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Introduction 

 
 
 
 

As per the revised Federal Communications Commission Public Inspection File Rule (section 
73.3526 (A)), This document is submitted in the licensee's good faith judgment.
 
 
The issue responsive news stories listed are those which represent the station's more significant 
treatment of the issues which we believed to be of the greatest concern during the preceding 
three months.
 
 
In order to allow for extended listener responsiveness, community ascertainments are conducted 
on an on-going basis. Areas not covered within our programming and news segments are 
addressed in public service announcements.
 
 
The following issues were of greatest community concerns to the listeners in the WNBF 
broadcast area for the quarter:
 

Economy/ Personal Finance/ Casino Development
Health/ Safety/ Medical Marijuana
Environment/ Natural Gas Drilling

            Culture/History/Leisure
Crime/ Drugs



ECONOMY/ PERSONAL FINANCE/ CASINO DEVELOPMENT

FIRST NEWS 7/1/15 5:30am, 6:04am, 6:30am, 7:04am, 7:30am :50 each time
8:04am, 8:30am ,9:04am, 10:04am, 11:04am
This feature addressed continued concern about whether the 
Southern Tier will be granted a casino license by informing 
residents that Binghamton City Council has unanimously voted to 
support a second casino bid for the region, this on the City’s North 
Side.

FIRST NEWS 7/6/15 5:30am, 6:04am, 6:30am, 7:04am, 7:30am :50 each time
8:04am, 8:30am ,9:04am, 10:04am, 11:04am
This feature also addressed the concerns about a Southern Tier 
casino license recommendation by informing listeners that, in a 
surprise and sudden announcement, the developer proposing a 
casino at the former Stow Manufacturing site in Binghamton has 
dropped his bid.

FIRST NEWS 7/7/15 5:30am, 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am 10:04am :50 each time
As more information becomes available about the reasons behind 
the dropping of the Binghamton casino bid, WNBF aired this 
feature passing along the information to listeners, clarifying that 
investors had pulled support over concern that tax incentives 
would not be available for cleaning up contamination at the Stow 
site.

FIRST NEWS 7/8/15 6:04am, 7:04am, 9:04am, 10:04am :30 each time
This feature concerning the securing of New York State funding 
for the rehabilitation of the former Big Lots plaza on the North 
Side of Binghamton to include a long-missing grocery store, 
addressed not only business interest but also health issues.

FIRST NEWS 7/14/15 3:30 pm
      and 7/15/15 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am :30 each time

This feature addressed concerns about assisting small businesses to 
get started and grow by informing residents that The Center 
incubator, that has been open only about a month is still adding 
businesses to its State Street, Binghamton facility.

FIRST NEWS 7/15/15  3:03pm :30 each time
      and 7/16/15 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am

There is ongoing concern about job creation in the region, 
especially in rural communities. In response, WNBF aired this 
feature informing listeners that FedEx is to open a freight facility 
in Lounsberry, creating 73 jobs.



ECONOMIC/ PERSONAL FINANCE/ CASINO

NEWS RADIO 7/20/15 & 2:03pm :30 each time
7/21/15 6:04am, 6:30am, 7:04am, 7:30am

8:04am, 8:30am, 9:04am, 10:04am 11:04am
This feature dealt with concerns about the strength of local 
manufacturing operations by informing residents that Lockheed 
Martin, which has a plant in Owego, is moving to buy Sikorsky 
Aircraft.

FIRST NEWS 7/21/15 5:30am, 6:31am, 7:31am, 8:31am :30 each time
10:05am
In response to interest in the effort to land a casino license in the 
Southern Tier, WNBF aired this feature informing listeners that the 
county hosting the winner of a license in the last round is making a 
move to try to block any other casino within 90 miles of that 
development, including Tioga Downs in Nichols.

FIRST NEWS 7/23/15 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am :30 each time
This feature dealing with the region’s monthly unemployment 
figures and the rate of economic recovery addressed  concerns 
about job availability and available spending in the area.

