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PUBLIC 

INTEREST

Gatlinburg’s 37th 

annual Fantasy of 

Lights Christmas 

Parade

The City of Gatlinburg’s 37th annual Fantasy of Lights Christmas Parade takes

place this evening in downtown Gatlinburg beginning at 7:30 p.m. with as

many as 80,000 spectators expected. According to a news release, the parade

will include more than 100 parade entries, over a dozen marching bands from

Tennessee, North Carolina, Virginia, Georgia, and Alabama, and giant helium

balloons. There will also be Pre-parade performances by local performers and

carolers. The release states that the parade will begin at Traffic Light #1A on

Hwy 321 and end about an hour-and-a-half later at Traffic Light #10. In

addition to the parade, crowds will experience the glow of Gatlinburg Winter

Magic, the City of Gatlinburg’s popular holiday lights program which has gotten

$1.6 million in new displays along with a 100-percent gradual conversion to

energy-efficient LED bulbs. For more information, call 800-56-VISIT (568-

4748) or visit www.gatlinburg.com.

12/7/2012 0:50 12:07 & 16:08



HUMAN 

INTEREST

Stranded hiker According to a news release from the Tennessee Highway Patrol, the THP

Aviation and Special Operations Unit rescued a stranded hiker from the Great

Smoky Mountains National Park on Friday afternoon. The State Troopers

departed from Nashville in the agency’s Huey helicopter to assist in the search

and rescue effort. Steven Ainsworth, 65, of Washington, N.C., was

discovered by the THP special operations crew at approximately 2:54 p.m.

(EDT). The National Park Service requested the assistance of the THP after

receiving information from the Cherokee, N.C. 911 emergency center that a

hiker called and indicated he was trapped on the Appalachian Trail in the

Smokey Mountains. Apparently, he had encountered waist deep snow and had

been stranded for several days. Park Rangers had attempted to locate the

hiker, however, chest deep snow and the hiker’s location prevented them from

proceeding with the search. Prior to the Huey’s arrival, the THP’s East

Tennessee pilot had also made an effort to find the hiker. However, the cloud

cover caused poor visibility. The THP helicopter arrived at Gatlinburg airport in

the early afternoon for a briefing with park rangers. It then launched to the

shelter site where the hiker had stayed for one to two nights and tracked his

footprints in the snow for approximately a mile and a half before spotting his

camp, where he was rescued using using a hoist from the aircraft. Ainsworth

was transported to the Gatlinburg-Pigeon Forge Airport in Sevierville, where he

was met by emergency personnel on the ground. He was then taken to

LeConte Medical Center for medical evaluation and treatment.  

11/3/2013 1:11 12:07 & 16:07

EDUCATIO

N

Education grant The Associated Press recently reported that Tennessee's Education 

Department has been awarded a federal grant for more than $5.5 million to 

improve pay structures and provide greater professional opportunities to 

teachers in high-poverty schools. On Thursday the U.S. Department of 

Education announced the Teacher Incentive Fund award that will serve school 

districts in Haywood, Lincoln and Polk counties. The money will help fund the 

state's Recognizing Excellence in Rural Tennessee project. It will build on 

recent efforts to implement a statewide educator evaluation system that ties 

student outcomes to educator effectiveness ratings.

10/1/2012 0:28 12:07 & 16:07

.



HEALTH Certified nursing 

homes to receive 

training.

The Tennessee Department of Health Office of Health Care Facilities is 

providing special training for every certified nursing home in Tennessee. TDH 

has received grant approval from the federal Centers for Medicare and 

Medicaid Services to expend more than $370,000 in federal civil monetary 

penalty funds collected from deficient nursing homes, and will use these funds 

to provide the training. This is the largest single CMP grant application 

approved by CMS Region 4 to date this year.

In the “Partnership to Improve Dementia Care in Nursing Homes” initiative, 

released by CMS in May, a national goal was established to reduce 

antipsychotic drug use among nursing home residents by 15 percent by the 

end of 2012 and further reduce those rates in 2013. As Tennessee has the 

highest usage of antipsychotic medications in the Southeast Region at 30.1 

percent for long-stay residents, with the national average being only 23.8 

percent, the office sought these funds to provide training to assist nursing 

homes toward this effort. The CMS funding enables TDH, in partnership with 

the Tennessee Advancing Excellence Coalition, to provide three symposiums 

across the state focused on how to effectively reduce antipsychotic drug 

therapy, address the root cause of behaviors and improve quality of life for 

residents living with dementia.  Every nursing home in the state has been 

notified of this training opportunity and provided with information on how to 

register.    

12/4/2012 1:12 12:07 & 16:07



WEATHER Planning and 

preparing for 

winter weather.

Snow, ice and sub-freezing temperatures of winter weather can come with little

or no warning, creating minor problems for some and major tragedies for

others. The Department of Health is working with the Tennessee Emergency

Management Agency and the Tennessee Department of Safety and Homeland

Security to remind residents about the importance of planning and preparation

to avoid weather-related problems in homes, outdoors or on the road this

winter. The three departments urge individuals to prepare with a sense of

urgency, because winter weather can be unpredictable and even deadly for

those who don’t have a winter emergency plan. Here are some suggestions on

planning and preparing for winter weather: Keep at least a half-tank of gas in

your vehicle at all times, and be sure you have an emergency kit in the vehicle.

This should include candles and matches; a blanket; food such as energy bars

and water; a small shovel; flashlight with fresh batteries; first aid supplies; a

charger for your cell phone; ice scraper; gloves and extra clothing. Before

traveling, have a mechanic inspect your vehicle to ensure it is road-worthy for

winter. Always tell someone your travel route and when you will arrive and

return. Better still, if you don’t have to drive, stay at home or use public

transportation. Routine inspections can help prevent home heating system

failures in cold weather. Change your return air filters to ensure efficiency and

make sure vents are not blocked by furniture

Make sure your smoke and carbon monoxide detectors have fresh batteries

and are working properly. Also, never use an outdoor grill indoors for cooking

or warmth, as these grills put out significant amounts of carbon monoxide and

increase fire danger.

12/28/2012 1:12 12:08 & 16:08


