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TOPIC CODE

AG – Agriculture

AR – Arts & Entertainment 

CR – Crime 

ECO – Economy & Business 

ED – Education 

ENV – Environment

HE –   Health

HI -- History 

HS – Human Sexuality 

KU – University of Kansas-related story 

MI – Military-related story 

POL – Kansas Government & Politics

RE – Religion

RR – Race Relations 

SP – Sports 

WX – Weather-related story
FORMAT CODE 

R – Report 
C – Commentary 

PROGRAM CODE



ME –  Morning Edition  
ATC –  All Things Considered 
WE --  Weekend Edition



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR OCTOBER 2016

1.  Bryan Thompson reported on the economic problems that have come about due to this 
year’s surplus of wheat on the commodities market. Too much wheat means lower prices, 
and that’s a drag on the overall agricultural economy. 
(BT-WHEAT2.wav) – aired 10-04-16 – ATC/R – length: 4:17 – airtimes: 4:44pm
___________________________________________________________AG/ECO/POL

2. KCUR’s Elle Moxley reported on a trend in many Kansas voting precincts, in which 
some Democrats are actively campaigning and presenting themselves as being more 
ideologically similar to moderate Republicans. Meanwhile, GOP nominees are saying 
they’re ready to bring “common sense” back to Topeka. 
(KCUR-MODS.wav) – aired 10-06-16 – ME/R – length: 3:39 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
______________________________________________________________POL/ECO

3. Sam Zeff reported on the upcoming vote to retain or dismiss several Kansas Supreme 
Court justices. Conservatives are counting on the issue of capital punishment to oust the 
justices, despite the lack of urgency surrounding the public discussion of the death 
penalty in Kansas. It’s been a half-century since the state has executed a convicted killer. 
(SZ-DEATH.wav) – aired 10-11-16 – ATC/R – length: 4:09 – airtimes: 4:44pm and 
5:44pm
_____________________________________________________________POL/CR/HI  

4. KJHK reporter Jordan Winter discussed the renovation and grand re-opening of KU’s 
Spencer Museum of Art. An eight million-dollar construction project has kept the 
museum closed for the last 18 months.  Among the changes are the addition of a 
dramatic, glass-encased entryway. 
(KJHK-SPEN.wav) – aired 10-14-16 – ME/R and ATC/R – length: 3:08 – airtimes: 
7:45am. 3:44pm, 5:44pm
_________________________________________________________________KU/AR

5. Commentator Tom Averill discussed the rationale behind retaining the Kansas 
Supreme Court justices whose seats are up for a vote in November. He says it’s in the 
best interests of the state to keep the justices on the bench. 
(WJBO-SCOKAN2.wav) – aired 10-14-16 – ATC/C – length: 3:59 – airtimes: 4:44pm 
_____________________________________________________________POL/CR/HI

6. Jim McLean of the KHI News Service reported on the dissatisfaction of Kansas voters 
with the national presidential race candidates. He spoke with several voters about how 
they’re gradually coming around to accept their parties’ nominees.
(JM-PRES-RACE.wav) – aired 10-18-16 – ME/R – length: 4:05 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
______________________________________________________________POL/ECO



7. KMUW’S Abigail Beckman reported on how the issue of education funding is 
affecting the race for seats in the Kansas Legislature. In many districts, tight budgets have 
put teachers, school boards and state representatives at odds. The question that seems to 
be driving much of the disagreement is whether more funding is needed, or if budget 
shortfalls can be resolved by using existent funding more wisely. 
(KMUW-EDSPEND.wav) – aired 10-18-16 – ATC/R – length: 4:11 – airtimes: 4:21pm, 
5:44pm
___________________________________________________________POL/ED/ECO

8. Jim McLean prepared a report for a collaborative series between the KHI News 
Service and the Topeka Capital-Journal that addresses problems in the Kansas criminal 
justice system when it comes to dealing with mental health issues. The system is 
essentially not equipped to provide mentally ill criminals or convicts with the help they 
need. 
(JM-MENTAL-24.wav) – aired 10-24-16 – ME/R – length: 3:57 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
____________________________________________________________CR/POL/HE

9. KPR’s Laura Lorson talked with KU Associate Professor John Tibbetts about his latest 
book, a survey of work by the Gothic horror writer Peter Straub. Straub brings together 
Old World and New World horror traditions to craft subtle, deeply nuanced stories that 
aren’t necessarily accessible to a wide pop culture audience, but are a treat for readers 
who appreciate literary allusions and deep psychological themes. 
(JT-STRAUB.wav) – aired 10-25-16 – ME/R – length: 4:01 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
________________________________________________________________AR/KU_

