
There follows a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by station WYNL-FM Charleston, WV along

with the most significate programming treatment of those issues for the period 1/1/19 - 3/31/19. The listing is by

no means exhaustive. The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or significance.

DATE ISSUE PROGRAM TIME DURATION DESCRIPTION

1/1/19 2014 West Virginia water crisis NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Women who were pregnant during the 2014 West Virginia water 

crisis and filed claims can expect to receive settlement checks 

soon.  Under an application for payment distribution filed 

Monday with U.S. District Court in Charleston, a total of more 

than $1.7 million is proposed to settle individual pregnancy 

claims for more than 1,100 residents. The payout would be 

$1,500 for those claims.  The application for payment distribution 

filed Monday also seeks to pay more than $147,000 to more than 

360 wage earners who filed claims for their losses during the 

water crisis. U.S. District Judge John Copenhaver has to 

approve the application for payment distribution and then it 

would take about a week to print the checks.

1/1/19 West Virginia Turnpike NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Governor Justice is urging West Virginians to take advantage of 

the discount for the West Virginia Turnpike that comes with the E-

ZPass. The E-ZPass offer is $24 for three years of unlimited 

travel across the West Virginia Turnpike plus a $13 transponder 

fee. For those who miss the deadline, the cost for a pass is $25 

for unlimited toll-free travel for one year. The deadline to enroll 

has been extended to Jan. 11. Another meeting will be held Jan. 

10 to see if the authority needs to extend it more. You can sign 

up online at www.wvturnpike.com

1/1/19 WV Unemployment NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The unemployment rate is going up in about half of West Virginia 

Counties. The jobless numbers were up in 26 counties. The 

counties with the highest unemployment last month were 

McDowell, Calhoun, and Wyoming. The county with the lowest 

unemployment rate was Jefferson County. The overall state 

unemployment rate was unchanged from October

1/1/19 Flu Virus NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The flu virus is on the rise in West Virginia. The state 

Department of Health and Human Resources says the number 

of positive flu tests has gone up steadily since Thanksgiving; 

from 15 or 20 per week, up to 120 last week. The Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention says seven children have died 

of flu-related causes nationwide



1/2/19 Trout Stocking in WV NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Lakes around the state are being stocked with trout starting 

today.  The annual trout-stockings are weather dependent, and 

happen in the winter when water temperatures get below a 

certain level.   The White Sulphur Springs National Fish 

Hatchery has had a productive year and thirty lakes will be 

stocked in January and February.  The Gazette-Mail reported the 

Greenbrier River downstream from Cass, is new to the list. 

Anderson Lake and Ridenour Lake in Kanawha County will also 

be stocked this month, along with Chief Logan Lake in Logan.

1/2/19 Point Pleasant River Museum NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The Point Pleasant River Museum enters the new year still in 

rebuilding mode. On July 1, 2018 an electrical fire severely 

damaged their building and now the museum is trying to raise 

money to bounce back from the fire. WCHS TV reported that 

plans call for the current museum building to be torn down and 

another building built in its place to house the museum. He says 

the City of Point Pleasant will pay for the building, but the 

museum will be responsible for creating the interior and that's 

why a $350,000 fundraising effort is underway. There's more on 

how to help at http://pprivermuseum.com

1/2/19 WV Turnpike NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The toll hike on the West Virginia Turnpike is being delayed until 

at least January 15th. Tolls were scheduled to double today, 

going up from two-dollars to four-dollars. The Parkways Authority 

held an emergency meeting Monday to delay the increase. 

Governor Justice requested the delay following issues last week 

with EZ Pass enrollment.

1/2/19 Opioid Lawsuits NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Opioid lawsuits filed by the City of Huntington and Cabell County 

will be among the first in the country to go to trial.  The legal 

action claims reprehensible harm by drug makers.  The cases 

will start evidence exchange on January 25
th

.  More than 15-

hundred similar cases will be announced in the next few weeks.

1/2/19 WV Water Crisis NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Women, who were pregnant during the 2014 water crisis and 

filed a claim, can expect a settlement check soon.  An 

application for payment distribution was filed Monday in U.S. 

District Court in Charleston.  More than one-point-seven-million-

dollars will be paid out to more than eleven-hundred residents



1/3/19 WV Health Right NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The head of West Virginia Health Right wants to stop using 

retractable needles in the needle exchange program.  The 

Gazette-Mail reported that the Executive Director has asked 

incoming Mayor Amy Goodwin to allow the program to make the 

change because retractable needles were developed for use in 

health care settings to reduce accidental reuse and prevent 

needle-stick injuries.  Problems with retractable needles could 

lead to the syringes already in circulation being kept, reused and 

shared, according the Health Right.  The needle exchange 

program is expected to be a big focus for new city administrators 

in 2019. 

1/3/19 National LifeChanger Award NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

A fourth-grade teacher at Sharon Dawes Elementary School is 

up for a big award.  Amy Berry has been nominated for the 

national LifeChanger of the Year award, which recognizes 

kindergarten through 12th- grade teachers across the country 

who have a big impact on the lives of students and maintain the 

highest moral and ethical standards.  A selection committee will 

start reviewing the 16 teachers up for the award, and the grand 

prize winner will get a trip to Washington DC and a $10,000 

award.  

1/3/19 Gas Prices NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Gas prices vary by location, but in some places they have 

dipped below the $2 mark.  Several stations in the Cross Lanes, 

Nitro and Poca areas had gas prices under that mark 

Wednesday morning, according to wchstv.com. The lowest gas 

prices in Charleston on Wednesday were running about $2.29 

per gallon.  Nationally, the average price at the pump is $2.25, 

down about six cents from a week ago, and down twenty-three 

cents from one year ago.  

1/3/19 WV Pipeline NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

A board of high-ranking Maryland officials on Wednesday 

rejected a proposed pipeline across the western part of the state 

that would carry natural gas produced in Pennsylvania to West 

Virginia.  The Board of Public Works voted 3-0 against an 

easement for TransCanada’s pipeline. It would run under the 

Potomac River near Hanover, Maryland, and extend 3 miles 

from Columbia Gas’ network in Pennsylvania to Mountaineer 

Gas’ distribution system in West Virginia. The board’s vote came 

after more than 60 lawmakers sent a letter urging board 

members to reject the proposal saying that the pipeline would 

affect at least 10 wetlands and 19 streams, in addition to the 

Potomac River.



1/3/19 New Police Chief NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Charleston Mayor-Elect Amy Goodwin will announce her 

appointment for a new police chief today.  The position was left 

vacant when former Police Chief Steve Cooper retired last 

month.  The Mayor-Elect will hold a news conference this 

afternoon at City Hall.

1/4/19 Disaster Loans NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The deadline is approaching for private, nonprofit groups in 21 

West Virginia counties to apply for disaster loans related to 

severe storms last February.  The U.S. Small Business 

Administration says in a release the deadline for loan 

applications is Jan. 17. Loans of up to $2 million are available 

regardless of whether the organization suffered physical property 

damage. Groups that are eligible in the affected counties to 

apply include food kitchens, homeless shelters, community 

centers, schools and colleges, libraries and museums.  Severe 

storms on Feb. 14 and Feb. 20 caused flooding, mudslides and 

wind damage in the state. The counties included are Brooke, 

Cabell, Calhoun, Doddridge, Hancock, Harrison, Lincoln, Logan, 

Marshall, Mason, Monongalia, Ohio, Pleasants, Preston, Ritchie, 

Taylor, Tyler, Wayne, Wetzel, Wirt and Wood.

1/4/19 WV Turnpike EZ Pass NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia Turnpike officials are optimistic they'll be able to 

get E-ZPass transponders to thousands of people before tolls 

double at the middle of the month.  The E-ZPasses will provide 

savings before toll charges double Jan. 15.  WCHS TV reported 

computers on loan from the National Guard were being installed 

to allow more people to process and mail the transponders. The 

Turnpike is putting some toll collectors and other workers on 

double shifts and borrowing workers from other government 

agencies.  It will still be close with 21,000 of the electronic 

passes to mail out and thousands of new applications still 

coming in by fax, walk ins and the web. Expect 14 days to get an 

E-ZPass from the time you applied and call back in 21 days if it 

doesn't come

1/4/19 Gas Company Rate Increase NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Mountaineer Gas Company's rates are going up. Regulators 

approved the rate hike last month. It will add just under a dollar a 

month to the average customer's bill. The increase went into 

effect at the first of the year. The additional money will be used 

for system upgrades through 2023.



1/4/19 2014 Chemical Spill Settlement NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

A lawyer for West Virginia residents affected by a 2014 chemical 

spill into a river says another batch of settlement checks from a 

class-action lawsuit is going in the mail.  Attorney Anthony 

Majestro tells The Gazette-Mail that more than 1,500 individual 

review option claims totaling nearly $3 million are in the mail and 

people will receive their checks in seven days.  The residents 

and businesses sued after  Crude MCHM spilled from a storage 

tank at Freedom Industries into the Elk River and led to a water 

crisis.  

1/6/2019 United Food Operation Newsmaker Sun. - 5:00am 30 minutes

2019 Winter Food Distribution Program will run each Saturday from 

January 12 to March 30, Elaine Harris, discussed the season’s kickoff 

event will take place on Friday, Jan. 11. And all fund raising events to 

help are food banks during the 1st quarter of 2019

1/7/19 American Miners Act of 2019 NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

U.S. Senator Joe Manchin is part of a group of senators who 

introduced the American Miners Act of 2019. The bill is intended 

to secure retired miners' pensions. The bill ensures miners will 

continue to get healthcare even if the coal company they work 

for goes bankrupt. WCHS TV reports the senators hope to 

extend the black lung disability trust fund tax which is $1.10 per 

ton of underground mined coal and $ .55 per ton surface mined 

coal for ten years. The tax is crucial to supporting the trust fund 

which provides benefits to more than 20,000 miners and their 

families. Senator Manchin said he hopes to work with 

republicans and democrats to get the bill passed. He said he 

believes the bill will have bipartisan support.

1/7/19 Illegal Hunting in WV NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Eleven people are facing charges for illlegal hunting.  A few 

juveniles are among those arrested for illegal buck kills in Clay 

and Roane counties, according toWest Virginia Natural 

Resources Police.  The illegal hunting happened from October to 

late December, and eight bucks were illegally killed, including 

five that were shot with a rifle as they were spotlighted.  The 

suspects face more than two dozen charges.

1/7/19 Potomac Pipeline NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

A pipeline connecting Pennsylvania to the West Virginia 

panhandle is being blocked. The Potomac Pipeline has already 

been approved in West Virginia, but the project has come under 

fire from activist and was placed in jeopardy this week when 

Maryland denied a request for an easement. The pipeline would 

carry gas into Morgan County, before being extended into 

Jefferson County. TransCanda, the company building the 

pipeline, says they hope to find a work around.



1/7/19 Charleston Town Center NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The financially troubled Charleston Town Center will be sold at 

auction on January 24
th

.  The mall and parking garage are in 

receivership after mall owners defaulted on a 100-million-dollar 

loan.  A judge has to decide if the mall will be allowed to move 

thousands of dollars in tenant parking fees to the garage side.  

The receiver is concerned about a lack of paperwork in the court 

record.

1/8/19 WV DNR NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia officials are planning to use donated Christmas 

trees to provide woody cover for fish.  Division of Natural 

Resources workers have been collecting trees to place in Beech 

Fork and East Lynn lakes.  District fisheries biologist Jeff 

Hansbarger told The Gazette-Mail the trees will be used for fish 

attractors. He said each district usually collects at least 200 to 

distribute to district lakes. The trees provide cover for small fish 

and ambush spots for larger fish.  Workers plan to use a different 

method of placing the trees. Previously, people have used them 

for firewood when the trees are exposed by low water levels. 

This year, the agency plans to slide the trunk through a cinder 

block and nail wood to the stump to hold it in place

1/8/19 EZ Pass applications NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Parkway Authority officials say they are caught up on EZ Pass 

applications.  There are still about 45-hundred transponders that 

need to be mailed, but demand has slowed down significantly 

from over the holidays.  The deadline is Friday.  Tolls on the 

Turnpike will double on Monday from two-dollars to four-dollars

1/9/19 IRS - tax refunds NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The IRS will be processing tax refunds despite the government 

shutdown.  The White House told reporters this week that during 

a shutdown, the IRS is functioning on 12.5% of its workforce, but 

they will continue to process returns and accept payments. If you 

owe money to the government, it’s still due by April 15 

regardless.  The IRS hasn't announced what the start date will 

be for filing returns

1/9/19 EZ Pass Rates NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Parkway Authority officials say they are caught up on EZ Pass 

applications. There are still about 45-hundred transponders that 

need to be mailed, but demand has slowed down significantly 

from over the holidays. The deadline is Friday. Tolls on the 

Turnpike will double on Monday from two-dollars to four-dollars.



1/9/19 "Education Dashboard" NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The West Virginia Chamber of Commerce announced a new tool 

this week that will help the state track education progress.  The 

"Education Dashboard" covers student performance, school 

performance, education attainment, and education finances and 

spending. The Chamber said it hops the new tool sparks 

conversation and action to help West Virginia kids get ahead.  

The Dashboard also compares West Virginia's education laws 

with similar laws in other states. 

1/9/19 West Virginia State Police NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The West Virginia State Police enlisted some fresh faces for its 

67th cadet class Monday morning.  The cadets began testing 

Aug. 2018 where they learn the ins and outs of becoming a state 

trooper and took their oath Monday morning.  The cadets that 

make it all the way through training are scheduled to graduate in 

June.  2019 is the 100th year of the WVSP.

1/9/19 Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program is funded 

through January, but if the government shutdown stretches into 

February, the SNAP emergency reserve fund is not enough to 

cover the shortfall.  Nearly 150-thousand West Virginia 

households receive SNAP benefits every month.  Senator Joe 

Manchin says he will donate the salary he receives during the 

government shutdown to food banks across the state.

1/10/19 State Fair of West Virginia NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The State Fair of West Virginia is accepting applications for 

scholarships funded through the State Fair Endowment. Five 

four-year scholarships of up to $1,000 are awarded to young 

people who have participated in the fair within the past five 

years. Those people must plan to pursue a vocational trade or 

associate’s or bachelor’s degree, have excelled academically 

and demonstrated a financial need.  The scholarships will go to 

people who have participated in state fair livestock shows, 

equine programs or 4-H and FFA youth exhibit.  The deadline is 

Monday and applications are available at 

http://www.gvfoundation.org/scholarships or at the fair’s website 

at http://www.statefairofwv.com/fair . 

