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PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS 

 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS 
WCLY-AM aired 13 hours of Public Affairs Programming: 
 

ON THE RECORD: ON THE RECORD: Produced by WRAL-TV,  ON THE RECORD is a 30-minute local interview program 
discussing issues of concern in the Triangle and State.  It airs Sundays 6-6:30 AM.* 
 
NEWS & VIEWS: NEWS & VIEWS is a 30-minute program focusing on government policy issues. It airs Sundays 6:30-
7:00 AM.* 

 
 
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS rotate throughout the broadcast day (24-hours) at random times.  Dates/times 
are noted by air staff when broadcast. 
 

CHURCH PROGRAMMING  
Duke Chapel is 60 minutes in length and airs at 11:00 am on Sundays (13 hours) 
 
 
  



THIRD QUARTER ISSUES: 
Issues are extrapolated from statements by local community leaders, including government, civic, church, and other 
organizations. Additionally, we monitor local news (TV, Radio, Newspaper, and the Internet) for comments/opinions of 
community leaders, in the effort to ascertain and prioritize community concerns. 
 
CORONAVIRUS 
As COVID-19 variants linger, most prominently the high-transmittable Omicron, new boosters were recommended and 
approved  for most people over age 18 in September 2022. Infections are expected to increase in colder months, but 
hospitalizations continue to decline and more therapeutics are available. 
 
CRIME/GUN VIOLENCE 
Fueled by gun violence, cities across the U.S. broke all-time homicide records in 2021. As a result of a mass shooting that 
killed 19 children in Uvalde, Texas, the Senate passed a modest gun safety bill in June. The bill enhances background 
checks for gun buyers under age 21, provides incentives for states to pass “red flag” laws that allow guns to be 
confiscated from people legally judged dangerous to own them, and tightens federal bans on domestic abusers. Locally, 
Durham is experiencing record levels of gun violence.  Violence again police officers is a growing concern. 
 
ECONOMY/ECONOMIC SUPPORT 
The Coronavirus, supply chain issues, and staggering inflation in 2021 hindered economic growth and continue to be the 
story of 2022. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and the resulting sanctions sent oil prices soaring, which further impacted 
worldwide economic recovery.  The Fed continues to raise interest rates to slow inflation. 
 
EDUCATION/SCHOOLS 
On-going Issues: Retaining and recruiting high-quality teachers, addressing the social and emotional learning needs of 
our kids, and adequately funding our schools. Regulation of school curriculums divides state board of education 
members, educators, and parents. 
 
EMPLOYMENT/UNEMPLOYMENT 
Unemployment is low in North Carolina as companies continue to struggle with fewer candidates available for hire. 
As predicted by economists, job growth slowed as the economy came down from last year’s boom and as higher 
borrowing costs make it harder for businesses to expand. 
 
ENVIRONMENT/NATURAL DISASTERS  
The EPA announced the establishment of an office designed to address the impacts faced by those living in underserved 
communities overburdened by pollution. Recent cases of contaminated water in North Carolina and Mississippi 
highlighted the problem. The EPA also announced initiatives to better understand PFAs/forever chemicals  in drinking 
water. 

Hurricane season runs June- November, Hurricane Ian affected North Carolina at the end of September. 
 
EQUALITY / HUMAN RIGHTS 
Systemic racism, LGBTQ, and gender continued to be debated in matters of law enforcement, employment, and 
education.  The continued immigration crisis at the Mexico border as citizens of neighboring countries continue to seek 
asylum in the United States highlight the country’s need for immigration reform. 
 
HEALTHCARE/MENTAL HEALTH/WOMEN’S HEALTH 
A Kaiser study confirmed some of their concerns:  About half of Americans, 51%, say they've put off or gone without 
some form of medical service in the past year because of its costs.  A bill for Medicaid expansion, which would bring 
government health insurance to hundreds of thousands North Carolina residents, has stalled. Mental health discussions 
related to COVID lockdowns, crime, social media, and celebrities calling attention to their struggles continue to 
dominate headlines.  

Women’s reproductive health was pushed to the forefront with the Supreme Court’s decision to overturn Rowe vs. 
Wade. 



 
 
POLITICS/VOTING RIGHTS 
Political gerrymandering is in national news with several state legislatures enacting maps designed to rig electoral 
outcomes and disenfranchise voters of color. In October, the NC Supreme Court is scheduled to hear a case in which 
Republican lawmakers contend they should be allowed to draw maps however they choose. 
 
POVERTY/FOOD INSECURITY/HOMELESSNESS 
As food prices surge during a time of record inflation, many Americans found their household budgets stretched thin at 
the supermarket.  Food banks and pantries also struggled with the increase in operational costs and a decrease in 
donations. 

A poll from Impact Genome and The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research finds that 23% of 
Americans say they have not been able to get enough to eat or the kinds of foods they want. Most of those facing food 
challenges enrolled in a government or nonprofit food assistance program in the past year, but 58% still had difficulty 
accessing at least one service. 
 
