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Meredith Corporation 
WHNS Fox Carolina 

 
COMMUNITY ISSUES 

01/01/16 – 03/31/16 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 
Consumer Health & Safety 

An interest in knowing about events that impact our daily lives.  A need for 

information about how to be wise shoppers of goods and services and how to live 

healthy and safe lives. 

 

 
Crime 

A need to know about crime and law enforcement activities and a concern 

for personal safety. 

 

 
Education 

A concern about the money and skills needed to improve schools and an 

Interest in improving student's quality of education. 

 

 
Environment 

A concern for how the environment is affected by human activity. 

 

 
Government 

An interest in how government affects our personal lives 

 
 

Jobs/Economy/Growth 

An interest in the local and national economic outlook and the impact growth has on 

our communities 

 

 
Quality of Life 

An interest in things that improve one's satisfaction with life. 
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The following pages list representative samples of program segments from The Ten 
O’clock Newscast and The Morning Newscast during this quarter that respond to our 
ascertained issues.  Each segment was 20 seconds to 3 minutes in length (except as 
otherwise reported).   
 
The following pages also identify issue-responsive episodes of programs, which are listed 
under the appropriate issue. 
 
WHNS also broadcasts public service announcements, news and weather cut-ins as 
needed to inform local community of breaking news and emergencies.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachments 

 

Consumer, Health & Safety 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 5 

PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 
FIRST QUARTER 2016 

 
 

Problem/Need:  CONSUMER, HEALTH & SAFETY 

 
DATE    TIME   PROGRAM 

 

Saturdays   6:30am   TODAY’S HOMEOWNER 

(airs weekly) 

 

Description: A half-hour weekly television show that features information on how to maintain 

and improve your home, both inside and out.  The approach to home improvement helps 

everyone from the experienced do-it-yourselfer to the first time homeowner. Projects are taken 

from start to finish in each weekly episode. (30:00)  
 

 

PSA’s Aired:  BRAINHEALTH.GOV 
 

 

 

Jan. 4, 2016 

 

A newborn baby boy was found wrapped in a plastic bag, and a blanket in a trash can 

on Chaney Street in Greenville in April 2014.  Police surrounded the home and later charged 

the baby's mother, Sharon Ferguson, with attempted murder and child neglect. She remains 

jailed to this day, but family say Ferguson needs mental health care.   "She can't fight for herself, 

she can't be a voice for herself," Traci Fant said.  The Ferguson family has asked Fant, founder of 

Freedom Fighters, to be her voice and their voices too.  "Sharon Ferguson is mentally ill. She 

does suffer mental illness and we don't feel like she's being treated fairly," Fant said.  Fant said 

that Ferguson does not understand the charges against her.   Family members said doctors 

have diagnosed Ferguson with schizophrenia and bipolar disorder. She's being held at the 

Greenville County Detention Center.  "If she was in a mental facility, a mental health facility, 

that they would see that she's taking her medication, that she's being cared for," Fant said.  In 

May, investigators in Rock Hill, charged Tara Ostrowski with child neglect after she confessed to 

burying her newborn in her backyard. Investigators say the baby died and had 

methamphetamine in his system. A judge gave her three years of probation and 

recommended drug treatment.  "Make all the punishment fit the crimes," Fant said.  The family 

also cites the Jessica Blackham case. In that case, a woman gave birth in a bathroom stall at 

the BI-LO Center in Greenville in February 2011.   Fant said in that case, the baby was near 

death when workers found the baby in a toilet.   A judge sentenced Blackham to three years of 

probation with drug and alcohol counseling.  "All three women gave birth and abandoned 

their babies and no doubt about that, that is wrong," Fant said.  In a statement to FOX Carolina, 

13th Circuit Solicitor Walt Wilkins said, "The facts are different and you can't compare one case 

to another. The case is being evaluated and so are issues of competency."  "She doesn't 

understand what's going on. The other two women, they understood what was going on and 

that's the difference," Fant said.  Reports show the other women said they didn't know they 
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were pregnant and neither did Ferguson.  Ferguson's family members said Sharon Ferguson did  

not have drugs in her system and neither did her baby when he was found. The Ferguson family 

adopted the baby boy and said he's doing fine.  A trial date has not been set. 

 

Jan. 8, 2016 

 

The health department in Union County is investigating an elementary school where about 100 

students got sick with stomach pains.  Local media outlets report the principal at Antioch 

Elementary School in Matthews said in a recorded phone message to parents that the health 

department took samples from the school and hopes to complete tests in 48 hours to see what 

is making students sick.  The message Thursday said about 100 students have complained of 

vomiting and cramps.  The school plans to remain open Friday.  The principal is asking parents 

to remind their children how important it is to wash their hands. 

 

Jan. 19, 2016 

Space heaters and fire wood are two items the owner of the Ace Hardware on Woodruff 

Road, thinks customers will be clearing off the shelves as the chill in the air continues.  "Faucet 

protectors are the first thing, door insulation, weather stripping, we also sell more gloves," said 

Chris O'brien.   O'brien is the owner of the Ace Hardware and he said this is the time of year he 

keeps stock in many winter related items. "Firewood, kerosene heaters, if we think there's a 

potential for a power outage, we'll keep more of that stuff on hand," said O'brien.  He said he 

even had a family come in this weekend buying sleds as they anticipate some winter weather. 

 "Last year we had a lot of cold weather, the year before we had a ton of cold weather, so 

there's an excitement in the air, almost like Christmas in January, when you get that kind of 

energy and buzz about the weather."  But with that excitement, also comes concern.  As the 

digits on your thermostat go down, fire officials push for home safety goes up.  

"Around the county there have been, several fires caused by axillary heating systems, people 

just aren't aware, of the dangers that these present," said Trent Cason the Deputy Fire Marshal 

for the Boiling Springs Fire District.  On Monday night a fire a broke out at a home in Greer, the 

fire marshall there said they believe it was caused by a generator.  Cason said another source 

of fires this time of year are space and kerosene heaters."Close to curtains and flammable 

objects and stuff like that. And people using the wrong fuel in kerosene heaters, we highly 

recommend people that if you do use a kerosene heater get a different color container to 

store the fuel in."  He said you should keep the heaters at least 36 inches away from anything 

flammable, especially furniture, curtains and clothing 
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Jan. 20, 2016 

 

With winter weather approaching, the South Carolina Fire Marshal urges citizens to be safe.  

State Fire Marshal Bert Polk said more house fires occur during the winter months than any other 

time of the year.  “In our state, during last year’s winter months, there were 21 fatal fires resulting 

in 46 fire deaths. Our records indicate just about a third of those fatalities were heating related,” 

Polk said.  According to fire officials, South Carolinians can reduce their risks of becoming a fire 

casualty by following these safety tips: Only use kerosene heaters and space heaters 

according to the manufacturer’s instructions.  Inspect the heater for cracked or broken plugs. If 

frayed, worn, or damaged, do not use the heater.  Never leave a heater unattended. Turn it off 

when leaving a room.  Don’t let pets or children play too close to heaters.  Keep the unit on a 

flat surface at least three feet away from anything that can burn.  Always plug the space 

heater directly into the wall. Don’t use an extension cord or power strip.  Be careful when using 

candles. Never use if oxygen is used in the home.  Have flashlights ready to use in case of a 

power outage.  Make sure the fireplace has a sturdy screen to stop sparks from flying into the 

room.  Do not use the kitchen oven to heat the home.  Smoke alarms should be installed on 

every level of the home and inside and outside sleeping areas. 

 

 

Jan. 22, 2016 

 

As thousands in the Carolinas battle winter weather and power outages, Duke Energy is 

reminding customers to stay safe.  Duke Energy said if you lose power during the storm, 

customers can call 1-800-POWERON or text OUT to 57801. To check the status of outages, 

visit duke-energy.com/winterstorms.  Officials shared these tips to ensure safety during a storm: 

Check on family members, friends and neighbors who have special medical needs or who are 

elderly, to ensure they have necessary emergency supplies. Check on family members, friends 

and neighbors who have special medical needs or who are elderly, to ensure they have 

necessary emergency supplies. Determine now what action you would take in the event of an 

extended power outage. Do not heat homes with a gas grill or bring a generator inside. Such 

equipment should be operated only outdoors, and only in well-ventilated areas. Manufacturer 

instructions should be followed. Charge your phones, laptops and other electronic devices. 

Avoid any sagging or downed power lines as they may still be active. 

 

 

Jan. 26, 2016 

The hoverboard may have been one of this year's hottest holiday gifts, but it's also landed 

many kids, and their parents, in the emergency room.  The Consumer Product Safety 

Commission announced Monday evening it was investigating 22 reported hoverboard fires 

across 17 states.  According to the website saferproducts.gov, around 70 emergency room 

visits were recorded on Monday due to the popular transportation devices.  Many people have 

reported fires, which reportedly start because of heating problems with the lithium battery 

inside the board.  Others said they have suffered major injuries such as concussions.  FOX 

Carolina spoke to a doctor and a safety educator about the consequences of hopping on this 

popular ride.  "Hoverboards were a huge gift this season, there have been the reports of fires 

http://links.mkt2552.com/ctt?kn=3&ms=ODQ2MDgwNgS2&r=MTIyMDcxNTYwODY3S0&b=0&j=ODQyMzg1NzQ2S0&mt=1&rt=0
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across the country, batteries catching fire, and some injuries from that,” said Dr. Ryan Hoffman 

Medical director for Emergency Services.  Safety educator Amanda Leeson urges users to use 

safety gear, such as a helmet.  "Specifically with hoverboards we're concerned about falls,” 

Leeson said. “We're talking about injuries to the head, concussions, contusions, traumatic brain 

so really wearing a properly fitted helmet, it prevents head injuries 88 percent of the time."  

Experts also suggest calibrating your board before using it. This allows the machine’s sensors to 

adjust to your weight and positioning on the board. 

 

 
 

Feb. 1, 2016 

 

People in the Upstate need to prepare for the chill.  Corleys owner, Chris Corley said there are 

steps homeowners need to take to keep themselves and their homes safe this winter. "Make 

sure you know where your breaker is, make sure you know where to turn your water off, make 

sure you know how to work your thermostat, and don't turn your heater down if you leave for 

vacation," Corley said.   Will Broscious, risk prevention coordinator, said space heaters are a big 

issue during the winter season.  "Any time the temps drop it increases the chances for fires in 

homes because people want to use alternative heating sources," Broscious said. According to 

the National Fire Prevention Association, more than one third of fires in the winter are caused by 

space heaters.  When dealing with a space heater make sure you take it outside to refuel for 

kerosene heaters. There should never be anything in front of the heater.  "It needs to be 

plugged directly into the wall, not an extension cord, another thing is it needs a 36 inch, or 3 

feet space in front of it, so we can keep anything from igniting," Broscious said.   Hardware 

stores are already seeing people buy salt for snow melt. Joshua O'Handley, sales rep at 

Dunken's said homeowners should have their pipes covered.   We already started selling ice 

melt, the forecast is showing potential for ice and snow. So people started getting ice melt, we 

already selling sleds for the optimist folks out there," O'Handley said.  He also said checking car 

batteries is important to making sure your car runs correctly over the winter. He said many auto 

shops inspect car batteries for free.   Checking car batteries, running your water to avoid pipes 

bursting, keeping your heat running, covering pipes, and dealing with space heater carefully 

will help you get through your winter in the best way.  

 

 
 

 

Feb. 26, 2016 

Due to an increase in flu activity throughout North Carolina, Mission Health asks that family and friends 

limit their visits to patients in the hospital. The hospital suggests that children under age 12 and people 

who do not feel well should call patients rather than visit them at the hospital. Mission Health is 

implementing this precaution at Mission Hospital and all Mission Health member hospitals and affiliates in 

western North Carolina including CarePartners in Asheville, McDowell Hospital in Marion, Transylvania 

Regional Hospital in Brevard, Blue Ridge Regional Hospital in Spruce Pine, Angel Medical Center in 

Franklin and Highlands-Cashiers Hospital in Highlands. In addition to limiting exposure, the spread of the flu 

can be controlled with frequent hand washing. All hospital visitors are urged to wash their hands before 

and after visiting. Hand sanitizing stations are available at hospital entrances and throughout the 

buildings. “The decision to limit patient visitations is based on recommendations from Mission Health’s 
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Infection Prevention Committee in a system-wide effort to minimize the spread of influenza among our 

patients. Moreover, we don’t want healthy visitors picking up the flu and then spreading it throughout the 

community,” Dr. William Hathaway, chief medical officer of Mission Hospital and Mission Medical 

Associates, said in a statement. Limiting visitations is a precaution often taken during flu season when flu 

activity reaches a certain level. Should the flu activity level increase, further restrictions may be 

recommended or implemented.  

