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ISSUES OF CONCERN TO CHICAGO
ADDRESSED IN RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING IN THE

THIRD QUARTER 2017

1. Business and Job Development: Creating an economic climate that supports 
small business and entrepreneurs.  Provide assistance to develop new businesses 
and jobs in distressed economic areas.  

2. Crime and Violence: Support of community policing efforts in Chicago, efforts to 
reduce gang activity and the spread of gangs into the suburbs, ensuring that the 
police department operates legally and with respect the communities it serves.

3. Neighborhood and Suburban Development: Efforts within the City of 
Chicago to promote neighborhood cohesion, economic opportunities and housing.
Infrastructure concerns.

4. Civil Rights: Enforcing legal rights and developing respect for different races and 
ethnic groups as well as religious differences; gay and lesbian issues; immigration 
issues.

 
6. Health Care: Providing adequate facilities for health care, particularly indigent 

care; providing affordable health care and access to services.

7. Voter Information: Helping voters make personal election decisions by giving 
insights into those that are running for offices in upcoming elections.

 
8. School Reform and Education: Efforts to improve student performance and 

achievement, making sure teachers are performing well in the classroom and 
general educational issues in Chicago and suburbs.
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WBBM NEWSRADIO 780  
PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS COMMUNITY ISSUES

1. At Issue: (Sundays, 9:30am and 9:30pm   Duration:  30:00)
Locally produced interview show featuring top newsmakers discussing state and
community issues.

2. Made in Chicago: (Mondays, 6:51am, 10:52am, 4:51pm, Saturday, 2:55am, 
6:55am, 3:55pm, 7:55pm, Duration 1:00) In-house produced feature spotlighting 
manufacturing and service companies in Chicago and its suburbs.   Topics are 
chosen based on the worldwide reputation of the goods made or the unique stories 
of the entrepreneurs that founded the companies.

3. Bloomberg Small Business Report: (Tuesday & Thursday, 10:52am, 1:52pm, 
4:51pm; Saturday, 7:55am, and 10:55am; and Sunday, 8:25am, 2:25pm, 4:25pm 
and 7:25pm. Duration 1:00) Produced by Bloomberg, this feature focuses on 
issues affecting small business and entrepreneurs.

4. Raising Kids Today: (Saturday, 10:20a, 4:20p, Sunday, 4:20pm, 8:21pm.  
Duration 1:30) CBS Radio Network feature produced in cooperation with Parents 
Magazine offering advice on raising children and information about child 
development.

5. Report on Religion:   (Sunday, 12:41p, 5:20p, 7:41p.   Duration 2:00)
CBS Radio Network feature focusing on news from various religious faiths and 
denominations and discussing faith-inspired viewpoints on current issues.

6. Face the Nation  (Sundays, 11:30am and 11:30pm.  Duration 30:00) Weekly 
interview program produced by CBS News that discusses top issues of the day 
from a national perspective with people who are making news on those issues.
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I. BUSINESS AND JOB DEVELOPMENT 

At Issue
December 31st, 2017
Guests: Mary Dixon, News Anchor WXRT  

 Mark Grote, Sports Broadcaster WSCR
10 minutes out of 30 minute program   

  Taking a look back at 2017, host Craig Dellimore talked about President Trump 
and his relationship to Chicago. He said the President highlighted Chicago violence 
several times to the irritation of Mayor Rahm Emanuel. Dixon said it was a weird year in 
politics. She said the first year of any Presidential administration has some changes, but 
not on the level of the Trump administration. She said the White House has had an 
impact on Chicago violence with threats to take away federal safety dollars because of 
the city's status as a safe haven for undocumented immigrants. Dixon pointed out that 
Mayor Emanuel has lost two schools chiefs over ethics troubles and it appears he intends 
to run again. She said he appears to be trying to change the narrative by engaging the 
President with back and forth barbs. Grote asked whether the Mayor can win re-election. 
Dellimore said the murder rate is dropping, shootings in Englewood are down, but the 
perception remains that Chicago is a dangerous city. Dellimore said despite the Mayor's 
gains, he continues to also take hits from bad headlines. Dixon said it is still a long way 
to the election so it's hard to tell especially when a strong opponent hasn't emerged yet. 
She said the one people are watching is former Police Supt. Gary McCarthy who was 
fired by the Mayor. She said he would have the police union backing. Dellimore said one 
of the bigger business stories of 2017 was the purchase of CBS Radio by Entercom. He 
said another big story was sexual misconduct accusations against multiple public figures.  
Dixon said this was a major movement for women which started with the comment heard 
on an open mic by then candidate Trump. She said she never thought she would see the 
day would come. Grote said he believes the change started with the criminal charges 
against actor Bill Cosby. He said that was a big "no more" moment.  Dellimore said he 
hopes there isn't a set back to the movement. Back to politics, Dellimore said it was a 
better year for Illinois Governor Bruce Rauner who signed some significant bills 
including an sanctuary state measure protecting undocumented immigrants and another 
that funded abortions. Dixon said he got a lot of blow back from conservatives. She said 
he also refused to sign off on some funding bills that improved the spending plan that 
took three years to approve. She questioned the logic however about claiming House 
Speaker Mike Madigan was the person in charge of the state, not him. Dellimore called it 
an interesting year in sports.  He said the Bears had the year of the quarterback. Grote 
said the Bears had the season everyone expected. He said quarterback Mitch Tribisky is 
still learning and this is probably the last year for head coach John Fox. Grote said Fox is 
not the right person for the Bears. He also said the Bulls are making headlines because 
they are playing very well with a bunch of no names.   He said they are still in the process 
of rebuilding.  
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II. CRIME AND VIOLENCE