RELIGION/FAITH/ COMMUNITY 
The global pandemic accelerated the move to remote church services. However, the churches' roles elevated beyond 
their congregations. Churches have played an essential role in hosting COVID vaccinations, forums on social issues, and 
remote learning spaces over the past two years. 
 
SUBSTANCE ABUSE/ REGULATION  
Six people in North Carolina die every day from Opioid overdoses. North Carolina was involved in reaching the proposed 
$26 billion opioid crisis settlement with distributors McKesson, Cardinal Health, and Amerisource Bergen Drug as well as 
manufacturer Johnson & Johnson. Fentanyl killed more than 3,000 North Carolinians last year and the threat is growing. 
Rainbow Fentanyl is of concern for its resemblance to candy. 
 

The NC Senate passed a bill to legalize medical marijuana, but it went nowhere in the House of Representatives. 
 
TERRORISM/HOMELAND SECURITY/MILITARY 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine could have wide-ranging consequences: The financial impact, the humanitarian crisis, 
threats of nuclear strikes, and cyberattacks on financial institutions and power grids. The U.S. Army says it's working to 
recruit more young people to join the military as the pool of eligible Americans dwindles. Research from the U.S. 
Department of Defense shows only 2% of Americans ages 17 to 21 are eligible to serve in the military. 
 
  



THIRD QUARTER PROGRAMS: 
 
CORONAVIRUS  
 
NEWS & VIEWS 7/24/22 
Guest: UNC infectious disease expert Dr. David Wohl 
Well despite the vitally important service provided by vaccines, the COVID-19 virus continues to mutate and spread here and around 
the globe. And despite the recent emergence of the extremely contagious BA5 variant of the virus, it seems that a majority of 
Americans have – for now, simply decided to move on with their lives as if the precautions that marked the early months of the virus 
are no longer relevant or necessary. Unfortunately, throwing caution to the wind is not the path we should be following. Recently 
we sat down with Dr. Wohl to discuss where things stand two and half years into the pandemic and while he acknowledged that 
there are many gray areas and things about which we continue to learn, the efficacy and benefits of vaccines and proven public 
health practices remain clear and as important as ever. In Part Two of our conversation, we delved deeper into the benefits, risks 
and future of COVID vaccines and what parents ought to know as they contemplate vaccinating their children. We also discussed the 
emergence of the so-called monkeypox virus, how it’s spread, and what North Carolinians ought to know about this new public 
health threat.  
 
NEWS & VIEWS 9/18/22 
Guest: UNC Health infectious disease expert Dr. David Wohl  
The U.S is now two and a half years into the COVID-19 pandemic and while we have, thankfully, made tremendous progress since 
those dark and chaotic early days, hundreds of thousands of people continue to become infected, and hundreds of people continue 
to die, every day. Happily, however, we now have an exciting new tool to combat the virus. As we learned in a conversation with 
Professor David Wohl of the Division of Infectious Diseases at UNC Health, the latest COVID vaccine booster represents a huge 
scientific breakthrough. For the first time, we now have a safe and powerful vaccine that specifically targets the dominant COVID 
virus of the moment – the BA5 omicron variant. What’s more, as Wohl also told us, it now seems likely that annual COVID boosters 
may soon become as commonplace and lifesaving as annual flu shots. Issues discussed: vaccine and anti-viral improvements, flu 
season, and the latest of monkeypox.  
 
RECORDED PSA (July-September): Vaccine Education and Equity Project – COVID Education 
I’m Betsy Huber, president of the National Grange. Our roots are in agriculture, but our focus has always been on families and 
communities. I'm a mother, grandmother and great grandmother. I know how important it is to keep our kids healthy. COVID-19 
vaccination was a simple decision for me. I want to protect myself and my family from illness and hospitalization. COVID-19 vaccines 
are very effective at preventing the virus, but protection can wane over time. So, when should you get a booster shot and should 
your children get one? I tell parents and Grange members who asked me that the CDC recommends that everyone age five and up 
be vaccinated like the kids in our junior range program and everyone age 12 and up should get a booster shot. The best protection 
against COVID-19 for your family and mine is to be fully up to date on your COVID-19 vaccinations, including booster shots. For more 
information, visit COVID vaccine project dot org. 
 
RECORDED PSA (July-September): American Academy of Pediatrics - COVID 
Dr. David Hill with the American Academy of Pediatrics. Pediatricians have heard all the questions. How big will I be when I grow up? 
Do you like unicorns? Why do we have to eat our vegetables? Why is poop smelly? If I get sick will my brother get sick?  When will 
COVID go away? If you have questions about the COVID vaccine for your child, call your child's pediatrician today and schedule a 
time to talk.  
 
CRIME/GUN VIOLENCE  
 
ON THE RECORD 8/21/22 
NC Sheriffs Talk Openly About Inherent Dangers in Law Enforcement: NC Sheriffs have raw conversation with WRAL News about 
safety after string of deputy shootings 
 
PSA RECORDED (July-September): Gun Safety – Ad Council  
It was a normal day. He was in some minor accident, a fender bender. And I had this impulse to call him that. I didn't because I 
thought I could call him. Later that week, he abandoned the car. He came home and he shot himself without ever talking to anyone. 
When I came home that night and I found her, they told me that she had shot herself and I couldn't believe it. I asked if he was OK. 
Shooting is unfortunately effective. There are not a lot of second chances. Once you pull that trigger, that's it. There is no coming 
back. 63 Americans a day die by gun suicide. By storing our guns safely locked, loaded, and away from ammo, we can give our loved 
ones a second chance at life. Learn more at NoFamilyFire.org. 