 

Feb. 27, 2016 

Evenflo is recalling over 56,000 child safety seats because curious children can loosen the 

internal harness, increasing the risk of injury in a crash.  The recall covers Transitions Three-in-One 

Combination Booster Seats made from Dec. 18, 2014 through Jan. 29, 2016. The company says 

in government documents that the central front adjuster button that loosens the harness may 

be within a child's reach. If the harness doesn't fit snugly, that increases the chance of injury.  

Evenflo says the problem only affects the seats when they're used as forward-facing harnessed 

boosters.  The company says no injuries have been reported. The problem was discovered in 

late January during Evenflo's analysis of consumer feedback.  Evenflo is notifying owners and 

will send a kit with a new seat pad and front adjuster assembly. 

 

Feb. 28, 2016 

More than 500 people packed into Covenant Baptist Church on Saturday morning to learn how 

to better protect themselves and their church community if an intruder strikes in their house of 

worship.  “If you’re gonna hide, better be ready to fight, and at least be able to take out the 

bad guy,” said Todd Carron, Anderson County Sheriff’s Office.  Carron currently serves as a 

hostage negotiator for the Anderson County Sheriff's Office, and is a member of Covenant 

Baptist Church’s security team. He led the safety awareness seminar at his home church 

where people from all different congregations from the area attended.  “This time and day that 

we’re living in, we just don’t know if we can be safe in our own churches,” said Cynthia 

Williams.  Williams is a member of Bethel United Church in Pendleton. She said attending these 

days is different in the wake of the Charleston church shooting that happened on June 17th, 

2015. Williams attended the seminar to learn more about how she could spot a dangerous 

situation.  “They invited this young man back to come in and allegedly he already had 

something in the back of his mind. So I want to be safe when I go into the house of the Lord,” 

said Williams.  Carron used videos, demonstrations and talked to the group about what to keep 

an eye out for when people come into a church. He even planted items in the sanctuary to 

show the group how a shooter might do the same.  Tony Bigham, who is a member of the newly 

opened Ramble On Bikers Church in Anderson, said he left with some good advice to bring 

back to his congregation.  “Just being more aware of what’s going on around, more actions to 

look for from individuals,” said Bigham.  Carron said beefing up security is also about knowing 

what to do if an active shooter situation happens.  “One person try to go for the weapon, the 

other person try and go for their knees,” said Carron.  Carron said the main message he hopes 

people took away from the seminar is to trust their instincts above all.  “Like I said in there, the 

hair on the back of your neck stands up for a reason,” said Carron.  Anderson County Sheriff 

John Skipper said his office offers training in churches throughout the area. He added every 

church should have a plan in place and know exactly how to carry out that plan in the event 
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of an active shooter.  To contact the Anderson County Sheriff’s Office about church security 

shooting, click here. 

 

Mar. 3, 2016 

On Wednesday witnesses heard a boom, then saw smoke and flames at a home in Henderson 

County.  Investigators say 4-year-old Easton Gibson didn't make it out and died.  Firefighters are 

also investigating another deadly fire in Honea Path. They say 5-year-old Sophia Rhodes hid 

behind a couch during a house fire and later died from smoke inhalation.  "When it's a child, it 

does hit home," Will Broscious said.  He's worked as a firefighter in Greenville for more than 10 

years and wants parents and children to know what to do if a fire breaks out. "During a fire most 

kids will hide," he said.  He also works as the community risk reduction coordinator with the 

Greenville City Fire Department. He says parents should map out an escape plan. "One thing to 

do is actually draw one out with the child, then you can post it inside the home," he said. 

Broscious said parents should also designate an outside meeting place. "Maybe it's a mailbox, a 

large tree, or a vehicle located in the driveway," he said.  Firefighters use a safety house and 

video to teach kids to walk out of a house quickly if they see or smell smoke.  "But, if the air 

becomes difficult to breathe, or you can't see the floor, then it is always best to get down low to 

a fresh air environment," he said.  Another tip, Broscious says check door configurations at your 

home.  "Ask your child, can you open the door safely? Can you reach locks?"  If you would like 

your child to get a fire safety lesson, a safety house will be parked at the Southern Home and 

Garden Show this weekend in Greenville, which will be held at the T.D. Convention Center. 

 

 

Mar. 5, 2016 

The American Red Cross, local fire departments, and volunteers visited homes in Anderson 

County on Saturday to teach people how to prepare for home fires and install smoke alarms.  

Each year, South Carolina ranks in the top 10 states for home fire deaths per capita.  The Red 

Cross helps more than 7,100 people a year who are victims of disasters, primarily home fires, in 

South Carolina.   Teams of Red Cross volunteers, firefighters, and volunteers from Clemson 

University's Gamma Gamma sorority went door-to-door in the Abney Mill area of Anderson and 

in the Homeland Park community.  Volunteers and firefighters met with families to test and install 

smoke alarms, create a home fire escape plan and discussed the importance of having 

everyone in the household know what to do in case of a fire.   

 

 

Mar. 9, 2016 

 

South Carolina's statewide tornado drill will be on Wednesday, March 9 at 9 a.m., so we are 

focused on making sure you know where to go when a tornado strikes.  Emergency 

management officials encourage residents to practice tornado safety measures in their homes 

and workplaces at that time.  The best approach is to find the lowest floor, get away from 

windows, and get to the most interior part of the building or home. Bathrooms, closets and 

hallways tend to be the best spots.  At Fox Carolina we have windows lining our newsroom and 

it’s on the edge of the building. Therefore we would want to head to the bathrooms that are 

http://andersonsheriff.org/
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more internal to the station and have no windows.  You can email your weather questions to 

the Fox Carolina Weather Team anytime at weather@foxcarolina.com. Stay safe out there!  

Several area Emergency Management offices will also host drills and other activities to 

encourage safety and preparation Wednesday. Spartanburg County will host a Prepare-Athon 

event  to promote awareness among residents, business owners, churches, and groups. 

Buncombe County will conduct a phone drill to test the county's emergency alert system. The 

recorded call will be placed at 1 p.m. 

 

 

 

Mar. 11, 2016 

 

Evenflo is recalling over 56,000 child safety seats because curious children can loosen the 

internal harness, increasing the risk of injury in a crash.  The recall covers Transitions Three-in-One 

Combination Booster Seats made from Dec. 18, 2014 through Jan. 29, 2016. The company says 

in government documents that the central front adjuster button that loosens the harness may 

be within a child's reach. If the harness doesn't fit snugly, that increases the chance of injury.  

Evenflo says the problem only affects the seats when they're used as forward-facing harnessed 

boosters.  The company says no injuries have been reported. The problem was discovered in 

late January during Evenflo's analysis of consumer feedback.  Evenflo is notifying owners and 

will send a kit with a new seat pad and front adjuster assembly. 

 

 

Mar. 17, 2016 

 

Bumble Bee Foods is recalling more than 31,000 cases of canned tuna after possible 

contamination.  The company says they have made changes in their commercial sterilization 

process that could result in a contaminated product, which is why they have decided to 

proceed with caution.  There have been no reports of illness and only cases produced in 

February of this year are affected.  The can codes start with the letter "T" and have a "Best if 

Used By" date of February 10th and February 29th of 2019.  Cans to watch for are 5 oz. cans of 

Chunk Light Tuna in Water, 5 oz. cans of Chunk Light Tuna in Oil and 4 packs of 5 oz. Chunk Light 

Tuna in Water.  For more information you can call the company at (888) 820-1947 between the 

hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

 

Mar. 24, 2016 

An incident report from what authorities called a "freak accident" that killed a woman at a 

Summerville drive-thru Wednesday suggests she did not hit the accelerator prior to becoming 

pinned by her vehicle door.  Pamela Page, 28, of North Charleston, died at approximately 8:52 

a.m., according to Dorchester County Coroner Alice Durr.  Page was at the drive-thru of Biggby 

Coffee on Old Trolley Road when she apparently dropped something out of her car and she 

opened her car door and bent down to pick it up, Summerville Police Capt. Jon Rogers said.  

According to a police incident report, it appears she had her foot on the brake and her vehicle 

in drive while she bent down to pick up the items, but that her foot slipped off the brake while 

she was retrieving the items. This caused the vehicle to move forward and the driver's side door 
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struck a pillar causing the door to pin her, the report states.  The responding officer stated there 

was no sign of an accelerated skid, which he said led him to believe Page had not hit the 

accelerator.  The coroner said Page died from blunt force trauma to the head and neck.  The 

owners of Biggby Coffee had originally planned on reopening at 2 p.m. Wednesday afternoon, 

but then decided the store would remain closed the rest of Wednesday out of respect for 

Page's family.  Regular customers who had not heard of the incident were shocked to see the 

store closed. When they did learn of what happened, they said they felt staying closed for the 

day was appropriate.  "My heart goes out to her family, that's so awful, I'm so sorry," Laurel Lea 

said. "Somebody lost their life. I can go somewhere else for coffee."   "Young people are dying 

really often these days," Summerville resident Judy Katz said. "I think it's just terrible. I just don't 

understand why. When I was 28 I never thought of dying."   The owner said he and his 

employees are in shock that something like this happened.  A friend of the family said Page's 

family was making their way down to the Charleston area. Page is from Blenheim, South 

Carolina, which is near Florence. The friend said Page has three young children, and the 

youngest just a few months old. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachments 

 

Jobs, Economy, Growth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 14 

 
PROGRAM ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 

FIRST QUARTER 2016 
 

 
 

Problem/Need:  JOBS, ECONOMY, GROWTH 
 

 
Jan. 5, 2016 

 

The Greenville-Spartanburg International Airport is warning locals of busy air travel due to the 

National Championship game.  GSP said there is a major increase in chartered flights from the 

airport on Jan.9-11. GSP is offering tips on how to travel through GSP:  Check into the ticket 

counter three hours prior to departure time  Get in line at the TSA security checkpoint two hours 

prior to departure time  Be at the gate an hour before departure time.  Save time by checking-

in and paying for checked luggage online.  Remember that the least expensive parking 

options (Economy lot and Sky lot) fill up first. Guarantee your space on gspairport.com.  Check 

the status of your flight directly with your airline or chartered service.  

 

Jan. 7, 2016 

 

The Greenville-Spartanburg International Airport is warning locals of busy air travel due to the 

National Championship game.  GSP said there is a major increase in chartered flights from the 

airport on Jan.9-11. GSP is offering tips on how to travel through GSP:  Check into the ticket 

counter three hours prior to departure time Get in line at the TSA security checkpoint two hours 

prior to departure time Be at the gate an hour before departure time.  Save time by checking-

in and paying for checked luggage online.  Remember that the least expensive parking 

options (Economy lot and Sky lot) fill up first. Guarantee your space on gspairport.com.  Check 

the status of your flight directly with your airline or chartered service.  

 

 

Jan. 18, 2016 

 

Former New York Gov. George Pataki (R) is one of several candidates seeking the Republican 

nomination in the 2016 presidential election.  Pataki announced his candidacy in May 2015.  

Pataki served as governor of New York from 1995 to 2007. According to his website, he now 

practices law with Chadbourne & Park LLP and runs his own small business, The Pataki-Cahill 

Group, which deals in energy, infrastructure, and clean-tech.  “Former three-term governor of 

New York, George Pataki, brought conservative solutions to a state in crisis, revived the 

economy and led through the worst terrorist attack on American soil,” his website stated.  

Pataki oversaw major spending and tax cuts and the state's credit rating was raised several 

times during his tenure as governor. While he has been a strict fiscal conservative, Pataki has  

taken a more liberal stance on some social issues, including same-sex couples' rights and 

abortion. 
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Jan. 28, 2016 

 

Ellery Owen decided to pay her Christmas gift money forward and others are stepping up to 

make sure she gets a gift in return.  The 8-year-old asked Santa for either a sewing machine or 

money to donate to the Shriner’s Hospital in Greenville, where her sister is a patient.  Ellery’s 

mom said Santa gave her $40 and left the girl to decide what to do with the money.  Ellery 

decided to donate the money and presented it to the hospital during a ceremony on 

Wednesday.  Since then, the hospital and Ellery’s mom said they have been flooded with calls 

from people wanting to give the girl a sewing machine.  The hospital said arrangements have 

been made to give Ellery a sewing machine and her mom is asking anyone who wants to help 

to make a donation to the hospital. 

