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Meredith Corporation 
WHNS Fox Carolina 

 
COMMUNITY ISSUES 

07/01/16 – 09/30/16 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 
Consumer Health & Safety 

An interest in knowing about events that impact our daily lives.  A need for 

information about how to be wise shoppers of goods and services and how to live 

healthy and safe lives. 

 

 
Crime 

A need to know about crime and law enforcement activities and a concern 

for personal safety. 

 

 
Education 

A concern about the money and skills needed to improve schools and an 

Interest in improving student's quality of education. 

 

 
Environment 

A concern for how the environment is affected by human activity. 

 

 
Government 

An interest in how government affects our personal lives 

 
 

Jobs/Economy/Growth 

An interest in the local and national economic outlook and the impact growth has on 

our communities 

 

 
Quality of Life 

An interest in things that improve one's satisfaction with life. 
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The following pages list representative samples of program segments from The Ten 

O’clock Newscast and The Morning Newscast during this quarter that respond to our 

ascertained issues.  Each segment was 20 seconds to 3 minutes in length (except as 

otherwise reported).   

 

The following pages also identify issue-responsive episodes of programs, which are listed 

under the appropriate issue. 

 

WHNS also broadcasts public service announcements, news and weather cut-ins as 

needed to inform local community of breaking news and emergencies.  
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PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 
THIRD QUARTER 2016 

 
 

Problem/Need:  CONSUMER, HEALTH & SAFETY 

 
DATE    TIME   PROGRAM 

 

Saturdays   6:30am   TODAY’S HOMEOWNER 

(airs weekly) 

 

Description: A half-hour weekly television show that features information on how to maintain 

and improve your home, both inside and out.  The approach to home improvement helps 

everyone from the experienced do-it-yourselfer to the first time homeowner. Projects are taken 

from start to finish in each weekly episode. (30:00)  
 
 

 

 

July 1, 2016 

 

New Hospital Safety Scores, which grade national hospitals with an A, B, C, D or F, provide the 

most complete picture of patient safety in the U.S. healthcare system. Grades were announced 

in April 2016 by The Leapfrog Group, a national patient safety watchdog. Pelham Medical 

Center was one of 798 hospitals to receive an A, ranking among the safest hospitals in the 

United States.  “Avoidable deaths in hospitals should be the number one concern of our health 

care leaders. Hospitals that earn an ‘A’ from Leapfrog are leaders in saving lives, and we 

commend them and urge their continued vigilance,” said Leah Binder, president and CEO of 

The Leapfrog Group.  Developed under the guidance of Leapfrog’s Blue Ribbon Expert Panel, 

the Hospital Safety Score uses 30 measures of publicly available hospital safety data to assign 

A, B, C, D or F grades to more than 2,500 U.S. hospitals twice per year.  “Pelham Medical 

Center’s priority is taking care of our patients and keeping them healthy,” said Tony 

Kouskolekas, Pelham Medical Center president. “Earning this recognition proves that Pelham 

Medical Center strives each day to do what is best for our patients and community.”  Scores 

are calculated by top patient safety experts, peer-reviewed, fully transparent and free to the 

public. For the first time, the Hospital Safety Score includes five measures of patient-reported 

experience as well as two of the most common infections, C.diff and MRSA. To see Pelham 

Medical Center’s full score, and to access consumer-friendly tips for patients and loved ones 

visiting the hospital, visit www.HospitalSafetyScore.org or follow The Hospital Safety Score on 

Twitter or Facebook. Consumers can also download the free Hospital Safety Score mobile app 

for Apple and Android devices.  About The Leapfrog Group  Founded in 2000 by large 

employers and other purchasers, The Leapfrog Group is a national nonprofit organization 

driving a movement for giant leaps forward in the quality and safety of American health care. 

The flagship Leapfrog Hospital Survey collects and transparently reports hospital performance, 

empowering purchasers to find the highest-value care and giving consumers the lifesaving 

information they need to make informed decisions. Hospital Safety Score, Leapfrog’s other 

main initiative, assigns letter grades to hospitals based on their record of patient safety, helping 
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consumers protect themselves and their families from errors, injuries, accidents, and infections. 

About Pelham Medical Center Offering emergency services, world-class cancer treatment, 

and surgical care and primary care, Pelham Medical Center is located at Westmoreland Road 

and Highway 14 in Greer, S.C. Pelham Medical Center consists of 48 inpatient rooms, four 

intensive care rooms and areas with telemetry for monitoring cardiac patients. The facility also 

has four operating suites and an emergency department with 11 rooms. The medical center 

complex includes the Medical Office Building, the Surgery Center at Pelham and the Gibbs 

Cancer Center & Research Institute at Pelham. 

 

July 3, 2016 

It's one of the first big holidays of the summer. The weather is hot and everybody is out having a 

good time, but although the fourth of July is a time for celebration, those who work to keep you 

safe, don't want you throwing caution to the wind.  "There's going to be events all across South 

Carolina, and if you really really want to enjoy fireworks, let the professionals do it," said 

Greenville City Fire inspector, Tito Dendy. He said city fire departments strongly urge you not set 

off your own fireworks in the city limits. "With this drought, you've got families that go out and 

they'll begin to shoot fireworks, they don't set up a safe zone, they're not using safety features," 

said Dendy. He said fireworks can be very dangerous, and cause on average 15 thousand fires 

a year. In May flames broke out at a Greenville County home and fireworks in the house were 

then ignited.  "They're fun, they're fun to see, they're fun to watch, but they're very very 

dangerous," said Dendy. If you will be setting off their own light show, he said to keep water 

nearby and light them in an open space,"people have lost fingers, people have lost their 

vision." All because of fireworks. Doctors like those at Emergency MD on Pleasantburg 

Drive often see the aftermath of these injuries.  "We see a lot of trauma this time of year and 

then fireworks just exacerbate the problem," said Dr. Jason Blasenak.  He works at Emergency 

MD and said often they see alcohol playing a role in certain injuries they see during the 

holiday. "We see a lot of lacerations and amputations is secondary to the fireworks as well and 

then spinal injuries is mostly diving into pools when people are intoxicated, they just don't think 

about it," said Blasenak. Above all Dr. Blasenak recommends keeping yourself fully hydrated to 

avoid any other medical issues.  

 

 

July 26, 2016 

The SC Department of Health and Environmental Control has launched a new website that 

allows people to search for restaurant inspection scores. DHEC said Tuesday that the SC Food 

Grades website is accessible on desktop and mobile devices and includes a new interactive 

map search tool. Users can search for nearby restaurants on a map or search by name, 

address, or other factors to view the two most recent inspection scores and official inspection 

reports.  "Food safety is our number one goal, and this innovative new tool provides the public 

with up-to-date information in a user-friendly format," said Renee Shealy, Chief of DHEC's 

Bureau of Environmental Health Services. "South Carolina is known for its good food, and DHEC 

works closely with retail food establishments to help ensure that good hospitality and food 

http://www.scdhec.gov/apps/environment/foodgrades/
http://www.scdhec.gov/apps/environment/foodgrades/


  

 7 

safety are always hand-in-hand." Bicuit Head, which just opened another location in Greenville, 

says inspections are extremely important, but it is a lot of work to keep a good rating.  "Our goal 

is to have a 100 percent health score, every time we have an inspection," said owner Jason 

Roy.  A spokesman for DHEC told FOX Carolina the aim of the new website is to provide more 

transparency for consumers and more incentive for restaurants to make the grade.  

 

Aug 4, 2016 

Greenville City Fire Department paramedics are urging residents to practice heat safety 

wherever they are as temperatures continue to soar in the high 90s, with heat indexes in the 

100s. According to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), heat is 

typically the leading cause of weather-related fatalities each year because of dehydration or 

overheating. Heat-related illnesses and deaths are preventable, so Greenville firefighters are 

offering tips to help people stay safe during the heat wave. GCFD firefighter/paramedic Mark 

Weber said the best thing to do is to avoid being outside for prolonged periods of time during 

extreme heat, but if that isn’t possible, there are simple steps you can take to protect yourself 

and your loved ones. “Drinking plenty of fluids before, during and after exposure to elevated 

temperatures; taking frequent breaks to avoid overexertion; wearing "breathable" clothing and 

just listening to your body can help prevent a heat-related emergency,” said Weber. “Thirst is 

an easy way to spot the early onset of dehydration, so if you drink fluids the moment you feel 

thirsty, you can help avoid a major heat issue such as severe dehydration, heat cramps or heat 

stroke.” Weber suggests using the tips below to practice heat safety in the following locations: 

Job Sites - Summer weather poses unique hazards for outdoor workers, who are at a higher risk 

for heat-related emergencies. When working outside under hot conditions, stay hydrated and 

take breaks in the shade as often as possible. Knowing symptoms, prevention and emergency 

response methods can help prevent heat-related illnesses and death.   Vehicles - Never leave 

children, disabled adults or pets in parked vehicles. Studies have shown that the temperature 

inside a parked vehicle can rapidly rise to a dangerous level for children, pets and even adults. 

Leaving the windows slightly open does not significantly decrease the heating rate. Always 

LOOK before you LOCK. Outdoors - Limit strenuous activities, find shade and stay hydrated. 

Apply sunscreen liberally and wear lightweight, loose fitting, light-colored clothing to reflect 

heat and sunlight. Hats are also a good idea to protect your face and scalp from harmful UV 

rays if you will be spending time directly in the sunshine. Indoors – Check on neighbors who are 

elderly or sick, or who don’t have air conditioning. According to Weber, approximately 175 

Americans die from extreme heat each year. “As a new dad, I’m especially passionate about 

protecting children, who are at an increased risk since their bodies haven’t developed the 

ability to efficiently regulate their internal temperature,” Weber said. “To avoid becoming a 

victim of a heat-related illness or death, the best advice I can give is to take the proper 

precautions, listen to your body, and most importantly, use common sense.”   
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Aug. 16, 2016 

 

After two deadly attacks on police officers in Dallas and Baton Rouge, law enforcement 

agencies across the country are doubling up.   Having officers assist on calls, and even meeting 

up to get gas or grab a bite to eat, Simpsonville Police are just one of many agencies in the 

Upstate that are making changes to how they patrol and assist each other.  Several agencies 

don't want to let the public know they are doubling up, for safety reasons.  "We go to calls, 

officers are backing each other up, being aware of their surroundings, due to the incidents that 

have emerged." Lt. Timmie Williams is the public information officer for the Simpsonville Police 

Department, he says they aren't sending the whole department to every call, but if they can, at 

least two officers are responding to high-risk calls.  "We're just making sure that we watch 

each other's backs." He says officers can call a nearby cop to meet them when pumping gas 

or grabbing a bite to eat, but Lt. Williams says the public can help too. "If you see an officer out 

on a call and it looks like there's going to be a threat don't hesitate to give an additional call." 

But not all agencies feel the extra man power will help, after what they saw happened in Baton 

Rouge. "The situation is really bad because we have to do our job, we have to go check out 

suspicious activity, but there's no way to see who's hiding in the bushes at any given time." 

Sheriff Skipper from Anderson County says even if ten officers responded to that call, he says 

they all would have been in danger.  Retired chief negotiator for the FBI and former cop, 

Stephen Romano, says officers do go through extensive training in officer survival.  Romano says 

there needs to be more training on how to communicate with the public, because they can be 

an asset to keep the officer safe.  But he says after recent events there will be a reemphasize 

on that training. "The number one goal of every law enforcement officer that I have ever met or 

worked with was to go home at the end of the shift... and to be with the people, that he or she 

loves." 

 

 

Aug. 19, 2016 

 

A Spartanburg triple war veteran has taught over 1000 people to swim.  Bob Justice is 89 years 

old, 90 in August, and he spends his days in the water.  Justice not only swims everyday, but he 

also teaches daily swim and water safety lessons at the Shrine Club in Spartanburg.  Justice will 

hold his 15th annual free swim lesson and water safety camp from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. August 1-5 

for kids ages 5-10. His camp will include breakfast, lunch and snacks for participants.  Those 

interested in signing up for the camp can pick up a form at the Shrine Club in Spartanburg, 

open from 9:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. Monday through Saturday and 1 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. on Sunday. 

Shrine Club is located at 1450 Fernwood Glendale Rd Spartanburg, SC 29307. 
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Aug. 20, 2016 

 

The family of a longtime Upstate lawman is keeping his memorial alive by dedicating a day to 

spreading safety awareness in the community Saturday. Sgt. Brian Donnelly Memorial Safety 

Day was held on Saturday from 9 a.m. to noon at the Edwards Forest Plaza parking lot on Wade 

Hampton Boulevard.  Firefighters and police officers were on hand for people to meet and 

greet. A bounce house and games were made available for children, and Safe Kids Upstate 

was giving out free bicycle helmets and measuring those in need for those helmets.  Donnelly 

served as a law enforcement officer in Greenville County for nearly 40 years before he died in 

2013. He was a sergeant with the sheriff's office at the time of his passing. 

 

Sept. 6, 2016 

 

Officials from a local water park say more needs to be done in South Carolina to prevent water 

slide tragedies like the one in Kansas from happening in the Palmetto State. 10 year-old Caleb 

Schwab died from a neck injury after falling off of the 168-foot tall “Verruckt” water slide at at 

the Schlitterbahn Water Park in Kansas City.  Cam Fent is Duncan's town administrator 

and oversees the town's Shipwreck Cove water park. He said he meets with his staff frequently 

to go over safety, especially around slides.   "I think something needs to be done, something in 

our state where there's policing of the watersliding and other aspects of the pool," Fent said.  

