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KOKI-TV provides its viewers with News, and public service announcements that 
address issues of concern to our local community.  Among the issues determined to 
be of most concern to the community during the preceding calendar quarter were: 

• Weather
• Education
• Municipal Issues
• Crime
• Health

This report contains a representative example of the issue-responsive programming 
aired on the station.  For more information about the station’s issue-responsive 
programming, please contact the station directly. 



1st Quarter 2021 News Report 

KOKI Local News of Public Interest: Weather 

Storms Cause Power Issues 

Date: 01/30/21 7am  Duration: :20 Naomi Keitt 

More than one thousand customers are waking up in the dark as storms continue to roll through Green 
Country this morning. Looking at a map from the Public Service Company of Oklahoma, you can see 
1,015 people are without power near 61st and Yale. Neighbors say there are transformer problems in the 
area. PSO said the power should be turned back on my 1pm this afternoon.  

Man Witnesses Rare January Tornado  

Date: 01/30/21 9pm   Duration: 2:00   Sara Whaley 

Steve Brinkers lives in Wann, which is east of Copan near the Oklahoma – Kansas border, and a town 
that our chief meteorologist James Aydelott specifically mentioned at the time in his coverage. As 
Brinkers was watching FOX23’s coverage of the incoming storm, he got an alert on his phone, stepped 
over and opened his front door and saw a tornado funnel right outside. Brinkers said he watched it 
touch down and saw debris flying for a while, and then said it slowly started to rise back up and 
disappear. Brinkers says it was intriguing to see but nothing new to him, and that he’s seen them before. 

Severe Weather Strikes State 

Date: 01/31/21 9pm  Duration: :20 Naomi Keitt 

The FOX23 Severe Weather team is getting a look at afternoon storms that turned severe Saturday. 
There were multiple tornado warnings in the northeastern part of Oklahoma. FOX23 was first on air to 
tell you about severe weather in Nowata, Craig, Delaware, and Ottawa counties. FOX23 meteorologist 
Michael Seger got some pictures of a funnel cloud near Afton, and a viewer send in pictures of a tornado 
east of Wann. 

Icy Day Causes Headaches All Over Town 

Date: 02/08/21 5pm  Duration: 2:00 Sara Whaley 

A dreary and frigid day caused dangerous conditions all over Tulsa. Car after car was stranded in all parts 
of town following the icy commute Monday morning. As of 3:30pm, the Tulsa Fire Department has 
responded to 87 wrecks. Firefighters did everything they can to stay safe, but still 6 fire trucks were hit 
by drivers who lost control or weren’t paying attention while firefighters worked the initial crashes. 
EMSA paramedics also had a busy day, rushing people in need of medical attention to the hospital. Ice 
continues to build on the grass and trees, and officials say if you have a warm place to stay, then just 
stay home.  

Extreme Cold Forces Rolling Blackouts 



Date: 02/15/21 5pm Duration: 2:00 Rick Maranon 

With so many people across the region at home trying to keep warm, there is a major strain on area 
utilities, both electric and natural gas. Earlier today, there were temporary blackouts in cities like Inola 
and parts of Sand Springs that PSO initiated on its own because of capacity issues and the strain on their 
system. Because so many people are trying to heat their homes and cook with natural gas, the 
Oklahoma Corporation Commission who regulates both electricity and gas utilities across the state was 
told that unless more gas is put into the system that serves the state, then even more rolling power 
outages will happen because there is simply not enough fuel to meet demand. Commissioners voted 
unanimously to allow more Oklahoma gas wells to release more gas than usual to help right now and 
those wells can stay open at their increased capacity for 14 days. PSO is asking customers to turn down 
their thermostats and hold off on running large household appliances like dishwashers and washing 
machines to help preserve energy.  

Historic Cold Strains Local Wildlife 

Date: 02/18/21 9pm Duration: 2:00 Scott Martin 

Wintertime in general is a tough time for those animals in the wild, but this extreme cold is causing 
more issues than normal on the local deer, ducks, birds, and other wildlife in the area. Even the Tulsa 
Zoo is getting creative for its animals. Keepers moved the tortoises into the hallway of their building 
with heating pads to keep them warm. They have also moved the exotic birds indoor because of the 
extreme cold. Staff is on hand 24/7 with generators in case the power goes out. Game wardens say if 
you don’t mind critters in your neighborhood, leave some food out in the bird feeders. 