 

 

 

Feb. 2, 2016 

  

GF Linamar is heading to Henderson County, and with that brings numerous jobs. The company 

will create 350 jobs all the while construct a state-of-the-art aluminum die casting operation in 

Henderson Co. Drawing from both partners’ expertise, the company will produce light-weight 

powertrain, driveline and structural components for the automotive industry.  “We are very 

pleased to announce that we have selected Henderson County, North Carolina as the site of 

GF Linamar LLC,” stated Linda Hasenfratz, CEO of Linamar. “A fantastic workforce and great 

business environment will drive our success to serve customers in the southern US.” The 

company will break ground in Ferncliff Park located on the I-26 corridor in Western North 

Carolina’s employment center. $217 million will be invested in building and equipment over 

seven years, with production scheduled to begin in mid-2017.  Over the next five years, 350 new 

jobs will be created with an average wage of $47,738 per year, resulting in $16.7 million in new 

annual payroll.  For more information on the Henderson County Partnership for Economic 

Development and its role in protecting and building a strong local economy, 

visit www.strategiclocation.com. 

 

 

Feb. 25, 2016 

A touching reunion between a North Carolina solider and his mother was caught on 

camera. Private First Class Michael Oxendine surprised his mom, Barbara, earlier this month 

when he unexpectedly came home after a year of duty. Oxendine has been stationed in South 

Korea. He went to Barbara's job at a veterinary clinic in Lumberton, North Carolina. Someone 

recorded the happy reunion, which was posted to Facebook. It has been viewed 54,000 times 

and received more than 700 likes as of Thursday. Barbara shouts and bursts into tear at the sight 

of Matthew as she grabs in and jumps and down. Unable to contain her job, Barbara even 

hugged the person recording the joyful reunion.  Mobile users click here to watch the video. 

 

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=27216988&msgid=709759&act=HMU5&c=264645&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.strategiclocation.com
https://www.facebook.com/michael.oxendine.319/posts/1689645651304002
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Feb. 26, 2016 

 

New businesses, construction projects, and high rise developments are going up in downtown 

Spartanburg.  The city's communications manager, Will Rothschild said it's all part of a big 

revitalization project.   "It's been the most rapid sustained growth downtown that the city's ever 

had," said Rothschild.   He said the most recent development proposal to be approved by the 

city will be located in the parking lot next to Carriage House Wines. "It's going to be a five story 

multi-use building with 30 residential units and 3,000 square feet of retail space," he said.  He 

said in the last 36 months, they've had 59 businesses open and they're expecting even more to 

come to this area.  "You see little businesses popping up, eateries, bars, boutiques," said Mark 

Johnsen, the co-owner of the RJ Rockers Brewing Company. His brewery has been open since 

2009, and he said he thinks the  AC Hotel by Marriot that is under construction across the street 

will boost business.  "We'll have to figure out how to deal with the typical downtown things but 

the positive thing about it is growth is growth and it's good for all of us," said Tony Forest, the 

owner of Carriage House Wines.   Forest's business sits directly next to the location for the new 

apartments, and he's been open for the past 10 years.   U.S. Census data shows the population 

has significantly grown in size. In 2010 there were over 36,000 people in Spartanburg. The most 

recent data from 2014 shows growth of over a thousand people, to 37,525. By 2020 the city 

anticipates 38,000 people living in the area.   "People want to see a lively, vibrant dynamic 

downtown, so there's a lot of excitement right now associated with what's going on down here," 

said Rothschild.  Overall, Rothschild said there around a dozen projects underway. A new 

crepery on Main Street is near opening their doors and six other residential units are being 

added to a historic downtown building.   A new business office space that will bring about 250 

jobs to the area; it's plans were just announced this week. Among the historic buildings, new 

construction is planned to for two new restaurants and a grocery store.  

 

 

 

Mar. 10, 2016 

 

Essex Weld Solutions is opening an automotive racking product plant in Cherokee County that 

will bring a capital investment of $2.6 million to the Upstate and create 70 new jobs, Gov. Nikki 

Haley’s office said Thursday. Essex Weld USA manufactures custom and standard automotive 

racking products and certified shipping and storage containers to comply with Occupational 

Safety and Health Administration requirements. The plant will be located in a 15,000 square-foot 

industrial warehouse on Ford Road in Gaffney and will utilize state-of-the-art robotic technology 

for high-volume production at low operating costs. Hiring is underway for the new positions. Two 

shifts are available. See more at www.essexweldsolutions.com 

 

 

 

Charter Communications is looking to hire 50 people in the Upstate.   Charter will hold a job fair 

at the Simpsonville Call Center on March 12 from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m.  Interested sales 

candidates should apply online in advance of the fair and bring a copy of their resume to the 

http://www.essexweldsolutions.com/
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on-site recruiters the day of the event.  Complete job descriptions are available at 

www.charter.com/careers.   Potential employees should have a high school diploma or 

equivalent, previous sales, customer service or call center experience.  On-the-spot interviews 

will be conducted during the career fair and candidates could receive an employment offer 

shortly thereafter. Candidates must be able to pass pre-employment requirements including: a 

drug test, education verification/or equivalent experience and criminal background check.  

The call center is located at 2 Digital Place, Simpsonville, S.C. 

 

 

 

Mar. 17, 2016 

Ushers Machine and Tool County is expanding its Greenville County operations in Greenville 

County. Officials say the project brings a $12.5 million investment and will create 50 new jobs in 

the Upstate. Established in 1946, Ushers provides original equipment manufacturers (OEMs) with 

parts and services for power generation land-based gas turbines.  “We are excited to expand 

into this key region of the country for gas turbine power generation OEM manufacturing. We 

specifically chose Greenville in direct response to our continued growth in repeat sales and 

demands for new business. This move will definitely strengthen the relationship with our 

customers and create even more opportunity for mutual success in this highly-competitive 

global market,” President and CEO Donald Lincoln said in a statement. The business is at 6998 

Pelham Parkway in Greenville. The newly-renovated 72,000-square-foot facility is expected to 

be fully operational in the third quarter of 2016. 

 

Mar. 25, 2016 

Companies that make molds and injected plastic parts are locating in Oconee County, 

investing $21 million and creating almost 90 jobs.  Baxter Enterprises and Hi-Tech Mold & 

Engineering announced Thursday that the companies will be locating in a new 87,000-square-

foot building in the Oconee Industry and Technology Park.  The new jobs will be created during 

the next five years.  Hi-Tech Mold & Engineering was founded in 1982 and designs, builds and 

repairs molds. Baxter Enterprises, founded in 1997, manufactures injection molded parts. 
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PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM OR NEED 

FIRST QUARTER 2016 
 

Problem/Need:  GOVERNMENT 

 
DATE    TIME   PROGRAM 
 

Sundays   10:00 am  FOX NEWS SUNDAY 

 

Description: 

Fox News Sunday is a national weekly program with current events and political issues. (60:00) 

 

PSA’s Aired: SC AIR NAT’L GUARD 

 

 
Jan. 10, 2016 

 

The Henderson County Sheriff's Office is warning the public about two scams circulating the 

county.   One of the current scams in the area are individuals claiming to be from Publishers 

Clearing House. The scammer calls via telephone, informs the citizen they have won the 

sweepstakes, and asks the citizen to provide funds to pay for the taxes associated with their 

‘winnings.’   Deputies say citizens should look for these scam indicators:   A requirement to wire 

or pay any amount of money to claim a prize  A request to load a Green Dot or other money 

transfer card with funds in exchange for claiming a prize  The scammer asks the resident to 

open an account at Walmart from which money will be deducted to claim a prize  Being 

contacted by ‘Publishers Clearing House’ in advance regarding prize delivery  If someone calls 

you or sends you a Facebook friend request claiming to be from ‘Publishers Clearing House’  

Another prevalent scam at the end of the year involves callers who claim to be with the IRS 

and demand payment with the threat of a lawsuit or arrest.  Legitimate government employees 

will never demand immediate payment by credit card, bank account draft, pre-paid debit 

card or wire transfer.  You cannot rely on Caller ID.  Scammers can manipulate the system to 

make it appear they are calling from the IRS or a local number.  Never share personal 

information such as your Social Security Number or bank account number with anyone you 

don’t know who contacts you, even if they claim to work with a government agency.  If you 

are contacted by a scammer or are the victim of a scam, contact the Henderson County 

Sheriff’s Office at 828-697-4596. 

 

 

Jan. 12, 2016 

 

Woodruff police are investigating after one of the city’s vehicles was stolen, according to Chief 

Alan Bledsoe.  Bledsoe said the white Ford Ranger was stolen sometime between 5 p.m. 

Sunday and 7 a.m. Monday.  The truck has a diamond plate toolbox in the back and City of 
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Woodruff decals on both doors  The truck has SC Municipal Government tag MG36083.  The 

truck may also have front end damage and whoever stole it may have used truck to break 

down gates from Public Works plant sewer department, Bledsoe said.  Bledsoe said this is the 

only white Ford Ranger that the city owns.  Anyone with information is asked to call the police 

department. 

 

Jan. 15, 2016 

Gov. Nikki Haley is releasing her fifth spending plan for state taxes in a year when there's more 

than $1 billion in additional revenue.  The Republican governor will detail her 2016-17 budget 

proposal Friday at the Statehouse.  Chief questions include how her proposal funds roadwork 

and whether it provides any flood relief beyond what the state is required to send the federal 

government for assistance amid last October's disaster.  South Carolina owes the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency roughly $114 million to cover the state's share.  Much of the 

additional revenue available for 2016-17 stems from years of conservative estimates by the 

state's economic advisers and surpluses that have been carried over. Agencies still recovering 

from Great Recession-era cuts are seeking a combined $2.1 billion in additional funding. 

 

 

Feb. 10, 2016 

Gov. Nikki Haley's budget proposal provides roughly $350 million for roadwork and $300 million 

for education initiatives.  Her budget released Friday sends an additional $113 million to local 

governments, fully funding the state's obligation for the first time since 2009.  The only state 

employees receiving a raise under Haley's plan are prison officers.  Haley's budget incorporates 

her plan for fixing South Carolina's crumbling roads and bridges. Last year, she said she supports 

raising the gas tax by 10 cents over three years if legislators drastically cut income taxes over 10 

years.  The $345 million her budget spends on roadwork includes $49 million from that phased-in 

gas tax increase. It cuts income taxes by $131 million.  The executive budget is a  

recommendation. The House's budget-writing committee is working on its plan. 

 

Feb. 12, 2016 

 

Gov. Nikki Haley is releasing her fifth spending plan for state taxes in a year when there's more 

than $1 billion in additional revenue.  The Republican governor will detail her 2016-17 budget 

proposal Friday at the Statehouse.  Chief questions include how her proposal funds roadwork 

and whether it provides any flood relief beyond what the state is required to send the federal 

government for assistance amid last October's disaster.  South Carolina owes the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency roughly $114 million to cover the state's share.  Much of the 

additional revenue available for 2016-17 stems from years of conservative estimates by the 

state's economic advisers and surpluses that have been carried over. Agencies still recovering 

from Great Recession-era cuts are seeking a combined $2.1 billion in additional funding. 
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Feb. 23, 2016 

 

Gov. Nikki Haley is seeking to sue the U.S. Department of Energy for the agency's failure to meet 

a Jan. 1 nuclear fuel deadline.  In a letter obtained Tuesday by The Associated Press, Haley told 

state Attorney General Alan Wilson to proceed with legal action against the agency to collect 

a $1 million daily fine.  The Savannah River Site's mixed-oxide project -- known as MOX -- is 

intended to turn weapons-grade plutonium into commercial nuclear reactor fuel. But it's years 

behind schedule.  Since MOX isn't operating, by law the federal government was supposed to 

remove 1 metric ton of plutonium from South Carolina by Jan. 1 or face penalties.  Haley 

warned Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz in December the state would be forced to sue if his 

agency didn't start making payments. 

 

Feb. 24, 2016 

 

A Senate committee has passed a bill that would require refugees to register with the state and 

for the State Law Enforcement Division to track them.  The General Committee passed the bill 

Wednesday with the two Democrats voting against it.  U.S. Reps. Jeff Duncan and Mick 

Mulvaney told the senators that they think the federal government doesn't do enough to check 

the background of refugees, especially those from countries with terrorism problems.  But the 

bill faces a tough road. Democratic Sen. Kevin Johnson of Manning placed a minority report on 

the bill, blocking floor debate.  And Republican Sen. Katrina Shealy of Lexington says she can't 

support it unless a requirement to post the registry of refugees on the Internet is removed. 

