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TOPIC CODE

AG – Agriculture

AR – Arts & Entertainment 

CR – Crime 

ECO – Economy & Business 

ED – Education 

ENV – Environment

HE –   Health

HI -- History 

HS – Human Sexuality 

KU – University of Kansas-related story 

MI – Military-related story 

POL – Kansas Government & Politics

RE – Religion

RR – Race Relations 

SP – Sports 

WX – Weather-related story
FORMAT CODE 

R – Report 
C – Commentary 

PROGRAM CODE



ME –  Morning Edition  
ATC –  All Things Considered 
WE --  Weekend Edition



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR JULY 2016

1. Kansas educators have become increasingly fed up with state lawmakers and their 
policy decisions regarding public schools and education funding. This election season, 
educators from all across the state have mobilized to unseat some of the most 
conservative legislators who push what the teachers call an “anti-education” agenda. 
Abigail Wilson of KMUW provided a report on the teachers’ movement. 
(KMUW-ELEX.wav) – aired 07-05-16 – ME/R – length: 4:02 – airtimes: 7:45am, 
8:45am
___________________________________________________________POL/ED/ECO

2. Bryan Thompson, a reporter for the Heartland Health Monitor, had the details of a 
report showing that rural Americans have benefitted dramatically from the provisions of 
the federal Affordable Care Act, mostly due to increased access to providers. 
(BT-RURLACA.wav) – aired 07-08-16 – ME/R – length: 4:02 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
____________________________________________________________HE/ECO/AG

3. Amy Jeffries of KCUR reported on candidate postcards being sent to Kansas residents 
as the state’s primary elections approach. Some of the cards sent out by candidates and 
their opponents can contain half-truths or misleading omissions. This story is part of the 
statewide collaborative elections reporting project. 
(POSTCARDS.wav) – aired 07-11-16 – ME/R and ATC/R – length: 4:03 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 4:44pm
_______________________________________________________________POL____

4. Jim McLean of the Heartland Health Monitor reported on the history of a controversy 
that has compromised the relationship of the University of Kansas research center and the 
state’s community mental health centers. KU researchers have been providing 
information and advice to state mental health staff for over 30 years, but that 
collaboration may now be coming to an ugly end. 
(JM-MENTAL-13.wav) – aired 07-13-16 – ATC/R – length: 3:51 – airtimes: 4:44pm, 
5:44pm
______________________________________________________________KU/HE/ED

5. Andy Marso of the KHI News Service reported on how a state senate race in 
southeastern Kansas is being affected by a highway project. Funding for improvements 
and repairs to Highway 69 have survived a sweeping set of financial reallocations as 
Governor Sam Brownback has looked to patch holes in the state budget. State senator 
Jake LaTurner – a Brownback ally – represents the area near Pittsburg that would be 
most-affected by a cancellation of the project, and there’s now discussion that the 
governor has been aiding LaTurner by consistently preserving this important project in 
his district. 
(HWY69.wav) – aired 07-14-16 – ATC/R – length: 4:08 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 5:44pm
______________________________________________________________POL/ECO



6. KPR’s Laura Lorson talked with Henry Fortunato, an area historian and enthusiastic 
walker, about a project he instigated along the Burroughs Creek Trail in Lawrence. A 
number of brief history essays designed to connect with specific points along the trail 
have been composed and are on display at the Lawrence Public Library, prior to being 
installed on the trail itself.  Fortunato calls his project “Hiking Through History” and has 
similar projects underway in Johnson County and elsewhere in the region. 
(CREEKTRAIL2.wav) – aired 07-19-16 -- ME/R and ATC/R – length: 5:19  -- airtimes: 
6:51am, 8:35am, 4:44pm
_______________________________________________________________ED/HI/MI

7. KPR’s Stephen Koranda reported on the complicated nature of the 2016 primary 
elections by examining a state senate race in the Topeka area. He learned about how the 
Republican primary candidates are trying to distance themselves from the extremely 
unpopular governor and the rest of the Kansas Legislature. 
(SK-BACKAWAY2.wav) – aired 07-20-16 -- ME/R – length: 4:04 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
__________________________________________________________________POL_

8. Aileen LeBlanc of KMUW reported on the 25th anniversary of the “Summer of Mercy” 
abortion protests in Wichita. Thousands of people turned out for the Summer of Mercy 
protests. Now, the anti-abortion movement has changed substantially, following the high-
profile murder of Dr. George Tiller at a Wichita abortion clinic. Far fewer demonstrators 
turned out to commemorate the anniversary. Those who did came to pray and try to 
obstruct abortion access. 
(KMUW-ABRT.wav) – aired 07-21-16 -- ATC/R – length: 6:10 + music outro – 
airtimes: 4:52pm
_____________________________________________________________POL/HE/RE

9. Lisa Rodriguez of radio station KCUR in Kansas City reported on efforts undertaken 
by the Kansas Democratic Party to recruit Latino and Latina voters in western Kansas. 
This huge group of potential voters has been in the background of state politics for a long 
time, and now state Democrats are hoping to convince them that Republican policies 
aren’t helping them at home and in the workplace. 
(KCUR-LATINO.wav) – aired 07-22-16 – ME/R – length: 4:01 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
______________________________________________________________POL/ECO 