Dry Weather Creates Grass Fire Conditions 

Date: 03/08/21 9pm  Duration: 2:00 Brooklyn DeGumbia 

For a couple of days now, wind and dry conditions have had firefighters across northeast Oklahoma 
responding to grass fires. Earlier this evening, firefighters in Creek County say a fire near Bristow is now 
contained. The Freedom Hill fire department was just one of several volunteer agencies working to 
contain large brush fires throughout Creek county. They first sparked on Saturday, but high winds 
rekindled fires all day today. Hundreds of acres of burned land in Sapulpa/Bristow area hear Highway 33 
made it hard to breathe with all the smoke lingering around. Resident Wayne Cooper lives in Bristow 
and said he managed no property damage, but the building next door wasn’t so lucky. He said he 
watched it burn to the ground in just 15 minutes on Monday.  

Storm System Sweeps Across Country 

Date: 03/18/21 5pm   Duration: 2:00  Clay Loney 

Hail and dark clouds came with storms in the area that prompted some tornado warnings just west of 
the Tulsa metro yesterday from a system that has the southeast portion of the country cleaning up after 
a tornado outbreak. At least 24 preliminary reports of tornadoes wreaking havoc on 5 southern states 
Wednesday according to the National Weather Service Storm Prediction Center. Heavy rains brought 
flooding to Arkansas and in Mississippi, swift water rescues were needed in Jackson. The system is now 
threatening Georgia and the Carolinas.  



Weather Causes Sky High Utility Bills 

Date: 03/31/21 6pm  Duration: 2:00 Tanya Modersitzki 

As many of us open our gas bills from February, some of us are noticing a slight increase. But for 
commercial building owners, the increase is major. Between recovering from the pandemic and now 
natural gas bills from the historic cold snap last month, some business owners are worrying if they can 
afford to stay open. The city of Tulsa is seeing hefty amounts for a total of 40 properties across the city 
including police and file stations. James Wagner with the city says there’s no way they could have 
budgeted for such extreme weather conditions. For residents, Wagner says your gas bills are regulated 
through the Corporation Commission. But commercial properties go through third parties and aren’t 
regulated. 





KOKI Local News of Public Interest:                            Education 
 
Students Return to Classrooms After Break 
 
Date: 01/04/21 5pm   Duration: 2:00   Amanda Hari 
 
With the Holiday break behind us, some students in the Jenks and Union districts are returning to the 
classroom today. Both districts are taking it one day at a time and are prepared to move back to 
distance learning if needed. Director of Communications for Jenks Rob Loeber says right now only 
grades Pre-K through 6 are in person while the case numbers remain higher at the secondary level. This 
set-up is the same thing Jenks did after Thanksgiving break and it worked well. Union has all of their 
grade levels back in person and both districts say they have enough subs and bus drivers to run the 
schools safely. Union leaders say they expect to being updating the COVID numbers on their website 
again starting today as well. 
 
Schools Plan In-Person Graduations for 2021 
 
Date: 01/12/21 5pm    Duration: 2:00   Tanya Modersitzki 
 
School leaders across the metro are saying in-person graduations are a go and most have dates set, but 
many districts have alternative plans in their back pockets in case COVID numbers don’t decline. Broken 
Arrow’s Director of Student Engagement Christian Welborn says this year they surveyed families to see 
what they’re comfortable with. Welborn says the set date is May 20th, but that could change. In Bixby, 
Superintendent Bob Miller says they will have a definitive answer by April 1st for parents, but they are 
planning for the weekend of May 21st. The backup date if they need to hold graduation outside is May 
27th. Union is also finalizing their plans this week.  
 
Broken Arrow Pivots to Virtual 
 
Date: 01/21/21 5pm   Duration: 2:00   Tanya Modersitzki 
 
Several Broken Arrow Public Schools are pivoting to virtual learning today after more than 1600 
students and staff are in quarantine and nearly 200 confirmed cases within the district. The district took 
to their Facebook page to explain the pivot, saying because of the spike in cases and those quarantining 
that Broken Arrow High School, the Freshman Academy, Centennial Middle School, and Liberty 
Elementary are moving to distance learning effective tomorrow and will return February 2nd. Catoosa 
Public Schools also announced they will be shifting to virtual as well and will return on February 8th.  
 
TPS Partners with TCC for College Coursework 
 
Date: 02/04/21 5pm   Duration: 2:00   Tanya Modersitzki 
 
Tulsa Public Schools students now have the option to get ahead of their college coursework while in high 
school. With the program, students can earn a high school diploma and an associate’s degree at the 
same time. McLain High School principal Renee Rabovsky says the new TPS program called Early College 
High School partners with Tulsa Community College to allow students to earn dual credits. Eighth 
graders can enroll in the program while picking out freshman classes. Then by the time they graduate 
high school, they’ll earn their associates too. There’s no GPA requirement and the best part is it’s free. 



