full-time jobs in Michigan last year. 
 
1/30/13 
2:05pm 
Newsroom 
AFL-CIO Looking At Right To Work Law 
The AFL-CIO says "all options" are still on the table as the labor organization plans strategy to 
overturn Michigan's "Right To Work" law.  Sara Wallenfang from the group says Governor 
Snyder's move this week to "fast track" the law through the Supreme Court only galvanized their 
resolve. Unions may challenge the law's constitutionality because it exempts police and 
firefighters...and there is some question over the law's impact on state employees. 
 
1/31/13 
3:04pm 
Zahra Huber 
ACLU Files Lawsuit Over Right To Work Law 
The ACLU, along with labor groups, has filed a lawsuit concerning the legality of the Right-to-
Work law. The ACLU alleges that the decision by the state legislature and police to lock the 
Capitol doors while passing the Right-To-Work legislation violated Michigan's Open Meetings 
Act as well as the First Amendment.  Kary Moss, with the ACLU of Michigan, says they want the 
law struck down. 
 
2/12/13 
4:12pm 
Newsroom 
Lawmakers Wants Minimum Wage Hike 
Michigan's minimum wage would gradually increase to 10 dollars-an-hour under legislation 
introduced in Lansing today.  The bill's sponsor is Senator Burt Johnson... a democrat from 
Detroit who says he's hoping for bi-partisan support. 
 



2/14/13 
7:32am 
Jeff Gilbert 
Workers to Get Profit Sharing Checks 
A strong performance in North America will mean profit sharing checks of 67-hundred-50 dollars 
for General Motors workers.  GM made $4.9 billion dollars in 2012, less than it earned the 
previous year, but the company blames most of the difference on one-time costs. 
 
2/14/13 
3:07pm 
Zahra Huber 
Home Depot Looking for Employees 
The Home Depot stores are looking to hire 15-hundred people in Metro Detroit to kick off spring 
--- their busiest selling season. Spokesman Stephen Holmes says the season lasts up to 120 
days -- but some employees could stay longer:  Holmes says one of the main qualities they look 
for when hiring applicants is a passion for customer service. About 80-thousand people will be 
hired across the country. 
 
2/18/13 
6:12am 
Rob Sanford 
Local Auto Supplier Looking For Workers 
A major automotive supplier is bringing more jobs to Detroit.  Privately-held Detroit Chassis is 
adding nearly three-dozen positions in order to build more chassis for motor homes and 
commercial vans.  The company -- with its partner Ford Motor Company -- provides chassis and 
powertrains for recreational vehicles and commercial van fleets. 
 
3/4/13 
4:06pm 
Jon Hewett 
Felon Friendly Companies Sought 
Looking for a second chance.  That was the hope of some 200 convicted metro area felons 
tonight -- who attended a public forum aimed at connecting them with so-called "felon friendly" 
employers. 
 
3/5/13 
10:05am 
Ron Dewey 
Store Holding Job Fair 
If you're shopping for a job, the discount grocery chain ALDI is hiring with two job fairs until six 
pm today. One at the Double Tree Hotel in Dearborn, the other at the Hampton Inn in Sterling 
Heights.  Other ALDI job fairs are also being held in Grand Rapids, Flint and Lansing. 
 



3/7/13 
8:33am 
Scott Ryan 
Teachers Approve Long Term Contract 
Teachers in the Warren Consolidated School district have signed an eight-year contract.  The 
tentative deal extends their current contract thru August 2021.  The long-term agreement comes 
just a few weeks before Michigan's right-to-work law takes effect, banning mandatory union 
membership for private sector employees.  That law takes effect when a union's current contract 
expires.  Workers in Taylor School District and at Wayne State University recently signed long-
term extensions. 
 
3/24/13 
6:06am 
Newsroom 
Michigan Looks For More Job Opportunities 
With a new Emergency Financial Manager starting his job in Detroit tomorrow, there are also 
several new efforts aimed at bringing more jobs to Detroit...and Michigan.  President and CEO 
of the Michigan Economic Development Corporation, Mike Finney, said, the state is excelling in 
some areas...but lacking in others. Finney says some new programs will be rolled out in the 
coming weeks.   
 
3/29/13 
5:36am 
Scott Ryan 
UAW Member Numbers on the Rise 
The United Auto Workers union says its membership has edged up in the past year after 
decades of contraction with the shrinking of U-S auto industry employment. The U-A-W says the 
turnaround of the auto industry played a key role in the recovery of the economy, causing 
membership to jump. 
 
3/29/13 
5:22am 
Newsroom 
Paid Time Off faces a Tough Test from New Bill 
The state Senate is poised to take up a bill that would ban local government from requiring 
employers to provide paid time off, such as sick days.  The proposal would mean businesses 
could only offer any paid or unpaid leave that's required by federal law.  
A similar House bill is also under consideration.   
 
 
RACE RELATIONS 
 
1/12/13 
6:33am 
Charlie Langton 
Appeal Likely In Same Sex Benefits Case 
Michigan Attorney General Bill Schuette is expected to appeal a court's ruling that would allow 
health benefits to same sex partners.  WWJ Legal Analyst Charlie Langton says Schuette 
argues it violated an earlier Michigan constitutional amendment passed by voters. 
 



1/15/13 
1:33pm 
Zahra Huber 
Alliance Hopes to End Racial Profiling 
The Alliance For Immigrants Rights and Reforms-Michigan wants the U.S. Administration and 
lawmakers to address national immigration reform. Nadia Tonova of the National Network of 
Arab-American Communities, attended a rally in Southwest Detroit during which a call was 
sounded for reforms that include keeping families together, improve migrant worker programs 
and end racial profiling. 
 