10. Peggy Lowe of Harvest Public Media reported on the vicious Republican primary 
battle in the massive 1st Congressional District in Kansas. Incumbent Congressman Tim 
Huelskamp is one of the highest-profile members of the Tea Party Movement, and was 
stripped of his position on the House Agricultural Committee after bucking Speaker of 
the House John Boehner on an important set of spending measures. Further, Huelskamp 
has been extremely unpopular with his colleagues in the House. That’s why the state’s 
most powerful agricultural interest groups have declined to endorse his re-election bid.  
Huelskamp’s opponent is reaping the benefit, as the congressional district is a primarily 
rural region and agriculture is an overriding concern. 
(KCUR-BIGFIRST.wav) – aired 07-27-16 – ME/R and ATC/R – length: 4:23 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 3:44pm, 5:44pm
______________________________________________________POL/AG/ENV/ECO



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR AUGUST 2016

1. Reporter Bryan Thompson examines how the Kansas Water Office is hoping to 
introduce new irrigation technologies in western Kansas. It’s hoped that these new 
methods will ease some of the strain being placed on the Ogallala Aquifer.  
(BT-IRRIG.wav) – aired 08-01-16 – ME/R – length: 4:05 – airtimes: 7:45am, 8:37am
___________________________________________________________AG/ENV/ECO

2. Jim McLean provided a report on lingering concerns in the state of Kansas about the 
potential for vote tampering. Despite Kansas’s good reputation, the specter of political 
corruption has fueled a number of measures aimed at curbing alleged voter fraud. 
(JM-CORRUPT.wav) – aired 08-01-16 – ME/R and ATC/R – length: 3:47 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:33am, 5:44pm
________________________________________________________________POL/CR

3. Sam Zeff of KCUR reported on the surprising results in Kansas primary elections. 
Moderate candidates soundly defeated many conservative Republicans in races across the 
state, and that could change the ideological balance in the Kansas Statehouse. 
(ZEFF-KSPRIM.wav) – aired 08-03-16 – ME/R and ATC/R – length: 3:35 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am, 8:45am, 4:44pm
________________________________________________________________POL/ED

4. Greg Echlin reported on the rise of swimmer Michael Andrew of Lawrence, who is 
likely to be a future star in the world of top-level competitive swimming. Andrew 
narrowly missed making the U.S. National Swimming Team for the Rio 2016 Olympics. 
(GE-SWIM.wav) – aired 08-04-16 – ME/R and ATC/R – length: 4:13 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 4:44pm
________________________________________________________________SP/KU__

5.  Farmers in the West and in the High Plains are increasingly being pressured to sell off 
their water rights to cities. The auctions for these rights can generate millions of dollars, 
but it invariably means that the farms are shut down. Luke Runyon of Harvest Public 
Media reported the story. 
(HPM-WATER.wav) – aired 08-05-16 – ME/R – length: 4:15 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
___________________________________________________________AG/ENV/ECO

6. Kansas legislators approved a 4 percent cut to Medicaid reimbursements this year. This 
has been particularly devastating to dentists and other dental health care providers. It’s 
made an already-bad situation for the poor and medically-underserved even more 
untenable. Andy Marso of Heartland Health Monitor learned more why dental services 
for the poor are under such stress.  
(HHM-DENTIST.wav) – aired 08-09-16 – ATC/R – length: 3:59 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 
5:44pm
___________________________________________________________HE/ECO/POL



7. The University of Kansas and Kansas State University sent a combined total of 11 
athletes to the Rio 2016 Olympics. Sports reporter Greg Echlin spoke with discus thrower 
Mason Finley, a former KU Jayhawk, about his family’s longtime association with KU, 
track and field, and the region’s history of sending athletes to represent the nation in 
Olympic-level competition.
(GE-DISCUS.wav) – aired 08-11-16 – ME/R, ATC/R – length: 3:36 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am, 4:44pm
_________________________________________________________________SP/KU

8. Jim McLean was invited to a Kansas Statehouse meeting with Governor Sam 
Brownback for an informal conversation, along with several other area journalists. 
Brownback said the results of the most recent Kansas primary election are not causing 
him to revise his positions on tax cuts, school finance, or Medicaid expansion. 
(JM-BRWNBK2.wav) – aired 08-15-16 – ATC/R – length 3:53 – airtimes: 4:44pm 
_________________________________________________________POL/ECO/ED__

9. Documentary filmmaker Dave Kendall spent a year conducting interviews and 
shooting a film about the Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve in Chase County. He 
provided an extended excerpt of the movie, focusing on the history and establishment of 
this National Park site in the Flint Hills of Kansas.  
(DK-TALGRAS.wav) – aired 08-24-16 – ME/R, ATC/R – length: 3:29 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 4:44pm
________________________________________________________ENV/ECO/ED/HI