Memorial High School principal Rebecca Grooms says it really cuts college costs and adds funding for the 
program comes from TPS, TCC, and the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education.  
 
Extreme Cold Keeps Kids Out of School 
 
Date: 02/17/21 5pm   Duration: :20   Clay Loney 
 
The winter weather across the region continues to keep kids out of school. The Broken Arrow district 
announced schools will be closed the rest of the week, however all students will continue with distance 
learning. No meals will be distributed at any school state. Other districts like Jenks and Union are also 
closed but announced they will be using snow days built into the school calendar instead.  
 
Spartan Holds Open House 
 
Date: 02/27/21 9pm   Duration: :20   Justin Ayer 
 
A group of local students got to learn about the power of flight today. Spartan School of Aeronautics 
held a small open house for prospective students. They got the chance to speak with panels of guests 
from the aviation industry, as well as Spartan alumni. Demonstration flights with instructors were also 
available on a first come, first served basis. Due to COVID restrictions, only 24 prospective students 
could attend today’s open house and masks were strictly enforced. 
 
Charter School opts to Remain Closed 
 
Date: 03/03/21 5pm   Duration: 2:00   Tanya Modersitzki 
 
The Tulsa School of Arts and Sciences announced today that students would not be returning to their 
classrooms for the rest of the school year. Chief administrator Ellen Dollarhide says the school took a 
survey and 62 percent of parents and 33 percent of students voted for hybrid learning but 100 percent 
of teachers voted to stay in distance learning. Dollarhide says many teachers will receive their second 
vaccine dose on March 25th, leaving 9 weeks left of school and there just isn’t enough time to prepare a 
return. Dollarhide also said they will send parents and teachers surveys on how they can prepare for the 
fall to make sure everyone’s safe when they do return to the classroom. 
 
TPS Expands Breakfast Options 
 
Date: 03/22/21 15pm   Duration: 2:00   Julia Gorman  
 
The Tulsa Public School district launched a Second Chance Breakfast program Monday so students who 
are late or maybe have extracurricular activities before school are still fueled up for the day. Breakfast 
meals will be offered between first and second period at all middle, junior, and high schools within TPS. 
The meals will be on carts in the hallways where students can easily grab a meal and move on to their 
next class. Meals include items like muffins, breakfast sandwiches, yogurt parfaits, and fresh fruit. Tulsa 
Public Schools executive chef Tim Anderson says this program is vital in making sure students are ready 
to go each day at school. The district says there are 28 carts, all provided by Midwest Dairy at no cost. 
TPS says the meals for all students are completely free and available to every student in the included 
schools. 
 



Non-Profit Offers Summer Camp 
 
Date: 03/31/21 5pm   Duration: 2:00   Julia Gorman 
 
Tulsa non-profit The Opportunity Project is working on a menu of summer programs for students. After 
a tiring year in the classroom for so many students, The Opportunity Project wants to make the 
transition to next school year a little better. Caroline Shaw, the executive director for The Opportunity 
Project, says the goal is to line up high-quality, personal, fun summer programs for families to choose 
from for their children at little to no cost. One of the programs parents can choose from is the Bike Club, 
which teaches kids in and outside of Tulsa schools how to ride a bike.  
 
 
 





KOKI Local News of Public Interest:                               Municipal Issues 
 
Street Projects Begin Construction 
 
Date: 01/04/21 5pm   Duration: 2:00   Amanda Gilbert  
 
Drivers need to be aware of two construction projects that started today. The first is at the very busy 
intersection of 61st and Yale, where lanes have already been reduced. EMSA is asking people to consider 
avoiding the intersection all together, as the St Francis Hospital sits at one corner, but there are 
alternative routes planned for ambulances. Crews started reducing lanes in the area for a project that 
will replace waterlines, roads, and traffic signals. The project is expected to last into July. The second 
project is at Pine and Lewis, where lanes are being reduced for a different construction project expected 
to last into May.  
 
Tulsa Holds MLK Parade 
 
Date: 01/15/21 5pm   Duration: 2:00   Amanda Gilbert 
 
The city of Tulsa honored the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr today during the annual MLK 
Parade downtown. The parade looked very different this year without people watching from the streets, 
but the floats and bands and groups marching still could feel a good energy. Organizer Pleas Thompson 
says this year’s theme is Standing Strong: For Justice, Truth, and Freedom. This year, there were 70 
floats and vehicles instead of the usual hundreds, and extra security along the route. Tulsa mayor GT 
Bynum said today is a good reminder of the challenges our country and community still face in the fight 
for equality.  
 
