
                                       WMBR 88.1 FM   
                     QUARTERLY ISSUES & COMMUNITY ASCERTAINMENT   
                                  1ST QUARTER / January 1 – March 31, 2017 
 
            The following is a list, of issues, the management, of WMBR Radio, has determined to be   
             of significant importance, to the citizens of Cambridge and the Greater Boston Area of   
                Massachusetts. Each issue was treated through the station’s most significant issue-  
                      responsive programming and community activities, during the reporting period.                
                                                     

             “Radio with a View” - Sundays, 10am – Noon 

                   “What’s Left” - Fridays, 6pm – 7pm 

 

                                                   ACTIVISM  

PROGRAM:   Radio with a View  
HOST:           Marc Stein 
GUESTS:       L.A. Kauffmann/author, activist, organizer, theoretician 
TOPIC:          History of Direct Action and Its Importance in the Age of Trump 
AIRED:         Sunday, March 19th      
DURATION:  40 minutes 
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:   N/A 
Ms. Kauffman, the author of "Direct Action: Protest and the Reinvention of American 
Radicalism.", spoke about the uses and limits of direct action. She argued for militant, 
non-violent direct action only, with no attacks on persons. She noted the role of building 
both single-issue and coalition movements, especially those that break racial and gender 
boundaries from the very beginning. Kauffmann also argued that while people need 
internal breaks in activism, they need to be engaged throughout what looks to be a long 
struggle ahead. 

                                                                                  ART & CULTURE  

PROGRAM:   Radio with a View  
HOST:           Marc Stein 
GUESTS:       Peter Schuman/founder and impresario of Bread and Puppet Theatre 
TOPIC:          Bread and Puppet Theatre in Cambridge 
AIRED:         Sunday, January 29th      
DURATION:  30 minutes 
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:   N/A 

Mr. Schuman discussed his new play, Faust 3, in Cambridge on Feb. 9 and argued for the 
imperative of seeing a reborn Faust as emblematic of human struggle. He also discussed 
theater in these troubled times and how his troupe will continue to work with those 
opposing the rise of repression. Schuman, now 83, spent his early years under Nazi and 
fascist rule in Germany and his opposition to such oppression fuels his works. 



 

 

                                                              ECOLOGY  

PROGRAM:  What’s Left 
HOST:           Linda Pinkow 
GUEST:         Colby Cunningham/Fossil Free Somerville member 
TOPIC:          Divesting from Fossil Fuels 
AIRED:         Friday, January 13th     
DURATION:  30 minutes 

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:   N/A 

Ms. Cunningham discussed the recent decision, of the Somerville Retirement Board, to 
consider the risks of fossil fuels in decisions about their investments. Their new rules will 
move them toward divesting from companies that sell fossil fuels. Somerville became the 
first municipality, in the state, to explicitly take climate change into account in its 
investment policy. We discussed what the Somerville Retirement Board may do next, and 
how this affects other Massachusetts cities and towns. 

 

                                                           EMPLOYMENT  

PROGRAM:   Radio with a View 
HOST:           Marc Stein 
GUESTS:       Cedric De Leon/Providence College Professor of Sociology 
TOPIC:          The Working Class and Politics in America 
AIRED:         Sunday, December 4th     
DURATION:  30 minutes 
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:   N/A 

Professor De Leon, of Providence College, also an author, discussed his new book "The 
Origins of Right to Work." He noted that the patterns of white privilege continued to 
shape worker responses to the economic crisis of our times. He also argued that the 
Democratic Party dramatically failed to speak to and with these angry and unhappy 
workers in the Midwest and, in so doing, lost their support. 

       

 

 

 

    

 



             

                                                            HOUSING  

 

PROGRAM:   What’s Left 
HOST:           Linda Pinkow 
GUESTS:       Grace Ross/Massachusetts Alliance against Predatory Lending 
TOPIC:          Foreclosures in Massachusetts 
AIRED:         Friday, February 17th     
DURATION:  23 minutes 

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:   N/A 

Ms. Ross, discussed their campaign to help foreclosed homeowners find out if banks 
violated the law to take their homes away. She talked about how banks have enriched 
themselves through illegal foreclosures, and what the state government could do to better 
protect homeowners. 

 
 

 

                                                        HUMAN INTEREST  

 

PROGRAM:   Radio with a View 
HOST:           Marc Stein 
GUEST:         Susan Quinn/author – “Eleanor and Hick” 
TOPIC:          The Relationship between Eleanor Roosevelt & Lorena Hickock 
AIRED:         Sunday, February 5th     
DURATION:  35 minutes 
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:   N/A 
Ms. Quinn discussed her new book about the decade long affair and several decades’ 
long friendship between Eleanor Roosevelt and Lorena Hickock. How Hickock affected 
Eleanor's sense of self and how she helped turn her into a writer and an activist. Quinn 
also looked at how a relationship of this sort fit with Eleanor's understanding of women 
as her circle included several other long-partnered lesbian relationships. We also 
discussed how someone as savvy as Eleanor would respond to Donald Trump today. Ms. 
Quinn responded that she would calmly call him out and argue that people must never 
surrender to his policies or his personal brutalities. 

 

 



 

                                                     INEQUALITY/WEALTH  

 

PROGRAM:   What’s Left 
HOST:           Linda Pinkow 
GUESTS:       Jeannette Huezo and Mike Leyba of United for a Fair Economy 
TOPIC:         Wealth and Racial Inequality 
AIRED:         Friday, January 27th     
DURATION:  27 minutes 

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:   N/A 
Ms. Huezo and Mr. Leyba spoke about their 2017 annual report, State Of The Dream, 
which discusses wealth inequality among people of color. They provided data and 
analysis of the current state of economic inequality, why people of color have so much 
less wealth than white people overall, and efforts to promote economic justice. They 
discussed the effects of housing discrimination, educational inequality, and other forms 
of discrimination on the racial wealth divide. 