At Issue
October 1, 2017
Guest: Jack Franks, McHenry County Board Chairman     
10 minutes out of 30 minute program

            Franks is a Democrat in a largely Republican area. He is not a typical Democrat. 
He was one of the first to openly criticize then Governor Rod Blagojevich, voted against 
the Michael Madigan backed millionaire’s tax, and now he is pushing to end pensions for 
countywide officials. Franks was asked about immigration activists accusing the county 
of not following the new trust act, which says undocumented immigrants should not be 
held and turned over to the feds if there’s no immigration warrant. Franks said he doesn’t 
know all the facts yet, but that McHenry County has a federal contract with Homeland 
Security. He said the county jail houses about 250 detainees from ICE (Immigrations and 
Customs Enforcement). He said if someone is picked up on a warrant and they also have 
an ICE hold, that’s where the problem comes in, unique to McHenry County. But he said 
his understanding under the act, is anyone arrested for a crime and they post bond, they 
must release them. 

At Issue
October 8, 2017
Guest: Andy Shaw, President and CEO Better Government Association   
18 minutes out of 30 minute program  12 min education

            Shaw heads a group dedicated to Government Reform. He began by talking about 
changes at the top of Chicago’s police accountability agency. He said police reform will 
be a big issue in the next mayoral race. He said under the old system police generally 
were not held accountable. A new “COPA” agency has more money, power and staffing, 
but they lost their top two people at the start. He also said regular civilians are not a part 
of the civilian office of police accountability, because there has been no agreement on 
how this part of the reform will work. He said it appears that’s the fault of community 
organizers who perhaps have not been serious about getting the committee going. Shaw 
talked about a recent report about an abuse of overtime by police officers. He said the 
city is spending more than $300 million a year on overtime, in part due to a shortage of 
officers. He also said some appears to come from “Chicago style corruption.” He said 
there is a systemic problem of oversight and accountability along with abuse of officers. 
He said they police the streets, but not themselves. And Shaw said the homicide clearance 
rate is only 5 percent, meaning 95 percent get away with murder due to an antiquated 
system of dealing with crime. He said in New York, a gun used in crime immediately 
undergoes fingerprint and DNA analysis, while in Chicago such analysis takes up to two 
years.  
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At Issue
October 22, 2017
Guests: Dr. Kristen Donaldson, Loyola Medical Center Emergency Medicine

 Rev. Michael Hayes, Chaplain at Loyola Medical Center   
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

            Loyola Medical Center hosted a retreat for mothers of gun violence victims. 
There were prayers, group discussions, gifts and comfort. Last year the doctors, medical 
staff and spiritual workers saw Loyola’s Level 1 trauma center treat 261 patients with 
firearms injuries. This year they’re on track to exceed 300 such victims. Donaldson said 
they know this is more than a physical issue, but a public health issue. She said the 
physical, mental and social issues that lead to such injuries. Hayes said when he first 
arrived at Loyola he discovered just how bad the situation was, so he decided to become 
an advocate against gun violence. Donaldson said medical facilities deal with physical 
treatment, but sometimes they need to address the other issues and do research to 
understand what causes the issue, understand what things work to remediate the issues, 
and then implement those ideas. She said there is not much research due to funding, so 
there are few programs evidence based proven. She said there have been laws causing a 
moratorium on funding for about 20 years, for any research where the results may 
advocate for gun control. She mentioned most suicides are committed with guns, and she 
said we know very little about how to prevent death from violence. Hayes said the 
hospital is collaborating with local ministers to provide ongoing support for those 
discharged. He said they’re also providing care for families of those killed by gun 
violence. Donaldson said if there’s one thing that could make a difference for families 
and the community, it’s going after the norm that violence is okay.   