1/22/13 
11:04am 
Mike Campbell 
Woman Makes Racial Profiling Claim 
An Ohio woman who says she was strip-searched at Detroit Metro Airport has filed a lawsuit 
against an airline -- and federal law enforcers.  Shoshana Hebshi was removed from a Frontier 
Airlines plane after it landed in Detroit on Sept. 11th, 2011. The plane's crew had reported 
suspicious behavior by two men who were sitting near her. Hebshi says she was ordered to 
remove her clothes while she was searched. Her lawsuit says she was targeted because she is 
half-Arab and half-Jewish. No one was charged. The airline and the T-S-A aren't commenting. 
 
1/28/13 
2:04pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Royal Oak Considers Human Rights Ordinance 
Royal Oak officials could do an about-face from their 2001 stance on gay rights. The City 
Commission plans to vote tonight on a proposed human-rights ordinance that would ban 
discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation. 
 
2/3/13 
6:12am 
Kathryn Larson 
Super Bowl Ad Creates Controversy 
It's Superbowl weekend and there is already discussion about one hotly contested ad ...by a 
popular soft-drink company. University of Detroit Mercy Professor of Marketing Mike Bernacchi 
says the Coca Cola ad -- featuring a cow boy -- some can can dancers -- and an Arab man on a 
camel racing in the dessert towards a coke bottle -- that's actually a mirage -- could have some 
racial undertones. 
 
2/12/13 
3:33am 
Gary Lundy 
Rosa Parks To Be Honored 
The late civil rights icon Rosa Parks, who broke racial barriers in 1955 when she would not 
move to the back of a segregated bus in Montgomery, Ala., will be posthumously part of another 
barrier-breaking moment on Feb. 27.  The office of Republican House Speaker John Boehner 
announced yesterday that a statue of Parks will be dedicated that day in the National Statuary 
Hall of the U.S. Capitol. 
 



2/18/13 
4:35pm 
Brian Larsen 
Burger King Account Shows Racial Epithets 
Burger King has had Twitter suspend its account after an apparent hack. Somebody changed 
Burger King's Twitter picture to a McDonald's product. Some posts from the account contained 
racial epithets and obscenities. 
 
2/27/13 
1:35pm 
Newsroom 
Supreme Court To Decide Civil Rights Case 
The Supreme Court is wrestling with the fate of a section of a landmark civil rights law that has 
helped millions of Americans exercise their right to vote. An  Alabama county says the law is 
antiquated and unnecessary. However supporters at the court, like Harold Richardson of 
Fayetteville, North Carolina, say voting violations are still a problem so the law is necessary 
 
3/2/13 
10:12am 
Newsroom 
School District Investigates Racial Slurs 
Authorities are investigating complaints that some students attending a West Michigan high 
school used racial slurs and donned apparel similar to that worn by members of the Ku Klux 
Klan.  Grand Haven School administrators say there have been at least three incidents and that 
three students have been disciplined. Details of the incidents and what type of discipline was 
handed out were not released. 
 
3/7/13 
11:04am 
Ron Dewey 
Same Sex Couple Awaits Adoption Decision 
A federal judge says he'll wait for important a pair of rulings from the U-S Supreme Court before 
deciding the future of Michigan's ban on gay marriage.  Judge Bernard Friedman heard 
arguments today at Wayne State University, as Hazel Park couple April DeBoer and Jane 
Rowse claim that law--and a provision banning gay couples from adopting children--violates 
their civil rights.   
 
3/22/13 
10:04am 
Mike Blank 
Skin Color and Perceptions 
How does skin color affect other people's perception? That's the issue being tackled at a 
symposium being held at the Wayne State Law School today.  Journal of Law in Society editor-
in-chief Victoria Suber is the organizer. The event is free 
 



3/22/13 
2:04pm 
Pat Sweeting 
Opponents say Detroit Emergency Manager Sets Dangerous Precedent 
A dangerous precedent for our nation." Those words today from Rainbow-PUSH Founder and 
President Jesse Jackson, who visited Detroit to add his organization's voice to the opposition of 
the state's Emergency Manager Law. Jackson says, currently, half of all African-Americans in 
the state of Michigan do not have an elected official. 
 
3/24/13 
4:20pm 
Newsroom 
Former Marine Earns Congressional Medal 
Michigan U.S. Senator Carl Levin has presented a congressional medal to the family of a 
western Michigan man who endured white racism as a black Marine during the 1940s. Levin 
spoke to about 100 people in Grand Rapids at an event honoring Darvis Beene, a minister, 
businessman and father of 13 who died in 1993 at age 68. 
 
3/27/13 
11:11am 
Mike Blank 
Community Meets about Racial Intimidation 
The West Michigan community of Grand Haven is coming together after reports of racial 
intimidation.... local and federal investigators are looking into complaints of harassment on a bus 
and that some students used racial slurs and donned Ku Klux Klan-like apparel. The Muskegon 
Chronicle reports about 30 people turned out last night at the high school's auditorium for a 
forum organized by the Lakeshore Alliance for Ethnic Diversity. 
 
 
REGIONAL REVITALIZATION 
 
1/8/13 
6:07am 
Newsroom 
Michigan Economy Rebounding 
We're in the third year of a recovery from the recession.  But Michigan's economy is still stuck in 
second gear when it comes to hiring more workers and bringing more businesses to the state. 
That, according to Michigan State University Economist Charles Ballard.  He says more 
improvement in Michigan is tied to what's happening in the national economy. 
 
1/10/13 
10:04am 
Jeff Gilbert 
Mayor Bing Praises New Cobo Center 
Mayor Dave Bing says the improvements being made to Cobo Center are just the start of 
improvements that he would like to see in the City of Detroit.  WWJ AutoBeat Reporter Jeff 
Gilbert was there as the mayor toured the floor of what will soon become the North American 
International Auto Show 
 



1/10/13 
12:05pm 
Ron Dewey 
New Detroit Future Plan Looks To Revitalize City  
It's been talked about since Mayor Dave Bing took office, but it's finally on paper. A 50-year 
blueprint of sorts on how to revitalize Detroit by strengthening viable neighborhoods while 
turning near-vacant areas into open spaces and encouraging new businesses into the city that 
will create new jobs for residents. 
 
