
WNBF 1290 AM 
BINGHAMTON, NEW YORK

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ISSUE RESPONSIVE PROGRAM LISTING
April, May, June 2015

 
 
 
 
 
Submitted July 1, 2015



 Introduction 

 
 
 
 

As per the revised Federal Communications Commission Public Inspection File Rule (section 
73.3526 (A)), This document is submitted in the licensee's good faith judgment.
 
 
The issue responsive news stories listed are those which represent the station's more significant 
treatment of the issues which we believed to be of the greatest concern during the preceding 
three months.
 
 
In order to allow for extended listener responsiveness, community ascertainments are conducted 
on an on-going basis. Areas not covered within our programming and news segments are 
addressed in public service announcements.
 
 
The following issues were of greatest community concerns to the listeners in the WNBF 
broadcast area for the quarter:
 

Economy/ Jobs/ Casino Development
Environment/ Natural Gas Drilling
Health/ Safety

            Crime/ Criminal Justice
            Culture/Arts/History



ECONOMY/ CASINO BID/ JOBS

FIRST NEWS 4/1/15 6:04am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am, 1:04pm :40 each time
This feature addressed regional economic concerns by informing 
listeners that the New York Jets have decided not to return training 
camp to Cortland next year, a camp that generated about $20 over 
the past five years.

FIRST NEWS 4/1/15 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :40 each time
In response to concern that local losing bidders in the casino 
license process in New York could chose not to submit a new bid 
since they had to file a $1 million application for the first round, 
WNBF aired this feature informing residents that the losers are 
actually being refunded a portion of that investment, including 
$602,000 for Tioga Downs and $607,000 for Traditions.

FIRST NEWS 4/2/15 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am, 1:04pm :40 each time
This feature responded to concerns that the region can still 
generate high paying manufacturing and defense industry jobs by 
publicizing that Custom Systems Integration in Endicott has landed 
over $2 million in new contracts with the Defense Department and 
NASA and is looking to fill new positions created by the contracts.

FIRST NEWS  4/7/15 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am, :50 each time
2:03am
In response to concerns about regulations in the gas fields in the 
Northern Tier of Pennsylvania, WNBF aired this feature informing 
residents that the Pa. Department of Environmental Protection is 
extending a planned comment period on proposed tougher 
regulations for the Marcellus Shale, which could impact that 
region’s economy as well as health and environment.

FIRST NEWS  4/22/15 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, :30 each time
11:04am, 12:03pm
This feature addressed concerns about the local job market by 
publicizing the March unemployment rates and pointing out while 
the filing rate is down, the region lost 2,300 jobs over the past year.

FIRST NEWS 4/30/15 6:04am, 7:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am, 2:03pm :30 each time
In response to concerns that starting businesses get help financially 
in getting off the ground in the Southern Tier, WNBF aired this 
feature dealing with the launch of the 76West Clean Energy 
Business competition for some $20 in New York State funding.



ECONOMY/ CASINO BID/ JOBS

NEWS RADIO 5/18/15 and 2:03pm :40 each time
  5/19/15 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am

This feature dealing with plans for the sale of 300 miles of 
Delaware and Hudson Railway tracks to Norfolk Southern 
addressed local commerce concerns as goods pass through the 
local region by rail daily.

SOUTHERN 5/23/15 12:10pm 15:00
TIER CLOSE UP This edition of the weekly local public affairs program addressed 

downtown Binghamton issues as host, Kathy Whyte talked with 
Eric Denk from the Downtown Binghamton Farmers’ Market 
about the upcoming season and the economic and health benefits 
of a farmer market in the center of the City of Binghamton.

FIRST NEWS  5/27/15 5:30am, 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am. 10:04am :60
This feature regarding the New York State Gaming Commission 
review of successful casino bids also addressed local concern 
about an award of another license for the real Southern Tier by 
informing listeners that the commission is expecting a second bid 
for the region from an unnamed developer.

FIRST NEWS   6/3/15 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :60 each time
In response to interest in the possibility of developing a full casino 
resort in the Southern Tier, WNBF aired this feature publicizing 
word that a second group, besides Tioga Downs, is expected to 
submit a license bid.

NEWSRADIO  6/4/15 & 4:03pm :50 each time
                          6/5/15 5:30am, 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am

In response to local concern for support for developers looking to 
start small businesses as well as for established small businesses, 
WNBF aired this feature publicizing the opening of a new small 
business incubator in Binghamton.

NEWSRADIO 6/9/15 & 4:30pm :50 each time
 6/10/15 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am

This feature publicizing the start of a comprehensive study of 
parking in downtown Binghamton addressed concerns of 
businesses, merchants, residents and shoppers in the area 
surrounding a lack of adequate, convenient parking.