PSA RECORDED (July-September): United States Deputy Sheriff’s Association  
United States Deputy Sheriff’s Association is a national nonprofit and America's largest non-governmental provider of services to law 
enforcement. USDA assists city, county, state, and federal law enforcement agencies through our many varied programs, including 
free safety equipment, donations, free officers, survival training, cash donations, and condolence letters to the family of law 
enforcement officers who perished in the line of duty. USDA also offers college scholarships for the dependent children of law 
enforcement, along with a citizen awareness program and thank you cards to law enforcement. These are just some of the ways 
United States Deputy Sheriff’s Association assists America's law enforcement and the citizens they serve. For more information 
about United States Deputy Sheriffs Association or to see how you can help visit WWW Dot US Deputy Dot Org.  
 
RECORDED PSA (July-September): National Crime Prevention Council 
I'm a wife and the mother of two kids and I've got a good job - A pretty important job. Because of my family and my job, I really care 
about this neighborhood. It's a good neighborhood. Yes, there's no crime. And when I drive to work like now, I realized that some 
people here don't trust the police. So, the police should be reaching out to this community and this community should reach out to 
the police. That's the way to make this a safer place. And when I get to work in the precinct house and put on my uniform, I can tell 
you as a police officer that this department is reaching out to the community and the community is doing its part. We're building 
partnerships. This should be happening everywhere. This is how we can all be safer. Get involved, start the conversation. Start the 
conversation and help stop crime. To learn the five things you can do, go to NCPAC.PreventViolent Crime.  
 
ECONOMY/ECONOMIC SUPPORT 
  
ON THE RECORD 7/3/22 
 Experts Explain The Why of Inflation and When We Could See Relief 
The gas you use to travel. The home you're eager to buy. And the groceries you want to fill your pantries and refrigerators -- all are 
now impacted by that 9-letter word: Inflation. 
 
ON THE RECORD 7/17/22 
NC Ranked #1 for Business  
The results are in and North Carolina is #1. CNBC names our state the best in the country for business. 
 
ON THE RECORD 7/10/22 
Senate President Pro Tem, minority leader talk legislative session 
North Carolina's annual legislative session wrapped up a week ago with lawmakers passing a new state budget but leaving a number 
of other major issues unresolved, including the Republican Party's newfound support for Medicaid expansion in North Carolina 
 
EDUCATION/SCHOOLS  
 
NEWS & VIEWS 7/24/22 
Guest: Charlotte-Mecklenburg public school teacher and education policy analyst Justin Parmenter 
The policy issues surrounding teacher pay are a perennial subject of debate in North Carolina, but of late, things have taken on a 
new and different tenor as some conservative officials have attempted to introduce a new way of calculating pay rates that 
deemphasizes teacher experience and elevates things like test scores and student surveys.  Issues discussed: teacher recruitment 
and retention, teacher satisfaction, teacher pay, state Superintendent Catherine Truitt, former Governor Jim Hunt. 
 
NEWS & VIEWS 7/31/22 
Guests: Education advocates Letha Muhammad and Matt Ellinwood  
It’s been 25 years now since the state Supreme Court ruled in the landmark Leandro case that all North Carolina public 
schoolchildren have a constitutional right to an opportunity to receive a “sound basic education.” Unfortunately, thanks to repeated 
delays and outright refusals on the part of elected officials to act – particularly the Republican leadership of the General Assembly – 
the court’s ruling has largely been ignored. Now, finally, in what could be the ultimate make-or-break moment in this saga, the case 
will come before the Supreme Court again next month. And recently, in order to find out what will be at stake and why a huge group 
of community organizations is calling on the court to take strong action, we caught up with a pair of the state’s top education 
advocates– Letha Muhammad - Executive Director of Education Justice Alliance and attorney Matt Ellinwood of the North Carolina 
Justice Center’s education & Law Project. We discuss the upcoming case before the NC Supreme Court and what’s at stake for the 
state’s school children. 
 
NEWS & VIEWS 8/14/22 
Guest: North Carolina state representative Rachel Hunt 
The new school year is just weeks away and all across North Carolina, districts are encountering a big new problem that would have 



once been unimaginable: large numbers of teacher vacancies. Thanks to things like low pay, tough working conditions, competition 
from other employers and the lingering impacts of the pandemic, thousands of North Carolinians who would have been thrilled to 
find (or hold on to) work in our public schools are now saying ‘no.’ 
Earlier this week, we got a chance to learn more about this problem and some of the things our state ought to be doing to address it 
in a chat I had with one of the state legislature’s most outspoken advocates for public education, Mecklenburg County state 
Representative Rachel Hunt.   
 
