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Meredith Corporation 
WHNS Fox Carolina 

 
COMMUNITY ISSUES 

04/01/16 – 06/30/16 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 
Consumer Health & Safety 

An interest in knowing about events that impact our daily lives.  A need for 

information about how to be wise shoppers of goods and services and how to live 

healthy and safe lives. 

 

 
Crime 

A need to know about crime and law enforcement activities and a concern 

for personal safety. 

 

 
Education 

A concern about the money and skills needed to improve schools and an 

Interest in improving student's quality of education. 

 

 
Environment 

A concern for how the environment is affected by human activity. 

 

 
Government 

An interest in how government affects our personal lives 

 
 

Jobs/Economy/Growth 

An interest in the local and national economic outlook and the impact growth has on 

our communities 

 

 
Quality of Life 

An interest in things that improve one's satisfaction with life. 
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The following pages list representative samples of program segments from The Ten 

O’clock Newscast and The Morning Newscast during this quarter that respond to our 

ascertained issues.  Each segment was 20 seconds to 3 minutes in length (except as 

otherwise reported).   

 

The following pages also identify issue-responsive episodes of programs, which are listed 

under the appropriate issue. 

 

WHNS also broadcasts public service announcements, news and weather cut-ins as 

needed to inform local community of breaking news and emergencies.  
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PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 
SECOND QUARTER 2016 

 
 

Problem/Need:  CONSUMER, HEALTH & SAFETY 

 
DATE    TIME   PROGRAM 

 

Saturdays   6:30am   TODAY’S HOMEOWNER 

(airs weekly) 

 

Description: A half-hour weekly television show that features information on how to maintain 

and improve your home, both inside and out.  The approach to home improvement helps 

everyone from the experienced do-it-yourselfer to the first time homeowner. Projects are taken 

from start to finish in each weekly episode. (30:00)  
 

 
 

April 2, 2016 

Due to an increase in flu activity throughout North Carolina, Mission Health asks that family and 

friends limit their visits to patients in the hospital. The hospital suggests that children under age 

12 and people who do not feel well should call patients rather than visit them at the hospital. 

Mission Health is implementing this precaution at Mission Hospital and all Mission Health 

member hospitals and affiliates in western North Carolina including CarePartners in Asheville, 

McDowell Hospital in Marion, Transylvania Regional Hospital in Brevard, Blue Ridge Regional 

Hospital in Spruce Pine, Angel Medical Center in Franklin and Highlands-Cashiers Hospital in 

Highlands. In addition to limiting exposure, the spread of the flu can be controlled with frequent 

hand washing. All hospital visitors are urged to wash their hands before and after visiting. Hand 

sanitizing stations are available at hospital entrances and throughout the buildings. “The 

decision to limit patient visitations is based on recommendations from Mission Health’s Infection 

Prevention Committee in a system-wide effort to minimize the spread of influenza among our 

patients. Moreover, we don’t want healthy visitors picking up the flu and then spreading it 

throughout the community,” Dr. William Hathaway, chief medical officer of Mission Hospital and 

Mission Medical Associates, said in a statement. Limiting visitations is a precaution often taken 

during flu season when flu activity reaches a certain level. Should the flu activity level increase, 

further restrictions may be recommended or implemented.  
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April 8, 2016 

Fourteen-year-old Logan Waggoner has learned some big life lessons, but at a high cost. Two 

years ago he threw an aerosol paint can into a backyard fire. Waggoner poked the can with a 

rake and it exploded onto him. “One second I'm out having fun, and the next second, I'm in a 

hospital bed," Waggoner said. Waggoner was severely burned and admitted to Augusta Burn 

Center. Now he wants others to beware of the dangers of fire. “Stay away from fire, period. If 

you're not, I'd say at least 18, don't mess with it,” Waggoner said. “Nothing good will come of it.” 

Waggoner went through surgery and his mother, Lisa Meldin, said her son's skin was replaced 

with donor skin on his face, arms and hands. "He went into surgery and it was three hours, where 

they scraped the skin,” Lisa Meldin said. “Waiting those three hours was the worst.” The family 

said they are extremely grateful someone donated their body to medicine because it made a 

huge difference for Logan’s recovery. “There are so many people that benefit from organ 

donation, and it helped me tremendously,” Waggoner said. Through the experience Logan 

wants to make his voice heard to other burn victims. "I want everyone to know it's not the end 

of the world. You're going to heal," Waggoner said. "When you do, you're going to feel really 

good about yourself." 

 

April 18, 2016 

Forest City Police Department announced Monday that is has launched a new Safety 

Exchange Area Program.  "The safe exchange area is designed to provide a safe location for 

families to make custodial exchanges and to assist residents with the exchange of products 

purchased or sold online," the department said in a news release.  The safe exchange area is 

 marked by “Safety Exchange Zone Parking” signs and is in the south parking lot area of Forest 

City Police Department, which can be accessed from Oak Street. Surveillance equipment will 

continually record the area and may be monitored by staff from 8 am to 5 pm Monday through 

Friday. "No firearms are permitted anywhere on the Forest City Police Department property. The 

Forest City Police Department will not be utilized to make transactions of deadly weapons 

and/or any other illegal materials," according to the statement. Police caution citizens to 

remember that the people you meet online are strangers and may not have your best interests 

in mind. They also offer these tip when making or planning online purchases or transactions: 

• Use websites you are familiar with;• Never provide personal information over the internet; 

• Never make an online purchase using a credit card on a site that does not have an SSL;• 

When utilizing photos remember to remove GPS tags;• Use photos only of the item(s) you are 

selling. Other items in the background can represent additional targets for a would-be criminal; 

• Ask a lot of questions;• Show up early and don't go to a transaction location alone.  
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April 29, 2016 

Prom night: it's among the biggest memories for high school students.  Decked out in gowns 

and tuxes, and celebrating on the dance floor. But, when it comes to driving for young drivers 

there are added dangers because they don't have as much experience behind the wheel. 

"We have proms and we have a lot of special events that are always tragic when something is 

ruined by a fatality," said Kent Dill, a coroner with the Greenville County Coroner's Office.  The 

Coroner's Office is always pushing for safe driving. Dill said there are several factors they see 

that play a part in accidents. "Speed is always our number one enemy, and then 

inexperienced drivers and then alcohol and drugs," said Dill. Because of these dangers, school 

districts like those in Spartanburg County have programs for the students to teach them prom 

safety. "We put as many students as we can definitely targeting juniors and seniors because 

those are the kids that are going to be going to prom and that's the week prior to prom," said 

Melissa Robinette with District Five Schools of Spartanburg County. She said the lessons consist 

of drunk driving demonstrations and this year she said the students wore drunk driving goggles. 

The lessons are done in conjunction with the sheriff's office and the school resource officers. But 

limousines, town cars and buses are another way many kids get to the prom so they don't have 

to drive. "We can provide a driver and he'll stay with them and take them where they need to 

go," said Charles Atchison Sr. the owner of Atchison Transportation Services Inc.   He said many 

parents are worried about their kids driving to prom so their services are often used during the 

prom season. He said, "We do motor coaches, we do vans, we do vans we do SUVs, party 

buses, we do it all." 

 

 

May 10, 2016 

Last year an Upstate woman lost custody of her two children after they tested positive for drugs, 

but the laboratory that conducted the toxicology screenings has since been accused of 

falsifying the tests.  According to a lawsuit filed against Testforthat, LLC, owner of Accurate 

Diagnostics, and Melynn Enterprise, LLC, Laurens County resident Sandra James said in July 

2015, one of her children came forward after being sexually abused by another relative.  James 

said she immediately contacted the Laurens County Sheriff's Office to report the abuse. During 

the course of the investigation, employees from the S.C. Department of Social Services 

reportedly came to James' home to collect toxicology samples from the family.  In August, 

James said she received a letter that her two children tested positive for methamphetamine 

and amphetamines.  James was charged with two counts of felony unlawful neglect of a child 

and said she turned herself in on August 19, despite maintaining that it was impossible the 

children could have tested positive for illegal drugs.  James served 50 days in jail while her bond 

was set at $60,000. She accepted a plea deal for one of the charges to be dismissed and to 

avoid going to trial.  According to the lawsuit, James was notified by a DSS employee on Jan. 

25 that the drug tests conducted on her children may have been falsified. James said she was 

later told the tests were in fact all fraudulent.  The lawsuit alleges that the tests were never even 

sent to the lab.  READ: Full lawsuit filed against Accurate Diagnostics  James filed suit on Feb. 29 

against the laboratory and the testing agent, Lynn Craig, for damages after she said she lost 

her job, house, car and custody of her children as a result of the tests. She also said she was 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/link/768886/read-lawsuit-filed-over-allegations-of-falsified-drug-tests
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disowned by her family.  Attorney Laura Saunders said others have come forward with similar 

allegations involving Accurate Diagnostics and the case and it was shocking to see the effects 

of the situation on these families. She said the Accurate Diagnostics clinic in Laurens has closed.  

Nina Raddatz, owner of the Greenville Accurate Diagnostics clinic said the company and DSS 

are also victims in the case due to the actions of Craig.  "It's a big mess," Raddatz said. "We feel 

very bad for anyone in that situation, Sandra James, our heart goes to the victims like that."  She 

said Accurate Diagnostics has worked for many years to make a good name in the Upstate 

community. Each of the clinics is independently owned and operated, she said.  DSS 

spokesperson Karen Wingo released the following statement regarding the case: "In October 

2015, DSS was notified that law enforcement was conducting an investigation of Accurate 

Diagnostics in Laurens County. The Department immediately stopped using Accurate 

Diagnostics in Laurens County for any services and has been continually cooperating with law 

enforcement in its ongoing investigation. DSS reviewed all cases potentially impacted by 

fraudulent test results provided to the Department by Accurate Diagnostics in Laurens County 

and has been coordinating with the local judiciary to remediate any case impacted by the 

allegedly fraudulent test results." 

 

May 11, 2016 

The Greenville County Coroner's Office is investigating the death of a child on Wednesday. 

Coroner Parks Evans said 20-month-old Sydney Ryan Alongio began choking during lunch. She 

was transported to the Pediatric Emergency Department at Greenville Memorial Hospital where 

she was pronounced dead just before noon. Greenville County Sheriff's Office deputy Drew 

Pinciaro said officials received a call from Creative Kids day care on Sevier Street just after 11 

a.m. in regards to a 1-year-old not breathing. Pinciaro said it is an active death investigation. 

An autopsy is scheduled for Thursday. FOX Carolina reached out to Creative Kids, but the day 

care declined to comment.  

 

 

May 16, 2016 

People with asthma and respiratory issues were urged Monday to avoid vigorous outdoor 

activities with an air quality alert in effect until 9 p.m. FOX Carolina reached out to area school 

districts to find out what precautions are taken when it comes to outdoor activities, such as 

recess, physical education (PE), athletic practice and sporting events.   Here's how school 

officials say they ensure the safety of children:  Greenville County Schools does not have a 

policy. "We do make recommendations and send out reminders. In fact, the head athletic 

trainer for the district sent out an air quality note this morning that was then forwarded to all 

athletic directors. The note was to remind coaches and PE teachers that all students with 

asthma, or other pre-existing breathing conditions need to have ready access to their inhalers 

during physical education and any sports practices," a spokesperson wrote in an email.  In 

Spartanburg School District 5, athletic trainers monitor air quality alerts and typically limit 

outdoor practice time on a team-by-team basis.   Students who have known issues with 

allergies are handled on an individual basis. The same is true for PE and outdoor activities 
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during school hours with each school aware of particular students that might have problems, 

and how to handle those on an individual basis.  Spartanburg County School District 6 says it 

adjusts for individual students on an as-needed basis. While in Spartanburg School District 7, 

each school determines on a day-to-day basis whether to modify outdoor physical activity or 

physical education classes.  The district has heat advisory guidelines and school officials are 

asked to consider temperature, humidity, heat index, students' ages. Teachers are expected to 

be aware of medical conditions, such as asthma, diabetes, epilepsy and allergies.   When the 

temperature index reaches 95 degrees or above, District 7 principals are asked to reconsider 

outside student recess and provide for an inside physical activity in an air-conditioned 

environment. Laurens County School District 55 said school nurses are at every school and have 

medical information on each student, including those with respiratory problems. School officials 

say that information is shared with all their teachers and coaches. Schools also have athletic 

trainers at the high school for sporting events. and all coaches and PE teachers receive regular 

CPR and first aid training. Greenwood School District 50 said a document with air quality and 

outdoor activities recommended for schools by the Environmental Protection Agency had 

been shared with all schools on Monday. That document recommends restrictions based on 

the air quality index - from 0 to 300. The range of 0 to 50 is considered good and there are no 

restrictions. Recommended restrictions are made for scheduled sporting events and athletic 

practice once the air quality index is 51 to 100, which is considered moderate. How long 

students spend outside is restricted the higher the number with a recommended restriction of 

outdoor activities to light to moderate exercise during a 15-minute recess to rescheduling or 

moving rigorous athletic practice and training indoors once it's in the very unhealthy level.  

YMCA says that it has no  written policy in place, but does remind staff and volunteers to take 

extra breaks and cut practices short or cancel completely, if participants are showing any 

adverse signs due to high or low temperatures, the wind, or other weather conditions.  

 

May 25, 2016 

Spartanburg police will conduct a traffic checkpoint within the city limits on Thursday.  Drivers 

will be asked to provide their driver’s license, vehicle registration and proof of insurance.  