 

                                                                                        MILITARY 

PROGRAM:   Radio with a View 
HOSTS:         Marc Stein 
GUEST:         Jerry Kuzmarov/University of Tulsa 
TOPIC:          Mercenaries Fighting for the United States Government 
AIRED:         Sunday, February 19th      
DURATION:  35 minutes 
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:   N/A 

Mr. Kuzmarov discussed his article on "The New Merchants of Death" about mercenary 
armies employed by the US. He argued how this keeps Americans from being aware of 
our military activity. These forces, he argues, are not governed by the same law and 
restrictions as other forces. He noted their expense and their connection to both political 
parties and argued that they undermine democracy. 

 

PROGRAM:   Radio with a View 
HOSTS:         Marc Stein 
GUEST:         Reimer Braun/co-president International Peace Bureau in Europe 
TOPIC:          Militarization in the United States and Europe 
AIRED:         Sunday, March 12th      
DURATION:  35 minutes 
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:   N/A 



Mr. Braun spoke of militarism in the US and Europe as well as the involvement of young 
people in the struggles for peace in the US and the imperative of including issues of 
increased military spending with the struggle against cuts in social services. He also 
noted the difficulties of the peace movement in Europe and argued that Europe and the 
US are at the same place in our struggles. 
 

 

                                                             POLITICS 

 

PROGRAM:   Radio with a View 
HOST:           Marc Stein 
GUEST:         Sarah Van Gelder/co-founder of Yes! Magazine 
TOPIC:          Local Activism in a Time of Darkness 
AIRED:         Sunday, February 12th     
DURATION:  30 minutes 
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:   N/A 

Ms. Van Gelder discussed her new book, “The Revolution Where You Live”, which 
chronicles her 12,000 mile road trip across the US visiting and studying local activism 
and projects in the unlikeliest of places. She discussed these as part of the view that 
outsiders can reshape America and related that to the 2016 election. She concluded the 
imperative of resistance to the assault of the Trump movement retaining both its local 
force and its national connections. Our strength will come from the politics of touch, 
direct contact and direct action. 

 

 

PROGRAM:   Radio with a View 
HOSTS:         Marc Stein 
GUEST:         Chip Berlet/Journalist/analyst of Right Wing Actions 
TOPIC:          Rise of the Right Wing  
AIRED:         Sunday, March 5th      
DURATION:  35 minutes 
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:   N/A 

Mr. Berlet discussed the rise of the right in American life today. He noted the imperative 
of remaining connected locally even as people resist right wing actions nationally. He 
also spoke to the imperative of understanding the causes of the decline of working class 
support for the Democratic Party in some white working class communities 
 

 



                                                                         RACISM/HUMAN RIGHTS 

 

PROGRAM:   What’s Left 
HOST:           Linda Pinkow 
GUEST:         Michelle Tat/Massachusetts Transgender Political Coalition member 
TOPIC:         Trans and Queer Liberation 
AIRED:         Friday, January 6th     
DURATION:  25 minutes 

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:   N/A 
Ms. Tat, who is one of the organizers of the upcoming Trans and Queer Liberation Rally 
which was being planned for the weekend of January 13th, at the State House in Boston. 
We discussed the issues to be addressed at the rally, including LGBTQ rights, white 
supremacy, immigrants’ rights, and how to build solidarity in the Boston area to oppose 
local threats to civil rights, including the Boston Police Departments plan to purchase 
social media surveillance software. 

PROGRAM:   Radio with a View 
HOST:           Marc Stein 
GUEST:         Richard Cahan/author 
TOPIC:          The World War II Japanese American Incarceration 
AIRED:         Sunday, January 15th      
DURATION:  30 minutes 
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:   N/A 
Mr. Cahan, author of "Un-American: The Incarceration of the Japanese During World 
War II", argued that what occurred to Japanese Americans, during World War II, was not 
interment, but rather incarceration. He noted the fear of that period and the parallels with 
our own times around Muslims. He talked about the dignity the photographers, who 
chronicled the event, brought to their subjects. His book follows the indignities suffered 
by these citizens and their elder non-citizens. He argued, citing Antonin Scalia, that we 
always stand poised to throw human and civil rights out the window when scared. 

 

PROGRAM:  What’s Left 
HOST:           Linda Pinkow 
GUEST:         Natalicia Tracy/Executive Director Brazilian Worker Center 
TOPIC:         Women Organizing for Equal Rights and Justice 
AIRED:         Friday, March 10th     
DURATION:  30 minutes 
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:   N/A 
Ms. Tracy, also a lecturer in labor studies and sociology at UMass Boston, was one of the 
speakers at the March 11th “A Day Without Women” rally in downtown Boston. We 
discussed the rally, which was part of a national day of action on International Women's 



Day, calling for pay equity; access to child care; affordable housing; immigrant rights; an 
end to violence against women and for the protection of women’s reproductive and labor 
rights. 

 

 

                                                                                 COMMUNITY INTERESTS 

 

PROGRAM:  What’s Left 
HOST:           Linda Pinkow 
GUEST:         Jimmy Tingle/comedian and activist 
TOPIC:          Humor for Humanity 
AIRED:         Friday, February 3rd     
DURATION:  15 minutes 
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:   N/A 

Mr. Tingle talked about his Humor for Humanity initiative, which supports local 
nonprofit organizations, providing them with money and publicity. We discussed his 
upcoming performance at Sanders Theater in Cambridge which was a benefit for several 
local nonprofits. 

 

 

 

 