South Carolina Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation only oversees water rides that 

require rafts. The department said in an e-mail that "Water parks are not regulated in South 

Carolina."   The spokesperson for LLR elaborated a bit more by saying: "Water parks are not 

inspected by this Agency; they do not fall under the definition of an amusement device.  Water 

rides like raft rides/flume rides involving water, bumper boats on water, etc. are examples of 

rides we inspect and have jurisdiction over." According to the consumer product safety 

commission, there were 7,200 water slide injuries nationwide in 2015.  "Our staff does a visual 

inspection of the slides every single day and first thing they do in the morning, and if there's any 

issues we should fix those issues immediately. We don't use those slides until they're fixed." Fent 

tells us DHEC does annual and surprise inspections throughout the summer and life guards are 

keeping a close eye on swimmers at the park.  "My first tip would be as soon as you walk into 

the gate talk to a lifeguard talk to somebody who's there who's issue in life jackets or whatever 

it may be, to make sure your kid is at the proper height and the proper way to go down that 

particular slide."  
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Sept. 20, 2016 

 

New Hospital Safety Scores, which grade national hospitals with an A, B, C, D or F, provide the 

most complete picture of patient safety in the U.S. healthcare system. Grades were announced 

in April 2016 by The Leapfrog Group, a national patient safety watchdog. Pelham Medical 

Center was one of 798 hospitals to receive an A, ranking among the safest hospitals in the 

United States. “Avoidable deaths in hospitals should be the number one concern of our health 

care leaders. Hospitals that earn an ‘A’ from Leapfrog are leaders in saving lives, and we 

commend them and urge their continued vigilance,” said Leah Binder, president and CEO of 

The Leapfrog Group. Developed under the guidance of Leapfrog’s Blue Ribbon Expert Panel, 

the Hospital Safety Score uses 30 measures of publicly available hospital safety data to assign 

A, B, C, D or F grades to more than 2,500 U.S. hospitals twice per year. “Pelham Medical 

Center’s priority is taking care of our patients and keeping them healthy,” said Tony 

Kouskolekas, Pelham Medical Center president. “Earning this recognition proves that Pelham 

Medical Center strives each day to do what is best for our patients and community.” Scores are 

calculated by top patient safety experts, peer-reviewed, fully transparent and free to the 

public. For the first time, the Hospital Safety Score includes five measures of patient-reported 

experience as well as two of the most common infections, C.diff and MRSA. To see Pelham 

Medical Center’s full score, and to access consumer-friendly tips for patients and loved ones 

visiting the hospital, visit www.HospitalSafetyScore.org or follow The Hospital Safety Score on 

Twitter or Facebook. Consumers can also download the free Hospital Safety Score mobile app 

for Apple and Android devices. About The Leapfrog Group Founded in 2000 by large 

employers and other purchasers, The Leapfrog Group is a national nonprofit organization 

driving a movement for giant leaps forward in the quality and safety of American health care. 

The flagship Leapfrog Hospital Survey collects and transparently reports hospital performance, 

empowering purchasers to find the highest-value care and giving consumers the lifesaving 

information they need to make informed decisions. Hospital Safety Score, Leapfrog’s other 

main initiative, assigns letter grades to hospitals based on their record of patient safety, helping 

consumers protect themselves and their families from errors, injuries, accidents, and infections. 

About Pelham Medical Center Offering emergency services, world-class cancer treatment, 

and surgical care and primary care, Pelham Medical Center is located at Westmoreland Road 

and Highway 14 in Greer, S.C. Pelham Medical Center consists of 48 inpatient rooms, four 

intensive care rooms and areas with telemetry for monitoring cardiac patients. The facility also 

has four operating suites and an emergency department with 11 rooms. The medical center 

complex includes the Medical Office Building, the Surgery Center at Pelham and the Gibbs 

Cancer Center & Research Institute at Pelham. 
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Sept. 22, 2016 

 

The Golden Strip Career Center has been chosen to be the pilot location for new statewide 

initiative in career and technology education, according to a Greenville County Schools 

spokesperson.   Students at the career center, located on East Butler Road in Mauldin, will 

undergo safety training and receive an OSHA (Occupational Safety and Health Administration) 

card once they complete the program.  Officials said the trainers are experts in workplace 

safety from across the state. “This means that not only will these students leave high school with 

work-ready certifications in welding, machine tool, building and construction, or HVAC, they will 

also have their OSHA 10 card,” said Beth Brotherton with Greenville County Schools.  “This will 

make them even more desirable employees.  Greenville County Schools is committed to 

producing graduates who are career ready and highly employable.” Brotherton said the 

program will eventually be offered in all of South Carolina’s career and tech high schools. 

 

 

Sept. 27, 2016 

 

Several South Carolina lawmakers will gather in front of Greenville Memorial Hospital on Grove 

Road Wednesday to hold a news conference on the Greenville Health System’s “plan to give 

away a six billion dollar public asset to newly formed private corporations,” according to 

Representative Garry Smith’s office.  Smith said the hospital system’s new governance plan will 

give control of the system to “newly formed private corporations, created by the Greenville 

Health System Board, for the sum of just $1 per year for the next 100 years.”  Smith and other 

lawmakers have filed a lawsuit claiming that the GHS Board is not acting in the best interest of 

the public and is acting outside its legal authority.  A spokesperson for GHS confirmed they had 

been served with a lawsuit but said, "it would be inappropriate for us to comment on pending 

litigation." 
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PROGRAM ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 

THIRD QUARTER 2016 
 

 
 

Problem/Need:  JOBS, ECONOMY, GROWTH 
 

 
 

 

July 8, 2016 

 

 

Whether you're looking for a summer job or a lifetime career, now may be a good time 

to find it. The U.S. has seen a nearly record breaking high of job opening in March.   

That hiring may hold true for South Carolina as well. According to the labor 

department, nationally there were 5.75 million job openings in April. About 2.1 million of 

those openings are coming from the South. Those seeking jobs, networking or learning 

new skills in the Upstate, are noticing a difference in today's job market compared to 

previous years. Recruiters are also hoping summer jobs and tourism will boost the job 

market even more. Although unemployment in South Carolina is higher than the 

national rate, employers say the job market outlook is strong. Human resource leaders 

are recruiting right now in the Upstate. They say the chances of finding work now has 

increased from past years. They say if you add networking and new job skills, the job 

outlook is even more favorable.  Ava Smith runs Flat Fee Recruiting and is looking for 

workers to fill local job openings.  Greenville Tech is also helping workers with jobs skills 

training.  She said,  "Specifically an increase in the IT area, I do see some increase in 

certain sectors of healthcare, primarily what I’m seeing outside of that is a huge influx in 

requests for customer service positions, administration positions, marketing," 

Greenville Tech is offering a quick skills job training program to help workers fill the 

experience gap with some positions where there are few qualified candidates.  

The training varies in length, but usually runs less than 6 months. “These are short term job 

training classes where you can get new job skills that match what the marketplace 

needs in a very quick time, 3 nights, 3 weeks, 3 months’ time frame. So, hands on 

learning," said trainer Steve Hand. He added the program is designed for adults 

transitioning from one job to another. Ava Smith with Flat Fee Recruiting also cited an 

increase in seasonal employment directly linking it to travel and tourism. She said, in her 

experience, most employers and workers are seeking permanent direct hires. She 

recommends prospective employees to be flexible and willing to adapt to change, 

and understand the kind of position you are seeking. 
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July 14, 2016 
 

 

Richard Donald is a husband, and father of six - and family is everything to him. 

"I really try to make sure my kids know I love them," Donald said. They keep him busy, but when 

he started to feel extreme fatigue, he knew he had to get checked out. "My blood pressure 

was going up and down- gained a lot of weight," he said. "I was starting to fall asleep during 

the day time, to the point of falling asleep at the red light, sitting waiting for my kids after 

football practice," Donald said. He had a physical and participated in a sleep study at the Bon 

Secours Saint Francis Sleep Disorder Center in Greenville. "They said about an hour into my 

sleep, I stopped breathing," Donald said. "I would stop breathing every 10 seconds." 

Doctors diagnosed him with sleep apnea. "My wife would always says it seemed like I had 

stopped breathing. I just felt like I was either choking or just needed to wake-up to get a drink of 

water," he said. Dr. Ahmad Boota with Bon Secours Saint Francis Health System explains the 

disorder."They just have pauses of breathing or shallow breathing, or difficulty maintaining their 

breathing," Boota said.  Some who suffer from sleep apnea use a continuous positive airway 

pressure device, which is also called a CPAP machine which is attached to a breathing mask. 

"That positive pressure will help to open up the collapsed area in their throat or in their airway," 

Boota said.  He also says sleep apnea impact the economy throughout the country. "Inability to 

do their jobs properly, there are increase incidents of motor vehicle accidents and decrease 

productivity on the work site," Boota said.  And more men than women have the disorder which 

is a reminder to men and Donald of the importance of each breath. "That's the greatest gift you 

can have on Father's Day," Donald said. 

 

 

 

July 19, 2016 

 

 

After two deadly attacks on police officers in Dallas and Baton Rouge, law 

enforcement agencies across the country are doubling up.  Having officers assist on 

calls, and even meeting up to get gas or grab a bite to eat, Simpsonville Police are just 

one of many agencies in the Upstate that are making changes to how they patrol and 

assist each other. Several agencies don't want to let the public know they are doubling 

up, for safety reasons.  "We go to calls, officers are backing each other up, being aware 

of their surroundings, due to the incidents that have emerged." Lt. Timmie Williams is the 

public information officer for the Simpsonville Police Department, he says they aren't 

sending the whole department to every call, but if they can, at least two officers are 

responding to high-risk calls.  "We're just making sure that we watch each other's backs." 

He says officers can call a nearby cop to meet them when pumping gas or grabbing a 

bite to eat, but Lt. Williams says the public can help too. "If you see an officer out on a 

call and it looks like there's going to be a threat don't hesitate to give an additional 

call." But not all agencies feel the extra man power will help, after what they saw 

happened in Baton Rouge. "The situation is really bad because we have to do our job, 

we have to go check out suspicious activity, but there's no way to see who's hiding in 

the bushes at any given time." 



  

 15 

Sheriff Skipper from Anderson County says even if ten officers responded to that call, he 

says they all would have been in danger.  Retired chief negotiator for the FBI and 

former cop, Stephen Romano, says officers do go through extensive training in officer 

survival. Romano says there needs to be more training on how to communicate with the 

public, because they can be an asset to keep the officer safe.  But he says after recent 

events there will be a reemphasize on that training. "The number one goal of every law 

enforcement officer that I have ever met or worked with was to go home at the end of 

the shift... and to be with the people, that he or she loves." 

 

 

 

July 22, 2016 

 

 

City officials in Gaffney announced Friday their plan to build The Gaffney Center for the 

Performing Arts in the city’s downtown area. Mayor Henry Jolly said the plans have 

been met with some resistance from people who feel the city should build a recreation 

facility instead. “There is a group of very noisy folk who believe this will be a special 

interest facility,” Jolly said. “These claims simply aren’t true. This center will be for all the 

citizens of this city and county.” The 15,000 square-foot center will feature a stage for 

theatrical and musical performances. According to a news release, officials said they 

hope they center will also be used for other performances, such as cheer competitions 

and flag core presentations and more. The facility can also serve civic organizations, 

businesses and residents as a special event and meeting venue. “The most exciting 

thing this facility will be able to do is be a catalyst for change in the economic 

landscape for the entire county, by ushering in a visitor-based economy,”said Kasey 

Carnley, the development officer for the facility. Gaffney officials have launched a 

capital campaign to raise funds for the new center and created a website, 

www.gctpa.org, and a crowdfunding site for donations to the project. 

 

 

 

 

July 30, 2016 

 

 

Greenville County Schools will be holding a job fair on Tuesday. The job fair is for bus 

drivers, custodians, bus aides, and food service operators, and will take place from 9 

a.m. till 12 p.m. at Lifelong learning. No prior experience is needed, but training will be 

provided. Bus driver pay is $13 per hour and bus aides and custodial starting pay is $9.75 

per hour. The Lifelong Learning center is located at 206 Wilkins Street.  
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Aug. 3, 2016 

 

 

Remedy Intelligent Staffing will host a recruitment event at SC Works in Gaffney. 

The event will be held August 12 from 9 a.m. till 12 p.m. Interested applicants must be at 

least 18 years-old, have a high school diploma or GED, and must have a minimum of 6 

months of machine operating experience. Applicants must also go through a drug 

screening and back ground check. Positions will be available for multiple shifts and the 

starting pay rate is $10 per hour. Prior to the event all applicants must be registered at 

SC Works website and have a referral to attend the event. The event will be held at 133 

Wilmac Rd. Gaffney, SC.  