At Issue
November 19, 2017
Guest: Julie Porter, Illinois Legislative Inspector General
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

            After accusations of sexual harassment against a sitting Illinois State Senator, the 
legislative ethics commission named a temporary Inspector General. This happened after 
the position had been left vacant for more than two years. But it became public that a 
number of accusations had gone without investigation, perhaps causing embarrassment 
for legislative leaders. Porter said her responsibility is to listen to complaints by people 
who have concerns about conduct by members of the General Assembly. She is to be fair 
and impartial, faithfully apply the law, and decide if the complaints are appropriate to 
review, and if so, fully investigate. She said the position is involved in more than just 
allegation of sexual harassment. She said the statute talks about dealing with fraud, abuse, 
malfeasance and any misconduct. Porter could not talk about any particular case. She said 
those with a complaint or information can log onto the legislative ethics commission web 
site to either find her number or use the form to file.      
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III.      NEIGHBORHOOD AND SUBURBAN DEVELOPMENT

At Issue
October 1, 2017
Guest: Jack Franks, McHenry County Board Chairman     
20 minutes out of 30 minute program

            Franks is a Democrat in a largely Republican area. He is not a typical Democrat. 
He was one of the first to openly criticize then Governor Rod Blagojevich, voted against 
the Michael Madigan backed millionaire’s tax, and now he is pushing to end pensions for 
countywide officials. Franks previously worked in the General Assembly. Franks said in 
Springfield and sometimes in the local level, there is blind allegiance to money and 
powerful interests, and with a polarized electorate, folks “in the middle” are becoming 
endangered. He said many representatives are leaving Springfield because they’re fed up. 
He said there is so much polarization, if a politician doesn’t do what the party leaders 
want, they won’t support you. Franks said he doubts other states are as dysfunctional as 
Illinois. He said about 25 percent of the state budget goes for paying pensions. He said 
for the average state that number is six percent. He said there is an exodus of people aged 
25 and 44, those he said who have families, create jobs, are entrepreneurial and pay taxes. 
He blames the high tax burden, and the dysfunctional government. He called it a freak 
show. He said that’s why he became county board chairman. He said he wanted to prove 
government could work again for the citizens, and partisan politics could be put aside. He 
said it has been a rough road, but there have been some accomplishments. He said seven 
board members always vote against him no matter how they feel about an idea. He said 
McHenry, for about 325,000 residents, has 24 board members. He said that gives them 
too much anonymity, so he wants to cut down the number of board members. He also 
believes in consolidation. He said consolidating water districts would save hundreds of 
thousands of dollars, but he had to go to court to sue the sanitary district, because they 
tried to buy land miles away from their service area to help with a loophole in the law and 
avoid any discussion. He said it was all about self-preservation and they were willing to 
spend millions to remain intact. He said he plans to hold a board vote in mid-October to 
eliminate all elected countywide officials from accruing any additional pension benefit. 
He said it would save millions of dollars. He said McHenry County has the highest 
property taxes in the country, and they’ve lost population five of the last seven years 
because of it. Franks said the board this month will vote on a new budget reducing 
property taxes by more than 10 percent. He said he found savings, without cutting any 
services. He found surpluses to trim and restructured some debt. Franks did say he is 
considering a run for Illinois Attorney General, but has not decided. Franks talked about 
two big disasters that hit McHenry County. There was a big explosion in Marengo, with 
51 homes seriously damaged. And a few weeks later there was a massive flood, which 
took weeks to fully subside. He said their local responders did a great job and the State of 
Illinois did everything the county asked. He said they have now recovered.  
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At Issue
October 15, 2017
Guests: Anton Seals, Jr., Community Activist with South Side Works
  Tonya Love Trice, Exec. Dir. South Shore Chamber, Inc.
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

            This program focused on the Barack Obama President Library planned for 
Jackson Park and the revitalization of Chicago’s South Side. There is a coalition pushing 
for a signed agreement guaranteeing jobs and other benefits to the communities around 
Obama Center development, although the Obama foundation has resisted such demands. 
Seals said there is excitement about the potential library game changer, but he said there 
is cautiousness based on how the city typically works. He said there’s concern about how 
the park space will be impacted along with the resources needed to make infrastructure 
changes. He said residents of South Shore, Woodlawn, and Grand Crossing are 
concerned this project may enrich those already in positions of strength. They want to see   
wealth building across the south side neighborhoods. Trice said the business community 
looks forward to the center, with hope there’s a level of tourism that will trickle down to 
the local businesses. She said her group is working to be sure local businesses are ready 
for the opportunity, and working to train and attract new businesses to the area. Trice said  
the South Side has suffered inequities for many years. She said  from 47th Street to 95th 
Street east of the Dan Ryan Expressway, more than $1 billion leaves the community 
annually because they don’t have the services and suppliers in the community. She said 
they’re hoping this capital project will bring those resources back to the community. She 
said the goal is to have diverse developers enter the community without displacing the 
current residents. Seals said the African American community there is diverse, with those 
on housing subsidies and youth struggling to stay safe, to those living in mini-mansions. 
He wants to make sure there’s a place for everyone in the community. Trice said it is 
important there are job opportunities for locals, or there’s no benefit for current residents. 
Both Seals and Trice also talked about possible development of the Michael Reese 
property and the site of the old U-S Steel-South Works site. They repeated the need to 
benefit those currently in the neighborhood. Trice said the South Shore Chamber is 
putting together a plan to revitalize parts of 71st street through “Renew 71.” She said by 
developing and investing in communities, the crime rate would diminish.   
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IV. CIVIL RIGHTS