NEWS & VIEWS 8/21/22 
Guest: North Carolina Association of Educators president Tamika Walker Kelly  
As we head into the new school year, North Carolina has a big teacher shortage on its hands and the reasons are no real mystery. 
For more than a decade, legislators have been slashing funding, increasing class sizes, and just generally discouraging smart and 
caring people from entering and staying in the profession.   And now comes another controversial action. Under a new 
compensation and licensing plan recently unveiled by education officials, teacher pay would become largely a function of student 
test scores and surveys, while professional experience and credentials would be deemphasized. Not surprisingly, the proposal is not 
sitting well with a lot of teachers and recently we caught up with one of their leaders, North Carolina Association of Educators 
president Tamika Walker Kelly. Ms. Walker Kelly’s plea to state officials: don’t just drop this kind of plan on us; work with teachers 
collaboratively to make things better. 
 
RECORDED PSA (July-September): UNC Greensboro – Prosperity  
More than one million North Carolina adults never completed college. At UNC Greensboro, we believe excellence in education 
changes lives. That's why we provide path to prosperity for more first generation and lower income students than any other public 
university in the state. We build the nurses and health care professionals, teachers and social workers, business owners and artists 
that make North Carolina better for all. Find your prosperity here. Visit Prosperity UNCG.edu. 
 
PSA RECORDED (July-September): Communities in Schools  
For the safety of students, families, and teachers, schools across our country are closing. School closures can have significant and 
lasting consequences, particularly for vulnerable students, students who may face hunger, homelessness and even trauma. That's 
where our organization, Communities in Schools can help. For years, we've had caring adults inside schools helping these students 
stay in school. Now we are taking our work beyond the school walls. Our caring adults are delivering meals, providing household 
supplies, connecting kids with online classrooms, and using technology to maintain the one-on-one relationships we know can 
transform the lives of students and their families, communities and schools going wherever we are needed, doing whatever it takes 
to empower students to succeed in school and in life. To see how you can help kids succeed, visit Communities in Schools Dot Org. 
 
EMPLOYMENT/UNEMPLOYMENT  
 
NEWS & VIEWS 9/4/22  
Guest: North Carolina AFL-CIO communications Director Jeremy Sprinkle  
As our nation celebrates the annual Labor Day holiday, you don’t have to be an economist or a policy wonk to discern that significant 
change is afoot in the relationship between American workers and employers. Thanks to a combination of factors – the pandemic, 
changing demographics, the fast-evolving nature of work, and widespread frustration with wealth and income inequality -- workers 
are standing up to demand better pay and working conditions. And, in many places, those efforts are leading to a resurgence in 
public support for (and a willingness to join) labor unions. Indeed, as some recent successful organizing efforts attest, this 
phenomenon is even taking hold in a so-called “right to work” state like North Carolina. And earlier this week, we got a chance to 
learn a little bit more about this shift – where it’s taking hold, why it’s happening, and what’s next – in a conversation with the 
communications director and operations manager for the North Carolina state AFL-CIO, Jeremy Sprinkle.    
 
ON THE RECORD 7/31/22 
Dwindling Childcare Options Put Parents in a Bind 
In the early days of the pandemic -- school and daycare closures stopped moms from being able to return to the labor force. Today, 
like much else, the problem is supply and demand. 
 
ENVIRONMENT/NATURAL DISASTERS  
 
NEWS & VIEWS 8/21/22 
Guest: Will Scott of the North Carolina Conservation  
As Americans suffer through yet another summer of record-breaking extreme weather and confront daily the many frightening 
impacts of the global climate emergency, recent action in Washington offers some rays of hope. Under the climate provisions of the 
Inflation Reduction Act that President Biden signed into law last week, the U.S. will make some vitally important headway in 



lowering carbon emissions through an array of new investments in clean and sustainable energy, electric vehicles and environmental 
justice. And recently we got a chance to learn more about these important and promising new laws and investments in a 
conversation North Carolina Conservation Network Energy Policy Manager Will Scott.  Issues discussed: climate change, energy 
conservation, the Inflation Reduction Act. 
 
ON THE RECORD 7/24/22 
Scorching Temperatures Across the US and Western Europe 
This week, you can't escape the heat. Not the scorching temperatures, not the conversation about what this heatwave means for 
the state, the country and the globe. 
 
RECORDED PSA (July-September): NC Clean Energy Technology – Upcyclers   
Congrats Cristina and Carmen. You've always been the green family composting to cut waste. You've even washed and reused the 
same straw for the past ten years. But this time you've taken it up another notch by purchasing this electric vehicle. You're putting 
gas, oil, and harmful emissions in the rearview for good, which will leave you thinking peace every time you plug in. Good for your 
conscience. Great for the planet. That's the power of EV.  
 
RECORDED PSA (July-September): NC Clean Energy Technology Center – Budget Brenda 
Bravo, Brenda. You've always been a saver. Price matching your price matches the self-proclaimed queen of extreme couponing. But 
this time you truly outdone yourself by saving for this electric vehicle. You're locking in up to 1,000 dollars a year in fuel and 
maintenance savings, which will leave you saying, “cha ching” every time you unplug. Good for your wallet and great for the planet. 

