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Introduction 

 
 
 
 

As per the revised Federal Communications Commission Public Inspection File Rule (section 73.3526 
(A)), This document is submitted in the licensee's good faith judgment.
 
 
The issue responsive news stories listed are those which represent the station's more significant 
treatment of the issues which we believed to be of the greatest concern during the preceding three 
months.
 
 
In order to allow for extended listener responsiveness, community ascertainments are conducted on an 
on-going basis. Areas not covered within our programming and news segments are addressed in public 
service announcements.
 
 
The following issues were of greatest community concerns to the listeners in the WNBF broadcast area 
for the quarter:
 

Economy/ Jobs/ Casino Development
             Environment/ Gas
             Crime/ Criminal Justice
             Health/ Safety
             Family/ Education



ECONOMY/ CASINO BID/ PERSONAL FINANCE

FIRST NEWS 1/6/15 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am :30 each time
11:04am
This feature addressed interest in the development of bids for 
casino licenses in New York by publicizing a letter sent to the state 
gaming commission by a coalition against gambling that says 
casinos will be a detriment to residents and the whole state.

SOUTHERN TIER 1/10/15  2:15pm 15:00
CLOSE UP  This edition of the weekly local public affairs show addressed a 

number of issues facing the City of Binghamton this year with 
most of them tying back to economic development as host, Kathy 
Whyte played a little game of cards with Mayor Richard David, 
having him draw cards that had issues listed on them like 
economic development, housing, parking, infrastructure and crime 
then addressing each issue as it came up.

FIRST NEWS         1/20/15 5:30am, 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am :30 each time
This feature addressed local business issues by publicizing today’s 
presentation of the regions economic forecast by the Greater 
Binghamton Chamber of Commerce.

FIRST NEWS        1/22/15 5:30am, 6:04am, 6:30am, 7:04am :50 each time
7:30am, 8:04am, 8:30am, 9:04am, 10:04am, 11:04am
Local leaders are concerned about getting assistance in launching 
economic development projects in the region. In response, WNBF 
aired this feature informing listeners that funding for agri-business 
as well as competitions for funding for green and other economic 
development funds for regions that include the Southern Tier are 
included in the governor’s budget proposal.

FIRST NEWS    1/28/15 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04 :30 each time
11:04am, 1:04pm
In response to concerns about the state of the local economy and 
employment outlook, WNBF aired this feature dealing with the 
latest unemployment statistics from the New York State 
Department of Labor.

FIRST NEWS   1/30/15 7:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :40 each time
This feature responded to concerns that smaller businesses get 
some better financing options to help them become established and 
grow by informing residents that the Broome County Industrial 
Development Agency has  launched the Grow Broome fund that 
offers longer term financing, larger loans, lower down payments 
and lower interest rates for small businesses.



ECONOMY/ CASINO BID/PERSONAL FINANCE

FIRST NEWS   2/2/15 7:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :30 each time
This feature dealing with the set up of three regulatory workgroups 
to draw up a first draft of proposed rules for new casinos in New 
York State addressed local interest in the possibility of the 
Southern Tier getting the remaining gaming license.

FIRST NEWS  2/4/15 9:04am, 11:04am :30 each time
This feature responded to local officials working to draw up the 
strongest proposal in a competition for New York State economic 
development money by publicizing the launch of a website for 
local residents to submit their economic development ideas.

FIRST NEWS  2/11/15 6:30am, 7:30am :30 each time
This feature responded to concern about the availability of jobs by 
publicizing job fair today at Binghamton University.

FIRST NEWS  2/17/15 5:30am, 7:30am, 10:04am :40 each time
Many of the area’s government and business leaders are expecting 
big returns in employment and revenue if the Southern Tier is 
granted the final casino license in New York.  WNBF responded to 
this issue by airing a report on the review of tax data from the last 
several states to open casinos that show overall revenue is coming 
in below baseline forecasts and that analysts question if the 
projections were wishful thinking.

SOUTHERN TIER 2/21/15 12:10pm 15:00
CLOSE UP ENCORE broadcast since the program for 1/10 didn’t air at its 

normal time due to a basketball game. 
This edition of the weekly local public affairs show addressed a 
number of issues facing the City of Binghamton this year with 
most of them tying back to economic development as host, Kathy 
Whyte played a little game of cards with Mayor Richard David, 
having him draw cards that had issues listed on them like 
economic development, housing, parking, infrastructure and crime 
then addressing each issue as it came up.