Officers will also address seat belt and child restraint violations. "Our goal is to reduce 

the number of vehicle collisions and aggressive driving incidents. We hope our efforts increase 

the overall safety of the roadways in the city of Spartanburg," Major Art Littlejohn said in a 

statement.  In 2014, an estimated 3,179 people were killed and an additional 431,000 were 

injured in motor vehicle crashes involving distracted drivers. 
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June 4, 2016 

The Motorcycle Awareness Alliance (MAA) held its 10th annual Look Twice Save a Life Ride on 

Saturday.  Hundreds of bikers took part in the event that was one of many held this month as 

part of Motorcycle Awareness Month.  Bikers rode from Harley-Davidson of Greenville and 

Timms Harley-Davidson in Anderson before coming together for a celebration at Palmetto 

Event Center in Pendleton.  "We are here for each other and we are here to help increase the 

awareness of motorcyclists on the road to all drivers," MAA President Rick "Ponytail" Allison said 

in a statement. "With the help of the community we can celebrate the lives still living instead of 

celebrating the brothers and sisters that we have lost by adopting the practice of Looking 

Twice to Save a Life."  The organization is reminding people that as the weather warms up, 

more motorcycle riders will take to the roads. Drivers are urged not to forget the bikers on the 

roads.  The Motorcycle Awareness Alliance was formed in 2007 in Anderson in 2007 to promote 

safety and awareness to the general driving public.  MAA has since expanded across the 

Upstate to Greenville, Spartanburg, Pickens, Oconee and Laurens counties. 

 

June 16, 2016 

Candidates for Greenville County sheriff spoke at a forum Thursday hosted by the Greenville 

County Fire Chiefs' Association.  The big question for candidates was if they would move 

forward with centralized dispatch, which would allow agencies across the county to 

communicate. "I'm totally for it, it doesn’t matter who runs it - the sheriff's office, the county, the 

fire departments, but we need a communication lay out, we are one of the few in the state 

that doesn't have it," Sam Manley said.  "We need to come together as agencies to identify 

what is the best system for all of us to use where we can communicate in those critical times,” 

Bruce Cannon said.  Candidate Will Lewis said that “A centralized dispatch is almost essential in 

today’s modern times, with the threat toward public safety, be it law enforcement the fire 

department and EMS.”  Not everyone running in the June race was at Thursday's event, 

although the association said the invitation was extended to all candidates. Hobart Lewis said 

he had a scheduling conflict and released a statement saying he's for the centralized dispatch 

in order to put citizens' safety first and allow for faster response time.  Voters will have the 

chance to hear from all five candidates at a forum scheduled 6:30 p.m. May 30 at Younts 

Center for Preforming Arts at 315 N Main Street in Fountain Inn.  

 

June 22, 2016 

Simpsonville police said officers will conduct a public safety checkpoint on West Georgia Road 

Wednesday night.  Police did not give a specific intersection but said the checkpoint would 

take place between 8 and 10 p.m.  Police posted the following information about checkpoints 

on Facebook.  “Public Safety checkpoints are a proven enforcement tool effective in reducing 

the number of persons killed and injured in alcohol involved crashes. According to the National 

Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), checkpoints have provided the most effective 

documented results of any of the DUI enforcement strategies, while also yielding considerable 

https://www.facebook.com/Simpsonville-Police-Department-507347682615269/?fref=ts
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cost savings. Checkpoints are placed in locations  that have the greatest opportunity for 

achieving drunk and drugged driving deterrence and provide the greatest safety for officers 

and the public.” 

 

June 29, 2016 

The SC Department of Health and Environmental Control has launched a new website that 

allows people to search for restaurant inspection scores. DHEC said Tuesday that the SC Food 

Grades website is accessible on desktop and mobile devices and includes a new interactive 

map search tool. Users can search for nearby restaurants on a map or search by name, 

address, or other factors to view the two most recent inspection scores and official inspection 

reports.  "Food safety is our number one goal, and this innovative new tool provides the public 

with up-to-date information in a user-friendly format," said Renee Shealy, Chief of DHEC's 

Bureau of Environmental Health Services. "South Carolina is known for its good food, and DHEC 

works closely with retail food establishments to help ensure that good hospitality and food 

safety are always hand-in-hand." Bicuit Head, which just opened another location in Greenville, 

says inspections are extremely important, but it is a lot of work to keep a good rating.  "Our goal 

is to have a 100 percent health score, every time we have an inspection," said owner Jason 

Roy.  A spokesman for DHEC told FOX Carolina the aim of the new website is to provide more 

transparency for consumers and more incentive for restaurants to make the grade.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.scdhec.gov/apps/environment/foodgrades/
http://www.scdhec.gov/apps/environment/foodgrades/
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PROGRAM ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 
SECOND QUARTER 2016 

 

 
 

Problem/Need:  JOBS, ECONOMY, GROWTH 
 

 
April 2, 2016 

 

Charter Communications is looking to hire 50 people in the Upstate.  Charter will hold a job fair 

at the Simpsonville Call Center on March 12 from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m. Interested sales 

candidates should apply online in advance of the fair and bring a copy of their resume to the 

on-site recruiters the day of the event.  Complete job descriptions are available at 

www.charter.com/careers.  Potential employees should have a high school diploma or 

equivalent, previous sales, customer service or call center experience. On-the-spot interviews 

will be conducted during the career fair and candidates could receive an employment offer 

shortly thereafter. Candidates must be able to pass pre-employment requirements including: a 

drug test, education verification/or equivalent experience and criminal background check.  

The call center is located at 2 Digital Place, Simpsonville, S.C. 

 

 

April 6, 2016 

 

Police in Florida say a substitute teacher was under the influence in the classroom.  Holly Joel 

was charged with child neglect, disorderly intoxication, and interfering with school 

administration functions, according to a Sanford Police Department Facebook post. A school 

resource officer assigned to the elementary school where Joel was teaching Tuesday was 

notified by school staff that a substitute teacher was possibly intoxicated while on duty. Joel, 

who was employed by Seminole County Public Schools as a substitute teacher, was caring for 

numerous elementary-aged students. Police determined that Joel was under the influence of 

alcohol and had interfered with the learning environment necessary for education, police said. 

 

 

April 13, 2016 

 

Fitesa announced Wednesday plans to increase production capacity at its Simpsonville plant 

and create 38 new jobs as part of a $52 million investment. Fitesa, established in 1973, is a 

“global leader and innovator in the design and manufacture of nonwoven fabric solutions for 

the global hygiene market,” according to a news release. The Simpsonville plant, located at 

840 Southeast Main Street, opened in 1990. It’s one of 11 Fitesa plants located across eight 

countries worldwide.  The plant manufactures “spunmelt fabric.” The company will build a 

20,000 square-foot addition to the existing plant, add equipment, and make additional 

improvements to ramp up production. “Our mission is to be the preferred choice for the supply 

of nonwoven fabrics to the global hygiene industry, and to deliver high quality products with 

https://www.facebook.com/SanfordPolice/
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exceptional service and sustainable processes,” said Fitesa Global Marketing Director Ray 

Dunleavy. “We are pleased to continue to grow our operations here and appreciate the 

support of Greenville County in making this announcement a reality.” The company expects 

the improvements to be completed by the fourth quarter of 2017, and hiring for the new 

positions will begin in the spring of 2017.   

 

 

April 14, 2016 

 

Ushers Machine and Tool County is expanding its Greenville County operations in Greenville 

County. Officials say the project brings a $12.5 million investment and will create 50 new jobs in 

the Upstate. Established in 1946, Ushers provides original equipment manufacturers (OEMs) with 

parts and services for power generation land-based gas turbines.  “We are excited to expand 

into this key region of the country for gas turbine power generation OEM manufacturing. We 

specifically chose Greenville in direct response to our continued growth in repeat sales and 

demands for new business. This move will definitely strengthen the relationship with our 

customers and create even more opportunity for mutual success in this highly-competitive 

global market,” President and CEO Donald Lincoln said in a statement. The business is at 6998 

Pelham Parkway in Greenville. The newly-renovated 72,000-square-foot facility is expected to 

be fully operational in the third quarter of 2016. 

 

April 21, 2016 

 

GF Linamar is heading to Henderson County, and with that brings numerous jobs. The company 

will create 350 jobs all the while construct a state-of-the-art aluminum die casting operation in 

Henderson Co. Drawing from both partners’ expertise, the company will produce light-weight 

powertrain, driveline and structural components for the automotive industry. “We are very 

pleased to announce that we have selected Henderson County, North Carolina as the site of 

GF Linamar LLC,” stated Linda Hasenfratz, CEO of Linamar. “A fantastic workforce and great 

business environment will drive our success to serve customers in the southern US.” The 

company will break ground in Ferncliff Park located on the I-26 corridor in Western North 

Carolina’s employment center. $217 million will be invested in building and equipment over 

seven years, with production scheduled to begin in mid-2017. Over the next five years, 350 new 

jobs will be created with an average wage of $47,738 per year, resulting in $16.7 million in new 

annual payroll.  For more information on the Henderson County Partnership for Economic 

Development and its role in protecting and building a strong local economy, 

visit www.strategiclocation.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=27216988&msgid=709759&act=HMU5&c=264645&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.strategiclocation.com
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May 5, 2016 

 

The Greenville Area Development Corporation announced Thursday that RMF plans to expand 

its current operations in Greenville County by building a second facility at the Matrix Business & 

Technology Park on US 25. The creation of the new facility is expected to generate at least 40 

new jobs over the next two years. RMF has created more than 100 jobs since the company 

began operations in Greenville in 2001, GADC said. "The region's automotive, heavy truck and 

industrial equipment manufacturers continue to drive our growth," said John Pazdan, president 

and CEO of RMF. "We are seeing increased demand in our core businesses of electroplating, 

electrocoating and powder coating as well as growth in warehousing, supply chain 

management and third party inspection. We continue to innovate to offer unmatched 

comprehensive solutions for assembly operations throughout the Southeast." Construction on 

the new Matrix facility is expected to be complete by June, 2016. RMF's second facility will add 

an additional 85,000 square feet, and the 24-acre site will have a pad for a future 200,000 

square-foot warehouse when needed in the future. According to the release RMF is the largest 

metal finishing company on the East Coast. The company currently operates three facilities in 

Greenville County, and serves many of the Interstate 85 corridor's 200-plus automotive, heavy 

truck and industrial equipment suppliers. 

 

 

 

May 11, 2016 

 

A manufacturer of rough plumbing fixtures, Sioux Chief Manufacturing, is launching new 

operations in Cherokee County.  They're investment is expected to create 77 new jobs and 

bring in $2.5 million of new capital investment.  “We couldn’t be more excited to announce 

another huge win for South Carolina’s manufacturing industry in Sioux Chief Manufacturing’s 

decision to invest $2.5 million and create 77 new jobs in Cherokee County.” Stated Governor 

Nikki Haley, “We’re thrilled to see the impact this decision will have on the people of Cherokee, 

and look forward to seeing this fantastic company thrive here for many years to come.”  Sioux 

Chief Manufacturing is considered by many a leading manufacturer that designs, build and 

maintains its own machines and equipment.  The company’s new corporate headquarters will 

be located at 815 Pickens Street in Chesnee. The Cherokee County facility will also hold house 

engineering, warehouse and distribution operations.  If interested in joining the Sioux Chief 

Manufacturing team, visit the company’s career page online here. Hiring for the new positions 

has already begun. 

 

May 26, 2016 

Reliable Automatic Sprinkler Company is expanding in Pickens County and plans to create 100 

new jobs as part of the $23 million investment, Gov. Nikki Haley’s office said Thursday. Reliable, 

one of the world’s largest producers of automatic fire sprinklers, said they will add 150,000 

square feet to their facility on Smith Grove Road in Liberty to bring their total facility space to 

452,000 square feet. “Reliable is extremely thankful for the land grant and tax credits provided 

by the state of South Carolina and Pickens County,” Reliable Automatic Sprinkler Co., Inc. 

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=26955646&msgid=133055&act=G7AY&c=1561287&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.siouxchief.com%2Fcareers
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President Kevin T. Fee said. “The additional land will allow us to expand our facilities and to 

develop the necessary additional capacity to put Reliable in a position to fulfill its potential in 

the growth of the fire sprinkler market. The state of South Carolina and Pickens County are 

playing a major role in enhancing our ability in the manufacturing and distribution of fire 

sprinkler protection products throughout the world. We are appreciative of the strategic 

partnership that exists among the state of South Carolina, Pickens County, and Reliable.” – “It’s 

always exciting to see one of our very own companies find success and continue to invest in 

our state and its people,” Gov. Nikki Haley said. “Reliable Automatic Sprinkler Co.’s $23 million 

investment, and the 100 jobs it will create in Pickens County, speaks volumes about the state of 

manufacturing in South Carolina and the world-class workforce present in every part of our 

state.” Reliable was founded in 1920 and is headquartered in Elmsford, NY. The company has 

operations across the United States, as well as in England, Germany, Singapore, China, Australia 

and the United Arab Emirates.  

 

 

May 26, 2016 

 

BI-LO is holding a job fair Thursday to fill part-time positions available stores in the greater Greer 

and Lyman areas. The job fair will be from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the BI-LO at 14154 East Wade 

Hampton Blvd. in Greer. Positions include third shift stockers and opening in the produce, meat, 

deli and bakery departments. Hiring agents will accept applications and conduct on-site 

interviews. 

 

 

June 1, 2016 

 

A job fair this week at Goodwill Industries could be just what many people need right now to 

get back on their feet. It's a boost to the economy and often securing a job is a life-changing 

event for those searching.  We've all heard the saying- searching for a job is a full-time job. 

