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Significant Programming and Issues

4th Quarter 2018 (October-December)

Topics of concern for the community include Crime, Jobs, Feeding the poor and 
family health.

Family Issues

Parenting Today’s Teens airs Monday through Friday at 5:50 AM and deals with 
Parenting teens and dealing with issues like drug abuse, promiscuity and 
maintaining good educational practices with your children.

Family Health Issues

Family Health Checkup airs Monday through Friday at 8:03 AM and 11:28 PM. 
Family Health Checkup is a one-minute feature from Samaritan Ministries that 
offers valuable insights on nutrition, fitness, seasonal health, safety, money saving 
tips and kid’s health.

Family Political Issues.

Political issues in the Commonwealth that affect Kentucky Families are dealt with 
during the one-minute feature “The Commonwealth Minute” produced by the 
Commonwealth Policy Center. The program airs Sunday through Thursday at 
11:29 PM.

Community Food Distribution

Friday, November 16, 2018 88.5 WJIE was at the annual Thanksgiving Box Food 
Giveaway at the Lord’s Kitchen in downtown Louisville. Several hundred food 
insecure families receive boxes of food to help with the holidays. Interviewed 
during the event was the current director and other involved with the feeding 
center. The broadcast was from 7:30 AM to 9:30 AM with 10 breaks live from the 
scene during that time.



Christmas toy collection for needy children

88.5 WJIE ran an on air campaign appealing to listeners to give new toys for needy 
children from age 2 to 14. New toys were dropped off at the WJIE studios and also 
at Evangel World Prayer center from November 26 through December 18 and then 
were distributed through The Lord’s Kitchen on December 23, 2018. 

Focus on the Family airs Monday through Friday 11:00 PM-11:28 PM.

Date 10/23/2018 

Title Understanding How Your Teen Thinks 

Length 26 minutes 

Description God designed your child’s brain to grow exponentially during the teen years. By thoughtfully 
understanding how neuroscience and God’s timeless truth integrates you can be empowered to 
approach your teen with empathy, grace and love. Jeramy and Jerusha Clark come alongside parents of 
tweens and teens to help them understand how their child’s brain is growing and developing ,what 
scripture says, and give them hope to persevere in their relationship with them. They discuss what to do 
when your teen is risk-taker, when they won’t communicate, when they’re hanging out with bad 
influences. They also discuss how brain development affects their emotions.

Date 11/01/2018 

Title Combating Bullies in Your Childs Life 

Length 26 minutes 

Description More than one out of every five students report being bullied. Previous Focus guest 
Jonathan McKee offers help and hope for parents in his latest book The Bullying Breakthrough. He 
shares his personal childhood story of being teased about his buck teeth and the lasting effects that had 
on his identity. Speaking to the bullied, the bully, and the bystander, he offers compassionate ways to 
handle bullies and put a stop to the pain our children are experiencing in this area. Jonathan also covers 
different aspects of bullying—physical, emotional, social, and cyber.



Date 11/07/2018- 11/7/2018 

Title Offering Hope to Families Experiencing Drug Addiction I-II 

Length 23 minutes Description During the 1970s, Mac and Mary Owen grew up in Christian homes but 
were drawn to the fun-loving & non-judgmental “party & drug crowd” of their high school. They were 
young and in love, and their reckless lifestyle led to two unplanned pregnancies, a rushed marriage, and 
eventually a full-blown addiction for Mac as he experimented with harder and more dangerous drugs. 
Mary returned to her Christian faith and prayed fervently for Mac’s salvation. Mac almost died from a 
drug overdose, but his heart was eventually broken by his 4-year-old daughter’s announcement that “If 
Daddy isn’t going to church, I’m not either.” Mac went through an intense recovery process, and today 
he and Mary are national leaders for Celebrate Recovery, a Christian recovery ministry for addicts and 
their family members.

