


3rd Quarter 2020 News Report 
 
KOKI Local News of Public Interest:                           Weather 
 
State in High Level of Drought 
 
Date: 07/02/20 9pm   Duration: :20   Lynn Casey 
 
Despite the rain, Oklahoma is in a serious drought right now. A time lapse image shows dry conditions 
spreading across the state. The image starts at March 31st and goes until June 30th. Statewide, this is the 
largest drought coverage Oklahoma has seen since August 2018. 
 
Summer Storm Causes Power Outages 
 
Date: 07/12/20 6am   Duration: 2:00   Amanda Hari 
 
Powerful storms overnight left thousands of people in the dark this morning. More than 14,000 
customers are waiting for the power to be restored. The Public Service Company of Oklahoma says most 
of the outages are due to downed trees that took out power lines. The intersection of Apache and Yale 
is currently a 4-way stop while the traffic signals are out. PSO says last night about 37,000 customers 
were without power, and now the number is down to about 13,000. The storms started pushing through 
shortly after 9pm on Saturday night, bringing heavy rain, lightning, and neighbors in Delaware county 
even reported seeing hail. 
 
Pandemic Forces Cooling Centers to Close 
 
Date: 07/17/20 6pm   Duration: 2:00   Rick Maranon 
 
Green Country is headed into its hottest stretch of the year this weekend, but unfortunately due to the 
ongoing pandemic, several public cooling stations have been forced to close for safety. EMSA is 
recommending folks check on their close family and friends, and to risk it and have people you are close 
with come over if they need to, so they don’t get overheated. There are still two cooling centers open 
where people can get AC and water and just camp out for a while. One is at the John 3:16 Mission 
downtown, and the other is Tulsa county’s Social Services Center. EMSA stresses not to hesitate to call 
911 for help with heat injuries because you are concerned about being sent to a hospital with COVID 
patients.  
 
Storm Damage in Mayes County 
 
Date: 08/07/20 5pm   Duration: 2:00   Amanda Hari 
 
Strong wind and storms early this morning caused damage for some residents in Mayes county. No one 
was hurt, and although some things were destroyed, residents are in high spirits. A barn was ripped 
from its foundation and many trees were snapped in half. Resident Bessie Scheffel says she woke up this 
morning to the sound of the wind and the electricity was out. She says she was nervous their roof was 
going to come off, but luckily it stayed intact. Her barn suffered a worse fate and is unable to be fixed, 
and her trees were snapped, and flowers destroyed. Despite the damage, Scheffel didn’t seem upset, 
saying they’ve seen many storms while living in this home near Pryor.  



 
Rare Derecho Rips Midwest 
 
Date: 08/21/20 9pm   Duration: 2:00   Shae Rozzi 
 
Video taken by a business owner shows the terrifying moment that a derecho ripped through the 
Midwest earlier this month, bringing 100mph winds and flooding. Brendan McCormick, owner of 
McCormick Painting Services in Iowa was stuck inside his business when the storm struck. McCormick 
reported seeing a really dark cloud coming from the west and got a call from his friend in Des Moines 
that a storm was coming. Brendan said that’s when he saw street signs bent over and trees bending in 
the wind, so he decided to stay put instead of trying to drive home. He took cover in the bathroom of 
the building, shooting video on his phone of his experience. You can see the roof shaking, the garage 
door cracking, and then a hole being punched in the roof. McCormick says a minute later, the entire roof 
was ripped off the building. The derecho caused a third of Iowa customers to lose power, and later hit 
downtown Chicago. The storm caused so much damage it even started fires. 
 
Hurricane Laura Gains Strength 
 
Date: 08/24/20 5pm   Duration: :20   Shae Rozzi 
 
Hurricane Laura is gaining strength and causing mandatory evacuation orders for more than a half-
million people along the gulf coast. Nic Hunter, mayor of Lake Charles, Louisiana says the storm surge 
could be worse than Rita. Residents in Lake Charles have already pulled their boats out of the docks to 
prepare for the surge. In Houston, evacuation boats and high-water resources are standing by. As a 
tropical storm, Laura killed at least 9 people in the Caribbean, and may bring storm surges of 7 to 11 feet 
along the coast.  
 
