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The WWMJ News Department covers a variety of topics and issues through its news coverage Monday 

through Friday, with additional focus on issues and community concerns covered during weekend 

programming with the Sunday morning show, Maine Concerns. Our News Director is in regular contact 

with local, county, state and federal officials, community leaders and nonprofit organizations.  

The WWMJ newscasts air Monday-Friday at 6:54 and 7:54 a.m. It’s also important to note many of our 

news stories are also posted on line on our website at i95rocks.com 

Stories covered generally fall into the following categories: 

Crime- WWMJ covers stories we think are important to Maine residents from drug trafficking to scams 

and security related issues. When necessary, we support efforts of law enforcement by releasing names 

and information pertaining to missing person’s cases or searches. We’re in regular contact with the 

Maine Public Safety spokesman, Maine Emergency Management Agency, and Maine Drug Enforcement 

Agency. We also cover marine crime related stories with information provided by U.S. Coast Guard and 

Marine Patrol. 

Health- WWMJ covers a wide variety of health related stories and work with regional hospitals, the 

Maine CDC, and other organizations to get the word out about conferences, medical developments, 

viruses, and seasonal concerns like Lyme Disease or flu. Many of our stories dealing with public safety 

can be considered health related as well, citing our warnings about CO poisoning during power outages 

as one example. Additionally, we’ve provided coverage on changes as a result of the Affordable 

Healthcare Act. 

Economy-The economic struggles faced by Maine and the nation continue to dominate our news 

coverage. We continue to report on laws and initiatives affecting the economy as it relates to municipal, 

state, and federal programs and services. We report on training and development opportunities in the 

state as well as job fair activities. 

Environment-Our environmental coverage spans a wide variety of stories to promoting public hearings 

such as the DEP hearings for the Juniper Landfill in Old Town, or the public hearings on the DCP 

Midstream proposed liquid propane tank in Searsport, to stories about necropsies on whales. Stories 

that report on environmental damages as a result of train derailments or other such accidents are also 

reported. 

Education-WWMJ covers stories in Maine from school budgets to school safety initiatives. Stories about 

innovative college studies and research are also covered. 

Community-WWMJ recognizes the work of community non-profit groups who utilize volunteers to 

promote the general welfare of Maine citizens. From food drives to help feed those struggling seniors 



Downeast, to matching grant challenges to serve single mothers, to charity runs and concerts, WWMJ 

provides a lot of coverage for these kinds of events. 

Public Safety-WWMJ covers stories that impact the public safety of community which can run the gamut 

from natural disasters to police emergencies like shootings or standoffs. 

If the situation warrants, the News Director will include stories of national significance and those 

stories might include anything from National Security, Natural Disasters, Congressional activities or 

Presidential declarations. 

The following is an extensive sampling of our newscast content during the fourth quarter of 2019: 

10-1-19 

Census data indicates that Maine, which is already the poorest state in New England, saw the biggest 

drop in household income last year. The Portland Press Herald reports that household incomes dropped 

3-point-3 percent from 2107 to 2018. A contributing factor is the aging population and workers entering 

retirement. (:10 Economy 6:54, 7:54) 

Holden residents are invited to have Coffee with a  Cop on Wednesday morning. Officers will be at the 

Dunkin’ in G &M Variety from 7 to 11, to chat with residents about local concerns, or just to pass the 

time. The Coffee with a cop program is an initiative to improve the connections between law 

enforcement and the communities they serve. (:15 Public Safety, Community  6:54, 7:54) 

10-2-19 

The Maine CDC warns that doing fall yardwork might cause some irritation because of the presence of 

the browntail moth caterpillar. The insect sheds tiny hairs that can cause a skin reaction much like poison 

ivy and can lead to respiratory problems. Find more information on the Maine CDC website. (:10 

Environment, Health  6:54, 7:54) 

A gathering at the University of Maine in Orono today aims to call attention to the problem of abuse. The 

March against Domestic Violence will begin at noon in front of the the Fogler Library, and will include 

information about available resources for victims. Details can be found on the March Against Domestic 

Violence Facebook page. (:10 Community 6:54, 7:54) 

10-3-19 

High school seniors may be eligible for a special program through the University of Maine system that's 
offering to cover the tuition and fees for more than twelve hundred students getting ready to graduate 
in the spring. The offer is open to students applying to any of the seven universities using the FAFSA. 
Find more information at U-Maine dot edu. (:15 Education, Economy 6:54, 7:54) 
 
A pink police badge is being raffled off in Holden, in an effort to raise money for  
Sarahs’ House, which provide cancer patients a place to stay during treatment. The badge was created 
to recognize October as National Breast Cancer Awareness month. The 1 dollar raffle tickets can be 



purchased at the town office, from the police department, and at local stores. (:12 Public Safety, 
Community 6:54, 7:54) 
 