At Issue
December 17th, 2017
Guests: Colleen Connell, Executive Director of the Illinois ACLU  

 David Applegate, Partner with William, Montgomery and John law firm.    
30 minutes of a 30 minute program   

Expert lawyers who were on an At Issue a year ago after Donald Trump was 
elected President return to take a look at his first year in office. David Applegate is an 
expert on civil rights. He said President Trump is starting from a low base of knowledge 
but appears to be a quick learner. Colleen Connell said the President is a threat to 
democracy with his attacks on other government agencies and lack of knowledge about 
the constitution. President Trump's travel ban on people from certain Muslim countries 
has been argued in the court. Applegate said the system is working as it should. He said 
the President is also moving Congress back into its role and has shown respect for the 
judiciary. Connell said the ACLU has filed 56 lawsuits in the 11 months of the Trump 
Administration including suits regarding the travel ban, which she said shows that the 
President doesn't care or understand legal limits. She said luckily the guardrails are in 
place to stop or reroute bad laws. Applegate said the way President Trump communicates 
isn't perfect. He believes the President's twitter account should be shut off. He said there 
needs to be a filter between what the President personally thinks and any official 
statements. Connell said when the President speaks everyone listens even if he is only 
taking to his base. She said his administration says his tweets are the official 
communication of the President. She said he does not value the rights that are spelled out 
in the Constitution. Applegate said supporters take him seriously and not literally, but his 
detractors take him literally and not seriously. He said no matter what the White House 
says, the President's tweets are not policy. He said there is a system in place to form and 
approve policy that involves Congress. Connell said expressed concerned about what's 
happening on the state level. She quoted a late Supreme Court Justice that the states are 
the laboratory of democracy and are being forced to defend themselves over civil rights 
issues. Applegate called that a healthy exercise. He said the Trump Administration is 
returning some breathing room to states. He said for decades the federal government has 
been expanding and that now is changing. He said control is returning to the state and 
local levels. Connell said there are positive things going on in some states. She said states 
like Illinois have used the state legislative process to push issues like expanded Medicaid-
funded abortions and the right of transgender people to make changes to their driver’s 
licenses. She said in other states that aren't as progressive, civil rights protections are in 
jeopardy. Applegate said there are guaranteed protections under the Constitution for 
states and is disappointed that Connell is making this an issue. He said he agrees that the 
federal government should step in by evening out laws that violate civil rights, even when 
it’s a state issue. He said there is a distinction between public policy choices and 
Constitutional protections.  Connell said she agrees, but is troubled by the Trump 
Administration’s attacks on fundamental protections and believes he marginalizes people 
who don't agree with him. Applegate said an improved economy will help close divisions 
the Trump election has created.  
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At Issue
December 31st, 2017
Guests: Mary Dixon, News Anchor WXRT  

