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Issue — The need for pets to be adopted is a concern for the Elk County 
SPCA. The overpopulation of the facilities of the SPCA can cause issues 
with the pets and the workers.

Program — WKBI runs a daily s how called the "Adoptable Pet" which 
features a pet weekly that is up for adoption at the Elk County SPCA. The 
feature is 60 seconds in length and runs at 1:35 Monday thru Friday.

Issue — Many people cannot make it out to church on Sunday Mornings due 
to illness, disability or other problems.

Program — WKBI broadcasts the Sunday morning service from Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church of Ridgway each week from 10:45am till 11:45am live on the 
radio.

Issue- Many elderly people are being scammed by out of the area criminals 
looking to make a fast dollar.

Program — WKBI runs a weekly public interest program on Sundays called 
Talk of the Town. On a program broadcasted in January 10,17, and 24th, 
Talk of the Town host, Barry Morgan interviewed Trooper Bruce Morris, 
Community Service and Public Information Officer. During the interview 
Trooper Morris told of many telephone scams being circulated in the 
listening area including Sympathy scams asking residents to donate 
money to a particular cause, Vaccine scams, and Stimulus scams designed 
to steal Stimulus checks.  Trooper Morris gave listeners phone numbers 
to call if people feel they are being scammed including 888-382-1222, 
800-441-2555, and the local State Police Barracks at 814-776-6136.  He 
also gave listeners a website at charities.pa.gov to check out more 
information..



Issue — Local athletes aspire to be able to follow their dreams of becoming a 
professional athlete.

Program: WKBI runs a public interest program on Sundays called Talk of the 
Town. On January 31 and February 7, Barry Morgan, interviewed Josh Mitchell 
and Cole Peterson, young men who are trying to achieve their lifelong dream 
to become Major League baseball players.  Mitchell spoke of his being traded 
by the Kansas City Royals to the Minnesota Twins during the Rule 5 Draft and 
how he felt it was a move forward in his career.  Peterson is still in the Detroit 
Tigers organization.  Both young men were busy doing other jobs during the 
pandemic to pay bills while they waited to be called to Spring Training.  Both 
players were forced to wait an extra three weeks due to Covid 19 restrictions 
put in place by Major League Baseball.  Josh and Cole told of their workout 
sessions every day and how many hours they put in making themselves 
better.  They also encouraged younger athletes to never give up on their 
dreams and to continue to work year round perfecting their skills so they 
would be able to be noticed by the scouts

Issue:  Volunteer organizations are continually looking for ways to 
raise money to continue serving the public in the most efficient manor.

Program: On Sunday, February 14, 21, and March 14, WKBI’s Talk of the 
Town Program host, Barry Morgan, interviewed Bob Marnotti of the 
Ridgway Ambulance Corporation.  Bob discussed the Annual Membership 
Drive being held through the end of March to help upgrade equipment 
including an Automatic Striker Stretcher to replace an older 2006 model.  
Memberships are $30 for individuals and $50 for families.  Marnotti also 
spoke of his dedicated workers who average over 30 years of service to 
the Corporation.  His main concern in the fundraising effort was to attract 
individuals and families between the ages of 20 and 50 to become 
members.   

Issue: Due to the Covid 19 Pandemic area groups have had a hard time 
holding festivals in the past year.



Program: On Sunday, February 28 and March 7th, WKBI's Talk of the Town 
Program host,
 JJ Michaels talked with several members of the Mountain Fest 2021 to be 
held in Ridgway on March 12, 13, and 14th.  The told of how the committee 
was following all Covid regulations including masking and social distancing 
in order to hold their festival.  They gave the hours of the festival along 
with entertainment, a short synopsis of the 65 vendors who would be 
displaying their wares inside and outside the old Motion Control Building 
in Ridgway.  This year’s festival is dedicated to T.O. Fitch who passed away 
earlier in the year after a courageous battle with Covid.  T.O. was a prime 
mover in making things happen in the Ridgway area.  His vision and 
dedication to the area will be sorely missed.  It was hoped area residents 
could get out and enjoy three days of festival food, entertainment, and 
just being able to be together.

Issue: Area youth are always looking for a physical outlet to help them 
recreate and it sure helps them stay out of trouble.

Program: On Sunday, March 21 and 28th, WKBI Talk of the Town host, Barry 
Morgan interviewed Gary Gerber, a local retired schoolteacher and wrestling 
coach who is big on area youth.  Years ago, Gerber helped raise funds and 
build a bike skate park for youngsters in Ridgway.  The Park has been a big 
success but needs to repair the surface of the Park to assure continued use by 
riders.  So far, the public has been very gracious with donations, but with rising 
costs of materials more funding is needed to keep the Park in excellent 
condition.  Gerber thanked all the volunteers who have spent countless hours 
helping in many ways to make this venture a positive addition to the 
community and its younger residents.

Other programs:  Throughout January, February, and March, daily 
press conferences and many public service announcements 
encouraging listeners to follow CDC guidelines to help control the 



spread of the Corona Virus and public service announcements for area 
businesses and services were aired for listeners.