1/10/19  Putnam Shoes for Children NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Volunteers in Putnam County are having a big impact.  The 

group Putnam Shoes for Children has given 600 pairs of shoes 

to needy students in Putnam County. With the help of teachers, 

the schools provide a list and volunteers buy shoes for an 

individual student.  The effort relies solely on donations. On 

January 16th volunteers will buy the shoes, and then the 

following day school leaders will give the shoes to the students 

who need them .



1/10/19 Charleston Town Center NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The company that owns Huntington Mall may be interested in 

Charleston Town Center.  Former Mayor Danny Jones says the 

Cafaro Company may be interested in purchasing the mall.  

Cafaro owns malls in Bridgeport and Barboursville.  Charleston 

Town Center is scheduled to go on the auction block on January 

24
th

.

1/11/19 tax on Social Security benefits NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Gov. Jim Justice is proposing the elimination of a state tax on 

Social Security benefits but offering significant funding increases 

for substance abuse, social services and tourism in the next 

fiscal year.  If passed by the Republican-controlled Legislature, 

eliminating the Social Security tax would mean a $50 million 

reduction in revenue collected.  West Virginia is among 13 states 

that currently tax Social Security benefits. Surrounding states 

aren’t among them. Deputy revenue secretary Mark Muchow 

said most senior citizens don’t pay taxes on Social Security 

income because they don’t make enough money

1/11/19 no new taxes in 2019 NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Governor Justice says there will be no new taxes in 2019…The 

Governor delivered his third State of the State address this week 

and says the state has reached an all-time high mark in revenue. 

Justice says he will be working on new and significant tax cuts, 

and he spoke at length about education and the state's teachers.

1/11/19 the E-ZPass discount NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Time is running out to sign up for the E-ZPass discount for the 

West Virginia Turnpike.  Today is the deadline for the early 

enrollment option of $24 (plus $13 for a transponder) for three 

years of unlimited use of the Turnpike.The West Virginia 

Parkways Authority said more than 40,000 transponders have 

been mailed since Jan. 2. About 440 responders are waiting to 

be assigned to an account and mailed. Signing up online at 

www.wvturnpike.com is the easiest and quickest way to get 

orders processed. The Parkways Authority has delayed doubling 

the amount of the toll at toll booths from $2 to $4, originally 

planned for Jan. 1, until at least Jan. 15.

1/11/19 mine fatalities NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The Mine Safety and Health Administration says that mine 

fatalities in the U.S. were the second lowest on record, with 27 

fatalities in 2018. The leading cause of fatalities was powered 

haulage, which accounted for nearly half of the deaths. Four 

miners died in mining accidents last year in West Virginia



1/11/19 phone scam.  NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The Dunbar Volunteer Fire Department is sending out a warning 

about a phone scam.  Firefighters say someone is soliciting 

donations over the phone in the fire departments name.  The fire 

department says they will never ask for donations over the 

phone, and the solicitation is a scam.

1/14/19 Medical marijuana NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Medical marijuana may be available in West Virginia in July, but 

banks are declining to accept any of the money from pot sales 

for fears that it would violate federal drug and banking laws. 

Attorney General Patrick Morrisey says that is a possibility, but 

it's unlikely there would be any prosecutions. Some lawmakers 

believe letting the state create its own bank, or using a state-

charted credit union might be the answer for financial 

transactions. Medical cannabis was passed by the legislature 

two years ago.

1/14/19 High School Graduation Rate NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia's public high school four-year graduation rate last 

school year was 90 percent, up from 89 percent the previous 

school year.  The Gazette-Mail reports graduation rates ranged 

from 83 percent in Kanawha and Cabell counties to 97 percent in 

Doddridge, Lewis, Mingo, Morgan, Putnam and Tyler counties.  

The state's graduation rates rank high nationally but haven't 

been mirrored by high performance on some other statewide 

measures of student success. Only 22 percent of juniors in the 

2016-2017 school year were deemed at least "proficient" on the 

state math standardized test. About half were judged at least 

proficient in English.  West Virginia students don't have to score 

proficient on these tests to graduate.

1/14/19 Improve Health Care NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Huntington and Charleston hospitals said they will be teaming up 

to enhance and improve health care in the region.  Charleston 

Area Medical Center and Mountain Health System, which 

includes Cabell Huntington Hospital and St. Mary's Medical 

Center, have entered into an affiliation agreement.  There is no 

merger, but the two hospitals will have a collaborative working 

agreement.  WCHS TV reported the two health systems will 

continue to run operations separately, but they've agreed to 

collaborate to expand academic medical care and health care



1/15/19 UnitedHealthcare NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

A health care company is donating thousands of disposal kits to help 

West Virginia residents dispose of unused opioids and other drugs.  

Gov. Jim Justice announced that UnitedHealthcare will give 10,000 

opioid disposal kits to Recovery Point West Virginia to give to people 

so they can remove the drugs from their homes.  Each disposal kit 

deactivates up to 45 tablets or six opioid patches. The governor’s 

office said in a news release the kits contain activated carbon and are 

not a threat to the water supply or environment.  West Virginia by far 

leads the nation in the rate of drug overdose deaths

1/15/19 Lake Development NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Gov. Jim Justice floated the idea of developing more lakes in 

West Virginia to make up for what the state doesn’t have - an 

ocean. The governor said during his State of the State address 

lats week that he's looking for ways to further develop the lakes.  

He didn't identify any specific lake projects, but he mentioned the 

idea as he was talking about how important tourism is to the 

state's economy.  Developing several lakes would provide 

hydroelectric power, help with flood control, and draw visitors.  

The West Virginia Division of Tourism lists on its website the top 

seven lakes in the state for summer fun, including Summersville 

Lake, the largest lake in the state, and ACE Lak in the New River 

Gorge area.

1/15/19 WV Turnpike NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Toll rate increases go into effect today on the Turnpike.  The 

Parkways Authority delayed the increase following problems with 

applications the EZ Pass.  The toll rate for regular vehicles 

doubles today from two-dollars to four-dollars.

1/16/19 Government Shutdown NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Federal workers in West Virginia affected by the partial 

government shutdown can apply for unemployment benefits.  

The state Department of Commerce said Tuesday those workers 

can apply for benefits through WorkForce West Virginia at 

www.workforcewv.org. There are an estimated 18,000 federal 

workers in West Virginia affected by the furlough

1/16/19 WV bad for Retirement NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

A recent study by Wallethub has named West Virginia as the 

third-worst state to retire in the US.  Wallethub said the rankings 

were determined by comparing the 50 states across 46 key 

metrics, including adjusted cost of living, weather and quality of 

public hospitals. Major markers like affordability, quality of life 

and health care brought down West Virginia's total score.   

Florida is the best place to retire, according to the study.



1/17/19 Supplemental Nutrition Assistance NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Eligible clients in West Virginia will receive their February 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program benefits early due to 

the partial federal government shutdown.  The West Virginia 

Department of Health and Human Resources, Bureau for 

Children and Families will issue the early release SNAP benefits 

on Jan. 20.  DHHR offices in counties remain open during the 

shutdown. All appointments and interviews will follow their 

regular schedule, and the DHHR will keep accepting and 

processing SNAP applications, redeterminations and contact 

forms.  SNAP provides nutrition assistance to eligible low-

income individuals and families.

1/17/19 Teacher Pay NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Governor Justice is proposing to pay teacher more if they get 

additional math training.  The legislature is considering a 

proposal that would make a one-time, two-thousand-dollar, 

payment to teachers who take specialized mathematic courses.  

There is currently a significant shortage of certified math 

teachers

1/17/19 Mountaineer Food Bank NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Furloughed federal workers are getting some help.  The 

Mountaineer Food Bank will hold two events this week.  Today’s 

Veterans Table food distribution at the Beckley VA Medical 

Center is being expanded to allow federal workers and 

contractors to get supplies.  The VA Center in Harrison County 

will hold a similar event Friday.

1/18/19 Government Shutdown NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Many businesses are chipping in to help furloughed workers 

during the federal government shutdown in its fourth week with 

no end in sight.  In Huntington, services at 8th Street Barbershop 

on 8th Street are free to furloughed government workers until the 

end of the shutdown.  Several businesses around the Kanawha 

Valley are beginning to offer free services as well, and food 

pantries are busy stocking up.  Donations will needed in the 

coming weeks too.



1/18/19 High Speed Internet NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Legislation aimed at expanding high-speed wireless and 

broadband internet development in West Virginia has advanced 

in the House of Delegates.  The House committee on technology 

and infrastructure approved the bill Wednesday and forwarded it 

to the House Judiciary Committee.  The bill would allow 

broadband providers to install updated technologies on existing 

rights-of-way and utility poles, resulting in a saving of capital 

costs.  It also would require power companies to study the 

feasibility of providing broadband technologies on their existing 

infrastructure. The state Public Service Commission would 

oversee the bill's provision.  To further reduce costs and 

encourage investment, the bill would establish a method of 

calculating the valuation of wireless technology for tax purposes.  

The Federal Communications Commission said 82 percent of 

West Virginians have access to fixed broadband internet speeds.

1/18/19 Illegal Dumps NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Kentucky officials say more than $1.1 million in grant funding will 

be used to clean up 77 illegal dumps in 20 counties statewide.  

As part of the grant funding, counties must agree to provide a 25 

percent match of the grant amount. The Energy and 

Environment Cabinet may waive the 25 percent match on any 

illegal open dump where cleanup costs exceed $50,000.  

Funding for the Illegal Open Dump Grant program comes from 

the Kentucky Pride Fund. The fund is generated through a $1.75 

environmental remediation fee for each ton of garbage dumped 

at Kentucky municipal solid waste landfills.

1/18/19 Social Media Warnings NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The Mingo County Sheriff’s Office is urging parents to monitor 

their children’s social media accounts after complaints that kids 

have received messages with a disturbing image of a woman 

that encourages them to take part in a dangerous “Momo 

Challenge.”  The sheriff’s office said the challenge encourages 

participation in a series of tasks that sometimes escalate to 

violence and self-harm, including suicide.  The Washington Post 

published a story in September 2018 about the challenge, saying 

there are questions on whether the challenge is real or a hoax. 

Officials in multiple countries, however, believe the game’s final 

challenge is suicide, and there are reports it could be linked to 

several minors who committed suicide.

01/20/19 Mountain Mission Newsmaker Sun. - 5:00am 30 minutes

John Roberts, Mouintain Mission Director talks about all the programs 

offered at the Mountian Mission and how listeners can help or be 

helped



1/21/19 Food Stamps NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Some lawmakers in West Virginia want to end the state's lifetime 

ban on food stamps for people convicted of drug-related 

felonies.  The Huntington Herald-Dispatch reports West Virginia 

is one of three states that ban people convicted of drug-related 

felonies from receiving help buying food through the 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, formerly known as 

food stamps.  The lifetime ban is a federal law, but states can opt 

out of it. Every state except West Virginia, Mississippi and South 

Carolina have opted out of the ban. Republican state Delegate 

John Shott, who is also chairman of the House Judiciary 

Committee, has sponsored House bill 2459 that would exempt 

West Virginia from that law.

1/21/19 Emergency Unattended Vehciles NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The West Virginia Legislature passed a bill that allows 

emergency officials to break into an unattended vehicle to 

rescue an animal in distress. The bill allows first responders to 

take all reasonable steps to remove an animal from a vehicle if 

its health, safety, or wellbeing appears to be in immediate 

danger. The bill also requires the animal's owner to pay for any 

care or medical treatment.

1/21/19 Unemployment Rate NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The unemployment rate for December was the best month in the 

past 18-months. The state's unemployment was down by one-

tenth of one-percent. Nearly 200 fewer workers went without a 

job during the holiday season.

1/21/19 Turnpike Sponsorships NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Soon, you may be seeing sponsorships on the West Virginia 

Turnpike.  The Parkways Authority says they don’t have a signed 

contract yet, but they have agreed to terms with Travelers 

Marketing.  The company represents 230 brands in over thirty 

other states.

1/22/19 RISE Flood Recovery Program NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The government shutdown is having an impact on many things, 

including the RISE flood recovery program.  During the 

shutdown, the West Virginia National Guard which runs the 

program, reported RISE WV can't obtain new funding from the 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  There 

are 170 new housing reconstructions and 83 new mobile home 

replacement projects waiting on the money.  Some projects are 

continuing, but for the most part RISE WV will wait for the end of 

the government shutdown to be fully funded to move forward.  



1/22/19 Warming Centers NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Hours for a warming center in Charleston was extended 

Monday, through 7am today.  Anyone can go to the warming 

center at the Salvation Army, 301 Tennessee Ave., on the west 

side of Charleston, to get away from the cold.  Mayor Amy 

Goodwin directed city emergency services to collaborate with the 

United Way of Central West Virginia, Charleston Police 

Department, Kanawha Valley Collective and local fire 

departments to provide staffing and support for a warming 

center.

1/22/19 Tuition Free College in WV NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The West Virginia senate is considering a bill that would make in-

state community college tuition free. The bill has made it to the 

full Senate floor this ssession.  A similar bill last year made it 

through the Senate but the House of Delegates never 

considered it.   One amendment would expand the bill to also 

give free tuition for students to pursue associate’s degrees 

offered by some four-year colleges.  The Senate will likely 

consider amendments today. 

1/22/19 911 Fees NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

A bill that could have strapped counties for additional 911 fees 

will not go before the legislature.  Governor Justice pulled the bill 

from consideration saying it was never intended to take money 

away from 911 centers, but to ensure compliance with FCC 

regulations

1/22/19 Macy's Closing NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Macy’s is closing at Charleston Town Cente.  The store says a 

clearance sale will start in February and run for eight to twelve 

weeks.  The news only adds to the financial woes of Town 

Center, which is scheduled to be auction off later this week.

1/23/19 Government Shutdown Food Pantry NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Marshall University says its Department of Dietetics has opened 

the doors of its food pantry to federal employees affected by the 

government shutdown.  A statement from the school says the 

food pantry opened Saturday for federal workers and will remain 

open as long as needed. Dr. Kelli Williams is chair of the 

university’s dietetics programand says the school is committed to 

providing nutrition education and programming to students and 

the community.  The university food pantry is open Wednesday 

mornings, Friday afternoons and the third Saturday of each 

month from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.  The government shutdown 

began Dec. 22 and is the longest ever.