 

 

 

Aug. 9, 2016 

 

 

A leading integrated global manufacturer will bring jobs to Greenville County with a 

multi-million dollar investment. Tower International is investing $75 million to open its first 

 South Carolina operations facility here in the Upstate.  The new facility is expected to 

create 140 jobs in Fountain Inn. The new facility will manufacture engineered 

automotive metal components and assemblies for the world's largest automotive 

manufacturers.   "We couldn’t be more excited about Tower International’s decision to 

do business in South Carolina," said Governor Nikki Haley on the new facility. "This $75 

million investment and the 140 new jobs it means for Fountain Inn are real reasons to 

celebrate, and we look forward to watching Tower thrive in our state for many years to 

come.” Tower’s new Greenville County operations will reside in the Southchase Business 

Park at 139 Southchase Blvd.  A $100,000 set-aside grant was also awarded 

to Greenville County to assist with building upgrade and renovation costs. Hiring for new 

positions at the Towers International Greenville County operations facility is expected to 

occur throughout 2017.  Those interested in joining the Tower International team should 

visit the company’s online career page, here 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.scworks.org/
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=26955721&msgid=139741&act=A4NL&c=1561287&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.towerinternational.com%2Fcareers%2Findex.html
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Aug. 16, 2016 

 
 

Pokemon is popping up everywhere these days and with all of the extra foot traffic that the 

app is creating, local towns are seeing an influx of gamers. Those games are getting drawn into 

visit Pokestops, and some local businesses are cashing in on this gaming surge. Businesses 

say these gamers are helping boost business in downtown Greer! The city has 20 Pokestops at 

restaurants and shops throughout the city, and when these players eat or shop locally they help 

boost the local economy. "It's brought a lot of people out, a lot of people are walking around 

and it led to some interest to what exactly was here that was attracting people." Kyle Mensing 

is the commercial development director for Greer Development Corporation, and says he's 

seen more crowds than usual in downtown Greer over the past week. "I opened up the app 

one day just to see what was around here and found out that there's actually a lot of Pokemon 

Go stops down here." Mensing says he found 20 Pokestops at places like pubs, restaurants and 

shops throughout Greer. "It's definitely brought a lot more attention and people to Greer." 

Catalina Mattox has been working at Wild Ace in downtown Greer for the past four years and 

says she's seen a huge influx of customers just in the past few weeks who are coming to game-

and end up staying to eat. "They have certain landmarks in Greer that have been established 

as a Pokestop and a lot of people come to them. There happens to be one right off our our 

patio so people can just sit here and catch Pokemon and keep collecting items."  "It puts 

people around downtown and it shows them businesses that they might not have known were 

there so it gets people around and introduces them to places. It drives the economy, suddenly 

people realizing that they've been out here for two hours, and they could use a water." 

Mensing says some Greer stores have applied to become Pokestops which can bring even 

more players to the area.    "I think as the businesses figure out ways to tie in and welcome 

players into their business and use the game as a way to get people walking around, I think 

we'll definitely start to see an impact from it." 
 
 

 

 

Aug. 31, 2016 

 

Morley is hiring for more than 270 new jobs at its new customer call center in Greenville, 

according to Gov. Nikki Haley’s office. The jobs and the new 25,000 square-foot call center on 

Brookfield Parkway is part of a $1.7 million investment into the area. “We’re excited to welcome 

Morley to the South Carolina family and celebrate its decision to do business in our state,” Gov. 

Nikki Haley stated in a news release. “With this investment and the 270 new jobs it means for the 

Upstate, Morley is making an important commitment to our state and its people, and we look 

forward to watching it succeed and grow here for many years to come.” Morley was founded 

in 1863 and serves a diverse group of Fortune 500 global clients. According to a news release, 

Morley’s product groups include business process outsourcing (BPO), meetings and incentives, 

and exhibits and displays. Hiring is underway for the new jobs at www.morleyjob.com.   

 

 

 

 

http://www.morleyjob.com/
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Sept. 21, 2016 

 

 

Governor Pat McCrory announced Wednesday that 551 jobs will be created in North Carolina. 

Over the course of the next five years, Avadim Technologies Inc. will launch a major expansion 

in Buncombe county, creating an additional 551 jobs. The company will invest nearly $20.4 

million in North Carolina during the five-year expansion period. “Great companies are born in 

North Carolina and great companies grow here,” said Governor McCrory. “Avadim 

Technologies’ significant expansion adds an exciting new dimension to our biotechnology 

industry and to the economy of western North Carolina. Our state continues to attract global 

competition because of our improved business climate, highly skilled workforce and quality of 

life that is second to none.” Avadim is a life sciences company delivering Pathogenesis Based 

Therapies, addressing infection prevention, neuromuscular disorders and barrier repair. 

 

 

 

Sept. 22, 2016 

 

 

As South Carolina's economy grows, fewer officers are working in state prisons, says State Prison 

Director Bryan Stirling.  "Earlier this year we were about 800 officers short, that was our vacancy," 

said Stirling. "Now we are at about 500." Stirling said the government has used an aggressive ad 

campaign to attract people to work in prisons. Governor Nikki Haley approved a $1,500 annual 

raise for prison officers in the budget.  Stirling said he hopes the state legislature will approve 

another raise next fiscal year as well.  But the shortage is leading to more lockdowns in prisons 

around the state, especially at Perry Correctional Facility in Pelzer. Stirling said more staff would 

help prevent those lockdowns.  "When there are less officers, they are expected to do a lot 

more," he said.  Stirling said shortages can result in more behavior problems, transportation 

issues for sick inmates and lack of education and rehabilitation programs, which in turn can 

cause crime outside of prison walls when inmates are released - costing taxpayers safety and 

money.  "We want to get them trained for jobs so they do have a future, they do have hope, 

and they will not return to their criminal ways," said Stirling.  Stirling said the growing South 

Carolina economy, while great for the state, is hurting the prison system. As more jobs come to 

South Carolina, more prison officers are opting to pursue those jobs instead of moving up in the 

prison system, where pay is traditionally lower.  "When the jobless rate goes down, our vacancy 

rate doubles," said Stirling.  He hopes Haley's raise for prison officers as well as more potential 

increases will attract people to work in state prisons.  
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Sept. 25, 2016 
 
 

Chelsea Clinton will campaign for her mother Hillary Clinton in Eastern and Western North 

Carolina on Wednesday, September 28. Her appearances come on the heels of the first 

scheduled presidential debate between Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump.  During her 

Greenville, N.C. appearance, Chelsea Clinton is expected to participate in a forum on college 

affordability at East Carolina University. In Asheville, Chelsea Clinton will participate in a round 

table comprised of community and business leaders on Hillary Clinton's plans for clean energy 

and building economy. Chelsea Clinton will also encourage voters to take advantage of one-

stop early voting, beginning October 20, and urge North Carolina voters to check their 

registration status at iwillvote.com.  Details for both campaign events are listed below: 

Asheville Clean Energy Roundtable with Chelsea Clinton When: Wednesday, September 

28 at 3:50PM – 4:50 PM EDT Doors open: 3:15 PM EDT  Where: The Collider, 1 Haywood St 

Asheville, Suite 401 North Carolina 28801 College Affordability Forum with Chelsea Clinton 

When: Wednesday, September 28 at 12:10 - 1:10PM EDT   Doors open: 11:30 AM EDT 

Where: East Carolina University, Mendenhall Student Center, 128 E 7th Street, Greenville, NC 

27858 

 

 

 

Sept. 26, 2016 

 

Michelin North America, Inc. is moving forward with plans to build a new distribution center in 

Spartanburg County as part of a $270 million investment that will create 350 new jobs, Gov. 

Nikki Haley’s office announced Monday. Gov. Haley stated: “Michelin has been one of South 

Carolina’s most important business partners since its doors opened in Greenville County over 

four decades ago. Both our state and this fantastic company have grown tremendously over 

the course of this partnership, and we couldn’t be more excited to see that growth and 

success continue with this $270 million investment that means 350 new jobs for South 

Carolinians.” Michelin North America’s Chairman and President, Pete Selleck said the new 

distribution center will help better serve customers across North America. Below is a statement 

from Selleck: “The Spartanburg distribution facility will cap a multi-year evolution of Michelin’s 

distribution network in North America. We see it as a transformational milestone designed to 

better serve our customers while optimizing inventories and improving supply efficiency. We are 

grateful for the relationships we’ve enjoyed with local government leaders in Spartanburg 

County for more than 35 years. With additional support at the state level, these leaders have 

helped us advance this important project, which enables our company to meet growing 

customer demands for Michelin tires in multiple business segments.” Michelin is one of the 

largest corporations in South Carolina and is headquartered in Greenville. The company 

designs, manufactures and sells tires for every type of vehicle, including airplanes, automobiles, 

bicycles, earthmovers, and farm equipment. The Michelin Distribution Center will be located 

intersection of Highways 101 and 417 in the Woodruff area, within a short distance of seven 

existing Michelin tire plants across the Upstate and the company’s Greenville-based 

headquarters. The distribution center will feature five buildings that will make up a total of 

approximately 3.3 million square-feet. The center will support distribution of tires under Michelin, 

BFGoodrich and Uniroyal brands for passenger vehicles, heavy trucks and agricultural 

https://www.iwillvote.com/
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equipment.  Construction on the new center is expected to begin in late 2016. The first phase is 

projected to open in late 2017 and the complete facility will open in early 2019. 

Hiring for new positions is expected to begin in 2017. Michelin North America employs more 

than 22,650 associates and operates 20 major manufacturing plants in the U.S., Canada and 

Mexico.  

 

 

 

Sept. 28, 2016 

 

 

Ultrafab, Inc., a company that manufactures weather seals, is expanding its Greenville County 

plant. The $2 million investment is expected to create 34 new jobs. Ultrafab was founded in 

1970. The company designs, manufactures and sells window and door weather-stripping and 

weather seal products for OEM applications, according to a news release. The company also 

supplies engineered solutions for the fenestration, transportation, industrial, office equipment 

and healthcare industries. Ultrafab has three manufacturing and four additional warehouse 

locations across the United States. Ultrafab’s Greenville County plant is located at 49 Freedom 

Court in Greer. Ultrafab will be leasing an additional 20,000 square-feet to double the size of its 

operation in the Upstate. The new facility is expected to be operational by late 2016, and hiring 

for the new positions is ongoing. Interested applicants should visit the company’s career page 

online.     

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=26955721&msgid=147355&act=A4NL&c=1561287&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ultrafab.com%2Femployment.htm
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=26955721&msgid=147355&act=A4NL&c=1561287&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ultrafab.com%2Femployment.htm
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PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM OR NEED 
THIRD QUARTER 2016 

 

Problem/Need:  GOVERNMENT 

 
DATE    TIME   PROGRAM 
 

Sundays   10:00 am  FOX NEWS SUNDAY 

 

Description: 

Fox News Sunday is a national weekly program with current events and political issues. (60:00) 

 

 

 

 

July 9, 2016 

 

 

South Carolina's unemployment agency has paid off its nearly $1 billion debt to the 

federal government, five months ahead of schedule. Gov. Nikki Haley announced that 

the Department of Employment and Workforce made a final payment Thursday of $120 

million. Director Cheryl Stanton says that means her agency is debt free. Business' 

unemployment insurance taxes can now go toward building up benefit reserves, to 

avoid needing to borrow if the economy nosedives again. Stanton expects the 

agency's trust fund to have $200 million in it by December. The debt accumulated 

between December 2008 and April 2011 as the agency borrowed money to send 

unemployment checks amid climbing jobless rates, which peaked at 11.9 percent in 

December 2009. The state made its first payment on the debt in August 2011. 

 

 

 

July 13, 2016 

 

 

A triple partnership between SC state government agencies has made plans to 

decrease food waste throughout the state. Today the SC. Department of Health and 

Environmental Control, SC Department of Commerce and SC Department of 

Agriculture announced Don't Waste Food S.C., a joint campaign aimed at reducing 

wasted food in South Carolina by 50 percent by 2030. Governor Nikki Haley proclaimed 

July 13, 2016 as "Don't Waste Food S.C. Day" in collaboration with the launch of the 

initiative, inviting all South Carolinians to join in campaign efforts.   Among private 

stakeholders who have already partnered with the campaign are Harvest Hope Food 

Bank, Re-Soil and Loaves & Fishes. Campaign partners are working together to connect 

food surpluses to those in need, improve infrastructure for composting and educate 
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and empower individuals, businesses and communities to take action by preventing, 

composting or donating excess food. In 2015 alone, South Carolina produced an 

estimated 607,000 tons of food waste. Hunger, however, is a prevalent issue in the 

United States with one out of six people struggling for access to an adequate food 

supply.  DHEC Director Catherine Heigel says that the campaign will help our state 

make an impact on the issue of food waste. "South Carolina is positioned to be a leader 

in tackling the complex environmental and health challenges of food waste," said 

Heigel. "Working together, we can reduce the amount of food being added to our 

landfills and connect food resources with communities in need." 