 

 

 

Mar. 2, 2016 

 

Proper Polymers plans to build a new manufacturing facility in Greenville County.  The 

development will bring $15.45 million in investment and create 87 jobs, according to a news 

release issued by S.C. Gov. Nikki Haley's office.   Proper Polymers will make injection molded 

components for the automotive industries at the facility in Greenville County's Matrix Park.   The 

company plans to build a 50,000 square foot facility that should begin operating in October 

2016 with hiring expected to start this summer.   “Our company is thankful for the opportunity to 

grow our business in S.C. and further support our customer base in this region. The state and 

local governments have been very accommodating in supporting our second facility in the 

Upstate area,” Proper Polymers President Joe Grippe said in a statement.  
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Mar. 4, 2016 

 

Bridgestone-Firestone North America is recalling nearly 36,000 heavy truck tires in the U.S. and 

Canada because the tread can separate from the body and cause the tires to fail.  The recall 

covers 22.5-inch Firestone FS561 replacement tires made from Jan. 25, 2015 to Jan. 27, 2016. The 

company says in documents filed with the government that the recall covers tires used on 

trailers. Tread separation can cause sudden loss of air pressure and increase the risk of a crash.  

Bridgestone-Firestone says its investigating what causes the problem. It was discovered in 

October of 2015 when the company noticed an unusual number of warranty returns. The 

company says it has no reports of injuries.  Bridgestone-Firestone will replace the tires at no cost 

to owners. 

 

 

Mar. 6, 2016 

 

The Newberry County Sheriff's Office said citizens are being harassed and plagued by 

scam phone calls.  Deputies said the latest scam they've seen is a call claiming the 

victim owes government fees and taxes or they will face court or jail time.  In response 

to the scammers, law enforcement are teaming up with the South Carolina Department 

of Consumer Affairs to offer a free identity theft presentation.  Deputies said the 

presentation will cover:  The different types of identity theft and steps to protect yourself.  

An overview of security freezes and fraud alerts.  Popular scams and tips to avoid 

becoming a victim. The seminar will be held at:  Monday, Feb. 8 at 7 p.m. 

Newberry County Sheriff's Office (Drill Hall)  550 Wilson Road  Newberry, SC 29108 

 

Mar. 17, 2016 

Haywood County deputies arrested an Arden man after a chase Wednesday night.  Deputies 

say the chase started in Buncombe County and ended in Haywood County.  Haywood County 

deputies say Barton led them on a chase on NC 209.   Robert Hugh Barton, 34, has been 

charged with trying to elude an officer, several drug crimes, and three counts of felony assault 

with a deadly weapon on a government official, felony assault of a law enforcement of an 

officer inflicting serious injury, misdemeanor resisting public officer and misdemeanor injury to 

personal property, according to an incident report.   Barton was jailed on a $150,000 secured 

bond.  Barton is also accusing of driving while intoxicated and had outstanding warrants for his 

arrest, including resisting an officer and reckless driving from Buncombe County Sheriff's Office, 

Haywood County deputies say.  
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Mar. 25, 2016 

Evenflo is recalling over 56,000 child safety seats because curious children can loosen the 

internal harness, increasing the risk of injury in a crash. The recall covers Transitions Three-in-One 

Combination Booster Seats made from Dec. 18, 2014 through Jan. 29, 2016. The company says 

in government documents that the central front adjuster button that loosens the harness may 

be within a child's reach. If the harness doesn't fit snugly, that increases the chance of injury. 

Evenflo says the problem only affects the seats when they're used as forward-facing harnessed 

boosters. The company says no injuries have been reported. The problem was discovered in 

late January during Evenflo's analysis of consumer feedback. Evenflo is notifying owners and will 

send a kit with a new seat pad and front adjuster assembly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachments 

 

Environment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 25 

 

 
PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 

FIRST QUARTER 2016 
 

Problem/Need:  ENVIRONMENT 

 

 

PSA’s Aired:  NC HANDS (NATURE CONSERVANCY) 

 

 
Jan. 2, 2016 

 

JTEKT North America will make is Greenville County location its national headquarters as part of 

a $1.75 million expansion that will create 27 new jobs, Gov. Nikki Haley’s office announced 

Monday.  Established in 2006, JTEKT manufactures automotive steering and driveline 

components, bearings, and machine tools.  The company employs more than 44,000 workers 

worldwide.  7,000 of those employees work at 14 manufacturing facilities and technical and 

sales centers in North America.   JTEKT has decided to locate its North American operational 

headquarters alongside its Koyo bearing technical center at Clemson’s ICAR campus.  “Our 

operational headquarters in Greenville County and CU-ICAR will provide an efficient base to 

support our extensive footprint in North America,” said Mike Davidson, COO, JTEKT North 

America. “The availability of professional and technical talent, proximity to the majority of our 

production facilities, and the quality of life in the Upstate makes this a great move for our 

organization.”  The expansion is expected to be completed in the first quarter of 2016.  Hiring for 

the 27 new positions is underway. Visit www.jtekt-na.com/careers for more information.  “At CU-

ICAR, our goal is to provide a dynamic environment where global leaders in the automotive 

industry can be located together and work together, and it is exciting to see JTEKT call the CU-

ICAR campus home,” Clemson University President James Clements said. “It’s a win for Clemson 

students, faculty and staff; it’s a win for JTEKT; and it’s a win for South Carolina’s economy.” 

 

 

 

Jan. 6, 2016 

 

A group of children in Spartanburg will meet Santa Claus and then go Christmas shopping 

police officers or firemen on Wednesday.  Spartanburg police said the children participating in 

the department’s “Shop with a Cop” program are victims or survivors of traumatic events and 

from families that are struggling financially. Police said the children might not otherwise be able 

to give and receive Christmas gifts.  "The hopes of the children of this community will become 

the realities of our community tomorrow,” said Marla Drummond, Spartanburg Police 

Department Victim Advocate. “Therefore, it is vital that we all do our part in fostering a healing 

and supportive environment for them today."  The children will do their shopping at Walmart 

stores on East Main Street in Spartanburg and on Highway 9 in 
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Jan. 19, 2016 

 

Greenville’s Mayor Knox White; former U.S. Rep. Bob Inglis; and officials from the Green Ribbon 

Advisory Committee, Upstate Forever and SmartPower gathered at the ONE building in 

downtown Greenville to announce the city’s participation in "Solarize South Carolina," a 

community outreach program designed to help make solar accessible and affordable for 

South Carolina residents, according to a news release.  During the announcement, White 

proclaimed January 19 “Solarize Greenville Day” and encouraged all business owners and 

residents in the city of Greenville to consider solar energy "as a means to power their properties 

and contribute to a greener, more sustainable Greenville."  “When we talk about sustainability, 

it’s not just about reducing energy use,” White said. “In addition to protecting the environment  

and promoting a healthy community, supporting the adoption of solar energy also supports 

economic growth, and is part of the City’s ongoing commitment to making Greenville greener 

and more livable for our citizens.”  Solarize South Carolina is working to get 2,000 homes across 

the state to go solar over the next year.   Greenville’s city council began consulting with the 

Green Ribbon Advisory Committee in 2010 for input about environmentally responsible 

practices in designing, constructing and managing capital improvements and city operations 

in 2010. The seven-member committee also helped shape the city’s Sustainability and Climate 

Action Plan, officials said.  SmartPower is a Washington, DC-based nonprofit marketing firm that 

the city said works with government entities and utility companies to create advertisements 

and marketing campaigns that aim to raise awareness about clean energy and energy 

efficiency. The marketing campaign will encourage energy use behavior change and 

reduction. 

 

 

 

 

Feb. 9, 2016 

A former Spartanburg County deputy has resigned after 25 years of service and plans to run 

against the county's top cop.  Russell Lynch resigned from the Spartanburg County Sheriff's 

Office Monday - the same day he announced his candidacy.  Lynch is seeking the Republican 

nomination for sheriff and spoke about his decision to seek election Wednesday on the steps of 

the Spartanburg County Courthouse.  Along with announcing his candidacy, Lynch discussed 

his priorities and changes he would like to implement.   Chuck Wright has served as sheriff since 

his election in 2004, replacing four-term incumbent sheriff Bill Coffey, and has never been 

challenged in a primary.   Lynch said Wright has created a difficult environment for deputies 

and is not engaged in the day-to-day operations of the department. Lynch said deputies can't 

serve the community properly if they're not led properly.   However, Wright said it's impossible to 

see each officer daily with an office of more than 500 deputies and he has to rely on a hand-

selected command staff to handle daily tasks.   "I am not a sheriff that sits in the office and I'm 

not going to be. I think the people of Spartanburg have seen me out working and I am going to 

continue to do that," Wright said.  Lynch said he wants to empower, encourage and inspire 

deputies in their work.   He also said the department is wasteful with their budget and was not 

proactive in training officers. But Wright said that he has reduced the agency's spending by 

more than $1 million since his election to office. Wright denied that officers don't receive 
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enough training, and added that Lynch had served as the training corporal and never brought 

the issue up.  

 

 

 

 

Feb. 16, 2016 

 

Shoppers with a sweet tooth will soon have more choices at Haywood Mall with the opening of 

a highly anticipated restaurant chain.  The mall announced Tuesday that it is thrilled to 

welcome The Cheesecake Factory, a full-service restaurant chain famed for its wide selection 

of deliciously decadent cheesecakes.  Haywood Mall said in a statement that the 8,560 square 

foot restaurant will open this summer.  “The Cheesecake Factory perfectly complements our 

ever-growing retail and restaurant mix,” said Jamie Wright, mall manager of Haywood Mall. 

“Our ongoing focus, in conjunction with Haywood Mall’s multi-phase renovation and style 

evolution process, is to further diversify and strengthen our property by offering enhanced  

options. This well-known and highly-anticipated restaurant addition helps Haywood Mall 

continue our commitment to better serve the Greenville and Upstate community.”  The 

Cheesecake Factory has more than 180 locations nationwide. This will be the first one in South 

Carolina, according to mall officials.  "The popular eatery is known for its creative and 

innovative menu of more than 250 dishes – all handmade in house with fresh ingredients – as 

well as an inviting atmosphere and delicious dessert selection, including more than 30 different 

varieties of cheesecake," the statement read.   The Cheesecake Factory will open in the former 

Panera Bread location in Haywood Mall next to Macy’s. Panera Bread, a leading bakery 

and café known for its freshly-baked menu items and friendly environment, is open in its new 

freestanding restaurant location near Haywood Road.  

 

 

 

 

Feb. 22, 2016 

 

Michelin is looking to hire entry-level production operators at a hiring event Friday in Greenville.  

Applications will be accepted Friday from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. at the SC Works McAlister Square 

office, located at 225 South Pleasantburg Drive.  Michelin said job candidates should meet the 

following general requirements:  Experience in a manufacturing/industrial environment is 

desired Must be legally authorized to work in the United States Must be at least 18 years old 

Must have a stable work history Willing to work a 12 hour rotating shift schedule Able to work 

and communicate in an empowered, quality-driven environment Successfully complete a drug 

screen and medical exam prior to employment Willing to submit to a background check  

Successfully complete Work Keys Assessment test. All applications and resumes must be 

submitted via SC Works. 
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Mar. 2, 2016 

 

With less than two weeks until a special election in Spartanburg County School District 7, school 

officials are answering questions about a $185 million bond referendum.   Superintendent 

Russell Booker said the money would help the district achieve its goal of creating better 

facilities and learning environments for all of its students with the addition of a new high school. 

which all students in District 7 attend. He said the current high school was built back in 1959.  

