
Issue VPR Classical Feature Air Date & Length

Public Safety

VPR Classical provides comprehensive weather forecasts along with information about all 

special weather-related watches, warnings, and advisories that affect listeners in the region. 

Delayed school openings, school closures, and notices about weather-related event 

cancellations and venue changes are also included in this information. (In drive time, forecasts 

are given approximately four times per hour, with each report being about 30 seconds in length.) 

The station also provides serious traffic and transit alerts when the situation is of great 

significance to the listening audience.

daily

Agriculture/Environ

ment 

One of the largest farm businesses in the state expanded its operation and constructed a 

manure pit in Franklin County last summer — without a permit or state oversight. The state has 

now retroactively required a permit for the farm expansion. 

4min 52sec aired 2:15am 

March 18

Arts/Culture 

It's hard to think of a single figure in American music who has cast a longer shadow than 

Leonard Bernstein. This year, the world is celebrating the Bernstein Centennial, and VPR 

Classical’s Walter Parker spoke with the composer’s daughter Jamie, as well as soprano Amy 

Burton, pianists Michael Boriskin and John Musto, about Leonard Bernstein’s life and enduring 

legacy. 

38min 40sec aired 11:05am 

March 23

Business/Economic

s

While Vermont is by far the highest producing maple syrup state in the United States, 70 

percent of the world's maple syrup is made in Québec. And that's where the benchmark global 

price for bulk maple syrup — the price paid by processors to Vermont's maple syrup producers 

— is set each year by a powerful, but legal, cartel. 

4min 35sec aired 2:45am 

March 18

Education/Schools 

VPR Classical’s Student Composer Showcase highlights the work of emerging high school and 

middle school-aged composers across the region. Isabelle Greenewalt is a 6th grader from 

Putney, who talks about her process for writing music, and the impact that music education has 

had on her work.

2min 30sec aired at 11:30am, 

8:30am, 4pm, 9am on February 

19, 21, 23 and 24

Energy/Fuel Costs 

"Microbrews and bluebird skies." It could almost be a Vermont tourism campaign — but in this 

instance, it describes an emerging trend in the region: solar-powered local beer production. And 

one central Vermont brewery's raising the bar even higher by throwing philanthropy into the mix, 

by donating extra solar power to the Waterbury Area Senior Center. 

3min 56sec aired 2:01am, 

March 31
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Health Care/Public 

Health/Medicine 

Most of us associate nitrous oxide with dental work, but it can also be used to relieve the pain of 

childbirth. While four hospitals in Vermont offer nitrous oxide in their birthing center, and others 

are contemplating it, the University of Vermont Medical Center is not on board. 

5min 48sec aired at 2:01am, 

March 25

Law Enforcement 

The U.S. Customs and Border patrol, pointing to federal law, says it has the right to board and 

conduct warrantless searches in any vehicle within a hundred miles of the U.S. border. Given 

Vermont's small size and its northern border with Canada, that means that a significant portion 

of Vermont falls within that zone. The ACLU of Vermont has joined the chapters of several 

states asking Greyhound to stop allowing agents to board its buses and ask passengers 

questions about their citizenship. 

8min 44sec aired 2:15am, 

March 31

Politics/Governmen

t 

On Wednesday, Mississippi Gov. Phil Bryant appointed the state's Agriculture Commissioner 

Cindy Hyde-Smith to a U.S. Senate seat, replacing Sen. Thad Cochran. With that appointment, 

Vermont is now the only state to never send a woman to Congress.

5min 10sec aired 2:15am, 

March 25

State Finances 

- Tariffs imposed by President Donald Trump on some imported steel and aluminum went into 

effect late last week. Several countries have received exemptions from those tariffs, but still 

some industries in the U.S. are wary of them — including craft beer and cider makers. 

5min 23sec aired 2:30am, 

March 31

Town Issues/Town 

Meeting Day

Vermont has been trying to get cell service into every corner of the state, and a few years ago, a 

new technology offered promise by mounting mini cell towers along utility poles. But just last 

week the state learned that CoverageCo — the company that’s operating the cell system — is 

about to shut down after losing money on the experiment.

3min 41sec aired 2:35am, 

March 25

Vermont 

History/Vermont 

Culture 

The Vermont Symphony Orchestra is the oldest state-supported orchestra in the country, and 

one of the cornerstones of Vermont culture. The Vermont Symphony Orchestra’s Executive 

Director Ben Cadwallader, and Symphony violinist Jane Kittredge joined Kari Anderson to 

explore the VSO of present day, and the challenges for the future. 

15min 53sec aired 8:01pm, 

March 21 


