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Programs & Issues for the third quarter of 2021 July, August, September 
It has been determined the following subjects are of concern to the community and have been 

considered and addressed substantially by elected officials, community leaders, expert 

witnesses and the general public.

1. Housing, affordable housing and homelessness

2. Environment, water and energy

3. Schools, youth and education

4. Economic recovery

5. Police, fire and emergency services

Additionally, the following programs were produced and broadcast in the public interest:

KDRW PROGRAMS/ISSUES LIST – 3rd QUARTER 2021 JULY – AUG – SEPT  

ISSUE DESCRIPTION OF PROGRAM DATE/TIME DURATION

Police and public safety                                                                                                                    
San Jose, California could become the first city in the U.S. to require gun owners to carry 
liability insurance The idea is to get them to compensate the city for the costs of gun violence 
including police, ambulance and medical care expenses.                                                                  
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Thursday, July 1, 2021 (07:00)

Environment, public health and safety                                                                             
Another heat wave is sweeping through California this week. Some regions could see record-
breaking temperatures. KCRW talks about impact of heat on the body and how to reinforce 
community spaces to combat the high temperatures.                                                                                
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Wednesday, July 7, 2021 (09:00)

Environment, public health and safety                                                                                           
With a severe drought and extreme temperatures, farmland looks drastically different across 
California right now, as explained by a third-generation farmer and owner in Tule Lake who 
grows garlic, onions, grains, and other crops.                                                                                      
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Wednesday, July 7, 2021 (06:00)

Public health and safety                                                                                                           
Covid-19 rates are slowly ticking back up in Southern California. LA County says the average 
daily case rate and test positivity rate have doubled in the past week, partly due to the highly 
contagious Delta variant.                                                                                                                           
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Friday, July 9, 2021 (35:00)

Emergency preparedness                                                                                                                   
A California Wildfire Special produced in conjunction with KQED, San Francisco.                                
Aired Friday, July 16, 2021 (45:00)

Public health and safety                                                                                                    
Breakthrough Covid-19 infections, when fully inoculated people get the virus, were expected 
following the rollout of vaccines. The Surgeon General said if you do have a breakthrough 
infection, it's likely to be either asymptomatic or mild.                                                                       
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Tuesday, July 20, 2021 (9:00)



Emergency preparedness                                                                                                   About 
80 wildfires are currently burning in western states, and smoke is traveling 3000 miles east, 
giving New York City some of the world’s worst air quality, where officials issued an alert for 
residents with underlying health conditions.                                                                                
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Wednesday, July 21, 2021 (8:00)

Environment, police and public safety, public health                                                                                        
As the West Coast drought worsens, water is becoming a scarce and valuable resource, 
especially for thieves running illegal marijuana farms stealing water by tapping into fire hydrants, 
backing water pumps into lakes and rivers.                                                              Press Play 
with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Wednesday, July 21, 2021 (7:00)

Public health and safety                                                                                                                 
The University of California system is requiring students and teachers to be vaccinated before 
the fall semester starts. Pasadena will be the first Southern California city to require its city 
employees to get vaccinated against Covid.                                                                                      
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Wednesday, July 21, 2021 (8:00)

Public health and safety                                                                                                            
Steve Scalise, the second highest ranking Republican in the house, got vaccinated against 
Covid on Sunday. Meanwhile, LA has had a 20-fold increase in new cases in just a month — to 
2,500 on Wednesday.                                                                                         
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Thursday, July 22, 2021 (8:00)

Environment and energy, emergency preparedness                                                            
Electric utility company PG&E says it will bury 10,000 miles worth of their lines underground, 
about 10 percent of their total lines, to help prevent wildfire. The project is expected to cost 
between $15 and $30 billion.                                                                                                     
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Thursday, July 22, 2021 (12:00)

Environment and emergency preparedness                                                                      
Could beaver be key to preventing wildfires?  When ecologists wanted to restore dry grassland, 
conservationists turned to the buck-toothed, oversized rodents who finished clearing the land 
under budget and ahead of schedule.                                                                                                
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Thursday, July 22, 2021 (9:00)