The proposal would also include renovating part of the current Spartanburg High School as a 

new middle school and build a new elementary school that would service kids from two other 

schools.  "This is about the building, this is about programming, this is about 21st century learning 

and giving out students the spaces that they need and deserve," Booker said. More than one 

group of concerned citizens are unhappy about the proposal and are urging people to vote 

'no' on the referendum.  Beth Hull with Citizens for the Children's Future is opposed to the plan 

because she feels it will saddle future generations with a huge debt.  The plan calls for a 10 mill 

increase which equates to $40 on a $100,000 home.   Hull also thinks district leaders should have 

sought input from the community before proposing a plan of this magnitude.  "The proper way 

to do this would have been to address the needs of the district before asking for the money 

and to meet with the community and address the needs first," said Hull.  Dr. Booker said the last 

time a referendum like this was up for a vote was in 1998 and four schools were built as a result 

of its passage.  The district's website features a "frequently asked questions" thread that 

addresses many questions about the referendum, to view it click here.  The vote will take place 

on March 15th. Polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.  For more information on both sides 

voters can check out these links:  http://spartanburg7.org/capital-plan/frequently-asked-

questions/  http://www.district7vote.com/ 

 

 

Mar. 9, 2016 

 

Police in Florida say a substitute teacher was under the influence in the classroom.   Holly Joel 

was charged with child neglect, disorderly intoxication, and interfering with school 

administration functions, according to a Sanford Police Department Facebook post.  A school 

resource officer assigned to the elementary school where Joel was teaching Tuesday was 

notified by school staff that a substitute teacher was possibly intoxicated while on duty.  Joel, 

who was employed by Seminole County Public Schools as a substitute teacher, was caring for 

numerous elementary-aged students.  Police determined that Joel was under the influence of 

alcohol and had interfered with the learning environment necessary for education, police said. 

 

 

 

Mar. 19, 2016 

 

Duke Energy's World of Energy at Oconee Nuclear Station hosted an orchid show and sale 

Friday and Saturday.  The seventh annual event is a partnership with the Blue Ridge Orchid 

Society of South Carolina.  Beautiful and unusual orchid of all shapes, sizes and varieties were 

http://spartanburg7.org/capital-plan/frequently-asked-questions/
http://spartanburg7.org/capital-plan/frequently-asked-questions/
https://www.facebook.com/SanfordPolice/
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on display, while society members answered questions about growing and caring for orchids.  

Visitors also had the chance to learn about the orchid's history and join the Blue Ridge Orchid 

Society.  Proceeds from orchid sales benefited the Blue Ridge Orchid Society.  Duke Energy's 

World of Energy at 7812 Rochester Highway is an interactive education center that offers 

focuses on informing the public about energy production and the environment. All events and 

activities are free and open to the public. For more information, contact 864-873-4600.  

 

 

 

Mar. 23, 2016 

South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley and state Department of Transportation Secretary Christy Hall 

held a news conference Wednesday to discuss road conditions and the bill to allocate funds 

for repairs.  Haley called the current system of fixing roads “political horse trading.”  She said 

heavily traveled roads with safety needs are not getting fixed because the money has been 

sent to pet projects.   Haley has called for a new plan to create a steady stream of money for 

roads so lawmakers don’t have to search each year for funding.   The governor wants a $400 

million spending stream for roads.  PREVIOUSLY: DOT director asks money to be used on 

crumbing primary roads. 

 

Mar. 24, 2016 

 

An Upstate mother had been charged after deputies say she and her young son tested positive 

for drugs.  The Oconee County Sheriff’s Office has charged Brittany Elizabeth Daugherty, 21, of 

Westminster with child neglect.  Daugherty was booked into the Oconee County Detention 

Center around 1:07 p.m. Wednesday.  She was released later that day on a $10,000 personal 

recognizance bond.  An investigation was launched after the S.C. Department of Social 

Services notified deputies about a possible child abuse case on January 6.  A drug test 

conducted January 6 revealed that Daugherty tested positive for marijuana, 

methamphetamine and Benzodiazepine.  Daugherty’s son, who is 17 months old, tested 

positive for marijuana, deputies say.  The young boy was placed in a safe environment, 

deputies say.  

 

 

Mar. 29, 2016 

 

A community activist is calling for change after the death of a Greenville police officer.  Bruce 

Wilson, founder of Fighting Injustice Together, said in a statement that a letter will be hand-

delivered Tuesday to Greenville Mayor Knox White. Wilson said the letter was written in response 

to the shooting death of Greenville Police Officer Allen Jacobs.  In his letter to White, Wilson asks 

the mayor to "make available any and all resources that can help our inner-city youth. I know 

that you have economic incentives to bring companies and developers to downtown 

Greenville, but please do not leave our young people behind in those development strategies. 

Please match dollar for dollar the same money that you budget to house juveniles in our county 

jail, and incentives for the development of downtown, as you would for community centers 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/31536450/dot-director-asks-money-to-be-used-on-crumbing-primary-roads
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/31536450/dot-director-asks-money-to-be-used-on-crumbing-primary-roads
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and areas that our young people can engage in productive activities; if we leave them out in 

the streets they will become street savvy and that is something we should not foster or 

promote... A life cannot be replaced; we cannot buy back the life of officer Allen Jacobs nor 

the life of (Deontea) Mackey." Police say that Mackey, 17, shot Officer Jacobs multiple times 

before killing himself. Police have also said that Mackey was a gang member. Wilson goes on 

to say in the statement:  "It may sound strange, and bewildering but the youth I see every day 

are dismayed that they have to play in the streets, while the youth in more prestigious zip codes 

have the benefit and backing of this body of government. The young people, I see every day, 

do not get to enjoy the Liberty Bridge, or the marvels of Downtown Greenville. The kids I see 

every day are focused on just crossing the street without stepping on a hypodermic needle or 

being approached by a gang member recruiter. I’m not suggesting that you are responsible 

for these conditions but I would ask that you help to change the condition, because we all are 

responsible but you bring the purse of the dollar to the table and the dollar has always spoken 

louder than words. We know that parents, must be engaged with their children to create a 

positive and safe environment; but with the fractured structure of the inner city family and with 

the displacement of the male role model in the homes of our inner city youth, we know that 

they could easily gravitate to the negative elements of our community if left by the waist-side.   

If we can build high-rises off the banks of the Reedy River, I know we can build technologically 

advanced community centers that can replace outdated centers and programs in our inner-

cities and abroad. I’m in no way, trying to point fingers or play the blame game: I truly believe 

that we all let Officer Jacobs and (Deontea) Mackey down; it’s going to take a unified effort to 

rebuild, reconstruct and redefine our inner city communities and our most precious inner city 

youths." 
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PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 
FIRST QUARTER 2016 

 

Problem/Need:  EDUCATION 

 

PSA’s Aired: LEARNING & ATTENTION ISSUES; NASCAR FOUNDATION 

 

 

 
Jan. 6, 2016 

One store in Laurens County has sold winning tickets worth $150,000 and $1 million within a 

week’s time, according to officials with the South Carolina Education Lottery.  Officials said 

both winning tickets were scratch-off games sold at the Gray Court Party Shop on Hwy. 14  The 

winners declined to release their names, but officials said the $1 million winner shared a few 

thoughts on what it’s like to become an instant millionaire via the Hot Millions/Cool Millions 

game.  The local man said he scratched the ticket sitting in his car in the parking lot and 

immediately called his mom when he won the last top prize available in the game.  “I was so 

nervous, I could hardly talk,” he said.  “I’m still shaking.”  The winner said he’s used his winning to 

pay off all his bills and his house.  The odds of him winning the million dollar prize were 1 in 1.6 

million.  The $150,000 winner is a Laurens man who won playing the $5 Giant Jumbo Bucks 

ticket. 

 

 

 

Jan. 7, 2016 

 

The Anderson Five Career Campus announced it has received a large donation to help with 

efforts to education Anderson District Five students.  The Anderson Five Career Campus teaches 

more than 1,200 students from Westside and TL Hanna in technical and vocational skills.  On 

Thursday, the Career Campus said it has received a $20,000 donation from Kinder Morgan, the 

largest energy infrastructure company in North America. The funds will be used to build a "Shark 

Tank" room where students can create and pitch entrepreneurial ideas. Kinder Morgan will also 

be contributing as an investor during Shark Tank proposals by students.  “Partnerships between 

schools and business leaders are vital in creating a skilled workforce, and we thank Kinder 

Morgan for understanding the important role they play in the success of our students," said 

Principal Cecil Bonner. "This is a great opportunity for Anderson Five students, and this donation 

will go a long way in supporting our efforts here at the Career Campus.” 
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Jan. 14, 2016 

A Greer man said winning a $250,000 lottery prize came as a shock.  “I still don’t believe it,” said 

the man, whose name has not been released. “I keep wondering if this is real.”  The SC 

Education Lottery said the man’s winnings came from a $10 Topaz 10s scratch-off from the Hot 

Spot on East Poinsett Street in Greer.   The man said he was lucky long before buying the ticket.  

“I feel lucky every day,” he said. “I have a wonderful wife and kids that I’m proud of.”  He plans 

to use the winnings to fund his kids’ college education, officials said.  Three top prizes of 

$250,000 remain in the $10 Topaz 10s game. Officials say the odds of winning the top prizes are 

1 in 696,000. 

 

 

Jan. 29, 2016 

 

Jackpots for the next Powerball and Mega Millions lottery drawings sit at almost half a billion 

dollars combined.  According to the SC Education Lottery, the Powerball jackpot sits at $334 

million and the Mega Millions jackpot sits at $130 million. The next Mega Millions drawing will 

take place Friday night at 11 p.m. The odds of winning the $130 million jackpot is 1 in 259 million. 

The next Powerball drawing will take place Saturday night. The odds of winning the $334 million 

jackpot is 1 in 292 million. Watch the Power Ball and Mega Millions drawings live on FOX 

Carolina. 

 

 

Feb. 10, 2016 

As the clock ticks closer to the drawing for the largest lottery jackpot ever, SC Education Lottery 

officials are issuing some words of caution to Powerball players in the state.  Wednesday night’s 

Powerball jackpot prize is a $1.5 billion annuity.  “It only takes one ticket,” said the SC Education 

Lottery’s Executive Director Paula Harper Bethea. “So if you have an extra $2, go ahead and 

buy a ticket.  But this is not the time to spend foolishly or overindulge. Don’t spend your 

paycheck! Play smart.  Play in moderation.  And please, play responsibly.”  The odds of winning 

is 1 in 293 million, and that goes for every single ticket.  Bethea said two of South Carolina’s 

previous big winners both got lucky after buying a single ticket.  In 2009, Solomon Jackson 

purchased a single ticket for $2 in Columbia and won a $259 million Powerball jackpot.  The 

year before that, 19-year-old Jonathan Vargas bought his first Powerball ticket to win $35 

million. Tickets for Wednesday night’s drawing must be purchased by 9:59 p.m.  The drawing will 

air live at 10:59 p.m. on FOX Carolina  “Good luck, South Carolina. Please, play responsibly,” 

Bethea said. 

 

 

Feb. 17, 2016 

Gov. Nikki Haley is outlining her plans to improve education in South Carolina and fight 

domestic violence in her State of the State address.  But Haley's speech Wednesday also 

includes heartfelt reflections on 2015 -- a year that she said thrust great challenges on South 

Carolina.  Haley says the state of the state is bent, but not broken.  She acknowledges the 

family of slain Sen. Clementa Pinckney in the audience. Pinckney was one of nine killed in June 
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in what police said was a racially motivated shooting at an African-American Charleston 

church.  She also invited the family of Walter Scott, the unarmed black man gunned down in 

April during a traffic stop by a white officer now facing a murder charge.  For education, Haley 

wants to pay for college for teachers who go to poor, rural districts and spend money to 

improve buildings.  The governor also wants to add prosecutors to help try domestic violence 

cases faster.  Haley is expected Wednesday to promote her $11 million budget request for 

hiring 144 prosecutors statewide.  The Republican governor said last week it's immoral that 

police officers represent domestic violence survivors in magistrate's court against high-paid 

defense attorneys. South Carolina is one of three states where that occurs.  Haley's proposal 

includes moving those cases to general sessions court.  Solicitor David Pascoe praises the plan 

as a "big part of the solution."  The Democrat says adding prosecutors will also address court 

backlogs. He says in his circuit of Orangeburg, Dorchester, and Calhoun counties, prosecutors' 

average case load would drop from more than 400 to 300 yearly. 

 

Feb. 24, 2016 

South Carolina's second-in-command is making an appearance at a rally supporting the notion 

that parents should have more choices when it comes to educating their children.  Lt. Gov. 

Henry McMaster's office says he is scheduled to speak on Wednesday at the My SC Education 

Rally. The event is scheduled for the Township Auditorium in downtown Columbia, and doors 

open at 11 a.m.  The rally is being organized by the Palmetto Promise Institute, which 

advocates in support of a variety of educational options, including charter schools, virtual 

schools and tax credit options. More information is available online at 

http://www.mysceducation.org/ . 