 Mark Grote, Sports Broadcaster WSCR
15 minutes out of 30 minute program   

  Taking a look back at 2017, host Craig Dellimore talked about President Trump 
and his relationship to Chicago. He said the President highlighted Chicago violence 
several times to the irritation of Mayor Rahm Emanuel. Dixon said it was a weird year in 
politics. She said the first year of any Presidential administration has some changes, but 
not on the level of the Trump administration. She said the White House has had an 
impact on Chicago violence with threats to take away federal safety dollars because of 
the city's status as a safe haven for undocumented immigrants. Dixon pointed out that 
Mayor Emanuel has lost two schools chiefs over ethics troubles and it appears he intends 
to run again. She said he appears to be trying to change the narrative by engaging the 
President with back and forth barbs. Grote asked whether the Mayor can win re-election. 
Dellimore said the murder rate is dropping, shootings in Englewood are down, but the 
perception remains that Chicago is a dangerous city. Dellimore said despite the Mayor's 
gains, he continues to also take hits from bad headlines. Dixon said it is still a long way 
to the election so it's hard to tell especially when an strong opponent hasn't emerged yet. 
She said the one people are watching is former Police Supt. Gary McCarthy who was 
fired by the Mayor. She said he would have the police union backing. Dellimore said one 
of the bigger business stories of 2017 was the purchase of CBS Radio by Entercom. He 
said another big story was sexual misconduct accusations against multiple public figures.  
Dixon said this was a major movement for women which started with the comment heard 
on an open mic by then candidate Trump. She said she never thought she would see the 
day would come. Grote said he believes the change started with the criminal charges 
against actor Bill Cosby. He said that was a big "no more" moment.  Dellimore said he 
hopes there isn't a set back to the movement. Back to politics, Dellimore said it was a 
better year for Illinois Governor Bruce Rauner who signed some significant bills 
including an sanctuary state measure protecting undocumented immigrants and another 
that funded abortions. Dixon said he got a lot of blow back from conservatives. She said 
he also refused to sign off on some funding bills that improved the spending plan that 
took three years to approve. She questioned the logic however about claiming House 
Speaker Mike Madigan was the person in charge of the state, not him. Dellimore called it 
an interesting year in sports.  He said the Bears had the year of the quarterback. Grote 
said the Bears had the season everyone expected. He said quarterback Mitch Tribisky is 
still learning and this is probably the last year for head coach John Fox. Grote said Fox is 
not the right person for the Bears. He also said the Bulls are making headlines because 
they are playing very well with a bunch of no names.   He said they are still in the process 
of rebuilding. Grote also highlighted two other major sports stories in 2017, noting the 
new hair on the top of the heads of Brian Urlacher and Ryan Sandberg. 
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V. FAMILY ISSUES

At Issue
October 29, 2017
Guests: Maria Whelan, President and CEO Illinois Action for Children

 Bradley Tusk, Venture Capitalist and Political Strategist             
30 minutes out of 30 minute program    

This program focused on how political campaigns use children often as a theme, 
and what government actually does for children. Whelan said Illinois Action for Children 
is an organization that works as a catalyst for organizing, developing and supporting 
strong families and powerful communities where children matter most. She said their 
advocacy and support services focus on children and families experiencing extreme 
poverty, homelessness and those suffering from domestic violence. Bradley Tusk is a 
former deputy governor in Illinois, and Whelan said with his help, landmark legislation 
was passed making Illinois first in the country to offer a universal voluntary pre-K 
program. She said those first kids in pre-K are now starting their first year of high school. 
Tusk worked under Rod Blagojevich. He said they figured out ways to pay for it, and 
they were aided by working with a Democratic-led General Assembly. Whelan said in the 
last 10 years almost a million children have benefited from this program. Tusk said he is 
also part of Tusk Montgomery Philanthropy, and a major issue for the group is childhood 
hunger. He said they believe they can make the most impact by campaigning around the 
country for increased funding for school breakfasts. He said three years ago Illinois did 
increase funding for school breakfasts, in part with help from Governor Bruce Rauner. 
Whelan said her program is about soup to nuts. For one underprivileged three-year-old 
girl with bad eyesight, her family was told it would be 18 months before she could 
receive glasses. So her group figured out how to get her glasses enabling her to start pre-
school. She said you change what needs to be changed and provide services and up-front 
support needed by families. Tusk said the political end deals with making choices where 
to put government money. He said it is easy in theory to get support, but difficult in 
reality because there are so many needs. Whelan they’ve educated Illinois legislators and 
worked collaboratively with all administrations. Her concern now is what’s happening at 
the federal level, which is a significant source of early childhood funding streams. She 
said they’ll work with federal partners to be a voice for the voiceless as well. Tusk said to 
get things done, sometimes you have to find politicians willing to stick their neck out, 
and go against their party’s leadership. He said they need courage to make a tough vote.    
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At Issue
November 26, 2017
Guests: Wendy DuBoe, CEO United Way of Metropolitan Chicago 

 Marjory Lewe-Brady, Dir. of Partnerships West Chicago School Dist. 33
 Veronica Clarke, CEO of TCA Health             

30 minutes out of 30 minute program    

This program focused on social service agencies and other not-for profit groups 
that try to fill in the gaps that government does not reach. DuBoe said there has been 
progress in high school graduation rates and progress in partners working together to 
address change. But she said there are enormous challenges involving violence and 
safety, along with many families struggling with financial stability, and the uncertainty of 
healthcare access. Lewe-Brady said in West Chicago they formed a community coalition 
of more than 60 partners to address the health, safety and well being of residents. She 
said the needs are the same as what are seen around the country: access to well-paying 
jobs, good healthcare, education and after-school programs and enrichment activities. 
Clarke said her non-profit group provides primary and preventive health and dental 
services to communities on the far south side of Chicago. She said most of their funding 
comes from the Illinois Health Resources and Services Administration, but she said they 
don’t know if that funding will continue past December. DuBoe says a few years ago the 
United Way changed its approach, now working in 10 of the most underserved 
neighborhoods in Chicago and the suburbs. They’re aiding in both funding and bringing 
various groups together as a coordinator. She says through coordination in working with 
families, you get much more significant results. Clark said her group has been careful not 
to solely depend on state funding. She said Chicago Community Trust has helped fund 
their health and wellness collaborative, along with Cigna and the Children’s Care 
Foundation. She said each funding source has a cause they want to support.    
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VI.     HEALTH CARE 