FIRST NEWS        8/5/15 5:30am, 6:04am, 6:30am, 7:04am, 7:30am :50 each time
8:04am, 8:30am, 9:04am, 10:04am, 11:04am
In response to concerns about companies staying, not only in New 
York State but also locally, WNBF aired this feature informing 
residents that the former Link Flight Simulation facility in 
Kirkwood is going to be turned into a multi-industrial use park, 
anchored by Modern Marketing Concepts of Binghamton.

FIRST NEWS      8/7/15 6:04am, 6:30am, 7:04am, 7:30am, 8:04am :40 each time
9:04am, 10:04am, 11:04am
This feature addressed concerns of agri-business in the region by 
informing residents that Dairy Farmers of America has agreed to a 
$50 million dollar settlement for an antitrust settlement with 
farmers in the northeast for attempting to drive milk prices down.

FIRST NEWS      8/7/15 5:30am, 7:05am, 8:05am, 9:05am, 11:05am :50 each time
WNBF aired this feature concerning the economic impact of the 
colleges and the university in the region which SUNY Broome 
President, Dr. Kevin Drumm says few residents are aware of.



ECONOMIC/ PERSONAL FINANCE/ CASINO

FIRST NEWS  8/10/15 5:30am, 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am :30 each time
This feature addressed local interest in the expansion of the 
hospitality industry in the region, much linked to Binghamton 
University, by informing residents that ground has been broken on 
the new Candlewood Suites Hotel being built on the Vestal 
Parkway.

FIRST NEWS 8/10/15 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :40 each time
Local retailers are concerned about changes coming to some credit 
cards later this year.  In response, WNBF aired this feature 
publicizing an upcoming seminar to talk to businesses about the 
new cards that will have a computer chip implanted but could hold 
businesses responsible for the cost of fraud if they don’t have 
devices to read the chip.

FIRST NEWS 8/17/15 7:04am, 8:30am, 11:04am :40 each time
This feature responded to concerns about small businesses being 
able to have resources for establishment and growth by informing 
listeners that The Agency is offering low interest loans of up to $2 
million for eligible businesses under the Grow Broome Fund.

FIRST NEWS 8/24/15 5:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am :60 each time
In response to concerns about the progress of development projects 
in Downtown Binghamton, WNBF aired this feature informing 
residents that the owners of Ellis Brothers Furniture have put their 
plans to renovate the former J.C. Penny building on hold 
indefinitely due a parking project at Metro Center being dropped.

FIRST NEWS  8/26/15 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :40 each time
1:04pm
This feature offering an update on progress in Tioga Downs’ 
application for a final casino license addressed very large concern 
in the area about the perceived benefits of the industry in the area.

FIRST NEWS 9/2/15 6:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am :50 each time
This feature addressed concerns about the Southern Tier’s chances 
of again winning an economic development funding award from 
New York State by publicizing an update given by the Southern 
Tier Regional Economic Development Council.



ECONOMIC/ PERSONAL FINANCE/ CASINO

FIRST NEWS9/16/15 5:30am, 6:04am, 6:30am, 7:04am, 7:30am :50 each time
8:04am, 8:30am, 9:04am, 10:04am, 11:04am, 12:30 pm
This feature addressed personal finance and business concerns by 
informing listeners that Binghamton Mayor Richard David’s 
proposed budget contains a negligible property tax increase for 
residents and a drop of .04% for commercial property.

FIRST NEWS 9/17/15 5:30am, 6:30am, 7:30am, 10:04am :60 each time
In response to concerns that the region continue to get support 
from New York State for economic development initiatives, 
WNBF aired this feature dealing with the approval of 15 more 
applications fro businesses to expand or locate in tax-free areas 
affiliated with colleges or universities, including Binghamton 
University.

FIRST NEWS 9/18/15 5:30am, 6:04am, 6:30am, 7:04am, 8:30am, :60 each time
9:04am, 10:04am, 11:04am
This feature responded to concerns surround an attempt to land a 
final casino license in the Southern Tier by publicizing today’s 
public hearing in from of the State Casino Location Board at 
SUNY Broome Community College.

SOUTHERN 9/26/15 12:10pm 15:00
TIER CLOSE UP This edition of the weekly local public affairs program addressed 

job issues at Oneonta Job Corps Center admissions counselor, Lisa 
Hall and admissions outreach specialist Lynn Price talk about the 
unique career training program for young people age 16-24 in 
several counties in the Southern Tier that offers a wide range of job 
possibilities on a live-in setting at dorms on the Oneonta campus.