FIRST NEWS     2/12/15 5:30am, 7:30am, 9:04am, 11:04am :50 each time
As the bitterly cold weather continues, residents are struggling to 
hold the line on energy costs. In response, WNBF aired this feature 
dealing with information from New York State Electric and Gas on 
ways to save some heating energy.



ECONOMY/ CASINO BID/ PERSONAL FINANCE

FIRST NEWS 2/24/15 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am, 1:04pm   :50 each time
This feature dealt with the on-going efforts to secure a casino 
license for the Southern Tier by informing listeners that Tioga 
Downs owner, Jeff Gural has been contacted by the New York 
State Attorney General’s office and says the office is looking into 
the process that awarded a license to Tyre, in the Finger Lakes.

SOUTHERN 3/7/15 2:20pm 15:00
TIER CLOSE UP This edition of the weekly local public affairs program addressed 

local economic and job development issues as host, Kathy Whyte 
talked to the Executive Director and CEO of the Greater 
Binghamton Chamber of Commerce Lou Santoni about priorities 
and challenges for the chamber this year.

SOUTHERN  3/21/15 12:10pm 15:00
TIER CLOSE UP This feature addressed local economic issues pertaining to how the 

Discovery Center of the Southern Tier contributes to the tourism 
industry as host, Kathy Whyte talked with Center Marketing 
Director Martha Steed about the upcoming programs and how the 
offerings at the Binghamton hands-on children’s museum helps 
attract regional visitors.

FIRST NEWS  3/23/15 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am :30 each time
12:30pm
In response to concerns about the possibility of a fourth casino 
license being awarded to the Southern Tier, WNBF aired this 
feature updating residents with word that the New York State 
Gaming Commission is to meet today to vote on whether or not to 
reopen the bidding.

FIRST NEWS  3/24/15 5:30am, 6:04am, 6:30am, 7:04am, 7:30am :30 each time
FOLLOWUP 8:04am, 8:30am, 9:04am, 10:04am, 11:04am

This follow up report informed residents that the Gaming 
Commission did decide to reopen the bids and, so far, Tioga 
Downs is the only developer officially expressing interest.



ENVIRONMENT/ NATURAL GAS

FIRST NEWS 2/6/15 6:30am, 7:30am, 10:04am, 12:30pm :30 each time
This feature addressed environmental issues by informing residents 
that a company has been selected to change Binghamton’s street 
lights to LED, which is more energy efficient.

FIRST NEWS 2/11/15 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am, :30 each time
12:30pm, 2:03pm
The continues to be concerns about the effects of chemical 
contaminations at the former IBM Endicott site.  In response, 
WNBF aired this feature informing listeners that IBM is agreeing 
to pay some former workers who claimed their health was 
compromised by the vapor intrusion and chemical plume.

NEWS RADIO 3/16/15 & 2:03pm :40 each time
  3/17/15 6:04am 7:04am, 8:04am

This feature addressed continuing concerns about the future of 
natural gas exploration as anti-fracking activist, Walter Hang of 
Toxics Targeting said they want clarification from the governor 
concerning whether or not a true prohibition on hydraulic fracture 
drilling will be put in place in New York State.

FIRST NEWS 3/17/15 6:05am, 7:05am, 8:05am, 9:04am, :40 each time
11:04am, 1:04pm
In response to concerns about one of several contaminated sites in 
Broome County, WNBF aired this feature informing residents that 
the plans for limiting toxic waste impact from the former Triple 
Cities Metal Finishing Factory in Hillcrest is doen and involved 
removal of soil contamination and a cover system.

FIRST NEWS  3/20/15 5:30am, 6:04am, 6:30am, 7:04am :50 each time
7:30am, 8:04am, 8:30am, 9:04am, 10:04am
11:04am
This feature responded to environmental and economic concerns in 
the region in relation to the planned development of the 124 mile 
Constitution Pipeline and informed residents that a federal judge 
has ruled that the development can go through Susquehanna 
County, Pennsylvania in spite of seven property owners failing to 
give permission for right-of-way to their land.



CRIME/ CRIMINAL JUSTICE

FIRST NEWS 1/9/15 5:30am, 6:04am, 6:30am, 7:04am :30 each time
7:30am, 8:04am, 8:30am, 9:04am, 10:04am, 11:04am
This feature addressed the growing drug crime problem 
locally by informing residents that Broome County has put 
together the Broome Opioid Abuse Council.