 

 

Mar. 3, 2016 

SC Education Lottery officials said a Greenwood man who dropped by the Sai Food Store on 

the 25 Bypass because he was thirsty is $250,000 richer after buying a winning Maximum Money 

scratch-off ticket.  Officials said one more top prize of $250,000 remains in the $10 Maximum 

Money game.  The odds of winning $250,000 are 1 in 696,000.  For selling the claimed ticket, Sai 

Food Store in Greenwood received a commission of $2,500. 

 

 

Mar. 26, 2016 

Hundreds gathered at the Dream Center in Easley for an education gang forum.  Local police, 

parents, students, even the mother of 17 year-old Kejuan Brown were in attendance. Brown 

was shot in February and died at the scene of a bowling alley. This incident sparked 

conversations about gangs hitting the Upstate.   "The community was just shocked, we have 

gangs here in Pickens County...but they're here," Amber Anderson said.  Anderson started the 

program "Operation Impact". It aims to empower the community and help parents stay 

connected to their children.  Stacey Ashmoore, a community outreach coordinator, said there 

needs to be a sense of unity in the household. Many times children will turn to gangs as a 

substitute family. He added it's important to get involved in the community and do something 

http://www.mysceducation.org/
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positive.   Local law enforcement broke out into smaller groups with students. When asked if 

they had ever been approached by a gang, many students raised their hand.   "We have fifty 

gangs in Greenville County," Ashmoore said. "That's too many youths."  Brown's mother is all too 

familiar with the deadly reality of gun violence. Anderson said she doesn't want to see another 

incident like this happen in the community.   "Family doesn't lead you down a destructive path, 

family doesn't put you down and then deliver you to your mother in a box...in a casket," she 

said.  Another forum is expected to take place in three months.  
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ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 

FIRST QUARTER 2016 
 
 

Problem/Need: QUALITY OF LIFE 
 
DATE  TIME  PROGRAM 

 

Sundays 8:30am  MUD CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 

 

Description:  A church service that airs every Sunday morning.   (30:00) 

 

Sundays 10:30am FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

Description:  A church service that airs every Sunday morning and Saturday night. (30:00) 

 

PSA’s Aired:  ST JUDE 

 

Jan. 3, 2016 

A Greenville County fire started Saturday night, claiming the life of a resident.   Authorities said 

51 year-old Barbara Kern died at the hospital after being transported by ambulance Saturday 

evening.   Billy Smith, Wade Hampton assistant fire chief, said he was investigating on the scene 

early Sunday morning.   "We found ash trays and cigarettes at the bed and we also found a lot 

of electrical plugs by the bed," Smith said.  "At this time, the fire marshals came by today and 

were still the process of investigating."  The fire department said the fire started in the bedroom 

and they found the victim on the ground floor. Crews performed CPR on scene and revived 

Kern at the time, but she later succumbed at the hospital.  Neighbors like Ada Wallace said 

they feel terrible for the family.   "You feel kind of helpless, very helpless. I mean something like 

that is happening right down the road from you," Wallace said.   Wallace and her daughter 

watched as the fire department put out the fire. Wallace said she wanted to show her 

daughter how the community pulls together.   "I wanted her to see, look at all the help we 

have, how our community cares, sort or for me, how great our county is. We have all these 

trucks and all these people trying to help this woman and help these people," Wallace said.  

Kern's father also lives in the home. Wallace said she heard from a family member he is staying 

with family during the difficult time.   Kern's autopsy is scheduled for Monday, Jan. 4. Fox 

Carolina will bring you the latest when the results are released. 
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Jan. 8, 2016 

A Greenville man accused of killing a woman he met online and leaving her body in a field in 

Gray Court was found guilty on Friday.  Darrell Raines was charged with murder and a weapons 

offense in the death of Myranda Southern in November 2013.  Southern's body was found in a 

field off Bramlett Church Road on Aug. 23, 2013. She died from a gunshot wound to the back of 

the neck.  She had last been seen alive when she left work on Aug. 19, 2013.  Southern was 

reported missing to Greenville County deputies when she did not return home from work and 

did not contact her family in Florida.  Investigators said Raines and Southern initially met on an 

online dating website and met for the first time in person about a week before she was killed.  

According to testimony, Southern was separated at the time from her husband.   The woman 

who found Southern's body testified that she heard gun shots the night of the suspected 

murder, but never saw anything and didn't think much of it.  A few days later, their grass was 

cut. The person who did the yard work thought Southern's body was a mannequin. Later that 

week, the woman and her boyfriend saw the body and called 911.  Investigators said both 

Raines’ and Southern’s cell phones were pinged in the same location and that Raines was 

caught on surveillance using the woman’s debit card after she went missing.  Investigators say 

they have evidence that Raines used Myranda's debit card on the morning she disappeared 

and withdrew $500.   Southern left behind two children.  The prosecution rested Friday morning. 

The defense did not call any witnesses and Raines did not take the stand.  Just before 4:30 p.m., 

the jury returned a guilty verdict for both charges. Raines was sentenced to life in prison for the 

murder charge and five years for the weapons charge. 

 

 

 

 

Jan. 31, 2016 

A Greenville County fire started Saturday night, claiming the life of a resident.  Authorities said 

51 year-old Barbara Kern died at the hospital after being transported by ambulance Saturday 

evening.   Billy Smith, Wade Hampton assistant fire chief, said he was investigating on the scene 

early Sunday morning.   "We found ash trays and cigarettes at the bed and we also found a lot 

of electrical plugs by the bed," Smith said.  "At this time, the fire marshals came by today and 

were still the process of investigating."  The fire department said the fire started in the bedroom 

and they found the victim on the ground floor. Crews performed CPR on scene and revived 

Kern at the time, but she later succumbed at the hospital.  Neighbors like Ada Wallace said 

they feel terrible for the family.   "You feel kind of helpless, very helpless. I mean something like 

that is happening right down the road from you," Wallace said.   Wallace and her daughter 

watched as the fire department put out the fire. Wallace said she wanted to show her 

daughter how the community pulls together.   "I wanted her to see, look at all the help we 

have, how our community cares, sort or for me, how great our county is. We have all these 

trucks and all these people trying to help this woman and help these people," Wallace said.  

Kern's father also lives in the home. Wallace said she heard from a family member he is staying 

with family during the difficult time.   Kern's autopsy is scheduled for Monday, Jan. 4. Fox 

Carolina will bring you the latest when the results are released. 



  

 39 

 

 

 

Feb. 2, 2016 

Toll booths on the I-185 Southern Connector in Greenville County will turn purple in January to 

support the American Cancer Society Relay For Life.  Starting Tuesday, officials said the toll 

booths and the collectors working in them will be decked in purple and purple lights will 

illuminate the toll plazas.  Beginning Jan. 5, toll booths and collectors in them will be decked in 

purple every Tuesday through Jan. 26, 2016 and purple lights will color the plazas daily during 

January.   Officials said the Southern Connector would also be "taking a toll on cancer" by 

donating 10 cents from each toll collected on Tuesdays during January to the American 

Cancer Society Relay For Life.  "We are happy to support Relay For Life and share the 

importance of what the American Cancer Society does," said General Manager Peter Femia. 

"This is our company's opportunity to help save lives from cancer by taking our message to  

more people and raising more dollars to fund the fight," said Femia. "Together, our efforts can 

make a big difference."  The Southern Connector will also be involved in the American Cancer 

Society Relay for Life in Greenville on April 29. 

 

Feb. 12, 2016 

Twenty five acres of land is slated to be developed for a “quality retail development."  Jay 

Alexander with Windsor Aughtry Company Real Estate confirmed the news to FOX Carolina on 

Friday.   Windsor Aughtry Company Real Estate is working with the family who owns the land at 

Harrison Bridge and Fairview Road.  There are no retail tenants or specific plans in place at this 

time.   They are currently in discussion with city of Simpsonville officials about infrastructure, 

annexation and rezoning. Alexander said although the land is not currently in city limits, it could 

be in the future. 

 

Feb. 16, 2016 

His mother and father had died. A sister would follow. And it was after her death that he lost a 

part of himself.  Morris spiraled into addiction. He was an alcoholic and a drug addict. He was 

also homeless. He was living in a tent and even that was gone.   Several months ago, his 

shelter washed away in a flood.  Morris was soaking wet and walking down Buncombe Road 

when Greenville County Sheriff’s Deputy Matt Holman shined a spotlight on him.  Morris shared 

their encounter in a call to 911 that was recorded and has been shared by the Greenville 

County Sheriff’s Office on YouTube. 

Morris did not call to file a complaint or report a crime. He called to simply share a story about 

Holman.  Morris and Deputy Holman walked to a nearby church.  “We sat down and we had a 

long talk, and he was one of the nicest people I’ve ever met in my life,” Morris said.  Deputy 

Holman also remembers the encounter. Morris dropped his head, and said he had a tent in the 

woods that was washed away in the flood.  “He had lost his mom and dad. He had lost his 

sister,” Deputy Holman said in the video. It was after Morris lost his sister that he began using 

drugs.  After addiction took its grip, his relationships with two other siblings fell apart.  “He said 

you need anything, and I said, ‘Yeah, I need a Bible,’” Morris said.  Holman usually kept a 

couple Bibles in his patrol car. He checked his trunk, but there was only one Bible. It was Deputy 
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Holman’s personal Bible. He had highlighted Scripture and used it in studies. He was attached 

to the Bible and wrestled with the idea of giving it away.  “I didn’t want to necessarily give that 

up, but I kind of felt like God was telling me, ‘He needs this more than you do,’” Deputy Holman 

said.  And that’s just what he did.  Holman gave Morris the Bible. And he apologized because 

he was unable to find a shelter for him. All the shelters were full that night. Holman asked Morris 

if there was anything else he could do?  The deputy bought him a plate of food.  “It was 2:30 in 

the morning. I was soaking wet. I had been walking around for days,” Morris said.  Six months 

later, Holman heard from Morris.  He wanted to thank him.  Morris told him that after their 

encounter, he checked himself into mental health and turned his life around. He reconciled 

with his brother and sister and was no longer on the streets.  Deputy Holman had saved his life.  

Also featured in the video is a letter from Morris to Deputy Holman.  “I just needed to let you 

know you will be very rewarded in heaven,” Morris wrote.  When the two met, Morris said he 

was “lowest” without hope or dreams.  “I still can’t believe a sheriff deputy was going to be my 

hero…” Morris wrote.  Morris sent that letter of thanks before he unexpectedly died on March 

18, 2015.  

 

 

 

 

Mar. 5, 2016 

Polk County deputies said in news release that they arrested three suspects in an armed 

robbery at a Tennessee restaurant. And the suspects allegedly threatened the life of a three-

year-old during the robbery.  Officers stopped a vehicle that appeared suspicious on Friday.   

During the traffic stop, deputies say three men inside the vehicle seemed nervous and 

provided inconsistent information.   Deputies discovered drug paraphernalia and 

methamphetamine in the vehicle. Based on information from the individuals, 

deputies contacted officials in Gatlinburg, Tennessee.   Polk County deputies, working with 

Gatlinburg officials, determined that two of the three were suspects in a robbery at a restaurant 

in Gatlinburg.  "During the robbery the suspects used a gun and a knife to threaten the life of a 

three-year-old child forcing the restaurant operator to surrender the contents of a safe to 

them," deputies said in the news release.  Tennessee officials issued arrest warrants for the 

individuals who were all apprehended during the traffic stop without incident. Steven 

Trentham, 32, of Pigeon Forge, Tenn., and Justin McGill, 27, of Sevierville, Tenn, are each 

charged as a fugitive from Tennessee involved in the robbery. Both are being held at the Polk 

County Jail under a $350,000 secured bond  Mathew Perkins, 33, of Pigeon Forge, Tenn., has 

been charged with possessing drug paraphernalia. Perkins is being held at the Polk County Jail 

under a  $1,000 secured bond.  

 

 

Mar. 11, 2016 

Polk County deputies said in news release that they arrested three suspects in an armed 

robbery at a Tennessee restaurant. And the suspects allegedly threatened the life of a three-

year-old during the robbery.  Officers stopped a vehicle that appeared suspicious on Friday.   