ECONOMY/ CASINO BID/ JOBS

FIRST NEWS  6/16/15 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :50 each time
As there continues to be concern about available parking in 
downtown Binghamton, impacting businesses and others, WNBF 
aired this feature publicizing where residents can find the on-line 
survey that will be used as part of a study on parking.

FIRST NEWS  6/17/15 6:03am, 7:30am, 10:04am, 1:04pm :30 each time
This feature addressed concerns about job availability in the region 
by publicizing the upcoming Greater Binghamton Chamber of 
Commerce Career Fair.

SOUTHERN 6/20/16 & 12:10pm 15:00 each time
TIER CLOSE UP 6/27/15 This edition of the local public affairs program addressed a number 

of issues, including business and tourism as host, Kathy Whyte 
talked with the President of the Downtown Binghamton Business 
Association, Ron Sall about plans for the upcoming July Fest that 
draws hundreds of vendors and thousands of visitors.

FIRST NEWS 6/30/15 5:30am, 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am  :30 each time
This feature responded to continued concerns about the possibility 
of a full-service casino being located in the area by informing 
residents that Binghamton City Council is meeting in a special 
session to consider a resolution in support of developing a casino 
at the site of the former Stow Manufacturing plant on the North 
Side.



ENVIRONMENT/ GAS DEVELOPMENT

FIRST NEWS  4/1/15      6:04am, 6:30am, 7:04am, 7:30am, 8:04am :30-:40 each time
This feature addressed regional drilling concerns, both environmentally 
and economically by publicizing that New York’s highest court has ruled 
that the state’s indefinite ban on gas drilling is not an event that validates 
extending lease agreements.

FIRST NEWS   4/3/15    6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :30 each time
In response to concerns about getting away from fossil fuels in the 
region, WNBF aired this feature publicizing a campaign being launched 
at Binghamton University today to encourage residents and businesses to 
turn to solar power.

SOUTHERN  4/4/15   12:10pm 15:00
TIER CLOSE UP This edition of the weekly, local public affairs program addressed issues 

of the unique environment in the Twin Tiers as host, Kathy Whyte talked 
to National Weather Service, Binghamton Warns Coordinating 
Meteorologist, David Nicosia about the winter that was, how local 
forecasts are made, changes in technology and what makes forecasting 
weather in this area the hardest in the nation.

FIRST NEWS 4/8/15& 4:03pm :50 each time
                        4/9/15    6:30am, 7:30am

 This feature responded to concerns about continued potential health and 
environmental impacts from pollution at the former IBM Endicott 
manufacturing location by publicizing a presentation today by the Western 
Broome Environmental Stakeholders Coalition on what has been done so 
far and what is proposed by the Department of Environmental 
Conservation.

SOUTHERN  4/18/1512:10pm 15:00
TIER CLOSE UP This edition of the weekly local public affairs show addressed 

environmental issues as host, Kathy Whyte talked to Earth Day Southern 
Tier board members Chris Burger and Melissa Grippen about the 
upcoming 25th annual  Binghamton Earth Fest and how environmental 
perceptions and practices have changed over the past 25 years.

FIRST NEWS 4/30/15 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :50 each time
 This feature dealing with the company developing the Constitution 
Pipeline being asked to re-submit its application for a water quality permit 
to the Department of Environmental Conservation addressed concerns 
about the impact of the 124 mile long natural gas transmission line on 
wetlands and water quality.



ENVIRONMENT/ GAS DRILLING

FIRST NEWS  5/4/15 5:30am, 6:04am, 6:30am, 7:04am, 7:30am :30 each time
8:04am, 8:30am, 9:04am, 10:04am, 11:04am
This feature addressed concerns about destruction of natural habitat and 
resources by publicizing a fire danger in the region, a large brush fire over 
the weekend and the issuing of a Red Flag Warning for fire danger in the 
region.

FIRST NEWS 5/5/15 5:30am, 6:04am, 6:30am, 7:04am, 7:30am :40 each time
8:04am, 8:30am, 9:04am, 10:04am, 11:04am, 1:04pm
In response to concerns about the health and environmental impact of 
hydraulic fracture drilling for natural gas in the region, WNBF aired this 
feature dealing with a Penn State University study that found at least three 
wells contaminated in Bradford County, Pennsylvania with methane and 
other substances that could be associated with fracking.