1/11/13 
4:06pm 
Stephanie Davis 
Auto Show Brings Big Bucks To Detroit 
The economic impact of the North American International Auto show on metro Detroit is 
expected to be around 350-million dollars.  Michael O'Callahan with the Detroit Metro 
Convention and Visitors Bureau says the auto show is like hosting a Super Bowl every year. 
 
1/12/13 
8:42am 
Matt Roush 
More Money For Michigan Businesses 
Four Michigan companies have received a combined total of more than $156,000 through the 
Michigan Microloan Fund Program. The latest awardees are Crowd Juice, an Ann Arbor mobile 
conference guide, Sentry Medical Technologies, an Ann Arbor developer of patient behavior 
recording technology, Supported Intelligence, an East Lansing business valuation tool 
developer, and Zon Labs, an East Lansing developer of Chinese language lessons disgused as 
games. The program has provided nearly 3 point 3 million dollars to 76 companies since 2009. 
 
1/15/13 
8:11am 
Scott Ryan 
Funding for M-1 Rail to Be Announced 
U-S Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood and Governor Rick Snyder are expected to 
announce roughly 25 million dollars in federal funding for a Woodward Avenue light rail project.  
The M-1 light rail streetcar group, which has been pushing for mass transit linking downtown 
and Midtown Detroit, is hoping to see their plan materialize by 2015.  The funding hinged largely 
on state lawmakers approving a regional transit authority, which they did last month. 
 
1/17/13 
10:22am 
Matt Roush 
DTE Spends Millions in Michigan 
DTE Energy is saying yes to Michigan. The company has exceeded its target for spending with 
local companies,  as part of its commitment to invest and create jobs in Michigan.  Through 
December, DTE Energy spent 826 million dollars with Michigan-based suppliers, up from 598 
million in 2011 and 475 million in 2010. DTE Energy's spending resulted in the creation of nearly 
7,000 full-time jobs in Michigan last year. 
 



1/30/13 
6:42am 
Matt Roush 
New Businesses In Michigan 
Celebrating new businesses being born in Michigan. The 13th Annual Collaboration for 
Entrepreneurship--also known as the ACE Summit saw tons of awards for the best new 
businesses handed out, and an inspiring keynote speech from veteran startup investor Terry 
Cross. He says Michigan can take the lessons of Silicon Valley -- about networking, public 
relations, rewarding risk and even failure -- and mold them onto Michigan's family-centered 
culture, not to mention being a place where we actually build stuff. 
 
1/30/13 
11:05am 
Ron Dewey 
New Bank Opens in Detroit 
Ribbon-cutting ceremonies today for Flagstar Bank's brand new downtown branch in the lobby 
of One Detroit Center on Woodward.  Bank Vice-President Donnel Miles says this provides 
more of an opportunity to be part of Detroit's comeback. 
 
2/7/13 
1:30pm 
Marie Osborne 
MEDC CEO Live On WWJ about New Programs 
The Governor's budget has included ten million dollars for a new skilled trades training program 
to encourage more residents to master a skilled trade and to address job-to-talent mismatches. 
Michigan Economic Development Corporation CEO Mike Finney talks about the Community 
Venture initiative, that looks to hire residents from distressed neighborhoods with an initial focus 
on Flint, Detroit, Pontiac and Saginaw. 
 
2/14/13 
Various 
Pat Sweeting 
Mayor Bing Still Plans Demolitions 
Detroit Mayor Dave Bing says the city hasn't finalized it's plan for how many structures it will 
demolish and when. The mayor had promised to raze 10-thousand blighted buildings in Detroit 
by the end of his 4-year term. Thus far, 66-hundred have been demolished. Bing -- who debuted 
the Detroit Blight Authority today -- expects the remainder to be gone by year's end. The mayor 
also says no date has been set for when the demolition will begin; he's got to find the money to 
pay for it 
 
2/18/13 
6:22am 
Matt Roush 
More Money for TechTown 
TechTown said Monday it had received a one million dollar, two year grant from the Michigan 
Economic Development Corporation to form the Detroit Technology Exchange. Tech Town is 
Wayne State University's business and technology company incubator and research park. The 
grant will fund new services for startups, including a summer boot camp for university students, 
an executive in residence program and fellowships for entrepreneurial service organizations. 
 



2/24/13 
12:07pm 
Kathryn Larson 
Challenge Detroit Returns for Year 2 
It's a project that hopes to invigorate the Detroit region -- and Challenge Detroit's urban 
revitalization competition is back for a second year.  In the coming months -- the organization 
will pick 30 fellows who will spend a year in Detroit working at one of the program's host 
companies. They range from major corporations such as Chrysler to smaller ventures such as 
ePrize.  Participants get a $500-a-month housing stipend and a $30,000 salary. 
 
2/28/13 
6:11am 
Matt Roush 
Big Boost For Michigan Businesses 
It's a big boost for Michigan Universities and businesses.   State officials have approved six 
million dollars in funding for programs that will mean millions in new investments and hundreds 
of new jobs in Michigan.   
 
3/5/13 
3:05pm 
Bill Stevens 
Advertising Agency Moving Downtown 
Advertising firm Campbell Ewald will reportedly move its headquarters and 600 workers from 
Warren to downtown Detroit.  The official announcement will come tomorrow afternoon.  Real 
estate broker and President of "City Living Detroit", Austin Black thinks it would be a great 
move. 
 
3/7/13 
12:05pm 
Pat Sweeting 
New Furniture Store Opens 
It's a blast from the past on Woodward Avenue in Royal Oak where a "high end" furniture store 
has re-opened 11 years after closing it's doors.  Owner Art Van Elslander says the fiscal timing 
is right for "Scott Shuptrine" Van Elslander says the store is the largest retail space on 
Woodward Avenue.  It opened to the public following a ribbon cutting this morning. 
 