State Agriculture

October 3, 2018 Across KY 5:20 AM Wednesday

Kentucky could be in store for a milder than normal winter, if the prediction from the 
Old Farmer's Almanac is true.  Tim Clark talks with host Alan Watts about the Old 
Farmer's Almanac, what the weather is looking like for 2019, the connection many 
people have to the Almanac and other types of advice you get from the little yellow 
book.

October 5, 2018 Across KY 5:20 AM Friday

Kentucky Agriculture Commissioner Ryan Quarles says crops in Kentucky are looking 
good during the 2018 harvest season.  The Commissioner talks about his recent ride on 
a combine in the corn field, his recent stop at a farm growing industrial hemp and 
shares his thoughts on the possibility on that experimental crop.

October 15, 2018 Across KY 5:20 AM Monday

Central Kentucky farmers are facing some challenges due to a wet harvest 
season.  Breckinridge County Agriculture Extension Agent Carol Hinton says the corn 
and tobacco harvest has been very good, but the recent wet weather is causing some 
problems for corn farmers who have not been able to harvest their crops.

October 16, 2018 Across KY 5:20 AM Tuesday

Kentucky's largest farmer-owned grain cooperative is celebrating a milestone this 
year.  Hopkinsville Elevator General Manager Eston Glover talks about the history of the 
cooperative, the growth over the last 50 years, the Commonwealth Agri Energy ethanol 
plant and the market for Kentucky agriculture products.



October 18, 2018 Across KY 5:20 AM Thursday

Kentuckians are responding well to a new round beef product that hit grocery shelves in 
the Bluegrass state in March.  Katelyn Hawkins with the Kentucky Beef Council talks 
about Kentucky Cattlemen's Ground Beef, the reception by consumers, how the product 
is selling and its expansion across the state.

October 22, 2018 Across KY 5:20 AM Monday

Deer collisions on Kentucky highways are a problem throughout the year, but the 
greatest risk comes in the fall and early winter months.  Kentucky Farm Bureau 
Insurance Communications Director Dan Smaldone says drivers need to be on the 
lookout for deer crossing the roadways this time of year.

October 23, 2018 Across KY 5:20 AM Tuesday

Not only are deer collisions a problem in rural areas of Kentucky, they can also pose a 
threat in urban areas.  Kentucky Farm Bureau Insurance Communications Director Dan 
Smaldone says as the deer population continues to increase, so do the chances for a 
collision with deer on roads in the Bluegrass.

October 25, 2018 Across KY 5:20 AM Thursday

Kentucky members of the 2018 Farm Bill Conference Committe say they are confident a 
new farm bill will be passed this year by Congress.  United States Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell and Kentucky Congressman James Comer provide an update on 
the 2018 Farm Bill and what they expect to see in the final version.

November 1, 2018 Across KY 5:20 AM Thursday

Gasoline with 15 percent ethanol could be available across the state as early as June of 
2019, according to Commonwealth Agri Energy President Mick Henderson.  He talks 
with host Alan Watts about how that will impact corn farmers across the country, 
drivers in Kentucky and corn farmers in the state.

November 2, 2018 Across KY 5:20 AM Friday

The average cost of food decreased slightly during the third quarter of 2018, which is a 
change from the trend during the first two quarters of the year.  Kentucky Farm Bureau 
Communications Director B. Todd Bright discusses the quarterly Markebasket Survey 
what increased, what decreased and how that affects farmers across the state.



November 9, 2018 Across KY 5:20 AM Friday

The Kentucky Pork industry employs more than six-thousand people and provides more 
than two million dollars in income to families in the state.  Kentucky Pork Producer’s 
Executive Director Bonnie Jolly talks about the pork industry in the state, some 
companies that rely on the pork industry and the interest among young people in swine 
and country ham projects.  

November 12, 2018 Across KY 5:20 AM Monday

The Kentucky Mesonet System will serve as the infrastructure for the Kentucky Early 
Warning Drought System, better known as KYDEWS, that is being implemented across 
the state.  State Climatologist Dr. Stuart Foster talks about the system, how it will work 
and the impact it will have on agriculture and all of Kentucky.