HEALTH/ SAFETY/ MEDICAL MARIJUANA

FIRST NEWS 7/7/15 6:04am, 7:04am , 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :40 each time
This feature addressed health concerns following the legalization 
of medical marijuana in New York State with the slow pace of it 
actually materializing by publicizing a Syracuse company is set to 
develop a manufacturing and distribution site in Johnson City if it 
is granted one of five permits by the state.

FIRST NEWS 7/8/15 7:04am, 8:04am, 11:04am :40 each time
With rapidly growing interest locally in medical marijuana 
following announcement that Salus Scientific LLC of plans to 
open a manufacture and distribution facility in Johnson City, 
WNBF aired this feature informing listeners Salus plans to partner 
with the future Binghamton University Pharmacy and 
Pharmaceutical Sciences school and providing reaction to the plans 
from local officials.

FIRST NEWS 7/13/15 6:04am, 8:04am, 10:04am :50 each time
This feature addressed the interest in the opening of a medical 
marijuana facility in Broome County by informing listeners that a 
Wayne Count, New York company has applied to open a 
distribution point in Vestal while another applicant for a 
manufacturing and distribution network in Johnson City says if it 
gets a license, it also plans to open a distribution point in Vestal.

FIRST NEWS 7/13/15 6:30am, 11:04am :60 each time
This feature dealt with health concerns for all residents in the 
region as well as the need for military personnel to train for work 
in the field by publicizing Innovative Readiness Training 
sponsored by Chenango County Cares that pairs military people 
with residents anywhere for free health, eye, dental screenings and 
treatment and even veterinary services with no residency, income 
or insurance requirements.

FIRST NEWS 7/14/15 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :30 each time
In response to concerns about health and safety in the event of an 
emergency that interrupts power for lengthy periods of time, 
WNBF aired this feature informing residents that Binghamton and 
Endicott are among seven municipalities winning state funds to 
assess what needs to be done to establish a microgrid.



HEALTH/ SAFETY/ MEDICAL MARIJUANA

SOUTHERN TIER 7/18/15 12:10pm 15:00
CLOSE UP This edition of the weekly local public affairs program addressed 

health and other community concerns as host, Kathy Whyte talked 
to Catholic Charities of Broome County spokesman Ron Siweic 
about the First Step event that has participants collect at least 
$1,000 for Catholic Charities to be allowed to rappel down the side 
of the Double Tree hotel as well as about the many and varied 
programs and services offered by Catholic Charities to the 
community.

FIRST NEWS 7/24/15 5:30am, 7:30am, 10:04am :40 each time
This feature addressed mental health concerns by publicizing the 
Mental Health Association’s Rock Against Suicide today to raise 
money and awareness of local anti-suicide resources and the need 
of the community to reach out to people having difficulties.

SOUTHERN TIER  7/25/15& 12:10pm 15:00
CLOSE UP               8/1/15 This edition of the weekly public affairs program addressed 

concerns of families with developmentally disabled members as 
Executive Director of the Magic Paintbrush Project and one of the 
organizers of the Our Space at Rec. Park accessibility project, 
Jennifer O’Brien talked with host, Kathy Whyte about those two 
programs that help the health and well-being of the disabled and 
their caregivers.

FIRST NEWS     8/3/15 5:30am, 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am :30 each time
This feature addressed the interest in a proposal to develop a 
medical marijuana production facility in Johnson City with a 
distribution point in Vestal by informing residents that the bid did 
not win a license from the state.

FIRST NEWS    8/6/15 5:30am, 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am :40 each time
In response to concerns about the health of residents in all parts of 
Broome County, WNBF aired this feature concerning a new study 
by the Rural Health Network of South Central New York that says 
people living in rural areas are not as able to access all services, 
including health care, as urban residents.



