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Washington's First County 

January 15, 2021 

The Honorable Jay Inslee, Governor of Washington 

Office of the Governor 

P.O. Box 40002 

Olympia, WA 98504-0002 

Governor Inslee: 

Congratulations on your re-election. I look forward to working with you to address the issues 

currently facing our state and to improve life for everyone in our communities. 

I am writing to address an issue that is negatively impacting Lewis County, in addition to small 

communities across our state. The restrictions placed on our local restaurants are having a 

disastrous effect on our local economy and the health and welfare of our citizens. I understand 

the need to control the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic. However, I believe that there has 

been a misinterpretation of the science surrounding the safety of in-restaurant dining. 

The Boeing 73 7-700 is one of the most common passenger aircraft currently in use, fitting 143 

passengers into a cabin that measures roughly 914 square feet. This equates to approximately 6 

square feet per person for the duration of a four-hour flight. These passengers eat meals aboard 

the aircraft, in addition to drinking and snacking. 

Imagine having 143 friends and family crammed into your 914-square-foot apartment, eating and 

drinking, for four hours. This sounds like a COVID super-spreader event, does it not? Yet, 

somehow, these airplanes carry thousands upon thousands in and out of Sea-Tac Airport each 

day without any negative COVID impact. This is fantastic news because it gives us real-world 

data showing that socially distanced dining is safe. 

Currently, our county's coffee shops and restaurants, which have an average of 15 to 20 square 

feet per person, are not allowed to be open. They are not allowed to support their families and 
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