During the traffic stop, deputies say three men inside the vehicle seemed nervous and 

provided inconsistent information.   Deputies discovered drug paraphernalia and 

methamphetamine in the vehicle. Based on information from the individuals, 
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deputies contacted officials in Gatlinburg, Tennessee.   Polk County deputies, working with 

Gatlinburg officials, determined that two of the three were suspects in a robbery at a restaurant 

in Gatlinburg.  "During the robbery the suspects used a gun and a knife to threaten the life of a 

three-year-old child forcing the restaurant operator to surrender the contents of a safe to 

them," deputies said in the news release.  Tennessee officials issued arrest warrants for the 

individuals who were all apprehended during the traffic stop without incident.  Steven 

Trentham, 32, of Pigeon Forge, Tenn., and Justin McGill, 27, of Sevierville, Tenn, are each 

charged as a fugitive from Tennessee involved in the robbery. Both are being held at the Polk 

County Jail under a $350,000 secured bond Mathew Perkins, 33, of Pigeon Forge, Tenn., has 

been charged with possessing drug paraphernalia. Perkins is being held at the Polk County Jail 

under a  $1,000 secured bond.  

 

 

Mar. 17, 2016 

The Greenville Zoo announced Thursday that the Giraffe Species Survival Program has 

recommended that Walter, the zoo’s adult male giraffe, be transferred to the Turtle Back Zoo in 

West Orange, NJ and a new adult male be put in place in Greenville.  Zoo officials said the 

decision to move Walter is due to the giraffe’s successful pairing with Autumn, the zoo’s female 

giraffe, which resulted in the successful birth of Kiko and Tatu.  “Walter and Autumn came to us 

in 2007 and made their debut in our newly opened giraffe exhibit, so it’s hard to imagine him 

not being here,” said zoo administrator Jeff Bullock. “I know our staff and the community will 

miss him, but it’s important to remember that this change will help ensure the survival of this 

magnificent species for future generations.”  Zoo officials released the following details about 

the move and the SSP:  The purpose of the SSP recommendations is to create better genetically 

matched breeding groups, so in addition to the 20 transfers, the SSP has also recommended 39 

females, including Autumn, for breeding. Since Autumn is still considered genetically valuable 

to the captive population, the SSP has recommended that Miles, a seven-year-old male giraffe, 

be transferred from the Houston Zoo to the Greenville Zoo to breed with her. Miles is ranked 12th 

genetically within the male breeding population of 53 giraffes and Autumn is ranked 10th 

genetically within the female breeding population of 61 giraffes. The Greenville Zoo is 

postponing Miles’ arrival until late summer or early fall so that Tatu has time to grow before they 

introduce a new male. While Tatu will likely be part of a future SSP transfer recommendation, for 

now, there are no plans for him to leave the Greenville Zoo.   Species Survival Programs were 

created in the 1970s to manage the captive breeding populations for individual species. In 

general, the goal is to manage a captive population for 100 years into the future while 

maintaining a genetic variability of at least 96%. This often means moving animals from one 

facility to another to spread out the gene pool, much like what happens in the wild. Over time, 

closed breeding groups would eventually die off due to inbreeding, which weakens animals 

genetically over generations and can create life-threatening deformities.  The Greenville Zoo is 

preparing for Walter to leave in late March or early April.    
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Mar. 23, 2016 

A Greenville police officer is dead after he was shot in the line of duty Friday.   Greenville Police 

Chief Ken Miller said Officer Allen Jacobs died after he was fatally shot by a teenager who then 

took his own life.  Miller said Jacobs approached the "self-proclaimed" gang member in the 

Nicholtown community around 12:20 p.m. Friday to speak to him.  The suspect, identified as 17-

year-old Deontea Perry Mackey, fled behind a house on Rebecca Street towards the Swamp 

Rabbit Trail before opening fire and shooting Jacobs multiple times, Miller said. Mackey was a 

convicted felon. A judge released a statement Tuesday on why Mackey was not behind bars 

when the shooting occurred. Jacobs, 28, was the married father of two young boys. He and his 

wife were expecting a daughter in July.   Other officers at the scene attempted to resuscitate 

Jacobs after he was shot. Jacobs was pronounced dead at a hospital.  Miller said the 

department employs 243 people. “Everybody knows one another and they have personal and 

professional relationships,” he said.  Miller described Jacobs as an “Extraordinary person and 

officer… He was dedicated as anybody could be dedicated. That’s why he was out doing 

what he was doing today.” “We were specifically focusing on an issue of violence and gang 

activity and he took that challenge head on," Miller said. Mackey took his own life - calling his 

mother before he committed suicide - Miller said.   Mackey was in an “established gang” within 

the community, according to Miller. Mackey, he said, had been convicted as an adult of a 

strong armed robbery last July. He said that the department does not think that any officers 

returned fire.   Authorities say officers administered CPR to the teenager after he shot himself 

near the Swamp Rabbit Trail. Efforts to resuscitate him reportedly continued until emergency 

responders arrived.   Greenville County Coroner Parks Evans said Mackey was pronounced 

dead at the scene.  Evans did not know how many times Jacobs had been shot.  Officers were 

seen comforting each other at the scene. Miller said chaplains are also providing help to 

officers at a hospital where the fallen was taken for treatment, as well as at the scene where 

the tragedy unfolded.  “We lose, we hurt, we ache. We feel this, but our community will, too," 

Miller said.   An autopsy was conducted on Saturday. The coroner said Jacobs died from 

multiple gunshot wounds and his death was officially ruled a homicide. Mackey died from a 

self-inflicted gunshot wound to the head, according to the report.  A family friend of Mackey 

told a FOX Carolina photographer that she was in disbelief.  She didn't want to us to use her 

name, but she did go on camera. She said that he was like a nephew to her, and she is a close 

friend of the family.  She described Mackey as a "sweet son."   "I'm praying for him and also the 

officer that lost their life... It's crazy, so crazy that this happened, but you just have to trust in 

God and believe that he will work it out for you," she continued.   MEMORIAL & FUNERAL 

SERVICES  Mackey Mortuary is handling the funeral arrangements for Jacobs.  A visitation will be 

held Wednesday in the Charles E. Daniel Memorial Chapel on Furman University's campus. A 

caravan is scheduled to depart to drive to the Furman University campus. City officials say they 

will take this route: SC 291, US 276, to the front entrance of Furman. A private visitation for family 

is scheduled for 2:30 p.m. to 3 p.m., while public visitation is from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.   Funeral 

services are scheduled for 11 a.m. Thursday at 11 a.m. at Furman University's Timmons Arena. 

The burial will follow in Coleman Memorial Cemetery, located at 1599 Greer Highway in 

Travelers Rest. More details about funeral processions, services for fallen officer Several hotels in 

the Greenville area are offering discounts to those traveling into town for Officer Jacobs' 

services.  The Hampton Inn, in Travelers Rest, and the Hyatt in downtown Greenville are two of 

those hotels.  Just mention the "Officer Jacobs Memorial" when booking.  Governor Nikki Haley 

has requested that all flags be flown at half-staff from sunup to sundown on Thursday in honor 

of Officer Jacobs. HOW TO DONATE: A GoFundMe account has been setup to help the 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/31540557/judge-releases-statement-on-sentence-of-fallen-officers-teen-shooter
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/31541591/police-release-details-about-funeral-processions-services-for-fallen-officer
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surviving family of Officer Jacobs. Click here to help.  You can also donate by sending to the 

Greenville Police Department, c/o Officer Allen Jacobs, 4 McGee Street, Greenville, S.C. 29601.  

Deposit money into the "Officer Allen Jacobs" account at any TD Bank branch.  

 

Mar. 22, 2016 

Buncombe County Sheriff’s Office investigators continue to search for a man who was 

reporting missing on Sunday.  Deputies are receiving assistance with the search for 

Robert Louis King from Buncombe Rescue, West Buncombe Fire Department, Enka Fire 

Department, Leicester Fire Department, Skyland Fire Department and the N.C. Highway 

Patrol.  Robert Louis King, 59, is described as 5 feet 10 inches and weighing 200 

pounds. King lives in Asheville and was last heard from on Friday. Deputies say 

his vehicle was located on Hazel Mill Road on Friday and had been involved in a minor 

accident.   He was last seen wearing blue denim long sleeve shirt, blue denim jeans, 

and white tennis shoes.  Please contact the Buncombe County Sheriff’s Office at 

(828)255-5555 or Crime Stoppers at 828-255-5050. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mar. 25, 2016 

 

A Mauldin police officer is credited with saving a baby girl's life.  Officer Taylor Hudson 

responded Monday to a call of an unresponsive infant, Mauldin Police Department said on 

social media.  Dispatchers had received information that the 5-week-old girl may be in possible 

cardiac arrest.  Hudson arrived at the apartment where the baby lives, checked for vital signs, 

and began CPR until Mauldin Fire and Greenville County EMS could arrive.  The baby was 

breathing when fire and emergency medical services responded, according to a 

Facebook post.   Hudson, a lifelong Mauldin resident, has worked with the police department 

since January 2015.  According to the post:  "Prior to joining our team, Officer Hudson played 

football for our own Mauldin Mavericks and then continued his sports career with East Carolina 

University. In 2014 Officer Hudson was awarded the AAC All-Conference 1st Team Offense 

award for his performance at Center/Line positions for the ECU Pirates.  "We are glad to have 

him back home in Mauldin, and playing for our team!" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gofundme.com/greenvillepdhib
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=989942634394160&id=111265265595239
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PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 

FIRST QUARTER 2016 
 
 
 

Problem/Need:  CRIME 
 
DATE    TIME  PROGRAM 

 

Monday – Friday   12:00pm COPS RELOADED 

 

Description:  COPS follows law enforcement officers as they answer calls and deal with the 

subjects and victims involved in the complaints and crimes.  (30:00)   

 
 

Monday – Sunday  10:00 pm FOX CAROLINA’S MOST WANTED 

Monday – Friday  5:00a-9:00am  

 

Description:  The FOX Carolina’s Most Wanted airs during the Ten O’clock News on various 

nights Monday thru Sunday and The Morning News Monday thru Friday.   Each segment profiles 

locally wanted criminals and gives viewers a phone number to call to provide information.  

Each segment is 45 seconds. 

 
Jan. 5, 2016 

 

The holidays are known as a time for giving, but when several homeowners in Easley woke up to their cars 

ransacked, they realized someone robbed them and they want the suspects caught.  "Total invasion of 

privacy!" said one homeowner in the neighborhood.   That man asked to remain anonymous and said on 

Monday morning he walked outside to his car and could tell it wasn't how he left it. "They really didn't get 

anything, they ransacked a vehicle."  The Easley homeowner said his car was left unlocked, but said he 

has alarms in his carport that are activated by motion. "They tried to get in, the alarms went off and 

evidently scared them out of here."  He said his neighbors weren't so lucky, and had many items in their 

cars taken. He said similar crimes happened in his neighborhood last year. "People just crazy this time of 

year I guess because of the holidays trying to get their money or whatever."  The Pickens County Sheriff's 

Rick Clark said petty crime increases during the holidays.   "We can't stress it enough, we can say it a 

thousand times, lock your car doors and take the valuables out of it," said Sheriff Rick Clark.  Clark 

said locking your cars and home is the biggest deterrent of crime this time of year. He also said, don't 

make it easy for criminals to steal from you.   "If you go to your car do you see gifts hanging out of the 

back seat, or you look in your house and you have a nice patio with a large window and door can you 

see a lot of Christmas gifts there?" said Clark.   Some residents in the neighborhood that was hit, said they 

leave their Christmas lights on when their not home, and Sheriff Clark said using deadbolts on your doors is 

another way you could prevent someone from breaking in.  
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Jan. 8, 2016 

Anderson police say a man who held up a business was arrested just blocks away from the 

crime scene.   Anderson police spokesman Tony Tilley said that a man purchased some items at 

the Family Dollar on East River Street around 12:25 p.m. Wednesday. After the purchase, the 

man presented a small handgun and demanded money.   The, later identified as Philip Wesley 

Walker, 37, left the store on foot with an undetermined amount of cash. Tilley said a man 

matching his description was located just a few blocks away about 20 minutes later. The 

suspect was carrying a Family Dollar bag with the same items that the robber had purchased, 

police say.  Walker has been arrested and charged with armed robbery.   Police say he could 

face more charges.  