Broken Arrow Gives State of the City  
 
Date: 01/19/21 5pm   Duration: 2:00   Tanya Modersitzki 
 
The city of Broken Arrow gave their State of the City report today. Despite the impact of the pandemic 
on our nation’s economy, BA says they are in good shape. City Manager Michael Spurgeon says sales tax 
is above expectations and adds that the city is in good shape for fiscal year 2021. While many local 
governments may have seen deficits, furloughs, and layoffs, Spurgeon says he believes it’s because the 
city and the chamber pushed for small businesses and that they budgeted well for the pandemic and 
took care of their city employees. Spurgeon says the city will continue to work with the chamber to 
promote small businesses and to shop local through initiatives so small businesses don’t have to close. 
For 2021, they plan to focus on financial stability, leadership, and the quality of life in Broken Arrow.  
 
Fire Dept Receives Protective Vests 
 
Date: 02/10/21 5pm   Duration: :20   Sara Whaley 
 
The Tulsa Fire Department is receiving 6 ballistic vests to provide protection during active shooter 
events. The vests are being donated by Shield 616, a non-profit organization that gives protective 
equipment to first responders. Firefighters were fitted for the custom vests today. Fire chief Mike Bater 
says it’s important to have the right tools for the job. The donation was funded by the Chapman 
Foundation, the Hardesty Foundation, and the Mike Case Foundation. 



 
Tulsa Water Situation Improves 
 
Date: 02/22/21 5pm   Duration: 2:00   Scott Martin  
 
Tulsa’s water situation is improving after last week’s historic cold snap. The latest list of waterline breaks 
shows they are down to about 50, but those breaks are still affecting more than 600 people and 70 
businesses. Everyone who uses Tulsa city water is still being asked to conserve and boil their water 
before drinking it if you experience low pressure or discoloration. There are five water stations set up at 
the Exchange Center at the fairgrounds for folks to come and fill up water jugs. City trucks are loaded 
down with pallets of bottled water as well. There are also water trucks at the McClure Community 
Center and LaFortune Park. They are open around the clock and monitored by TPD.  
 
Gathering Place Receives Another Accolade 
 
Date: 02/26/21 5pm   Duration: :20   Clay Loney 
 
Another national recognition for Tulsa’s Gathering Place, which has been named USA Today’s Best City 
Park of 20-21. The park now has more than 20 regional and national awards. The executive director says 
it’s the layout and all the activities that makes the Gathering Place stand out from all the rest. Believe it 
or not, the giant park is still expanding with the Tulsa Children’s Museum Discovery Lab at the 
centerpiece of the phase 2 development. The new phase is expected to open in the fall.  
 
Golden Driller Gets Facelift 
 
Date: 03/04/21 9pm   Duration: :20   Shae Rozzi 
 
For the first time since it was built, Tulsa’s Golden Driller Plaza is getting some major upgrades. If you 
drive by, you’ll see work is underway on the first significant renovation since 1966. Improvements will 
include new drop off lanes, an LED marquee, a fresh coat of paint, and a new base for the iconic Driller. 
The 3-million-dollar project is funded by Expo Square and Vision Tulsa sales tax revenue. The 
renovations are expected to be done just in time for the Tulsa State Fair starting September 30th. 
 
Senegence Invests in Sapulpa 
 
Date: 03/11/21 5pm   Duration: 2:00   Naomi Keitt 
 
An international make-up company is making a big investment in Sapulpa. Senegence has purchased 
several buildings downtown, including a drive-in theater that’s been closed for decades. The company 
purchased more than a dozen properties to help in the city’s effort to revitalize Sapulpa. Senegence has 
converted what used to be City Hall to an event space where they host community meetings and have 
their offices, as well as renovating the second floor for an AirBNB and the third to a loft. A giant screen 
will soon go into Waypoint Lounge, which will be perfect for gamers. Will Berry with D.C. Bass 
construction has also purchased a number of buildings in the efforts to bring more outside companies to 
Sapulpa. On the outskirts of downtown, crews are already working on the old Tee-Pee Drive-In Theater 
and hope to get it up and running by next spring with food trucks, concerts, and old cars.  
 
 



Jenks Outlet Mall Update 
 
Date: 03/31/21 5pm   Duration: :20   Shae Rozzi 
 
The Jenks City Council voted to re-up an agreement with the developer of the city’s outlet mall. Simon 
Malls, the developer, wanted to continue the agreement but it expired in February. Construction on the 
site has been halted for months due to the pandemic. The 340,000 square foot outlet mall was expected 
to open this year.  
  