 
At Issue
November 12, 2017
Guest: Dr. Jay Shannon, CEO of Cook Co. Health & Hospital System
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

            The Cook County Hospital system sees more than 300,000 patients per year. But 
but like other Cook County services, the system is facing the need to cut its budget after 
the sweetened beverage tax was repealed. Board President Toni Preckwinkle called for 
all department heads to make cuts, although Shannon did not cut as much as requested. 
He said over the last eight years, the hospital system has “substantially decreased our 
dependence” on the financial allocation received from Cook County taxpayers. He said 
nine years ago, the total was $480 million, and today the total is about $110 million. He 
said about $100 million of that is for services the county is required to provide but for 
which the health system is not allowed to bill, such as for detainees at Cook County Jail. 
He also said the system is the largest provider of charity care in Illinois. Shannon said 
with any further cuts, they’d have to reduce services. He called that problematic because 
those services go to the vulnerable who can’t get care elsewhere. He also said reducing 
services would mean a reduction in revenue—thus a “double whammy.” Shannon talked 
about their Oak Forest facility, which may go away due to budget cuts. He also said $150 
million in planned improvements for the system to be spent by 2020 are necessary. He 
said they need to replace some crumbling buildings, which are difficult and expensive to 
maintain. He said demographics have changed, so some facilities are no longer where 
they’re needed. And he said so with health insurance have choices, and they might prefer 
a shiny new facility elsewhere to beaten-down facilities. The system would then lose their 
revenues. Shannon talked about possible repeal of the Affordable Care Act and Medicaid, 
which is not just for poor people. Shannon talked about “last resort” care. When asked if 
that needs to be modernized and thus more expensive, he said to some degree yes. He 
said appropriate modern technology is critical. As an example, he said a couple years ago 
the radiation therapy machines at Stroger Hospital were discovered to be four or five 
years past their normal operating life. Therefore, he said they invested in state-of-the-art 
equipment, which he says churns two-to-three times the number of patients of any 
competitors, due to the demand for their services. He said excellent care also should save 
expenses in the long run.               
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VII.   VOTER INFORMATION

At Issue
November 5, 2017
Guest: Jeanne Ives, Republican candidate for Illinois Governor  
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

            Ives is an Illinois State Representative from the western suburbs, based in 
Wheaton. She is a West Point Graduate, and said she decided to run against the 
Republican incumbent in part because he switched his stance on an abortion bill and 
signed what could lead to expansion of abortion coverage for poor women. Ives said 
Governor Bruce Rauner had promised to be a conservative reform leader, but he has not 
lived up to that. She also said Rauner fiscally has failed, and does not have the taxpayer’s 
interest at heart. She said the education bill that passed and Rauner agreed to, was just a 
bailout for Chicago Public Schools on the backs of taxpayers statewide. Ives said Rauner 
is a Republican governor who has instituted the most progressive social agenda in the 
United States, all in the span of one year. She talked about the Trust Act, which Rauner 
said is not a Sanctuary State bill, but mandates cooperation between law enforcement and 
federal immigration authorities if they have a warrant. She said that doesn’t work, 
because it is difficult to get such warrants in a time frame that works. Back to schools, 
Ives said the budget numbers Governor Rauner recently unveiled did not compute to 
increased revenues for most school districts, but only those most in dire need. Thus, she 
said, essentially it did become a bailout for CPS. She said he lied to every other school 
district in the State of Illinois. She also said the property assessment process in Cook 
County is detrimental to the rest of the state. She said the county is hiding its wealth in 
TIF districts and incorrect assessments. She pointed to the sale of the Willis Tower in 
2015 for $1.3 billion, but she said it is on the books valued at $579 million, just 42 
percent of its fair market value. She said Cook County needs fairness, not a property tax 
increase to fund schools properly. Ives talked about abortion. She said nobody should get 
an abortion, that taking a life shows how morally wrong some people are. She said there 
are “so many other options.” She said there are about 40,000 abortions per year in 
Illinois, and the state currently pays for about 300 of them. She said with the new law, 
taxpayers statewide to fund Planned Parenthood for their abortions. She said that 
organization has many who freely donate, so they could provide free abortions. But she 
said they don’t because it is their biggest moneymaker. She also called Planned 
Parenthood’s founder Margaret Sanger a racist. Ives also said Rauner entered the 
governor’s job with a sledge-hammer approach, and brought in many members to his 
administration who didn’t understand holisitically many policies and how they were 
developed. She said for policy formation you must get others on board to buy in. She said 
he tried for too much at once, and failed. She also said he failed to take on public 
corruption.  
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            At Issue
December 3, 2017
Guest: Kwame Raul, Illinois State Senator running for Attorney General
30 minutes out of 30 minute program    