Now job partners at Goodwill Industries are trying to take some of the stress out of job hunting 

with a week long program to help people land a job.   The job fair started Tuesday at Goodwill 

Job Connection. There was a youth job fair for younger workers. Also, job seekers get a week 

full of do's and don’ts to get the job, with resume help and interviewing coaching. Then there’s 

another job fair on Friday at the Greenville, Simpsonville, Easley, and Columbia job 

connections.  15-year-old Zora Brewster is looking for a summer job and because she is new to 

the employment industry, she is eager to find any job. She said she wanted to work to begin 

getting experience. "Just for the work experience, just having - because in the future i want to 

own my own business." Zora is a Mauldin High School teenager. She already recognizes the 

benefit of a job now: to help with college acceptance. "Starting early of course, you always 

want to just build your resume for college and other jobs in the future," she said. Zora Brewster 

came to the youth job fair at goodwill for workers- 14 to 24-years-old. But the next few days will 

offer anyone assistance to land a job. That includes resume help and advice to do well in those 

interviews. Employees at Goodwill are excited about the jobs people will get this week. Crystal 

Hardesty told us, "this week is national goodwill week, always the first week of May and we are 

celebrating this week by really trying to offer job seekers in the community as many 

opportunities as possible." According to the U.S. Department of Labor, the number of people 
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applying for jobless benefits is the lowest it’s been since 1973. But there are still thousands of 

people looking for work. Many jobs unfilled.Analysts say some of those jobs are due to a skills 

gap. Crystal Hardesty is the Goodwill Marketing Director for the Upstate and the Midlands of 

South Carolina.   She said,"Some of the positions they're hiring for are well paid, some are 

certified positions, and others are entry level. Maybe they can get in without the certification, 

but they can earn it. People can also come through our job training programs and earn 

certification in skills in manufacturing or CAN as well."  South Carolina alone saw an increase in 

an additional 12,000 employees on the payroll from February to March. Unemployment is 

above the national average though at 6.7 percent.  But Hardesty said the Goodwill is making 

progress to help people find jobs.  "At Goodwill job fairs, we have an employer whose usually 

hiring for several different positions. So, someone can come in and even if they're not quite right 

for one the employer is seeking, there's lots of other opportunities, "she said. Nationally - the 

unemployment rate is 5.5 percent.  A week of Goodwill might boost those numbers in the state 

and nationwide as well.   Last year, Goodwill placed about 10,000 people in jobs through it's 

jobs training programs and it's job connection sites. South Carolina and Georgia's rate is about 

the same at about 6 percent. (6.6 for SC/6.3 for Georgia)   North Carolina's unemployment rate 

is right at the national average of 5.5 percent.  Goodwill Week runs this year from May 2-6, 2016. 

 

 

 

June 2, 2016 

 

Employers are looking to full more than 2,200 open positions at a job fair in Spartanburg on 

Thursday. The Local Upstate Job Fair will be held at Spartanburg Community College’s 

downtown campus, which is located at 220 East Kennedy Street. 68 local employers will be 

taking applications and conducting interviews, according to SC Works. The job fair opened to 

veterans at 8 a.m. and will open to the general public at 10 a.m. The job fair ends at noon. 

Attendees are encouraged to bring multiple copies of their resumes and come dressed for a 

job interview. A list of employers at the event can be found at scworksupstate.com. 

 

 

June 6, 2016 

 

Governor Nikki Haley announced a new facility in the Upstate that will bring hundreds of jobs to 

the area.  Haley said Sitel, a global customer service provider, will be expanding in Spartanburg 

County with a new customer service experience center. The business growth will bring a $2.5. 

million investment and more than 400 full-time career opportunities over the next five years.  

Sitel was established in 1985 in Nashville, Tennessee and employs more than 61,000 workers 

worldwide. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://scworksupstate.com/


  

 18 

June 7, 2016 

 

On a day like this, Theresa Morrison soaks up the sun and so do her plants in order for them to 

grow. "We moved-in in November," Morrison said. She lives in Patrick Square in Clemson, a 

mixed-use community with businesses, restaurants, an education center and new homes. "I 

always wanted to come back to what I considered my roots," she said. And as her plants 

sprout, so do more neighborhoods and businesses in the Clemson area. "So, it is good to have 

more protection for residents," she said, and that's what Clemson Police Chief Jimmy Dixon 

thinks too. "With growth also comes growing pains," he said. Dixon says that's why he asked 

Clemson City Council for four new officers to add to his patrol for the next budget year. City 

administrators say to equip one officer, including a car, would cost about $90-$100,000. "I 

wanted them to know ahead of time that when the city expands, the police department 

expands," Dixon said Dixon also believes additional officers would cut down on response times. 

"We get there, we don't get there as fast as I would like for us to," he said. Patrick Bikas is a 

Clemson police officer. "September will be three years," Bikas said. He says because the city is 

expanding, it takes longer than before to get form one area of Tiger Boulevard to the other end 

of the city. "Maybe 15 to 20 minutes," Bikas said. He and his fellow officers work traffic, criminal 

and other filed cases. "We help each other out so that we can keep college students and 

residents safe," he said.  And that feeling of protection makes the growth for Morrison worth it. 

Right now there are 20 uniform patrol officers with the Clemson Police Department. And 

according to the rate of growth in the area by the U.S. Census Bureau, there could be more 

than 17,000 people living in Clemson by next year. The city administrator says council is 

reviewing the 23.8 million dollar budget for the city. The administrator says there are also other 

departments like public works and the fire department that need more manpower as well. 

 

 

June 8, 2016 

 

Whether you're looking for a summer job or a lifetime career, now may be a good time to find 

it. The U.S. has seen a nearly record breaking high of job opening in March.   That hiring may 

hold true for South Carolina as well. According to the labor department, nationally there were 

5.75 million job openings in April. About 2.1 million of those openings are coming from the 

South.  Those seeking jobs, networking or learning new skills in the Upstate, are noticing a 

difference in today's job market compared to previous years. Recruiters are also hoping 

summer jobs and tourism will boost the job market even more.  Although unemployment in 

South Carolina is higher than the national rate, employers say the job market outlook is strong.  

Human resource leaders are recruiting right now in the Upstate.They say the chances of finding 

work now has increased from past years.  They say if you add networking and new job skills, the 

job outlook is even more favorable.  Ava Smith runs Flat Fee Recruiting and is looking for workers 

to fill local job openings.  Greenville Tech is also helping workers with jobs skills training.  She said, 

 "Specifically an increase in the IT area, I do see some increase in certain sectors of healthcare, 

primarily what I’m seeing outside of that is a huge influx in requests for customer service 

positions, administration positions, marketing,"  Greenville Tech is offering a quick skills job 

training program to help workers fill the experience gap with some positions where there are 

few qualified candidates.  The training varies in length, but usually runs less than 6 
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months. “These are short term job training classes where you can get new job skills that match 

what the marketplace needs in a very quick time, 3 nights, 3 weeks, 3 months’ time frame. So, 

hands on learning," said trainer Steve Hand.  He added the program is designed for adults 

transitioning from one job to another.  Ava Smith with Flat Fee Recruiting also cited an increase 

in seasonal employment directly linking it to travel and tourism. She said, in her experience, 

most employers and workers are seeking permanent direct hires. She recommends prospective 

employees to be flexible and willing to adapt to change, and understand the kind of position 

you are seeking. 

 

 

June 28, 2016 

 

While gas prices normally rise in the summer months, GasBuddy reports that prices have been 

falling and the fuel price monitoring service predicts that prices at this pump this 

Independence Day will be at the lowest level since 2005.  GasBuddy predicts the national 

average will be $2.27 per gallon on the Fourth, down considerably from two summers ago 

when the national average hit $3.66 per gallon for the holiday. Gas Buddy also expects to see 

gas prices continue to fall throughout the year.  Prices are expected to fall below $2 per gallon 

by early November, barring any unforeseeable major impacts to the supply chain. 
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PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM OR NEED 

SECOND QUARTER 2016 
 

Problem/Need:  GOVERNMENT 

 
DATE    TIME   PROGRAM 
 

Sundays   10:00 am  FOX NEWS SUNDAY 

 

Description: 

Fox News Sunday is a national weekly program with current events and political issues. (60:00) 

 

PSA’s Aired: PEP SC 811 V1 

 

 

 
April 1, 2016 

 

Law enforcement officers across the country are showing their support for a fallen police officer 

who was shot and killed on her first day on the job by posting photos of their first day in uniform 

on social media. The social media movement began in wake of Officer Ashley Guindon’s 

death. Guindon was shot and killed while responding to a domestic violence call on Feb. 27, 

just a day after she was sworn in as a Prince William County police officer. Thousands of officers 

have taken to social media since then, posting photos from their first day behind a badge in 

tribute of Guindon and to raise awareness of threats police face every day they button up their 

uniforms. Many photos were posted with the hashtag #BlueLivesMatter. Several local police 

chiefs and sheriffs have shared their first day photos with us. Click here to see a slideshow of the 

photos. The following local law enforcement leaders are featured in the slideshow: Duncan 

police Chief Carl Long’s first day on the job with the SC Highway Patrol in 1979.  Simpsonville 

police Chief Keith Grounsell’s rookie year was 1998 with the Mauldin Police Department. 

Fountain Inn police Chief Keith Morton got his start in 1975 with the Greenville Police 

Department. Inman police chief Keith Tucker debuted in 1994 with the Chesnee Police 

Department. Greenville police Chief Ken Miller began his career in 1989 with Charlotte Police 

Department. Oconee County Sheriff Mike Crenshaw started as a deputy in the department in 

1987. Pickens County Sheriff Rick Clark started with the department in 1996.  Greenwood 

County Sheriff Tony Davis began his law enforcement career in 1974.  Laurens County Sheriff 

Ricky Chastain started with the Laurens County Sheriff's Office on January 11, 1990.  We are still 

waiting on more photos that area chiefs and sheriffs are in the process of dusting off. If you 

have a friend or loved one who is a law enforcement officer, you can e-mail  a photo from his 

or her first day on the job to foxcarolinanews@foxcarolina.com. Include the officer's name, the 

year the photo was taken and the agency the officer served with. 

 

 

 

http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation-now/2016/03/02/cops-honor-slain-officer-photos-their-first-day-job/81200750/
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/31335724/police-virginia-officer-fatally-shot-day-after-swearing-in
http://www.foxcarolina.com/link/764894/photos-local-cops-share-their-first-day-photos
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April 2, 2016 

 

Mosquito season is just weeks away and state officials are urging local governments to prepare. 

With warmer weather approaching, the S.C. Department of Health and Environmental Control 

(DHEC) is advising local governments to take action to protect communities from mosquito-

borne illnesses. The agency said in a news release Wednesday that historic flooding in October, 

along with a relatively warm winter, could increase mosquito populations and the threat of 

diseases like Zika virus. "DHEC is urging local governments to review, update or create local 

ordinances designed to help their mosquito control programs reduce or treat standing water 

that can provide breeding sites for mosquitoes. Mosquito control programs also should 

evaluate current response capacities and plans now before mosquito season begins in mid-

March. Those counties or municipalities without mosquito abatement programs are being 

encouraged to evaluate the need for a local program," according to the release.  Mosquitoes 

can spread illnesses such as West Nile virus, chikungunya, dengue, eastern equine encephalitis 

and the Zika virus. "We believe that elimination of breeding habitats now, thereby reducing 

mosquito populations, is the best way to prevent the spread of illness in our 

communities,"  Dr. Linda Bell said in the statement. Bell is also a state epidemiologist. Doctor 

Peter Adler, a Clemson University entomologist and member of DHEC's Zika Task Force, said in 

the statement that the Aedes aegypti mosquito is the principal carrier of the Zika virus and is 

found in small numbers in the Lowcountry.  "The Aedes albopictus mosquito is abundant in 

South Carolina, and the Zika virus has been linked to it elsewhere, making it a potential carrier," 

Adler said. Local authorities can help decrease the probability of mosquito-borne diseases by 

reducing breeding habitats, including roadsides, by removing objects that hold water.  "It's 

important to note that no cases of Zika have been identified in South Carolina at this time, and 

the virus is not currently found in mosquitoes in the United States. However, it's never too early 

for local governments and individuals to begin taking steps to eliminate mosquito breeding 

grounds to reduce the risk of mosquito-borne illness in their communities," Bell said.  For more 

information on steps that people can take to prevent mosquito bites and eliminate mosquito 

breeding grounds around their homes, click here.  

 

 

April 19, 2016 

 

All Greenville Municipal Court sessions scheduled Thursday have been canceled. A 

spokeswoman for the city of Greenville said court has been canceled for fallen Greenville 

Police Officer Allen Jacobs' funeral.  As of Tuesday afternoon, it was the only city government 

office that had been canceled.  Cases will be rescheduled, and the court will notify parties of 

the new court dates and times. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.scdhec.gov/mosquitoes/
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April 26, 2016 

 

An Upstate family wants to see harsher punishments for drivers responsible for deadly crashes.  

The family of 60-year-old Stanley Davis is mourning his loss. Davis was killed December 21 after 

troopers said a driver failed to yield. The family said the car was turning left and ran into Davis 

on his motorcycle. Davis was pronounced dead at the scene.  Troopers said the driver was just 

a 17-year-old and she faces a misdemeanor charge. Rhonda Davis, Stanley's wife, said she 

doesn't think the punishment fits the crime.  "She's going to pay her fine and go on with her life, 

she took something that can't be replaced and that will not be replaced," Davis said.  Davis 

added she doesn't want the driver to go to jail, but it has sparked her outrage and concern for 

other drivers. She hopes to work with state officials to pass a bill called "Papa's Law." The law 

aims to temporarily suspend a person's drivers license if they accidentally kill another driver.  

Attorney Steve Sumner said there's more to the accident legally than the tragedy.   "In South 

Carolina, the state must prove to a jury beyond a reasonable doubt that there was criminal 

negligence, not just negligence or being distracted," Sumner said. "I need to get petitions out, 

signatures, I need to send letters to senators and the congressman," Davis said. "I lost my best 

friend."  

 

 

 

May 6, 2016 

 

An amendment proposed by an Upstate legislator to the South Carolina Safe Haven law is 

being discussed in the Senate. The amendment would allow parents to leave abandoned 

children as old as six months with fire, law enforcement or church staff. The amendment would 

also require all Safe Haven locations to post signage indicating children can be dropped off 

there.  "If for whatever reason [the parents] don't want to keep the child, we don't want the 

child in danger," said Rep. Donna Hicks (R), Spartanburg. Hicks cited numerous cases, including 

a recent one in Horry County, where a mother was accused of drowning her unwanted baby in 

a creek. Another baby was left in a dumpster, and an Anderson County woman was arrested 

and accused of suffocating her newborn baby with a trash bag.  Hicks said the Safe Haven law 

serves to protect babies from senseless acts of violence, and allows mothers and fathers ill-

equipped to care for them a way to make sure they are provided for.  "It's a person that is in a 

very traumatic situation," Hicks said.  Currently, babies 30 days old and younger are allowed to 

be dropped off, but  Hicks recently sponsored the amendment that would raise the drop off 

age to children as old as six months.  "Usually at six months a child is still very, very vulnerable," 

she said. Boiling Springs Fire Chief Scott Miller said first responders are trained to handle 

situations in which a parent leaves a child at a Safe Haven location.  "DSS (Department of 

Social Security) will come out and do some hands-on training with us in terms of what kind of 

information we need to get," said Miller.  Hicks' bill to raise the drop-off age passed in the 

House. She said she is looking to other states, like Indiana, where infants can now be dropped 

off at what is being called a Baby Box. The new program allows parents to leave babies 

anonymously. Alarms are set up in the box to alert staff when a baby is left.  Hicks said she may 

bring up a similar measure next session. "The box could be checked very frequently, so it 
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wouldn't be but a moment, possibly, before the child was dropped off and the baby was found 

and rescued," she said. 