1/23/19 Sec. of State New Web Site NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The West Virginia Secretary of State’s Office has launched a 

new website to make it easier to access information, services 

and resources. Secretary of State Mac Warner says that the 

website has a new look and is more user-friendly with easy 

navigation and improved transparency. It was designed over the 

last 14 months to help people access information quickly. He 

says most visitors should now be able to access the information 

they’re looking for within three clicks of landing on the site.  The 

website supports some of Warner’s top goals, which include 

streamlining bureaucracy, enhancing business and continuously 

improving customer service

1/23/19 Help of Macy's Employees NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Charleston Mayor Amy Goodwin has unveiled efforts to help 

Macy’s employees affected by the closure at Charleston Town 

Center.  Macy’s announced Monday that the store will close 

sometime in the spring.  Goodwin has asked WorkForce West 

Virginia’s Rapid Response Team to make resources available to 

employees impacted by the move.

1/24/19 Bacterial Meningitis NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

One student in Logan County has been diagnosed with bacterial 

meningitis.  The Logan County Health Department said the 

diagnosis was made Friday morning and the student attends 

Holden Elementary School. Bacterial meningitis is not 

considered contagious and is confined to that one student.  

Despite the low risk of spreading, the school has followed deep 

cleaning procedures and they assure parents that the school is 

safe.  

1/24/19 Town Center Stores Closing NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The Charleston Town Center is set to lose one of its two anchor 

stores soon.  Macy's announced this week that it's closing, which 

leaves the future uncertain for the shopping center. Macy's is the 

latest store to join the long list of businesses that have left the 

Town Center.  The future of the mall depends on who buys it 

today (Thursday) when it is auctioned off on the courthouse 

steps. Mayor Amy Goodwin said in a statement she's hopeful the 

auction is a first step that will help the entire city move forward.

1/24/19 free prescription drugs NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia Health Right is offering free prescription drugs to 

federal workers affected by the partial government shutdown. 

Federal employees are required to show proof of where they 

work, and that they're not currently working, and provide a valid 

prescription in order to qualify



1/24/19 Free College Tuition NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The State Senate passed a bill that would give free tuition to 

students attending West Virginia community and technical 

colleges.  Now the bill heads to the House.  The cost is 

estimated and seven-and-a-half-million-dollars and requires 

students to work in West Virginia for two years or pay back the 

money.

1/25/19 Drug Overdoses Increase NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Drug overdose deaths doubled in one West Virginia community 

last year. The Intelligencer and Wheeling News-Register reports 

figures released Tuesday by Wheeling police show officers 

responded to 13 overdose deaths last year, compared with six in 

2017 and three in 2016.  West Virginia has by far the nation’s 

highest rate of drug overdose deaths.  The Wheeling police 

report found there were 132 calls to police overall for overdoses 

in 2018, compared with 110 in 2017 and 98 in 2016.  The Chief 

of Police says most overdoses involved opioids and some 

involved crystal methamphetamine.

1/25/19 Town Center New Owner NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Town Center Mall has a new owner.  A law firm placed a bid on 

the behalf of an unidentified client to buy Charleston Town 

Center for $35 million at an auction Thursday on the Kanawha 

County Courthouse steps.   A representative from Dinsmore and 

Shohl placed the bid but would not say who the client is. WCHS 

TV reported one other bid was placed during the auction - for $1 - 

but the auctioneer quickly went to the other bidder who offered 

the $35 million and the auction was over.

1/25/19 T-Rex Science Center NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

A new science center is coming to the West Side. The T-Rex 

Science Center will focus on dinosaurs and fossils. Ground 

breaking is scheduled for Monday on Bigley Avenue at the old 

Purity Bakery building. The five-million-dollar project will feature 

a prehistoric walk with eighteen full-sized dinosaur replicas

1/25/19 St. Albans Business Booming NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Business is ticking up in St. Albans.  More than three dozen new 

businesses have registered in the past two years in St. Albans, 

with the help of tax cut incentives after the city passed an 

ordinance that helps businesses launch.  Tax cuts are the 

largest in the first year for a new business, and taper off the 

following two years.  City leaders in St. Albans say it will be a 

continued goal to create incentives for businesses to form and 

launch, which could draw more residents to the city



1/25/19 Health Department NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The Kanawha-Charleston Health Department has entered into a 

partnership for the possibility of offering medication-assisted 

treatment at Cabin Creek’s Sunnyside Clinic, and would 

combine behavioral therapy and medications to treat substance 

use disorders.  Primary care services would be offered, and 

medication-assisted treatment services would be offered when 

county and city officials and stakeholders are comfortable with 

providing the service.  Meetings will be scheduled between 

Cabin Creek Health Systems, the health department and 

stakeholders

1/28/19 Teacher Raises NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

A West Virginia Senate committee has forwarded a draft bill to 

revamp the state’s education system.  The Senate Education 

Committee voted Friday to send the draft to the Senate Finance 

Committee.  The bill includes additional raises for teachers but 

also other provisions that left their unions frustrated.  Among 

other things, the bill would increase elementary school class 

sizes, establish savings accounts for families to pay for private 

school and require teachers to sign off annually on union dues. 

Much of it deals with establishing public charter schools

1/28/19 Overdose Kits NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Four West Virginia counties considered “high-risk” are receiving 

kits to temporarily reverse drug overdoses.  Hundreds of 

naloxone kits for use by law enforcement personnel, emergency 

responders and others are going to Fayette, Mercer, Raleigh and 

Wyoming counties. Fayette County Health Department 

Administrator Teri Harlan said availability of naloxone in the past 

has been “hit or miss.” She said it’s significant to be able to get 

200 kits at one time.

1/28/19 SNAP Benefits NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The House of Delegates approved a bill to end the lifetime ban 

on SNAP benefits for drug felons.  Than ban is part of federal 

code, but states are allowed to opt out.  Forty-seven states have 

modified or eliminated the ban.  West Virginia, South Carolina, 

and Mississippi are the three holdouts.  The bill passed 

unanimously and now goes to the Senate.

1/28/19 Pipestem State Park Inprovements NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Pipestem State Park is getting a new million-dollar zipline.  

Governor Justice says the state will spend more than eleven-

million-dollars to make improvements at the state park in Mercer 

and Summers counties.  The work will include renovations to 

Pipestem’s cabins, lodge rooms, and work on the resort’s 

wastewater treatment facility.

1/28/19 Unemployment Rate is Up NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The unemployment rate is up in West Virginia.  WorkForce West 

Virginia says the jobless rate rose in forty-one of the state’s fifty-

five counties.  Calhoun County had the highest rate at over 

twelve-percent, and Jefferson County was the lowest in the state 

at three-percent.



1/29/19 New Medical Clinic NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Another medical clinic is moving into the old Kelley’s Men’s Shop 

building on Charleston’s West Side.  The Gazette-Mail reports 

that FamilyCare Health Centers is moving its Women’s Health 

and Birth Center from 3911 Teays Valley Road in Putnam 

County to the second floor of the Kelly's Men's Shop building.  

This is in addition to the renovations that  OB-GYN Dr. David 

Patton is making as he adds a women’s clinic. The Birth Center 

will move into the building this summer.  

1/29/19 IV Drug Use NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

A new study shows research on IV drug use can be applied to 

rural areas as well.  The study published in the American Journal 

of Public Health  was led by the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg 

School of Public Health in collaboration with the Cabell-

Huntington Health Department.  The Gazette-Mail reported the 

study creates a clearer, more accurate estimation of IV drug 

users and allows communities to better scale their response to 

widespread opioid addiction.  The data will help with planning 

and expansion for intervention plans.

1/29/19 Education Reform Bill NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Several groups are speaking out against the proposed education 

reform bill that's in the West Virginia Senate now.  At a news 

conference Monday at the State Capitol the groups said they are 

upset with a bill that is all bundled together with the proposed 5 

percent pay raise for employees and money for the Public 

Employees Insurance Agency. Some teachers have expressed 

concerns about a provision in the bill that would throw out the 

whole bill if one measure is successfully challenged. In addition 

to the pay raises and PEIA funding, the bill calls for public 

charter schools, increasing elementary school class sizes and 

requiring the prior authorization of union due payments. And 

teachers would not be paid if there is another work stoppage that 

closes schools. The coalition at the news conference included 

West Virginia education groups representing county 

superintendents, school superintendents, school administrators, 

teachers and service professionals.



1/29/19 artificial intelligence technologies NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Researchers at West Virginia University will receive $1 million 

over three years to develop artificial intelligence technologies to 

fight opioid trafficking.  A statement from the school says the 

National Institute of Justice awarded the grant to Yanfang 

“Fanny” Ye, an assistant professor of computer science and 

electrical engineering.  Ye says the project will focus on gaining 

insights into the online ecosystem of opioid trafficking. As part of 

the grant, Ye will collaborate with Xin Li, a professor of computer 

science and electrical engineering. Together, they will design 

and develop new technologies to automate the analysis of 

internet data to provide investigative leads law enforcement to 

combat opioid trafficking

1/29/19 Workforce WV NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Unemployment rates rose in 41 of West Virginia’s 55 counties in 

December. WorkForce West Virginia says jobless rates dropped 

in nine counties and remained steady in five others.  Jefferson 

County’s seasonally unadjusted unemployment rate of 3 percent 

was the lowest in the state, followed by Berkeley County at 3.5 

percent and Monongalia County at 3.7 percent.  Calhoun County 

had the highest unemployment rate at 12.4 percent. McDowell 

County was next at 9.4 percent and Roane County was at 7.9 

percent.  Statewide, the seasonally adjusted unemployment rate 

dropped slightly to 5.1 percent in December. The national rate 

was 3.9 percent.

1/30/19 Broadband in WV NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The House of Delegates gave overwhelming approval to the 

Broadband Expansion Act. House Speaker Roger Hanshaw 

says that broadband development and expansion is critical to 

grow West Virginia's economy. The bill now goes to the Senate 

for consideration.

1/30/19 Social Security Tax NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

A bill that would eliminate taxes on social security has made its 

way out of committee. The House Finance Committee passed 

the bill and sent it to the House floor for consideration. The loss 

of revenue to the state if the tax is eliminated is about 50-million 

dollars a year.

1/30/19 Teachers Strike NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The teacher's union in Mingo County voted Tuesday on a 1-day 

walkout stemming from the education reform bill.   Mingo County 

teachers were some of the first to approve a walkout during last 

year's teachers' strike.

1/31/19 Teachers & the Senate Education Bill NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Teachers in Kanawha County held an emergency meeting to 

learn more about the Senate education bill. Members of three 

education unions held a joint meeting Tuesday night at South 

Charleston High School. Union leaders didn't take a strike vote, 

but did ask members to write down what they want to do next.



1/31/19 Veterans Assistance NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The West Virginia Department of Veterans Assistance has 

opened a new Putnam County office in Teas Valley.  The 

Huntington Herald-Dispatch reports the new office is meant to 

increase area veterans’ access to assistance and improve 

service quality. The agency helps veterans with the receipt of 

state and federal benefits such as education and medical 

assistance.  This is the third new office opened as part of the 

agency’s effort to increase service availability. The agency has 

16 field and claims offices, as well as dozens of community work 

stations. 

1/31/19 Smoking Ban in Cars NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

A bill to ban smoking with kids in the car is making its way 

through the Senate. The Senate Health Committee approved the 

bill this week. The bill calls for a 25-dollar fine as a secondary 

offense, meaning that if you were pulled over for another 

infraction, the smoking violation could be added as an addition 

offense.

1/31/19 Education Reform Bill NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

In a special session Wednesday, the Kanawha County Board of 

Education unanimously passed a resolution about the education 

reform bill.  The resolution says the board opposes "any and all 

efforts to use public funds for education reform or make any 

changes that does not lead to higher student achievement for the 

most disadvantaged students."  The motion called the proposed 

bill “detrimental” to state public schools.  The Senate has the bill 

now and it would also have to pass the House to become law

1/31/19 Read Aloud West Virginia NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

A West Virginia group that works to help children with reading 

has been chosen as one of 10 U.S. nonprofits to receive 

$10,000 in books.  The Gazette-Mail reports Read Aloud West 

Virginia was chosen by UPS Store Inc. to receive the books from 

Scholastic. UPS said in a news release the contest was set up to 

honor the 10th anniversary of the Toys For Tots Literacy 

Program.  The 10 programs chosen from more than 1,000 

nominated nationwide were picked for dedication to supporting 

literacy efforts in underserved communities

2/1/19 VWV National Guard NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

A West Virginia Air National Guard office is expected to make 

history this weekend.  Brig. Gen. Christopher "Mookie" Walker 

will assume command tomorrow and with that he will become 

the first African-American to be assistant adjutant general in the 

guard's state history. The ceremony is set for Saturday, Feb. 2 at 

the Air National Guard Base in Charleston



2/1/19 Homeland Security & Emergency Man NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Lawmakers who are members of the committee that oversees 

the State's Department of Homeland Security and Emergency 

Management met this week to ask questions of the people in 

charge of fixing issues after an audit.  Questions were raised 

about missing state inventory paid for with tax dollars, and Maj. 

Gen. James Hoyer said he doesn't believe any corruption is 

involved.  He attributed problems to management failures and 

poor leadership.  The RISE flood recovery program is being 

overseen now by Hoyer, and he said FEMA will help make sure 

all of the federal funds are used properly.  Regular updates will 

be provided to the legislative auditor too.

2/1/19 Low income energy assistance NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The West Virginia Department of Health and Human Resources 

announced this week that applications for the Low Income 

Energy Assistance Program will begin to be accepted on 

Monday through Friday, February 22.  LIEAP is federally funded 

and assists eligible state residence in paying home heating bills 

and eligibility is determined based on income, household size 

and whether the household is responsible for paying its heating 

bill. The DHHR said that income must be at or below 150% of 

the federal poverty guideline for the household size. Applications 

are available at your local DHHR office.

2/1/19 American Lung Assoc Grade for WV NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia didn't get a good grade from the American Lung 

Association.  The state received one of the lowest scores in the 

nation in the ALA’s 17th annual report for failing to reduce and 

prevent tobacco use.  The report is provided for all 50 states and 

the federal government a as a marker for reducing tobacco use.  

The ALA is encouraging the West Virginia Legislature to restore 

funding to help people quit smoking.  Gov. Jim Justice’s 

proposed budget allots $2 million toward tobacco education

2/1/19 WV Road Repairs NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia Department of Transportation Secretary Tom 

Smith says officials are reviewing a proposal by Gov. Jim Justice 

to take road bond money meant for major projects and use it to 

repair secondary roads.  The Parkersburg News and Sentinel 

reports no decisions have been made on the proposal Justice 

made during his State of the State address Jan. 9. Smith said 

the governor made the remark in response to requests made to 

his office for repairs on secondary roads. He says officials are 

looking at options but haven’t come to any conclusions.  The 

Roads to Prosperity Amendment was approved during a special 

election in 2017 and gave lawmakers the authority to sell up to 

$1.6 billion in general obligation bonds for major road and bridge 

projects.