RECORDED PSA ( July-September)  NC 811 
For projects big or small, play it safe when you plan on digging and call or click 811 three working days before you dig. 811 is the first 
step to getting your buried underground utilities like gas electric or Internet lines located.  Having these lines marked before digging 
helps keep you, your family, and your neighborhood safe. 811 is fast, free and it's the law. So, don’t forget to make the call to 811.  

EQUALITY / HUMAN RIGHTS  
 
NEWS & VIEWS  7/17/22 
Guests: Quisha Mallette on the NC Justice Center and Lauren Robbins of the ACLU-NC 
Every year thousands of innocent Americans are arrested and accused of crimes and later released or found to be not guilty. 
Unfortunately, for many of these people the trauma of such an experience doesn’t always end there. In many places, including 
North Carolina, predatory businesses obtain the mugshots that law enforcement officers take during the initial booking process, 
publish the photos online or in giveaway magazines, and then demand payment from the exposed individuals to take them down. 
And while it’s true that such photos are public records, advocates like attorney Quisha Mallette of the North Carolina Justice Center 
and litigation paralegal Lauren Robbins of the ACLU of North Carolina say it ought not to be legal for profiteers to, effectively, extort 
money from people – especially those who are innocent – to take them down.  
 
NEWS & VIEWS 8/14/22  
Guest: Noel Nickle and Nick Courman of the North Carolina Coalition for Alternatives to the Death Penalty: This coming week 
marks the 16-year anniversary of the date on which North Carolina carried out its last execution of a person on the state’s Death 
Row. As in a large and growing number of states, the death penalty here seems to have become – for a variety of reasons – 
essentially obsolete. This, even though the penalty remains on the books and the state continues to sentence people to it. We sat 
down with a pair of advocates -- Noel Nickle and Nick Courman from the North Carolina Coalition for Alternatives to the Death 
Penalty – who are working hard to get state lawmakers to take a fresh and critical look at the subject. And this week they’ll be 
hosting events in multiple locations around the state that are designed to expose some enormous flaws in the death penalty – from 
its racist roots to the fact that our flawed criminal justice system continues to unjustly convict and sentence innocent people.  
 
NEWS & VIEWS 9/4/22  
Guest: North Carolina AFL-CIO communications Director Jeremy Sprinkle 
As our nation celebrates the annual Labor Day holiday, you don’t have to be an economist or a policy wonk to discern that significant 
change is afoot in the relationship between American workers and employers. Thanks to a combination of factors – the pandemic, 
changing demographics, the fast-evolving nature of work, and widespread frustration with wealth and income inequality -- workers 
are standing up to demand better pay and working conditions. And, in many places, those efforts are leading to a resurgence in 
public support for (and a willingness to join) labor unions. Indeed, as some recent successful organizing efforts attest, this 
phenomenon is even taking hold in a so-called “right to work” state like North Carolina. And earlier this week, we got a chance to 
learn a little bit more about this shift – where it’s taking hold, why it’s happening, and what’s next – in a conversation with the 
communications director and operations manager for the North Carolina state AFL-CIO, Jeremy Sprinkle.    



 
HEALTHCARE/MENTAL HEALTH  
 
NEWS & VIEWS  7/17/22 
Guest: State Rep. Deb Butler of New Hanover County: North Carolina has a new budget for the state fiscal year that began July 1. 
Despite his deep misgivings about many provisions, Gov. Roy Cooper recently signed a $28 billion plan drafted mostly behind closed 
doors by Republican legislative leaders. In agreeing not to veto the measure, Cooper expressed hope that the compromise will move 
the state closer to a breakthrough agreement for closing the state’s massive health insurance coverage gap by expanding Medicaid. 
 
NEWS & VIEWS  7/17/22 
Guest: Jina Dhillon of the Triangle-based global reproductive health organization IPAS: Advocates for reproductive freedom have 
been telling us for decades that the reversal of Roe v. Wade would bring about a healthcare disaster for women across the United 
States and in recent weeks this tragic situation has already started to materialize. Recently, in an effort to learn more about the 
kinds of repressive and harmful laws that are starting to take effect and what it could mean women in the impacted states, we sat 
down with an expert who’s watched these kinds of laws be enforced in several other nations around the world for years. Jina Dhillon 
is the policy and advocacy manager for the Triangle-based global reproductive health organization IPAS, and as she told us, American 
backsliding on abortion rights comes at a time when most of the rest of the world is moving in the opposite direction 
 
NEWS & VIEWS 8/7/22 
Guest: North Carolina Congresswoman Kathy Manning  
It’s now been over a month since the U.S. Supreme Court reversed the Roe v. Wade decision and ended the half-century-old 
fundamental right enjoyed by pregnant Americans to control their own reproduction. And as we’ve come to learn from legal experts 
in the days that have followed, the Court’s right-wing majority may well target other constitutional protections – including the right 
to use contraception and the right of same-sex couple to marry. Fortunately, some members of Congress are working to forestall 
such a disastrous result by advancing federal legislation to protect these basic rights, and recently we caught up with one of the 
leaders in this important effort, North Carolina congresswoman Kathy Manning. 
 