 

 

May 13, 2016 

 

Dan Bracken is teaching his children a lesson on history and the solar system."For our children 

they've seen a world they don't necessarily get to see every day," Bracken said. His children are 

home-schooled and he's a foster parent. "We have four children that are ours- and we're 

fostering a 5th right now," he said. It's a calling that has also turned him into an advocate. Right 

now, state laws won't allow him to go on vacation with his foster child without a long approval 

process. "This past fall we wanted to go apple picking as a family- just across the state line - we 

couldn't," Bracken said. He's part of the support group Speak Up South Carolina: Voices for 

Foster Care Reform and so is his friend, Trey Ingram. "A family is the best place for a child to 

grow and thrive," Ingram said. He and others are supporting new proposed bills that would 

change foster care laws. One in particular, is called the Max 5 proposal. "We're moving the cap 

from five children to eight," he said. Right now, more than five children can't be in a home if 

another foster child wanted an overnight visit. "We have four daughters of our own and we 

have a foster son," he said. "So, we're maxed out." State Rep. Joshua Putnam drafted proposed 

bills to change some of these laws. "It's a huge step in South Carolina," Putnam said. One is 

proposed House Bill 4546. "It allows foster kids the ability to have their hair cut, to go overnight," 

Putnam said. "All that has to be approved by a DSS case worker." The other proposal, is House 

Bill 4492. "It allows them to say what they believe is in the best interest of that foster child," 

Putnam said. And foster parents believe it could be a lesson and healthy lifestyle change for 

foster children. Right now H. 4546 and H. 4492 are being reviewed by the Senate. If you're 

interested in becoming a foster care parent, click here. 

 

 

 

May 18, 2016 

 

Local law enforcement officers will carry the “Torch of Hope” for the Special Olympics to mark 

the state of the 2016 Spring Games Wednesday.  Deputies from the Greenville County Sheriff’s 

Office and officers from the Greenville Police Department carried the torch on a run from the 

Travelers Rest Police Department to Furman University, where the Spring Games will be played. 

 

 

May 20, 2016 

 

President Barack Obama says North Carolina's law that limits anti-discrimination protections for 

lesbian, gay and transgender people is wrong should be overturned. Obama is criticizing the 

state law and others targeting LGBT people during a news conference in London. He says 

they're in response to politics and strong emotions. Obama says some of the proponents are 

good people but that he disagrees with them. Obama is commenting after the U.K. put out a 

http://www.facebook.com/speakupsc/
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travel advisory warning British citizens about possible discrimination if they travel to certain U.S. 

states. Obama says Americans in those states are "wonderful people" and that British citizens 

should feel free to come and enjoy themselves. He says they'll be treated with "extraordinary 

hospitality." Obama says the U.S. isn't unique in having a federal system where states can make 

their own policies. 

 

 

June 1. 2016 

 

The U.S. Justice Department says a North Carolina law that limits protections to LGBT people 

violates federal civil rights laws. The Obama Administration agency on Wednesday put North 

Carolina Gov. Pat McCrory on notice that that state officials must confirm by Monday that 

they will not comply with or implement the law called House Bill 2. A letter from the Justice 

Department obtained by The Associated Press said the law violates Title IX of the Civil Rights 

Act, which bars discrimination in education based on sex. That could lead to North Carolina 

losing hundreds of millions of dollars in federal school funding. 

 

 

 

June 14, 2016 

 

Greenville County deputies, city police officers, state troopers and federal law enforcement 

officers living and working in Greenville County will pause Tuesday to honor the officers who 

gave their lives while protecting the county.  The public is also invited to attend the ceremony, 

which has been moved to an indoor location due to weather.  A spokesman for the sheriff’s 

office said the ceremony will begin at 11:30 a.m. in Greenville County Council Chambers, 

located at 301 University Ridge, Suite 2400. Representatives from the Greenville County Sheriff's 

Office, Greenville City Police Department, and the South Carolina Highway Patrol will attend 

the Law Enforcement Memorial Service. During the service, which will include a memorial roll 

call for all of the Greenville law enforcement officers who died in the line of duty.  The most 

recent officer to be added to the list was Allen Jacobs, a 28-year-old Greenville police officer 

who was shot and killed by a 17-year-old in the Nicholtown community on March 18. Jacobs 

was the first Greenville police officer to be killed in the line of duty in nearly two decades.  

Family members of the fallen heroes will be present at the ceremony, officials said.  The Blood 

Connection will also hold a blood drive in the LEC’s front parking lot. Deputies said people are 

encouraged to pay tribute to fallen officers by giving blood and saving the lives of others. Each 

person who gives blood will receive a commemorative law enforcement t-shirt. 

 

June 28, 2016 

 

Senate Democrats on Tuesday blocked a Republican proposal to provide $1.1 billion to fight 

the Zika virus, faulting the GOP for packing the measure with restrictions on Planned 

Parenthood money and changes to policies on pesticide spraying. The nearly party-line 52-48 

vote Tuesday left the Senate short of the 60 votes required to advance the measure. What 

happens next is unclear, though neither side is looking forward to leaving Washington next for a 
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seven-week vacation without having acted to address the health threat. Zika is spread mainly 

by a tropical mosquito and is causing an epidemic in Latin America and the Caribbean. The 

virus can cause horrible birth defects and is likely to spread further this summer. Democrats 

pressed to resume negotiations while Republicans insisted, for now at least, that the measure 

negotiated by House and Senate Republicans is the best the Obama administration is going to 

get. The administration has requested $1.9 billion in emergency funds in February. "There's not 

going to be another opportunity to deal with this in the near future," promised No. 2 Senate 

Republican John Cornyn of Texas. The House-Senate measure matches the $1.1 billion measure 

that passed the Senate last month on a sweeping vote, but Democrats oppose a handful of 

provisions designed to mollify GOP conservatives in the House and the attachment of 

companion spending cuts to defray its cost. Democrats particularly oppose a provision that 

restricts the use of $95 million worth of federal grants to provide services such as birth control to 

women in Puerto Rico threatened by the virus. Democrats charged that the restrictions were 

targeted at Planned Parenthood, a group loathed by many anti-abortion Republicans. 

Democrats argue that Republicans used the bill to push their ideology. In addition to the limits 

on Planned Parenthood, the bill would lift restrictions on pesticide spraying that is opposed by 

environmentalists. Even as Democrats pressed for compromise, they crowed that Republicans 

controlling Congress would soon reconsider. "They come back with their tail between their legs 

saying 'Let's pass something,'" said Sen. Charles Schumer, D-N.Y. President Barack Obama 

requested $1.9 billion back in February but Republicans controlling Congress were slow to act, 

instead forcing the administration to redirect more than $500 million in unspent Ebola-fighting 

funds to combat Zika. 
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PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 

SECOND QUARTER 2016 
 

Problem/Need:  ENVIRONMENT 

 

 

PSA’s Aired:   

 
April 6, 2016 

 

Police in Florida say a substitute teacher was under the influence in the classroom.  Holly Joel 

was charged with child neglect, disorderly intoxication, and interfering with school 

administration functions, according to a Sanford Police Department Facebook post. A school 

resource officer assigned to the elementary school where Joel was teaching Tuesday was 

notified by school staff that a substitute teacher was possibly intoxicated while on duty. Joel, 

who was employed by Seminole County Public Schools as a substitute teacher, was caring for 

numerous elementary-aged students. Police determined that Joel was under the influence of 

alcohol and had interfered with the learning environment necessary for education, police said. 

 

 

April 8, 2016 

 

South Carolina’s Department of Juvenile Justice is investigating allegations of abuse at a camp 

in Union County. DJJ officials said the incident reportedly took place at Camp White Pines on 

Sunday. The camp is operated by AMIKids, a private company, officials said. According to the 

DJJ website, the camp is one of many alternative marine, wilderness, and special treatment 

facilities that provide group home services for juveniles on transfer, probation, or parole. 

AMIKids said the White Pines facility in Jonesville reopened in 2015 "to serve kids who are 

experiencing relational or behavioral problems and are not able to function successfully in a 

less restrictive community environment and provide them the additional care and 

individualized attention needed to transform their lives." Officials said the investigation was 

ongoing and that further details of the allegations could not be released at the time. 

 

 

 

April 14, 2016 

 

A new skating rink opens Friday in Belton. Mayor Wendell Page will attend a ribbon cutting at 

the Burton Entertainment Center on South Main Street at 3 p.m. according to Heather Burton, 

owner of the new facility. The Burton Entertainment Center is located in the old Winn-Dixie 

https://www.facebook.com/SanfordPolice/
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building. Burton, a mother of five, said she felt Belton needed an attraction that could provide 

a safe and fun environment for families. A grand opening celebration will start at 7 p.m. Friday. 

 

 

 

April 28, 2016 

 

Regal Hollywood Stadium 20 will be turning the sound down and the lights up for some special 

screenings this spring and summer. The theater on Woodruff Road will be showing Zootopia on 

Saturday at 10:30 a.m. as part of the My Way Matinee program. These special sensory-friendly 

screenings offer an environment where the audience is able to move around, dance and 

make noise without being told to stop. Lights are raised and the volume is lowered to help 

those with sensory sensitivities. The National Autism Society said some with autism have difficulty 

processing sensory information and certain experiences can be overwhelming. My Way 

Matinee offers movie-goers with sensory sensitivities an opportunity to enjoy films on the big 

screen. Upcoming sensory-friendly screenings at Regal cinemas include: Zootopia - April 2 

@ 10:30 a.m. The Angry Birds Movie - June 4 @ 10:30 a.m. Finding Dory - July 9 @ 10:30 a.m. Ice 

Age Collision Course - August 5 @ 10:30 a.m. 

 

 

May 8, 2016 

 

Tucanos Brazilian Grill is looking to hire 150 full and part-time workers for the new restaurant on 

Woodruff Road in Greenville. In-person interviews will begin Tuesday at the Tucanos hiring and 

training pop-up space at the Verdae Village shopping center, located at 101 Verdae 

Boulevard. Applications will be accepted from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. through Saturday. Apply online 

here. "We're excited to build out a team that can deliver our unique, festive dining experience," 

said James Wagner, General Manager of the Greenville location. "It's our goal to provide a fun, 

high-energy work environment designed for motivated individuals to excel and enjoy their 

jobs." Tucanos is expected to open soon next to Regal Cinemas Hollywood 20 in the Magnolia 

Point shopping complex. 

 

 

May 19, 2016 

 

Duke Energy's World of Energy at Oconee Nuclear Station hosted an orchid show and sale 

Friday and Saturday. The seventh annual event is a partnership with the Blue Ridge Orchid 

Society of South Carolina. Beautiful and unusual orchid of all shapes, sizes and varieties were on 

display, while society members answered questions about growing and caring for orchids. 

Visitors also had the chance to learn about the orchid's history and join the Blue Ridge Orchid 

Society. Proceeds from orchid sales benefited the Blue Ridge Orchid Society. Duke Energy's 

World of Energy at 7812 Rochester Highway is an interactive education center that offers 

focuses on informing the public about energy production and the environment. All events and 

activities are free and open to the public. For more information, contact 864-873-4600 or click 

here.  

http://www.tucanos.com/employment/application.php.
http://www.duke-energy.com/visitor-centers/world-of-energy.asp
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May 21, 2016 

 

Some Clemson students are getting to graduate a little earlier than most. Students of the 

Clemson LIFE program graduated on Saturday morning at the Strom Thurmond Institute.  The 

Clemson LIFE program is focused on helping those with special needs.  "The Clemson LIFE 

Program offers a 2-year Basic Program that incorporates functional academics, independent 

living, employment, social/leisure skills, and health/wellness skills in a public university setting 

with the goal of producing self-sufficient young adults." Students are given set courses, 

independent living, employment, counseling, socialization, as well as health and wellness.  

“Clemson LIFE’s ceremony provides a much more intimate environment for everyone involved,” 

Chris Egan said. “We want our graduates’ family, friends and teachers to hear just how much 

their time at Clemson has meant to them.” The program honored graduates Hope McSwain 

Banks, Steven Bennet Fleming Jr., Rion Holcombe and Jacob Austin Stark. Holcombe gained 

serious media attention in 2014 after his acceptance video surfaced online. That video here.  

 

 

May 26, 2016 

 

A group from Greenville will be meeting with NCAA officials next week to discuss future 

tournaments. The NCAA is currently hearing bids in Indianapolis for future events. The 

contingent from Greenville will include Furman University athletic director Mike Buddie, a 

Furman spokesperson said. In July 2015, the NCAA lifted the ban on holding championships in 

South Carolina after the removal of the Confederate flag from State House grounds, making 

cities eligible to host NCAA basketball tournaments, conference basketball tournaments and 

bowl games. On Wednesday, the NCAA Board of Governors adopted a new requirement 

requiring sites bidding for NCAA events to "demonstrate how they will provide an environment 

that is safe, healthy and free of discrimination, plus safeguards the dignity of everyone involved 

in the event." 

