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ISSUE:  GENERAL 
60 MINUTES 

7p-8p 

2/08/09 

“Saving Flight 1549” – This was a three-part report on the incredible water landing in the Judson 

River on January 15, 2009 of a US air flight which saved the lives of all 155 people aboard.  Part 

1 is an interview with Hero pilot Captain Chesley “Sully” Sullenberger.  Part 2 is an interview 

with Captain Sullenberger and his crew, and with his wife.  Part 3 consists of coverage of a 

reunion between the passengers and the crew, as well as additional remarks from Captain 

Sullenberger and his family. 

 

 

2/22/09 

“The Mascot” – This is an interview/profile of Alex Kurzem, who at the age of six watched his 

family being shot by the Nazis.  Born Eliz Somomonovich Kalperin in Koidanov, Belorussia, he 

decided to flee into the forest the morning his Jewish Family was to be exterminated and survived 

there for months, before being captured by Nazi soldiers, who not knowing he was Jewish, made 

him the youngest corporal in the Nazi army.  After the war he migrated to Australia, married and 

had his own family, but did not reveal his true identity, a secret he kept for more that fifty years.  

Though unable to remember his true identity, with help from his son, he was able to rediscover 

his past, the fate of his family, and meet a half-brother hi didn’t even know existed. 

 

ISSUES: ENVIROMENTAL 
60 MINUTES  

7P-8P 

3/29/09 

“Poisoned” –This is a report on the African lion, in danger of extinction.  Herders, in order to 

protect their livestock are poisoning them with Furadan, a cheap American pesticide 

manufactured by FMC Corporation.  Interviewed are Dr. Laurence Frank of the University of 

California Berkeley and Alayne Cotterill, Dr. Frank’s Colleague.  

 

ISSUES: HEALTH 
60 MINUTES 

7P-8P 

 1/4/09 

“Mind Reading” – This is a report on the advancements in neuroscience with regards to 

monitoring brain activity linked to certain thoughts, making it now possible, on a very basic scale, 

to read a person’s mind.  Also discussed is how this technology can be used to help solve crimes 

and for marketing purposes.  Those interviewed are neuroscientist Marcel Just and his colleague 

Tom Mitchell from Carnegie-Mellon University.  

 
1/25/09 

“Wine RX” – In this report about resveratrol, a substance in red wine that scientist believe might 

do more than just protect the heart.  They think it could, in very high concentrations, significantly 

extend life by preventing a number of age related illnesses.  If they are right, we all may soon be 

taking a pill that could give us an extra decade or two of healthy old age.  Those interviewed are: 

Dr. Christoph Westphal and biochemist David Sinclare who founded Sirtis, a Cambridge, 

Massachusetts research company. 
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ISSUES: CRIME 
60 Minutes:  

 7P-8P 

 1/4/09 

“Is it Murder?” – This is a report on prosecutors who are pursuing harsher penalties, including murder 

convictions and long prison terms, for drunk drivers whose actions result in fatalities.  Discussed is the case 

of seven-year old Katie Flynn, killed by a drunk driver Martin Heidgen.  Those interviewed are Kathleen 

Rice, district attorney of Nassau County, New York; Jennifer and Neil Flynn, Katie Flynn’s parents; and 

Chris and Denise Tangney, Katie’s Flynn’s grandparents. 

 

3/8/09 

“Eyewitness” – This is a report on the case of Ronald Cotton, a North Carolina man who was twice 

falsely convicted of raping Jennifer Thompson on the strength of her eyewitness testimony.  Years later he 

was exonerated due to DNA testing and forgave his accuser.  Memory experts demonstrated how easy and 

how common it is for eyewitnesses to make inaccurate identifications. 

 

ISSUES: ECOMONY 
60 MINUTES:  

 7P-8P 

1/11/09 

“The price of Oil” – The is a report on how the historic swings in oil prices last year were the 

result of financial speculation from Wall Street investment banks and not supply and demand.  

The role of Enron in the deregulation of the oil future market is also discussed.  Those interview 

were: Dan Gilligan, president of the Petroleum Marketers Associations; Sean Cota, member of 

the Petroleum Marketers Association, who is in the home heating oil business and Michael 

Masters, hedge fund manager.  

 

1/25/09 

“The Winter of Our Hardship” – This is a report on the impact of the economic crisis on 

Wilmington, Ohio, whose residents have been hit particularly hard because the town’s largest 

employer, DHL is shutting its domestic operation.  Many of the residents are losing their homes 

and health insurance.  Interviewed are DHL employees who have been laid off or had their hour 

reduced. 