2/3/2019 Autism Awareness Newsmaker Sun. - 5:00am 30 minutes

With Lynn Browder, mother of Owen, on this episode Lynn discussed 

Owen to help him cope with the physical change. Lynn also discussed 

Owen's sensory issues with food such as texture and color affecting 

his appetite. Lynn gave tips for going outside without meltdowns as 

well as the importance of having a dentist that makes autistic patients 

comfortable during regular procedures.

2/4/19 Education Reform Bill NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

State Senators rejected an amendment to gut all the elements of 

the education reform bill except for a pay raise for teachers and 

staff. The amendment failed, 18-to-16. Berkeley County Senator 

John Unger introduced the amendment to strike everything 

except pay raises to focus on the proposal submitted by 

Governor Justice. The Senate is adjourned until this morning 

when the bill will come up for a vote before moving on to the 

House of Delegates.

2/4/19 Social Security retirement NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

A bill to eliminate West Virginia personal income taxes on Social 

Security retirement benefits has been passed by the state House 

of Delegates.  The Republican-led House voted 96-1 Friday to 

approve the bill.  The measure would mean a $50 million 

reduction in revenue collected if it becomes law.  Gov. Jim 

Justice proposed the cut last month in his State of the State 

speech.  West Virginia is among 13 states that currently tax 

Social Security benefits. Surrounding states aren’t among them

2/4/19 Teachers Strike NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Education union leaders announced that school employees 

around the state will take strike-authorization votes this week. 

Leaders say it is a call for statewide action should circumstance 

surrounding the omnibus education bill merit such a work action. 

Union leaders are calling for individual components of the 

education bill to be considered as separate bills.

2/5/19 Summer Meals for School Age Children NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The West Virginia Department of Education is looking for 

partners statewide to help provide meals and activities for 

children during the summer.  The agency says county boards of 

education, local government agencies and other nonprofit 

organizations can participate.  The Summer Food Service 

Program is intended to provide free, nutritious meals to children 

ages 18 and under in lower-income areas at more than 500 

sites.  

2/5/19 Daylight Savings Time Yearround NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

A bill in the West Virginia Senate right now would keep you from 

worrying about time changes.  The bill would make daylight 

saving time the official time for the entire year, so when it begins 

in March the time would stay that way all year long.  Last year a 

similar bill was proposed in Virginia, but it didn't pass. 



2/5/19 EZ Pass Numbers NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

More than 150-thousand people registered for the West Virginia 

Turnpike EZ Pass before the deadline last month.  The 

Parkways Authority issued one-hundred-ten-thousand new 

transponders for the three year pass.  Turnpike revenue is up 

nearly 80-percent since the new toll schedule took effect on 

January 15
th

.

2/6/19 City Zoning Changes NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Charleston City Council is looking to attract new business to the 

West Side with some zoning changes.  The Council is changing 

a residential block to a mixed commercial-residential block that 

will allow the Shape Shop Cafe to move from the Patrick Street 

Plaza to its new location on Central Avenue. City leaders hope 

other businesses will follow suit. WCHS TV reported the council 

also approved the receipt of several county and state grants 

Monday to help pay for police working with local schools, 

domestic violence cases and drug enforcement.

2/6/19 Education Reform Bill NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

There was a motion Tuesday in the House of Delegates to 

postpone the controversial education reform bill which would 

have effectively killed it, but the motion was tabled and the bill 

remains alive in the House Education committee.  The bill will 

also have to go through the House finance committee before 

going to the full House for a vote.  Governor Jim Justice has 

indicated he would veto the bill as it is and teachers will be 

taking a vote this week on whether to authorize a walkout.

2/6/19 Town Center Options NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

A task force appointed by Charleston Mayor Amy Schuler 

Goodwin met for the first time this week to talk about options for 

Charleston Town Center.  The Mayor met with the local 

management team of the mall last Friday and they plan to 

continue conversations about how to draw shoppers, which may 

involve increasing a police presence to everyone feels safe 

there.  The task force is open to suggestions too. 

2/6/19 WV PSD NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The West Virginia Public Service Commission is urging Frontier 

Communications speed up its processes for conducting a 

management audit that was ordered last year.  The Herald-

Dispatch reports the commission directed the 

telecommunications company to file all delinquent documents 

related to the audit as soon as possible.  Frontier responded to 

the commission by saying it has begun seeking proposals from 

companies interested in conducting the audit and has set a 

March 4 deadline for submissions.  The commission ordered the 

audit last August after receiving complaints about Frontier’s 

quality of service



2/6/19 Esports at Concord NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Concord University is the first school in West Virginia to offer 

eSports.  Esports is competitive, organized video gaming that 

attracts players and spectators from around the world.  Over 

sixty institutions in the country have varsity eSports programs.

2/7/19 Gas Pipeline NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The completion of a natural gas pipeline running through West 

Virginia, Virginia and North Carolina has been delayed and its 

costs are increasing by up to $3 billion.  The Fayetteville 

Observer reports that the 600-mile Atlantic Coast Pipeline is not 

expected to be in full service until 2021. It was initially expected 

to be in service this year. The project was projected to cost 

between $4.5 billion and $5 billion when first announced. Now 

the company projects a total cost of $7 billion to $7.5 billion. 

2/7/19 Looking for Love NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

A new Wallet Hub study show West Virginia is the worst place 

for singles.  West Virginia took last place in the study, ranking in 

the bottom of three main categories:  dating opportunities, dating 

economics, and romance and fun.

2/8/19 New Jobs for WV NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Gov. Jim Justice says a technology company plans to open an 

office in Charleston creating 100 jobs. New York-based Infor 

develops business cloud software and plans to hire employees 

for specialized positions to provide those services. The company 

plans to run cloud applications for government agencies and 

companies that contract with them.  Infor plans to partner with 

Marshall University and West Virginia State University to 

develop a pipeline for workers. It did not say when the company 

would open.  Justice says Infor’s investment in the state will help 

it attract other growing tech companies. 

2/8/19 Special Supplemental Nutrition Program NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

After months of uncertainty affecting recipients in six counties 

involving the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for 

Women, Infants or Children, more commonly known as WIC, a 

grant agreement has been renewed.  WCHS TV reported that 

the Clay County health board voted to suspend WIC services to 

the counties after a significant delay in funding from the 

Department of Health and Human Resources. Besides Clay, the 

board oversees WIC in Nicholas, Braxton, Webster, Greenbrier 

and Pocahontas counties. The DHHR announced this week that 

the grant agreement had been renewed.



2/8/19 White Tail Deer Kill NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

State wildlife officials say the number of white-tailed deer killed 

in West Virginia during the recently completed hunting seasons 

rose slightly compared to a year ago.  The Division of Natural 

Resources says hunters killed 108,856 deer last year, up about 

700 from 2017 and an 11 percent drop from the five-year 

average.  The most deer were killed in Preston, Randolph, 

Jackson and Upshur counties. Most of the bucks were killed 

during the traditional buck firearm season.

2/8/19 Special Education Bill NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The Speaker of the House of Delegates is calling for a public 

hearing on the omnibus education bill.  The public hearing will be 

held Monday morning in the House chamber.  Lawmaker say 

they want to hear from all sides, including teachers, student, 

parents, and administrators.

2/10/2019 US Air Force Newsmaker Sun. - 5:00am 30 minutes US Air Force discuss recuritment.

2/11/19 Education Reform Bill NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

A second public hearing is set for today on the complex 

education bill.  The House voted on Friday to hold a second 

public hearing today at 5:30 p.m. in the House chamber in 

Charleston. This follows the previously scheduled hearing this 

morning.  The additional hearing follows a request from union 

leaders to move the time of the hearing so teachers could 

participate in it. The House version of the bill would remove a 

provision to require teachers to sign off annually on union dues 

and a clause that would invalidate the entire bill if any part is 

struck down.

2/11/19 Electronic Smoking Devices NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

WVU is banning the use of electronic smoking devices and 

vaping products on campus. WVU is reexamining it's rules 

regarding tobacco use on campus, and is concentrating on 

enforcement and cessation efforts. The new policy will tentatively 

go into effect in August.

2/11/19 substance abuse residential treatment NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

A West Virginia hospital system has been awarded $1 million to 

expand substance abuse residential treatment services in a five-

county area.  The state Department of Health and Human 

Resources announced the funding Thursday for Thomas Health, 

which operates Thomas Memorial Hospital in South Charleston 

and St. Francis Hospital in Charleston.  The services would 

serve Clay, Fayette, Kanawha, Nicholas and Roane counties.  

The Legislature mandated that DHHR identify and allocate 

additional treatment beds in regions across the state for people 

suffering from substance abuse. The funding is part of a 

comprehensive statewide plan to combat the opioid epidemic.



2/11/19 Water Bill Going Up NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Your water bill is going up…West Virginia American Water 

Company customers will see an average rate hike of over six-

and-a-half-dollars on their monthly water bills, and over eight-

dollars on their monthly sewer bills. The state Public Service 

Commission approved an agreement Friday. The rate hike will 

go into effect February 25th.

2/11/19 West Virginia Education Association NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

About 200 people from three different West Virginia education 

unions met in Flatwoods Saturday afternoon to report the results 

of a strike authorization vote that took place this past week on 

approving a work stoppage.   West Virginia Education 

Association President Dale Lee said workers decided to call for 

a work stoppage if needed.  This past week the education reform 

bill known as Senate Bill 251 entered the House Education 

Committee where changes were made to limit charter schools 

and get rid of education savings accounts. It passed out of 

committee Friday night and will move to House Finance 

Committee this week. Educators are united and plan to be at two 

public House hearings  today.

2/11/19 Sunday Liquor Sales NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The Senate will now decide if liquor sales should be allowed on 

Sundays. The House passed a bill that would allow Sunday 

liquor sales to match beer sales. If it becomes law, liquor could 

be sold on Sunday's starting at 1 p.m.

2/12/19 WV's Katherine Johnson NASA Facility NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Scientists at the West Virginia's Katherine Johnson NASA 

Facility have come up with breakthrough software that will be 

used on SLS, which is NASA’s replacement for the Space 

Shuttle. West Virginia  engineers and scientists developed a new 

mini-supercomputer and software to ensure space flight software 

performs as safely and efficiently as possible. TMC is a West 

Virginia-based information technology services company 

focusing on the space, defense, justice, cybersecurity, energy 

and natural resources/climate sectors. NASA is one of its 

customers.

2/12/19 Free Prom Dress Rentals NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

A local church is offering free prom dress rentals.   Rhonda's 

Closet inside Aldersgate Methodist Church in Sissionville helps 

connect girls with dresses that are still in good shape and will 

save money. Girls can rent the prom dresses for free and even 

pay to have them altered.  In 2018, Rhonda's closet had 200 

girls rent dresses saving them and their families hundreds of 

dollars. Rhonda's Closet is open on Sundays from 3 p.m. to 5 

p.m. until mid-May. Donated prom dresses are always welcome



2/12/19 Campus Carry Bill NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Opponents outnumber supporters during a public hearing on the 

Campus Carry Bill.  The bill would allow weapons on college 

campuses with a concealed carry permit.  School officials spoke 

out against the bill saying it’s implementation would pose a 

substantial burden on Universities.  Supporters said they should 

have the right to defend themselves on campus.

2/13/19 Air Travel Options NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Air travelers have a new option out of Huntington. Allegiant Air is 

planning to offer a new flight to the Florida Panhandle with fares 

as low as $49 each way.  The new service from Huntington Tri-

State Airport to Destin-Fort Walton Beach Airport starts June 6.  

The new seasonal flights will operate twice a week.

2/13/19 vaccination for shingles stopped NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The Kanawha-Charleston Health Department is temporarily 

suspending a vaccination for shingles because it is unavailable 

from the manufacturer, GSK. The health department’s current 

request for the vaccine is on back order. A limited number of 

vaccinations will become available when the company begins to 

fill orders. Shingles is caused by the same virus that causes 

chickenpox and after someone has had the virus it may 

reactivate as shingles years later

2/13/19 Education Reform Bill NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Teachers unions are waiting to see what happens with the 

education bill now in the House of Delegates.  The West Virginia 

Education Association, the American Federation of Teachers-

West Virginia, and West Virginia School Service Personnel 

Association have all voted to enact work action if needed.  A 

strike would be a last resort, according to union leaders.

2/13/19 Toy's R Us may return NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Toys 'R' Us could be making a comeback.  A year after going out 

of business, a new company called Tru Kids Inc. announced it 

has taken over as the parent company of several Toys 'R' Us 

brands and will be opening 70 stores in 2019 in other countries.  

The company has yet to announce its U.S. business strategy, 

but something is in the works.  Plans could be revealed soon for 

West Virginia stores.



2/14/19 Charleston Town Center NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

City officials said while the Charleston Town Center certainly 

faces challenges, the recent purchase is speeding up the 

process that will help redevelopment and investment to the 

downtown area.  Charleston Mayor Amy Goodwin said the mall 

is here to stay and every day she is working to help revitalize this 

area.  Mayor Goodwin has had two tour stops around Charleston 

so far where community members can share concerns and ask 

questions.  Goodwin said the Town Center's evolution really will 

depend on who buys it from the bank, and what is developed 

around it.

2/14/19 Felons and Food Stamps NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

A bill to allow drug felons to receive food stamps has passed the 

West Virginia Senate Tuesday. The House of Delegates has 

already passed the bill but now must concur on a Senate 

amendment that would exclude felons whose crimes involved 

death or injury. The American Civil Liberties Union's West 

Virginia chapter says West Virginia is one of three states with a 

food stamp ban for drug felons, and said those who have served 

their time for drug-related crimes "should not be perpetually 

punished."

2/14/19 Emisisons Cheating Settlement NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia will receive $302,500 as part of a multistate 

settlement with Fiat Chrysler over emissions cheating 

allegations.  Attorney General Patrick Morrisey announced the 

settlement that came after information showed the automaker 

equipped more than 100,000 vehicles with diesel engines 

programmed to run pollution controls during lab tests that would 

turn off under certain conditions on the road.  Fiat Chrysler says 

it didn’t deliberately install devices to cheat emissions tests. The 

company didn’t admit wrongdoing in the settlement. The models 

involved were 2014 through 2016 Jeep Grand Cherokee and 

Ram 1500 diesel vehicles.

