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WUNC News 2nd Quarter 2020
Features and Interviews April – June 2020

Morning Edition (ME): Monday – Friday, 5am – 9am
All Things Considered (ATC): Monday – Friday, 4pm – 6:30pm
Weekend Edition (WE): Saturday – Sunday, 8am – 11am
Weekend All Things Considered (WATC): Saturday – Sunday, 5pm – 6pm
Here and Now (H&N): Monday – Thursday, 1pm – 3pm, Friday 1pm – 2pm

Arts/Culture:

Jews around the world celebrated the holiday of Passover this week--gathering around dinner 
tables to retell the biblical story of being led out of slavery in Egypt by Moses.
Feature, ME, 4-10-20

High-school students in North Carolina have been devastated by the suspension of 
extracurricular activities due to the pandemic.
Feature, ME, 4-14-20

Skylar Gudasz has a new record out today called Cinema.  The Durham-based singer-songwriter 
worked with four co-producers, but guided the project herself, playing most of the instruments 
while recording in North Carolina and at Justin Vernon's place in Eau Claire, Wisconsin.  
Interview, ME, 4-17-20

It's hard to believe, but Chatham County Line has been making music for two decades.  The 
band's new release is called Strange Fascination and is the first since the retirement of banjo ace 
Chandler Holt, and the first to feature drums across the entire album.  There's also a brilliant 
guest turn by Sharon Van Etten.
Interview, ME, 5-29-20

Economy:

In the last five weeks, more than 700-thousand North Carolinians have applied for 
unemployment benefits.  W-U-N-C's Jeff Tiberii has been talking to some of those workers who 
have lost their jobs.
Interview, ATC, 4-23-20 

Over the weekend, restaurants in most of North Carolina were allowed to serve sit-down 
customers again, though with social distancing and capacity restrictions.
Feature, ME, 5-26-20
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Education:

Medical schools in North Carolina--like other institutions across the country--have put hands-on, 
clinical training for students on hold because of the coronavirus pandemic. But dedicated 
doctors-to-be are finding ways to pitch in during this public health crisis. Rusty Jacobs reports.
Feature, ME, 4-2-20

Teachers and college professors have been given a huge challenge this month -- how to quickly 
adapt their classes for long-distance learning. WUNC’s education reporters Liz Schlemmer and 
Cole Del Charco have more on the creative ways North Carolina teachers are engaging their 
students.
Feature, ME, 4-6-20

Public schools in North Carolina have fed thousands of students since in-person classes ended 
three weeks ago. But as Liz Schlemmer reports, this week's school meals will be the last in 
Durham.
Feature, ME, 4-7-20

Remote learning is ongoing for students across the state. That means children in all grades are 
finding new ways to stay engaged in learning. But students who receive special attention and 
therapy at school and their families face unique challenges. WUNC’s Cole del Charco has more.
Feature, ME, 4-10-20

College students may not be on campus, but they're still hard at work as they inch closer to the 
end of spring semester. As Liz Schlemmer reports, some students are laboring harder than others 
to overcome a lack of internet access.
Feature, ME, 4-10-2020

The COVID-19 pandemic threatens the financial future of many universities, and historically 
black colleges are among the most vulnerable. As Liz Schlemmer reports, Congress has 
responded with additional aid for H-B-C-Us.
Feature, ME, 5-29-20

The pandemic has been especially tough on high school seniors. Still, many have shown 
resilience and hopefulness as they've missed proms and graduation ceremonies. WUNC’s Cole 
del Charco has been collecting some of their stories and sharing them  - in their own words. 
Today, we hear from senior Shayla [shh-AY-luh] Stewart from Western Guilford High school in 
Greensboro.
Feature, ME, 6-4-20
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Environment:

Greensboro/Triad:

Earlier this week, Governor Roy Cooper's state-wide stay-at-home order went into effect. That 
presents a particular problem for the nine thousand North Carolinians who make up the state's 
homeless population. Naomi Prioleau reports on how the city of Greensboro is approaching the 
challenge.
Feature, ME, 4-1-2020

Health:

The latest numbers in North Carolina are sobering, but we have yet to see the dramatic rise in 
patients, hospitalizations, and deaths, related to Covid-19. According to numbers released this 
morning, there are just shy of 16-hundred confirmed cases in the state, about 200 people are 
hospitalized, and 9 people have died.
Interview, ATC, 4-1-2020

Charlotte and Mecklenburg County is evolving as the state's first real outbreak of COVID-19. 
The number of patients there could soon overrun hospitals.
Interview, ATC, 4-1-3-2020

