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Quarterly Issues Report 
WEDH, WEDN, WEDW and WEDY (Connecticut Public Broadcasting, Inc.) 

 
FOR THE PERIOD OF:  April 1, 2016 – June 30, 2016 

 
 
The licensee has determined that the following issues were of importance to the residents of Connecticut during the past three months 
and has aired the following programs to address these issues: 
 
 

1. Community/Politics/Government 
10 Towns That Changed America 
4/19/16   8:00p.m.     1 hour 
Visit influential towns across the country from Greenbelt, Maryland, and Seaside, Florida, to Riverside, Illinois, and Levittown, New 
York, that had a lasting impact on the way our cities and suburbs are designed. 
 
Independent Lens – Peace Officer 
5/9/16   10:00p.m.     2 ½ Hours 
Meet Dub Lawrence, a crusading former sheriff whose investigations highlight the increasingly militarized state of American police. 
He established Utah’s first SWAT team, only to see that same unit kill his son-in-law in a controversial standoff. 
 
Frontline – Policing the Police 
6/28/16   10:00p.m.     1 Hour 
Step inside the Newark Police Department — one of many troubled forces ordered to reform. Writer and historian Jelani Cobb 
examines allegations of police abuses and the challenge of fixing a broken relationship with the community. 
 
 

2. Finance/Business/Industry 
Made In Connecticut II 
5/19/16   8:00p.m.     1 Hour 
Learn about unique homegrown businesses and high-tech manufacturing facilities that call Connecticut home, and discover what they 
mean for the Connecticut community and economy, Made in Connecticut 2 also focuses on the connection between manufacturing 
and job creation, and what that means for the future workforce of Connecticut. 
 
Frontline – The Business of Disaster 
5/24/16  10:00p.m.     1 Hour 
Disasters are big business. Follow an investigation with NPR into who profits when disaster strikes. The film focuses on Superstorm 
Sandy: the thousands still not home, the agencies that were supposed to help and the companies that made millions. 
 
Point Taken 
6/28/16   11:00p.m.     30 Minutes 
SHOULD ORGANS BE SOLD? Each day, twenty-two people in the US die waiting for an organ. Although a majority of Americans 
support organ donation, only a fraction are registered as organ donors. The introduction of a market for organs would probably 
decrease waiting lists and decrease deaths, but it a market could also incentivize dangerous behavior from both buyers and sellers and 
result in a drop in the number of altruistic donations. With so many lives at stake, we must ask: should organs be sold? 
 
     

3. Health/Healthcare 
Communities in Crisis: Connecticut’s Heroin Epidemic 
4/21/16   8:00p.m.     1 Hour 
Deaths in Connecticut from heroin and opioid overdose doubled in the past three years, reaching every corner of the state. Last year 
alone, nearly 550 people died. This multifaceted issue has many contributing factors, but one thing is for certain: Connecticut is facing 
a growing, life-threatening epidemic that refuses to discriminate based on social or economic status. During this live town hall 
meeting, a panel of experts and community leaders will discuss the significant challenges of opioid addiction and what local 
communities can do to help curb the alarmingly high rate of opioid dependence through effective treatment, prevention, and 
education. 
 
PBS NewsHour 
5/4/16   7:00p.m.     5:44 minutes 
Is fatal medical error a leading cause of death? The CDC does not list “medical error” as a cause of death in its annual mortality 
statistics. But according to researchers from Johns Hopkins University, medical errors are the third leading cause of death in the 
nation. Hari Sreenivasan talks to Dr. Martin Makary of Johns Hopkins, the report’s author, about why medical errors are usually 
ignored and how patients and doctors can try to avoid them. 
 
9 Months That Made You 
6/29/16   10:00p.m.     60 minutes 
Follow the story of how, from a fertilized egg, you took on human form in the womb. Chart the metamorphosis from the various 
embryonic forms you once took on until the moment around 12 weeks when you became unmistakably human. 
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4. Environment/Nature/Natural Disasters 
 
Big Burn: American Experience 
4/26/16    9:00p.m.    60 minutes 
In August 1910, a massive wildfire swept across the Northern Rockies, devouring more than three million acres in 36 hours. The 
catastrophe would define the fledgling U.S. Forest Service and the nation's fire policy for much of the 20th century. 
 
Nature – The Last Orangutan Eden 
5/4/16    8:00p.m.    60 minutes 
Ecologist Chris Morgan (Bears of the Last Frontier) travels to the jungles of Northern Sumatra to document the work being done to 
save its population of wild orangutans, which is quickly dwindling due to deforestation. Morgan spends time with orphaned orangs at 
rehabilitation centers observing the process of teaching them the survival skills they'll need to be released back into the wild. But to 
truly understand the complexity of a wild orangutan society and the skills the orangs would have learned from their mothers in the 
wild, Morgan travels to a remote patch of forest also in Northern Sumatra, a peat swamp forest known as Suaq Balimbing. Suaq is in a 
protected area and part of a World Heritage Site. Working with a team of experienced researchers, he becomes completely immersed 
in this unique social band of wild orangs who use tools, share food, forage together, and create their own distinct culture. For the first 
time, advanced cameras are used to follow the orangs throughout the canopy to provide an intimate, clear picture of how these 
arboreal apes spend their days and nights and interact with one another. 
 
The Great Polar Bear Feast 
6/22/16    8:00p.m.      60  minutes 
Investigate the problems facing a unique population of polar bears due to climate change. At the heart is an extraordinary event - the 
annual gathering of up to 80 polar bears on Barter Island in the Arctic Ocean each September. 
 
 

5. American History/Biography 
Jackie Robinson 
4/11/16 & 4/12/16   9:00p.m.     2 hours 
Robinson rises from humble origins to integrate Major League Baseball, performing brilliantly despite the threats and abuse he faces 
on and off the field and, in the process, challenges the prejudiced notions of what a black man can achieve.  In part 2 we see how 
Robinson uses his fame to speak out against injustice, alienating many who had once lauded him for “turning the other cheek.” After 
baseball, he seeks ways to fight inequality, but as he faces a crippling illness, he struggles to remain relevant. 
 
 
Janis Joplin – American Masters 
5/3/16    8:00p.m.     2 Hours 
Observe Janis Joplin’s life through intimate letters and rare footage in the first in-depth celebration of the iconic rock singer. Director 
Amy Berg presents a portrait of a complicated, driven, often beleaguered artist. Chan Marshall narrates.   
 
Genealogy Roadshow - Providence 
6/21/16    8:00p.m.     60 minutes 
Join genealogists at the Providence Public Library to research stories about Holocaust survivors; a guest's African-American relative 
who served in WWI; a man's Amish ties; a woman's roots in the whaling industry; and a Rhode Island macaroni company. 