Task Force Returns After Hurricane 
 
Date: 09/03/20 5pm   Duration: 2:00   Sara Whaley 
 
Members of the Oklahoma Task Force One are back home now after spending several days in Louisiana, 
conducting searches and helping people affected by Hurricane Laura. Several Tulsa firefighters are on 
the task force, including Captain Spencer Gardner who says they searched thousands of homes to see if 
anyone needed any further assistance and let them know they are there if needed. Captain Matt 
Shearer is also on the team and says they met some great people, including a man who’s family bought 
the land where he lived in the late 1800s. Gardner says everyone was grateful for their help, and that 
the team is prepared to pack up and head out again if another hurricane hits the states this season. 
 
Hurricane Sally Slams Gulf Coast  
 
Date: 09/17/20 9pm      Duration: 2:00      Clay Loney 
 
Across southern Alabama and the Florida panhandle, the damage from Hurricane Sally is extensive. The 
storm’s heavy rains means many areas will continue to suffer for days to come. In neighboring Georgia, 
the rain-soaked ground could no longer hold a large tree, which collapsed on a home and took one 
person’s life. There are power outages across the southeast, with hundreds of thousands of homes and 
businesses in the dark. With seven more systems brewing out to sea, the coastal states could be 



cleaning up for weeks to come. Oklahoma Task Force One was deployed to Florida earlier in the week to 
help with the cleanup. 
 
Tropical Storm Beta Eyes Texas 
 
Date: 09/21/20 5pm   Duration: :20   Shae Rozzi 
 
The FOX23 Severe Weather team is tracking Tropical Storm Beta as it zeroes in on the Texas shore. The 
rough waves and strong winds broke a pier in Galveston today. Beta has 60mph winds and could make 
landfall late tonight or early Tuesday. A storm surge warning is in effect from Texas to Louisiana, where 
those areas could see up to four feet of storm surge.  
 
 





KOKI Local News of Public Interest:                            Education 
 
Union Reconsiders Mascot 
 
Date: 07/13/20 9pm   Duration: 2:00   Jackie Delpilar 
 
The Union School Board is moving forward with plans to consider changing their mascot. The board 
voted to form a committee to focus on whether it’s time for the Redskins mascot to go. Dozens of 
people attended the meeting tonight, many in support of changing the mascot. Only one person was 
opposed to the name change. 15 people spoke, each person being a student, parent, or alumni of the 
Union district. The message they all shared was that they are proud to be a part of Union, but they are 
not proud to be a Redskin, a term which is generally used as a slur. The decision tonight gives the board 
the ability to form a committee and at the next meeting they will bring the rules forward for the 
committee, and a timeline. They hope to have a recommendation by December.  
 
Claremore Lays Out Return Plans 
 
Date: 07/17/20 5pm    Duration: 2:00   Naomi Keitt 
 
Claremore Public Schools laid out their return to school plan today. The first day of school will be August 
20th, and it will look a lot different this year. Not all of the 4,000 students will be in the classroom, as 
there’s 3 different options for families. Superintendent Bryan Frazier says students can do traditional 
school, a 100% online curriculum with Claremore Virtual School, or a combination of both. For kids in 
the classroom, every Friday will be a virtual learning day. The district spent 1.4 million dollars on devices 
for every single student, so everyone has the option to learn online if they want to. If you do choose to 
return to the building, there are several safety protocols in place like temperature checks, enhanced 
cleanings, and required masks for everyone. The superintendent says that while the school year will look 
different, it’s all about lessening the risk of getting the virus and providing students with a high-quality 
education.  
 
Bartlesville Plans to Enforce Safety 
 
Date: 07/20/20 9pm   Duration: 2:00   Brooklyn DeGumbia 
 
The Bartlesville Public School district held a virtual meeting tonight to discuss how officials plan to 
enforce safety precautions in order to avoid a district-wide shut down. Granger Meador, the 
communication director for the district, helped facilitate and answer questions during the meeting. He 
says if a student tests positive, the district plans to close that site for 1 to 2 days to deep clean. To try 
and avoid this scenario, the district is requiring face coverings for the entire school day, as they say 
social distancing is impossible in most of their classrooms. Teachers also talked about their mental-
health options. The district said the deadline to register your child for virtual learning is next Monday. 
School leaders said to make sure you apply by that date so they can start figuring out where teachers 
will be needed most for in-person learning.  
 