As more people adhere to social distancing guidelines, there’s one truly essential place where it's 
tougher to follow the rules: the grocery store.
Feature, ME, 4-6-20

Health care workers are preparing for the worst. And models released today from the North 
Carolina Department of Health and Humans Services say the "worst" could happen, if social-
distancing orders are listed at the end of this month.
Interview, ATC, 4-6-20

To battle the coronavirus pandemic, many state governments are ordering residents to shelter in 
place. That’s creating a rift in anti-government circles. Some militia leaders are vowing to openly 
fight these orders. Others say obey for now but watch for overreach. They do agree on one thing, 
though: don’t touch our guns. Reporting from Idaho, Guns And America’s Heath Druzin has 
more.
Feature, ATC, 4-7-20

Home Improvement store Lowes says it will limit the number of customers who can enter a store 
at one time. That decision comes about a week after Governor Roy Cooper's stay-home order... 
and after many stores saw large crowds of shoppers. Naomi Prioleau reports.
Feature, ME, 4-7-20

As of today, all but eight counties in North Carolina have reported at least one case of COVID-
19. And the death toll is around 60, a number that is expected to peak next week. 
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Among all the tragic news is this: a field hospital that was planned for Charlotte has been 
reduced in size from 3-thousand to 600 beds. That's based on predictive modeling that shows 
fewer hospitalizations than some had expected.
Interview, ATC, 4-8-20

As the number of COVID-19 cases rises, North Carolina hospitals are scrambling to figure out 
how to care for patients and protect staff from contracting the potentially lethal illness caused by 
coronavirus. Rusty Jacobs reports on some innovative measures being deployed by the Duke and 
UNC hospital systems.
Feature, ME, 4-8-20

If this pandemic has taught us anything, it's redefined – or maybe clarified – who works in 
"essential" jobs. We always knew that doctors, nurses, and emergency responders were 
essential… but we've come to appreciate those in other jobs and professions, including hospital 
custodians and grocery store employees, among many others.
Interview, ATC, 4-10-20

This week, the COVID-19 pandemic hit North Carolina's congregate living facilities particularly 
hard.  That includes outbreaks in at least two dozen nursing homes and residential care centers.  
But the virus is also spreading through prisons.  In particular, the federal prison in Butner has 
been struggling to contain the virus in a place where social distancing can be extraordinarily 
difficult.
Interview, ATC, 4-10-20

The short-term effects of COVID-19 remain sobering. More than 100 people have now died in 
North Carolina, and the number of those hospitalized jumped by one-third in the past day.
Interview, ATC, 4-13-20

Though gun sales skyrocketed last month in the midst of the COVID-Nineteen pandemic, the 
National Rifle Association is laying off staff. As Guns And America’s Heath Druzin [DROO-
zinn] reports, major missteps in recent years left the NRA vulnerable.
Feature, ME, 4-16-20

The number of people who have died from COVID-19 in North Carolina now tops 150. And the 
number of lab-confirmed cases has doubled in the last ten days.
Interview, ATC, 4-17-20

Like much of North Carolina’s economy, the 25-billion-dollar-a-year tourist industry has ground 
to a halt because of the coronavirus.
Feature, ME, 4-20-20

The group ReOpen-NC is planning another protest against Governor Roy Cooper's stay-at-home 
order today [TUESDAY] outside the state capitol, even as social distancing restrictions remain in 
effect. Steve Harrison of W-F-A-E reports
Feature, ME, 4-21-20
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A couple hundred people marched the streets of Raleigh today, calling for the –quote- re-opening 
of North Carolina. 
Interview, ATC, 4-21-20

This is Morning Edition. Bevin Strickland is a nurse and doctoral student a U-N-C Greensboro. 
She's 47 years old, and a single mother of three.  When the Covid-19 outbreak hit New York, 
Strickland immediately explored ways she could help. After looking to volunteer, her friend Eric 
suggested that she sign a 2-month contract to work as a nurse at Mount Sinai Hospital in Queens.
Interview, ME, 4-21-20

The pandemic has an especially harsh impact on high school seniors in North Carolina. They've 
missed events they can't get back... like final performances, sports seasons, proms, and 
graduations. Still, many have shown resilience, and hopefulness.
Interview, ME, 4-28-20

North Carolina's numbers of COVID-19 cases, hospitalizations and deaths are significantly 
better than other states of about the same population.  Georgia has about three times the number 
of deaths.  Michigan has ten times more.
Interview, ATC, 4-28-20

Governor Roy Cooper is eyeing next weekend for a move into the first phase of re-opening the 
North Carolina economy.
Interview, ATC, 5-1-20