FIRST NEWS 1/20/15 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am :30 each time
11:04am, 2:03pm
Officials in Delaware County expressed concerns in finding 
people who may have had issues dealing with Blue Moon 
Construction.  In response, WNBF aired this feature 
dealing with the larceny arrest of Lee McDonald and how 
people can reach the Delaware County District Attorney’s 
Office if they have concerns.

FIRST NEWS 1/26/15 7:04am, 10:04am :30 each time
This feature responded to concerns about preventable crime 
by publicizing a scam where a man got into a home 
claiming to be from the water department then telling the 
victim to check his water pressure.  While the victim was 
distracted, the intruder tampered with the telephone 
hookup.

FIRST NEWS 2/6/15 6:30am, 7:30am, 10:04am, 12:30 pm :30 each time
In response to concerns about an investment scam in 
Delaware County, WNBF aired this feature informing 
listeners that New York State Police are looking for other 
people who may have been victimized by Carl Carro of 
Walton.



HEALTH/SAFETY

FIRST NEWS 1/6/15 5:30am, 6:04am, 6:30am, 7:04am :30 each time
7:30am, 8:04am, 8:30am, 9:04am, 10:04am, 11:04am, 12:30pm
This feature addressed health and safety concerns by warning 
listeners of dangerous wind chills and how to protect themselves 
against frostbite and hypothermia.

FIRST NEWS 2/3/15 5:30am, 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am :40 each time
In response to concerns about ambulances and other emergency 
vehicles as well as plows getting down snow-clogged streets, 
slippery conditions caused by snow thrown into the road and 
pedestrians that could be hit by vehicles because they are walking 
in the street, WNBF aired this feature about winter road safety.

SOUTHERN 2/7/15 12:10pm 15:00
TIER CLOSE UP This edition of the weekly local public affairs show addressed local 

health concerns as host, Kathy Whyte talked with Broome County 
Health Department Communicable Diseases Nurse, Mari Yourdon 
about the sicknesses that are going around, the flu shot and how to 
avoid getting sick.

SOUTHERN  2/14/15 12:10pm 15:00
TIER CLOSE UP This edition of the weekly local public affairs program addressed 

serious health issues facing people with housing challenges in the 
area as host, Kathy Whyte talked to the Program Manager for the 
Binghamton Rescue Mission Whitney Place, Michael Ross about 
the efforts of local shelters to find room for everyone that needs a 
safe place to stay when it gets bitterly cold and about the upcoming 
Freeze Out 5K run/walk that will raise money and awareness.

FIRST NEWS  2/17/15 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :50 each time
This feature addressed the underlying issues associated with 
suicide by informing residents that several months after mental 
health officials said an app. was being developed for smart phones 
to aid people in identifying behaviors associated with the risk of 
suicide, the app. is being made available free of charge.

FIRST NEWS 2/24/15 7:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :30 each time
This feature informing residents that cases of Pertussis, or 
Whooping Cough have been reported at a Vestal School, included 
information on how to recognize the disease and what should be 
done.



HEALTH/ SAFETY

FIRST NEWS  2/26/15 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :50 each time
This feature dealing with a couple grease fires over the past few 
days also served as a safety reminder by informing residents they 
should never try to use water to put out a grease fire, don’t move 
the pan and proper ways to extinguish a grease fire.

SOUTHERN 2/28/15 12:10pm 15:00
TIER CLOSE U P This edition of the weekly, local public affairs program addressed 

a variety of health and safety issues as host, Kathy Whyte talked to 
the director of the Southern Tier Chapter of the American Red 
Cross, Shelly Bierwiler about Red Cross month and what the 
chapter has been especially busy with lately like assistance at 
numerous fire scenes.

FIRST NEWS  3/11/15 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am :30 each time
11:03am
This feature dealt with a seasonal danger by warning residents that 
with a recent thaw, ice is unstable, as evidenced by a dog that had 
to be rescued in Tompkins County when it fell through the ice 
while chasing a duck.

FIRST NEWS  3/19/15 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, :30 each time
11:04am, 12:30pm
In response to health concerns associated with nationally-
distributed food products, WNBF aired this feature informing 
residents that some Kraft macaroni and cheese dinner boxes placed 
under recall due to the possibility of metal in the product may have 
been distributed recently through the Food Bank of the Southern 
Tier and should be discarded.

