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Section I. Issues

The stations have identified the following topics as significant issues facing our community in this quarter:

A. Scams.  With the rise in popularity of the Buffalo Bills around Western New York and surrounding 
areas, residents are constantly being fed scams regarding ticket sales and merch via websites and 
social media.  Melanie McGovern from the Better Business Bureau of Western New York discusses 
these scams and what to look out for to not fall for these.  

B. Environment.  Niagara Falls is consistently going through changes to beautify and better the area 
which is why a few shows were focused specifically on different aspects of that process.  Rebecca 
Vincheski, the CEO of the Niagara Falls Boys and Girls Club discusses how they are working on having 
the resources for the kids of the area to have a safe, fun environment to thrive.  

C. Public Safety.  The mass shooting in Buffalo is still having an impact on this community.  The 
community is still working to get back to normal. 

D. Public Health and the Healthcare System.  Unfortunately, local hospitals are being inundated with 
COVID, RSV and Flu patients, causing beds to quickly fill.  Dan Neaverth Jr, the Commissioner of Erie 
County Emergency Services discussed their changing playbook on how to deal with these types of 
situations as well as their search for EMS and Fire Volunteers.  

E. Diversity.  Diversity was a huge topic for Q4 2023.  We talk about breaking down the barriers for 
education, workforce participation and economic mobility for public and charter schools in the city of 
Buffalo through racial equality inclusion.  

Section II. Responsive Programs

Issues and Views is a 60 minute locally produced public affairs program that airs every Sunday on all four stations at 
the following times:

WYRK and WBLK at 6:30 a.m.
WMSX and WBUF at 6:00 a.m.

Date(s) Aired Guests Related Issues Description of Program

10/2/2022 Melanie McGovern- 
Better Business Bureau 
of WNY

Fraudulent Website 
Scams, Crime

With the rise in popularity of the Buffalo Bills, 
Melanie discussed what to look out for in terms of 
scams involving selling merch, tickets etc. She also 
discussed scams surrounding charities such as 
hurricane relief funds and what to look out for to 
make sure you aren’t falling into a trap.

10/9/2022 Rebecca Vincheski- CEO 
Niagara Falls Boys and 
Girls Club

Education, Children’s 
Needs/Resources

Niagara Falls is working on a revival, this includes the 
bettering of our children and their activities.  
Rebecca discuses the changes that are taking place 
within the Boys and Girls Club program and the 8 



satellite sites to provide children of that community 
a safe place to have fun. 

10/16/2022 Mark Laurrie- 
Superintendent of 
Niagara Falls Schools 

Education, School 
Security, Busing, 
Weather

Continuing on from last week and the revival of 
Niagara Falls including the safety of the children that 
live there.  Niagara Falls suffers the same issues that 
many face with snow rapidly approaching.  Parents 
are worried about getting their kids to school in the 
conditions as well as the safety in doing so.  Laurrie 
also discusses safety within the walls of the schools 
including metal detectors and protocols in 
emergencies which unfortunately, are needed more 
than ever. 

10/23/2022 Kimberly LaRussa- 
Founder of Sweet 
Buffalo

Education, Health, 
Animal Adoption, Mental 
Health

The mission of Sweet Buffalo is the bring “smiles” to 
Western New York through hand painted rocks that 
are hidden throughout the city.  They also look to 
rescue animals both locally and nation wide to help 
find them homes right here in WNY.  

10/30/2022 Melissa Archer- Buffalo 
Urban League

Crime, Public Safety, 
Mental Health, 
Community Resources

Buffalo is still feeling the after effects of the mass 
shooting that happened right here in May.  Melissa 
discussed the support groups that are supported by 
the League and NY Project Hope to provide 
counselors to those who are looking for help. 

11/6/2022 Doug Rifenberg- 
Executive Director of 
Victory Sports Global 
Outreach

Sports, Resources With thriving sports teams in the area, Buffalo is a 
sports town.  Victory Sports is a local non-profit 
dedicated to helping under resourced schools and 
youth sports programs obtain sports equipment they 
need.  They have new and used equipment, and 
serve 9 counties of WNY. 

11/13/2022 Gina Lattuca- Chief 
Communications Officer 
SPCA

Animal Welfare Gina is looking to change the public’s perspective of 
the SPCA of Erie County.  The public views it as just a 
shelter.  That is not the case.  It is also an Animal 
Welfare Agency that is putting more resources to at-
risk animals in emergency situations, more behavior 
modification of animals, pet retention and making 
surrender the last choice. 

11/20/2022 Nadine Saviano- 
President and Founder 
of Godwinks Inc. 

Faith Based Initiatives, 
Health, Community

Godwinks is a local organization that works with 
families facing a life-threatening Diagnosis or 
terminal circumstance.  They provide professional 
family portraits at no charge for the families.  Nadine 
discussed how the community can help with their 
annual fundraisers.  

11/27/2022 Chris Kreiger- Co-
Founder of WNY 
Heroes, Inc. 

Mental Health, Veterans With the focus on mental Health, the holidays and 
veterans responding to or causing mass incidents, 
Chris discusses what his organization does to support 
and aid veterans in our community.  WNY Heroes 
helps with financial assistance as well as getting 
essential services for these brave men and women 
who serve our country.  



12/4/2022 Catherine Schick- 
FeedMore WNY

Food Insecurity, Hunger, 
Community Resources

FeedMore WNY is a staple here in Western New York 
and events that happened this year in our 
community made FeedMore WNY more important 
than ever.  The May shooting at Tops Markets make 
it harder for residents of that area to have a place to 
shop.  FeedMore WNY stepped in to help take care 
of those residents.  Now with Lake Effect Snow bans 
and multiple closures, their importance is at an all 
time high again.  Catherine discussed their Brown 
Bags of Hope fundraiser that runs through 12/24 and 
the impact that those donations have on the 
community. 

12/11/2022 Daphne Rose- Say Yes 
Buffalo

Diversity and Education The mission of Say Yes Buffalo is to remove barriers 
to education, workforce participation and economic 
mobility for public and charter schools in the city of 
Buffalo through racial equality inclusion.  Daphne 
discussed the inspiration of the group and how it 
plans to move forward in 2023.  

12/18/2022 Dan Neaverth Jr- 
Commissioner of Erie 
County Emergency 
Services

Holiday Safety and 
Emergency Services

With a possible storm on the horizon, Dan discusses 
safety of WNY residents as well as the need for 
additional volunteer EMS and Fire Services.  Dan also 
discussed the changing playbook for Emergencies in 
Erie County since COVID, RSV and the Flu is causing 
hospitals to overflow with patients. 

12/25/2022
REPEAT

Daphne Rose- Say Yes 
Buffalo

Diversity and Education The mission of Say Yes Buffalo is to remove barriers 
to education, workforce participation and economic 
mobility for public and charter schools in the city of 
Buffalo through racial equality inclusion.  Daphne 
discussed the inspiration of the group and how it 
plans to move forward in 2023.  