2/14/19 Tobacco Buying Age Change NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

A bill moving through the West Virginia Legislature would raise 

the state’s minimum legal age for buying tobacco products from 

18 to 21.  The Senate judiciary committee has the bill now, and it 

covers all tobacco and vaping products. A similar bill is pending 

in the House health and human resources committee. A similar 

bill died last year in a Senate committee.  According to the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, West Virginia has 

among the highest youth smoking rates in the nation.  The 

nonprofit Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids says six states and at 

least 430 localities have raised the tobacco purchase age limit to 

21. Similar bills are pending before lawmakers in several states, 

including Indiana, Illinois and Virginia.



2/15/19 Abandoned Homes in Charleston NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Abandoned homes in Charleston are being closely watched for 

fires.  Firefighters battled yet another abandoned house fire 

Thursday morning on Clay Avenue on the West Side, and that 

was the 19th house fire so far in 2019.  Most of those have been 

at abandoned or boarded-up homes. As the causes of the fires 

are investigated, you're urged to call police if you see suspicious 

activity around vacant homes

2/15/19 Teachers Work Stoppage NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Kanawha County’s school superintended talked to principals 

yesterday about a plan to keep schools open in the event of a 

work stoppage.  Teachers unions across the state authorized a 

work action if necessary.  So far, no specific work action is 

planned.   Administrators are formulating a plan to keep students 

in the classroom and learning during a walkout

2/15/19 Education Reform Bill NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The House of Delegates passed the omnibus education bill.  The 

bill passed 71-to-29 Thursday afternoon after an hour of debate.  

The House made significant changes to the bill and it will now go 

back to the Senate for a vote.  The bill will likely end up in a 

conference committee to hammer out a compromise.

2/17/2019 WV Youth Leaders Camp Newsmaker Sun. - 5:00am 30 minutes

Youth Leaders Camp Info Sheet

• The West Virginia National Guard proudly announces the 51th 

Youth Leaders Camp being held 24-30 June 2018. The annual 

camp is held in Kingwood, West Virginia, at Camp Dawson, in 

the heart of Preston County.

o The cost will be $150. If they need help with funding please 

contact us through the facebook page.

2/18/19 New Coal Jobs NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Arch Coal plans to open a longwall mine in northcentral West 

Virginia and employ nearly six-hundred workers. The Leer south 

mine in Barbour County is expected to produce an estimated 

three-million-tons of coal annually. Arch Coal plans to invest 

nearly 400-milllion-dollars on the mine that is scheduled to start 

production in late 2021.

2/18/19 Teacher Shortages NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Glenville State College is offering a new program to help 

address West Virginia teacher shortages in critical areas.  The 

Parkersburg News and Sentinel reports the Home Grown 

program aims to help students interested in a career as a 

teacher through peer and professional mentoring, advising, 

competitive scholarships, intensive tutoring and real-world 

teaching experiences for students.  The number of teacher 

vacancies in West Virginia has risen from more than 400 three 

years ago to 700 in 2017. Areas of critical need include special 

education, math, early education, and science.  Students from 15 

counties are eligible to participate in the program.



2/18/19 Mountain Valley Pipeline NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Federal authorities have launched a criminal investigation into 

the Mountain Valley Pipeline in Virginia. EQM Midstream 

Partners says in filings that the pipeline joint venture had 

received a grand jury subpoena for documents last week.  The 

scope of the inquiry is unclear, but the company says it is 

complying with the subpoena.  Last month, two local attorneys 

called for a federal investigation into whether pipeline crews 

violated laws by continuing construction on the 300-mile pipeline 

after a permit suspension.

2/18/19 Recovery Point NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Almost two dozen women were honored Saturday for their work 

to overcome addiction.  Twenty-one women graduated from 

Recovery Point in Charleston and marked big strides in healing 

after drug addiction.  Recovery Point has different programs that 

allows clients to live at the home for six to 12 months. There are 

Recovery Point locations in Charleston and Huntington

2/18/19 Education Reform Bill NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The education reform bill goes back to the Senate today.  The 

Senate could vote to accept the changes that were made in the 

House, but the bill will most likely go to conference committee to 

come up with a compromise.  There are several differences in 

the bill, including the number of charter schools, and the number 

of resource officers on campus.

2/19/19 Rabies NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

A raccoon that was killed by two dogs in the Cheat Lake area 

has tested positive for rabies.  The Dominion Post reports the 

Monongalia County Health Department says the raccoon was 

killed Feb. 7. A state lab confirmed the raccoon had rabies.  The 

statement says the dogs had been vaccinated for rabies and 

were re-vaccinated and will be confined and observed for 45 

days. The dog’s owner also is undergoing treatment. Pet owners 

across the state are being advised to make sure their dogs and 

cats are vaccinated for rabies, seal garbage cans tightly and to 

avoid animals they are unfamiliar with. 

2/19/19 Logan County Levy NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Logan County are in large part in favor of a new levy that will 

bring millions of dollars in improvements to Logan County 

schools for security, materials, insurance, trips and salaries.  The 

levy passed on Saturday with nearly 90% of voters in favor.  

Security improvements will include new cameras and panic 

systems.  New textbooks and technology will come from 

$600,000 in approved funding, and the levy also holds over $4 

million in salaries for staff and service personnel.  This is the first 

levy that has passed in Logan County in four years.



2/19/19 Teachers Strike NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The President of the American Federation of Teachers-West 

Virginia sent a letter to members, saying that the education bill 

passed by the House is significantly improved from the Senate 

version, but that the strike option is still on the table. Union 

leaders say they are monitoring the situation and will wait for the 

right moment to act.

2/19/19 APCO Rate Increase NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Appalachian Power announced a new incentive utility rate for 

new and expanding businesses with a new demand of 500 

kilowatts or more. The utililty said the business must also create 

at least 10 jobs or invest at least $2.5 million in their growth in 

West Virginia. The discount would be around 15 percent. The 

goal of the incentive is to spur economic growth for small 

businesses and spread fixed costs among more people. 

2/20/19 Teachers Strike NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Teachers and school support workers lined streets outside 

schools with picket signs and packed the state Capitol for the 

first day of a walkout Tuesday over complicated education 

legislation that they view as lacking their input and as retaliation 

for last year’s strike.  The House voted to kill the complex 

education bill that the Senate passed, but teachers' unions have 

said they'll talk to members before declaring the strike over.  

Governor Jim Justice has said he would veto the legislation in its 

current form.  

2/20/19 protecting LGBTQ NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Twelve West Virginia mayors have signed a letter asking the 

state Senate to take up a bill aimed at protecting LGBTQ people 

from housing discrimination.  The mayors signed the letter to 

Republican Senate President Mitch Carmichael calling on the 

leadership to take up Senate Bill 391, which would add sexual 

orientation and gender identity to the list of protected classes in 

the state’s nondiscrimination law.  Charleston, Huntington, 

Morgantown and the nine other cities and towns have passed 

ordinances that bar such discrimination.  Fairness West Virginia 

Executive Director Andrew Schneider says in a statement that 

the mayors represent a total combined population of about 

199,000 residents, or about 11 percent of West Virginia’s 

population.  The bill will die if not taken up by the Judiciary 

Committee by today.



2/20/19 WV State University Extension Service NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The first of three workshops on entrepreneurial farming and food 

manufacturing is this week in West Virginia.  West Virginia State 

University Extension Service is hosting the series, to be held 

throughout Kanawha County. The series leads up to the West 

Virginia Urban Agriculture Conference and Community Expo on 

the university’s campus in May.  The workshops run from 6 p.m. 

to 8:30 p.m. The first one is Wednesday at Schoenbaum Family 

Enrichment Center in Charleston. Next is March 14 at Lisa Curry 

Memorial Annex Building in Chesapeake. The third program is 

April 17 at Clendenin Community Center in Clendenin.  The 

workshops will provide information about grants, cost-share 

programs and low-interest loans as well as popular profitable 

crops.  Registration is required online or by contacting Jeremy 

Brannon at brannoja@wvstateu.edu or (304) 720-1408.

2/20/19 Teachers Strike NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Governor Justice is calling on teachers to go back to work, and 

he wants the legislature to pass his pay raise bill.  The 

Governor’s comments follow a vote in the House to kill the 

controversial education reform bill.  Union leaders say that 

teachers will be on strike again today, and schools are closed 

across the state.

2/20/19 Schools Closed NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Schools across West Virginia are closed for a second day.  

Union leaders say teachers will be on strike again today.  Union 

leaders say there is a small chance there could be further 

developments in the education reform bill.

2/21/19 State Wide Pay Raises NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The West Virginia House of Delegates will have a public hearing 

Friday on Gov. Jim Justice's pay raise bill. The governor is 

calling on lawmakers to pass his clean 5 percent pay raise bill, 

and said he would have vetoed the education omnibus bill as it 

stood before the House killed it this week.  The public hearing on 

the pay raise bill will start at 8 a.m. Friday.

2/21/19 Sunday Liquor Sales NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The West Virginia House of Delegates has agreed with a Senate 

amendment that will allow retail outlets to sell liquor on Sundays 

except when it falls on Christmas or Easter.  The House 

previously passed the bill and approved it with the Christmas-

Easter amendment added on an 86-12 vote Tuesday without 

debate.  The bill, which permits liquor sales after 1 p.m. on 

Sundays, now goes to the governor.



2/21/19 Security Guards at Schools NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The Cabell County school board this week approved placing 

security guards at 12 schools that don't have double-doored man-

trap main entrances, which are reinforced and remotely locked to 

deter intruders. County Superintendent Ryan Saxe and the 

board say security guards aren't a permanent solution, but they 

are an extra safety measure while man-traps are being built at 

those schools. The measure is valid through the end of the 

school year with an option for renewal.  The total cost of the 

additional security through the end of the year is $84,600. It'll be 

paid for through federal and county funds.

2/21/19 Teachers Strike NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The teachers strike is over and schools across the state are 

open today.  Union leaders made the announcement at the state 

capitol after the education reform bill was officially dead.  They 

did not rule out another strike, and say they will be keeping a 

close eye on the legislative session.

2/21/19 WVU Walkout - Guns on Campus NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia University faculty is planning a walkout this after to 

protest a new law that would allow guns on campus.  Faculty 

members say the Campus Carry Law is being rushed through 

the state legislature.

2/22/19 Inmates Substance Abuse Treatment NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia has started to offer inpatient substance abuse 

treatment for the first time to inmates.  The pilot program 

launched at the Western Regional Jail in Cabell County and the 

Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety said it provides 

individual and group therapy daily.  It has a capacity of 32 beds 

each for men and women, in separate sections and away from 

other jail inmates.  The inpatient treatment is in lieu of a regular 

sentence, and is expected to take at least six months, and could 

lead to a reduced sentence, supervised release or some other 

alternative to jail time.

2/22/19 Pay Raise Bill NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The West Virginia House of Delegates quickly advanced a pay 

raise bill Thursday on second reading with no amendments.  A 

public hearing on the House Bill 2730 is set for 8 a.m. today, and 

a third and final vote from the House could come after that 

hearing.  Under the pay raise bill, an average increase of 5 

percent would go to State Police, teachers and school service 

personnel. If approved by the House, the bill would go to the 

Senate, where leaders had pushed for a more comprehensive 

education reform bill.

2/24/2019 Area Red Cross Newsmaker Sun. - 5:00am 30 minutes

Discuss the importance of blood donations and related Red Cross 

Issues



2/25/19 State Pay Raises NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The House of Delegates overwhelming passed a pay raise bill 

for teachers, school employees, and State Police. The pay raise 

bill is a “clean” bill supported by Governor Justice that gives 

teachers a five-percent pay raise. The West Virginia Senate 

decided not to immediately consider the bill, and on Saturday 

rejected a motion to take up the bill that the House of Delegates 

passed Friday.  Instead, the Senate referred the bill to its 

education committee and then the finance committee with two 

weeks left in the regular session.  Gov. Jim Justice asked the 

Senate to pass the bill “as soon as possible.” Justice requested 

the raises last fall.

2/25/19 Appalachian Regional Commission NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The Appalachian Regional Commission says it is funding eight 

projects in West Virginia as part of job retention and expansion 

efforts in coal communities.  A $59,500 grant will boost efforts to 

expand a bicycle trail network in southern West Virginia, while a 

$79,270 grant will assist an economic impact study of the 

emerging craft beer and spirits industry in Cabell, Kanawha, 

Putnam and Roane counties.  Among other projects, the West 

Virginia Food and Farm Coalition in Charleston will receive a $1 

million grant toward increasing market opportunities for farmers 

and food businesses, while Morgantown Sober Living Inc. will 

receive a $485,000 grant for a workforce development project 

designed for people recovering from substance abuse.

2/25/19 Gambling Bills NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The House of Delegates passed two bills that will make 

gambling much easier.  The West Virginia Lottery Interactive 

Wagering Act, would allow the state’s four licensed racetracks 

and the Greenbrier Resort to offer interactive wagering games 

online.  And the Satellite Casino Bill would allow tracks to setup 

secondary locations for racetrack video lottery terminals

2/25/19 Teacher pay Raises NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The West Virginia Senate will not immediately take up a bill to 

raise teachers’ salaries.  The Senate rejected a motion to take 

up the bill that was passed in the House of Delegates on Friday.  

Instead, the Senate referred the bill to its education committee 

and then the finance committee



2/26/19 Hunting Rule Changes NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

More than 300 people attended a meeting Sunday to argue 

against legislation that would allow for guided bear hunts, and to 

argue in favor of a lower buck limit for deer hunters.  Most 

seemed willing to compromise on a 2-buck limit. The Gazette-

Mail reported the crowd was too large for the original venue at 

the Division of Natural Resources building in South Charleston, 

so DNR officials moved it to a larger meeting room at a nearby 

motel.  If approved by the commission, changes would go into 

effect on Jan. 1, 2020.