NEWS & VIEWS 8/21/22 
Guest: Kaylan Szafranski, NC Child Health Program Director 
A report released recently by the children’s advocacy group NC Child paints a sobering picture of the way North Carolina is 
responding to a mental health crisis that’s been afflicting the state’s children. The new Kids Count data book by the Annie E. Casey 
Foundation finds that while the state and nation have made some headway in reducing child poverty, there have been big and 
disturbing jumps in the number of kids experiencing anxiety and depression (and even attempting suicide) in recent years. We  sat 
down with NC Child’s Health Program Director Kaylan Szafranski to learn more about the crisis and some steps state lawmakers 
should be taking to address it. Issues discussed: Mental health, Medicaid expansion, wrap-around services for school children.  
 
ON THE RECORD 7/10/22 
Senate President Pro Tem, minority leader talk legislative session 
North Carolina's annual legislative session wrapped up a week ago with lawmakers passing a new state budget but leaving a number 
of other major issues unresolved, including the Republican Party's newfound support for Medicaid expansion in North Carolina. 
 
ON THE RECORD 8/7/22 
Abortion on the Ballot, Kansas Voters Preserve Abortion Rights 
In Kansas, voters overwhelmingly chose to preserve abortion rights in their state constitution. 
 
RECORDED PSA (August-September): Department of Labor – Mental Health 
One in five working age Americans has a mental health condition. People in all types of jobs and at all levels. And the key to helping 
us succeed is a supportive and inclusive workplace. All of us have a role to play in making that happen. What can I do to help? As a 
CEO, I can set the tone for supportive culture. As a manager, I can offer assistance and accommodations. As a co-worker, I can listen 
and be a source of support to my colleagues and someone with a mental health condition. I can ask for what I need to perform my 
best. I can offer all employees the supports they need to deliver on the job for the team and for the business. What can I do? What 
can I do? What can I do? I can remind others that we all benefit from workplaces that promote good mental health. Mental health 
friendly workplaces are more important than ever. All of us have a role to play in promoting them. Learn more. What can you do 
campaign dot org. 
 
POLITICS/VOTING RIGHTS  
 
NEWS & VIEWS 7/31/22 



Guest: National democracy reporter Kira Lerner  
Donald Trump’s big lie that he won the 2020 presidential election has spurred a lot of highly questionable developments in American 
politics over the past year and a half, but as democracy reporter Kira Lerner of States Newsroom reported for NC Policy Watch 
recently, one of the most destructive involves the enactment of scores of new Republican-authored voter suppression laws. In 
Georgia, for instance, it’s now a crime to give someone food or water while they’re waiting in line to vote. And sadly, as Lerner told 
us when we caught up with her, there are now many such highly questionable new criminal laws on the books in several GOP 
controlled states.  Issues discussed: election laws that have intimidated election officials and the potential impact on future 
elections. 
 
NEWS & VIEWS 8/14/22  
Guest: Tom Jensen of Raleigh-based Public Policy Polling 
Well, amazingly enough, early voting in the fall midterm elections in North Carolina starts in just over two months and all across the 
state and nation, candidates, journalists, political observers and average citizens are attempting to divine what’s going to happen. If 
past experience is any indication, 2022 should be a big year for Republicans given that they’re the party out of power in Washington, 
but as veteran pollster Tom Jensen of Raleigh-based Public Policy Polling told us earlier this week, some other important factors 
could give a big boost to Democrats – perhaps most notably, the new energy that the Supreme Court’s reversal of Roe v. Wade has 
provided to millions of people of both parties who want to protect reproductive rights. 
 
NEWS & VIEWS 9/4/22  
Guests: Former Charlotte Mayor Jennifer Roberts and former state Supreme Court Justice Bob Orr, co-directors of the North 
Carolina Network for Fair, Safe and Secure Elections  
One of the most destructive and worrisome phenomena to afflict American politics in recent years has been the viral spread of crazy 
lies and conspiracy theories about the honesty of our elections. Spurred on by former President Trump and a confused but noisy 
group of his supporters, an unfounded perception has arisen in many corners that American elections have somehow become 
dishonest and rigged by mysterious and nefarious forces. The truth is that this claim is simply false. In fact, American elections 
remain among the world’s most honest and secure. And recently, in an effort to help spread this important truth, some prominent 
North Carolinians of varying political persuasions have formed a new bipartisan group called the North Carolina Network for Fair, 
Safe and Secure Elections and recently we got a chance to have an extended conversation with the founders of the group.  
 
NEWS & VIEWS 8/7/22  
Guest: Attorney Whitley Carpenter of the advocacy group Forward Justice  
When you think about it, the idea that all people convicted of felonies should automatically lose their right to vote makes very little 
sense. This is especially true for those who’ve served their prison sentences and are now back in the community trying to rebuild 
their lives. Thankfully, a state court order issued earlier this year brought an end to this practice by striking down a statute that 
barred many people with felony convictions – a group that consists disproportionately of people of color – from voting. Last week, 
the judges’ order  took effect and more than 56,000 people on probation and parole regained their right to vote. And recently we 
caught up with one of the advocates who helped usher in this long overdue change, attorney Whitley Carpenter of the nonprofit law 
and policy center, Forward Justice. 
 