3/25/13 
9:31am 
Newsroom 
Mayor Bing and Businesses Team Up for New Emergency Vehicles 
Detroit Mayor Dave Bing has announced that a group of businesses, including Detroit's 
automakers, is planning to help buy 23 EMS units and 100 police cruisers for the city.  The effort 
is being led by businessman Roger Penske.  Donors also include Quicken Loans and Blue 
Cross Blue Shield of Michigan. 
 



3/26/13 
5:12am 
Matt Roush 
Ford Field Aim to Improve Fan Experience with Technology 
A major technology upgrade is coming to Ford Field.  This morning, the Detroit Lions are set to 
demonstrate updated technology that'll make Ford Field the only major stadium in Michigan to 
offer fans wireless Internet service -- or Wi-Fi. The upgrades aimed at enhancing fans' 
experience -- making it easier for them to make phone calls while inside the stadium ... and also 
access social media. 
 
3/26/13 
1:35pm 
Greg Bowman 
New Design Studio Opening in Detroit 
Another new business opening its doors in Downtown Detroit.  Neumann/Smith Architecture, 
headquartered in Southfield, says it will open a new design studio in the old historic Wright Kay 
Building on Woodward Avenue.  Neumann/Smith has been front and center in downtown 
Detroit's recent revitalization, helping to attract new businesses to the city by designing 
innovative workspaces. 
 
3/28/13 
11:33am 
Ron Dewey 
Whitney Building to Get a Makeover 
A cool day in Detroit---that's what the governor calls today's start of reconstruction of the historic 
Whitney Building in Grand Circus Park. WWJ's Ron Dewey was at today's ceremonies, where 
the building will become a new focal point of downtown with a new hotel.... apartment units.... 
and a ballroom.  Developer David DiRita says the one emotion that he wanted to speak to on 
the pending rebirth of the Whitney Buiilding was gratitude. 
 
3/28/13 
4:03pm 
Jon Hewett 
Downtown Detroit’s New Retail Plan 
Rock Ventures and the Downtown Detroit Partnership rolling out their plans for Woodward 
Avenue near the Detroit Riverfront.  The plan envisions six separate downtown gathering areas, 
and it ties together Rock Ventures' billion dollars of downtown acquisitions, 22 buildings over the 
past 3 years. 
 
 
TRANSPORTATION/LOGISTICS 
 
1/6/13 
8:32am 
Beth Fisher 
Police Plan Crackdown on Red Light Runners 
In the aftermath of two serious crashes along Ford Road last week in which police say people 
ran red lights, Dearborn Heights Police say they will crack down on red light violators on Ford 
over the next month. 
 



1/8/13 
7:07am 
Jeff Gilbert 
Feds Investigate Jeeps 
The government has taken a close look at some brand new Jeep Grand Cherokees...and 
decided that they don't need to be recalled.  The government investigated 107 Grand 
Cherokees and found 24 loose hoses.  There were no fires. 
 
1/8/13 
4:05pm 
Rob Mason 
Governor to Propose Road Repair Funding Plan 
Michigan Governor Rick Snyder plans to propose a more detailed plan to boost spending to 
maintain roads in next week's State of the State address. Transportation funding is high on the 
governor's agenda for 2013. His previous calls for an additional $1.4 billion a year for roads and 
bridges stalled in the Legislature. 
 
1/15/13 
8:11am 
Scott Ryan 
Funding for M-1 Rail to Be Announced 
U-S Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood and Governor Rick Snyder are expected to 
announce roughly 25 million dollars in federal funding for a Woodward Avenue light rail project.  
The M-1 light rail streetcar group, which has been pushing for mass transit linking downtown 
and Midtown Detroit, is hoping to see their plan materialize by 2015.  The funding hinged largely 
on state lawmakers approving a regional transit authority, which they did last month. 
 
2/3/13 
7:11am 
Newsroom 
Potholes Popping Up On Area Roads 
Michigan just went through a major "freeze-thaw" cycle, and that usually means big potholes in 
the spring. This comes just as state lawmakers and the Governor are in Lansing trying to devise 
a way to raise more revenue for roads. Mike Nystrom of the Michigan Infrastructure and 
Transportation Association says Michigan needs to generate more state revenue 
 
2/4/13 
6:07am 
Tim Skubick 
Governor Facing Opposition to Roads Plan 
Governor Snyder is still facing plenty of hurdles in an effort to get his transportation package 
rolling again. Some members of Snyder’s own party are opposed to the plan that would include 
money to fix roads. 
 



2/5/13 
9:06am 
Mike Campbell 
Road Congestion Costs Drivers Money 
A new study from researchers at Texas A&M's Transportation Institute finds that commuters are 
adapting to traffic congestion by building delays into their schedules.  But as WWJ's Mike 
Campbell tells us, that extra effort in Metro Detroit costs the average driver 859 dollars a year. 
 
2/8/13 
4:04pm 
Brian Larsen 
Fuel Spill Causes Traffic Backups 
It's been a mess all day. Westbound M-14 is closed at I-275 because of a 300-gallon fuel spill. 
Michigan Department of Transportation crews are trying to make sure all of the fuel has been 
cleaned up before re-opening the freeway. It's unclear what caused the leak. 
 
2/15/13 
6:07am 
Rob Sanford 
MDOT Dealing With Freeway Light Outages 
The Michigan Department of Transportation reports about 20% of the 55 hundred lights along 
freeways in Metro Detroit have gone dark.  In some cases its normal wear and tear, while in 
others....they've become targets for thieves. 
 
2/22/13 
9:07am 
Scott Ryan 
Lawmakers Seeks Input on Transportation Plan 
A Michigan lawmaker wants public input on how to solve the state's transportation funding 
dilemma.  Republican Representative Dan Lauwers of Brockway--in the Thumb Area--has 
posted a five-question survey on his website asking St. Clair County and other local residents 
for feedback on the proposed gas tax and registration fee increases.   Governor Rick Snyder's 
plan includes increasing the state gas tax and annual car registration fees. 
 