2/26/19 Babies Withdrawing New Facility NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Thomas Memorial Hospital is getting ready to open a new facility 

for babies withdrawing from maternal drug use.  Babies born 

with neonatal abstinence syndrome at Thomas Memorial 

Hospital will soon recover in their own special unit at the South 

Charleston hospital. Baby STEPS will be an eight-bed unit for 

those babies and will open later this spring.  In Huntington, the 

Hoops Family Children’s Hospital at Cabell Huntington Hospital 

has a special unit for the babies as well

2/26/19 Make It Shine NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection is 

accepting applications for its annual volunteer litter cleanup 

event on streams and public lands.  The DEP says in a news 

release the application deadline for the Make It Shine program is 

March 8. Applications can be downloaded on the agency’s 

website.  The program will provide cleanup materials and other 

resources to community groups during the first two weeks of 

April.  Last year’s cleanup drew 4,900 volunteers who removed 

nearly 120 tons of litter, including more than 1,400 tires

2/26/19 Storm Damage  Cautions NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The West Virginia Attorney General’s Office is encouraging 

anyone whose property was damaged in the storm to check your 

contractor’s credentials before making any repairs.  Patrick 

Morrisey says to beware of unlicensed contractors canvassing 

neighbors offering deals too good to be true.

2/26/19 Campus Carry Bill NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

An effort to kill the Campus Carry Bill led to a heated debate on 

the House floor last night.  Kanawha County Delegate Andrew 

Byrd moved to reject the bill, saying that college students and 

faculty are affected by the bill, and have not been consulted.  

Byrd’s motion failed and the bill will get a second reading today.



2/27/19 Passing School Bus Law Changes NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The state Senate passed a bill that would increase penalties for 

passing a stopped school bus with flashing warning lights. The 

minimum fine would double to 500-dollars, and a 60-day 

suspension. The bill would also require cameras on school 

buses purchased after July 1st.

2/27/19 2019 Environmental Grant Program NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Organizations in West Virginia American Water’s service areas 

can apply for the company’s 2019 Environmental Grant Program 

awards for community-based environmental projects.  The 

company is looking for projects that improve, restore or protect 

watersheds, surface water or groundwater supplies through 

partnerships.  The company’s service areas included in the 

program are Boone, Braxton, Cabell, Fayette, Kanawha, Lewis, 

Lincoln, Logan, Mercer, Putnam, Raleigh, Summers, Wayne and 

Webster counties.  Proposed projects must be completed 

between May 1 and Nov. 30. The deadline to apply is March 29. 

2/27/19 Atlantic Coast Pipeline NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

A federal appeals court denied a request this week to reconsider 

a ruling throwing out a permit for the Atlantic Coast Pipeline to 

cross two national forests, including parts of the Appalachian 

Trail.  The 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals rejected a request 

from lead pipeline developer Dominion Energy and the U.S. 

Forest Service to hold a full-court rehearing. 

2/27/19 Manpower on the Street New Detectives NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The Kanawha County Sheriff's Office is adding more manpower 

to work on street crimes. Detectives are cracking down on 

property crime and thefts, and Eyewitness News reports a 

handful of detectives take over these investigations after road 

patrol deputies answer the initial call and collect evidence. It's a 

successful program so far, and just in the last couple of months, 

detectives have made 23 felony arrests and issued 11 

outstanding warrants. They've recovered more than $13,000 

worth of drugs and $89,000 worth of stolen property. They plan 

to add more staff to target property crimes in the coming months.

2/28/19 Campus Carry Bill NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The campus carry bill was up for a third reading in the West 

Virginia House on Wedneday, but the House Rules Committee 

Chairman John Shott (R-Mercer) made a motion to pull the bill 

off of the calendar and the motion passed.  That effectively 

tables the bill, and it would take a 2/3 vote in the full House of 

Delegates to bring the bill back. Until then it won't be able to 

cross over to the Senate and pass.  Right now universities and 

colleges get to choose whether they allow concealed carry on 

campus, but the bill would have taken away that choice.



2/28/19 Expand Broadband NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia will be among eight states in a new project to 

expand and update a national broadband map.  The project by 

the National Telecommunications and Information Administration 

will help the state get a clear and complete picture of broadband 

availability.  The other states involved include California, Maine, 

Massachusetts, Minnesota, North Carolina, Utah and 

Tennessee.  Recent federal budget legislation includes $7.5 

million for the project.

2/28/19 Mental Health Services for Schools NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The West Virginia House approved a bill to expand mental 

health services in schools with a 99-0 vote Wednesday. The bill 

would require counties to hire at least one school psychologist 

for every 1,000 students between kindergarten and seventh 

grade. The bill now heads to the Senate.  The legislation also 

calls for additional mental health services for students who have 

issues related to drug abuse in the state. County boards would 

have to make the hires by the 2021 school year.  

2/28/19 Tobacco Buying Age Change NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The West Virginia Senate has passed a bill that would raise the 

state's minimum legal age for using tobacco products from 18 to 

21.  The Senate passed the bill on a 20-14 vote Wednesday. 

The bill covers all tobacco and vaping products. A similar bill is 

pending in a House committee. According to the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention, West Virginia has among the 

highest youth smoking rates in the nation.  A similar bill died last 

year in a Senate committee.   Similar bills are pending before 

lawmakers in several states

2/28/19 Campus Carry Bill NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The West Virginia House of Delegates passed the controversial 

campus carry bill after nearly four hours of debate.  One 

amendment was made to the bill that would require institutions to 

report any issues they have with campus carry.  The bill would 

make it legal for anyone with a conceal carry permit to carry a 

gun on a college campus

3/1/19 Spring Fire Season NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Friday marks the beginning of spring fire season in West 

Virginia; it lasts until May 31
st
.  During the three month fire 

season outdoor burning is only allowed between 5 p.m. and 7 

a.m.  Burning debris ranks as the state’s second most common 

cause of fires, behind arson.



3/1/19 Right To Work Changes NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

A judge has sided with labor unions in striking down key portions 

of West Virginia's right-to-work law, including those that allowed 

workers to stop paying union dues.  Kanawha County Circuit 

Judge Jennifer Bailey made the ruling Wednesday in a lawsuit 

filed by the state chapter of the AFL-CIO and other unions. The 

judge says some provisions of the 2016 law violated the state 

constitution.  Labor unions maintained the law illegally took their 

assets since they still have to represent all employees in a union 

shop, including those that the law would allow to stop paying 

dues.  Teamsters General Secretary Ken Hall says in a 

statement the law "was nothing more than an attack on our 

wages, benefits and working conditions."

3/1/19 Stream Coal Tax Changes NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The House of Delegates passed a bill that would reduce the tax 

on steam coal produced in West Virginia. The bill would cut the 

severance tax on coal used in power plants. The tax would be 

reduced from five-percent to three-percent over two years.

3/1/19 4 Year Marshall Aviation Program NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Marshall University is exploring a joint venture with Southern 

Utah University to offer a four-year aviation degree program.  

Both schools signed a Memorandum of Agreement to cooperate 

in exploring options to jointly offer a four-year bachelor’s degree 

in aviation to teach students to fly helicopters at Yeager Airport.

3/3/2019 East End Improvements Newsmaker Sun. - 5:00am 30 minutes Rick Cavender discusses changes on Chalreston's East End

3/4/19 State Budget NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The West Virginia House of Delegates passed its version of the 

state budget Saturday. The $4.6 billion spending bill, which 

passed 92-5, includes $67 million in pay raises for teachers and 

school service personnel, as well as raises for other public 

employees.  The House budget also includes a $30 million 

severance tax cut for steam coal.  The bill will now move to the 

Senate.  The Senate's version of its own budget bill includes 

$110 million for maintaining secondary roads, but does not 

include pay raises for teachers or tax cuts for steam coal.  The 

legislative session is scheduled to end on Saturday, March 9.

3/4/19 Sunday Liquor Sales NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

You can now buy liquor on Sundays. Governor Justice signed a 

measure allowing stores to sell liquor on Sundays after 1 p.m. 

with the exception of Easter and Christmas. The new measure 

went into effect yesterday.

3/4/19 APCO Rate Increase NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The state Public Service Commission has approved a rate 

increase for Appalachian Power. The four-percent rate hike was 

approved this week. Wheeling Power and Appalachian Power 

customers who use one-thousand-kilowatts of power will see 

their bill go up by more than five-dollars-a-month.



3/4/19 Computer Science Classes NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Gov. Jim Justice has signed legislation requiring students to take 

computer science classes before graduating high school.  

Justice held a ceremonial bill signing last week at Cranberry-

Prosperity Elementary School in Beckley.  The governor's office 

says West Virginia is the first state to require high school 

computer science. Justice predicts it will help attract technology 

companies to the state.  The bill requires the state Board of 

Education to adopt a policy detailing computer science 

instruction by grade level and requires the Department of 

Education to come up with professional development 

opportunities to teachers in computer science instruction.

3/4/19 Campus Carry Bill NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

WVU students, opposing the Campus Carry Act, plan to gather 

outside the state Senate chamber today to persuade senators to 

vote against the bill.  The students are with an organization 

called “One Campus WV,” and say the bill will jeopardize 

student’s safety and security, and increase tuition to pay for 

security measures.

3/5/19 Broadband in WV NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Gov. Jim Justice and U.S. Sen. Shelley Moore Capito 

announced a partnership Monday with Facebook that will allow 

local internet providers to offer broadband service to residents 

who live in rural communities. The project will connect 

Facebook’s data centers across state lines in Ohio, Virginia and 

North Carolina and will result in an about 275-mile route in West 

Virginia.  The construction is planned to begin this year and last 

for roughly 18 to 24 months, and will allow broadband providers 

to expand middle-mile networks into communities along the 

route

3/5/19 Amazon Relocation NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Senator Joe Manchin is urging Amazon to put its second 

headquarters in West Virginia. Amazon canceled its plans to 

build a second headquarters in New York City. Manchin sent a 

letter to CEO Jeff Bezos telling him that he had another chance 

to have a lasting impact on not just a city, but an entire region

3/5/19 Campus Carry Bill NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Dozens of college and university students made their way to the 

state Capitol Monday to protest the campus carry bill in the state 

Senate.  The House passed the bill last week, and it would make 

it legal for anyone with a conceal carry permit to carry a gun on 

college campuses.  The lone amendment made to the bill would 

require institutions to report on any issues they have with 

campus carry.  Several college and university presidents have 

spoken out against the bill, saying they believe it would 

endanger staff and students. Supporters say it would give people 

on campus an added level of security.  Eyewitness News 

reported the students rallied outside the Senate chambers 

Monday, chanting and hoisting signs.



3/5/19 Facebook and Fiber in State NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Facebook is planning to start construction on 275-miles of high 

capacity fiber through West Virginia.  It will be part of a 600-mile 

long haul route to connect major data centers in Virginia and 

Ohio.  The fiber will provide local communities with access to 

high speed broadband.

3/6/19 Herbert Hoover Schools NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

It's been nearly three years since Herbert Hoover High School 

and Clendenin Elementary were severely damaged by flooding, 

and with delays the Kanawha County school board said those 

schools won't be completed for at least another year.  Clendenin 

Elementary is scheduled to open in the fall of 2021, and Herbert 

Hoover won't open until fall of 2022. Eyewitness News reported 

new estimates are indeed after reviews and that's leading to the 

delay.  It won't cause a loss in funding, and it's possible that the 

timelines could move back up during the construction process

3/6/19 WV DEP NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection says 

coal dust from an abandoned mine might be what’s blackening a 

stream that runs through Helen.  The Register-Herald reports the 

agency says the discolored water staining the Berry Branch 

stream is coming from a discharge pipe from a Raleigh County 

mine, but the exact cause of the discoloration isn't known yet.  

The agency says biologists are testing the water to determine 

the impact on wildlife. Nearby active mines are in compliance 

and not the cause of the dark water, and it could be that geologic 

changes are causing underground pools of stagnant water to be 

flushed out of abandoned mines.

3/6/19 HIV Cluster NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Heath officials say an active HIV cluster has been confirmed in 

Cabell County.  A statement from the West Virginia Department 

of Public Health says there are 28 known cases, primarily among 

intravenous drug users.  The Herald-Dispatch reported the 

cluster represents a sharp increase from the baseline average of 

eight cases annually over the past five years.  Cabell-Huntington 

Health Department physician director Michael Kilkenny says it is 

the first notable HIV cluster in West Virginia where intravenous 

drug use is identified as the main risk factor. 



3/6/19 AEP Jobs NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

More than 130 jobs are heading to Hurricane after American 

Electric Power builds a transmission service center by the 

Hurricane exit of Interstate 64.  The new facility will be built on 

nine acres for $27 million. The company said it has outgrown its 

North Charleston location, and the location in Hurricane is 

centrally located.  Eyewitness News reported AEP officials hope 

to break ground in April, and the facility is expected to be 

finished in 2020.

3/7/19 American Federation of Teachers NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

With a pay raise bill still in limbo in the state Senate, the 

American Federation of Teachers-West Virginia held a news 

conference to talk about the results of the union’s survey on 

education reform.  The two factors most important in attracting 

and retaining qualified, certified teachers and service personnel 

were affordable health care, 38 percent, and competitive 

salaries, 31 percent.  When asked what changes in the school 

system enable students to reach their maximum potential, 31 

percent said smaller class sizes, and 21 percent said less 

testing. AFT-West Virginia said the survey results on education 

reform are being announced in conjunction with the kickoff of the 

organization’s Fund Our Future campaign

3/7/19 States Marijuana Program NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The West Virginia Senate has passed a bill addressing banking 

services for the state’s medical marijuana program.  The bill now 

goes to the governor.  It would authorize the state to allow 

financial institutions, including credit unions, to bid on contracts 

to process fees and other transactions collected under the 

program. The program is set to launch this summer but had 

stalled over the question of banking services.  Attorney General 

Patrick Morrisey issued an opinion in January that financial 

institutions face risks because medical marijuana is illegal under 

federal law. 

3/7/19 Robocalls NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia’s attorney general is joining with others around the 

country to support federal legislation to help cut down on illegal 

robocalls.  Attorney General Patrick Morrisey said said a 

coalition of 54 state and territory attorneys general sent a letter 

Tuesday to the U.S. Senate in support of legislation that they say 

would allow states, federal regulators and telecom providers to 

try to combat illegal robocalls.  Morrisey’s office said more than 

48 billion robocalls were made in 2018, and the legislation would 

require voice service providers to participate in a call 

authentication framework to try to block unwanted calls



3/7/19 Concealed Weapons Permits NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Legislation to allow people with concealed weapons permits to 

carry guns on West Virginia college campuses died this week in 

the Senate judiciary committee.  The vote kept the measure from 

going to the full Senate. The House of Delegates passed the bill 

last week and several student groups and administrators spoke 

out against it.  The bill would have carved out exemptions 

allowing for universities to ban firearms from stadiums with more 

than 1,000 seats, campus daycare centers and college law 

enforcement buildings. 