Tulsa Announces School Plans 
 
Date: 08/03/20 9pm   Duration: 2:00   Justin Ayer 
 



The Tulsa Public School Board met tonight to vote on a plan for safely starting the new school year. Tulsa 
Health director Dr Bruce Dart joined the call and said Tulsa is not showing any signs of slowing down 
with COVID-19. He said that now is not the time for students to go back in person. The board voted that 
students will remain in virtual learning for the first nine weeks. Staff will work with health professionals 
to monitor COVID-19 infection rates in Tulsa during that nine-week period. The superintendent will then 
submit a new recommendation to the board regarding what’s best for students in the second quarter.   
 
Bixby Cuts Ribbon on New Site 
 
Date: 08/07/20 5pm   Duration: 2:00   Amber Hughes 
 
After much debate about how to start the school year safely, some students in Bixby will return to a 
brand-new campus. After nearly 2 years of construction, the West campus is ready for classes to begin. 
The district celebrated the new site with a ribbon cutting today on the long-awaited West Elementary 
and Intermediate School. More than 900 pre-k through 6th grade students are zoned to the 155,000 
square foot building, which will make space at the crowded Central campus. West’s state of the art 
campus boasts 40+ classrooms, an imagination arts center, three playground areas for different grade 
levels and two gyms that double as storm shelters. Even before the coronavirus shut down schools in 
the spring, West was designed with sanitation in mind. Each classroom is equipped with a sink and 
sanitizer and built in hand washing stations in the cafeteria. When school starts on August 17th, the 
campus will be at about 70% capacity as the district only allows half of the students on campus at a time 
for the first two weeks.  
 
STEM Academy Opens in Sand Springs 
 
Date: 08/31/20 5pm   Duration: 2:00   Amber Hughes 
 
Some freshman in Sand Springs will get a chance to experience what it takes to process a crime scene at 
the new Freshman Center and STEM Academy at Charles Page High School. In March 2019, 93% of the 
Sand Springs community voted in favor of a nearly $33 million bond package on the center and 
construction started on the additions to the high school. During the second week of school in Sand 
Springs, students are already diving into engineering assignments at the STEM center. Some biomedical 
students are even learning to process a crime scene. Through individual career academic plans. The 
district gives students academic and career development opportunities, helping them explore careers so 
they can be successful after graduation. 
 
Owasso Announces In-Person Learning 
 
Date: 09/04/20 9pm   Duration: 2:00   Mariah Ellis 
 
Despite the ongoing threat of infection, more school districts are deciding to carefully welcome students 
back into classrooms. Today the superintendent of Owasso Public Schools announced in-class instruction 
would begin a week from next Thursday, September 17th. When the students go back, they’ll be 
required to follow some guidelines including wearing a face mask during the day. The superintendent 
said in a letter to parents that they continue to believe the learning experience for a child is best when 
in the classroom, however it was important to keep all students, teachers, and staff safe while they 
monitored the pandemic. She says the past couple of weeks have shown either a decline or a stable 
number of new COVID cases, which is why they felt comfortable making this decision.  The 



superintendent hopes the couple of weeks will give families the opportunity to make the decision to 
continue with online learning or to go back to the classroom.  
 
TPS Opens More Meal Sites 
 
Date: 09/14/20 5pm   Duration: 2:00   Mariah Ellis  
 
The Tulsa Public School District has opened more than 100 meal sites this morning after receiving special 
USDA approval. Although schools like Peary Elementary aren’t welcoming kids back in the building, 
employees are still showing up daily to deliver meals while keeping safety in mind, wearing masks and 
gloves. TPS says they are aware of the need and the number of their students who depend on this 
program every day. The district also says nearly 83% of their students are economically disadvantaged. 
Peary is one of 60 school sites and more than 100 mobile meal bus stops serving breakfast, lunch, and 
dinner twice a day, five days a week. TPS says families can stop by sites like Peary from 7-9am and 11-
1pm, you don’t need to be a TPS student and anyone under 18 can get a meal. 
 