ON THE RECORD 9/4/22 
The Wake County Sheriff's Race: Republican Donnie Harrison and Democrat Willie Rowe will go head-to-head in the Nov. 8 election. 
 
ON THE RECORD 9/18/22 
The Candidates Vying for Two NC Supreme Court Seats: Republicans Trey Allen and Richard Dietz and Democrats Sam Ervin IV and 
Lucy Inman are vying for two seats on the North Carolina Supreme Court. 
 
POVERTY/FOOD INSECURITY/HOMELESSNESS  
 
PSA RECORDED(July-September): Feeding America – Ending Hunger 
Hi, I'm Danica Patrick and proud and watching my nieces grow, play and learn is amazing, but not every child gets to be carefree. 
One in six kids in the U.S. are hungry. One in six. That little girl sitting alone at the playground. She can't play like the other kids. She 
doesn't have the energy because she's hungry. School lunch will be her only meal today. It. breaks my heart that this is the reality in 
our country, but it's something that Feeding America is working to change. Each year, the Feeding America network of food banks 
rescues billions of pounds of good food that would have gone to waste. This food is then provided to families and children in need. 
Being a kid should be about using your imagination, learning and having fun. These children shouldn't have to miss out on simply 
being a kid because they're hungry. To find out how you can help end childhood hunger in your community. Visit Feeding 
America.org. 
 



PSA RECORDED (July-September): Communities in Schools 
For the safety of students, families, and teachers, schools across our country are closing. School closures can have significant and 
lasting consequences, particularly for vulnerable students, students who may face hunger, homelessness and even trauma. That's 
where our organization, Communities in Schools can help. For years, we've had caring adults inside schools helping these students 
stay in school. Now we are taking our work beyond the school walls. Our caring adults are delivering meals, providing household 
supplies, connecting kids with online classrooms, and using technology to maintain the one-on-one relationships we know can 
transform the lives of students and their families, communities and schools going wherever we are needed, doing whatever it takes 
to empower students to succeed in school and in life. To see how you can help kids succeed, visit CommunitiesInSchools Dot Org. 
 
RELIGION/FAITH/ COMMUNITY  
 
Duke Chapel Service Topics 
07/03 God's Voice, God's Surprise  08/28 The Hospitality of Humility 
07/10 Prophesying and Teaching Then & Now 09/04 Changing Your Mind 
07/12 The World Turned Upside Down  09/13 Joy Wins 
07/24 Untitled     09/18 Sabbath as Solidarity 
07/31 What Was Paul Thinking?   09/25 In Between Nothing 
08/07 Readiness    10/03 A Legacy of Faith 
08/14 Shipwrecked Faith   10/09 When Love Is Not Enough 
08/21 Religion and the Breach   
 
SUBSTANCE ABUSE/ REGULATION  
 
NEWS & VIEWS 8/4/22 
Guest: Wake County Board of Commissioners chairman Sig Hutchinson 
On Tuesday of this past week, Wake County held its first community meeting on how it will spend its share of a historic $26 billion 
National Opioid Settlement – more than $35 million over the next 18 years. And clearly, it’s a problem badly in need of fresh ideas. 
Nearly 200 people died of drug overdoses in Wake County last year and more than 1,000 landed in hospital emergency rooms. Some 
2,917 received medication-assisted treatment for addiction and 546 were saved from overdoses by naloxone. Sig Hutchinson spoke 
passionately about the need for creative and determined work to tackle the problem. He sat down with us to discuss some of those 
ideas. 
 
NEWS & VIEWS 9/11/22 
Guest: Policy Watch investigative reporter Joe Killian  
Most North Carolinians are aware of the ongoing and deadly statewide opioid epidemic, but there’s an aspect of the crisis about 
which many remain dangerously uninformed: it’s called fentanyl. As NC Policy Watch reporter Joe Killian detailed in a recent report, 
fentanyl – a powerful synthetic opioid that’s found its way onto the street – is the main driving factor behind the crisis in recent 
years because fentanyl is so cheap, easy to manufacture and manipulate, and up to 50 times more potent than heroin, it’s often 
used as a filler with other drugs – like heroin, cocaine and meth. And this hard fact can easily lead to quick and tragic results – even 
for people who are just casual users. Fentanyl killed more than 3,000 North Carolinians last year and the number will soar even 
higher this year. We sat down with Joe to discuss his reporting on the toll fentanyl is taking, as well as some of the approaches – 
some helpful, some questionable – that are being advanced to help address the crisis. 
 