3/5/13 
7:07am 
Rob Sanford 
Census Report Focuses on Commuters 
A report from the U.S. Census Bureau says lots of people in suburban Detroit are crossing 
county lines to get to work - and few are carpooling or using public transportation. The figures 
are based on population estimates between 2006 and 2010. They say about 47 percent of the 
560,000 people who work in Oakland County commute there from another county. 
 
3/7/13 
12:05pm 
Sandra McNeill 
People Mover Shut Down 
Rides on the People Mover were suspended briefly after a strong smell of gas was detected at 
the Broadway station.  Spokesperson Erika Alexander says riders were asked to exit the trains 
around 11:30am.  Alexander says a crew was called in to check out where the smell is coming 
from.   
 
3/14/13 
11:22am 



Matt Roush 
Big Rigs Feature More High Tech Touches 
Big rig trucks are offering more high tech touches.  Soon, there will be a system to tell truckers 
where they can catch 40 winks along the I-94 corridor. A high tech system to find parking spots 
for truck drivers along the I-94 corridor will be available late this year. A Virginia company called 
Kapsch Traffic Com North America has been chosen by the Michigan Department of 
Transportation to provide a truck parking connected vehicle system at five sites along I-94 in 
Michigan. The system will involve short range radios in trucks and at truck stops and rest 
stations. 
 
3/23/13 
3:05pm 
Newsroom 
Air Traffic Control Towers to Close 
Three air traffic control towers in Michigan are among 149 nationwide that will be closed due to 
federal budget cuts. The Federal Aviation Administration says that it will close towers at the 
Coleman A. Young airport in Detroit, W-K Kellogg in Battle Creek, and Sawyer International in 
Marquette County.  The airports will be open, but takeoffs and landings will be coordinated by 
the pilots themselves. 
 
3/25/13 
12:42pm 
Brian Larsen 
Gas Prices on the Rise  
Gas prices in Michigan are up again -- this time they've jumped about three cents this week. 
Triple-A Michigan reports the current statewide average is just under three-dollars-80 cents per 
gallon. That's still down over 17 cents from the same time last year.  That's Triple-A Michigan's 
Nancy Cain. The lowest average price was found in the Flint area at just under three-dollars-73 
cents per gallon.  The highest are in the Jackson area at more than three-dollars-85 cents. 
 
3/28/13 
6:07pm 
Brian Larsen 
Transit Authority Begins Work 
A 10-member board has started work on coordinating public transportation in parts of 
southeastern Michigan. The board is expected to develop a master transit plan for Detroit and 
Wayne, Oakland, Macomb and Washtenaw counties. An authority also could accept federal 
funding for projects, notably the proposed M-1 high-speed passenger rail system along 
Woodward Avenue from downtown Detroit to the city's New Center area.  Its ultimate goal is to 
develop a bus rapid transit service that uses four main traffic corridors. 
 



WWJ Community Outreach Events 
 
1/31/13 
Cyber Security for You and Your Family 
What you need to know about social media, identity theft and cyber bullying to protect yourself 
and your family in the world we live in today.  An Oakland County Sheriff’s detective who deals 
with cyber security and crime talks about how students and parents can stay alert and away 
from predators and scams.  
 
2/2/13-2/3/13: 
WWJ Winter Survival Radiothon for THAW 
WWJ broadcasted live and raised money for THAW, The Heat and Warmth Fund, which helps 
people turn their heat and lights on.  The Radiothon brought in more than 300-thousand dollars.  
Among those we talked to were people who said they just couldn’t make ends meet after losing 
a job and having to pay medical bills.  
 
2/28/13: 
A panel discussion on the risks and rewards of a "BYOD" strategy for corporate IT 
Networks.    
BYOD stands for Bring Your Own Device -- allowing employees to use their personal 
smartphones, tablets and laptops to work, and giving them partial or full access to resources on 
the corporate networks. This can make employees more productive -- but can also expose the 
corporate network to risks like malware, and expose the company to the risk of sensitive 
information leaving the company confines. 
  
3/28/13: 
How to find a tech job in Detroit.  
A panel of executives from growing IT and IT staffing firms in Detroit explained what skills are 
most in demand in the local IT job market and how to successfully start or re-launch an IT 
career in southeast Michigan. 
 
 



WWJ Regularly Scheduled Features 
 
 
MADE IN MICHIGAN  
 
1/2/13: 
CARHARTT, founded in Detroit in 1889, Tom Ambrosia talks about the brown 'duck' fabric that 
has made their clothing an icon for working families. 
 
1/9/13: 
WESTVIEW ORCHARDS, Romeo, Michigan, founded 1813, celebrating its 200th year in 
Romeo. Abbey Jacobson still runs the farm which has expanded from peaches to "agri-tourism" 
in recent years. 
 
1/16/13: 
TAUBMAN CENTERS, Southfield, Michigan, founded in 1950 by Alfred Taubman, current COO 
Bill Taubman talks about his family’s world-wide development in shopping malls. 
 
1/23/13: 
ON THE GO ENERGY GROUP, Birmingham, Michigan. Derrick George, CEO and founder. 
Developer of an exclusive formula that has now sold millions of units throughout the country.  
 
1/30/13: 
HOLD UP SUSPENDER CO., Southfield, Michigan.  Founder and CEO Sal Herman talks about 
developing a patent suspender holder which propelled his company to being the number one 
suspender company in the USA. 
 
2/6/13: 
ELWINS TO GO, Berkley, Michigan.  Elwin Greenwald founder of Elwin to go has grown his 
small business into one of the biggest suppliers of scones and other baked goods in the metro 
area. 
 
2/13/13: 
BASTONE, BEER, various locations in Michigan.  Chief Brew Master Rockny Van Meeter wins 
the Bronze medal at the Great American Beer Fest in Colorado this year. Talks about his beer 
program for Bastone. 
 
2/20/13: 
COFFEE BREAK COMPANY.  Co-owner, Don Souden talks about how he took his company to 
a 100 percent Michigan supplied company in 5 years and has 23 hundred customer’s state 
wide. 
 