 

KOKI Local News of Public Interest:                             Crime 
 
Police Investigate 3rd Homicide of the Year 
 
Date 01/11/21 5pm   Duration: 2:00   Sara Whaley 
 
Tulsa Police are investigating the city’s 3rd homicide of the year tonight. This afternoon, detectives 
identified the victim as 23-year-old Johnny Dean. There were several witnesses who saw most 
everything that happened, which is fortunate for Tulsa Homicide detectives as they try to find out who is 
responsible. It happened at the Parc 1010 Apartments, formally Wellsford Oaks which is near 66th and 
Riverside. Lt. Brandon Watkins says the victim was in some kind of fight before being shot multiple 
times. Watkins says their job now is to figure out what caused the fight are asking for help from the 
public. They are asking anyone with information to call Crimestoppers.  
 
Power Tools Stolen from Business 
 
Date: 01/15/21 5pm   Duration: 2:00   Sara Whaley 
 
A small, family owned business was hit by thieves and the owner is hoping for help identifying the 
suspect. Roy McCullough says he’s done concrete and construction work here in Tulsa since 1991 and 
his business has thrived, even doing okay during the pandemic. But a recent break-in at his shop has 
been a huge setback. McCullough says a thief was there for about 20 minutes after finding a way to shut 
off the alarm and stole about $10 to $15,000 worth of stuff. The theft, along with the damage to the 
metal building where the suspect cut his way inside has created a huge financial burden. Police say 
beyond stealing tools, the suspect also rummaged through the business office to find McCullough’s 
truck keys so he could haul his bounty away. Detectives did recover the truck but none of the tools so 
far. The break-in happened at the end of November and police have been following leads but have since 
come up empty handed. There is a $1000 reward for information.  
 
Body Found in Chandler Park 
 
Date: 01/25/21 9pm   Duration: 2:00   Justin Ayer 
 
Tulsa deputies say a group of people walking their dogs found a woman’s body today at Chandler Park, 
covered in leaves. Officers say the victim was a woman, about 5 feet, 105 pounds with short dark hair. 
She was named and badly wounded, which made it look like she had been laying there up to a week. 
Casey Roebuck with the Sheriff’s office says they’re reaching out to other agencies on missing persons 
cases but haven’t heard back. She also says it’s possible the victim wasn’t reported missing at all. Crews 
say what happened at the park isn’t a reflection of the park itself and discussed surveillance video and 
the resources they’ve used for crimes at Chandler park in the past that could be of use to this case.  
 
Police Investigate Murder Suicide in Sand Springs 
 
Date: 02/09/21 5pm   Duration: 2:00   Justin Ayer 
 



Police are investigating a murder suicide in Sand Springs today, saying two teenage girls were shot to 
death by their father and then the dad killed himself. Police say the wife called police when she was at 
work in Tulsa, saying her husband made comments that he would kill their children and then himself. 
When police showed up, they couldn’t find the father so they asked the mom to come home so they 
could search the house. That’s when they found the two teenage girls and their dad dead in separate 
rooms of the house. They say a handgun was used. This comes just 9 days after Sand Springs police 
responded to a similar murder suicide call. OSBI is on their way to investigate this crime further.  
 
Remains Found in West Tulsa 
 
Date: 02/22/21 5pm   Duration: 2:00   Sara Whaley 
 
Tulsa investigators say a photographer in west Tulsa found a human skull today near the Gilcrease 
museum in a wooded area. Detectives were out in the area for more than 4 hours with an 
anthropologist from the medical examiner’s office, and suspect the victim was murdered based on the 
damage to the skull. Lt. Brandon Watkins says they have no real leads to work with right now. The 
investigation is centered in Stuart Park and the medical examiner’s office is working to identify the 
remains.  
 
Teenager Faces Charges After Car Chase 
 
Date: 02/26/21 5pm   Duration: 2:00   Brooklyn DeGumbia 
 
A 14-year-old is now facing two charges of first-degree murder following a police chase yesterday that 
ended in a deadly crash. OHP says the suspect stole a truck and led troopers on a 15-minute chase, 
ending in a crash when he t-boned another SUV with three people inside. Troopers say 31-year-old 
Lanise Dade and another young female were killed in the crash and a young male was injured. 
Authorities are still looking for three additional suspects who were in a vehicle with the teen when the 
troopers say he got out and stole the other vehicle used in the chase.  
 
Officer Involved Shooting with Federal Agents 
 
Date: 03/03/21 5pm   Duration: 2:00   Mariah Ellis   
 
Tulsa police worked with the DEA to serve a drug warrant today at a house near 11th and 129th East 
Avenue. When agents identified themselves, someone inside fired a shot and one agent fired back. 5 
people were detained, but charges were not listed at the time. Right now, the Tulsa County Jail only lists 
one DEA hold around the time the shooting happened. There is no indication where or what’s happened 
to the other 4 people. A background check on the home revealed no previous records. Investigators say 
they have a lot to do to sort out what happened. 
 