November 13, 2018 Across KY 5:20 AM Tuesday

The Kentucky Farm Bureau Water Management Working Group is combining the 
agriculture community, conservation and other state partners to plan for the future 
water needs of the state.  Chairman Steve Coleman talks about the work of the group, 
the impact the work is having on Kentucky and the importance of planning for the 
future.

November 14, 2018 Across KY 5:20 AM Wednesday

Many agriculture leaders across the state and nation are hoping Congress will pass the 
2018 Farm Bill now that the mid-term elections are over.  Kentucky Farm Bureau 
President Mark Haney talks about the farm bill, why it is important, the inclusion of 
Industrial Hemp legislation and the implementation process.

November 16, 2018 Across KY 5:20 AM Friday

Kentucky could receive as much as $200 million through the Market Facilitation 
Program to assist farmers impacted by the tariffs being imposed by China.  Kentucky 
Farm Service Agency Director Brian Lacefield explains the Market Facilitation Program, 
how the payments are calculated and how many Kentucky farmers will receive 
assistance.

November 20, 2018 Across KY 5:20 AM Tuesday

Each year more than 200,000 people reach out to the Butterball Turkey Talk-line to get 
advice on cooking the Thanksgiving turkey.  Talk-line specialist Barbara Robinson talks 
with host Alan Watts about the advice she gives, one of the funniest questions she has 
received and how to get in touch with a talk-line specialist.



December 4, 2018 Across KY 5:20 AM Friday

A number of issues affecting agriculture and rural Kentucky will be on the agenda for 
the 2019 Kentucky General Assembly session that gets under way in January.  State 
Senate Agriculture Committee Chairman Paul Hornback discusses issues facing 
agriculture, items legislators will likely be discussing and his role of educating fellow 
lawmakers about agriculture.

December 6, 2018 Across KY 5:20 AM Monday

Many farms in Kentucky could not plant, cultivate or harvest their crops each year 
without guest workers from Mexico.  Host Alan Watts talks with Juan Lopez, who works 
for Tobacco Way Farms in Christian County, about working on a Kentucky farm, his 
home in Mexico, the toughest times on the farm and what he enjoys most.

December 12, 2018 Across KY 5:20 AM Wednesday

First District Congressman James Comer and United States Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell say the 2018 Farm Bill will be a win for Kentucky 
Agriculture.  Congressman Comer and Senator McConnell discussed what is in the Farm 
Bill with Kentucky Farm Bureau members during the final day of the 99th Annual 
Meeting December 1.

December 14, 2018 Across KY 5:20 AM Friday

Kentucky Agriculture Commissioner Ryan Quarles says farmers across the state are 
finishing up a tough year.  Commissioner talks about the state of agriculture, cash 
receipts and some of the positives in a tough year that include the timber and poultry 
industries. 

December 27, 2018 Across KY 5:20 AM Thursday

The 2018 Farm Bill, that was approved earlier this month by Congress, includes 
incentives aimed at expansion of broadband coverage in rural America.  United States 
Congressman James Comer, who served on the House-Senate Farm Bill Conference 
Committee, talks about broadband expansion incentives included in the 2018 Farm and 
what that could mean for rural Kentucky.

December 28, 2018 Across KY 5:20 AM Friday

Language in the 2018 Farm Bill changes the classification for Industrial Hemp.  United 
States Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, who served on the House-Senate 
Conference Committee, says the industrial hemp legislation was one of the major 
accomplishments in the new farm bill.

December 31, 2018 Across KY 5:20 AM Monday

Hunger continues to be a major problem in Kentucky, with agriculture playing a major 
role in helping address the problem.  Kentucky Association of Food Banks Director 
Tamara Sandberg says agriculture helped provide more than 64 million meals to hungry 
Kentuckians in 2018.