 

 

 

July 30, 2016 

 

 

Voters will get the chance to decide what type of government they want for the town 

of Lyman. The special election is set for Tuesday Aug. 12, according to Lyman's clerk. 

Voters will have decide between a stronger council form of town government or a 

strong mayor-council format, which is how the government is currently set up.  

Currently, the council serves as a legislative branch with six members who pass 

ordinances, policies, the city's annual budget and appoint other town officials. The 

mayor acts as the chief executive officer, overseeing the daily operations of 

departments and carrying out the policies and ordinances enacted by the council.  

Some want to give the council more power to make decisions for the town in addition 

to possibly hiring a town manager. 

 

 

 

July 25, 2016 

 

 

The Asheville Police Department and Buncombe County Sheriff’s Office have applied 

for funding through the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant 2016 Local 

Solicitation Program, according to a news release. The police department said the US 

Department of Justice funding grants are provided to enhance partnerships between 

Federal, State and Local governments to create safer communities through the 

prevention and reduction of crime and violence. The grant money can be used to fund 

equipment, training, technical assistance, information systems and supplies to enhance 

local law enforcement. The Asheville Police Department and the Buncombe County 

Sheriff’s Office have jointly applied for $55,150.00. If the grant is approved Asheville 

police plan to buy additional Tasers and other equipment for patrol officers, while the 

sheriff’s office plans to spend its portion on patrol vehicle modems. 
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Aug. 8, 2016 

 

 

Spartanburg County Clerk of Court Hope Blackley asked local community members, 

local government officials, and local first responders to come together and pray for the 

nation as a whole on Monday.  Blackley organized a "Prayer at the Pole" prayer 

event at the flag pole in the front of the Spartanburg County Judicial Center, which is 

located at 180 Magnolia Street. “In light of recent events of around America, I would 

like to offer a moment of unity for law enforcement, citizens and for our country as a 

whole,” Blackley said. “The goal for this gathering is to promote unity among all citizens 

in our county regardless of our individual differences by offering prayer and words of 

encouragement.”  Dozens of people showed up and held hands as several people 

spoke and led prayers. 

 

 

 

Aug. 18, 2016 

 

 

A lawyer defending the man charged in the Charleston church shootings wants a 

judge to keep some video and other evidence out of his federal hate crimes trial, and 

says explaining why in public could harm prospects of seating an impartial jury. 

Dylann Roof is charged in the shootings of nine parishioners at Emanuel AME Church. 

The government is seeking the death penalty. In a court filing Wednesday, Assistant U.S. 

Public Defender Sarah Gannett says the evidence she wants blocked includes videos, 

transcripts and other documents affecting Roof's constitutional rights to be free from 

unreasonable searches and self-incrimination. She's asking to be allowed to file the 

motion supporting her request under seal, because she says making it public could 

affect the ability to have a fair trial. 

 

 

 

Aug. 20, 2016 

 

 

The South Carolina Department of Transportation is seeking the public’s review and 

comment about a six-year transportation improvement program. The SCDOT wants to 

know what the public thinks about its 2017-2022 Statewide Transportation Improvement 

Program or STIP. The STIP is the state’s six-year transportation improvement program for 

all projects and program areas receiving federal funding including:  Pavement 

Preservation and Rehabilitation Bridge Preservation and Rehabilitation Interstate 

Upgrades Urban System Upgrades Rural System Upgrades Freight Congestion Mitigation 
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and Air Quality Transportation Alternatives Railroad Crossings Planning State 

Transportation Infrastructure Bank Preventative Maintenance and Operations 

All documents for this plan will be available to the public for 21 days in order for 

residents to review and comment . All comments received before the closing date of 

Aug 16 will be considered. In addition to the online document, eight Regional Public 

Information Meetings will be held across the state in August. The meetings will begin at 5 

p.m. with a brief presentation and follow with reviews and comments from the public on 

the updated STIP until 7 p.m. Here are the dates and locations for all eight meetings: 

Thursday, Aug 4, 2016  Upper Savanah Council of Governments - 430 Helix 

Road, Greenwood, SC 29646 Monday, Aug 8, 2016   Central Midlands Council of 

Governments - 236 Stoneridge Drive, Columbia, SC  29210 Tuesday, Aug9, 

2016 Greenville County Square - Suite 400, 301 University Ridge, Greenville, SC  2960  

Thursday, Aug11, 2016  Catawba Regional Council of Governments - 215 Hampton 

Street, #200, Rock Hill, SC  29730 Monday, Aug 15, 2016   Pee  Dee Council of 

Governments - 2314 Pisgah Road, Florence, SC 2950 Monday, Aug 15, 2016                  

 Horry-Georgetown Technical College Administration Building  (Building 200) President’s 

Board Room 2050 U.S. 501, Conway, SC 29526  Tuesday, Aug 16, 2016                  

Berkeley-Charleston-Dorchester Council of Government - 1362 McMillan Avenue, Suite 

100  North Charleston, SC  29405  Tuesday, Aug 16, 2016  Lower Savannah Council of 

Governments  - 2748 Wagener Road, Aiken, SC  2980 SCDOT may issue a final plan at 

any time after the close of the comment period.  For more information on the STIP or for 

contact information on where to send comments, please visit the SCDOT 

 

 

 

Aug. 26, 2016 

 

 

If you live within Greenville city limits and play Pokemon Go, city officials said taking a 

simple household safety measure may allow you to catch a rare monster. 

Below is what the city posted on Facebook on Friday: “Spread the word! We are trying 

to confirm reports that the signs of a smoke detector test may cause the PokemonGo 

app to spawn a rare Charizard. Test your smoke detectors and let us know!! Thanks, 

pokemon!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://info.scdot.org/PressRelease/Lists/Posts/Post.aspx?ID=2335
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Sept. 4, 2016 

 

Government statistics show that airfares for Charleston, South Carolina, have been 

dropping in recent years. The Post and Courier newspaper (http://goo.gl/DvV61e ) 

reports that the average cost to fly out of the Charleston airport fell to around $381 in 

the first quarter of 2016. The newspaper cited U.S. Department of Transportation statistics. 

That's a drop of about 17 percent since the same time in 2011. It's also about a 4 

percent drop from the same time last year. Charleston International Airport is the busiest 

in South Carolina. The trend for Charleston owes to increased competition and lower 

fuel costs. Airfares are also dropping around the country. 

 

 

 

Sept. 7, 2016 

 

 

Members of Upstate Black Lives Matter said they will host a news conference at 

Greenville City Hall on Wednesday, according to Derrick Quarles, founder of the local 

chapter. Quarles said the group will discuss the arrests of five protesters during 

demonstrations in downtown Greenville back in July. PREVIOUSLY: Police release names 

of those charged after protest, officer choked in downtown Greenville Police said the 

protesters tried to block the entrance to I-385 and that one of the protesters attempted 

to choke an officer. Below is Quarles’ statement about the news conference. Upstate 

Black Lives Matter would like to address the community today at 11 am at City Hall to 

discuss the arrest of the five protesters who sat in jail a month ago today. We would also 

like to dispel any myth(s) associated with our movement that could have a potentially 

detrimental impact on the work we do. We will stand with Fighting Injustice Together, an 

organization who has been on the front lines, addressing the issues, challenging the 

powers that be, getting the results we so desperately be in the Black community. There 

is enough work to be done that every organization should be in partnership, including 

the government. We will briefly speak on some of the expectations we have of the city, 

county and school board. 

  

 

 

Sept. 14, 2016 

 

 

Cybersecurity experts will discuss ways to combat hackers Wednesday at Clemson 

University's Watt Family Innovation Center during the SC Cyber Upstate Kickoff 

Conference. Cybersecurity industries, academic institutions and government agencies 

will have booths and offer short courses on cybersecurity topics during the conference, 

according to university officials. 

 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/32409146/breaking-freedom-march-protesters-plan-to-shut-down-i-385-church-street-blocked
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/32409146/breaking-freedom-march-protesters-plan-to-shut-down-i-385-church-street-blocked
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Sept. 15, 2016 

 

 

Members of South Carolina's delegation are heralding a U.S. House vote to temporarily 

halt the transfer of more detainees from Guantanamo Bay prison. The White House has 

already said President Barack Obama will veto the measure, which would bar the 

federal government from spending money on any prisoner transfers. South Carolina 

Republicans have spoken out against closing the prison, in part because a site near 

Charleston is under consideration as a potential future home for detainees. A Defense 

Department team has already surveyed the naval brig. U.S. Rep. Joe Wilson was the first 

South Carolina Republican to co-sponsor the bill. On the House floor, he said Thursday 

the president had been "reckless" in moving detainees from the prison in efforts to fulfill a 

campaign promise to close it. 

 

 

Sept. 20, 2016 

 

 

A sales promotion at a popular retail chain is causing a stir with some shoppers, who 

think the promotion is profane. Rue 21 is currently having its “Bad A$$ Sale” in stores and 

on its website. FOX Carolina reached out to the retailer after receiving several 

complaints from shoppers who were offended by the signs. Deanna Tomaselli, the 

media relations manager for Rue 21, said the phrase “bad ass” describes the retailer’s 

corporate culture and is neither profane nor indecent. Below is Tomaselli’s full 

statement. Thanks for your note. Yes, our Bad A$$ signs are creating quite the buzz. No 

doubt about it, rue21 is a Bad A$$ company that delivers fun, fresh and edgy fashion to 

millions of customers via ecommerce and our 1,200 stores throughout this great nation. 

But for the record, the phrase “bad ass” means an uncompromising person, which 

describes our corporate culture and our customers to a T. We are uncompromising in 

value, uncompromising in fashion and uncompromising in fun. And on a legal note, the 

phrase may be slang but it is not profane or indecent; the Federal Government, which 

does not register indecent or obscene trademarks, has approved dozens of Big Ass and 

Bad Ass trademarks, including Big Ass Fans and Bad Ass Coffee Company. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachments 

 

Environment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 29 

PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 
THIRD QUARTER 2016 

 

Problem/Need:  ENVIRONMENT 

 

 

 

 

July 6, 2016 

 

 

Whether you like it or not, geese are a part of the environment.  "They're really pretty 

around here, they make the park look even better," said Spartanburg resident Monica 

Powell.  Many people in Greenville said they don't have an issue with the current influx 

of geese, but do said they are aware, they can be aggressive.  "I guess unless you do 

something terrible to them, you know, they're not really gonna bother you, I have no 

problem with them," said Greenville resident Nancy Washington. But if the geese are 

overcrowding your home, apartment complex or place of work, Goose Busters II is often 

called in to help. The Goose Chasers, as they call themselves, use boarder collies to 

heard the geese to a new location. "After they get done nesting, they go through a 

period where they lose their flight feathers and it's called molting," said Matthew Travis.  

Travis is a goose chaser and he and his dog Macy work in Greenville.  He uses 

commands to tell her what to do. "They get down into something called a Boarder 

Collie eye, and that's very important to have that eye to want to stalk it and makes the 

goose think that there's a predator," said Travis.  But their work is completely 

humane, and if they aren't brought in in time, "They'll start to eat your grass, 

landscaping, they tear up things," said Travis.  He said it will be clear to see if the geese 

are going through the molting process because he says their feathers will look frazzled 

and you will see large feathers lying around.  

 

 

 

July 7, 2016 

 

The Ramsey Family Branch of Greenville County Library System will host a ribbon cutting on 

Thursday for the newly installed Born Learning Trail, which officials said will provide parents, 

grandparents and caregivers a special way to turn everyday moments into fun learning 

opportunities with children. The Born Learning Trail consists of 10 activity stations that 

"encourage playful activity and learning in an outdoor environment," says Karen Allen, Youth 

Services Manager for Greenville County Library System. "On the trail, caregivers interact with 

their young children and participate in early literacy activities in an organic way,” Allen said. 

“The library system is dedicated to encouraging the development of early literacy skills and the 
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Born Learning Trail is another way we provide the opportunity for children and their caregivers 

to play and learn together." The Born Learning Trail at Ramsey Family Branch is the sixth such 

installation in Greenville County. Born Learning is an innovative public engagement campaign 

from United Way Worldwide, according to a news release. The Ramsey Branch Library is 

located at 100 Lydia Street, Greenville 

 

Aug. July 22, 2016 

 

Storms will have the potential of developing this afternoon and evening as a cold front dips 

south across the western Carolinas. Hot and moist air ahead of the front will make for an 

unstable environment, likely leading to the chance of storms reaching the severe criteria 

throughout the day. Timing: As it looks now, storms will likely begin to pop early afternoon 

around 2 p.m. and track south as the day progresses. The bulk of the storms seem to effect the 

upstate between 2 and 5 p.m. with lingering storms lasting well into the evening. Look for 

isolated storm chances to last until as late as 10 p.m. Location: Storms will likely start off in the 

northern Upstate, effecting northern Oconee, Greenville, Spartanburg and Cherokee counties. 