People in Gaston County, west of Charlotte, are debating the need for a continued statewide stay-
at-home order. Some county leaders say they'll support any businesses that want to reopen. 
Governor Roy Cooper says reopening too early could cost lives. WFAE's David Boraks has this 
report.
Feature, ME, 5-1-20

The pandemic has an especially harsh impact on high school seniors in North Carolina.  
WUNC’s Cole del Charco has been collecting some of their stories for a series called "What I'm 
Missing." Today, we hear from Ethan Guentensberger, a senior at Orange High School in 
Hillsborough.
Feature, ME, 5-7-20

Thousands of churches across the state are wrestling with how to best serve their congregations 
during the pandemic. The most vocal group sued the Governor and won the right in court for all 
houses of worship to re-open with no restrictions. But a silent majority of Christian church 
leaders are taking more cautious approaches. Naomi Prioleau reports.
Feature, ME, 5-28-20

North Carolina continues to slowly open from the coronavirus. One industry that was hit hard 
was dental care. But dentists are beginning to welcome back patients with new precautions in 
place. Naomi Prioleau has more.
Feature, ME, 6-8-20
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Military:

The COVID-19 pandemic has forced most of us into social isolation. But for veterans with 
mental health issues, staying at home runs counter to advice they’ve long received to get out and 
interact with the world.
Feature, WESUN, 4-5-2020

Among all the rituals of life being cancelled or postponed because of the coronavirus pandemic 
— the weddings, baby showers, and birthdays —  is an iconic last one. Military honor guards are 
now banned at the cemeteries for veterans and troops across the state.
Feature, ATC, 4-6-20

The coronavirus pandemic has brought big changes to one of the defining aspects of military life 
-- boot camp.
Feature, ME, 4-9-20

Many families are struggling financially because of the Coronavirus pandemic, but military 
families face some unique challenges.
Feature, ATC, 4-13-20

The Navy hospital ship Mercy is in Los Angeles to try to relieve the burden on the area's medical 
facilities. It's accepting only patients who DON'T have COVID-19, and has treated a few dozen 
so far. But now it’s dealing with a growing number of cases among members of its own crew. 
Emily Elena Dugdale reports for WUNC's American Homefront Project.
Feature, ME, 4-15-20

The United States Air Force Academy held its commencement this weekend [April 18] -- in a 
greatly scaled back ceremony.
Feature, 4-20-20

A Navy investigation is underway into the firing of the captain of U-S-S Roosevelt aircraft 
carrier. Brett Crozier (Crow' zer) was ousted after he widely distributed a warning about a 
coronavirus outbreak on the ship.
Feature, ATC, 4-21-20

The transition to virtual learning amid the COVID-19 pandemic has been difficult for many 
college students. But student veterans face some special challenges. They're often older than 
traditional students and may juggle family and work responsibilities with their education.
Feature, ME, 4-24-20

Among the many things that have been disrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic is the treatment 
regimen for veterans with post-traumatic stress disorder. The V-A and other providers are trying 
to move the therapy online. Stephanie Colombini of WUNC's American Homefront Project 
reports from Tampa.
Feature, ME, 4-29-20
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Military recruiting and training has slowed down because of the pandemic. So the armed services 
are trying other ways to maintain the size of the force.
Feature, ATC, 5-4-20

While president Trump has threatened to deploy the military against protesters in American 
cities, some in those crowds are former service members themselves. For some veterans, the 
demonstrations against police violence are a chance to find their voice.
Feature, ATC, 6-4-20

Like most long-term care facilities, V-A nursing homes haven't allowed visitors since early 
March because of the coronavirus pandemic.
Feature, ME, 6-9-20

National Guard and active duty troops have left major cities like Washington D.C., after last 
week's protests. But some service members now are facing consequences because they refused to 
deploy.
Feature, ME, 6-11-20

The call for changing the names of ten Southern military bases is gaining momentum in 
Washington. And that raises the question of what names might replace those of the Confederate 
generals they now bear.
Feature, ME, 6-22-20

Thousands of military personnel deployed to New York City during the worst of that city's 
COVID-19 pandemic. Now, many of them have returned home -- only to see cases spike in their 
own home states.
Feature, ME, 6-25-20

Politics/Government:

Because of the coronavirus pandemic, some states – including North Carolina – are exploring 
ways to make it easier to vote by mail. But a top North Carolina Republican is wary of re-writing 
election rules – especially after the mail ballot scandal from 2018.  Steve Harrison of W-F-A-E 
reports.
Feature, ATC, 4-2-2020

A few hundred people gathered yesterday in Raleigh for a "Re-Open N-C" rally. They were 
protesting Governor Roy Cooper's stay-at-home order--which was put in place to limit 
coronavirus infections in North Carolina. Rusty Jacobs filed this report.
Feature, ME, 4-22-20