2/27/13: 
THAI FEAST FROZEN FOOD, Dearborn, Michigan. Caroline Van Polly talks about her mom, 
Genevieve who founded Bangkok 96 and the founding of their frozen food company Thai Feast 
Frozen food.  A line of healthy frozen Thai Food. 
 
3/3/13: 
STAHLS BAKERY, Owner Dorothy Stabel, and her husband bought the company 5 years ago 
from the founders. Bakery started in 1930's in Detroit. Currently supplies unique hand-made 
bake goods state wide. 
 
3/20/13: 



SHINOLA WATCHES, Detroit, Michigan. Owner, Heath Carr talks about how his Texas 
Company and how it chose Detroit to manufacture its line of fine watches. 
 
3/27/13: 
BIGGBY COFFEE COMPANY.  Owner, Michael McFall talks about how he started as a morning 
barista at the first Biggby location in Lansing. He bought the company 5 years later and has 
made it a state wide company. 
 
 
Difference Maker in the Community 
 
1/28/13: 
Jonathan Weid is an accidental hero.  Weid fell into his play-by-play job as an announcer for the 
Miracle Baseball League of Plymouth when he was asked to sit in for one game; nearly two 
years ago. Now he says he’ll never give it up. “These are kids that are never going to get the 
opportunity to play with their able-bodied friends – whether it is in an organized league or even 
in their own backyard,” Weid said.  Another volunteer says parents are amazed at his 
commentary when a child is up to bat.  Weid says he takes inspiration from when he was a kid 
and played with his friends in the neighborhood. 
 
2/25/13: 
Patricia Swanson, from empty nest to full hearts.  In 2007 Patricia Swanson of Canton had all of 
her kids out of her house and was looking for a way to give back and her daughter-in-law Lisa 
Swanson says that’s how Chicks for Charities started.  About 25 women gather together with 
the idea to do well.  That first event raised $10,000 – since then they’ve put in 75,000 volunteer 
hours for various non-profits. 
 
3/25/13: 
Changing grief for the better.  Can a crushing grief be the catalyst to change a life for the better?  
“Yes” says psychotherapist and filmmaker Judith Burdick of Bingham Farms – her movie 
“Transforming Loss" focuses on people who have experienced terrible loss.  She speaks from 
experience having lost her husband not long after starting a family.  Burdick went back to school 
to become a psychotherapist specializing in grief and loss. The movie features six families. She 
knows many people suffer in silence and never share their grief – the movie is a way to touch 
more people. 
 
 
Making the Grade 
 
1/3/13: 
Local kids looking for fame.   The Detroit Actors Theatre Company is teaming up with Ridgedale 
Players of Troy for the Fame Theater Project, a workshop for kids hoping for a career on stage.   
The DATC’s Eric Swanson says the kids loved the experience. The students worked on singing 
and dancing to improve their technique and then put together a final performance. 
 
1/6/13: 
Getting more kids turned on to science.  The Michigan Science Center, formerly the Detroit 
Science Center, just reopened its doors.  Todd Slisher at the Science Center says the goal is to 
get more students to visit.  He says they wanted to get more students interested, inspired, and 
excited about science. They can do it through a field trip or a family visit. 
 
1/8/13: 
DPS Alumni.  Come back to the Detroit Public Schools.  DPS Spokesman Steve Wasko says 
the district is looking for tutors, people who can help students with art projects and other 



volunteer assignments.  Wasko says the district is calling on alumni to come back to their school 
and help out with a day of service for Martin Luther King Junior Day. 
 
1/10/13: 
It’s back to class for these Iraqi refugees living in Michigan, brushing up on their English 
Language skills.  Sharon Hanawa of the Chaldean Community Foundation says they are 
teaming up with Macomb Community College to offer English as Second Language Classes to 
the hundreds of Iraqi refugees who seek safety in Michigan.  She says this will help those taking 
the classes improve their English skills and gain confidence.  
 
1/15/13: 
Helping students achieve their dream of getting a college education.  General Motors and Buick 
will be granting 11 hundred scholarships to students pursuing degrees in Engineering, Design 
and other auto-related fields.  Tommy Jones is a Junior Mechanical Engineering Major at 
Freed/Hardeman University in Henderson, Tennessee. He got a 25 thousand dollar Buick 
Achiever Scholarship in 2012. He says it’s a blessing to get this scholarship and not have to 
worry about having debt when he graduates. He won for his essay making electric cars more 
efficient.  
 
1/17/13: 
MLK Day.  A day ON for this University, not a day OFF.  Macomb Community College President 
Jim Jacobs says hundreds of students, faculty and staff are honoring Martin Luther King on 
Monday by grabbing a hammer, a crochet hook, or a soup ladle to give back to the community.  
Jacobs says the hope is to give students more than just a historical perspective of Dr. King, but 
to show them how he valued service in the community. 
 
1/22/13: 
Governor Snyder wants to spend more than one billion dollars to fix the potholes in Michigan 
roads. But what about educational potholes? Former State School Superintendent Tom 
Watkins, now an educational consultant in Michigan and China, says while we need to repair 
Michigan’s aging infrastructure, we also need to address the funding gaps in k-12 education.  
Michigan says we need to be investing in our schools, because we have been disinvesting in 
schools for years. 
 
1/24/13: 
The Detroit Tigers are helping kids strike out against bullying.  The Tigers are joining with the 
Justice Department and the Royal Oak Public Schools in this anti-bullying campaign.  U.S. 
Attorney Barbara McQuade says the idea started with Tigers Pitcher Phil Coke. Coke told 
students that he was bullied as a child, and he said that kids need to be empowered to fight 
back against bullies.  McQuade says she’s grateful that so much attention is being paid to the 
problem now, but she says the internet, and Facebook, are making it easier for bullies to use 
technology to hide behind the screen or phone.  
 



