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1. Date: Oct 11 Time: 630am, 7am, 730am. 8am, 830am Len: 40 sec

Issue: Tropical Strom Michael

Programming: City Manager Ken Larking declares a state of emergency.  
20,000 are without power.  Flash flooding claims the lives of 3 residents 
while in or near their automobiles.  Roads are flooded, trees are downed, 
bedlam at major intersections, folks struggling to find their way home, only 
a handful of restaurants are open, likewise for grocery stores.  WBTM and 
sister station WAKG are only source of information for the citizens of 
Danville and surrounding area.  Michael puts the area in chaos! (newscasts)

2. Date: Oct 15  Time: 630am, 7am, 730am, 8am, 830am  Len: 30 sec.

Issue: Initial damage report after Michael.

Programming: City Manager Ken Larking says estimated damage is at $9 
million. $2.9 million to public infrastructure, $2.9 million to residential 
structures, $2.9 million to commercial structures.  134 homes were 
damaged, 4 destroyed, while 17 more received major damage.  As of today 
fewer than 100 residential customers are still without power.   (newscasts)

3. Date: Oct 16   Time:  630am, 7am, 730am, 8am, 830am Len: 45 sec.

Issue: Tornado

Programming: What was thought to be a tornado during Tropical Storm 
Michael turned out not to be.  Meteorologist Philip Manuel, with the National 



Weather Service, says a team from Blacksburg surveyed the area over the 
weekend, especially the Ballou Park area, Forest Hills, Howeland Circle, 
Watson Street, Virginia and College Avenues, and determined the downed 
trees came as a result of fierce straight – line winds coupled with more than 
6 inches of rain in 90 minutes causing the larger trees to topple.   (newscasts)

4.  Date:  Nov 1 Time: 630am 7am, 730am, 8am, 830am Len: 30 sec.

Issue: Jobs coming to Danville. 

Programming: Governor Ralph Northam said the Harlow Group will spend 
$8 million to expand its operations to Danville.  The governor said the 
company will employ 50 over the next 5 years with an annual wage of 
$55,000.  The company makes parts for the airplane, automotive, & other 
industries.  Harlow Fastech’s founder & CEO, Alan Pearce said he chose our 
area because of the beauty of the region & the precision machining program 
in the schools, Danville Community College, and the Institute for Advanced 
Learning and Research. (newscasts)

5.  Date Nov 9 Time: 630am, 7am, 730am, 8am, 830am Len: 25 sec.

Issue: Veteran Danville Educator named Interim president at DCC.

Programming:  Dr. Glenn DuBois, chancellor of Virginia’s Community 
Colleges, announced that Dr. Betty Jo Foster will be the interim president 
at DCC in 2019.  Foster worked at DCC for 36 years before retiring as the 
college’s academic vice president in 2004.  Foster also served as the interim 
president of Central VA Community College.  (newscasts)

6. Date: Nov 20  Time: 630am, 7am, 730am, 8am, 830am  Len: 30 sec.

Issue: SBA to provide low-interest loans for storm recovery in Danville & 
Pittsylvania County.

Programming:  Governor Ralph Northam announced that the Small       
Business Administration has opened an office at 515 Main Street; in the 
former location of the Danville registrar’s office, to provide assistance to 
those affected by the October 11th storm & flood, which left many without 
power for days.  Through the SBA program, businesses & private nonprofit 



organizations may borrow up to $2 million.  Loans up to $200,000 are 
available to homeowners.   (newscasts)

7. Date: Dec 7 Time: 630am, 7am, 730am, 8am, 830am Len: 40 sec.

Issue: Heavy Snowfall

Programming:  Meteorologist Jim Hudgins says Southside could receive up 
to a foot of snow or more.  Jim says the snowfall in Danville will occur all day 
Sunday & into the night, with the heaviest coming in the afternoon & 
evening.  (newscasts)

8. Date: Dec 21 Time: 630am, 7am, 730am, 8am 830am Len: 25 secs.

Issue: 500 new jobs headed to the city

Programming: Gov. Ralph Northam announcing the PRA Group, a VA based 
company, specializing in acquiring and collecting non-performing loans, will 
invest $15.1 million to establish a new call center in Danville.  The governor 
said hiring will begin in the spring with an average salary of $38,000.   
(newscasts)

9. Date: Dec 27 Time: 630am, 7am, 730am, 8am, 830am  Len: 35 sec.

Issue: Danville joins suit against opioid makers

Programming:  City Council heard from first responders who reported a 
sharp rise in the number of opioid overdoses over the past three years.  
Council then voted unanimously to hire counsel to file suit against the 
manufacturers & distributors of the prescription drugs that have been linked 
to hundreds of overdoses and deaths in Southside Virginia.  Vice Mayor Lee 
Vogel said taking legal action against the drug makers is just the first step in 
addressing this ongoing crisis.  Vogel said the suit alleges the drug makers 
promoted the drugs to doctors without regard to their addictive properties.   
(newscasts)