HEALTH/ SAFETY/ MEDICAL MARIJUANA

SOUTHERN TIER  8/8/15 12:10pm 15:00
CLOSE UP This edition of the weekly local public affairs show addressed 

health and safety concerns and other issues involving local 
residents as host, Kathy Whyte talked to the Executive Director of 
the Boys and Girls Clubs of Binghamton Marybeth Smith about 
the Jim ‘Mudcat’ Grant All Star Golf Tournament that benefits the 
Boys and Girls Clubs, The Urban League of Broome County, 
Catholic Charities of Broome County and the Community Hunger 
Outreach Warehouse (CHOW).

SOUTHERN TIER  8/15/15 12:10pm 15:00
CLOSE UP This edition of the weekly local public affairs show addressed 

health issues associated with hunger challenges as host, Kathy 
Whyte talked to Community Hunger Outreach Warehouse 
(CHOW) director, Mike Leahey about the change in the date of the 
annual hunger walk as well as other developments with CHOW 
including rural outreach and the recent opening of a food pantry on 
the Binghamton University Campus.

FIRST NEWS 8/24/15 6:04am, 8:04am, 10:04am :30 each time
This feature dealt with health concerns facing seniors by informing 
listeners that Broome County Office for Aging is distributing 
farmers market coupons for seniors on fixed incomes.

FIRST NEWS  8/25/15 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :40 each time
In response to concerns showing Broome County residences often 
still have high contents of lead, WNBF aired this feature dealing 
with the announcement that federal money is being made available 
for lead abatement and other hazard abatement projects.

FIRST NEWS 9/15/15 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:30am, 10:04am :30 each time
This feature addressed safety concerns regarding the changing 
propane gas industry and publicized that firefighters in the region 
are attending a three day training session on responding to propane 
fires and other emergencies and mitigation.

SOUTHERN  9/19/15 12:10pm 15:00
TIER CLOSE UP This edition of the weekly local public affairs show addressed 

mental health issues as host, Kathy Whyte talked to Sarah Soules 
and Joanne Wier of the Mental Health Association of the Southern 
Tier about Suicide Prevention Awareness Month, Mental Health 
First Aid Training and an upcoming awareness bicycle ride.



HEALTH/ SAFETY/ MEDICAL MARIJUANA

FIRST NEWS 9/21/15 6:30am, 10:04am :30 each time
This feature addressed health concerns as pertained to hunger 
issues by informing listeners that the 33rd annual CHOW Hunger 
Walk drew a record number of walkers as well as food and cash 
donations that are still being tallied.

FIRST NEWS 9/22/15 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am :30 each time
11:04am
In response to concern about older residents being injured in falls, 
WNBF aired this feature publicizing Fall Prevention Awareness 
Day at the Oakdale Mall.



ENVIRONMENT/ NATURAL GAS DEVELOPMENT

FIRST NEWS  7/2/15 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :30 each time
This feature addressed clean energy concerns by 
publicizing Southern Tier Solar Works has information on 
a limited incentive program from New York State to help 
qualifying Southern Tier homeowners and small businesses 
to install or lease solar technology.

FIRST NEWS 7/9/15 5:30am, 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 11:04am :40 each time
In response to concerns about natural gas development in 
the region after New York State made the ban on fracking 
permanent, WNBF aired this feature informing residents 
that a group in Tioga County has applied for permits to use 
a gelled propane fracking method instead of the hydraulic 
fracking that has been banned.

SOUTHERN TIER 7/11/15 12:10pm 15:00
CLOSE UP This edition of the weekly local public affairs program 

addressed environmental issues associated with clean 
energy as host, Kathy Whyte talked to the program director 
of Southern Tier Solar Works, Adam Flint about the 
evolution and improvement in solar power technology and 
an incentive program being offered by New York State for 
a limited time for qualifying home and small business 
owners in the Southern to help in the installation or leasing 
of solar systems.



CULTURE/ HISTORY/ LIESURE

SOUTHERN TIER 7/4/15 12:10pm 15:00
CLOSE UP This edition of the weekly local public affairs program addressed 

interest in educational and entertaining activities for the family 
while also addressing environmental issues, as host, Kathy Whyte 
talked to Binghamton Zoo at Ross Park public relations 
coordinator Rachel Davenport about the Ice Cream Safari and 
other activities at the zoo over the next few months and the zoo’s 
mission of education and species preservation.