As we approach the 4 O’clock hour, expect the storms to have tracked through Anderson, 

Laurens and Union counties and move over Elbert, Abbeville, Greenwood and Newberry. Later 

in the evening, isolated storms will have a chance of firing up again but look to see the threat 

mainly be focused in the Upstate and northeast Georgia. Threats: These storms will pack a 

punch, bringing damaging winds and hail in their wake. Be on the lookout for winds in excess of 

60 miles per hour and quarter size hail. With torrential downpours expected in some spots, 

flooding cannot be ruled out for low lying areas.    The storm potential will diminish late evening 

as we lose the heat from the day. Lows will fall into the mid-70s and mid-60s overnight before 

once again rebound into the 90s and 80s on Saturday. Be sure to keep up with your forecast by 

keeping it locked with Fox Carolina. 

 

Aug. 16, 2016 

 

A new study released says there are more people with a mental illness behind bars than in 

psychiatric clinics.   Experts we spoke to say funding and resources all play a part, and all say 

more needs to be done to help inmates before they reach jail and after they leave.  There's 

about 75 percent more inmates who have a mental illness compared to about five years ago. 

There's roughly 477 inmates deemed mentally ill last month at Greenville County's Detention 

Center.  "And this is not just to Greenville issue this is a nationwide issue." Marie Livingston 

supervises the jail's mental health department. She works with four counselors and a 

psychiatrist, trying to help the mentally ill stay on track.  "There is not a lot of resources to send 

them too, so they end up here. There's a lot of people who just got their treatment. They're just 

overburdened, on any given day they're going to have 3 to 400 patients or inmates in the jail 

that are affected by mental illness." A new study released by Public Citizen and Treatment 

Advocacy Center says there are more inmates who are mentally ill than those in psychiatric 
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clinics.  "When we think there could just be about 3 to 400 people just in the jail in Greenville 

County and then multiply that over the state, there are a lot more people with mental illnesses 

that are in jails, than we even have beds for in the public hospital system in South Carolina."  

Ken Dority is the executive director of Nami Greenville and says another concern is what 

happens to those inmates once they leave jail.  "The mental health department are seeing 

people every day, but how do they get there? What is their transportation? A lot of issues that 

break the system down. When family see the person get out of jail, they are struggling to get 

out of this maze." Livingston works with these inmates in a group setting and one on one to 

combat mental illness and substance abuse.  "As a community I think we need to offer help, 

offer change and resources for that change instead of just saying people throw away, or 

there's nothing we can do to help. In the long run it hopefully helps our community reduce the 

crime rate safer, make our streets safer, make our community better." And Greenville isn't the 

only jail changing it's ways, 54 percent of jails nationwide have changed their staffing and 

structure. Livingston says hearing how her treatment has made a long term impact on patients 

lives, makes it all worth it.  "I think it's really rewarding and just the calls and letters from people 

saying 'hey I just want to let you know I'm doing good and my family is back together',I keep all 

of those letters that I've gotten and that's what just keeps me going." 

 

 

 

Aug. 24, 2016 

 

When Bartley Sides saw trees, sidewalks and a family environment, he knew he wanted to 

move to the Augusta Street area of Greenville. "I've lived here in this area for five years," said 

Sides, the president of the Augusta Circle Neighborhood Association. "I've seen downtown 

really take off." Those who live in the area call it Augusta Street, or Augusta Road, and many 

call it a mess. "There is a large number of residents who think Augusta Street is already too busy 

for a popular restaurant like Chick-fil-A," he said. Those who live in the area say there's a 

proposed Chick-fil-A drive-thru off Augusta Street. "Now, on the other side, you hear a lot of 

people saying absolutely, we love Chick-fil-A. We know that that is a business that gives back to 

the community," he said. "In the original proposal there will be entrances and exits off of 

Abderdeen and Conestee." That proposal could affect a pet shop, a liquor store and a 

sandwich shop. Kim Corn, the owner of Strictly Nails, says it could also affect parking at her 

salon. "I love our clientele in this area," she said. "We do manicures, pedicures, we have been in 

business for 27 years. We have purses, jewelry and scarves.We were originally at Lewis Plaza for 

25 years." But the salon had to move when a new shopping center and a Harris Teeter grocery 

store announced it would be moving in. So, she's filing an unofficial "no" for a new Chick-fil-A for 

the area. "The biggest concern is the traffic, the parking, the traffic flow," she said. A manager 

of the pet shop said the shop still has a four-year lease. Neighbors in the area said there is a 

scheduled community meeting with a Chick-fil-A developer on Thursday, August 4 at 6:30 p.m. 

The meeting will be held at Saint Matthew United Methodist Church in Greenville 
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Aug. 26, 2016 

 

The Department of Health and Environment Control reported Friday one person could 

potentially have gotten rabies by a cat that tested positive for the disease. The potential 

exposure occurred on July 21, after the victim picked up a stray kitten around the Greenville-

Spartanburg International Airport. The victim says they were scratched by the cat while 

providing care. The cat was confirmed to have rabies on July 26. It is the third animal in 

Spartanburg County to test positive for rabies this year. "Please play it safe and give animals 

their space, particularly wild and stray animals," said Sandra Craig of DHEC's Bureau of 

Environmental Health Services (BEHS). "Hundreds of South Carolinians must undergo preventive 

treatment for rabies every year.” Craig also says keeping your pets up-to-date on their rabies 

vaccination is the easiest way to protect yourself and others from this fatal disease. For more 

information on rabies click here. 

 

 

Sept. 14, 2016 

 

The Department of Health and Environment Control reported Friday one person could 

potentially have gotten rabies by a cat that tested positive for the disease. The potential 

exposure occurred on July 21, after the victim picked up a stray kitten around the Greenville-

Spartanburg International Airport. The victim says they were scratched by the cat while 

providing care. The cat was confirmed to have rabies on July 26. It is the third animal in 

Spartanburg County to test positive for rabies this year. "Please play it safe and give animals 

their space, particularly wild and stray animals," said Sandra Craig of DHEC's Bureau of 

Environmental Health Services (BEHS). "Hundreds of South Carolinians must undergo preventive 

treatment for rabies every year.” Craig also says keeping your pets up-to-date on their rabies 

vaccination is the easiest way to protect yourself and others from this fatal disease. For more 

information on rabies click here. 

 

 

Sept. 17, 2016 

 

The Oconee County Sheriff’s Office has confirmed that a child has been placed in a safe 

environment after public concern over a video being shared online. FOX Carolina has been 

contacted multiple times about a video, reportedly out of Walhalla, featuring a man yelling 

profanities at a child. The video was filmed in May, according to the Sheriff’s Office, and has 

since been posted hundreds of times calling for answers. Officials said they were made aware 

of the video shortly after the incident and became involved. On Saturday the Oconee County 
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Sheriff’s Office posted on Facebook saying the child in the video has already been placed in a 

safe environment and that a safety plan has been implemented in cooperation with the 

Department of Social Services. The Sheriff's Office said the incident remains under investigation 

and authorities reserve the right to pursue further action if the safety plan for the child is not 

followed. Deputies thanked the community for their concern. 

 

Sept. 27, 2016 

 

The Spring Fling Evaluation Committee is looking at possible changes to the decades old 

festival in downtown Spartanburg after some business leaders said they don’t benefit from the 

festival.  For the last 37 years, Spring Fling has been an annual event in downtown Spartanburg.  

Those who attend enjoy free rides, food and other activities. Many people look forward to 

Spring Fling and are curious about possible changes to the community festival, but perhaps not 

all downtown Spartanburg businesses welcome it.  A business survey conducted by the spring 

fling evaluation committee found about 27 percent of downtown Spartanburg businesses think 

the impact of Spring Fling is negative and about half of the three day weekend event should 

be scaled back to two days.   Nick Belmont of Dottie’s Toffee is a member of the evaluation 

committee. He says the festival is big business for him, but understands concerns of other 

business that do not see an increase in sales during the festival weekend and feel isolated from 

the event because of vendor locations.   “I do see that some businesses, especially at west 

main, I think are blocked by other vendors, street vendors."  Belmont said.  He said Spring Fling is 

one of his two busiest events of the year. A little less than half of the downtown business owners 

said they don't attend the festival, although 91 percent of them are open during Spring Fling.    

However, even those who enjoy attending the festival understand why some businesses have 

concerns. Resident Nichole Sellers told Fox Carolina she sees why some businesses see Spring 

Fling as hindering their business.  "It blocks their traffic to and from their business," Sellers said. 

"Hurts them with revenue if it’s not a certain kind of business the crowd would like."  The 

committee is welcoming input from businesses and residents about how to make the festival 

better. Spartanburg City Council members are listened to residents and other business leaders 

about Spring Fling at their scheduled meeting Tuesday night.  Those who were unable to attend 

the meeting can add their input by emailing Springfling@cityof Spartanburg.org.  The 

committee will share findings in the first or middle of October. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 34 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachments 

 

Education 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 35 

PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 
THIRD QUARTER 2016 

 

Problem/Need:  EDUCATION 

 

PSA’s Aired:  
 

 

 

 

July 1, 2016 

 

 

On Sunday, Timmons Arena transformed into an environment of technology, automated 

devices and virtual reality for the second annual iT2Pi expo. The iT2Pi expo is designed to 

encourage interest in science, technology, engineering and math, or STEM education in the 

Upstate's children. The expo in Greenville this year included booths and lectures about robots, 

Google Glass, 3D printers, and more. IT2Pi is a nonprofit, after-school program where students 

ages 7 to 17 can explore their interests in math and science alongside working professionals in 

their fields. According to their mission statement, the group is designed to provide diverse 

technology education and soft-skill training for Greenville's youth. 

 

 

 

July 27, 2016 

 

 

For the first time ever, a female has been selected as drum major at The Citadel 

Military College in Charleston, and she’s an Upstate graduate! Cadet Hunter Crawley, a 

sophomore at The Citadel, is the first female regimental band drum major in the college’s 

history. She leads The Citadel Regimental Band and Pipes which is composed of about 80 

musicians, including upperclassmen. Crawley led her first military dress parade on Sept 9 at The 

Citadel. She was coached by Colonel Tim Smith, who is the director of The Citadel Regimental 

Band and Pipes, just before heading to the parade. Crawley says she hopes to show women at 

The Citadel that they can do anything they set their minds on. Before The Citadel she spent five 

years in the Chapman High School Pride of Inman band here in the Upstate. This huge 

milestone comes amid the 20th anniversary since women first entered the South Carolina Corps 

of Cadets at The Citadel. For more information on The Citadel Regimental Band and Pipes, visit 

their webpage here.   
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July 31, 2016 

 

 

At nearly every gas station in North Carolina, you can pay at the pump. Thanks to the N.C. 

Education Lottery, motorists can now play at the pump as well. A new service offered by the 

education lottery will allow players to enter Powerball, Mega Millions or Carolina Cash 5 while 

pumping gas. Customers swipe a debit card at the pump to get numbers for the next drawing 

in one of the jackpot games. They get a receipt with their lucky numbers and also can get a 

text of their lucky numbers and a text if they win. Credit cards are not accepted. Wins up to 

$599 are credited to the player's debit card. Players pay a $1 transaction fee to the company 

providing the service to cover the cost. Copyright 2015 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. 

This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 

 

 

 

 

Aug. 17, 2016 

 

 

South Carolina Education Lottery officials said players in Clinton and Greenwood won big 

playing scratch-off games. Officials said a Clinton man struck gold on a $10 Cash Reserve card 

he purchased from RSTP LLC on West Carolina Avenue. The ticket was worth $250,000, which 

the man told officials he would use to travel, starting with a trip to the beach. Four $250,000 

remain in the $10 Cash Reserve game.  The odds of winning $250,000 are 1 in 696,000. 

 Meanwhile, a Greenwood man scratched off a $100,000 lottery win in a $5 Ca$h Money game 

he bought from the Country Corner Express Inc. on Highway 25 in Ware Shoals. He told lottery 

officials he and his wife were homebodies, but they were going to have some extra fun with 

that extra cash. One top prize of $100,000 remains in the $5 Ca$h Money game, at odds of 1 in 

480,000.   

 

 

 

 

Aug. 19, 2016 

 

 

Attorneys for rural school districts say legislators' court-ordered plan for fixing South Carolina's 

education system isn't a plan at all, but an accounting of legislative meetings and list of budget 

items that don't address the problems. The response filed Thursday accuses legislators of 

violating state Supreme Court orders and seeks a new deadline. Justices gave legislators an 

end-of-session deadline for developing a plan for improving South Carolina schools, after ruling 

in November 2014 that poor, rural students lack educational opportunities. The districts' 

response to last month's report says two of the four laws the Legislature passed simply call for 

more study. It also contends most of the additional money is distributed statewide, so it does 

little to offset poor districts' disadvantages. Legislative leaders did not have an immediate 

response Friday. 
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Aug. 25, 2016 

 

 

The College Football Playoff is moving the dates of future semifinals to ensure the games will be 

played either on a Saturday or a holiday. The changes will start with the 2018 season and come 

in response to the television ratings for last year's games played on Thursday, Dec. 31, dropping 

36 percent from the semifinals played the season before on New Year's Day. This season's 

semifinals are still set for Saturday, Dec. 31. Next season's playoff is scheduled to be back on 

Jan. 1. After 2018, the games initially scheduled to be played on New Year's Eve, will now be 

played Saturday, Dec. 29. The 2019 games will move to Saturday, Dec. 28. 