1/29/13: 
Gearing up to get more kids involved in auto technology by helping them design talking cars. 
Carl Kelmick of the Waterford Based Non Profit group, Square One Education Networks, says 
they are teaming up with the Auto Supplier Denso, to get more students involved in STEM, 
Science, Technology, Education and Math, by bringing talking car technology into the 
classroom.  Kelmick says many students don’t realize the demand for engineers, and how many 
openings there are in this field. 
 
2/5/13: 
Wayne State Global Engineering Scholars. More local college students will get a chance to gain 
global experience, thanks to a new scholarship program at Wayne State University.  Wayne 
State says its global experience scholarship program will offer 20 engineering students 
scholarships of at least one thousand dollars to gain experience abroad.  Engineering Dean 
Farshad Fatoui says this year, students will travel to China.  He says they will not only work in 
research labs, but also will shadow other students.  He says this program will make the students 
more marketable when they graduate.  
 
2/7/13: 
Kids are having a blast, learning about science at the Motown Winter Blast.  Carolyn Nickline of 
the GM Foundation, is teaming up with the group Mad Science at the Motown Winter Blast. She 
says they are using fun, interactive projects, so the kids can have fun while learning about 
science.  
 
2/12/13: 
Local students come together for one of Michigan’s largest high school-led charity campaigns.  
Kristy Pierce is a teacher and student advisor at Troy-Athens High School, where students are 
hoping to raise 28 thousand dollars during Charity Week. She says this event shows that 
students do care about more than just their own lives.  Athens Senior and Student Board 
President Chang-me Chung says many people believe that students can’t make a difference in 
the world, but this charity week shows they can. Senior Simone Capatia says Charity Week is 
one of the highlights of the year.  Money raised is going to Angels of Hope, a group which helps 
kids with cancer.  
 
2/14/13: 
Kids in Detroit learning Chinese.  Joyce Ni teaches Mandarin Chinese to kids in Kindergarten 
through third grade in Dixon Elementary Learning Academy in the Detroit Public Schools.  Ni 
says she uses song, dance, and other activities to make it fun for kids to learn Chinese. 
 
2/19/13: 
A Plymouth High School Senior is the winner of a statewide scholarship competition for 
Michigan High School girls.  Anna Dai of Canton has been named the Distinguished Young 
Woman of Michigan and awarded a scholarship and awarded 35 hundred dollars in 
scholarships.  Dai says the award has helped her grow as a person and speak in public. 
 
2/21/13: 
Showing girls it is cool to love math and science by getting them involved in robotics.  Sarah 
Jacobs owns the Robot Garage in Birmingham. They sell Legos and other “geeky” toys, and do 
themed birthday parties and other events.  They also teach kids about robotics and engineering 
and technology. She says the idea is to counter the trend that shows girls already thinking math 
and science are not cool as soon as fourth grade. 
 
 
2/26/13: 



These Macomb County High School students are in the national spotlight for their 
achievements.  Jenna Kwasny is a senior and Co-Captain of Utica Eisenhower’s Dance Team, 
which just took home second place in the national dance championships in Orlando, Florida.  
She says they had taken third place for the past four years, so they were excited to move into 
second place this year. Co-Captain Jessica Desano is excited the team’s dance is going to be 
shown on ESPN in March.  She says all the hard work and dedication really paid off for the 
students. 
 
2/28/13: 
Calling for more volunteers to help Detroit Public School students learn to read. DPS Volunteer 
Reading Corps Supervisor Evelyn Mann says volunteers don’t need any special skills or 
degrees to help kids. They just need to love kids and be able to read.  
 
3/5/13: 
Filling the gap in education for the Detroit Public Schools. DPS Foundation President Dr. 
Glenda Price says the group raises money for programs like chess club, robotics, and other 
programs that may have seen budget cutbacks. 
 
3/7/13: 
When’s the best time to apply for college scholarships? Rachel Ni conducted a study for Nerd 
Scholar, which found that March is the best time to apply for scholarships, with over 25 per cent 
of private scholarship deadlines occurring in March, with more than three and a half million 
dollars in scholarships on the table.   She says Michigan ranks in the top ten for number of 
scholarships available. 
 
3/12/13: 
A Michigan whiz kid is competing for a 100 thousand dollar grand prize.  The competition is in 
the Intel Science Talent Search in Washington D.C.  Ann Arbor Huron High School Senior Lillia 
Popova says it was an honor and an unexpected thrill to represent Michigan in this event. She 
says she has been working on her project for two years.  She is one of the 40 top seniors in the 
country competing for the top prize. 
 
3/14/13: 
Good grades for the Michigan Education Savings Program.  A new report from 
“Savingforcollege.com” says the MESP produced the second best performance in the country in 
college savings plans.  Randy Brady is Director of TIA-CREFF, which manages the MESP 
program for the state of Michigan.  Brady says does not require a major investment to get into 
the program. You can do it as for as little as 25 dollars a week. 
 
3/19/13: 
Northwood University is opening the doors to a new state of the art center in Troy. Matthew 
Bennet is Director of Admissions for Northwood’s Adult Education program. He says the center 
will be a big plus for students who started their college education, but never finished their 
degree. It will also appeal to younger students to check out the programs that are available to 
them. 
 



3/21/13: 
Local students could get a boost in helping their Broadway dreams come true.  Mosaic Theatre 
Founder Rick Sperling is bringing the Broadway Theater Music Intensive Workshop to Detroit. 
It’s August 5-9 at Detroit School of Arts for kids ages 9 through 18.  Sperling says kids are more 
interested in Broadway musicals now thanks to TV shows like Glee and Smash and stage 
shows like Rent and Wicked. 
 
3/28/13: 
It’s an out of this world project for kids in The Warren Consolidated Schools.  500 students are 
taking part in the project, giving them a chance to create an experiment that will be carried on 
the International Space Station.  Christine Kincaid Dewey is a teacher at the Mathematics, 
Science Technology Center, one of only 11 schools nationwide taking part in the project.  She 
says this is a chance to let kids see how what they learn in the classroom can translate into the 
real world.   
 