 

June 8, 2016 

 

Whether you like it or not, geese are a part of the environment.   "They're really pretty around 

here, they make the park look even better," said Spartanburg resident Monica Powell.  Many 

people in Greenville said they don't have an issue with the current influx of geese, but do 

said they are aware, they can be aggressive.  "I guess unless you do something terrible to them, 

you know, they're not really gonna bother you, I have no problem with them," said Greenville 

resident Nancy Washington. But if the geese are overcrowding your home, apartment complex 

or place of work, Goose Busters II is often called in to help. The Goose Chasers, as they call 

themselves, use boarder collies to heard the geese to a new location. "After they get done 

nesting, they go through a period where they lose their flight feathers and it's called molting," 

said Matthew Travis.  Travis is a goose chaser and he and his dog Macy work in Greenville.  He 

http://www.clemson.edu/education/culife/about/index.html
http://www.clemson.edu/education/culife/about/index.html
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/24257368/students-acceptance-to-clemson-goes-viral
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uses commands to tell her what to do. "They get down into something called a Boarder Collie 

eye, and that's very important to have that eye to want to stalk it and makes the goose think 

that there's a predator," said Travis.  But their work is completely humane, and if they aren't 

brought in in time, "They'll start to eat your grass, landscaping, they tear up things," said Travis.  

He said it will be clear to see if the geese are going through the molting process because he 

says their feathers will look frazzled and you will see large feathers lying around.  

 

 

June 9, 2016 

 

The Ramsey Family Branch of Greenville County Library System will host a ribbon cutting on 

Thursday for the newly installed Born Learning Trail, which officials said will provide parents, 

grandparents and caregivers a special way to turn everyday moments into fun learning 

opportunities with children. The Born Learning Trail consists of 10 activity stations that 

"encourage playful activity and learning in an outdoor environment," says Karen Allen, Youth 

Services Manager for Greenville County Library System. "On the trail, caregivers interact with 

their young children and participate in early literacy activities in an organic way,” Allen said. 

“The library system is dedicated to encouraging the development of early literacy skills and the 

Born Learning Trail is another way we provide the opportunity for children and their caregivers 

to play and learn together." The Born Learning Trail at Ramsey Family Branch is the sixth such 

installation in Greenville County. Born Learning is an innovative public engagement campaign 

from United Way Worldwide, according to a news release. The Ramsey Branch Library is 

located at 100 Lydia Street, Greenville 

 

June 14, 2016 

When a gun went off at Southside High School on Friday, Rob Rhodes, the head of Greenville 

County Schools counseling services knew that his Aftercare Response team or A.R.T would be 

needed. "We want to be there for students to provide warmth and empathy," Rhodes said. 

"And to work through that process of understanding loss." Rhodes said his team also steps in on 

other occasions like the recent passing of two district siblings in a horrific car crash. "We're 

working together to support them and that we all share, and that we are all going though that 

with them," Rhodes said. Rhodes said these kinds of tragedies or scary situations can be hard for 

young students to understand. "The response is similar in some ways but unique in others, 

because you work with different age students," Rhodes said. "You go into the school and 

identify what the need is and establish a safe environment for those students." The A.R.T is made 

up of 25 counselors and social workers that have received specialized training according to 

Rhodes who said the team is ready to activate at a moments notice. "Our role is to support the 

school in their regular operation," Rhodes said. "But identify students and staff experiencing 

difficulty." Rhodes said beside the A.R.T more than 200 counselors are employed by the district 

and work to keep parents informed of troubling situations at school because Rhodes said 

hearing the truth in a safe environment is a key to helping the district's families cope with 

tragedy. "We're there to support their child," Rhodes said. "To help them, to listen to them, as if 

they were our own." 
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June 15, 2016 

 

Duke Energy's World of Energy at Oconee Nuclear Station hosted an orchid show and sale 

Friday and Saturday. The seventh annual event is a partnership with the Blue Ridge Orchid 

Society of South Carolina. Beautiful and unusual orchid of all shapes, sizes and varieties were on 

display, while society members answered questions about growing and caring for orchids. 

Visitors also had the chance to learn about the orchid's history and join the Blue Ridge Orchid 

Society. Proceeds from orchid sales benefited the Blue Ridge Orchid Society. Duke Energy's 

World of Energy at 7812 Rochester Highway is an interactive education center that offers 

focuses on informing the public about energy production and the environment. All events and 

activities are free and open to the public. For more information, contact 864-873-4600 or click 

here.  

 

June 30, 2016 

More jobs are expected to come to Greenville County this summer. PA Solutions, a full-service 

automation controls engineering company, announced it is constructing a new facility on Keys 

Drive in Greenville. The new location is expected to complement the company's existing U.S. 

headquarters which are also located in Greenville, on Executive Center Drive. PA Solutions now 

has more than 50 locations worldwide. The company said the new Greenville facility will include 

an engineering department with a focus on electrical design, PLC and robot simulation. 

Governor Nikki Haley said the development will bring $65,000 in new capital investment and 40 

new jobs to the area. "The 40 new jobs created by this investment are a real reason to 

celebrate, and we look forward to watching PA Solutions succeed and grow in South Carolina 

for many years to come," Haley said. Hiring will begin in summer of 2016 and those interested 

are asked to send resumes and cover letters to Workforce@PA-ATS.com. “We pride ourselves on 

the pro-business climate we’ve cultivated in South Carolina, and this announcement today is 

yet another testament to that environment," said Secretary of Commerce Bobby Hitt. "I 

congratulate PA Solutions on their decision to invest here, and we look forward to a long and 

prosperous relationship with them.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.duke-energy.com/visitor-centers/world-of-energy.asp
mailto:Workforce@PA-ATS.com
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PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 

SECOND QUARTER 2016 
 

Problem/Need:  EDUCATION 

 

PSA’s Aired:  
UNDERSTOOD.ORG (LEARNING AND ATTENTION ISSUES) 

BRAINHEALTH.ORG (ALZHEIMERS) 

 

 
April 5, 2016 

 

South Carolina's education superintendent says educators should ask officers to intervene only 

when students are being violent, not for minor classroom misconduct. Superintendent Molly 

Spearman said Tuesday her task force tried to take a commonsense approach to student 

discipline. She created the task force after a Richland County deputy yanked an 18-year-old 

student from her desk and threw her to the floor. Video of last fall's incident spread quickly 

nationwide, prompting questions about officers' roles in schools. The fired deputy was called to 

the classroom after the student refused to stop using her cellphone and would not leave the 

classroom. Spearman says educators need training on how to de-escalate situations. Under the 

recommendations, using a cellphone in class would be among the lowest-level offenses, with 

possible punishments including after-school detention. 

 

 

April 8, 2016 

 

South Carolina Superintendent of Education Molly M. Spearman will speak Friday at the 

"Education Appreciation Luncheon" at First Baptist Church Simpsonville. The luncheon will be 

from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the church located off East Curtis Street. 

 

 

April 11, 2016 

 

There was a lot of anger and emotion in Easley on Monday night, as parents and students 

learned two schools will be closed.  Among them are A.R.Lewis and Holly Springs Elementary 

they will also be consolidated into twp other schools, Ambler and Haygood elementary.  

Another school on the chopping block, Ambler Elementary was spared. The vote was four to 

two to close A.R. Lewis and Holly Springs Elementary.  "I'm not for taxes I don't like to pay more 

but if it was an option to take care of our children and to give a better future for our kids... I'm 

willing to sacrifice a little bit," said Shannon Hasket of the Parent Teacher Associate at Ambler 

Elementary.  Although it was decided not to close his school,  he said he was fighting for all of 

them.   "I'm very frustrated that these people were elected to represent us and they're not even 
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allowing us a voice in this," said Joe Della-Ferra a parent of two former A.R. Lewis students.  But 

not all board members were for this motion to close two schools in order to save money.   "The 

fact that his board is even considering this decision against the wishes of thousands who put 

the years and who's family's put generations into these schools and these communities with 

their time and their effort, it's reprehensible," said Alex Saitta.  In an emotional speech against 

the school closures, Alex Saitta who is on the school board proposed a motion to postpone the 

discussion indefinitely, it did not pass in a 4-2 vote. "Clearly the people that are here and that 

wanted to come tonight were opposed to any consolidation what so ever, but it's the boards 

responsibility to try and do what's best for the district as a whole and to do what's best in the 

long term," said John Eby a spokesperson for the school district.  Eby said the closures and 

consolidations will move be in affect this coming fall. 

 

 

April 16, 2016 

 

Greenville County School's released the following statement on the death of Greenville police 

officer Allen Jacobs.  Statement from Dr. W. Burke Royster, Superintendent, on Behalf of 

Greenville County Schools "We join with our community in mourning the tragic and senseless 

loss of Officer Allen Jacobs and extend our deepest sympathies to the family of Officer Jacobs 

and the Greenville City Police Department. Officer Jacobs was well known to many of our 

students, faculty and staff. He instructed students in the schools within the City of Greenville 

about the dangers of gang involvement, mentored young people, and in his off-duty time 

continued his service to our schools as a zone patrol officer. Officer Jacobs made a difference 

and his positive impact will continue through the lives of those he influenced through his 

service. Our thoughts and prayers are with the Jacobs family, the Greenville Police and our 

community." 

 

 

April 23, 2016 

 

Hundreds gathered at the Dream Center in Easley for an education gang forum. Local police, 

parents, students, even the mother of 17 year-old Kejuan Brown were in attendance. Brown 

was shot in February and died at the scene of a bowling alley. This incident sparked 

conversations about gangs hitting the Upstate.  "The community was just shocked, we have 

gangs here in Pickens County...but they're here," Amber Anderson said. Anderson started the 

program "Operation Impact". It aims to empower the community and help parents stay 

connected to their children.Stacey Ashmoore, a community outreach coordinator, said there 

needs to be a sense of unity in the household. Many times children will turn to gangs as a 

substitute family. He added it's important to get involved in the community and do something 

positive.  Local law enforcement broke out into smaller groups with students. When asked if 

they had ever been approached by a gang, many students raised their hand.  "We have fifty 

gangs in Greenville County," Ashmoore said. "That's too many youths." Brown's mother is all too 

familiar with the deadly reality of gun violence. Anderson said she doesn't want to see another 

incident like this happen in the community.  "Family doesn't lead you down a destructive path, 

family doesn't put you down and then deliver you to your mother in a box...in a casket," she 

said.  Another forum is expected to take place in three months.  
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April 28, 2016 

 

Union County Schools announced a new superintendent for the district on Thursday. School 

officials said Dr. William F. Roach Jr. is currently assistant superintendent for administration in 

Pickens County. He has previously served as a teacher, coach, assistant principal and principal 

in Greenville. Roach is Furman University graduate with a Ph.D. in education administration from 

the University of South Carolina. 

 

April 30, 2016 

 

The South Carolina Department of Archives designated the Fork Shoals School in southern 

Greenville County as a historical landmark Thursday. A marker was unveiled at the school on 

McKelvey Road which tells the history of the school, which can be traced back to the 1870s. 

According to the school’s website, the school likely started as a one-room log cabin on the 

grounds of Fork Shoals Baptist Church. Read more about the school’s history here. 

 

 

May 4, 2016 

 

Greenville police have renamed the annual Gang Resistance Education and Training summer 

camp in honor of fallen Officer Allen Jacobs.  Police announced via Facebook that starting in 

2016, the camp would be known as the Officer Allen Jacobs G.R.E.A.T Summer Camp.  Jacobs 

was shot and killed while on duty in the Nicholtown community in March by a gang member, 

according to police Chief Ken Miller. Jacobs was an Army veteran who served in Iraq and 

Afghanistan before serving his community. He leaves behind a wife and three children.  The 

camp will be from June 13 to 17 at Sterling Elementary School.  The free camp program is open 

to students who will be entering the 5th or 6th grade in the fall of 2016.  Transportation will be 

provided by the Greenville County School District with breakfast, lunch and snacks provided 

each day, police said.  The registration deadline is April 22. 

 

May 12, 2016 

 

Twenty five seventh graders from a Greenville County middle school will reveal what they 

learned in medical school on Thursday. The students from Riverside Middle School will deliver 

presentations on the signs of strokes and discuss stroke prevention tips they learned from 

instructors at the University of South Carolina School of Medicine in Greenville. Riverside school 

officials said the students studied with a neuroscience and neuroanatomical professor at the 

medical school, located on the Greenville Health System’s Memorial campus.  University of 

South Carolina School of Medicine Greenville students will judge the presentations. 

http://www.greenville.k12.sc.us/forksh/main.asp?titleid=history
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May 10, 2016 

 

The Spartanburg County District One Board of Trustees announced that Mrs. Shelley Bailey 

Brown will be the new principal of Mabry Middle School. Brown is a familiar face to District One 

Schools. She has served as assistant principal at Mabry since 2010. Prior to joining the staff at 

Mabry, Brown was an Administrative Assistant at Landrum Middle School. Brown began her 

career at Greenville County as a second grade teacher where she worked for four years, then 

for six years teaching English/Language Arts at Landrum Middle School. Brown will take over in 

July, replacing Marsha Clark, who is retiring after serving as the school’s leader for six years. “I 

am so honored for this opportunity to be the next principal of Mabry Middle School. Mabry is my 

home and it is a privilege for me to work with such an outstanding school community,” added 

Mrs. Brown. 

 

 

May 16, 2016 

People with asthma and respiratory issues were urged Monday to avoid vigorous outdoor 

activities with an air quality alert in effect until 9 p.m.  FOX Carolina reached out to area school 

districts to find out what precautions are taken when it comes to outdoor activities, such as 

recess, physical education (PE), athletic practice and sporting events.   Here's how school 

officials say they ensure the safety of children:  Greenville County Schools does not have a 

policy. "We do make recommendations and send out reminders. In fact, the head athletic 

trainer for the district sent out an air quality note this morning that was then forwarded to all 

athletic directors. The note was to remind coaches and PE teachers that all students with 

asthma, or other pre-existing breathing conditions need to have ready access to their inhalers 

during physical education and any sports practices," a spokesperson wrote in an email. In 

Spartanburg School District 5, athletic trainers monitor air quality alerts and typically limit 

outdoor practice time on a team-by-team basis.   Students who have known issues with 

allergies are handled on an individual basis. The same is true for PE and outdoor activities 

during school hours with each school aware of particular students that might have problems, 

and how to handle those on an individual basis. Spartanburg County School District 6 says it 

adjusts for individual students on an as-needed basis. While in Spartanburg School District 7, 

each school determines on a day-to-day basis whether to modify outdoor physical activity or 

physical education classes.   The district has heat advisory guidelines and school officials are 

asked to consider temperature, humidity, heat index, students' ages. Teachers are expected to 

be aware of medical conditions, such as asthma, diabetes, epilepsy and allergies.    When the 

temperature index reaches 95 degrees or above, District 7 principals are asked to reconsider 

outside student recess and provide for an inside physical activity in an air-conditioned 

environment.  Laurens County School District 55 said school nurses are at every school and 

have medical information on each student, including those with respiratory problems. School 

officials say that information is shared with all their teachers and coaches. Schools also have 

athletic trainers at the high school for sporting events. and all coaches and PE teachers receive 

regular CPR and first aid training.  Greenwood School District 50 said a document with air 
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quality and outdoor activities recommended for schools by the Environmental Protection 

Agency had been shared with all schools on Monday. That document recommends restrictions 

based on the air quality index - from 0 to 300. The range of 0 to 50 is considered good and there 

are no restrictions. Recommended restrictions are made for scheduled sporting events and 

athletic practice once the air quality index is 51 to 100, which is considered moderate. How 

long students spend outside is restricted the higher the number with a recommended restriction 

of outdoor activities to light to moderate exercise during a 15-minute recess to rescheduling or 

moving rigorous athletic practice and training indoors once it's in the very unhealthy level.  