Woman Arrested for Smashing Windshields 
 
Date: 03/12/21 5pm   Duration: 2:00   Tanya Modersitzki 
 
Police say they have arrested a woman for hanging out her car window and swinging a crowbar at any 
car that tried to pass her. Davionna Barnes was arrested on Thursday for driving down the middle of the 
road near 64th and Peoria and damaging a windshield with a crowbar. As if a shattered windshield 



wasn’t bad enough, the victim also got glass in their eye. Police say Barnes was only going about 10 MPH 
and it happened just after sunset around 7pm. Officer Danny Bean says it’s hard to even tell people how 
they should have handled it. Making the story even more bizarre, Officer Bean says the victim and 
Barnes did not know each other so this was a totally random act. Barnes’ bond is set at $25,000 and she 
faces one charge of assault with a deadly weapon.   
 
Police Bust Car Theft Ring 
 
Date: 03/26/21 5pm   Duration 2:00   Tanya Modersitzki 
 
Tulsa Police say they busted a car theft ring like they’ve never seen before. Police say three men stole $2 
million worth of cars and resold them across the country. Investigators say the three suspects, all 25 and 
younger, are accused of stealing 34 vehicles in the last 4 months, some of which are luxury cars like a 
Bentley SUV and a BMW. According to TPD, they are looking into charging two more people. 
Investigators say the suspects were arrested at their home in Bixby and while serving a search warrant 
they found 17 cars. Among the cars was a 200 thousand-dollar Bentley which investigators say came 
from a car dealership. Major Richard Alexander says the suspects also stole cars from Hertz and Avis 
rental companies. He adds that the suspects made fake titles before selling them to people across the 
country and wants the public to remember to always do a background check before buying a car. There 
are more than 50 felony charges filed against the suspects.  



KOKI Local News of Public Interest:                             Health 
 
Vaccine Doses Increasing 
 
Date: 01/04/21 5pm   Duration: 2:00   Rick Maranon 
 
For some areas of Oklahoma, there’s now enough vaccine left from Phase 1 recipients that the state 
says it’s time to share the love with more people. Monday, the State Department of Health announced 
that some of those listed in Phase 2 can now get the COVID-19 vaccine. The select groups withing Phase 
2 to get vaccinated are now non-frontline healthcare workers, first responders, and those 65 and older. 
Deputy Health Commissioner Keith Reed says while there is enough vaccine to being expansion into 
group 2, there isn’t enough to tell everyone in group 2 their time has come. Beginning Phase 2 does not 
mean the state is done with Phase 1 by any means, it just means some areas are moving faster than 
others when it comes to vaccinating people according to the state’s plan. 
 
TPS Vaccinates Staff 
 
Date: 01/13/21 5pm   Duration: 2:00   Naomi Keitt 
 
Employees at Tulsa Public Schools are taking a big step today toward putting COVID behind them. TPS 
partnered with the Tulsa Health Department to provide vaccinations for some staff members. Carver 
Middle School ‘s gym was filled with school nurses, healthcare assistants, and employees 65 and older 
who lined up to get their shot. The district says about 500 employees fall into the category. 
Superintendent Dr. Deborah Gist says the vaccine distribution is a huge step and a tangible step toward 
the end of this pandemic. For some teachers, they say it outs their mind at east as we deal with the virus 
across the state and hopefully will make the classroom a safer place for them and their students. 
Employees will come back in a few weeks to get their second shot.  
 
Thousands of Vaccine Appointments Open Up 
 
Date: 01/25/21 5pm   Duration: 2:00   Rick Maranon 
 
The Tulsa Health Department is preparing for what they hope will be a permanent increase in the 
number of vaccines coming in weekly from the federal government. Last week, we reported that the 
Oklahoma State Department of Health was concerned that too many Tulsa county residents were 
travelling two or three counties away to get the vaccine so they are shifting more doses to the THD to 
allow more people to be vaccinated closer to home. The first boost on top of the usual shipment will 
begin this week, and THD Emergency Response Manager Angela Etgen says there are more than 5,000 
extra appointments that opened up. While the state is sending just under 8,000 extra doses to Tulsa 
county, not all of them will be at the fairground’s distribution site. Some will go to community partners 
who have been specially assigned to older recipients, some in nursing homes.  
 