SOUTHERN  5/9/15   12:10pm 15:00
TIER CLOSE UP This encore presentation of the of the weekly, local public affairs program 

addressed issues of the unique environment in the Twin Tiers as host, 
Kathy Whyte talked to National Weather Service, Binghamton Warns 
Coordinating Meteorologist, David Nicosia about the winter that was, how 
local forecasts are made, changes in technology and what makes 
forecasting weather in this area the hardest in the nation.

FIRST NEWS 5/14/15  5:30am, 6:04am, 6:30am, 7:04am, 7:30am :50 each time
8:04am, 8:30am, 9:04am, 10:04am, 11:04am, 12:30am
This feature dealing with the release of the Final Supplemental Generic 
Environmental Impact Statement on hydraulic fracture drilling for natural 
gas addressed concern about the future of gas development in New York 
State and informed listeners the report determined that fracking has the 
potential to be too dangerous to the environment and health to be allowed.

FIRST NEWS 5/29/15   6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 10:04am :40 each time
This feature regarding an electronics collection in Johnson City addressed 
environmental concerns about the proper disposal of potentially toxic 
materials.

FIRST NEWS 6/5/15 5:30am, 6:04am, 6:30am, 7:04am, 7:30am, 8:04am :40 each time
8:30am, 9:04am, 10:04am, 11:04am
In response to debate about the safety of fracking for natural gas, WNBF 
aired this feature informing listeners that a new report from the 
Environmental Protection Agency finds no widespread harm to drinking 
water.



ENVIRONMENT/ GAS DEVELOPMENT

FIRST NEWS  6/30/15  5:30am, 6:04am, 6:30am, 7:04am, 7:30am :60 each time
8:04am, 8:30am, 9:04am, 10:04am, 11:04am
In response to continued debate over natural gas drilling in the region 
using high volume hydraulic fracturing, WNBF aired this extended-length 
feature informing residents that New York State, after a 7 year review, has 
banned fracking in the state permanently.



CRIME/ CRIMINAL JUSTICE

FIRST NEWS 4/2/15 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :50 each time
In response to concerns that police and the public be held equally 
accountable during interactions, WNBF aired this feature dealing 
with the implementation of body cameras in the Broome County 
Sheriff’s Office.

FIRST NEWS  4/6/15 5:30am, 6:30am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :40 each time
This feature responded to concerns about various scams 
victimizing local residents by publicizing word from Broome 
County Sheriff David Harder that people are falling for a 
Mystery/Secret Shopper Scheme involving bogus checks.

FIRST NEWS  4/8/15 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:03am, 9:04am, 11:04am :40 each time
This feature involving the federal indictment of a Plattsburgh 
couple accused of participating in the wide-spread “Grandparent 
Scam” helped address concerns of people continuing to fall for the 
ruse by publicizing tips from federal officials on ways to avoid 
becoming a victim.

SOUTHERN 4/11/15 12:10pm 15:00
TIER CLOSE UP This edition of the weekly, local public affairs show addressed 

concerns about preventing incidents of family violence as 
coordinator of the Broome County Family Violence Prevention 
Council, Janette Cyganovich Brush talked to host, Kathy Whyte 
about April as Child Abuse Prevention Month and the Council’s, 
now, 30 year mission to prevent elder abuse, child abuse and 
domestic violence by building healthy families and educating the 
community on helping to prevent or report abuse.

FIRST NEWS  4/13/15 5:30am, 6:30am, 7:30an, 8:30am, 10:04am :50 each time
This feature addressed concerns about the rising number of crimes 
in the region as a result of drug activity by publicizing a push by 
U.S. Senator Charles Schumer to have Broome County designated 
a Federal High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area and possibly 
obtain more federal money to help local law enforcement, 
prevention programs and treatment programs.

FIRST NEWS  4/20/15 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :30 each time
This feature dealing with events locally marking National Crime 
Victims’ Rights Week addressed concerns that the voices of those 
who have been victimized are heard and they are remembered.



CRIME/ CRIMINAL JUSTICE

A MOMENT  4/24/15 8:25am 15:00
WITH ROGER NEEL This First News feature, hosted by Roger Neel addressed concern 

about the growing problem with heroin and other drugs as Neel 
talked to Jason Garnar and Joe Gonzales about the Binghamton 
Heroin Awareness night at SUNY Broome Community College on 
April 28.

SOUTHERN  4/25/15 12:10pm 15:00
TIER CLOSE UP & 5/16/15 This edition of the weekly local public affairs program addressed 

growing concerns about a variety of scams that continue to 
victimize local residents as host, Kathy Whyte talked with Broome 
County Sheriff Captain Fred Akshar II about the most prevalent 
scams and how people can avoid becoming victims.