 

2/15/09 

“Buy American” – This is a report on the “buy American” clause included in the economic 

stimulus package passed by Congress this week.  Fought hard for by the steel industry, it 

mandates that any infrastructure project paid for with stimulus dollars must use steel made in the 

USA and not cheaper imports.  American businesses that export their merchandise overseas now 

worry that the foreign governments will retaliate and keep US products out of their market, thus 

hurting their own business.  This segment includes interviews with Dan Dimicco, CEO of Nucor, 

the United States’ biggest steel maker; Doug Jellison, Nucor plant manager; cold saw operator 

Jeremy Davis and Jim Owens, CEO of Caterpillar. 

 

3/1/09 

“The Man Who Knew” – This is an interview with Harry Markopolos, a Boston financial analyst 

and fraud investigator who repeatedly told the Securities and Exchange Commission that Wall 

Street financier Bernard L. Madoff’s investment fund was a fraud. He was ignored, and investors 

lost billions of dollars.  Also in this segment was interviews with former Madoff customer Shelly 

Lundlow and Len Forrest who lost their investments. 
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ISSUES: POLITICAL 
60 MINUTES  

7P-8P 

CBS News Special Report 

8P-9P 

1/20/09 

“Changes and Challenge: The Inauguration of Barack Obama” – This broadcast included a 

review and tape excerpts of the events surrounding the inauguration of Barack Obama as 

President of the United States.  An Interview by Katie Couric with then president-elect Obama on 

a wide range of topics, recorded earlier. This segment included an interview with several 

Americans including Avery Jordan, a ten-year-old boy from Oklahoma. Also interviewed were 

relatives of the slain civil rights leader Medgar Evrs, including his widow Myrlie and his great-

niece Courtney and Carrie Cockrell.  And interview with Marty Nesbit, who is a close friend of 

President Obama. And a review of the contrast between the events of the day and the racial 

attitudes in America’s past. 

2/24/09 

CBS News Special Report: “A Presidential Address To Congress” – This was live coverage of 

President Barack Obama’s first address to a joint session of congress since he took office. This 

segment includes: (1) President Obama’s address; (2) The Republican response by Gov. Bobby 

Jindal (r-LA); and (3) Commentary by CBS News personnel, including results of a CBS 

News/Knowledge Networks poll of 500 Americans who watched the President’s address and 

them responded to poll question online,.  CBS News Correspondent: Katie Couric; Bob Schieffer; 

Chip Reid; Nancy Cordes; Anthony Mason; Jeff Greenfield, and CBS News Political Analyst 

Dan Bartlett.   
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ISSUES: CRIME 
48 Hours:  

 8P-9P 

 1/10/09 

“Stolen Beauty” –  This is a report on the October 2005 disappearance of Tara Grinstead an 11
th
 

grade history teacher and beauty pageant queen from Ocilla, Georgia, and a similar case three 

months later, In January 2006 involving Jennifer Kesse, a financial analyst from Orlando, 

Glorida, who disappeared after she returned home from a vacation in St. Croix with her 

boyfriend.  This account includes background details, surrounding circumstances, and the 

consideration of a possible link between the two cases, as well an information regarding the 

ongoing investigation by the Georgia Bureau of Investigations and the Orlando Police 

Department. 

 

2/14/09 

Live to Tell Series: 
“The Year We Disappeared” – On August 31, 1979, John Busby, a Falmouth, Massachusetts 

police officer, was ambushed in his car by a gunman in a passing car who shot him point blank in 

the face with a shotgun.  Although brutally wounded, Busby was able to write a note for the 

police at the scene that said “Not an accident: Mel Reine.”  Melvin Reine, a convicted arsonist 

and suspected murderer of three people, was a local thug whose brother, John Reine, had been 

arrested by John Busby.  For undetermined reason, Melvin Reine had long intimidated the 

Falmouth police, and the attempted murder of John Busby was not aggressively investigated.  

Fearing for their safety, the Busby family moved to an undisclosed location in Tennessee.  

Twenty-four years after the shooting, in 2003, John Riene confessed to the police that his brother 

Melvin had indeed shot John Busby while he, Melvin, drove the car.  However, because of the 

statute of limitation, the Reines will remain unpunished.  Melvin is now institutionalized, in a 

state of dementia.  John Busby and his daughter Cylin have written a memoir together entitled 

“The Year We Disappeared”.  

 

3/28/09 

“Memory of Murder” – In November 2004, Bethlehem, New York couple Peter and Joan Porco 

were brutally attacked in their bed with an ax.  Peter died at the scene.  Joan survived and, 

although initially unable to speak because of her wounds, she nodded “yes” when a detective on 

the scene asked her if her son Christopher was their attacker.  Afterwards, when she had 

recovered from the attack, Joan said she doesn’t recall that nod that that Christopher is innocent.  

48 Hours followed the police investigation into the case, leading to Christopher Porco’s trial and 

conviction. 

 