Megapod Plans on Hold 
 
Date: 02/09/21 5pm   Duration: 2:00   Rick Maranon 
 
Oklahoma deputy Health Commissioner Keith Reed says that for now, the state is pulling the plug on the 
idea of using a “megapod” in the Oklahoma City and Tulsa metros after FEMA told the Oklahoma State 



Department of Health that the vaccines they would use would have to come out of the state’s weekly 
federal allotment, which could slow down or even halt how the state is vaccinating people now. Reed 
says when it was determined the megapods did not come with their own doses from a separate federal 
stockpile, the plans were postponed so the system the state has already set up and has received 
national praise for won’t be impacted. Reed says if a time where there is a good supply of vaccine to 
meet demand, they will go back to FEMA and try to have megapods that have their own allotment of 
doses while the state carries on it’s regular vaccine operations.   
 
Teachers Receive Vaccines 
 
Date: 02/22/21 5pm   Duration: 2:00   Amanda Gilbert 
 
Starting today, a new phase of people are eligible for the COVID vaccine. On the list are those with 
underlying conditions such as asthma, cancer, diabetes as well as teachers. The Bartlesville School 
District was able to get most of their employees vaccinated today as more than 300 Bartlesville teachers 
and staff got their first dose throughout the morning. Superintendent Chuck McCuly says they found out 
last minute about the phase opening and switched to distance learning for the day to help teachers take 
off work to get their dose. Broken Arrow says they will switch to distance learning on Thursday and 
Friday so many of their teachers and staff can get vaccinated as well. They say they have around 1,400 
doses ready to go. 
 
FDA Endorses Johnson & Johnson Vaccine 
 
Date: 02/26/21 5pm   Duration: 2:00   Rick Maranon  
 
The FDA just endorsed Johnson & Johnson’s single shot COVID vaccine this afternoon, and now it’s up to 
them to authorize it for emergency use. If that happens this weekend, they could start shipping the 
vaccines as early as Monday, which could open more appointments across the state. Oklahoma deputy 
Health Commissioner says the doses are delayed about a week due to the winter weather across much 
of the region, and that there could be fewer appointments until the shipments catch back up. Reed 
expects that come next Thursday there could be a flood of new appointments, and that we will see a 
boost in the number of doses we will get over the next few weeks.   
 
Phase 3 of Vaccinations Announced 
 
Date: 03/08/21 5pm   Duration: 2:00   Rick Maranon 
 
The Oklahoma State Department of Health announced just over an hour ago that phase 3 will be eligible 
for the COVID vaccine appointments starting tomorrow morning. That’s an estimated 2 million more 
people statewide. This is the second to last phase of the state’s rollout program and we are told that 
with Pfizer and Moderna increasing how many doses they are sending us, they believe they can 
accommodate hundreds of thousands more people and everyone can be fully vaccinated and on to their 
normal lives by the 4th of July. It will take a while to get through phase 2 and phase 3, and then we will 
move on to phase 4 in likely mid to late April. Phase 4 is estimated to be about a half a million 
Oklahomans who don’t fit into the definitions of the other phases. Appointments on the state’s portal 
and appointments with the Walmart Community Pharmacy partners will open to phase 3 folks 
tomorrow morning.  
 



American Airlines Rollout Vaccines for Employees at Tulsa Base 
 
Date: 03/16/21 5pm   Duration: 2:00   Rick Maranon 
 
American Airlines is in the middle of a COVID vaccine rollout for every employee at the Tulsa 
maintenance base who wants it. The mayor’s office and the governor’s office were both able to 
advocate for some doses to come out of the state’s weekly allotment from the federal government and 
help get this specific workforce taken care of. Base director Ed Sangricco says when the state opened up 
the vaccine to phase 3 essential workers, everyone at the base was automatically eligible to start getting 
it, and when they found out the state was giving the base a special amount, they started setting up 
appointments. It is not required for employees to get the vaccine, but American is incentivizing their 
employees to get it by bringing it to them so they don’t have to take time off.  
 
OBI Asks for Donations 
 
Date: 03/29/21 5pm   Duration: :20   Shae Rozzi 
 
The Oklahoma Blood Institute wants to remind the public that there is no wait to donate blood after 
receiving either of the COVID-19 vaccines. This announcement comes with a drop in donations as more 
Oklahomans get vaccinated. OBI says being vaccinated does not make someone ineligible to give blood, 
though if you do have some side effects or don’t feel well, wait until you feel better to donate.  