Incumbent Attorney General Lisa Madigan earlier this year decided to step down 
from her longtime post. Raul said over the last 13 years serving in the legislature and 24 
years of legal practice, he’s been able to touch the law in a variety of areas. He said he 
worked as a prosecutor, helped abused and neglected children, along with practicing 
health, education and labor employment law. He also said he’s been involved policy wise 
with criminal justice, consumer protection. Raul said for him, it wouldn’t be a new job, 
but continuing to do the work he’s been doing for years. Among those running, Raul 
received the endorsement from the Cook County Democratic Committeemen. Raul 
replaced Barack Obama in the legislature when Obama became a U.S. Senator. He said 
Obama gave him good advice, to listen to people from outside the Chicago area, and get 
to know people from the other side of the isle. Raul said doing that has helped when 
working on various initiatives. He said he has worked successfully in a bipartisan way, 
and pointed to ending what he called “apartheid” funding of schools recently. He praised 
those Republicans deciding for what’s right, knowing it could end their legislative 
careers. Raul said he wants to be sure the most victimized communities receive the bulk 
of victim resources. He talked about those not just directly involved in crime, but those 
traumatized by crime, such as Chicago high school students who know people who’ve 
been shot and killed. He also wants the Attorney General’s office to become more vocal 
on criminal justice reform, becoming smarter on crime, creating better public safety and 
saving money. He said those needing drug treatment should go to diversion programs and 
save jails for those who truly jeopardize public safety. He also wants the office to be 
more aggressive with protecting workers in the state. He said laws exist for minimum 
wages and workers compensation, but he said the department of labor has stalled in 
investigating many of the claims brought forth. 
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At Issue
December 10, 2017
Guest: Erika Harold, Republican Candidate for Illinois Attorney General
30 minutes out of 30 minute program    

Harold is a former Miss America who earned a law degree from Harvard. She 
announced her candidacy before incumbent Lisa Madigan elected to step down after her 
current term. She also has the backing of the statewide Republican Party, ahead of 
primary challenger Gary Grasso, a current DuPage County Board member and former 
mayor of Burr Ridge. Harold said she started her legal career at one of the world’s best 
law firms. She said she has policy experience, sitting on the board of directors of Prison 
Fellowship, which advocates for bipartisan criminal justice reform. She said her 
combination of legal and policy experience makes her the best candidate. On the topic of 
sexual harassment, she said the topic hits home, because she left her high school after 
sexual and racial harassment, and also dealt with sexual harassment in the workplace. She 
said the only surprise is that the media took so long to take notice with the recent barrage 
of stories. She said she was bullied in high school, and administrators and teachers failed 
to stop what was happening there, and at one point as a ninth grader was threatened by 
kids who said they would buy a rifle to shoot her. She said her family helped rebuild her 
confidence, and she used her faith to find purpose. Harold said preventing youth violence 
and bullying became her Miss America platform. She called bullying a health crisis, 
which can lead to suicide or inability to concentrate on school work. With members of 
the legislature facing sexual harassment, Harold said it is important to have an 
independent inspector general to investigate. She also said if the legal system find 
someone guilty of harassment, that the penalty not just be a fine, but potentially removal 
from office. Currently the Inspector General must receive permission the General 
Assembly. She said that’s not the type of independence needed to conduct a thorough 
investigation. Harold said the Attorney General, by definition, is to be the state’s legal 
officer. As such, she said if there’s evidence of public corruption, the Attorney General 
should initiate an investigation and use subpoena power to see what’s happening. She 
then talked about House Speaker Michael Madigan, saying he’s thwarted the kind of 
reforms necessary to move the state forward. She said there is too much concentration of 
power. Talking about Governor Bruce Rauner, she said the state’s problems took decades 
to create, and it would be unreasonable to think any person from any party would have 
been able to fix all the problems. She said everyone shares responsibility to help move 
the state forward. Harold also talked about the opioid epidemic, and that funding is 
needed to help in rehabilitation treatment. She the money is also to be sure law 
enforcement has the right tools to investigate issues.   