Local Schools Awarded with Honors 
 
Date: 09/25/20 5pm   Duration: :20   Clay Loney 
 
The United States Department of Education has honored a couple of local schools as “Blue Ribbon 
Schools”. Freedom Elementary in Sapulpa got the honor for Excellence in Closing Achievement Gaps and 
Wayside Elementary in Bartlesville was recognized for being one of the highest performing schools in 
Oklahoma. 
 
 
 







KOKI Local News of Public Interest:                               Municipal Issues 
 
Muskogee Elects New Mayor 
 
Date: 07/02/20 9pm   Duration: 2:00   Naomi Keitt  
 
A historic election in the city of Muskogee took place this week, with nearly 60% of voters choosing 
Marlon Coleman for their first Black Mayor. Coleman started at a pastor at Temple of Hope Church, then 
was elected to city council before his 15-month mayoral bid. Coleman has big plans, which include 
working with the public-school district to upgrade schools, and making sure small businesses are okay 
during this pandemic. Coleman says he’s also interested in bringing more opportunities to town like 
nightlife. On being the first Black Mayor, he says that comes with a lot of responsibilities and pressure, 
but he is up for the task. Coleman will be sworn in outside the Civic Center at 4pm on Monday 
afternoon. 
 
Broken Arrow Breaks Ground 
 
Date: 07/10/20 9pm   Duration: :20   Shae Rozzi 
 
Broken Arrow city leaders broke ground today on a new 30,000 square foot shopping center. 80% of 
Tiger Hill Plaza near 71st and Lynn Lane is already rented out with businesses like Tacos for Life and a 
beauty salon. The city manager Michael Spurgeon says this is the culmination of 5 to 7 years’ worth of 
work and they are excited for all the new revenue the complex will bring in. Spurgeon says the dollars 
spent at the center will turn into sales tax and sales tax is put back into the community in the form of 
services provided to the community. The shopping center is expected to open in the spring of 2021. 
 
Mass Grave Search Continues 
 
Date: 07/21/20 5pm   Duration: 2:00   Amber Hughes 
 
The search in Tulsa’s Oaklawn Cemetery near downtown is now in it’s second week. An archaeological 
team has spent 7 days looking for evidence of a possible mass grave from the 1921 Race Massacre. On 
Monday, a small but important discovery was made about 10 feet down in Trench B to the south: the 
survey team uncovered a pair of shoes. The state archaeologist says they should be able to figure out 
when the shoes were made and that will give them a good indication of preservation at that depth. So 
far in the soil, the team has uncovered wood pieces, metal, a pail, and a medicinal bottle that can be 
traced back to 1910. Core samples show that the soil continues to the east, so they will continue digging 
about 10 feet to the east and create Trench C. Trench C is expected to be the final hole at this first 
excavation site, barring a discovery of any artifacts of interest.  
 
New Fire Station Breaks Ground 
 
Date: 08/06/20 5pm   Duration: 2:00   Preston Jones 
 
It’s a big empty field at 41st and 134th now, but by December of 2021 it will be a big fancy new fire 
station. Station 33 will span 12,000 square feet and will cost about 5.3 million dollars, paid for by the 
2006 third penny sales tax. Mayor GT Bynum says the station is something that has been in the works in 
Tulsa for about 15 years. It will serve two purposes, answering an increased need for services by a 



booming population in east Tulsa, and helping to reduce response times so firefighters can get to your 
house in an emergency faster. The fire station will include four truck bays and room for storage for the 
fire department. It also falls in line with the department’s mission to maintain an ISO-1 rating, which 
measures public safety and keeps insurance rates low.  
 