 
 
1st Quarter Report 2021 
Station: KOKI-TV FOX23 
 
HOW WE SERVE OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY: 
 
FOX23 News Programming: Local newscasts providing information on weather, crime, 
safety, family issues and education. 
• FOX23 News This Morning — 4:30am-9:00am (weekdays);  

6:00am-10:00am (Saturdays); 6:00am-9:00am (Sundays) 
• FOX23 News at 11 — 11:00am-12:00pm (weekdays) 
• FOX23 News at 5 — 5:00pm-6:00pm (weekdays); 

5:00pm-5:30pm (weekends) 
• FOX23 News at 6 — 6:00pm-6:30pm (weekdays) 
• FOX23 News at 9 — 9:00pm-10:00pm (every night)  
• FOX23 News at 10 — 10:00pm-10:30pm (weeknights and Sundays)  

Severe Weather Coverage: FOX23 News is committed to being on-air and online, 
giving the latest conditions as severe weather moves into the KOKI-TV viewing area. 
FOX23's team of meteorologists provide frequent on-air updates leading up to, and 
continuing throughout the period when people need to be preparing for severe weather. 
During that time, FOX23 leads every newscast with weather and the entire news team 
is involved in providing the latest information on current conditions and damage across 
our viewing area.  

Coronavirus Coverage: FOX23 News provided extended coverage of the COVID-19 
pandemic to keep our viewers informed of the health risk, how to protect their families, 
and the wide-reaching economic impact on our local communities. FOX23 broadcast a 
number of national, state, and city news conferences live, to provide viewers with the 
latest information and instructions.  

Partnership with the Ad Council - On-air PSA campaign in cooperation with the Ad 
Council. 
 
Amber Alerts for Child Abductions - participants. 
 
EAS - participants. 
  
Children’s Programming - 3 hours per week 
 
Black History Month – Throughout the month of February, FOX23 News promoted and 
aired several local stories on the subject of “Black History in the Making.” These stories 



featured members of Tulsa’s black community who are playing prominent roles in 
improving the lives of their fellow Tulsans. 
 
St. Jude Radiothon – FOX23 teamed up with our radio partner K95.5 to promote an 
annual 2-day radiothon on February 25-26, 2021 to raise money for St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital’s work in fighting childhood cancer. FOX23 News provided live 
interviews and updates with the K95.5 team, encouraging viewers to donate. This year’s 
radiothon raised over $180,000 for St. Jude. 
 
Big Spring Clean – FOX23—together with the other Cox Media Group Tulsa TV and 
radio stations—partnered with the Metropolitan Environmental Trust (M.e.t.) to promote 
and host a Big Spring Clean recycling event for the Tulsa community on March 6, 2021. 
The event collected tires, paper, cardboard, electronic waste, batteries, ammunition, 
plastic bags, and medication. In total, the event diverted more than 123,000 pounds of 
recyclable items from ending up in a local landfill.  
 
 
 
 
 

1st Quarter Community Appearances 
 
 
 

Naomi Keitt 
• January – March – Reading Partners Tutor. Participated as a tutor for the 

Reading partners organization every week since October, meeting with a student 
to help improve their reading and vocabulary skills. 1 hour weekly for 1 person. 
 

Shae Rozzi 
• March 1st – Read Across America. Made a recording reading a book for teachers 

to play in their classrooms. .5 hours for 20 people. 
• March 6th – Big Spring Clean. Volunteered at the Cox Media Group sponsored 

event helping to recycle many household items. 2.5 hours for 1000 people. 
• March 9th – Salvation Army Women’s Auxiliary meeting. Attended a memorial 

service for two members who passed away, as well as discussed money raised 
from the fashion show. 2 hours for 10 people. 

 
Ron Terrell 

• January 14th – Clark Youth Theater board meeting. Attended the meeting to 
discuss budget. 2 hours for 8 people. 

• January 16th – Meals on Wheels PAWS. Delivered dog and cat food to people in 
the community. 2 hours for 10 people. 

• February 13th – Meals on Wheels. Delivered food to people in the community. 2 
hours for 10 people. 



• February 23rd – Young Men’s Service League career fair. Talked to high school
students virtually about a career in broadcasting. 2 hours for 100 people.

• February 27th - Meals on Wheels PAWS. Delivered dog and cat food to people in
the community. 2 hours for 10 people.

• March 11th - Clark Youth Theater board meeting. Attended the meeting to
discuss budget. 2 hours for 8 people.

• March 20th - Meals on Wheels PAWS. Delivered dog and cat food to people in
the community. 2 hours for 10 people.

Mike Grogan 
• March 11th – Weather Presentation. Held a virtual weather presentation for two

Union elementary schools and read a book to the students. 1 hour for 50 people.
• March 23rd – Food on the Move. Distributed food and household items to families

in need during the Tulsa Strong event at OSU Tulsa. 5 hours for 1000 people.
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