 

 

 

Sept. 5, 2016 

 

 

Officials at embattled Hollywild Animal Park in Spartanburg County said Monday things seem to 

be turning around after a rough two years.  Monday the park opened a new education center 

in a building re-purposed to house a new python and hold classes about wildlife.  "One of the 

things we want to have a commitment to doing is using all the resources we have," said 

Hollywild Executive Director Kim Atchley. "This was an unused resource and we've made it 

usable." Atchley added the animal park received a $10,000 donation in the mail Monday. That 

will be added to the funds already raised to help keep the park open and get the attraction 

the updates it needs.  "We've had painting and fixing fences and doing a lot of things we just 

needed to focus on," said Atchley.  In 2015 a fire killed 27 animals, and earlier this summer some 

animals escaped. People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals has been a constant critic of the 

roadside attraction, demanding the animals be retired from the "decrepit pens." 

Despite the trials, staff at Hollywild said the community has stepped up to help keep it open. 

Earlier this year, park staff asked the community to help raise $500,000 by the end of the year. 

So far, they have raised approximately $100,000, according to Atchley. She said she is 

confident they can raise about $250,000 by the end of the year, enough to address pressing 

issues. 

 

 

Sept. 14, 2016 

 

 

Students at Presbyterian College are being asked to take a closer look at themselves and how 

much time they spend obsessing over college football.  The "Religion of SEC Football" class, 

taught by Dr. Michael Nelson and Dr. Terry Barr, looks at SEC Football culture and the similarities 

it shares with organized religion.  "Looking specifically at that phenomenon that fanaticism 

where people truly treat their fandom as if it was a religion," said Dr. Nelson. "We think of going 

to the stadiums as really this is the sanctuary...this is the place where they come together that is 

sacred...they actually come together as a congregation," he said.  Students who sign up for the 

one-credit elective class do a lot of introspection. Some are die-hard SEC Football fans, others 

couldn't care less. Still, the class works to examine where their priorities lie, and it doesn't have to 



  

 38 

be about football.  "For me God is always first but there are some times in life where I lose track 

of my roots...," said Hunter Grover, a freshman.  

Nelson said the class takes a look at different traditions and cultural practices within SEC 

Football, and compares and contrasts them with religious rites commonly seen throughout 

society. Class discussions compare football games to communion, fight songs to sacred hymns.  

"If you're outside of it, it looks clearly a bit irrational," said Nelson.  Both Nelson and Barr are also 

SEC Football fans. The two don't blame anyone for loving the sport and having fun with it, 

however Nelson said that inevitably some class members are changed by the course.  

"We find that many of our die-hard fans that come in, by December, are actually saying 'you 

know what? I have to get my priorities straight.'" 

 

 

 

Sept. 16, 2016 

 

 

Dating, grades, college life and career. A new "how to" book released this summer has a local 

twist to it.  The author is from the Upstate and just about to graduate from North Greenville 

University.  Gabrielle Fanelli is already putting that new career advice to work. Whether in 

college or your career, “how to" books can offer a fresh perspective.  It’s also jump starting 

Fanelli’s career. You may want to remember the name of Gabrielle Fanelli and even have her 

sign a book.  North Greenville University senior broadcast media major, Gabrielle Fanelli, has 

published her first book. This Greer native has written "A Girl's Guide to College: Life, Guys, and 

Career." The book talks about everything from the college experience, dating, life lessons, 

career and money. Fanelli said, "sophomore year, I started journaling my experiences with life, 

with guys, money making tips, things that I was challenged by."  She realized she was not alone 

in her experiences and wanted to share more and inspire others to succeed against any 

adversity.  "There are so many girls in college that are afraid to open up, afraid of judgment, we 

don't want people to look down on us for our mistakes, our regrets," she said. Each page of the 

book is meant to encourage but says, she stumbled upon writing the book by journaling 

personal thoughts as her own counseling.  She told Fox Carolina, "I used it to get me through 

college and eventually I realized there were so many other girls going through things with 

relationships, things in life and I realized that, I have this desire to just empower other women." 

She wrote not only about her experiences, but interviewed others too - men and women.  They 

are real life stories about what others were going through as well.  Fanelli said, one story 

focused on a girl with commitment issues because she never knew her father as a child.  

Gabrielle said, "A girl who did not meet her father until she was 18 years old, and that gave her 

commitment issues with all kinds of things in life such as relationships and even choosing a 

major and a career." These stories quickly got the attention of a major publisher.  The book was 

released in July.  It’s now attracting readers as well and not just women.  Fanelli said, the book is 

unique and has not only real life stories, advice, but also an option for readers to journal their 

thoughts too.  "I don't know of any other book out there like this and I was nervous it wouldn't be 

marketable, and nobody would pick it up. So, I gave the manuscript to two different publishers 

and they both loved it," she said. Gabrielle is graduating in December from NGU, but already 

one step ahead of many of her classmates who are still looking for jobs.  They are fellow 

students who are the first customers to get a signed copy.  North Greenville University student, 

Nayely Valenciano said, "I think it’s awesome that's she's pursuing her dream and it’s like really 
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encouraging for me."  Encouraging and helping one of their own at NGU launch her career 

while still in school.  The book, "A Girls Guide to College" is available online at major book 

websites.  It is available for purchase on barnesandnoble.com, Amazon.com, and 

christianbooks.com in hard cover, soft cover, and E-book format. 

 

 

 

 

Sept. 29, 2016 

 

 

Greenville County Schools said a special education teacher and teacher's aide are facing a 

police investigation. According to a spokesperson for the district, the teacher and aide 

improperly disciplined their students at East North Street Academy. Both are no longer 

employed by Greenville County Schools and the case has been turned over to the Greenville 

Police Department for investigation. According to reports, Greenville police responded to calls 

at East North Street Academy about teacher's striking students. Upon arriving at the school, 

police say they were told that a teacher and possibly a teacher's assistant had been using 

wooden rulers to inflict corporal punishment upon students in a non-verbal special education 

class. Reports say that there were 6 victims all between the ages of 8 and 12-years-old, and 

police believe that the initial incident occurred on August 16. Police say 3 witnesses came 

forward, 2 of which were teacher's aides.  Officials say police received the reports on August 

31. Officials say the teacher and teacher's aide accused were placed on administrative leave 

and are no longer teaching in classrooms. Just Wednesday, police said former Summit Drive 

Elementary special education teacher's aide Brittany Ann Bell was arrested and charged with 

cruelty to children. Bell is accused of slinging a 5-year-old with autism across the school's 

hallway. Greenville County Schools released the following statement after Bell's arrest: 

"Once the principal was notified of these allegations on Friday afternoon she immediately 

began collecting statements from witnesses, but did not report the incident to law 

enforcement until Monday morning. This principal has been instructed that in the future, without 

exception, she must report an incident requiring a law enforcement investigation the day she is 

notified, and her failure to do so has been addressed.  The parents of the child have expressed 

their support for the principal’s actions and are grateful for her thorough internal investigation 

and her call to law enforcement." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/32944021/upstate-special-ed-teachers-aide-charged-with-cruelty-to-children
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/32944021/upstate-special-ed-teachers-aide-charged-with-cruelty-to-children
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ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 

THIRD QUARTER 2016 
 
 

Problem/Need: QUALITY OF LIFE 
 
DATE  TIME  PROGRAM 

 

Sundays 8:30am  MUD CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 

 

Description:  A church service that airs every Sunday morning.   (30:00) 

 

Sundays 10:30am FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

Description:  A church service that airs every Sunday morning and Saturday night. (30:00) 

 

 

July 8, 2016 

An Air Quality Alert has been issued for the Upstate Friday as ozone emissions will 

become more concentrated at the surface. Limit your time outside if you have any 

breathing issues, and the very young and elderly should do the same. South Carolina's 

Department of Health and Environmental Control reports that as high pressure heads 

across the Carolinas on Friday, conditions will be right for high ozone 

production, especially near and just downwind of urban areas. Thus, ozone levels are 

expected to reach levels that may be unhealthy for sensitive groups. Friday will bring 

back the more typical June heat with highs near 90 in the upstate and 85 in the 

mountains.Saturday will be sunny and hot with highs ranging from 88 in the mountains 

and 93 in the upstate. It will be 2-3 degrees hotter for Sunday, with heat index values 

near or exceeding 100 degrees. You'll want to limit you strenuous activity outdoors late 

afternoon on Sunday. The heat backs off a bit early next week, but highs will still be near 

90 in the upstate. The next good chance for rain comes Wednesday into Thursday 

 

July 12, 2016 

 

Greenville has made a short list of cities for families to move to in order balance the 

responsibilities of both their careers and families. According to MarketWatch, more than 

half of Americans say finding such balance is difficult, and many say it has gotten worse 

in the past five years. MarketWatch said where parents live can play a major role in how 

to balance work and home life. The finance news outlet looked at cities with affordable 

http://www.scdhec.gov/apps/environment/ozoneforecast/
http://www.scdhec.gov/apps/environment/ozoneforecast/
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/4-affordable-cities-where-stressed-parents-can-find-work-life-balance-2016-01-12
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homes in good school districts, low unemployment rates, low crime rates, and lifestyle 

criteria (weather, culture, arts, entertainment and parks, as well as childcare costs) to 

determine the four best places to move for families to have a work and home life 

balance. Greenville made this list. Below is MarketWatch’s assessment of the Upstate 

city. “The town of roughly 60,000 residents has quality schools in affordable 

neighborhoods, and plenty of jobs: Michelin and BMW have a large presence in the 

city; Dwyer-Crowley thinks that this has made residents here quite used to outsiders, and 

thus quick to embrace them. The health system here employs more than 10,000 people. 

There’s also an 80,000-square-foot children’s museum, planetarium, zoo, free outdoor 

concerts downtown on Thursday and Friday nights in the summer and a family-filled 

farmer’s market on Main Street with about 75 vendors on Saturdays from May to 

October. What’s more, Greenville sits at the foot of the Blue Ridge Mountains and has 

nearly 20 miles of hiking and biking trails just though its beloved GHS Swamp Rabbit Trail, 

a green space along the Reedy River. And thanks to an average commute that’s under 

20 minutes, you may even have time to take that bike ride with your kids on a 

weeknight. That said, there are downsides, including hot and humid summers and an 

elevated crime rate (though, residents contend, there are plenty of safe neighborhoods 

and people feel comfortable walking around downtown alone at night).” MarketWatch 

also included these figures related to life in Greenville. 

 

 

July 17, 2016 

 

The nice feel to the air will leave us toward late week as humidity rises and so do 

temperatures. We’re watching the coast closely for this weekend as a tropical system 

could be moving in. Sunny skies will dominate Tuesday with highs in the low 80s in the 

Upstate and upper 70s in the mountains. The breeze stays light from the southwest. An 

air quality alert will be in effect for Tuesday for all of our Upstate counties. This is due to 

high ground level ozone levels, which may make vigorous outdoor activities difficult for 

people with asthma or respiratory problems. Wednesday will bring more sunshine and 

slightly warmer and more humid conditions. A few storms could pop in the mountains, 

but the Upstate and northeast GA should stay dry. The heat will become uncomfortable 

toward late week as highs approach 90 in the Upstate. Slight chances for rain will return 

this weekend as a possible tropical system approaches the coast. Right now there is a 

lot of uncertainty, but the majority of our computer models show a weak system coming 

in to bring rain and some gusty winds along the coast for Saturday and Sunday. Most of 

the rain would miss us, but we could see some stray showers and t-storms over the 

weekend as a result. If the storm develops if would be called “Bonnie”. 
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July 27, 2016 

 

Mike Simpson cried as his wife was sentenced to life in prison for killing their children in 

their South Carolina home. He has one of the bullets fired still in his skull, but he has lost 

almost all his memories of his 7-year-old daughter and 5-year-old son. A jury found 

Suzanna Simpson, 38, guilty of two counts of murder Thursday along with attempted 

murder for trying to kill her husband. Circuit Judge Brian Gibbons immediately handed 

down the harshest sentence he could, saying Simpson deserved it. All the while, Mike 

Simpson, in a wheelchair and with almost no short-term memory, dabbed away tears. 

His mother told the judge he was an amazing fighter, surviving not just more than one 

gunshot to his head, but the unimaginable grief of losing his kids and becoming 

dependent on others. "His whole family has been taken away from him," Allison Simpson 

said. The case is another example of guns and mental illness intersecting in a country 

that struggles with both. One month before the killings in this county of 120,000 people, 

the same prosecutors, defense lawyers and even psychologist were in the same 

courtroom. Susan Hendricks, a woman with multiple personalities, pleaded guilty but 

mentally ill and received a life sentence for killing her two adult sons, her ex-husband 

and her stepmother. A year before the latest killings, Suzanna Simpson spent six days in 

the hospital for severe mental illness and her doctors urged her husband to get all of the 

guns out of their house for safety. But about a year later, Simpson woke up at 4 a.m., put 

on a headband with a small light, worked the combination on the gun safe and 

ambushed her husband, and their 7-year-old daughter and 5-year-old son as they slept. 