10. Dan Margolies reported on a lawsuit that has shuttered the doors of a Lawrence 
business established to aid ex-convicts and the homeless find employment and housing 
security. Sun Cedar, a crafts company, has been shut down due to a copyright 
infringement lawsuit. 
(DM-SUNCEDAR3.wav) – aired 10-26-16 – ATC/R – length: 4:47 – airtimes: 4:44pm
_______________________________________________________________ECO/ED
 



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR NOVEMBER 2016

1. KPR’s Stephen Koranda reported on early voting and voter registration in Kansas, 
particularly in Wyandotte County. Despite the overall statewide increase in voter 
registration, Wyandotte County’s decreased as compared to four years ago. 
(SK-WYCO VOTERS.wav) – aired 11-01-16 – ME/R – length: 4:01 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am, 4:44pm
___________________________________________________________________POL 

2. Andy Marso and Amy Jeffries of the Kansas elections coverage team discussed the 
question of why people sometimes vote against their own best economic interests. This 
story was part of a project answering questions sent in by listeners from around the 
region. 
(ELEX-ECO.wav) – aired 11-02-16 – ME/R – length: 4:01 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am, 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
______________________________________________________________ECO/POL

3. Amy Jeffries and Stephen Koranda discussed where to find information on candidates 
for public office. This story was part of a statewide effort to answer elections questions 
submitted by listeners and readers.
(SK-WHOBALLOT.wav) – aired 11-03-16 – ME/R – length: 4:06 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am, 4:44pm
__________________________________________________________POL/ECO/ENV

4. Stephen Koranda reported on the competition for control of the Kansas Legislature. 
Amidst the noise and hype surrounding high-profile national and local races, the internal 
dynamics of party and chamber control within the Legislature has been largely 
overlooked, but could have a profound impact on state policy and funding decisions. 
(SK-LDRSHP-7.wav) – aired 11-07-16 – ME/R – length: 3:50 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am, 3:45pm, 5:45pm 
___________________________________________________________ECO/POL/ED

5. Stephen Koranda reported on one unexpected outcome of the Kansas elections: the 
emergence of a new coalition of moderate Republicans and Kansas Democrats in the 
Kansas Legislature. Democrats picked up some seats and a number of moderate-leaning 
Republicans were sent to the Statehouse. It’s now expected that the two groups will work 
together to attempt a shift away from the hard-right conservative ideology that has been 
dominating state policy. 
(SK-MODS-DEMS.wav) – aired 11-09-16 – ME/R – length: 3:11 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am, 3:44pm, 5:44pm
___________________________________________________________POL/ECO/ED



6. KPR’s Laura Lorson talked with author Sarah Smarsh about a program at the 
Lawrence Public Library showcasing a new collection of essays. The collection, “Tales 
of Two Americas,” highlights journalistic and literary responses to social and economic 
inequality. 
(LPL-SMARSH.wav) – aired 11-09-15 – ATC/R – length: 4:16 – airtimes: 4:44pm
____________________________________________________________ED/ECO/RR

7. Producer Dave Kendall provided a portion of his documentary that focuses on the 
tallgrass prairie preserve in the Kansas Flint Hills. The portion aired on KPR explored the 
opposing views that created tensions between urban and rural residents while the 
proposals for the park were being developed. 
(DK-FLINT1A.wav) and (DK-FLINT2A.wav) – aired 11-11-16 – ME/R – lengths:  3:32 
and 4:03 – airtimes: 6:33am, 8:33am
___________________________________________________________ENV/POL/AG

8. Bryan Thompson reported on efforts to control the possible spread of Zika virus in 
Kansas. There have been 17 Zika cases reported since the disease first appeared in the 
Americas in 2015. All of the Kansas cases involved people who contracted the disease 
while traveling abroad, but state officials are still busily mounting a campaign to prevent 
Zika from gaining a foothold in Kansas. 
(BT-ZIKA3.wav) – aired 11-14-16 – ATC/R – length: 3:40 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 5:44pm
________________________________________________________________HE/KU_