Issues and Programs Report Fourth Quarter, 2017

WBBM-AM & HD  Page 17

At Issue
December 24th, 2017

            Guest:  Renato Mariotti, Candidate for Illinois Attorney General 
30 minutes of 30 minute program   

Illinois Attorney General Lisa Madigan caught many by surprise when she 
announced she would not be running for re-election. One of the candidates vying to 
replace her is Renato Mariotti. He is a native of Chicago and a former federal prosecutor 
who has also worked in private practice. Mariotti said he has no real government 
experience but has investigated crimes and has tried his own cases. A few months ago he 
wrote an editorial piece about DACA in the wake of President Trump’s decision to roll 
back protections under that law. Mariotti said as Attorney General he could bring a 
lawsuit on behalf of the residents of Illinois instead of writing an op-ed piece. He called 
the President a threat to democracy. He said as a federal prosecutor he went after the rich 
and powerful who were taking advance of the system, to stack the deck against the less 
fortunate. As for his goals, he said he wants to impact social justice by brining suits 
against corporation like lenders who prey on people or companies that pollute or steal 
wages from workers. Mariotti said people he has talked to are under the impression the 
current Attorney General hasn’t done enough to weed out public corruption. He blamed 
her connection to a very powerful person in politics, her father. Mariotti said he isn’t 
beholden to anyone and believes there needs to be more transparency in state 
government. He said there is a lack of trust in the democratic process that needs repair. 
As for other issues, Mariotti said he believes there needs to be criminal justice reform in 
the state to keep more non-violent offenders out of prison. And while there needs to be 
focus on white collar crime, the Attorney General’s office, he said, also needs to play a 
role and in reducing violent crime and police abuse. There is a growing field of 
candidates running for Illinois Attorney General. Mariotti said he believes his strength is 
his grassroots campaign and the desire by voters for someone from outside the political 
spectrum.  
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VIII. SCHOOL REFORM AND EDUCATION

At Issue
October 8, 2017
Guest: Andy Shaw, President and CEO Better Government Association   
12 minutes out of 30 minute program   

            Shaw heads a group dedicated to Government Reform. He talked about Governor 
Bruce Rauner and the way his government has been pushed and pulled from both 
Democrats and Republicans. Shaw said a recent decision to sign an abortion-related bill 
may have been the way he acquised to Democrats to get a new budget passed. Rauner has 
always said he is for abortion rights, but also had said he would veto the bill, then 
changed his mind. Shaw said he probably also felt the bill was unfair in denying 
Medicaid for abortion meaning poor women would not have the opportunity of wealthier 
women. Shaw said Rauner started out as a “bomb-throwing conservative Republican 
reformer.” But he said governing is a learning experience. Shaw said Rauner probably 
learned that his “rigid ideology and his bombast” was not getting anything done. Shaw 
said he had an epiphany of sorts, realizing he would have to move to the center. He 
signed legislation for automatic registration, another that protects gays and lesbians, 
signed a trust act bill in favor of immigrants, and flipped on signing a bill for school 
funding after first saying he would not. On the education bill, Shaw said the BGA looked 
at the cost of the new school funding legislation. Currently, the state contributes less than 
$3,000 toward the state of public education; most is funded through property taxes. 
Under the new legislation, there are no property taxes, but donations to private schools 
lead to a tax credit, and the money is used for scholarships. The BGA estimates this will 
cost the state between $6,000 and $12,000 per student to fund this education, far greater 
than what’s spent on public school students. But he did say the pool of money involved is 
relatively small, about $100 million total, but billions are spent on public education. He 
did say the overall system has been improved with the new bill, so districts won’t be as 
reliant on property taxes. Shaw said many promises were made with this bill, but they 
don’t have the money to pay for it. The cost is estimated at $3.5 billion over the next 
decade, money Shaw said the state does not have due to the pension crisis. He said 
money could be saved by consolidating school districts. Shaw said there are 850 school 
districts in Illinois, and one third have only one school. That, he said, adds expensive 
bureaucracy.            
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At Issue
December 31st, 2017
Guests: Mary Dixon, News Anchor WXRT  

 Mark Grote, Sports Broadcaster WSCR
5 minutes out of 30 minute program   

  Taking a look back at 2017, host Craig Dellimore talked about President Donald 
Trump and his relationship to Chicago. He said the President highlighted Chicago 
violence several times to the irritation of Mayor Rahm Emanuel. Dixon said it was a 
weird year in politics. She said the first year of any Presidential administration has some 
changes, but not on the level of the Trump administration. She said the White House has 
had an impact on Chicago violence with threats to take away federal safety dollars 
because of the city's status as a safe have for undocumented immigrants. Dixon pointed 
out that Mayor Emanuel has lost two schools chiefs over ethics troubles and it appears he 
intends to run again. She said he appears to be trying to change the narrative by engaging 
the President with back and forth barbs. Grote asked whether the Mayor can win re-
election. Dellimore said the murder rate is dropping, shootings in Englewood are down, 
but the perception remains that Chicago is a dangerous city. Dellimore said despite the 
Mayor's gains, he continues to also take hits from bad headlines. Dixon said it is still a 
long way to the election so it's hard to tell especially when a strong opponent hasn't 
emerged yet. She said the one people are watching is former Police Supt. Gary McCarthy 
who was fired by the Mayor. She said he would have the police union backing.  
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