10-4-19 
 
State health officials say one youth and four adults have been diagnosed with lung illnesses connected 
to e-cigarette use. The patients experienced symptoms like coughing, shortness of breath, chest pain, 
fever, and fatigue. Efforts to minimize allowing the devices into the hands of anyone under 21 are being 
increased. (:10 Health 6:54, 7:54) 
 

There's still time to register for the Purple Iris Foundation’s color run, which will help raise awareness of 
pancreatic cancer. The Pound the Pavement 5k fun color run/walk will step off from the Bangor 
Waterfront at 9:30 on the morning of October 13th. Find more information on the Pound the Pavement 
Facebook page. (:10 Health, Community 6:54, 7:54) 

10-7-19 

It looks like Maine’s retail marijuana business will finally get underway by March of next year. Voters 
approved the legal adult use of marijuana three years ago, but the implementation was tabled until 
lawmakers could determine rules and regulations. The Office of Marijuana Policy will probably begin 
accepting applications for retail businesses by the end of the year. (:10 Economy 6:54, 7:54) 
 

Maine General Medical Center in Augusta has received a 100 thousand dollar federal grant that will be 
used, in part, to help improve services for people living with HIV. The Horizon Program offers chronic 
disease management programs for people dealing with everything from diabetes, cardiovascular 
disease, and HIV. The grant will also help offer transportation so patients can attend the classes. (:15 
Economy, Health 6:54, 7:54) 
 
10-8-19 
 
The Purple Iris Foundation is inviting cancer patients, their families, and caregivers to take part in virtual 
support groups. The aim is to give everyone affected by cancer a forum to discuss things with their 
peers, even when they're not able to leave their homes. Find more information at Purple Iris Foundation 
dot com. (:10 Health, Community 6:54, 7:54) 
 
Triple A New England is offering free safety checks between 9 and 2:30 today for people's cars today at 
their office on Griffin Road. Their techs will check tires, fluid levels, windshield wipers, batteries, and 
more to make sure cars are ready for winter.  (:10 Community 6:54, 7:54) 
 
10-9-19 
 
The Eastern Area Agency on Aging has moved into some new offices, in the Twin City Plaza in Brewer. 
The phone numbers all remain the same, but the new space offers more room to accommodate their 
needs as they serve residents of four counties. Find more information about their programs at EAAA dot 
org. (:10 Community 6:54, 7:54) 
 
10-10-19 
 



The Warden Service is reminding hunters to always assume their gun is loaded and keep it pointed in a 
safe direction after the state’s first hunting fatality of the season. Mark Henderson of Eustis contacted 
the sheriff's office after accidentally shooting himself in the leg while bird hunting in Flagstaff Township. 
He later died of his injuries. (:10 Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 
 
The world’s largest polymer 3D printer is being revealed today at the University of Maine. Director Habib 

Dagher will be showing off a 25-foot, 5 thousand pound patrol boat that was printed at the U-Maine 

Advanced Structures and Composites Center. Representatives from the Guinness World Records will be 

on hand today to confirm that it’s the largest 3D boat ever printed. (:15 Education 6:54, 7:54) 

10-11-19 

A small but potentially predatory crab has been found for the first time in Maine. Marine researchers 
discovered a single smooth mud crab in the New Meadows River last week. Smooth mud crabs prey on 
shellfish and normally don't travel north of Cape Cod. Experts are not yet concerned, since only one has 
been found so far. (:10 Environment 6:54, 7:54) 
 

It will be a great weekend for leaf peeping, as the Maine Department of Agriculture, Conservation, & 

Forestry says foliage for most of the state is at peak, and the amount of leaf drop is still low. Only coastal 

areas haven’t peaked, but have about a 70 percent color change. Find more information at Maine foliage 

dot com. (:10 Environment 6:54, 7:54) 

10-14-19 

Mainers are reminded that now is the best time to get their chimneys cleaned, as they begin to fire up 
the wood or pellet stoves to fend off the cold. A buildup of creosote is flammable and, once ignited, 
could spread that chimney fire to the rest of the house. Find more information at Bangor Maine dot gov 
slash fire. (:10 Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 
 
10-15-19 
 
Homeowners can now claim a larger Homestead Exemption; a move lawmakers hope will encourage 

more Mainers to purchase homes. The exemption allows a qualifying owner to reduce the value of their 

home for tax purposes, up to 25 thousand dollars. Find more information on the program at Maine dot 

gov. (:10 Economy 6:54, 7:54) 

People looking for jobs  in the engineering field will want to be at the University of Maine’s New Balance 