Environment, transportation, public health and safety                                                                                      
California is aggressively pushing to get more people into electric cars and planning to ban the 
sale of new gas-powered vehicles by 2035 but the electric car revolution could still come at a 
big cost to the environment.                                                                                                           
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Friday, July 23, 2021 (9:00)

Public health and safety, education                                                                                   
Lost jobs, reduced hours, juggling working from home with virtual learning, and anxiety about 
sending kids back to the classroom: moms are in crisis right now. Can the pandemic change 
how society values motherhood on a policy-level?                                                                                      
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Friday, Aug. 13, 2021 (33:00)

Economic recovery                                                                                                          
The average retirement account balance has hit an all time high, up a little more than 20 percent 
compared to the same time last year, according to experts. On the flip side, millions of 
Americans are still out of work and taking on more debt.                                                                        
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Wednesday, Aug. 25, 2021 (10:00)

Public health and safety, education                                                                              
In Los Angeles Unified School District, with around half a million teachers, staff and students, 
around 6,500 students have either tested positive or are in quarantine because of a possible 
exposure: about 1.5 percent of students.                                                                                            
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Friday, Aug. 27, 2021 (35:00)



Environment, emergency preparedness                                                                               
The Caldor Fire has spared South Lake Tahoe, but more than 53,000 residents have evacuated 
amid the uncertainty as the wildfire has burned more than 200,00 acres in the Sierra Nevada 
mountains.                                                                                                                                               
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Thursday, Sept. 2, 2021 (9:00)

Environment, emergency preparedness                                                              Amid 
wildfires, experts say it is expensive to ignore climate change. Natural disasters are devastating 
the U.S. right now. Infrastructure plays a huge part in how a region can weather a disaster and 
how fast life can resume.                                                                                              Press Play 
with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Thursday, Sept. 2, 2021 (9:00)

Police, public health and safety                                                                                     
The suicide deaths of four police officers who defended the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6 has put a 
spotlight on the problem of police suicide. Research shows more police officers die by suicide 
than in the line of duty, and the rate is going up.                                                                                
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Thursday, Sept. 9, 2021 (12:00) 

Environment, emergency preparedness                                                                                     
Fires are raging in Kings Canyon and Sequoia. Dry lightning ignited the KNP Complex Fire late 
last week, uncontained, it’s now threatening iconic sequoia trees, including one thought to be 
the largest tree in the world.                                                                                                         
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Wednesday, Sept. 15, 2021 (15:00)

Public health and safety                                                                                                    
LA County will soon require proof of vaccination or a recent negative Covid-19 test at bars, 
wineries, breweries, nightclubs, and lounges. Health Director Barbara Ferrer said the official 
order will go into effect in early October.                                                                                                 
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Thursday, Sept. 16, 2021 (9:00)

Public health and safety                                                                                     
Ivermectin is a drug primarily used to treat parasites, especially in livestock. Some prominent 
figures have been touting it as the pandemic’s next miracle drug, like podcaster Joe Rogan, who 
recently tested positive.                                                                                                                
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Thursday, Sept. 16, 2021 (9:00)

Education, immigration                                                                                     California 
is expected to take more resettled Afghan refugees than any other state. Many will likely head to 
the Sacramento area. Local schools are preparing for an influx of new students, including Elk 
Grove Unified School District.                                                                                       Press Play 
with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Thursday, Sept. 23, 2021 (9:00)

Public health and safety                                                                                     A 
California bill would make it illegal to remove a condom during sex without your partner’s 
consent. If Governor Gavin Newsom signs it, California would become the first state in the 
nation to outlaw this practice, which is called “stealthing.”                                                           
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Thursday, Sept. 23, 2021 (8:00)

Public health and safety                                                                                     
Nearly six million people in the U.S. have Alzheimer’s disease, robbing those afflicted with it of 
their memory, and placing tremendous strain on their caretakers. Ronald Reagan’s daughter 
Patti Davis chronicles his final years.                                                    Press Play with Madeleine 
Brand -- Aired Friday, Sept. 24, 2021 (34:00)