Gaston was one of the first North Carolina counties to issue its own stay-at-home order. Now, as 
Steve Harrison of W-F-A-E reports, it's taken the boldest move from getting out from under 
Governor Roy Cooper's statewide order with a proclamation allowing businesses to reopen.
Feature, ME, 4-30-20
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As federal politicians argue about pandemic relief payments for state and local governments, 
more than 600 North Carolina cities, towns, and counties are trying to develop budgets for the 
fiscal year that begins July first.
Feature, ME, 5-5-20

Governor Roy Cooper has laid out his plan and timeline for stage one of what he calls a "phased 
re-opening" of North Carolina's economy.
Interview, ME, 5-6-20

Legislation that would make it easier to cast an absentee ballot in North Carolina this year has 
passed the state House and will be taken up soon in the senate. It's a striking case of 
bipartisanship in a state accustomed to deep partisan divisions over elections law. Rusty Jacobs 
reports.
Feature, ME, 6-2-20

Race/Diversity:

North Carolina's stay-at-home order prohibits gatherings of more than ten people. In Durham, 
that restriction is no more than five people.
Feature, ME, 4-23-20

19-year-old Brayan Guevara [Brian Gue VAH RAH] struggled with his Afro-Latino identity 
after moving to Greensboro, North Carolina from New York.
Feature, ME, 4-30-20

Raleigh joins several other North Carolina cities tonight in instituting a curfew. Mayor Mary-
Ann Baldwin says everyone must be off the capitol city streets starting at 8 pm.
Interview, ATC, 6-1-20

Protests turned violent in several North Carolina cities over the weekend. The scene was 
particularly bad in Raleigh, where protestors damaged almost every storefront on Fayetteville 
Street on Saturday night.
Feature, ME, 6-1-20

Protests have spread around the state and country this week. Some have been peaceful, others 
confrontational. In the triangle, two very different scenes played out in Raleigh and Durham. We 
have reports from both cities, first we begin with Jason deBruyn in Raleigh.
Feature, ME, 6-5-20

In the month since George Floyd’s killing sparked protests nationwide, some demonstrators in 
Durham have literally taken their message to the police.  They've pitched about a dozen tents in 
front of police headquarters, and have been camping out since the city council unanimously 
approved 70-million dollars in funding for police, a 5-percent increase that council members said 
was necessary due to inflation.
Feature, ME, 6-26-20
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Sports:

Weather:

Other:

As the Coronavirus has spread across the U.S, *gun sales* have *surged.* And that means many 
new gun owners...taking home a deadly weapon for the first time.  In response, long-time gun 
owners are stepping up to help these newcomers get some training in the age of social distancing. 
Guns And America’s Leigh Paterson reports.
Feature, ATC, 4-9-2020

The Muslim holy month of Ramadan (rah-mah-DAHN) began last week and continues through 
May 23rd. But stay-at-home orders and social distancing are causing Muslims in Charlotte to 
change how they observe their religion’s most important month. WFAE’s Michael Falero (fah-
LAIR-oh) reports.
Feature, ME, 5-4-20

California’s Bay Area has been praised across the country for its success reducing gun violence. 
But as Guns And America’s Jonathan Levinson reports, it’s not clear how effective these 
programs actually are in the long run.
Feature, ATC, 5-7-20

Meat processing plants have become hotspots for COVID-19 in North Carolina. Employees 
describe working conditions that do not include any kind of social distancing. Advocates say 
while some plants have made changes to protect workers, those changes were slow to come. 
Celeste Gracia reports.
Feature, ME, 5-8-20

This Sunday [5/31] marks one year since a mass shooting at a municipal building in Virginia 
Beach, [Virginia], claimed the lives of 12 people and injured four.
Feature, ATC, 5-28-20

The COVID-19 pandemic and nationwide protests against police violence have put the country 
on edge. But the unrest appears to be to be a recruiting opportunity for some anti-government 
groups. Guns And America’s Heath Druzin (DROO-zin) reports from Idaho. And a warning to 
listeners: This story includes the sound of gunshots.
Feature, ME, 6-12-20

Cities all over the country run programs that connect low income kids to summer jobs. The kids 
earn some cash and learn new skills. In Denver, and elsewhere in the country, youth employment 
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programs are part of the city’s strategy to reduce gun violence. But this summer... in the midst of 
the pandemic... summer jobs look a little different. Guns And America’s Leigh Paterson (LEE 
PAT-er-son) reports.
Feature, ATC, 6-23-20
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