YMCA says that it has no  written policy in place, but does remind staff and volunteers to take 

extra breaks and cut practices short or cancel completely, if participants are showing any 

adverse signs due to high or low temperatures, the wind, or other weather conditions.  

 

 

May 26, 2016 

Alexander Elementary School was placed on lockdown Thursday after a teacher spotted 

deputies in tactical gear, a Greenville County Schools spokeswoman said in an email.  A 

teacher on bus duty saw two squad cars pull up next to the back of the school building around 

2:45 p.m. Thursday.  After seeing the deputies exit their vehicles in tactical gear, the teacher 

immediately took the waiting children back inside school.  The teacher told the principal of the 

nearby law enforcement activity and the decision was made to put the school on full 

lockdown, school officials say.  All exterior doors were locked and students and staff were 

moved to the cafeteria.  "Because of the timing of the incident some of the car riding students 

had already been dismissed. The walking students had also been released. One round of buses 

had also departed prior to the incident. The remaining car line and bus riding children were 

held in the cafeteria until 3:10 when the Sheriff’s Office gave the all clear. Deputies informed 

school staff that they were searching for suspects involved in a stabbing. The suspects have 

been apprehended. Parents were notified twice by phone, once to inform them of the 

lockdown and again to provide more complete information about the incident and the 

precautions taken.  We are proud of the quick action taken by school staff to ensure student 

safety," Elizabeth Brotherton with Greenville County Schools wrote in an email. Deputy Drew 

Pinciaro with Greenville County Sheriff's Office said two people got into a fight, and one 

stabbed the other before fleeing on foot.  The suspect has been taken into custody, Pinciaro 

said.  The suspect’s name and the victim’s condition were not immediately available.  

 

 

June 6, 2016 

 

South Carolina Superintendent of Education Molly Spearman will speak in Greenville 

Wednesday at the Electric Cooperatives of South Carolina conference.  The conference is 

being held at the Hyatt Regency on Main Street. Spearman is expected to speak from 7:30 to 

8:30 a.m. 

 

June 14, 2016 
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A graduate from South Carolina Governor’s School for Science & Mathematics was recently 

awarded by the Astronaut Scholarship Foundation. 2013 GSSM graduate, Joey Wilson, was 

awarded a $10,000 Astronaut Scholarship for his merit in science, technology, engineering and 

mathematics (STEM). Wilson, from Duncan, currently attends Clemson University, where he 

majors in biomedical engineering. “I'm so humbled and I know that I wouldn't be here without 

the help of so many mentors and friends in many places, like the South Carolina Governor's 

School for Science and Mathematics and Clemson University,” Wilson said. “I'm so thankful for 

this scholarship and excited to see what this year will hold.” This scholarship was created in 1984 

by the six surviving Mercury 7 Astronauts, who award students who excel in STEM.  

 

 

June 20, 2016 

 

Public Education Partners kicked off their annual ‘Make Summer Count’ reading program in 

Greenville County Schools on Monday. This event gives students a chance to select 11 books to 

build their home library. The kickoff celebration took place at East North Street Academy. Public 

Education Partners ‘Make Summer Count’ program sponsors free book fairs at 29 Greenville 

County elementary schools. More than 18,300 students are able to choose up to 11 books from 

a total of 201,300 books. “Much like building a house, building better readers requires the 

proper tools,” Grier Mullins, Executive Director of Public Education Partners, said. “Books are 

essential tools for learning to read. Our supporters are committed to helping us nurture eager 

readers.” At the celebration, Greenville County Schools Superintendent Burke Royster and PEP 

Executive Director Grier Mullins spoke about the impact PEP’s program is having on the lives of 

students in Greenville County. 

 

June 24, 2016 

 

Roger Thompson is a boxing coach at Exzel Elite boxing gym. He's always had a love for boxing 

but over the past couple of years, he has taken that passion and used it for education.  

Thompson helps at-risk youth Spartanburg County students combat bullying and instill life skills 

through this boxing program.  "I try and bring them in this boxing setting. First thing we teach is 

we're all a group, as a team and you build up team confidence in them," he said. "You 

someone right besides you when you make a mistake, you have someone to help you out." 

Coach Thompson uses, what he calls, the pillars of character to help teach students lessons 

that go behind the boxing ring.  "When they come in I ask them what are the six pillars of 

character, what does trustworthy mean? What does respect mean?" Thompson said.  Andrew 

Harrington is a part of the boxing team at the gym and helps out with the program. "It's all 

about building trust within the group and relaying on each other. Just keep each other going," 

Harrington said.  Thompson said students have to learn there are rules in and out of the boxing 

ring. "You have rules and regulations, those regulations have to be sustained in this ring. You 

can't grab anybody and just fight," Thompson said.  "Coach Thompson, he's not against fighting 

but he's against it for the wrong reasons," Harrington said.  Every encouraging word helps 

make Thompson go from being a boxing coach, to being a life coach.  "Sometimes I go on 3 to 

4 hours of sleep but to see these kids smile on their face, gives me a lot of energy," Thompson 

said.  
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ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 

SECOND QUARTER 2016 
 
 

Problem/Need: QUALITY OF LIFE 
 
DATE  TIME  PROGRAM 

 

Sundays 8:30am  MUD CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 

 

Description:  A church service that airs every Sunday morning.   (30:00) 

 

Sundays 10:30am FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

Description:  A church service that airs every Sunday morning and Saturday night. (30:00) 

 

PSA’s Aired:   
STAND UP TO CANCER 

RELAY FOR LIFE 

 

 

April 2, 2016 

A Greenville couple said their son's kidneys had been failing for months, maybe even years, 

before he found out he was in end-stage renal failure. David Scott, 30, is a Harvard graduate 

and an instructor at the University of Kentucky. The ambitious fourth-year Ph.D. student also 

serves as legal counsel for a friend's startup firm and tutors prospective law students preparing 

for the LSATs. But most of Scott's passions have had to be put on hold while he fights for his life. 

In December 2015, after months of migraine headaches and sleepless nights, Scott got the 

results of several extensive blood tests. A doctor told Scott to immediately go to the emergency 

room after testing revealed his kidneys were failing and his blood pressure was dangerously 

high. His parents, Pete and Mary Ann Scott of Greenville, said the news was shocking because 

David Scott has always been fit and healthy. "The biopsy and CT scans show a bunch of scar 

tissue, indicating, they say, he's had this a long time, maybe years," Pete Scott said. "And the 

rest of his body is super healthy. They're pretty amazed he functioned and got much at all done 

the past few months." Many of Scott's relatives have been tested to determine if they are 

possible matches for a kidney donation, but at this time none of them are an ideal match for a 

transplant. Pete Scott said there are six criteria doctors look for in a potential donor, and the 

more that match, the better. So the family is turning to the public in hopes of finding him a live 
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kidney donor. Scott wants to have a wife and a family, but right now those dreams have been 

put on hold. He is currently undergoing dialysis at home while he waits for news of a donor, 

willing to volunteer to provide him with a life-saving kidney. 

 

 

 

 

 

April 21, 2016 

 

First responders, fellow officers and community members gathered Thursday to pay respects to 

fallen Greenville police officer Allen Jacobs.  Jacobs was killed in the line of duty on March 18 

while on patrol in the Nicholtown community. Police chief Ken Miller said Jacobs approached 

17-year-old Deontea Mackey, a known gang member, before the teen took off on foot. After a 

brief pursuit, Miller said Mackey opened fire at Jacobs before turning the gun on himself. 

Jacobs was a married father of two young sons. He and his pregnant wife were expecting a 

daughter in July. A visitation was held on Wednesday from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. in the Charles E. 

Daniel Memorial Chapel on Furman University's campus. "A Celebration of Life and Service" for 

Jacobs began at 11 a.m. in the university's Timmons Arena. Hundreds of fellow law enforcement 

officers attended to pay their final respects to Jacobs--some from as far away as Aurora, 

Colorado, Chicago, and New York City. Furman University estimated 4,000 people were in 

attendance. The service featured emotional words from Jacobs' colleagues and friends. They 

spoke of the character of the fallen hero, his diligence, his devotion to community and family, 

and his love of coffee.  "Allen always started his workday at 'Westside command.' Most of you 

probably know it as Starbucks on Augusta," Sgt. Ed Irick said. His colleagues joked that Jacobs 

may have had a slight caffeine addiction, a by-product of working long hours and trying to 

spend as much time as possible with his growing family, and volunteering to play basketball 

with kids in the community he served."Allen was the kind of cop you wanted working in your 

community," Sgt. Mike Yearout said."Jacobs' friend and fellow first responder offered a poetic 

description of the man and life he led. "Allen stood against the waves and the winds of the 

violence that our world offers and chose not to bend or break against the storms," firefighter Lt. 

Scott Key said.  Key urged the mourners to live by Jacobs' example and to ask themselves if 

they would stand strong against the storm as Jacobs had done in his life. Rev. Thomas Young 

delivered the eulogy. He said that Jacobs was close to finishing a master of business 

administration and that he had recently spoke with the young officer about his 

pending educational milestone. "He said, 'It's almost finished.' But we had no idea how true that 

statement would be," Young said. All of the speakers fondly recalled Jacobs' signature smirk: A 

look they said they will always remember on the fallen officer's face. The smirk was present 

whenever Jacobs was ribbing his friends. Officer Jacobs' young sons were seen wearing police 

uniforms in an emotional moment when the family exited the chapel. Hundreds of peoples 

gathered along Highway 276 to pay their respects to the Jacobs family as the funeral 

procession carried the fallen officer to his final resting place at Coleman Memorial Cemetery. 

People waved flags and saluted as the hearse and line of Jacobs' fellow police officers made 

way to the graveyard. The procession spanned several miles. The Duncan Chapel and Berea 

fire departments raised American flags above the procession route to honor Jacobs. A group 

of Travelers Rest High School students were chosen to represent the school by standing along 

the procession route to show their respects. Nearby Heritage Elementary School also sent 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/clip/12311969/raw-jacobs-family-leaves-funeral-service
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students to honor Jacobs along the route. The graveside ceremony featured a somber "last 

call" that went out over the Greenville Police Department's radio frequencies. Dispatchers 

called for Officer Jacobs to respond one final time before announcing that the officer was "10-

7," no longer in service. 

  

 

 

 

April 22, 2016 

 

A Mauldin police officer is credited with saving a baby girl's life. Officer Taylor Hudson 

responded Monday to a call of an unresponsive infant, Mauldin Police Department said on 

social media. Dispatchers had received information that the 5-week-old girl may be in possible 

cardiac arrest. Hudson arrived at the apartment where the baby lives, checked for vital signs, 

and began CPR until Mauldin Fire and Greenville County EMS could arrive. The baby was 

breathing when fire and emergency medical services responded, according to a 

Facebook post.  Hudson, a life long Mauldin resident, has worked with the police department 

since January 2015. According to the post: "Prior to joining our team, Officer Hudson played 

football for our own Mauldin Mavericks and then continued his sports career with East Carolina 

University. In 2014 Officer Hudson was awarded the AAC All-Conference 1st Team Offense 

award for his performance at Center/Line positions for the ECU Pirates. "We are glad to have 

him back home in Mauldin, and playing for our team!" 

 

 

May 27, 2016 

 

Dispatch said deputies with the Anderson County Sheriff's Office are on scene of a reported 

shooting. Dispatch said a shooting was reported on Coming Street in Anderson just after 8 p.m. 

on Wednesday. Deputies said two people who know each other were engaged in an 

altercation. One of them received non life-threatening injuries and does not want to pursue 

charges.  Stay with foxcarolina.com for the latest in this developing story.  

 

 

May 11, 2016 

 

When Chris Robinson goes to work he is often greeted with tears. "It can be a terribly sad and 

an emotional time," Robinson said. Robinson co owns Robinson Funeral Home in the Easley 

area. It's a place where family members say their final goodbyes. "Our business was started on 

Main Street in Easley around 1875," he said. Robinson said employees comfort, educate and 

inform clients about planning end-of-life decisions. "We serve each family the way they want to 

be served," Robinson said. That could mean choosing an urn, a casket, and how to be buried. 

"We have a cemetery, we have a mausoleum," he said. It also means helping families with 

putting in writing who will make decisions for them. "You've got to make sure they are not stuck 

with anything more than they can handle," he said. That's why doctors with the Greenville 

Health System are part of the National Healthcare Decisions Day event. "You never know when 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/clip/12312324/final-call-for-officer-allen-jacobs
http://www.foxcarolina.com/clip/12312324/final-call-for-officer-allen-jacobs
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=989942634394160&id=111265265595239
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there's going to be a sudden event," Dr. Matthew Hindman said. He's a hospitalist, which means 

he only sees patients at hospitals, but he says it's also where he witnesses stress among families 

when tough decisions have to be made. "One of the major thrust of Healthcare Decision Day is 

for folks to identify someone to make decisions for them when they no longer can make 

decisions," Hindman said. 