9.  J. Schafer toured Hillcrest Elementary School in Lawrence, where two retired generals 
paid a visit to learn more about healthy school meals. The generals say the rising rate of 
childhood obesity is a threat to national security and the future of the nation’s armed 
services. 
(JS-HEALTHY.wav) – aired 11-16-16 – ME/R – length: 4:19 – airtimes: 6:33am, 
8:33am, 4:44pm
__________________________________________________________HE/MI/KU/ED 

10. Grant Gerlock of Harvest Public Media reported on a growing shortage of lawyers in 
the rural Midwest. Kansas and other Midwestern states are now trying to recruit more 
lawyers to rural towns. Both the University of Kansas and the University of Nebraska 
have launched programs in their law schools to recruit and encourage students willing to 
practice law in less-urban parts of both states. 
(HPM-LAWYER.wav) – aired 11-23-16 – ME/R – length: 3:58 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
____________________________________________________________ED/ECO/KU



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR DECEMBER 2016

1. Stephen Koranda reported on a political discussion event at the Dole Institute of 
Politics on the University of Kansas campus. Lawmakers, reporters and political party 
officials participated in a public conversation about the fall election and its effect on 
Kansas state policies. 
(SK-DOLEVENT2.wav) – aired 12-05-16 – ATC/R – length 4:05 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 
5:44pm  
___________________________________________________________POL/ECO/KU

2. Stephen Koranda and Jim McLean prepared a joint overview of the anticipated 
political shifts coming in the 2017 Kansas Legislature. New leaders were chosen, and 
while conservatives retained the very top statehouse posts, more moderate Republicans 
also scored wins. 
(SK-LDRSHIP-1.wav) – aired 12-06-16 – ME/R – length: 1:57
(JM-LDRSHIP-2.wav) – aired 12-06-16 – ME/R – length: 2:08
airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
___________________________________________________________POL/ED/ECO

3. Bryan Thompson of the KHI News Service had an update on school lunch popularity 
and consumption in the wake of new school lunch nutrition standards passed in 2012. 
Some schools have succeeded in getting more kids to eat, if not appreciate, the healthier 
meals and snacks mandated by the regulations. 
(BT-LUNCH.wav) – aired 12-14-16 – ME/R – length: 3:44 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
______________________________________________________________ED/AG/HE

4. Harvest Public Media’s Luke Runyon reported on the spread of America’s opioid 
abuse epidemic to rural parts of the country. Prescription painkillers and heroin are 
fueling a rise in drug overdoses nationwide, but it appears now that rural areas are 
particularly at risk. 
(HPM-OPIOID.wav) – aired 12-28-16 – ME/R – length: 4:06 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
_________________________________________________________HE/CR/POL/AG

5. On the anniversary off the attack on Pearl Harbor, commentator John Richard Schrock 
discussed the dark legacy of Japanese biological and chemical warfare programs. 
(JRS-U731B.wav) – aired 12-07-16 – ME/C – length: 3:59 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
__________________________________________________________________HI/MI

6. Commentator Devin Wilson is an education advocate for a group called Game On 
Kansas Schools. Wilson says he’s become increasingly concerned about the financial 
well-being of the state’s public schools. 
(DEVIN-2.wav) – aired 12-08-16 – ME/C – length: 3:40 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
___________________________________________________________POL/ED/ECO



7. Commentator Rex Buchanan discussed the rise, fall, and rise of coyotes as an 
important plains ecosystem predator. Buchanan says the species is spectacularly resilient, 
and this resilience can teach biologists a lot about managing predator populations. 
(RB-COYOTE2.wav) – aired 12-12-16 – ME/C – length: 3:16 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
_____________________________________________________________AG/ENV___

8. KPR Presents, a weekly program featuring some of the best of the events on the 
University of Kansas campus, hosted a discussion of the 2016 Year in Politics. Host Kaye 
McIntyre talked with Dave Helling of the Kansas City Star, KPR’s Stephen Koranda and  
Jim McLean of the KHI News Service about the year’s political developments. 
(KPRPresents-121816.wav) – aired 12-18-16 – KPR Presents – length: 59:00 – airtimes: 
7 pm
______________________________________________________________POL/ECO

9. KPR Presents featured reviews of and readings from books by Kansas authors that 
were published in 2016.  Kaye McIntyre discussed books including Alphabet School by 
noted artist Stephen Johnson; The Madman and the Assassin, about the strange life of 
Boston Corbett; and a biography of Buffalo Bill Cody. 
(KPRPresents-120416) – aired 12-04-16 – KPR Presents – length: 59:00 – airtimes: 7pm
____________________________________________________________KU/AR/POL