She said she tried to kill herself but loaded the wrong ammunition in the gun. Simpson 

told a psychiatrist she thought the whole family would be reincarnated in a better 

world. Simpson had little reaction after being sent away for life, mouthing "bye" to her 

family as she walked out of court. Psychiatrists said she is on medication to treat bipolar 

disorder and other conditions. Her lawyer, John Mauldin, said in his closing statement 

that society must start doing better with its most vulnerable people. "We've got to stop 

turning our back on mental illness," Mauldin said. "We've got to start somewhere." 

Mauldin also was the defense lawyer for Hendricks, who prosecutors said killed her 

family for $700,000 in life insurance. Mauldin said Hendricks was consumed by a mental 

illness made worse through a childhood of abuse by both parents. In Simpson's case, 

prosecutors said there are clues that show while she was mentally ill, she knew what she 

was doing. She wore the headlamp and loaded the gun in the laundry room to not 

wake anyone up. She shot her husband first so he couldn't save the kids. And after 

loading the gun right, she managed to put in the wrong ammunition when it was time 

to kill herself. "She might not have been able to control herself," prosecutor Betty Strom 

said. "But she knew what she was doing was wrong." After less than two hours of 

deliberations, the jury asked the judge to tell them the difference between guilty and 

guilty but mentally ill. The judge reread his charge. Maudlin asked the judge to throw 

out the verdict since the jury showed no sign Simpson was mentally ill. Every psychiatrist 

who testified - four in all - said she suffered from serious illnesses that require medication. 
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Gibbons refused.  Strom pointed out people with mental illness can still hold jobs - 

Simpson worked at a bank for years - and raise a family. The kids were well taken care 

of, their school reported. Simpson first was diagnosed with depression in college, and 

her mental problems worsened after having children. Psychiatrist Jeff Smith started 

treating her in 2010, seeing her 34 times in three years. The last time was in February 

2013, when he said she appeared in great shape and scheduled a follow up in four 

months. The killings happened three months later. "In my 26 years of practice, I have 

never had anything surprise me as much as this case did," Smith said. A motive has 

eluded authorities. Prosecutors pointed out that she told family members her husband 

has said "it was over" because she couldn't properly take care of her children. Her 

lawyer said Simpson was hearing voices, so no explanation is going to make sense. 

 

Aug. 3, 2016 

 

Brenda McCannon of Canton, won the prize of a lifetime after trying her luck in a new 

lottery game. McCannon played the new lottery game, Lucky For Life on Monday and 

won the second prize $25,000 A Year For Life. When McCannon’s husband told her she 

won, she couldn’t believe it. “It’s overwhelming,” McCannon said. “I’ve never seen so 

much money.” The first thing she plans to do is get a van that will hold her 15 

grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. McCannon claimed her prize on Tuesday. 

Players who win the game’s top prize of $1,000 a day for life or the second prize of 

$25,000 a year for life can collect the payment for as long as they live. McCannon also 

had the option of getting a lump sum of $390,000, but she chose the cash option. After 

federal and state tax withholdings, she took home $265,853. McCannon bought the $2 

Quick Pick ticket at Lankfords Grocery on North Main Street in Canton. She matched all 

five white balls, beating the odds of one in 1.8 million to win the game’s second prize. 

 

 

Aug. 5, 2016 

 

Cynthia Mace said her eyes are red and irritated.  That's what happened to her this 

week, so she went to see an allergist at the Allergic Disease and Asthma Center in 

Spartanburg. "I really enjoy being outside," Mace said. "I help my daughter with her 

horses and I have a garden." But lately, when she's been outside, she's noticed 

something different with her breathing. "The intensity of the heat is crazy," she said. "And 

you're puffing and huffing and it's like you can't catch your breath." Dr. Emmanuel 

Sarmiento is an allergist at the Allergic Disease and Asthma Center. He said Mace is 

having a reaction to the heat and air quality. "It gets irritating to the respiratory 
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passages," Sarmiento said. State health officials with the Department of Health and 

Environmental Control issued an orange ozone alert on Wednesday for counties in the 

Upstate. An orange alert is issued when unhealthy ozone levels form and react to 

chemicals from car exhausts, as well as polluted air on hot, sunny days. "The sensitive 

groups are really the young children, the elderly and people who suffer from any 

respiratory illness like asthma, emphysema, COPD (Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary 

Disease)," Sarmiento said. And when the ozone levels are high, Sarmiento said he sees 

more patients with the same symptoms as Mace. "People may have symptoms like 

coughing, wheezing," Sarmiento said. He said parents should also pay close attention to 

their children because of the heat. "Their lungs are not mature, they're still growing and 

developing. So, really and truly they could have a lot of irritation," he said. "So here's a 

tip, on a hot sunny day when there's no wind, stay indoors." 

 

 

Aug. 18, 2016 

 

Through a generous donation by the Spartanburg Kennel Club, first responders 

throughout the county now have a way to revive pets after a house fire or other 

emergency. 61 pet oxygen kits were donated to area firefighters and police K9 units.  

The kits, which each come with three oxygen masks and an oxygen tank, were 

purchased by the Spartanburg Kennel Club with funds they raised through various 

activities. The kennel club puts on dog shows and raises money for the Spartanburg 

Humane Society, as well as scholarships for veterinary students.  Each kit comes with a 

large, medium and small mask, so it can fit on virtually any pet mammal firefighters and 

first responders may come across.  "We got the idea from the Hendersonville Kennel 

Club," said Jim Rathbun, vice president of the Spartanburg Kennel Club. "Animals are 

out family, too. We want to try to keep them around as long as possible." Firefighters with 

the Converse Fire Department in Spartanburg said while they haven't had to use the 

masks just yet, they are glad they now have the ability to save animals' lives.  "In the 

past we have not had the equipment to use to try and save people's animals," said Lt. 

Dean Berry.  The kits cost about $100 and were distributed to each fire and police K9 

unit last week.  Click the link for more information on the Spartanburg Kennel Club.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.spartanburgkc.org/index.htm
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Aug. 30, 2016 

 

The son of a Greenville couple had to put his life on hold after finding out his kidney was 

failing, but thanks to a donor he's en route to recovery! David Scott, a 31-year-old 

instructor at the University of Kentucky, discovered that his kidney had been failing for 

months or even years and that he was in end-stage renal failure. Doctors said his blood 

pressure was dangerously high and he and a bunch of scar tissue. His parents, Pete and 

Mary Ann Scott of Greenville, said the news was shocking because David Scott has 

always been fit and healthy. Together, the family turned to the public in hopes of 

finding David Scott a live kidney donor. Greenville couple seeks kidney to save son's life 

After months of tests and searching, David Scott was able to find a donor who was a 

fellow grad student and teacher at the University of Kentucky. Clay Graham was able 

to provide David Scott with the life-saving kidney he needed. The transplant surgery 

took place on May 29. Pete Scott said his son is doing well and the kidney is "awesome." 

He said David Scott has been staying in his town home the majority of the time as his 

white blood cells have been low, but that it due to the anti-rejection medications. Pete 

Scott said in an email "They're working to get his meds all working in unison, but our son 

is out of danger and has every reason to expect a long, full life." The family is overjoyed 

and amazed at how receptive South Carolina and North Carolina residents were to 

their call for help and they hope continuous coverage on this topic will lead to more 

life-saving donations. 

 

 

Aug. 31, 2016 

President Barack Obama is cutting short the sentences of 214 federal inmates, including 

67 serving life sentences.  The White House says it's the largest batch of commutations 

on a single day in more than a century. Almost all the prisoners were serving time for 

nonviolent drug offenses. The commutations bring to 562 the total number of sentences 

Obama has shortened. The White House says that's more than the past nine presidents 

combined. Almost 200 of those who have benefited were serving life sentences. White 

House counsel Neil Eggleston says Obama will continue granting clemency to more 

inmates during the final months of his presidency. He says those receiving commutations 

were imprisoned under antiquated, overly harsh sentencing laws.  Most of those 

receiving commutations Wednesday will be released December 1. 

 

 

 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/31382125/greenville-couple-seeks-kidney-to-save-sons-life
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Sept. 12, 2016 

 

The son of a Greenville couple had to put his life on hold after finding out his kidney was 

failing, but thanks to a donor he's en route to recovery! David Scott, a 31-year-old 

instructor at the University of Kentucky, discovered that his kidney had been failing for 

months or even years and that he was in end-stage renal failure. Doctors said his blood 

pressure was dangerously high and he and a bunch of scar tissue. His parents, Pete and 

Mary Ann Scott of Greenville, said the news was shocking because David Scott has 

always been fit and healthy. Together, the family turned to the public in hopes of 

finding David Scott a live kidney donor. Greenville couple seeks kidney to save son's life 

After months of tests and searching, David Scott was able to find a donor who was a 

fellow grad student and teacher at the University of Kentucky. Clay Graham was able 

to provide David Scott with the life-saving kidney he needed. The transplant surgery 

took place on May 29. Pete Scott said his son is doing well and the kidney is "awesome." 

He said David Scott has been staying in his town home the majority of the time as his 

white blood cells have been low, but that it due to the anti-rejection medications. Pete 

Scott said in an email "They're working to get his meds all working in unison, but our son 

is out of danger and has every reason to expect a long, full life." The family is overjoyed 

and amazed at how receptive South Carolina and North Carolina residents were to 

their call for help and they hope continuous coverage on this topic will lead to more 

life-saving donations. 

 

 

Sept. 25, 2016 

Family and friends were able to celebrate the life of Rico Matthews, the Spartanburg 

High student who died following a moped crash, as they laid him to rest on Sunday. 

Matthews was involved in a car accident with a truck in Spartanburg County on Aug 19 

where he suffered open head trauma and was killed. Spartanburg High student dies 

after moped crash Matthew’s loved ones filled every seat at the New Life Deliverance 

Church in Spartanburg on Sunday, which was open to the public. Our FOX Carolina 

crew on scene said everyone they spoke to at the ceremony said Matthews was loving 

and full of life. Family members say Matthews wanted to go into the navy after school. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/31382125/greenville-couple-seeks-kidney-to-save-sons-life
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/32805594/one-dead-after-truck-and-moped-collide-in-upstate
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/32805594/one-dead-after-truck-and-moped-collide-in-upstate
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Sept. 30, 2016 

Officials said a Saturday crash claimed the life of an Upstate woman. Around 3:45 p.m. 

is when troopers say the crash occurred on Drayton Road, less than half a mile west of 

Spartanburg. Reports say that a 16-year-old Spartanburg driver was traveling east on 

Drayton Road in a Ford pickup truck as a 75-year-old driver from Cross Hill was facing 

east in the median in a Kia. When the Kia made a right turn from the median, it was 

struck by the pickup truck. The drivers of the pickup truck and Kia were both seatbelted 

during the crash and neither were injured, however, the passenger in the Kia was 

transported to Spartanburg Regional Medical Center where she succumbed to injuries 

sustained in the crash on Sunday. The victim was identified by the coroner as 74-year-

old Marlene Morrison Rushton of Tomachichi Road in Cross Hill. The 75-year-old driver 

was charged for making an improper turn. 
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PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 
THIRD QUARTER 2016 

 
 
 

Problem/Need:  CRIME 
 
DATE    TIME  PROGRAM 

 

Monday – Friday   12:00pm COPS RELOADED 

 

Description:  COPS follows law enforcement officers as they answer calls and deal with the 

subjects and victims involved in the complaints and crimes.  (30:00)   

 
 

Monday – Sunday  10:00 pm FOX CAROLINA’S MOST WANTED 

Monday – Friday  5:00a-9:00am  

 

Description:  The FOX Carolina’s Most Wanted airs during the Ten O’clock News on various 

nights Monday thru Sunday and The Morning News Monday thru Friday.   Each segment profiles 

locally wanted criminals and gives viewers a phone number to call to provide information.  

Each segment is 45 seconds. 

 

 

 

 

July 11, 2016 

 

Dylann Roof's federal attorneys filed paperwork on Monday stating they will try to prove 

Roof was mentally ill during the shooting that took the lives of nine people at the Emanuel AME 

Church.  In court records released on Monday, attorneys say they will introduce expert 

evidence relating to a "mental disease or defect or any other mental condition" bearing on the 

issue of punishment.  Roof's federal trial is scheduled to begin in November.  

 

 

July 20, 2016 

 

A Greenwood man was arrested Tuesday on charges stemming from sex crimes involving a 

young child in Cherokee County, according to the SC Law Enforcement Division. 

SLED said Arsenio La’Marcus Byars, 24, was charged with criminal sexual conduct with a minor 

first degree. According to warrants, the abuse occurred between September 2012 and 

September 2015 involving a victim who was under 11 years old. Byars faces up to 25 years in 

prison if convicted. 