FIRST NEWS      8/17/15 6:04am, 7:30am, 9:04am :50 each time
This feature addressed interest in the region’s historical treasures 
by informing residents that plans are in the works to move the 
oldest of Broome County’s carousels from the lower part of Ross 
Park up the hill near the picnic pavilions.

FIRST NEWS    8/19/15 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am :40 each time
11:04am
In response to concern about the availability of a variety of arts in 
the region, WNBF aired this feature informing residents that the 
first concert of the Binghamton Philharmonic Orchestra has been 
canceled due to a contract dispute.

SOUTHERN TIER  8/22/15  12:10pm 15:00
CLOSE UP This edition of the weekly local public affairs program addressed 

leisure, culture, history and even economic issues as host, Kathy 
Whyte talked to New York State Fair spokesman Dave Bullard 
about all the changes being made to venders and venues at the fair, 
the preservation of the historic buildings at the nation’s longest 
continually run state fair and the impact of the Southern Tier on the 
fair, especially the agriculture industry.

FIRST NEWS  8/24/15 6:04am, 8:04am, 11:04am :50 each time
This feature addressed interest in good entertainment and 
education venues by publicizing the completion of a replacement 
amphitheater at Ross Park in Binghamton.

SOUTHERN TIER  8/29/15 12:10pm 15:00
CLOSE UP This edition of the weekly local public affairs program addressed 

arts and culture as host, Kathy Whyte talked to Cider Mill 
Playhouse actors, Josh Sedelmeyer and Danny Lundgren about the 
start of the new season and challenges facing union and non-union 
actors playing a venue like the Cider Mill.



CRIME/ DRUGS

FIRST NEWS 7/1/15 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :30 each time
This feature addressed legal concerns regarding fireworks in the 
wake of a change in state laws that would let communities allow 
sparkling fireworks if they choose, by reminding local residents 
that no communities in the Southern Tier opted to allow any kind 
of firework and launching explosives like bottle rockets are still 
banned state-wide.

FIRST NEWS 7/7/15 7:30am, 9:04am :30 each time
This feature responded to concern about the growing problem of 
heroin use and addiction in the region by publicizing the upcoming 
Community Awareness in the Park July 19 to educate the public 
about the problem in a family-friendly environment.

FIRST NEWS 7/21/15 5:30am, 7:30am, 10:04am :30 each time
In response to concern about an out of control addiction epidemic 
in the area, WNBF aired this feature publicizing a free seminar 
with a national expert on gangs and drug prevention in Downtown 
Binghamton.

FIRST NEWS 8/4/15 5:30am, 6:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am, 1:04pm :40 each time
This feature focused on crime prevention by publicizing some of 
the local activities being held to mark National Night Out Against 
Crime.

FIRST NEWS 8/27/15 6:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :40 each time
In response to concerns surrounding reports of people panhandling 
in business parking lots in Johnson City and other local 
municipalities, WNBF publicized a warning issued by the Johnson 
City Police including advising residents what to do if they really 
do think a person needs assistance.

FIRST NEWS 9/2/15 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :40 each time
Another warning is being issued about scams.  This time WNBF 
aired this feature in which Pennsylvania State Police say the scam 
where people pretend to be from the IRS to intimidate people into 
giving them money or personal information has not ended with the 
end of the tax filing season.



CRIME/ DRUGS

FIRST NEWS 9/18/15 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :30 each time
This feature addressed drug concerns in the region by informing 
listeners that a committee of the Broome County Legislature has 
tabled a proposal that called for using tax revenue from the 
distribution of medical marijuana to fund heroin awareness, 
education and treatment programs.



Addendum 
 
 
 

"Binghamton Now":  In addition to the feature programming listed in the previous record, 
News Radio 1290, WNBF airs a daily live talk show in which the host interviews diverse local 
leaders and members of community organizations as well as engaging in discussion with callers 
about a variety of issues identified by the community and local leaders as of high concern. 
 
 
The program airs Monday through Friday for one-hour, seven-minutes between 9:10 and 11:55 
am.
 
 
 
 
 
Encounter: This community affairs program produced by the Broome County Council of 
Churches airs at various times on Saturdays and Sundays, is twenty-eight minutes in duration 
and deals with a number of topics ranging from personal finance, disaster recovery and faith-
based issues.
 
 