3/7/19 Dollar Tree Store Closings NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Dollar Tree is closing up to 390 Family Dollar stores this year 

and rebranding about 200 others under the Dollar Tree name.  

The company has said that it will renovate at least 1,000 stores 

this year.  The company has more than 15,000 stores in 48 

states.

3/8/19 College Tuition Help NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The WV House of Delegates passed a bill this week that would 

help students with their college tuition if they're pursuing a 

degree that satisfies a workforce need. Students would also 

have to apply for any state or federal grants, scholarships and 

aid. And then the West Virginia Invests Fund would pay the 

remainder of the student's tuition bill if the student maintains a 

2.0 GPA and meets other requirements.  The bill heads to the 

Senate where they will address the House changes.

3/8/19 Upper Kanawha Business Assistance Program NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The Kanawha County Commission announced this week a new 

program with financial assistance to new or expanding small 

businesses in the upper Kanawha Valley.  The Upper Kanawha 

Business Assistance Program aims to encourage startups and 

expansion and help the area which has been hard hit by the 

decline of the coal industry, jobs, and population. The program 

will offer forgivable business loans to businesses with 25 

employees or less to help with expenses and working capital 

needs in the manufacturing, commercial, food and beverage, 

and retail sectors.

3/8/19 School Bus Passings Law Changes NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The West Virginia House of Delegates has passed a bill that 

would increase fines for passing a stopped school bus whose 

warning lights are flashing.  The House approved the bill on a 90-

1 vote Thursday. The bill now goes to the governor.  Violators 

would see minimum fines doubled to $500 for a first offense and 

$1,000 for a second offense under the bill. It also carries a 

maximum six-month jail term.  The bill also would double driver's 

license suspensions to 60 days for a first offense and 180 days 

for a second offense.  It also would require exterior cameras on 

the front and back of all county school buses bought after July 1.



03/10/19 Kanawha County Emergency Management Office Newsmaker Sun. - 5:00am 30 minutes Discussion concerning burning laws in WV from 3/1/19 thru 5/31/19

3/11/19 Secondary Roads NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

On the final day of the legislative session Saturday, West 

Virginia lawmakers worked to pass some last minute bills 

including funding for secondary roads.  Senate Bill 522 which 

creates a special road repair fund for secondary roads and it 

passed the Senate with $110 million each year for two years.  In 

the House of Delegates, the money was taken out of the fund 

and then passed.  The bill not only creates a fund for secondary 

roads but also includes a yearly audit be completed and the 

Division of Highways contract out road repairs if they can't 

achieve 70% of it.   Governor Jim Justice is expected to 

announce a plan to help with secondary road repairs this week.

3/11/19 Sports Betting NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Sports betting is temporarily unavailable at Mardi Gras Casino 

and Wheeling Island. Delaware North, the company that owns 

the casinos, says it's having problems with its sports betting 

operations, including the BetLucky app, due to a contract dispute 

with a third party technology supplier. Both the sports book 

locations inside the casinos and the app have been down since 

Wednesday night. The West Virginia Lottery is monitoring the 

situation.

3/11/19 Teachers Pay Increase NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The West Virginia Senate has passed a state budget with money 

earmarked for a potential teacher pay increase.  The 5 percent 

raises were set aside in an unappropriated line item that will be 

addressed in a special session.  There's no exact date for the 

special session yet.  The approved budget includes $10 million 

for a grant program for free community and technical college for 

state students and $12.8 million in additional funds for state four-

year colleges and universities. It also doles out an additional 

$1.5 million for local health departments and $500,000 for dash 

and body cameras for state police.  The budget now heads to the 

governor’s office

3/11/19 Winner’s Circle Adoption Center NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The new Winner’s Circle Adoption Center officially opened over 

the weekend.  The newly constructed center will serve as the 

holding area for Mardi Gras greyhounds that are up for adoption.  

April is “National Adopt a Greyhound Month,” and the center will 

wave all adoption fees next month.



3/12/19 Charleston is Unhappy NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Financial website WalletHub said Charleston isn't feeling too 

happy these days.  the city is ranked near the bottom - 180 out of 

182 cities - in the 2019 Happiest Cities in America study.  The 

survey looked at 31 key indicators of happiness including 

depression rate, income growth rate and average leisure time 

spent per day.  Charleston scored lowest on emotional and 

physical well-being, and also ranked low on the environment 

rank.  Income and employment rank were average.  The 

happiest cities respectively were Plano Texas, Irvine, Calif., and 

Madison, Wisc.

3/12/19 New Transportation Secretary NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Gov. Jim Justice fired state transportation secretary and 

highways commissioner Tom Smith and said he wants “a new 

direction” for the department, including “a return to the core 

mission of maintaining the quality of our secondary roads and 

bridges.” Voters in 2017 passed a referendum for the state to sell 

$1.6 billion in bonds to finance state road repairs and 

construction. In his State of the State address in January, Justice 

proposed steering road bond money meant for major projects 

toward repairing secondary roads.  Justice said he would 

announce his plans Wednesday to accelerate secondary road 

repairs and maintenance. 

3/13/19 Free Skiing NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The West Virginia Ski Areas Association says there will be free 

snowboarding and skiing this Sunday.  Canaan Valley Ski Area 

in Tucker County, Snowshoe Mountain in Pocahontas County 

and Winterplace Ski Resort in Raleigh County will offer a free 

day of skiing and snowboarding on March 17th.  Last week, 

Snowshoe Mountain officials announced they were extending 

the season through March 31. This Sunday will be the last day of 

the season for Canaan Valley, while Winterplace is still 

evaluating conditions to determine a closing date

3/13/19 Needle Exchange Program NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

New statistics from the Cabell-Huntington Health Department are 

showing more syringes are being returned than given out.  That's 

the first time that has happened since March 2018.  In December 

of 2018 the Cabell-Huntington Health Department had giving out 

a little over 16,000 syringes and took back almost 18,000.

3/13/19 Roads to Prosperity NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Governor Justice is shifting his priorities from the “Roads to 

Prosperity,” to fixing the state’s secondary roads.  The state has 

over 900-million-dollars in bond money, and Justice has 

expressed interest in diverting some of that money to improve 

maintenance on local roads.  The Governor is expected to make 

an announcement today



3/14/19 Help with Veterans Transportation NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia is seeking volunteer drivers for a partnership to 

transport disabled veterans to hospital medical appointments.  

State Veterans Assistance Secretary Dennis Davis tells The 

Herald-Dispatch the volunteers are needed at least one day per 

month for the program that resumes July 1.  Davis says on 

average about 500 veterans each day need rides to Veterans 

Affairs medical centers in Beckley, Clarksburg, Huntington and 

Martinsburg.  The state is partnering with the nonprofit group 

Disabled American Veterans to supply drivers.

3/14/19 Make Charleston SHINE NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Community members have a chance to make Charleston shine 

in a citywide cleanup every Saturday in April, according to a 

news release from Charleston Mayor Amy Goodwin’s Office.  

The cleanup will take place 8 a.m. to noon and 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

starting April 6 on the East End.  Meet at the Morris street 

parking lot behind Appalachian Power Park that day.  The 

cleanup moves to Kanawha City and City National Bank on April 

13.  On April 20, it's North Charleston and West Side - meet at 

Capitol Market.  And on April 27, the cleanup will be in South 

Hills - meet at St. Matthews Episcopal Church on Norwood 

Road. The city is partnering with the West Virginia Department of 

Environmental Protection Rehabilitation Action Plan’s Make It 

Shine Program.

3/14/19 WV Road Repairs NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Governor Justice says West Virginia needs to go back to basics 

and improve road conditions.  The governor is putting together 

240-million dollars to fix secondary roads in the state.  He plans 

to purchase new equipment and hire hundreds of temporary 

workers.  Justice also announced the appointment of Byrd White 

as acting Secretary of Transportation.

3/15/19 Toyota and new jobs NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Toyota Motor Corp. announced Thursday it is investing an 

additional $750 million at five U.S. plants that will bring nearly 

600 new jobs.  The latest investments are at facilities in 

Alabama, Kentucky, Missouri, Tennessee and West Virginia.  

Toyota will add 123 jobs and spent $111 million to expand its 

plant and purchase equipment in Buffalo to double the capacity 

of hybrid transaxles.  Toyota said the goal is to better serve 

customers and dealers and position manufacturing plants for 

future success with more domestic capacity



3/15/19 Pipeline Fines NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

A natural gas pipeline construction management company has 

been ordered to pay $3.7 million in back wages and damages to 

safety inspectors for failing to pay overtime wages.  The U.S. 

Labor Department says Team Environmental LLC of Millwood 

was ordered in federal court to pay the amount to 300 safety 

inspectors for violating the Fair Labor Standards Act. The 

statement says the company failed to pay overtime to employees 

who worked more than 40 hours in a week.  Team 

Environmental has conducted inspection services for natural gas 

companies in Appalachia since 2007.

3/15/19 State Budget NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Governor Jim Justice has signed the four-point-six-billion-dollar 

state budget bill for fiscal year 2020.  The governor vetoed four 

line items.  The most significant change involves reducing 

teacher’s retirement savings from over 40-million-dollars to less 

than 37-million-dollars.  Justice said the funding is more than 

what is necessary as certified by the Consolidated Public 

Retirement Board.

3/15/19 Flu Virus NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The flu is not done with us yet.  The percentage of flu-like 

symptoms across the state has increased over the past few 

weeks.  The state Department of Health and Human Resources 

is now classifying the number of flu cases in the state as 

"widespread."

03/17/19 FEMA Newsmaker Sun. - 5:00am 30 minutes

SPOKESPERSON: David Maurstad, CEO for Insurance and Mitigation, 

FEMA Spring flooding is unpredictable, which can put many properties 

outside of the high-risk flood areas at risk. Residents living near Elk 

River in Charleston WV face additional risk of flooding due to high 

precipitation during the spring season. In fact, this past April, flooding 

from heavy rain drove Governor Jim Justice to declare a state of 

emergency for ten counties in the area. If a flooding event were to 

happen today, less than three percent of property owners and renters 

in Charleston would be protected by flood insurance.

03/17/19 US Air Force Newsmaker Sun. - 5:00am 30 minutes US Air Force discuss recuritment.

3/18/19 State Hospice Workers NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

A bill is sitting on Governor Jim Justice's desk that would impact 

the state's hospice workers.  It would establish an 18-member 

group of experts to review the state's current hospice standards 

and look at future needs of hospice care.  It would also put a 

freeze on hospice standards while changes are considered and 

implemented.  Hospice services are available in every county in 

West Virginia with seven hospice houses doing the work.  The 

governor has until March 27th to sign or veto the bill.



3/18/19 da Vinci Surgical System NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Since the da Vinci surgical system was approved for use in 

2000, hospitals around the world have used it for robotic 

surgeries.  No hospital in West Virginia has used it more than 

Cabell Huntington Hospital, which has been accredited as a 

Center of Excellence in Robotic Surgery.  Cabell Huntington has 

three da Vinci machines operated by more than 20 surgeons 

performing robotic surgeries in six different specialties.  Together 

they've done more than 1,000 surgeries.

3/18/19 LGBT anti-discrimination bill NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

U.S. Sen. Joe Manchin is the only Democratic senator who did 

not co-sponsor an LGBT anti-discrimination bill.  The Register-

Herald reports 44 Democratic U.S. senators and the two 

independent senators that caucus with them have signed onto 

Senate bill 788. The bill sponsored by U.S. Sen. Jeff Merkley of 

Oregon would add LGBT protections to the Civil Rights Act of 

1964 and the Fair Housing Act of 1968.  Manchin did not 

sponsor a similar proposal in 2017.  Republican U.S. Senator 

Shelley Moore Capito also did not co-sponsor the bill.  West 

Virginia ACLU Executive Director Joseph Cohen said he was 

"sorely disappointed" that neither of the state's U.S. Senators 

endorsed the proposal.

3/18/19 Forums on Education NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The state Department of Education will host seven forums on 

education reform.  The first event will be held tonight at six 

o’clock at Cabell Midland High School.  Organizers will gather 

information at the forums and put it in a report to Governor 

Justice and lawmakers ahead of a special session on education 

betterment.

3/19/19 Kanawha County Warning Sirens NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Kanawha County officials will set off outdoor warning sirens this 

morning as part of a statewide tornado drill.  You should expect 

to receive a notification through the emergency alert system or 

on the KC Ready app, and sirens will sound throughout the 

county for one minute.  The drill is set for about 10:30 a.m. as 

part of Severe Weather Awareness Week



3/19/19 Job Fair NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Job seekers looking for employment opportunities have a 

chance to hunt for more than 1,000 open positions at a statewide 

job fair this Friday.  Nearly 250 job vendors, including employers 

and job resources, will be available. Registration is not 

necessary but is encouraged via 

www.jobcase.com/wvjobfair.com.  It's scheduled for 11 a.m. to 3 

p.m. Friday, March 22, at the Charleston Coliseum and 

Convention Center.  Employers scheduled to be at the job fair 

include Charleston Area Medical Center, Thomas Health, Toyota 

Motor Manufacturing, Appalachian Power/American Electric 

Power, city of Charleston, Charleston Police Department, 

Kanawha County Sheriff's Office, U.S. Postal Service, and more. 

3/19/19 Earth Day Celebration NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection is 

having an Earth Day celebration next month.  The event is 

scheduled from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. April 23 at the Clay Center in 

Charleston and it's produced by the agency’s Rehabilitation 

Environmental Action Plan Make-It-Shine Program.  Educational 

displays will be available to individuals and school groups. 

Federal, state and local agencies as well as environmental 

groups will be among the exhibitors.  More than 300 students are 

expected to attend. 

3/19/19 Tornado Drill NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

A statewide tornado drill is set for this morning at at 10:30.  

Sirens will sound for one minute throught the county.  It's  part of 

Severe Weather Awareness week.

3/20/19 WV Education System NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The future of West Virginia's education system is taking center 

stage as lawmakers, teachers and parents meet to discuss how 

the state will move forward.  West Virginia Superintendent Dr. 

Steven Paine is part of the forums to gather input ahead of the 

state legislature's special session. The next forum will be held at 

Capital High in Charleston this evening at 6.  Students can also 

get involved in the discussion by filling out a form online

3/20/19 WV Road Repairs NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Governor Jim Justice met with district engineers from all 10 

Division of Highways districts and all DOH county supervisors 

from all 55 counties Tuesday at the West Virginia State Culture 

Center Theater. Those are the people responsible for overseeing 

secondary roads, which have have taken focus after the 

governor fired Tom Smith as secretary of transportation. He has 

since appointed Byrd White as acting secretary. 