New Dam Project Begins 
 
Date: 08/13/20 5pm   Duration: 2:00   Preston Jones 
 
The city of Tulsa is breaking ground on construction of a new dam across the Arkansas river in midtown. 
The goal behind the new 48-million-dollar dam at 31st and Riverside is to keep water in the river and 
make way for more recreation along River Parks. The new dam will create a Zink Lake, more than 2 miles 
long between the dam at 31st and the 1-244 bridge. The old dam, built in 1982, only has three gates and 
the mayor says it’s not in good condition. The new dam is slated to have 15 gates, some as tall as 10 feet 
high. The mayor also mentioned the dam will be same from a flood control standpoint because the 
gates can all lay down flat on the riverbed in the middle of a flood event like we had in 2019. The project 
also includes a 1,000-foot-long recreation flume on the east bank of the river for kayaking, surfing, and 
tubing. Construction will take 2.5 years to complete. 
 
United Way Day of Caring Underway 
 
Date: 08/28/20 5pm   Duration: 2:00   Rick Maranon 
 
The Tulsa Area United Way’s annual Day of Caring was reimagined into a day of giving today. The day is 
usually hands on with landscaping and building projects for area nonprofits, but as with other events, 
the pandemic is changing things. 15 food drives across Green Country kicked off today in 6 different 
counties. United Way said they wanted to make it as easy as possible for people to help, so they created 
a drive-thru and drop off options in bigger cities like Tulsa, Broken Arrow, Owasso, and Jenks, but also 
smaller areas like Bristow, Okmulgee, and Sapulpa. United Way says the main items they are looking for 
are peanut butter, canned fruits and meats, and meal kits. If you are unable to make it out to donate, 
United Way says you can still help by dropping food off to any food bank location or donating to their 
website.  
 
Zoo Transitions to New Hours 
 
Date: 09/04/20 9pm   Duration: :20   Shae Rozzi 
 
Starting next week, the Tulsa Zoo will fall back to its regular hours. It’s been a tough year for the zoo. 
After being forced to close in the spring due to the pandemic, they were able to reopen in May every 
day at 8am to help make guests as comfortable as possible, both during the hot temperatures and 
during the pandemic. The zoo says it makes 10% of its annual revenue during Spring Break, and sees top 
visitation in April and May, so it was hard to be closed during that time. Now, they’re hoping with cooler 
temperatures on the way that more visitors will come out. The zoo is encouraging people to practice 
social distancing, and they do require masks while inside any indoor exhibits, restaurants, or bathrooms. 
Their hours return to 9 to 5 starting Tuesday.  
 
Gathering Place Resumes Special Events 
 



Date: 09/15/20 5pm   Duration: 2:00   Tiffany Alaniz 
 
The Gathering Place announced today that they are resuming their special events for families with an 
emphasis on safety. The park has installed hand sanitizing stations throughout and are ready to 
welcome families. The park says they took their time to properly understand as much as they could 
learn about COVID and public gatherings and worked with the CDFC and the City of Tulsa to establish 
best practices for safety. Starting September 26th, the park will have Pinwheels of Hope, which will 
feature 10,000 pinwheels through the grounds as a show of gratitude for medical workers. They also 
plan to have holiday lights in December, with socially spaced zones so the public can safely enjoy them.  
 
Plan to Rezone Brookside Stalled 
 
Date: 09/22/20 9pm   Duration: 2:00   Justin Ayer 
 
Developers withdrew their application to build a mixed-use development near 31st and Peoria in 
midtown, called Brookside 31. The group said in an email that they withdrew their application to 
conduct more public outreach and establish better lines of communication. The project was envisioned 
to have eight acres of restaurants, townhouses, retail space, and apartments, and a plaza leading toward 
Tulsa’s famous Brookside district. Right now, the area is a vacant field, but some neighbors think the 
project would create too much congestion and noise. The Planning Design Group did say they will fill out 
a new application once they’ve met with mor people and gained their feedback on the project.  





KOKI Local News of Public Interest:                             Crime 
 
Broken Arrow Woman Faces New Charges 
 
Date 07/10/20 9pm   Duration: :20   Clay Loney 
 
A Broken Arrow woman on probation after serving time for accessory to murder is now facing new 
charges. This week, Broken Arrow police arrested Courtney Manzer, who is accused of DUI and child 
endangerment. Manzer is on probation after witnessing the murder of 18-year-old Jarrett Clark in 2006 
and staging evidence. She has since bonded out of jail, with one of the conditions being no alcohol. 
Manzer is scheduled for court next Tuesday.  
 