FIRST NEWS 5/7/15 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am :40 each time
11:04am, 1:04pm
This feature responded to concern about the growing 
problem of opiate addiction by informing residents that 
New York State lawmakers are holding a series of hearings 
on the matter and that some Broome County groups have 
requested a hearing in the Southern Tier.

FIRST NEWS 5/18/15 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am :30 each time
11:04am, 12:30pm
In response to concerns that Binghamton Police lack all the 
skills they should have when dealing with minorities and 
also lack diversity on the force, WNBF aired this feature 
publicizing a meeting today of City Council’s Municipal 
and Public Affairs committee to talk about police 
modernization.

FIRST NEWS 5/20/15 5:30am, 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 11:04am :30 each time
This feature addressed crime concerns by publicizing a 
warning about someone going door-to-door in the area 
claiming to be raising money for BOCES, which is not 
currently doing any fundraising campaign.

FIRST NEWS 5/21/15 5:30am, 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am :50 each time
There continues to be a problem with scammers posing as 
the IRS attempting to get money or personal information 
from local residents.  In response, WNBF aired this feature 



offering specific details on what the real IRS will and will 
not do and how residents can report a scam.

CRIME/ CRIMINAL JUSTICE

FIRST NEWS 5/27/15 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am :30 each time
11:04am, 1:04pm
This feature addressed concern about growing violence 
involving firearms by informing listeners that Broome is 
one of 17 counties in New York State that will be getting 
money to combat gun violence.

FIRST NEWS 6/18/15 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :50 each time
In response to concern of the operations of the Binghamton 
City Police Department, WNBF aired this feature dealing 
with the proposed Police Modernization Plan.



HEALTH/ SAFETY

FIRST NEWS 4/2/15 6:04am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am :30 each time
This feature dealing with a new affiliation between Towanda 
Memorial Hospital and Guthrie Clinic addressed local concerns of 
smaller and rural communities facing dwindling financial 
assistance to provide needed care in the area that are being 
addressed through affiliations with larger health systems.

FIRST NEWS  4/9/15 & 9:04am, 11:04am :50 each time
 4/10/15 6:04am

This feature publicized the recall of a brand of hummus that is sold 
around the country, including locally, that is being recalled due to 
concerns about possible Listeria contamination.

FIRST NEWS 4/13/15 8:04am, 11:04am :40 each time
In response to concerns about funding for research and support 
locally in the fight against heart disease, WNBF aired this feature 
publicizing the results of the weekend’s 26 annual Southern Tier 
Heart Walk.

FIRST NEWS  4/14/15 6:30am, 7:30am, 10:04am :30 each time
This feature dealing with the re-launch of the Broome county 
Prescription Discount Card program addressed concerns of many 
residents that they are often unable to afford their prescribed 
medications.

FIRST NEWS  4/15/15 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :40 each time
This story about a motorcycle crash in Delaware County took the 
opportunity to address safety issues by emphasizing that 
motorcycle riding is increasing with the improving weather and 
bikers have to be mindful of getting used to riding again and other 
motorists need to be aware of motorcycles and give them room.

FIRST NEWS  4/27/15 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:0am, 11:04am :30 each time
This report about an apartment fire pointed out the safety concerns 
that a majority of fires begin in the kitchen and many are due to 
unattended food cooking.

FIRST NEWS  4/29/15 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :50 each time
This feature addressed mental health issues by informing listeners 
that the New York State Assembly has approved a new tax credit 
intended to help end the stigma around mental health.



HEALTH/ SAFETY

FIRST NEWS  4/29/15 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am :30 each time
This feature addressed concern about funding for cancer research 
and services in creative ways by publicizing that Seton Catholic 
High School Students are putting a purple toilet on lawns so 
homeowners pay a donated “ransom” to have it removed.

SOUTHERN 5/2/15 12:10pm 15:00
TIER CLOSE UP This edition of the weekly local public affairs show addressed 

mental health issues as host, Kathy Whyte talked to the Executive 
Director of the Mental Health Association of the Southern Tier, 
Keith Leahey about Nation Mental Health Awareness Month, the 
large majority of people who will suffer some mental health issue 
and the stigmas that remain surrounding mental disorders.

FIRST NEWS  5/7/15 6:30am, 7:30am, 10:04am :30 each time
This feature concerning an upcoming conference on Lyme Disease 
addressed health concerns surrounding the tick-borne illness that 
can strike people and pets.

FIRST NEWS  5/11/15 7:04am, 10:04am :30 each time
This feature addressed the health concerns of firefighters by 
publicizing a lobbying day in Albany to push for expansion of 
cancer coverage for volunteer firefighters, a requirement for 
sealed-in 10-year batteries for smoke detectors and allowing 
volunteer fire companies to charge for ambulance service.