 

 

 

 



  

 51 

July 7, 2016 

 

 

Solicitor Walt Wilkins said a 71-year-old Charlotte man was sentenced to prison for sex crimes 

involving a child in Greenville County. Joseph McCalister pleaded guilty to one count of lewd 

act upon a child and one count of criminal sexual conduct with a minor third degree during a 

hearing on Wednesday. The sex abuse involved inappropriate touching which occurred 

between May 2010 and December 2013, beginning when the child was nine-years-old. 

The judge sentenced McCallister to ten years in prison suspended to just one year behind bars 

and five years of probation.  McCallister will also have to register as a sex offender for the 

remainder of his life. 

 

 

 

July 22, 2016 

 

 

The Spartanburg Harley Owners Group is hosting a Back The Blue Motorcycle Ride on Saturday 

to support local law enforcement and benefit Crime Stoppers, according to the Spartanburg 

County Sheriff’s Office. The ride begins at the Spartanburg Harley Davidson on Sha Lane at 10 

a.m. The ride will continue along the perimeter of Spartanburg County with stops for lunch at 

Mutt’s BBQ in Greer and for ice cream at Strawberry Hill in Chesnee.Registration starts at 9 a.m. 

The cost is $10. All bikes are welcome. “We would like to thank The Spartanburg Harley Owners 

Group and RSN Promotions for their efforts,” said Lt. Kevin Bobo with the Spartanburg County 

Sheriff’s Office. “The Back the Blue T-shirt promotion we began in April has raised approximately 

$3,000 for Crime Stoppers, which means we also need to thank the citizens of this county for 

their support.” 

 

 

 

July 27, 2016 

 

 

A suspect is charged for breaking and entering a car in Rutherford County and assaulting a 

detective, according to the Rutherford County Sheriff’s Office. 

Deputies report 33-three-year-old Christopher Barnes of Thompson Road attempted to break 

and enter one vehicle at a residence and moved on to break and enter a different vehicle 

about 7 p.m. Tuesday June 28. Barnes successfully got into the second vehicle and attempted 

to steal items from that vehicle, deputies said. Detective Andy Millard said he noticed the 

suspicious activity and approached Barnes and attempted to detain the suspect until backup 

arrived. According to the report, Barnes then rushed to his green Ford Windstar Van and started 

to drive off with Millard being dragged by the van. He suffered some scrapes and bruises. 

Deputies said Barnes was able to leave the area, but during the investigation detectives of the 

Rutherford County Sheriff’s Office were able to identify and arrest Barnes on June 29. 

The report says he was charged with the following: attempted breaking and entering to a 

motor vehicle breaking and entering to a motor vehicle attempted larceny assault with a 

deadly weapon on a government official possession of a firearm by felon two counts of resist, 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/31709790/crime-stoppers-of-spartanburg-holds-t-shirt-fundraiser
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obstruct and delay Barnes has been placed in the Rutherford County Detention Center under 

a $65,000 bond, deputies said. According to the report, Detective Millard was transported to 

Rutherford Regional Hospital where he was treated and released. 

 

 

 

 

July 28, 2016 

 

 

With the national spotlight on law enforcement and recent allegations of misconduct in South 

Carolina, state prosecutors along with lawmakers and law enforcement are teaming up with 

the goal of streamlining the process for handling police crimes. "Confidence in how these cases 

are handled will be increased," said Walt Wilkins, solicitor for the 13th Judicial Circuit.  The goal 

of the newly-formed task force is to make the process more transparent. The idea comes more 

than a year after North Charleston police officer Michael Slager was indicted for killing Walter 

Scott, an unarmed black man, after Scott ran from a traffic stop.  "We can hopefully put in 

place a consistent, efficient process that is open and transparent, so that everyone knows 

exactly what is going to happen if there are allegations of misconduct," said Wilkins.  

The task force, consisting of four subgroups, plans to look at how other jurisdictions around the 

nation handle police misconduct and police crimes. The four subgroups will carry out new 

legislation involving crime and police; learn how each state solicitor investigates the 

cases; address how quick state prosecutors should get involved in such cases; and deal with 

any conflicts or bias that may arise.  Travelers Rest Police Chief Lance Crowe said the need for 

trust and transparency is extremely important.  "If I got called in the middle of the night tonight 

that we had been involved in an officer-involved shooting, I would immediately start thinking 

'what is going to come next? What is going to be in our parking lot for the next three months? 

What is going to be on national news?," said Crowe, alluding to the current national climate 

and the apparent rift between law enforcement and the public.  "I'm for most things that could 

strengthen people's trust in law enforcement and this whole system," said Crowe.  Sen. Larry 

Martin is currently part of the task force, but was unavailable for comment Thursday.  

 

 

 

Aug. 2, 2016 

 

Georgia's highest court has ruled that the Ku Klux Klan's lawsuit over its bid to `adopt' a highway 

can continue. In a unanimous decision announced Tuesday, the Supreme Court of Georgia 

dismissed the state's appeal of a lower court ruling. Court officials say the Georgia Department 

of Transportation failed to follow the correct procedures in filing its appeal. In a summary of the 

ruling, the court called its decision a "partial victory" for the KKK, saying it means the group's 

lawsuit against Georgia may proceed to trial. The north Georgia KKK group sued the state after 

it denied the group's application to participate in Georgia's "Adopt-A-Highway" program, 

which enlists volunteer groups to clean up roadside litter. The American Civil Liberties Union 

Foundation sued on the KKK's behalf, saying its free speech rights were violated. 
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Aug. 4, 2016 

 

 

A former Anderson County administrator has been ordered to repay earnings from a Ponzi 

scheme that bilked investors out of $60 million dollars. Former Anderson County councilman 

Ronnie Wilson was sentenced in 2012 for his role in the scene. Wilson pleaded guilty to two 

counts of mail fraud after duping more than 900 investors into thinking they were purchasing 

silver. Joey Preston, the former county administrator, is accused of investing money in the 

scheme, earning a return of $1,213,000. According to court documents, Preston admitted to the 

amount being his "just and true debt." The documents state Preston has been ordered by the 

U.S. District Court to repay his $1.2 million earnings plus a 0.68 percent interest rate. 

 

 

 

 

Aug. 18, 2016 

 

A Greenville man has been sentenced to 25 years in prison for sex crimes involving a child, 

according to the solicitor’s office. 52-year-old Gerald Dewayne Powell was convicted Tuesday 

of criminal sexual conduct with a minor first degree and lewd act upon a child, Solicitor Walt 

Wilkins said in a news release. The judge sentenced Powell to 25 years in prison and stated that 

Powell must serve more than 21 years before he will become eligible for parole. In 2012, Powell 

was also charged with willful abuse of a vulnerable adult after deputies said he gave his 

handicapped adult stepdaughter a lethal dose of methadone. The 24-year-old woman was 

found dead in Powell's home. 

 

 

 

 

 

Aug. 26, 2016 

 

 

A federal appeals court has found that a North Carolina voter ID law was enacted "with 

discriminatory intent" and must be blocked. 

An opinion issued Friday by a three-judge panel of the 4th Circuit Court of Appeals in Richmond 

reverses a lower-court's ruling that had upheld the law. 

The 2013 rewrite to voting laws in North Carolina required photo identification to cast in-person 

ballots and made other changes. 

The U.S. Justice Department, state NAACP, League of Women Voters and others sued the state, 

saying the restrictions violated the remaining provisions of the federal Voting Rights Act and the 

Constitution. 
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Aug. 31, 2016 

 

The case against a man accused of killing an Asheville woman and her unborn baby and 

shooting a 3-year-old in the face in May has been sent to superior court, Buncombe County 

court officials said. Police said Nathaniel Dixon, 24, gunned down Candace Pickens and shot 

her son Zachaeus Waters in Jones Park. A jogger found the victims on the morning of May 13. 

Police tracked Dixon to Columbus Ohio, where he was arrested. Dixon was charged with 

murder, murder of an unborn child, attempted murder, and child abuse resulting in serious 

bodily injury. The suspect was extradited to Asheville on May 22. Dixon was listed on the docket 

for a court hearing in district court on Wednesday, but court officials said Dixon had been 

formally indicted and his case was moved to superior court, where additional motions will be 

made before a grand jury trial can take place. Rappers Snoop Dogg and The Game took to 

social media to promote online fundraisers for Zachaeus on Tuesday, raising more than $8,000 

for the boy’s family. 

 

 

 

Sept. 1, 2016 

 

 

Internet Crimes Against Children Taskforce is working to keep kids safe online. 

Rick Floyd with Greenville County Schools says there's no real way to know who you're talking to 

on the internet - 'anybody can be anybody.'  Floyd is an internet safety specialist for the 

Greenville County School District, and his job revolves around keeping up with what's going on 

online.  "If we see something, a trend, we see the kids going to a site we feel is inappropriate, 

we can block it right away on our end," Floyd said.  Floyd said he used to be an Internet Crimes 

Against Children investigator. "When I was in law enforcement, I was that cute little boy and girl, 

12, 13, 14 year old... and these bad guys that we arrested, thought I was that age," Floyd said.  

The platforms that children are being targeted through are what he said has significantly 

changed since he was an investigator.  "It was more on Facebook, and now the kids aren't on 

Facebook as much cause, Mom and Grandma are on it so they don't wanna be on it, they're 

on the new apps," he said.  Apps like Instagram and Snapchat, where pictures taken in an 

instant sent to numerous other users leave kids vulnerable. "Once you hit the send button, 

you've lost control of whatever you just sent out," said Floyd.  He said those pictures could later 

be posted all over the internet.  "Even if they make an arrest, or a hundred arrests, that picture is 

still going to be there for the rest of their life, and I don't think kids think about that when they're 

sending it out," said Floyd.  And that is why he said the Internet Crimes Against Children 

Taskforce was created. Information on the taskforce can be found on the Attorney General's 

website, with resources for parents, kids, and educators including videos. "Probably most every 

county in the state is a member of the taskforce because it provided training, it provides 

education and equipment," said Floyd.  He now works on the education end, he gives 

presentations to parents, faculty and students across the county about internet safety. "If you're 

not involved with your kids, these guys on the internet will be, you know if they don't think that 

you're showing them enough attention, there's plenty of people on the internet that will." To sign 

up for a course on internet safety or to request a presentation, visit the Greenville County 

Schools website.  

 

http://www.scag.gov/internet-crimes-against-children
http://www.scag.gov/internet-crimes-against-children
https://sites.google.com/a/greenvilleschools.us/rlfloyd/
https://sites.google.com/a/greenvilleschools.us/rlfloyd/
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Sept. 19, 2016 

 

Union County deputies are investigating after two men forced their way into man’s home at 

gunpoint and robbed him. Deputies said the crime happened around 2 p.m. on Aug. 19 at a 

home on Browns Creek Road. The 79-year-old victim said one man initially knocked on the door 

and inquired if the victim’s grandson still had a car that was for sale. The victim advised that the 

car had been sold and the man left, according to investigative reports. The victim said he 

heard another knock on his door a few minutes later and another man appeared, and shoved 

a gun in his face. The gunman and the man who had appeared at the door earlier both forced 

their way inside and asked if the victim’s grandson was home. The victim told the invaders no 

and that his ailing wife was the only other person in the home. According to investigative 

reports, the armed men stole the victim’s cell phone and then went upstairs. They entered the 

grandson’s room and left with a bag, reports state. The suspects the fled in an older-model 

black Honda sedan that the victim said was very loud. Reports state the grandson did not 

notice anything missing from the room when he arrived home. The suspects have not yet been 

identified. Anyone with information is asked to call Crime Stoppers at 1-888-CRIME-SC. 

 

 

 

Sept. 26, 2016 

 

Police report two people were shot at an apartment complex in Spartanburg Monday night. 

Police responded to one man and one pregnant woman shot at the Norris Ridge Apartments in 

Spartanburg around 9:20 p.m.. Both have been transported to the hospital with non life-

threatening injuries. According to police, the suspect drove by in a vehicle and left the scene. 

CID and Forensics units were called to the scene. No suspects have been named in the case. 

Anyone with information should call Crime Stoppers at 1-888-CRIME-S. 

 

 

 

Sept. 28, 2016 

 

Anderson County deputies said a suspect was taken into custody after a shooting at Townville 

Elementary School, according to the according to the Anderson County Sheriff's Office.  Lt. 

Sheila Cole with the sheriff’s office said deputies had received reports of a possible shooting just 

before 2 p.m.  Cole said injuries were reported but could not confirm how many people were 

shot.  The elementary school is located at 105 Townville School Road near Lake Hartwell. 

Highway 24 was shut down near the school as emergency crews responded.  Oconee County 

deputies said they are assisting with the situation and helping to clear the school.  Deputies and 

emergency workers were reportedly staging at Townville Baptist Church. Medical helicopters 

were also reportedly called to the area.  Cole said parents could come to Oakdale Baptist 

Church on  Highway 24 to pick up their children. Students are being transported from the 

school by bus to that location..  Information is fluid. Stay with FOX Carolina for updates. 
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