Bristow Church Vandalized 
 
Date: 07/21/20 5pm   Duration: 2:00   Amanda Gilbert 
 
Bristow police are investigating a break-in and vandalism at a church overnight. Pastor Kara Calhoun said 
someone actually broke-in a few nights ago but nothing was damaged or taken. Then it happened again 
overnight, and surveillance captured two young suspects who pushed a window in and climbed inside. 
The damage includes paint splattered all over the walls and floors, hymnals scattered everywhere, and 
bleach poured on the carpet. Bristow police collected fingerprints and gathered evidence throughout 
the morning and hope to find the young vandals soon, while the church starts cleanup.  
 
Teens Jailed After Crime Spree 
 
Date: 07/24/20 5pm   Duration: 2:00   Sara Whaley 
 
Two teenagers are in jail tonight following what police are calling a three-hour violent crime spree 
yesterday in south tulsa. Police say the two are accused of stealing a car, robbing multiple people, and 
breaking into cars and a home. Most of the crimes happened between 71st and 81st from Memorial to 
Mingo early yesterday. Lt. Brian Blair says Dakota Christy and Fernando Aguilar started out from robbing 
a car and then went on to break into several cars, then one house, and robbed 4 people. One of the 
most violent robberie3s happened when the suspects ambushed an elderly couple in their 80s walking 
down the street, beating them. The woman had to go to the hospital for her injuries. A witness was able 
to get a good description of the suspect’s vehicle, even getting a partial tag. Police say they ditched the 
vehicle and ran into the Polo Run apartments, officers then spotted them running and took them into 
custody.  
 
BAPD Arrest Burglars 
 
Date: 08/05/20 5pm   Duration: :20   Clay Loney 
 
Three men are in jail today, accused of multiple burglaries in Broken Arrow. Just yesterday, police were 
called to a home near Tucson and Elm. Officers say a motion alarm went off early in the morning and 
suspects were spotted stealing from a truck toolbox. The were arrested less than two miles away. Police 
say the suspects had a bunch of stolen stuff with them. Jeffrey Kowaleski, Jacob Lafarlette, and Jason 
Currie were taken into custody. Officers say one of the suspects told them about the other burglaries, 



and that Lafarlette had meth on him. Since he is a tribal citizen, his case will be handled by the 
Muscogee Creek Nation per a recent Supreme Court ruling.  
 
Police Arrest Two After Major Drug Bust 
 
Date: 08/18/20 5pm   Duration: 2:00   Sara Whaley 
 
Tulsa Police say they have recovered more than a dozen guns, ammo, magazines, heroin, marijuana, and 
meth packaged to sell as well as stolen property during a recent bust at a north Tulsa home. Lt. Tim 
Means says his detectives arrested Hayley Hill and Ryan Franks on multiple felony charges. The officers 
recovered some high dollar items, including a boat stolen from a storage unit several days ago. Means 
says his burglary team couldn’t have done it without the help of the impact team and the Northside 
Street Crimes Unit. At least 2 of the guns are stolen and po9lice suspect others are as well, or at least 
illegally bought off the streets.   
 
Investigators Search for Leads in Murder Case 
 
Date: 08/31/20 5pm   Duration: 2:00   Sara Whaley 
 
Investigators hope they are one step closer to solving a murder in east Tulsa, saying they want to 
question a woman following last week’s death of Steven Wood. They say the woman was seen in the 
victim’s truck the night of his murder. Officer Jeannie Pierce says the woman is not a suspect in the case 
right now and they just want to talk with her. Wood was murdered last week at the apartments near 
19th and Sheridan, where police say a loved one found him dead. Police ask if the public has any 
information to call CrimeStoppers.  
 
Deadly Shooting in Creek County  
 
Date: 09/07/20 9pm   Duration: 2:00   Justin Ayer   
 
Creek County Chief Deputy Fred Clark are investigating a Labor Day homicide today. Upon arrival, 
officers found one male suspect deceased on scene, and called in OSBI to assist in the investigation. 
Deputy Clark says they don’t have a definitive suspect, but they are talking to several people. The Game 
Warden and Sapulpa Animal Control were on hand to assist as well. Deputy Clark says he believes the 
victim knew the shooter. Officers are talking to several people who may have been involved, and believe 
they have one that may be the suspect.  
 