 

 

 

Jan. 13, 2016 

 

A morning traffic stop led to four arrest of people accused of various crimes, including drugs 

and weapons charges.  Oconee County deputies say the stop happened early Wednesday 

morning near the Tokeena Crossroads.  Joshua Kyle Gurley, 27, of Pendleton: Keshy Djamal 

Ngoumou Watonsi, 23, of Seneca, Kendra Faye Claflin, 27, of Anderson and Keesta Shanaye 

Ferrell,  24, who has listed addresses in Seneca and Milledgeville, Georgia, were booked into 

the Oconee County Detention Center.  A deputy on routine patrol on West-Oak Highway at 

Timberlake One Circle observed a vehicle turn onto West-Oak Highway from the Timberlake 

area. The deputy learned from dispatch that the vehicle was listed as stolen after running the 

tag information, deputies say.   The deputy initiated a traffic stop at the intersection of West-

Oak Highway and Shepherds Way.  Claflin and Gurley were identified by deputies, but 

Ngoumou Watonsi and Ferrell stated that they did not have any identification and then 

provided the deputy with false information about their identity.   After confirming the correct 

identity of Ngoumou Watonsi and Ferrell, deputies determined that both had outstanding 

warrants and arrested them for providing false information.  Officers discovered a syringe on 

Ngoumou Watonsi.  Claflin, the driver of the vehicle, was placed under arrest on charges 

related to the stolen vehicle.  Deputies recovered a quantity of methamphetamine 

from Claflin.   Deputies also discovered more methamphetamine, prescription medication and 

marijuana in areas inside of the vehicle as well as two weapons, a rifle and a handgun that 

deputies say was stolen out of Anderson County.   A deputy discovered more 

methamphetamine where Ngoumou Watonsi had been sitting in the patrol vehicle while being 

transported to the jail.  Ferrell was charged with simple possession of marijuana and providing 

false information to a law enforcement officer. Her total surety bond amount on the two 

charges is $1,712.50.  She also was served with an outstanding magistrates bench warrant. She 

remains in custody at the detention center as of 4:15 p.m. Wednesday.   Claflin has been 

charged in warrants with possession of a stolen vehicle and possession of 

methamphetamine. She remains in custody as of 4:15 p.m. Wednesday on a total combined 

surety bond amount of $15,000.  Gurley has been charged in warrants with Possession with 

Intent to Distribute Methamphetamine, Possession of a Controlled Substance (Hydrocodone), 

Receiving Stolen Goods and Possession of a Firearm by a Person Convicted of a Violent Felony.  
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Gurley remains in custody at the Detention Center as of 4:15 p.m. Wednesday on a total 

combined surety bond amount of $22,000.  Ngoumou Watonsi has been charged in traffic 

tickets with Providing False Information to a Law Enforcement Officer and Simple Possession of 

Marijuana as well as being charged in warrants with Trafficking in Methamphetamine and 

Possession of a Firearm by a Person Convicted of a Violent Felony.  Ngoumou Watonsi also had 

an outstanding Magistrates Bench Warrant from the city of Seneca as well as an arrest warrant 

from Probation, Parole and Pardons for a probation violation.  Ngoumou Watonsi remains in 

custody at the Detention Center pending a bond hearing.  

 

 

 

Jan. 14, 2016 

 

Oconee County deputies arrested a Mountain Rest man Wednesday on multiple charges 

related to an inappropriate relationship with a minor.  Robert Lee, 61, has been charged 

with criminal solicitation of a minor, nine counts of second-degree sexual exploitation of a 

minor, and four counts of second-degree criminal sexual conduct with a minor.  Investigators 

were notified of a reported sexual assault case which started an investigation on Nov. 17, 

according to deputies.  Officers determined that Lee had an inappropriate sexual relationship 

with a 15-year-old girl between June and December 2014, deputies say.   According to 

investigators, the relationship not only involved inappropriate touching but also the exchanges 

of inappropriate e-mails, texts, pictures and videos.  Lee remains in jail on total combined 

$180,000 surety bond as of 4:30 p.m. Thursday.   The Oconee County Sheriff’s Office is 

continuing to investigate the case.  

 

Feb. 17, 2016 

The mother of one of the two teenage sweethearts from Kentucky who are suspected in a 

multistate crime spree of stolen vehicles and pilfered checks has been arrested.  Sherry Peters is 

accused of taking her daughter, 13-year-old Cheyenne Phillips, from her father's house when 

she did not have the custodial rights to do that, according to an arrest warrant provided by 

Grayson County Detention Center Chief Deputy Bo Thorpe. Peters was arrested Monday.  

Cheyenne Phillips was found with her boyfriend, 18-year-old Dalton Hayes, on Saturday night in 

a stolen truck in Florida.  Thorpe says Peters has declined media interview requests and is 

scheduled to meet with an attorney Thursday. A county court official says she's scheduled for a 

hearing Thursday morning.  Hayes is in jail awaiting extradition to Kentucky. Cheyenne Phillips 

was taken to a safe house, where arrangements will be made for her return home. 

 

 

Mar. 10, 2016 

A teen charged Thursday with vandalizing a Fountain Inn church is facing more than a dozen 

other charges in Greenville County.  Windows, glass doors and vehicle windows were shot out 

at Bethlehem Baptist Church on Highway 14 with a BB or pellet gun on Jan. 5.  On Thursday, 

Fountain Inn Police Chief Keith Morton said 18-year-old Robert Curtis Grigsby Jr. was arrested in 

connection with the case. Grigsby is charged with malicious damage to a place of worship 

and his bond was set at $5,000.  Morton said additional charges may be filed as the 
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investigation continues.  Rocky Creek Missionary Baptist Church and Calvary Baptist Church in 

Simpsonville were also vandalized in January. Officials have not identified Grigsby as a suspect 

in those incidents at this time.  Greenville County deputies said Friday that Grigsby has been 

charged in connection with a string of malicious damage reports in the Simpsonville area.  

Beginning in late December 2015, numerous vehicles as well as a Simpsonville-area church 

suffered damage to windows and exterior walls.  Deputies said in each case, it appeared that 

the damage was caused from an air gun.  Deputies identified Grigsby as the perpetrator. As of 

Friday, he's facing 14 charges for malicious damage to personal property and an additional 

charge for malicious injury to a place of worship.  Grigsby was being held Friday at the 

Greenville County Detention Center pending a bond hearing. Grigsby could face additional 

charges, deputies said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mar. 17, 2016 

An Anderson County teen is charged with third-degree arson.  Agents with the S.C. Law 

Enforcement Division arrested Dylan Cole Mathews, 17, on Thursday.   The fire occurred earlier 

this week in Anderson County, according to a news release from SLED.   The case was 

investigated by SLED at the request of the Anderson County Fire Department.  

 

 

Mar. 18, 2016 

 

A Greenville police officer is dead after he was shot in the line of duty Friday afternoon.   

Greenville Police Chief Ken Miller did not immediately identify the deceased officer.  Miller said 

the officer was serving a search warrant on a gang member in the Nicholtown community 

when the suspect opened fire and shot the officer multiple times. After shooting the officer, 

Miller said the suspected gunman took his own life.   Police say the shooting occurred on Ackley 

Road.   Greenville Police have requested S.C. Law Enforcement Department agents and 

forensic units to come to the scene.  Deputy Coroner Mike Ellis is on the scene after a body was 

found on the Swamp Rabbit Trail that's connected to the officer-involved shooting 

investigation.  Stay with FOX Carolina and foxcarolina.com for more on this developing story. 

 

Mar. 23, 2016 

 

Many have questioned why a teenager who police say was an admitted gang member was 

not in prison at the time he fatally shot a Greenville officer.  Greenville Police Chief Ken Miller 

has said that officer Allen Jacobs approached 17-year-old Deontea Perry Mackey in 

Nicholtown on Friday.  Police say Mackey fired multiple shots at Officer Jacobs who was 

pronounced dead later that afternoon at a hospital. After opening fire on Jacobs, police say 

that Mackey called his mother and took his own life.  Miller said that Mackey had been a 

juvenile offender before he was convicted as an adult of a strong armed robbery last year.  A 
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man told police that he attempted to buy $10 worth of crack in March 2015, but after 

handing over the money, the suspect did not give him drugs. When he asked for his money, he 

claimed that the suspect threatened to shoot him, according to a police report.  Mackey was 

later identified as the robber, the report states.    Click here to read police reports related to the 

case.   According to online court records, Mackey pleaded guilty in February 2016 to strong 

arm robbery. He had originally been charged with armed robbery.  Mackey received a 10-year 

sentence suspended to the time he had served - 251 days - according to online court records.   

Circuit Court Judge Robin Stilwell sentenced Mackey.  Judge Stilwell released this statement 

about his decision:   "Let me first extend my sincerest condolences to the wife and family of 

Officer Allen Jacobs. Mere words are inadequate to express the magnitude of the tragedy that 

has befallen our community. Please know that the Jacobs family will be in my thoughts and 

prayers.  "You have asked me for a comment regarding the plea hearing which took place on 

February 2, 2016. I have no independent recollection of the hearing, as it was one of many 

during a long week of General Sessions Court. However, I have had the opportunity to review 

the Sentence Sheet and salient portions of the Clerk’s file. Based upon this review, it appears, 

given the specific facts and circumstances of the case, the Defendant’s age and lack of any 

admissible adult record, and the input of the victim, that the State and the Defense were in 

agreement with a proposed sentence for consideration by the Court. The Court agreed with 

the parties’ analysis of the case and sentenced the Defendant accordingly." 

 

 

Mar. 24, 2016 

 

First responders, fellow officers and community members gathered Thursday to pay respects to 

fallen Greenville police officer Allen Jacobs.  Jacobs was killed in the line of duty on Mar. 18 

while on patrol in the Nicholtown community. Police chief Ken Miller said Jacobs approached 

17-year-old Deontea Mackey, a known gang member, before the teen took off on foot. After a 

brief pursuit, Miller said Mackey opened fire at Jacobs before turning the gun on himself.  

Jacobs was a married father of two young sons. He and his pregnant wife were expecting a 

daughter in July.  A visitation was held on Wednesday from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. in the Charles E. 

Daniel Memorial Chapel on Furman University's campus.  PHOTOS: Greenville officer Allen 

Jacobs laid to rest  "A Celebration of Life and Service" for Jacobs began at 11 a.m. in the 

university's Timmons Arena. Hundreds of fellow law enforcement officers attended to pay their 

final respects to Jacobs--some from as far away as Aurora, Colorado, Chicago, and New York 

City.  Furman University estimated 4,000 people were in attendance.  The service featured 

emotional words from Jacobs' colleagues and friends. They spoke of the character of the fallen 

hero, his diligence, his devotion to community and family, and his love of coffee.   READ: Officer 

Allen Jacobs' biography included in funeral program  "Allen always started his workday at 

'Westside command.' Most of you probably know it as Starbucks on Augusta," Sgt. Ed Irick 

said.His colleagues joked that Jacobs may have had a slight caffeine addiction, a by-product 

of working long hours and trying to spend as much time as possible with his growing family, and 

volunteering to play basketball with kids in the community he served.  "Allen was the kind of 

cop you wanted working in your community," Sgt. Mike Year out said."  Jacobs' friend and 

fellow first responder offered a poetic description of the man and life he led.  "Allen stood 

against the waves and the winds of the violence that our world offers and chose not to bend or 

break against the storms," firefighter Lt. Scott Key said.   Key urged the mourners to live by 

Jacobs' example and to ask themselves if they would stand strong against the storm as Jacobs 

http://lmgcorporate.com/whns/news/docs/DeonteaMackeypolicereport.pdf
http://www.foxcarolina.com/slideshow?widgetid=179804
http://www.foxcarolina.com/slideshow?widgetid=179804
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/31558458/officer-alan-jacobs-biography
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/31558458/officer-alan-jacobs-biography
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had done in his life.  Rev. Thomas Young delivered the eulogy. He said that Jacobs was close to 

finishing a bachelor's degree and that he had recently had a conversation with the young 

officer about his pending educational milestone.  "He said, 'it's almost finished,' but we had no 

idea how true that statement would be," Young said.  All of the speakers fondly recalled Jacobs 

signature smirk: A look they said they will always remember on the fallen officer's face. The smirk 

was present whenever Jacobs was ribbing his friends.  Officer Jacobs' young sons were seen 

wearing police uniforms in an emotional moment when the family exited the chapel.  Hundreds 

of peoples gathered along Highway 276 to pay their respects to the Jacobs family as the 

funeral procession carried the fallen officer to his final resting place at Coleman Memorial 

Cemetery.  People waved flags and saluted as the hearse and line of Jacobs' fellow police 

officers made way to the graveyard. The procession spanned several miles.  The Duncan 

Chapel and Berea fire departments raised American flags above the procession route to honor 

Jacobs.  A group of Travelers Rest High School students were chosen to represent the school by 

standing along the procession route to show their respects. Nearby Heritage Elementary School 

also sent students to honor Jacobs along the route. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/clip/12311969/raw-jacobs-family-leaves-funeral-service