 
Staying in Touch 
 
1/5/13: 
Helping neighbors in need...  St Vincent de Paul's Bill Brazier asking for help so they can help 
others...they make in-home visits to determine what families need...offering food, clothing and 
opportunities for employment, as well as dental care. They have also provided a million dollars 
in utility assistance. 
  
1/12/13: 
Making Detroit active and safe... Detroit Mayor Dave Bing recently took delivery of 150 new 
beds for the city's firehouses, courtesy Art Van furniture founder Art Van Elsender. This is part 
of a the Mayor's Active and Safe Campaign, appealing for help from the private sector to help 
sustain and improve the city's public safety and recreation programs. Bing also tapping into the 
brain power of area and state businesses to help manage some areas of the city 
 
1/19/13: 
Chicken Soup for more than the soul.... Rabbi Daniel Scwartz of Temple Shir Shalom in West 
Bloomfield overseeing the annual Chicken Soup Cook-off next Sunday the 27th...with 20 
different soups, including chicken noodle, matzo ball and other variations created by a panel of 
judges...Rabbi Scwartz will have his own entry for the amateur division....The cook-off will be 
held at The Corners community center on Walnut Lake Road at noon... 
 
1/26/13: 
Hooping it up in Livonia for a good cause…  Livonia Stevenson High School's Athletic Director 
Lori Hyman on last year inaugural Charity Basketball game. This year, the Spartans and Lady 
Spartans taking the court Tuesday night in a triple header against crosstown rival Churchill 
High...Hyman says it become more of an event than a game...This year's proceeds will benefit 
the Wes Leonard Heart Team, honoring the Fennville High School player who lost his life from 
sudden cardiac arrest after making the winning shot for his team. The foundation donates 
defibrillator units to schools and funds research on cardiac arrest. 
 
2/2/13: 
Keeping Warm…  Tapeka Malone of the Heat and Warmth fund, among the people who make a 
difference in the lives’ of thousands of SE MI residents facing a winter unable to keep the heat 
or lights on for a variety of reasons....Linda Burton of THAW says the backgrounds and 
situations vary, but clients have a common thread... 
  
1/9/13: 



This weekend, science will be a blast... Karen Nicoline with the GM Foundation, on the goal of 
the blast off program going on all this weekend in conjunction with the winter blast in Campus 
Martius. To achieve this goal, Nicholine says they are teaming up with the fun people at Mad 
Science...Object of the fun and games of course is to get the kids interested in the science, 
inspire a future career, reverse the brain drain in science and technology.  
 
2/16/13: 
The state of Michigan hopes to get you hooked on fishing this weekend... Elyse Walter at the 
Michigan DNR says they see an average of 4-thousand people take part in organized events 
during the free fishing weekend across the state....many of them are new to ice fishing. Walter 
says the free fishing weekend lures people back to the water, and back to the sport and is a 
promotional tool to bring more tourists to Michigan... 
  
2/23/13: 
A new place to stay, to eat and to learn...  Chad Audi of Detroit Rescue Mission on their new 
veteran's kitchen opened recently, to shelter and serves 60 homeless veterans. This kitchen at 
the rescue mission's Highland Park location was made possible through a grant from the Ford 
Motor Company Fund. the kitchen not only will house and feed veterans with nowhere to go, but 
also teach them a new skill to get back on their feet. Learn more details about the Veterans 
Kitchen at 313-993-4700 
  
3/2/13: 
How often do you celebrate a tornado?   Robert Jazwinski one of the coordinators of the first-
ever Dexter Tornado Run and Walk March 15th, the first anniversary of the F-3 twister that tore 
through the community. All the proceeds from the registration fees and donations at the Friday 
night event at Hudson Mills Metro Park will go to those organizations that stepped up and 
helped residents in need.  
  
3/9/13: 
The job outlook is improving, but there's still a lot of work to do...  Laura Robb of the Michigan 
WORKS! Oak Park Career Center says there's been an improvement on the job front since the 
auto industry meltdown of 2008 and 2009, when Michigan lost a million jobs, but the jobs that 
have come back demand higher skills. Bottom line, says Robb, workers need to do the 
math...and be open to new ideas, and the new ways of getting the job done... 
  
3/16/13: 
Using a cause for celebration for a bigger cause... Robert Cohen is the Executive Director of the 
Jewish Community Relations Council, organizing the Hunger Seder now in its 4th year...where a 
traditional Jewish feast is turned into a call for action...Cohen points out hunger impacts 
everyone, that hopes the Hunger Seder will prompt individuals to tell Congress to fund those 
various federal food assistance programs caught in sequestration crossfire. The Hunger Seder 
is Tuesday night at the Berkley warehouse of Yad Ezra, the community’s only kosher food 
pantry. Details at www.detroitjcrc.org  
   



3/23/13: 
Not your typical girl’s night out... Southfield Police Lt Nick Loussia on the department's event 
March 27th Girls Night Out for teenage girls and their parents or Guardians at the Southfield 
High School Auditorium. The seminar will touch on the basics of personal safety and awareness 
of their whereabouts, self defense strategies and techniques...Along with Internet safety 
information, strangers and cyber bullying, Lt. Loussia says they will also drive home the dangers 
of texting and driving... The seminar next Wednesday night is free, but space is limited. To 
attend, please e-mail parent/guardian name, student’s name, age, current school, year of 
graduation, and phone number to kpate@cityofsouthfield.com. 
  
3/30/13: 
Taking action against elder abuse... Royal Oak district Judge Derek Meinecke, joining area 
county prosecutors and advocates to begin a new public awareness campaign "No Excuse for 
elder abuse....which can range from physical to financial...Judge Meinecke says he want to get 
people in the mindset to take action, and not look at it as telling on someone, but looking out for 
others who may be in trouble... Former Miss Michigan and Miss America Kay Lani Rae Rafko 
Wilson lending her name to the campaign, saying she was surprised to know the problem has 
reached what one prosecutor has called epidemic levels...  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