Victim Solves Own Shooting 
 
Date: 09/16/20 9pm   Duration: :20   Clay Loney 
 
Tulsa Police say the victim in the city’s 58th homicide of 2020 may have helped solve his own murder 
shortly before he died. The shooting happened this morning at the Colonial Park Apartments. Police say 
the 52-year-old victim was alert when they arrived on scene and told officers two men robbed him and 
then shot him. He died shortly after providing descriptions of the suspects. Police say the men stole the 
victim’s truck, and officers were able to track it down. Police have yet to publicly identify the victim. 
 
Teenagers Responsible for Car Jackings 



 
Date: 09/28/20 5pm   Duration 2:00   Amanda Hari 
 
Tulsa Police believe two teenagers may be responsible for four car jackings in the past week and a half. 
All 4 car jackings involved suspects that were described as teenage boys and all 4 victims were women 
who were alone and trying to get into their cars. Tulsa Police officer Jeannie Piece says they are still 
trying to determine how many car jackings the suspects were involved with, but they were arrested for 
one that happened on September 23rd. Officers say they got a call from a female, who said two males 
had approached her with a gun and taken her Ford Expedition. Later that day, a patrol officer found a 
maroon Toyota that had been taken in the same way back on September 17th. Then another patrol 
officer spotted the stolen Expedition and attempted to stop it near 61st and Peoria. At one point, both 
boys jumped from the car and ran into a neighborhood. A perimeter was set up but they ended up 
finding both suspects with the help of someone that lived nearby. They are still working to connect the 
suspects to other car jackings and say this is an example of why you should always file a police report, 
even if you don’t want to press charges or have a great suspect description. 



KOKI Local News of Public Interest:                             Health 
 
Tulsa Announces Mask Ordinance 
 
Date: 07/10/20 5pm   Duration: 2:00   Rick Maranon 
 
Tulsa Mayor GT Bynum announced today that he will move forward with mandating the wearing of face 
coverings in public. The mayor made that announcement on Facebook this afternoon after Dr. Dart with 
the Tulsa Health Department made the recommendation based on continued trend data. Both the legal 
teams at Tulsa Health Department and the City will work to draft an ordinance requiring masks to be 
worn in Tulsa city limits starting sometime next week. Oklahoma Governor Kevin Stitt said yesterday 
that he would not issues a statewide mask mandate, but he supported a city’s right to do so if they felt 
necessary.  
 
No West Nile for Tulsa… Yet 
 
Date: 07/20/20 9pm   Duration: 2:00   Jackie Delpilar 
 
The Tulsa Health Department says mosquitos and West Nile virus have not been an issue this summer. 
They’re seeing fewer mosquitos than years past and have only had a single trap test positive for West 
Nile. The low numbers could be because it’s been fairly dry this summer, so the less standing water we 
have the fewer opportunities for mosquitos to breed in that water. Thankfully, no one in Oklahoma has 
contracted the West Nile virus so far this year. Last year 7 people across the state got the virus, and 18 
people in 2018. Most people that get West Nile have mild symptoms like fever and fatigue, but in rare 
cases it can be deadly. The health department monitors mosquito traps every week and test them for 
West Nile. Last year they found it in 12 traps throughout the summer. They have a complain line to call if 
you are concerned about mosquitoes in your area, and they will come and evaluate the situation and 
treat standing water or spray the area if they decide that’s what is best.    
 
First Responders Stress Importance of Hot Cars 
 
Date: 07/23/20 5pm   Duration: 2:00   Amber Hughes 
 
July 31st is National Heatstroke Prevention Day, asking everyone to help stop children from dying in hot 
cars. Already in Oklahoma, three kids have died in hot cars, two in just the last month. Tulsa Police & 
Fire, EMSA, Safe Kids Tulsa, and AAA set up a mock rescue Thursday, showing a dummy left in a car 
while the temperature inside soared above 100 degrees. After TFD smashed the window to get the 
baby, EMSA was there to assist. They are asking adults to A.C.T: avoid leaving kids in cars and locking 
doors. The final step is to take action, calling 9811 if you see a child unattended in a car. Another tip is 
teaching your kids that cars and trucks aren’t places to play and keeping keys out of their reach. 
 