FIRST NEWS 5/15/15 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :30 each time
In response to concern that funding is available for cancer research 
and patient support, WNBF aired this feature dealing with the start 
of Seton Catholic High School’s third Relay for Life fundraiser 
this weekend.

FIRST NEWS 5/28/15 5:30am, 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am :30 each time
This feature addressed driving safety concerns by publicizing that 
a three vehicle crash in Bradford County, Pennsylvania is blamed 
on a 17 year old girl looking at her GPS for directions for her next 
turn.

SOUTHERN 5/30/15 12:10pm 15:00
TIER CLOSE UP This edition of the weekly local public affairs program addressed 

health and safety concerns regarding alcohol consumption as host, 



Kathy Whyte talked with Broome County Stop DWI coordinator 
Chris Marion about concerns.

HEALTH/ SAFETY

FIRST NEWS  6/2/15 6:30am, 7:30am, 10:04am :40 each time
This feature addressed health issues associated with childhood 
hunger by publicizing events being held this week to mark Child 
Hunger Awareness Week in Broome County.

FIRST NEWS  6/4/15 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :50 each time
This feature addressed health concerns by publicizing Seton 
Catholic High Schools third blood drive this year, this one 
dedicated to cancer patients.

SOUTHERN   6/13/15 12:10pm 15:00
TIER CLOSE UP This edition of the weekly local public affairs show addressed 

health concerns associated with children in the area as host, Kathy 
Whyte talked with Wendy’s Walk for Kids coordinator, Keli 
Cooper about the upcoming walk, the benefitting agencies, many 
of which deal with children’s health and well-being issues, how the 
walk got started and fund-raising leading up to the walk.

FIRST NEWS  6/15/15 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :30 each time
This feature addressed safety concerns as heavy rains overnight 
has caused some street flooding and debris over roads, and 
included cautionary information from local emergency services 
officials.

FIRST NEWS  6/18/15 5:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am :30 each time
After some emergency services officials expressed concern about 
safety with the start of All Terrain Vehicle riding season and 
following a crash involving  a juvenile girl, WNBF aired this 
feature urging riders refamiliarize themselves with laws and safety 
guidelines, and motorists be aware of the increased presence of 
ATV riders.

FIRST NEWS  6/30/15 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :50 each time
This feature addressed health and safety concerns associated with 
frequent flooding in the area by outlining a flood hazard mitigation 
plan being announced for the City of Binghamton, including 
repairs to flood wall structures and possibly buying out flood prone 
properties and helping residents move.



CULTURE/ HISTORY/ ARTS

FIRST NEWS 4/16/15 6:04am, 6:30am, 7:04am, 8:04am :30 each time
9:04am, 10:04am, 11:04am
This feature addressed local culture and history issues by 
publicizing a new Rod Serling exhibit at the Bundy Museum of 
History and Art in Binghamton celebrating the local native and 
creator of The Twilight Zone television series.

FIRST NEWS 4/22/15 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :40 each time
There has been growing interest in public displays of art in the City 
of  Binghamton recently. In response, WNBF aired this feature 
publicizing Sunday’s Mural Fest in Downtown Binghamton.

FIRST NEWS  5/14/15 7:30am, 11:04am :50 each time
This feature dealing with open houses at places of worship all 
around the region this weekend address history and art as the 
churches have historic architecture and many have artistic icons 
and stained glass.

SOUTHERN 6/6/15 12:10pm 15:00
TIER CLOSE  UP This edition of the weekly local public affairs show addressed 

concerns in the performing arts world as host, Kathy Whyte talked 
to the executive & artistic director of the Cider Mill Playhouse, 
Gail  King Belokur about the Fresh Cider series which is designed 
to get young people interested in all aspects of the theater.



Addendum 
 
 
 

"Binghamton Now":  In addition to the feature programming listed in the previous record, 
News Radio 1290, WNBF airs a daily live talk show in which the host interviews diverse local 
leaders and members of community organizations as well as engaging in discussion with callers 
about a variety of issues identified by the community and local leaders as of high concern. 
 
 
The program airs Monday through Friday for one-hour, seven-minutes between 9:10 and 11:55 
am.
 
 
 
 
 
Encounter: This community affairs program produced by the Broome County Council of 
Churches airs at various times on Saturdays and Sundays, is twenty-eight minutes in duration 
and deals with a number of topics ranging from personal finance, disaster recovery and faith-
based issues.
 
 
 

 