3/20/19 emergency assistance program NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Low-income West Virginia residents at risk of having their home 

heating service stopped for lack of payment can apply for an 

emergency assistance program.  The Department of Health and 

Human Resources says it will accept applications for the 

federally funded program from March 25 through March 29, or 

until funds have been exhausted.  You'll have to provide a shut-

off notice when applying. Eligibility for benefits is based on 

income, household size and whether a home heating emergency 

exists.  Apply at the local DHHR office.

3/20/19 Tornado Drill NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The statewide tornado drill did not work as planned in Kanawha 

County.  The sirens were faint in many areas, and only two out of 

three cell phones received the message.  Officials think it was a 

programming glitch, and have ordered a new test next week.

3/20/19 Black Lung Fund is Shrinking NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The fund that supports coal miners suffering from black lung is 

shrinking.  Lawmakers let an automatic tax rate cut on coal take 

effect in January, and that has cut the flow of money into the 

fund.  There might not be enough money in the fund to cover the 

medical costs for about 25-thousand retired coal miners starting 

next year.

3/21/19 Declining Student Enrollment NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

51 counties in West Virginia had declining student enrollment for 

this school year. In Wayne County that has school leaders are 

now looking at consolidation and cuts, possibly affecting two 

elementary schools.  Eyewitness News reported Wayne County 

schools will lose over a million dollars in personnel funding for 

the coming school year.  That combined with a drop in 

enrollment of 270 students has the Wayne County School Board 

wondering if consolidating Genoa and Dunlow Elementary 

Schools is a solution. Both schools have fewer than 100 

students. If it happens, it wouldn't take place during the 2020-

2021 school year.

3/21/19 State Wide drug awareness NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The US Attorney for Southern West Virginia is starting a state-

wide drug awareness program with the goal of keeping students 

off of drugs.  Attorney Mike Stuart says he'll travel to schools 

around West Virginia to talk about the HEAT Program, which 

stands for Heroin Education Action Team.  They'll share 

personal stories about how drugs have impacted students and 

families.



3/21/19 Gas asks for a Rate Increase NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Mountaineer Gas Co. has asked the Public Service Commission 

for a rate increase.  The Gazette-Mail reported the monthly bill 

for an average residential customer would increase by $3.87, 

while average commercial customers would see an increase of 

$12.45, and industrial customers would see an average increase 

of $165.16.  Public Service Commission spokeswoman Susan 

Small says the gas company proposed making the new rates 

effective April 5, but the commission suspended that date for 270 

days based on the number of customers.

3/21/19 Public Education Forum NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The West Virginia Department of Education hosted a third Public 

Education Reform Forum at Capitol High School Wednesday 

night.  More than two-hundred-fifty people attended the event to 

voice their concerns during roundtable discussions.  Five more 

sessions are scheduled across the state.

3/21/19 Sports Betting Problems NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Sports’ betting is still offline at Mardi Gras Casino in Nitro and 

Wheeling Island.  The casinos parent company, Delaware North, 

is in ongoing negotiations with a third-party technology vendor.  

The West Virginia Lottery is monitoring the situation and says 

that wagering at the two locations will not resume in time for the 

early rounds of the NCAA Basketball Tournament.

3/22/19 State Job Openings NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

U.S. Senator Joe Manchin said about 250 employers are looking 

to fill more than 1,000 open positions around the state.  The a 

statewide job fair is happening today in Charleston from 11 a.m. 

to 3 p.m. at the Charleston Coliseum and Convention Center. 

The event is free and open to the public.  

3/22/19 WV Music Hall of Fame NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Performers from a variety of musical genres have been selected 

as 2020 inductees in the West Virginia Music Hall of Fame.  This 

year’s living inductees are Ethel Caffie-Austin, West Virginia’s 

first lady of gospel; Honey and Sonny Davis (The Davis Twins), 

a brother-sister country-rockabilly duo; Larry Groce, a multi-

faceted singer, songwriter and producer; and Mayf Nutter, an 

eclectic singer, songwriter and actor, according to a news 

release from the Hall of Fame. The newest class of Hall of Fame 

members will be inducted during a ceremony April 4 at the 

Culture Center Theater.

3/22/19 Secondary Roads NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Governor Jim Justice says there will soon be an avalanche of 

work on secondary roads in the state, and he’s criticizing 

Senator Joe Manchin for letting the roads fall into disrepair when 

he was governor.  Manchin fired back, calling Justice’s 

comments a shame, and that Justice should do his job and fix 

the problem.



3/22/19 Drug Settlement Reached NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia has reached a 3-point-2-million-dollar settlement with 

two drug manufacturers over the marketing of the prescription blood 

thinner Plavix.  Bristol-Myers Squibb and Sanofi-Aventis are accused of 

deception by marketing the drug as superior to aspirin with a much 

higher price

3/22/19 Shrinking Population NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Four of the top five metro areas with shrinking populations are in 

West Virginia.  USA Today published an article on 25 cities I the 

U.S. that are losing more residents than gaining.  Wheeling, 

Charleston, Beckley, and Weirton were in the top five.  The 

Charleston metro area was third on the list with a 5.5 percent 

loss in population.

03/24/19 FEMA Newsmaker Sun. - 5:00am 30 minutes

SPOKESPERSON: David Maurstad, CEO for Insurance and Mitigation, 

FEMA Spring flooding is unpredictable, which can put many properties 

outside of the high-risk flood areas at risk. Residents living near Elk 

River in Charleston WV face additional risk of flooding due to high 

precipitation during the spring season. In fact, this past April, flooding 

from heavy rain drove Governor Jim Justice to declare a state of 

emergency for ten counties in the area. If a flooding event were to 

happen today, less than three percent of property owners and renters 

in Charleston would be protected by flood insurance.

3/24/2019 WV Alzheimer's Association Newsmaker Sun. - 5:00am 30 minutes

With Family Services Coordinator, J.T. Hunter, we discussed upcoming 

events and workshops that those suffering from Alzheimer's, their 

family members, or care partners can be apart of to learn more about 

battling this disease. J.T. also discussed the importance of a strong 

social support network for anyone associated with Alzheimer's 

disease. This is the first episode of a five part series on care partners.

3/25/19 Public Assistance Program NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The Kanawha County School District will receive more than one-

million-dollars through the Federal Emergency Management 

Agency's Public Assistance program. The funding is for 

temporary classrooms that were purchased after the 2016 flood. 

The flooding damaged Herbert Hoover High School, and parents 

and officials are concerned about the pace of work to build a 

replacement for the school.

3/25/19 Secondary Roads NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Ten West Virginia Division of Highway districts have compiled a 

list of suggested secondary road work across the state. They 

submitted the list to Governor Justice on Friday. The Governor's 

office says officials will work through the weekend to establish 

which roads will be a top priority. Melody Lane and Roseland 

Drive were submitted by Kanawha County officials.



3/25/19 Fight Opioid Addiction NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia will receive $14.6 million in federal funds to fight 

opioid addiction.  U.S. Sens. Joe Manchin and Shelley Moore 

Capito announced the funding from the U.S. Department of 

Health and Human Services.  The grant funding is used by 

states to increase access to opioid prevention, treatment and 

recovery services.  West Virginia has by far the highest death 

rate from drug overdoses in the nation.

3/25/19 Education Public Forum NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The West Virginia Department of Education will hold another 

public forum tonight in Parkersburg.  It is the fifth of eight 

educational reform sessions being held across the state.  

Lawmakers and education leaders are trying to better 

understand what needs to be done in public education before a 

special session later this year.

3/26/19 Roads to Prosperity NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

After an order by West Virginia Gov. Jim Justice, the state 

Department of Transportation said the Division of Highways has 

compiled and submitted a list of roads that need maintenance 

work in a list of proposals that stacks 21 inches tall.  The DOT 

said in a Facebook post Friday that the list submitted by the 10 

highways districts include roads in need of maintenance work, 

ranging from ditching to paving to stabilization and more.  The 

DOT said highways officials will work over the week to prioritize 

the roads of greatest concern as part of their overall submission 

to the governor.

3/26/19 Schools Ralley NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Parents, students and lawmakers joined together at the state 

Capitol Sunday for a rally for Herbert Hoover High School and 

Clendenin Elementary School. They were asking for progress 

after floods destroyed the schools in June 2016.  The new 

schools have yet to break ground and kids are still going to 

school in portables.  Most of the rooms don't have lockers and 

some students have to be bused to extra curricular activities.  

Administrators are waiting on environmental studies, and 

estimates show the elementary school should be finished in 

2021 and the high school's completion date is likely in 2022.  

3/26/19 DUI Checkpoint NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Charleston Police Department and the Commission on Drunk 

Driving have a DUI checkpoint coming up this week and they 

want you to know about it ahead of time.  The high visibility DUI 

sobriety and child safety seat checkpoint will happen tomorrow 

(Wednesday, March 27) on MacCorkle Avenue near Chesterfield 

Avenue.  The checkpoint will last from 5 p.m. to midnight.



3/26/19 mining and reclamation regulations NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

West Virginia University and the West Virginia Mine Drainage 

Task Force are presenting a symposium this week on mining 

and reclamation regulations and practices. The event is today 

and Wednesday at the Morgantown Marriott at Waterfront Place.  

The program will be presented by university representatives and 

other mining and reclamation experts.  Soil science professor 

Jeff Skousen says researchers present findings at the annual 

meeting, and industry representatives share techniques they 

apply at their mine sites and results.  The university said it 

expects about 250 people to attend from neighboring countries 

and across the U.S.

3/27/19 Jobs NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

More jobs are coming.  Sheetz said it plans to hire more than 

200 employees in West Virginia as it increases its workforce at 

several of its 589 locations in Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, 

Ohio, West Virginia and North Carolina.  Open interviews for full-

time and part-time positions are happening today from 8 a.m. to 

8 p.m.  Sheetz has several area locations including 

Barboursville, Milton, Hurricane, Teays Valley, Nitro, Cross 

Lanes and South Charleston.

3/27/19 More Jobs NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The Appalachian Food Enterprise Initiative is a program in 

Charleston that will create jobs for people in recovery, and fight 

hunger at the same time.  The Department of Health and Human 

Services is awarding $800,000 to the nonprofit Kanawha 

Institute for Social Research and Action to help establish a food 

hub that will support locally grown foods, promote health, and 

create jobs.  The new Appalachian Food Enterprise initiative is a 

team effort between Pollen8 Inc. and the Kanawha Institute for 

Social Research and Action and will create over 40 jobs.

3/27/19 Cybersecurity Techniques NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

A West Virginia University professor has won a $500,000 grant 

to work on cybersecurity techniques.  The college announced 

that Yanfang Ye has won the CAREER award from the National 

Science Foundation.  Ye is an assistant professor of computer 

science and electrical engineering at WVU. Her plan is to design 

a way to better analyze cybercrime so it’s easier to spot illegal 

behavior and piece together online criminal networks.  Her grant 

will be doled out over the next five years. The college says Ye’s 

work has won numerous awards and brought in nearly $3 million 

in federal research funding in the past two years.

3/27/19 College Tuition Help NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

You will soon be able to attend community and technical 

colleges for free.  Governor Justice signed a bill on Monday 

authorizing tuition grants to West Virginia residents who are at 

least 18-years-old and have complete a secondary program.  

The measure goes into effect June 5.



3/28/19 Hoover High Project NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

The new Herbert Hoover High School is not projected to open 

until fall 2022, but Kanawha County Schools posted a video and 

rendering of the new school on its website. The new facility will 

replace the high school that was destroyed by a flood in June 

2016. Herbert Hoover students have been attending classes 

since then in portables near Elkview Middle School. The school 

system is in the acquisition stage for property owned by a church 

in the Givens Fork area, and they're waiting on environmental 

assessments from the Federal Emergency Management Agency 

to move forward with the land purchase. 

3/28/19 Putnam County Education Needs NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

State senators and delegates were in Putnam County this week 

to hear from community members and teachers about issues 

impacting education. This was the third meeting in a series of ten 

across the state, and several of the comments cenetered on 

meeting students' basic needs at school like food and supplies. 

Others called for more involvement by parents in the school 

system

3/28/19 Signed Marijuana Bill NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Governor Justice signed one medical marijuana bill and vetoed 

another on Tuesday.  Justice signed the medical marijuana 

banking bill that allows third party institutions to bid to provide 

banking services for cannabis businesses.  He vetoed a bill that 

would’ve allowed vertical integration in the medical marijuana 

program

3/29/19 Food Changes at Yeager Airport NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Food service operations at Yeager Airport will change hands.  

Dottie and the Big Tator is closing up shop and the Gazette-Mail 

reports the Moon Burger and Moondragon stir fry will open up.  

Tudor’s Biscuit World/Gino’s Pizzeria and Pub has served as the 

airport’s food and beverage concessionaire and gift shop 

operator for the past 19 years, and they've been outbid and 

replaced.  A new agreement is going into effect with New Jersey-

based Faber, Coe & Gregg and they'll operate a company brand 

Java Moon Cafe in the Tudor’s site, and a Charleston Junction 

coffee shop/snack bar/tavern/gift shop in the airport’s secure 

area. 

3/29/19 Stream Coal Tax Changes NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Gov. Jim Justice has approved a bill to reduce taxes on West 

Virginia steam coal.  The new law will incrementally lower the 

severance tax from 5 percent to 4 percent on July 1 and then to 

3 percent on July 1, 2020.  Supporters say the bill will make 

West Virginia coal more competitive and potentially boost hirings 

at mines. But opponents have argued that it would reduce state 

coffers by $60 million and hurt county tax collections.  Steam 

coal is used primarily for electric power generation



3/29/19 Walnuts NEWS AM DRIVE N/A

Researchers at Marshall University suggest eating walnuts could 

suppress the growth of breast cancer.  A team of researchers at 

the Department of Biomedical Sciences say that consuming two-

ounces of walnuts a day for about two weeks had a significant 

effect on reducing tumor growth.

3/31/2019 WV Alzheimer's Association NEWSMAKER Sun.- 10:30am 30 Minutes

With Family Services Coordinator, J.T. Hunter, we discussed upcoming 

events and workshops that those suffering from Alzheimer's, their 

family members, or care partners can be apart of to learn more about 

battling this disease. J.T. also discussed the importance of a strong 

social support network for anyone associated with Alzheimer's 

disease. This is the first episode of a five part series on care partners.