 

 

 

 

May 16, 2016 

 

People with asthma and respiratory issues were urged Monday to avoid vigorous outdoor 

activities with an air quality alert in effect until 9 p.m. FOX Carolina reached out to area school 

districts to find out what precautions are taken when it comes to outdoor activities, such as 

recess, physical education (PE), athletic practice and sporting events.  Here's how school 

officials say they ensure the safety of children:  Greenville County Schools does not have a 

policy. "We do make recommendations and send out reminders. In fact, the head athletic 

trainer for the district sent out an air quality note this morning that was then forwarded to all 

athletic directors. The note was to remind coaches and PE teachers that all students with 

asthma, or other pre-existing breathing conditions need to have ready access to their inhalers 

during physical education and any sports practices," a spokesperson wrote in an email. In 

Spartanburg School District 5, athletic trainers monitor air quality alerts and typically limit 

outdoor practice time on a team-by-team basis.  Students who have known issues with 

allergies are handled on an individual basis. The same is true for PE and outdoor activities 

during school hours with each school aware of particular students that might have problems, 

and how to handle those on an individual basis. Spartanburg County School District 6 says it 

adjusts for individual students on an as-needed basis. While in Spartanburg School District 7, 

each school determines on a day-to-day basis whether to modify outdoor physical activity or 

physical education classes.  The district has heat advisory guidelines and school officials are 

asked to consider temperature, humidity, heat index, students' ages. Teachers are expected to 

be aware of medical conditions, such as asthma, diabetes, epilepsy and allergies.   When the 

temperature index reaches 95 degrees or above, District 7 principals are asked to reconsider 

outside student recess and provide for an inside physical activity in an air-conditioned 

environment. Laurens County School District 55 said school nurses are at every school and have 

medical information on each student, including those with respiratory problems. School officials 

say that information is shared with all their teachers and coaches. Schools also have athletic 

trainers at the high school for sporting events. and all coaches and PE teachers receive regular 

CPR and first aid training. Greenwood School District 50 said a document with air quality and 

outdoor activities recommended for schools by the Environmental Protection Agency had 

been shared with all schools on Monday. That document recommends restrictions based on 

the air quality index - from 0 to 300. The range of 0 to 50 is considered good and there are no 

restrictions. Recommended restrictions are made for scheduled sporting events and athletic 

practice once the air quality index is 51 to 100, which is considered moderate. How long 

students spend outside is restricted the higher the number with a recommended restriction of 

outdoor activities to light to moderate exercise during a 15-minute recess to rescheduling or 

moving rigorous athletic practice and training indoors once it's in the very unhealthy level.  

YMCA says that it has no  written policy in place, but does remind staff and volunteers to take 
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extra breaks and cut practices short or cancel completely, if participants are showing any 

adverse signs due to high or low temperatures, the wind, or other weather conditions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 25, 2016 

 

The solicitor says a 42-year-old man has been sentenced to life without parole for a 2013 

murder. The solicitor said on Wednesday that Christopher Wells was found guilty of armed 

robbery, criminal conspiracy, and possession of a weapon during the commission of a violent 

crime. Wells was charged with murder in connection with the killing, but the jury found him not 

guilty of that charge, according to the solicitor.  The circuit judge handed the sentence of life 

without parole after considering Wells' prior record. Wells was also charged with murder in 

Greenville County in 1992. He pleaded guilty to voluntary manslaughter and spent more than 

21 years in prison. Wells was released from prison on Aug. 23, 2013. On Oct. 31, 2013, Wells was 

positively identified standing outside of a vehicle during an armed robbery that ended with the 

shooting death of 61-year-old Johnny Cheek. The gun used in the shooting and the vehicle 

used to flee the scene were both registered to Wells.  More on that incident here.  David Lee 

Walker and Johnny Saxon were codefendants in the case. Walker was sentenced to life in 

prison without parole in Feb. 2015. Saxon is still awaiting trial.  “Christopher Wells is a career 

criminal who clearly has no respect for the value of human life,” Stumbo said following the 

sentencing. “I am pleased that this cold-blooded killer can no longer be a danger to our 

families and law abiding citizens of Laurens County.” 

 

 

May 27, 2016 

 

A new documentary that aims a lens at the dating issues senior citizens face will be screened in 

the Upstate. The Age of Love will be screened on May 3 at 3 p.m. in the Younts Conference 

Center at Furman University. The documentary follows 30 people between the age of 70 and 90 

who attend a first-of-its-kind speed dating event. The filmmakers will host a question-and-

answer session after the free screening. They hope the film will open a new dialogue about love 

and dating among all generations. Senior care specialists said continuing to grow socially and 

emotionally can be very empowering for people, regardless of their age. "I think that people 

are excited to know that it okay to talk about love and feeling connected with somebody no 

matter what age you are,” said Bonnie Silberman with Geriatiric Resource Services. Building 

new relationships late in life may even help strengthen aging minds. "Being out there physically, 

mentally and socially helps you to reduce your risk of getting dementia or Alzheimer's disease," 

according to Jamie Guay with the Alzheimer's Association Click here to register for the free film 

screening. 

 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/23856281/laurens-investigators-look-for-info-after-man-shot-in-home
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/24196456/deputies-man-charge
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt2707540/
http://eventful.com/greenville/events/age-love-free-film-screening-/E0-001-092597755-8
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June 2, 2016 

 

Regardless if a patient has a spinal injury or needs spine surgery, members of Pelham Medical 

Center’s clinical team are trained in the latest techniques to offer the best options for care. 

These efforts resulted in BlueCross BlueShield of South Carolina recognizing Pelham Medical 

Center as a Blue Distinction Center in spine surgery. The Blue Distinction Centers for Specialty 

Care® program is a national designation awarded by Blue Cross and Blue Shield companies to 

medical facilities that have demonstrated expertise in delivering quality specialty care, which 

expanded recently to include more robust quality measures focused on improved patient 

health and safety. Since 2006, consumers, medical providers and employers have relied on the 

Blue Distinction program to identify hospitals delivering quality care in bariatric surgery, cardiac 

care, complex and rare cancers, knee and hip replacements, spine surgery, and transplants. 

The selection criteria used to evaluate facilities were developed with input from the medical 

community, and include general quality and safety metrics plus program specific metrics. 

Pelham Medical Center is proud to have met the rigorous selection criteria set by the Blue 

Distinction Centers for Specialty Care program. “Pelham Medical Center is already known for its 

excellence in orthopaedics,” said President of Pelham Medical Center, Tony Kouskolekas. “The 

Blue Distinction Center’s recognition provides our orthopaedics team confirmation that we 

provide our patients with the best spine care in the region.” Research confirms that the newly 

designated Blue Distinction Centers demonstrate better quality and improved outcomes for 

patients, with lower rates of complications and readmissions than their peers. The program 

provides consumers with tools to help them make better informed healthcare decisions. These 

results will also enable employers, working with their local Blue Plan, to tailor benefits to meet 

their individual quality objectives. About Spartanburg Regional Healthcare System Spartanburg 

Regional Healthcare System (SRHS) offers a full spectrum of services through four hospitals: 

Spartanburg Medical Center, Pelham Medical Center, Spartanburg Hospital for Restorative 

Care and Union Medical Center. SRHS also includes Ellen Sagar Nursing Center, 113-bed long-

term care, skilled nursing facility that offers nursing care and rehabilitation services. SRHS 

provides unparalleled oncological care through the Gibbs Cancer Center & Research Institute. 

The multidisciplinary Medical Group of the Carolinas has more than 300 physicians across seven 

counties in two states. SRHS employs nearly 6,000 associates and offers outpatient surgery 

centers, a vibrant post-acute division, a Level I Trauma Center, and Advicare, a licensed Health 

Maintenance Organization (HMO). Advicare provides Medicaid services to residents 

throughout the state of South Carolina. U.S. News and World Report ranked Spartanburg 

Medical Center the No. 1 regional hospital in South Carolina in 2014-15. The Commission on 

Cancer gave Gibbs Cancer Center & Research Institute its Outstanding Achievement Award. 

About BlueCross BlueShield of South Carolina Headquartered in Columbia and operating in 

South Carolina for nearly 70 years, BlueCross BlueShield of South Carolina is an independent 

licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. The only South Carolina-owned and 

operated health insurance carrier, BlueCross BlueShield of South Carolina comprises more than 

20 companies involved in health insurance services, U.S. DoD health program and Medicare 

contracts, other insurance and employee benefits services, and a philanthropic foundation 

that funds programs to improve health care and access to health care for South Carolinians. It 

holds an A+ rating from A.M. Best. 

About the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association The Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association is a 

national federation of 38 independent, community-based and locally operated Blue Cross and 
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Blue Shield companies that collectively provide healthcare coverage for 100 million members – 

one-in-three Americans. For more information on the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association and 

its member companies, please visit www.BCBS.com. We encourage you to connect with us on 

Facebook, check out our videos on YouTube, follow us on Twitter and check out The BCBS Blog, 

for up-to-date information about BCBSA. 

 

 

 

 

June 14, 2016 

Greenville has made a short list of cities for families to move to in order balance the 

responsibilities of both their careers and families.  According to MarketWatch, more than half of 

Americans say finding such balance is difficult, and many say it has gotten worse in the past 

five years. MarketWatch said where parents live can play a major role in how to balance work 

and home life. The finance news outlet looked at cities with affordable homes in good school 

districts, low unemployment rates, low crime rates, and lifestyle criteria (weather, culture, arts, 

entertainment and parks, as well as childcare costs) to determine the four best places to move 

for families to have a work and home life balance. Greenville made this list. Below is 

MarketWatch’s assessment of the Upstate city. “The town of roughly 60,000 residents has quality 

schools in affordable neighborhoods, and plenty of jobs: Michelin and BMW have a large 

presence in the city; Dwyer-Crowley thinks that this has made residents here quite used to 

outsiders, and thus quick to embrace them. The health system here employs more than 10,000 

people. There’s also an 80,000-square-foot children’s museum, planetarium, zoo, free outdoor 

concerts downtown on Thursday and Friday nights in the summer and a family-filled farmer’s 

market on Main Street with about 75 vendors on Saturdays from May to October.… What’s 

more, Greenville sits at the foot of the Blue Ridge Mountains and has nearly 20 miles of hiking 

and biking trails just though its beloved GHS Swamp Rabbit Trail, a green space along the 

Reedy River. And thanks to an average commute that’s under 20 minutes, you may even have 

time to take that bike ride with your kids on a weeknight. That said, there are downsides, 

including hot and humid summers and an elevated crime rate (though, residents contend, 

there are plenty of safe neighborhoods and people feel comfortable walking around 

downtown alone at night).” MarketWatch also included these figures related to life in 

Greenville. Cost of living: 6.8%, lower than average Unemployment rate: 5.1% Median home 

price: $122,400 Crime rate, out of 100 (violent/property): 69.6 / 64.6 Average commute 

time: 17.49 minutes Annual health insurance premium paid for a family: $4,110 Other cities on 

the list are Charlotte, NC; Austin, TX; and Tucson, AZ. 

 

 

June 22, 2016 

 

A jury returned a guilty verdict for a man who murdered his mother in Pacolet in 2014. On Nov. 

2, 2014, the Pacolet Police Department was called to a home on Montgomery Avenue to 

conduct a welfare check. After entering the residence, police found 69-year-old Connie 

http://www.marketwatch.com/story/4-affordable-cities-where-stressed-parents-can-find-work-life-balance-2016-01-12
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Bataille deceased. The coroner ruled Bataille's death a homicide due to blunt force trauma to 

the head and multiple stab wounds to the chest. The victim's son, Mark Bradberry Sr., 49, was 

quickly named as a person of interest in the case. Spartanburg County Sheriff's Office deputies 

found Bradberry sleeping in his car behind an acquaintance's house in Pauline the following 

day. He was arrested and charged with murder, armed robbery and possession of a weapon 

during a violent crime.  On Wednesday, a jury returned a guilty verdict for the charges. A 

spokesperson for the Solicitor's Office said Bradberry was sentenced to life in prison plus 5 years. 

 

 

 

 

June 28, 2016 

 

There's a lot that goes into being a Girl Scout, like knowing the Girl Scout Honor, and crossing 

over from Daisy to Brownie. Girl Scouts even get badges for taking courses and lessons in 

things like first aid. But there's one Belton Girl Scout that took her Girl Scout skills to a whole other 

level, when she rescued a 5-year-old boy from a pool in Michigan. "He had slipped, and gone 

under water and I had swam over there towards him," said Tiffany Brown. When Tiffany was just 

9-years-old, she said last summer when she was in Michigan for a family member's funeral, her 

5-year-old cousin started drowning and she pulled him to the surface and out of the water. "I'd 

been taught how to swim by my grandmother and my mom and my dad," said Brown. But 

Tiffany's grandmother who is also her troop leader, and her parents said they never taught her 

how to save someone. "Tiffany has always been very motherly and nurturing so it did not 

surprise me that she did something like that," said Julie Brown, Tiffany's mother. Her father, who is 

also in the business of helping others as a police officer, said he's glad she has taken the values 

he and his wife have worked so hard to teach her. "To know that she could be so selfless and 

not think about herself and put others before her, it's something we try to teach her at home 

and you know it's what I think everybody needs to instill in their kids," said TJ Brown, Tiffany's dad. 

Because of her courageous efforts to save the life of another, she was awarded a medal of 

honor. Her troop leader said although the Girl Scouts haven't yet earned their life saving 

badge, she's glad to see the values they teach them, is playing a role in their daily lives.  "It's 

gratifying to know that maybe I thought they weren't listening but really they were because 

they've grasped... all the girls have grasped more than what I thought they actually learned." 