Officials Urge Plasma Donations 
 
Date: 08/10/20 9pm   Duration: :20   Clay Loney 
 
Tulsa County Commissioner Karen Keith donated her plasma this morning after recovering from COVID-
19 and she’s encouraging others to do the same. Researches around the world have launched studies 
involving convalescent plasma and the impact of disease-fighting antibodies from a recovered COVID 



patient for those suffering the most severe symptoms of the disease. The Oklahoma Blood Institute is 
offering free t-shirts and holding daily drawings for $1000 gift cards to encourage more people who 
have recovered from COVID-19 to donate their plasma.  
 
PPE Delivered to Schools 
 
Date: 08/14/20 9pm   Duration: :20   Shae Rozzi 
 
Personal protective equipment promised by the state to schools is already being distributed. The 
Oklahoma Department of Emergency Management is coordinating the deliveries of masks, gloves, 
gowns, and face shields to 11 regional sites across the state. Today supplies were delivered to Broken 
Arrow. The executive director of the Tulsa Area Emergency Management Agency says their intention is 
to distribute to the remaining schools on Monday throughout the day. The state is spending $10 million 
from the CARES Act to provide the PPE gear.  
 
OSU Tulsa Installs Air Ionization 
 
Date: 08/24/20 5pm   Duration: 2:00   Amber Hughes 
 
Just like most schools in the area, OSU Tulsa is requiring a mask on campus, but new technology 
connected to the HVAC system is killing any airborne germs. Angelyn Holmes, assistant director of 
facilities management for the school says the facilities teams have been busy since the campus closed in 
March getting ready for the fall semester, bringing in sanitation stations, plexiglass partitions, and new 
signage. OSY Tulsa has taken their COVID safety protocols to another level by installing small 
needlepoint air ionization devices in all the HVAC units. The devices charge all the particles and create 
ions in the air, which kill COVID and other germs. Testing shows the device kills 99.4% of the COVID virus 
in 30 minutes inside the chamber, as well as E.coli and mold spores.  
 
Flu Season Approaches 
 
Date: 09/07/20 9pm   Duration: :20   Sara Whaley 
 
Doctors and nurses are preparing for a new challenge as fall approaches: flu season. Doctors are urging 
people to get their flu shots, saying it is more important now than ever. Because COVID-19 and the flu 
have such similar symptoms, getting the right diagnosis could be tough and that could make the fight 
against coronavirus even harder. In addition to getting the flu shot, the CDC as it will be critical to 
continue wearing masks, washing your hands , and practicing social distancing.  
 
September is Sickle Cell Awareness Month 
 
Date: 09/17/20 9pm   Duration: :20   Clay Loney 
 
This is Sickle Cell Awareness Month and a local non-profit wants people to know the inherited blood 
disorder can affect most anyone, but predominately African Americans. It’s estimated one in 13 African 
Americans carry the sickle cell trait, but many do not know they have it. The blockage of blood flow from 
the disorder can lead to a number of problems, including chronic pain, kidney disease, and fatigue. 
There are treatments for sickle cell disease, but no cure.   
 



Coronavirus Outbreak in Local Prisons 
 
Date: 09/22/20 9pm   Duration: 2:00   Jackie Delpilar 
 
The coronavirus outbreaks started at the end of July, when nearly every inmate inside Eddie Warrior 
Correctional Center caught the virus. There have been three protests since then, calling on the governor 
and the DOC to make major changes. Today the state announced mandatory testing for staff members 
and increased testing for inmates in the vulnerable population. The governor also said they are looking 
at ways to release some non-violent inmates who are nearing the end of their sentence. Right now, 
about 1400 inmates across the state have the virus and nine people have died, two staff members and 
seven inmates. Advocates for inmates have asked the governor to move inmates in hotspots to new safe 
spaces and for more PPE and medical attention. Former state senator Connie Johnson has organized the 
protests and said today’s announcement falls short of their demands.  
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