NEWS RADIO 3/19/15 & 3:03pm :30 each time
                          3/20/15 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am

This feature addressed health and safety issues by informing 
residents that Emergency Management officials and the National 
Weather Service have cautioned people and businesses around 
local waterways to be on the lookout for isolated ice jam flooding.

FIRST NEWS  3/24/15 6:04am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am, 11:04am :50 each time
In response to concerns about the safety of prepared food, WNBF 
aired this feature publicizing what frozen spinach products are 
being recalled by Wegmans and Amy’s Kitchen due to concern of 
possible Listeria contamination.



FAMILY/CULTURE/EDUCATION

SOUTHERN TIER 1/3/15 12:10pm 15:00
CLOSE UP This edition of the weekly local public affairs show addressed 

concerns of families facing hunger challenges in our area as host, 
Kathy Whyte talked to Community Hunger Outreach Warehouse 
director Michael Leahey about why its important for these families 
that residents don’t forget donations to CHOW after the holidays.

SOUTHERN TIER 1/17/15 12:10pm 15:00
CLOSE UP              1/24/15 This edition of the weekly local public affairs show addressed 

family, education and environmental issues as host, Kathy Whyte 
talked with the Director Emeritus of Ross Park Zoo in 
Binghamton, Steve Contento about plans for the 2015 season, the 
challenges facing the 5th oldest zoo in the nation and what the loss 
of the American Zoo and Aquarium Association accreditation 
really means.

FIRST NEWS    1/26/15 6:30am, 8:04am, 11:04am :40 each time
This feature addressed family and education concerns by 
publicizing the events being held to celebrate National Catholic 
Schools Week in the Binghamton area.

SOUTHERN TIER 1/31/15 12:10pm 15:00
CLOSE UP This edition of the weekly local public affairs show addressed a 

number of issues facing the local population including families as 
host, Kathy Whyte talked to the executive director of  the Broome 
County Council of Churches, Joe Sellepack about the many 
programs operated by the council including support for area 
churches, the Community Hunger Outreach Warehouse, jail 
ministry and Ramp it Up wheelchair ramp construction program.

FIRST NEWS  2/10/15 7:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :40 each time
This feature addressed financial concerns of families who have one 
or more members headed to college by informing them that the 
Firefighters Association of the State of New York is extending its 
deadline to apply for its Tuition Reimbursement Program.

A MOMENT  2/24/15 8:25am 5:00
WITH ROGER NEEL This feature hosted by First News host, Roger Neel dealt with 

family issues as he talked with Mary Lowery and Zach Michah 
about the March 11 fashion show to benefit programs at the 
Mothers and Babies Prenatal Network.



FAMILY/ EDUCATION

SOUTHERN   3/15/15 12:10pm 15:00
TIER CLOSE UP This edition of the weekly local public affairs show dealt not only 

with educational programs available for students during spring 
break, but with programs appealing to all ages as host, Kathy 
Whyte talked with Kopernik Observatory and Science Center 
education Roy Williams about events at the facility in the spring 
and fall that range from math and science programs for children to 
things like the Moonlight Café and beer brewing programs 
appealing to adults.

SOUTHERN  3/28/15 12:10pm 15:00
TIER CLOSE UP This edition of the weekly local public affairs program again dealt 

with educational programs available to the community, especially 
during the spring break from school as host, Kathy Whyte talked to 
Broome County Public Library Director Lisa Wise about the 
programs, clubs and services available to people of all ages and 
technology knowledge.



Addendum 
 
 
 

"Binghamton Now":  In addition to the feature programming listed in the previous record, 
News Radio 1290, WNBF airs a daily live talk show in which the host interviews diverse local 
leaders and members of community organizations as well as engaging in discussion with callers 
about a variety of issues identified by the community and local leaders as of high concern. 
 
 
The program airs Monday through Friday for one-hour, seven-minutes between 9:10 and 11:55 
am.
 
 
 
 
 
Encounter: This community affairs program produced by the Broome County Council of 
Churches airs at various times on Saturdays and Sundays, is twenty-eight minutes in duration 
and deals with a number of topics ranging from personal finance, disaster recovery and faith-
based issues.
 
 
 

 