For now, that shiny new metal sits above Tiffany's heart, a heart that's just 10-years-old, and 

already devoted to helping others. 
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PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 

SECOND QUARTER 2016 
 
 
 

Problem/Need:  CRIME 
 
DATE    TIME  PROGRAM 

 

Monday – Friday   12:00pm COPS RELOADED 

 

Description:  COPS follows law enforcement officers as they answer calls and deal with the 

subjects and victims involved in the complaints and crimes.  (30:00)   

 
 

Monday – Sunday  10:00 pm FOX CAROLINA’S MOST WANTED 

Monday – Friday  5:00a-9:00am  

 

Description:  The FOX Carolina’s Most Wanted airs during the Ten O’clock News on various 

nights Monday thru Sunday and The Morning News Monday thru Friday.   Each segment profiles 

locally wanted criminals and gives viewers a phone number to call to provide information.  

Each segment is 45 seconds. 

 

 
April 5, 2016 

A man already accused of murdering three people and leading officers on a chase across 

western North Carolina faces new charges. Pierre Lamont Griffin II was indicted Monday with 

two counts of attempted robbery with a dangerous weapon, Buncombe County District 

Attorney Todd Williams announced in a statement.  The new charges stem from events that 

began in Buncombe County and ended with an attempted armed robbery and Griffin's 

shooting by law enforcement officers in Henderson County on Oct. 27, 2015.  Griffin was 

previously charged with three counts of first-degree murder, two counts of destroying a body or 

remains concealing an unnatural death, two counts of robbery with a dangerous weapon, 

misdemeanor flee to elude arrest, and reckless driving to endanger for crimes. 
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April 8, 2016 

 

An Asheville man will spend more than five years in prison after pleading guilty to trafficking 

methamphetamine, breaking and entering and larceny.  James Dean Ballard pled guilty to the 

charges on Monday, district attorney Todd Williams said in a news release. Ballard was 

sentenced to serve between 70 months and 93 months in prison, along with a $50,000 fine. 

Williams said Ballard entered an unlocked, local motel room in January 2015 and stole a pack 

of cigarettes belonging to the occupants who were asleep. The following month, Williams said 

police investigated an assault at a different local motel, and found a meth lab that Ballard was 

operating, assisted by three addicts who were using drugs. 

 

April 14, 2016 

 

Sheriff Chuck Wright said three suspects are behind bars in connection with a series of trailer 

thefts and a shooting in the Inman area. During a news conference Thursday, Wright said Austin 

Scott Turner, 21, of Nodine Park Drive; Kenneth McDowell, 20, of Landrum Mill Road; and 

Gabriel Barnette, 17, of Clark Road had been arrested. Wright said the trio admitted to using 

drugs, stealing, and Barnette admitted to shooting at one of the victims. All three face grand 

larceny charges and Barnette faces additional counts of attempted murder, discharging a 

weapon in a vehicle, possession of a weapon during the violent crime, and malicious damage 

to personal property. “With great investigators and people helping us, we were able to get 

them,” the sheriff said. Wright asks that people take a good look at the suspect’s mug shots 

because they may be connected to other thefts in the Inman area. “If you can put these faces 

in a red Silverado truck near places where you or your neighbor has had a theft, let us know,” 

Wright said. Wright said thefts may have also occurred in Greenville County because the 

suspects lived near the county line. Deputies said the first theft the suspects were charged in 

took place on March 11 on Goodjoin Road in Campobello. The suspects are accused of 

stealing a race car frame from a property there. A few days later, deputies were called to a 

home on Brass Rail Road in Inman, where an man, Cody Bolt, happened upon the suspects as 

they were trying to steal a trailer from his property. Bolt pursued the suspects’ truck and said 

one of them fired shots at him during the incident. Deputies joined the pursuit, which ended 

when the suspects drove into a field and abandoned the truck. K-9s were called in and 

deputies arrested Turner and McDowell, who were found nearby. During interviews with the 

suspects, deputies said the duo implicated Burdette, who deputies then tracked down and 

said he admitted to his role in the crime. Wright said the victim, Cody Bolt, was hired as a 

Spartanburg County deputy after the incident due to his bravery. Wright said he had received 

Bolt’s application before the incident and gave it a second look after seeing FOX Carolina’s 

news coverage of the crime. “As soon as we saw it on FOX 21, I picked up his application and 

called him in for an interview,” Wright said. Wright advised Spartanburg County residents to 

remain vigilant and notify deputies if they see anything or anyone suspicious. 
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April 15, 2016 

Asheville police are searching for a man charged with multiple sex offenses involving a child 

victim after the suspect failed to show up for a court hearing on Thursday. Police said Matthew 

Edwards failed to attend a court hearing at the Buncombe County court house. Officers then 

consulted family members who said Edwards may have fled the area with intentions to harm 

himself. The Buncombe County Sheriff’s Office is also involved in the attempts by law 

enforcement to locate Edwards. Edwards was charged with two counts of first-degree sexual 

offense with a child and sexual offense with a parental role for incidents that took place in 

2012. Edwards, 38, is 6’1” tall,  185 pounds, with blue eyes, and was last known to have a 

shaved head, goatee and known to wear glasses, police said. Anyone with information on 

Edwards’ whereabouts should call the Asheville Police Department at 828-252-1110 or 

Buncombe County Crime Stoppers at 828-255-5050. “Citizens should use caution if Edwards is 

encountered, as he is aware of the fact that law enforcement is actively seeking him,” 

according to Christina Hallingse with the Asheville Police Department. 

 

 

April 28, 2016 

An Asheville man will spend more than five years in prison after pleading guilty to trafficking 

methamphetamine, breaking and entering and larceny.  James Dean Ballard pled guilty to the 

charges on Monday, district attorney Todd Williams said in a news release. Ballard was 

sentenced to serve between 70 months and 93 months in prison, along with a $50,000 fine. 

Williams said Ballard entered an unlocked, local motel room in January 2015 and stole a pack 

of cigarettes belonging to the occupants who were asleep. The following month, Williams said 

police investigated an assault at a different local motel, and found a meth lab that Ballard was 

operating, assisted by three addicts who were using drugs. 

 

 

May 5, 2016 

 

A Belton man who had previously served as a law enforcement officer with multiple 

agencies was arrested Wednesday on sex crimes involving a young girl that occurred between 

2007 and 2012, according to warrants. Gregory Whitten, 45 was charged with two counts of 

criminal sexual conduct with a minor young than 11 and one count of criminal sexual conduct 

with a minor between 11 and 14 years old. Warrants detail numerous sexual assaults and other 

instances where the victim was forced to gratify Whitten. The S.C. Criminal Justice Academy's 

employment file show that Whitten began serving as a police officer in 1997 at the Iva Police 

department. He also worked for Anderson and Honea Path police departments and the 

Anderson County Sheriff's Office. Whitten's law enforcement career ended in 2005, according 

to the employment record. Whitten is being held at the Anderson County Detention Center 

without bond. 
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May 9, 2016 

 

Deputies say they have arrested a 74-year-old man on heinous offenses reaching as far back 

as the 1950's. Deputies say they have charged David E. Arledge with two counts of rape, four 

counts of criminal sexual conduct with a minor in the third degree.  Investigators identified six 

incidents occurring over a period of years that lead to the charges. Arledge was arrested and 

booked at the Greenville County Detention Center before being released on bond, according 

to deputies.  

 

 

May 11, 2016 

 

Crime Stoppers of Spartanburg has partnered with RSN Promotions in Spartanburg to sell “Back 

the Blue” T-shirts to raise money to fund rewards. “Crime Stoppers of Spartanburg is a non-profit 

organization that relies solely on contributions to run the program, which pays reward money to 

citizens who aid us in solving crimes,” stated Lt. Kevin Bobo of the Spartanburg County Sheriff’s 

Office in a news release. In 2015, Crime Stoppers of Spartanburg paid out over $3000 in rewards 

and recovered $20,000 worth of stolen property thanks to tipsters from the community. “Back 

the Blue” t-shirts are available for $15 for sizes small through XL, and $17 for sizes XXL and XXXL, 

according to a news release. The shirts can be purchased at SCBackTheBlue.com.  Buyers can 

opt to pick up the shirts at the sheriff’s office but must buy the shirts from the website. The shirts 

can also be shipped or picked up at RSN’s office, located at 109 Ian Court in Spartanburg. 

 

 

 

May 11, 2016 

 

An Asheville man has been sentenced to more than seven years in prison after being 

convicted on several felony charges.  A judge sentenced Jeffrey Bernard Harris, 54, of Woodfin 

Avenue, to serve a minimum term of 76 months and a maximum term of 104 months Tuesday 

after Harris pleaded guilty to the crimes of robbery, one count of habitual larceny and two 

counts of aiding and abetting breaking and entering and larceny after breaking and entering, 

according to the district attorney’s office. As a “habitual felon,” a person who has been 

convicted of three or more felonies, Harris faced enhanced sentencing for the crimes. North 

Carolina law provides for enhanced sentencing of habitual offenders.  A person attains the 

status of habitual felon once he or she has been convicted of three felony offenses in separate 

adjudications, prior to committing a fourth felony offense. Harris was convicted of the felony of 

habitual larceny in August 2014 in Buncombe County. Prior to that, in 1997 he was convicted of 

felony breaking and entering of a trailer or aircraft in Mecklenburg County. He was convicted 

of felony larceny in 2002 also in Mecklenburg County. Harris’ latest conviction includes a 

November 2015 incident at the Roadrunner convenience store on Merrimon Avenue in 

Asheville where Harris assaulted a clerk by throwing a beer can at him and shoving him before 

stealing a roll of duct tape. “Convenience stores are all-too-often targets for robbery and theft.  

And, as in the case of Mr. Harris, when offenders have been given multiple opportunities to stop 

offending yet persist in criminal activity the habitual felon sentencing enhancement is 

http://www.rsnpromo.com/your-store.php
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appropriate to protect our community from future criminal acts and violence,” said District 

Attorney Todd Williams.  

 

 

May 13, 2016 

 

Clemson City Police announced Friday that the Crime Victim's Rights Week Movie night has 

been canceled.  It was scheduled to start tonight at 7:30 p.m. at Wal-Mart Neighborhood 

Market. But the agency decided to cancel due to high winds in the area. The event will be 

rescheduled for a later date that was not immediately announced.  

 

 

June 9, 2016 

 

Solicitor Walt Wilkins said a 71-year-old Charlotte man was sentenced to prison for sex crimes 

involving a child in Greenville County. Joseph McCalister pleaded guilty to one count of lewd 

act upon a child and one count of criminal sexual conduct with a minor third degree during a 

hearing on Wednesday. The sex abuse involved inappropriate touching which occurred 

between May 2010 and December 2013, beginning when the child was nine-years-old. The 

judge sentenced McCallister to ten years in prison suspended to just one year behind bars and 

five years of probation. McCallister will also have to register as a sex offender for the remainder 

of his life. 

 

June 23, 2016 

Greenville County deputies are asking for help identifying a man who robbed the Hybrid 

Wireless store on East North Street at gunpoint on Wednesday and may be connected to an 

earlier robbery. The crime occurred just after 1:30 p.m. Deputies said the man approached a 

clerk, pulled out a gun, and demanded cash. The worker handed over money and the suspect 

ran off. The man is believed to be in his mid to early thirties and was wearing a wig to disguise 

his appearance. Investigators believe the same man may have robbed the Metro PCS on 

South Pleasantburg Drive on April 8 in the city of Greenville.  Anyone with information is asked to 

call Crime Stoppers at 864-23-CRIME.  

 

 

June 24, 2016 

 

The Greenville County Sheriff's Office said four suspects are facing charges after the same Pizza 

Hut restaurant was robbed twice this year. Deputies said they were called to the Pizza Hut on 

Augusta Road on Jan. 4 after two armed suspects entered the store and demanded money. 

One of the chain's employees was reportedly assaulted and held against their will during the 

robbery. The suspects fled with an undisclosed amount of cash, deputies said. After an 

investigation, deputies identified four suspects connected to the incident: 22-year-old Charles 

Anthony Lampley Jr., 20-year-old Quinton Jamar Lampley, 26-year-old Julius Lucious Ross and 

23-year-old Torry Deshawn Styles. When the same Pizza Hut was robbed by two armed suspects 

again on June 6, deputies said it was determined Styles, Quinton Lampley and Charles Lampley 
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Jr. were involved in the second crime. Quinton and Charles Lampley Jr. were arrested. Each 

are charged with three counts of armed robbery, four counts of kidnapping, two counts of 

conspiracy, two counts of possession of a weapon during a violent crime and first-degree 

assault and battery. Styles and Ross were at large as of Friday, deputies said. Styles is charged 

with three counts of armed robbery, four counts of kidnapping, two counts of conspiracy, two 

counts of possession of a weapon during a violent crime and first-degree assault and battery. 

Ross is charged with two counts of armed robbery, one count of kidnapping, conspiracy, 

possession of a weapon during a violent crime and first-degree assault and battery. According 

to online jail records, Ross was arrested on Monday and denied bond by a judge. Anyone with 

information on the wanted suspects' whereabouts is asked to contact Crime Stoppers as 23-

CRIME. Both are considered armed and dangerous. 

 

 

June 29, 2016 

 

A suspect is charged for breaking and entering a car in Rutherford County and assaulting a 

detective, according to the Rutherford County Sheriff’s Office.  Deputies report 33-three-year-

old Christopher Barnes of Thompson Road attempted to break and enter one vehicle at a 

residence and moved on to break and enter a different vehicle about 7 p.m. Tuesday June 28.  

Barnes successfully got into the second vehicle and attempted to steal items from that vehicle, 

deputies said.  Detective Andy Millard said he noticed the suspicious activity and approached 

Barnes and attempted to detain the suspect until backup arrived.  According to the report, 

Barnes then rushed to his green Ford Windstar Van and started to drive off with Millard being 

dragged by the van. He suffered some scrapes and bruises.  Deputies said Barnes was able to 

leave the area, but during the investigation detectives of the Rutherford County Sheriff’s Office 

were able to identify and arrest Barnes on June 29.  The report says he was charged with the 

following:  attempted breaking and entering to a motor vehicle breaking and entering to a 

motor vehicle attempted larceny assault with a deadly weapon on a government official 

possession of a firearm by felon two counts of resist, obstruct and delay Barnes has been 

placed in the Rutherford County Detention Center under a $65,000 bond, deputies said. 

According to the report, Detective Millard was transported to Rutherford Regional Hospital 

where he was treated and released. 

 