10. Greg Echlin produced a preview of the coming season for the University of Kansas 
women’s volleyball team. Last season was the best in school history, and ended with a 
Final Four appearance at the NCAA tournament. KU is now ranked number 5 nationally 
as the 2016-2017 season begins. 
(GE-KUV2016.wav) – aired 08-25-16 – ME/R, ATC/R – length: 4:06 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 3:44pm, 5:44pm
________________________________________________________________SP/KU__

  



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR SEPTEMBER 2016

1. Andy Marso reported on new policies in Kansas designed to reduce the amount of 
hitting allowed at practices for contact sports such as football. Questions about the long-
term effects of repeated minor brain injuries have trickled down from professional sports 
to the high school level. The Kansas State High School Activities Association is now 
taking steps to get involved with prevention, education and treatment. 
(KHI-FTBALL.wav) – aired 09-02-16 – ME/R and ATC/R – length: 4:06 – airtimes: 
7:45am, 8:45am, 4:44 pm
______________________________________________________________HE/SP/ED

2. Harvest Public Media’s Grant Gerlock reported on the emergence of a new, damaging 
corn disease that is raging through Kansas, Nebraska and Iowa. It’s the first time the 
disease has ever been confirmed in the U.S. 
(HPM-BADCORN.wav) – aired 09-02-16 – ME/R and ATC/R – length: 0:42 – airtimes: 
6, 7, 8am newscasts; 4:30 and 5:30pm newscasts 
________________________________________________________________ECO/AG

3. Jim McLean visited southeast Kansas to learn what candidates and voters think about 
the future of health care in Kansas and the possibility of Medicaid expansion. 
(JM-MEDEX-FEAT.wav) – aired 09-06-16 – ME/R and ATC/R – length: 3:47 – 
airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am, 4:45pm
___________________________________________________________POL/ECO/HE

4. KPR’s J. Schafer spoke with Dave Dunford, who has volunteered for Audio-Reader for 
the last decade. His job is to repair and refurbish the audio equipment donated for the 
annual Audio-Reader fundraiser sale. The two took a trip to the equipment storage site to 
get the low-down on what it takes to turn these donations into cash. 
(DD-FYEO16.wav) – aired 09-08-16 – ME/R and ATC/R – length: 4:04 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 4:44 pm, 5:44pm
_____________________________________________________________________KU 

5.  KPR’s J. Schafer talked with Diana Frederick, the director of the Douglas County 
Court-Appointed Special Advocates. That’s the name given to the specially-trained 
volunteers who look after the legal interests of children in foster care. The annual 
Douglas County CASA fundraiser has become a well-known for its unusual prize 
raffle…of an elaborate playhouse. This year’s offering is in the shape of a traditional barn 
and grain silo.
(DF-2.wav) – aired 09-13-16 – ME/R and ATC/R – length: 3:40 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am, 4:44 pm
______________________________________________________________CR/ED/AR 



6. KPR’s Laura Lorson talked with author and journalist Dan McNichol about the history 
of the U.S. Interstate Highway system. The push to create a consistent system of national 
roadways began in the earliest days of the Republic but it didn’t become a reality until the 
Eisenhower administration.  The project became a marvel of civil engineering and civil 
planning. 
(INTERSTAT2.wav) – aired 09-22-16 – ME/R and ATC/R – length: 4:05 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 4:44pm
________________________________________________________________HI/ECO

7. University of Kansas Chancellor Bernadette Gray-Little announced her intention to 
step down from that position. KPR’s Stephen Koranda filed a report. 
(SK-CHANCE.wav) – aired 09-23-16 – ME/R and ATC/R – length: 0:45 – airtimes: all 
newscasts (6am, 7am, 8am, 3:30pm, 4:30pm. 5:30pm) 
_________________________________________________________________KU/ED 

8. Bryan Thompson reported on the University of Kansas Cancer Center, which is 
launching a weight control research study to examine the effects of obesity on the 
development of cancer. There is concern that obesity may soon overtake tobacco as the 
leading preventable cause of cancer.  The study could help the facility achieve a federal 
designation as a Comprehensive Cancer Center. 
(BT-CANCER6.wav) – aired 09-27-16 – ME/R and ATC/R – length: 4:06 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 4:44pm
___________________________________________________________HE/KU/ECO

9. Lawrence writer Roger Martin spoke about his new book, titled “A Doubter’s Guide to 
God,” with KPR’s J. Schafer. Martin said his quest for faith forced him to reconsider his 
prior opinions on the nature of the divine, and to attempt to understand a concept that is 
fundamentally unknowable. 
(ROGER-GOD.wav) – aired 09-29-16 – ME/R and ATC/R – length: 4:07 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 4:44 pm)
________________________________________________________________AR/RE

10. Commentator Rex Buchanan discussed the small (but growing) effort to cut back on 
irrigation in western Kansas to preserve the Ogallala Aquifer. The future of the aquifer 
has been in peril in the last decade due to overwatering and poor resource management.
(RB-WATERS2.wav) – aired 09-08-16 – ME/C and ATC/C – length: 3:17 – airtimes:  
6:45am, 8:45am, 4:44pm)
________________________________________________________________AG/ENV