NEWS & VIEWS 9/11/22 
Guest: North Carolina Attorney General Josh Stein  
As we learned in the previous segment, the opioid crisis that’s plaguing our state and nation is killing thousands of North Carolinians 
per year and this disturbing fact has prompted a number of responses from elected leaders – some helpful and some of 
questionable value. Thankfully, one state official whose office has been making a real difference in bringing some of the instigators 
of this crisis to justice and directing funding to where it can help save lives is Attorney General Josh Stein. Thanks in large part to the 
work of attorneys in Stein’s office, billions of dollars in ill-gotten profits raked in by the pharmaceutical industry are now flowing 
back to states and local governments to help fund programs designed to attack the crisis.   Attorney General was kind enough to join 
us for a special extended conversation in which he detailed these efforts, several other consumer protection initiatives in which his 
office has recovered large sums from corporate bad actors, and why he has made protecting reproductive rights of North Carolina 
women a top priority. 
 
PSA RECORDED (July-September): Safe Pharmacy – Rogue Online Pharmacies  
 Charlie died after taking a single pill that turned out to be counterfeit. He was having back issues and it was a counterfeit poisonous 
pill. Websites and social media selling fake medicines may look legitimate, but they're not. Drugs from these rogue pharmacies could 



have fillers like sawdust or deadly fentanyl. He died in less than 15 minutes after taking the pill. Now there's a free tool that can give 
you peace of mind. At Safe Dot Pharmacy. Enter the pharmacy web address and you'll know if the site you're using is safe. If you're 
not getting your prescriptions from a legitimate source, that next dose you take could be your last. We just don't want other people 
to go through what we're going through. Just horrific. Go to Safe Dot Pharmacy and  find out about fake medicine on social media 
and if the site you're buying from is safe.  
 
RECORDED PSA (July-September): Unused Opioid Disposal  
Unused prescription opioid pain medicines can spell trouble. They can spell risk if taken by someone they weren't prescribed for.  
Harm, if accidentally taken by a child or a pet or overdose if they're not used as directed, safely dispose of opioids before they can 
hurt your family, find a drug, take back option such as medicine drop boxes. You may find these in your community and local 
pharmacies or police stations visit www FDA DOT GOV SLASH DRUG DISPOSAL. 
 
RECORDED PSA  (July-September): CDC – Drug Overdose Campaign 
Hey, you got any gum? Yeah. Check my backpack. What's this? Oh, that's Naloxone. It can reverse n opioid overdose. I decided 
always keep it on me after my friend almost died. It saved his life. Oh, wow. I'm so sorry. That makes me want to have it with me 
too. You totally should. Check the pharmacy. It was actually really easy to get and it's easy to use. I definitely will. Thanks. Naloxone 
saves lives. Learn more at CDC.gov/Stop overdose. 
 
TERRORISM/HOMELAND SECURITY/MILITARY  
 
NEWS & VIEWS 9/18/22 
Guest: Duke University professor David Schanzer, director of Triangle Center on Terrorism and Homeland Security 
It’s been more than two decades now since the September 11th attacks made the word “terrorism” a dominant topic in American 
policy and politics. And while strong disagreement remains as to the wisdom of the so-called “war on terror” our nation conducted 
in response, one thing almost all Americans would have thought unimaginable during most of the last 21 years is the situation we 
confront today. As Duke University Professor and terrorism expert David Schanzer explained to us in a conversation we had earlier 
this week, the top present day terrorism threat in our country comes not from abroad, but from domestic extremists– disaffected 
and delusional people like those who invaded the U.S. Capitol last January 6. In Part One of our chat, we discussed how this 
transition – the demise of the emphasis on combating Islamic extremism and the rise of domestic terror -- came about. In Part Two 
of our conversation, we dug into several aspects the top terror threat facing our country in 2022 – the rise of domestic right-wing 
extremism like that which gave rise to the January 6, 2021 invasion of the U.S Capitol. And as Schanzer told us, while recent law 
enforcement actions like the prosecution of hundreds of January 6 insurrection participants has almost certainly had an important 
deterrent effect, the challenge to our country remains significant – especially as more and more once mainstream conservative 
groups embrace the disturbing rise of white Christian nationalism.       
 
RECORDED PSA (July-September): North Carolina Army National Guard – Make a Difference 
You want to feel important? You want to be a part of something bigger, something that matters and can help change things? You 
want to feel like you belong? We know. We felt that way too. That's why we did something about it. We aren't just Army National 
Guard soldiers. We are normal people just like you. And together we can make a difference. Take on your legacy. Visit National 
Guard Dotcom to find out more. 
 
PSA RECORDED: Army National Guard – Be First  
Serving part time in the Army National Guard has led to a lot of firsts for me, the education assistance I received made it possible for 
me to be the first person in my family to go to school and graduate debt-free. Dedication helped get me to the first day at my dream 
job -  a job that I can still hold while I serve part time. That job, just the other benefits possible from the Army National Guard, 
helped me become a first time homeowner. I'm also part of my role as a National Guard soldier means I know that I can be one of 
the first to respond and help my community if disaster ever strikes. I'm extremely proud that I get to serve my community. And that 
first step I took by joining the Army National Guard has made all the difference in my life. Talk to your local recruiter or visit 
NationalGuard.com to find out what firsts are available to you. 
 
 
 