Student Rec Center this week. Job seekers are encouraged to prepare a 30-second introductory pitch 

before the job fair, which runs from 10 to 3 on Wednesday in Orono. (:10 Economy, Education 6:54, 7:54) 

10-16-19 

A Bangor widow was scammed out of one hundred-sixty thousand dollars by someone claiming to be 

from the Publisher’s Clearing House, who told her that in order to claim her prize; she’d have to send 

them money to cover taxes. Residents are encouraged to talk to their elderly family members to they 

won’t fall victim to similar scams.  (:12 Crime, Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 



A Bangor-based group that’s dedicated to helping those experiencing homelessness through solidarity 

will hold a clean-up effort Saturday at Mt. Pleasant Cemetery on Ohio Street. From 11 to 3, community 

members are invited to join in as they clean up former homeless encampments. Find more information 

at Dignity First dot me. (:10 Environment, Community 6:54, 7:54) 

10-17-19 

Challenger Learning Center in Bangor will host a family science night on October 24th, which will focus on 
engineering. Families are invited to the free event that will feature hands-on activities with the 
University of Maine Pulp and Paper Foundation. Find more information at astronaut dot org. (:10 
Environment, Education 6:54, 7:54) 
 
Utility companies are prepared to deal with today's storm and ready to repair any lines taken down by 
the expected high winds. Residents are reminded not to clear branches off lines, but to let the 
professional line crews deal with it. In addition, they should allow extra time on the morning commute, 
and be ready for possible downed branches or debris in the road. (:15 Environment, Public Safety 6:54, 
7:54) 
 
10-18-19 
 
The decision whether to overturn a law that eliminates religious and philosophical exemptions for 
childhood vaccines will be left up to the voters in March of next year. If it passes, Maine will become one 
of five states to eliminate all but medical exemptions for vaccines. (:10 Health 6:54, 7:54) 
 
Hundreds of students are heading to camp this weekend to attend a Jobs for Maine Graduates 
leadership education conference. 500 middle and high school students will spend the next couple of 
days at the Pine Tree Camp in Rome, discussing the skills they have to offer to the Maine workforce. (:10 
Education 6:54, 7:54) 
 
10-21-19 
 
Fire officials are stressing the importance of working smoke detectors after two people were able to 
safely escape their burning home in East Millinocket. The call came in at around 4:00 Saturday morning 
for a fire that significantly damaged the home. The State Fire Marshal's office is now investigating 
the cause of the blaze. (:10 Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 
 
An organization that focuses on rehabilitation of criminal offenders will receive more than 900 thousand 

dollars from the federal government to support its work. The Belfast-based Restorative Justice Project 

provides life-changing guidance to juveniles and adults by helping them take responsibility for their 

actions and make amends by giving back to their communities. (:15 Crime, Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 

10-22-19 

Volunteers are needed on November 2nd to help put the Acadia National Park Carriage Roads to bed for 

the winter. After a morning of raking leaves and clearing drainage ditches, volunteers will gather for a 

lunch of chili, cornbread, cider, and cake. Find more information at friends of Acadia dot org. (:10 

Environment, Community 6:54, 7:54) 



Since the hands-free law went into effect, Maine law enforcement officers have written 232 tickets, with 

a fine and fee of 85 dollars for each. Officers are allowed to issue a ticket if they see a phone in the hands 

of a motorist. Drivers are allowed to use hands-free calling systems or aftermarket Bluetooth 

devices.(:10 Crime, Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 

10-23-19 

About 305 thousand Maine homeowners are due to receive at least 100 dollars from the state in direct 

property tax relief, under the Homestead Exemption. The program allows eligible homeowners to 

exempt the first 25 thousand dollars of assessed value from local property taxation, up from the previous 

$20,000 exemption. (:10 Economy 6:54, 7:54) 

First responders now have their own app that will notify them of emergencies, and can answer questions 

like nearby water supplies or best landing zones for LifeFlight. The ‘I Am Responding’ App will help speed 

coverage for areas where the police radios have poor reception. (:10 Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 

10-24-19 

The Maine Department of Public Safety released its annual crime report yesterday, which shows that 
overall crime decreased for the 7th year in a row. The only exceptions were with simple assaults and 
homicides, which increased slightly. (:10 Crime, Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 
 
An 11-year-old Verona Island boy doesn't want candy for Halloween, but would rather have a kidney. 
Dustin Robbins was diagnosed with nephritis two years ago, and is now getting himself in shape for a 
transplant. Anyone who wants to be tested to see if they're a match can visit mmc dot org slash Maine 
dash transplant program. (:15 Health 6:54, 7:54) 
 
10-25-19 
 
The Maine Drug enforcement agency’s drug take-back day is coming up on Saturday. Law enforcement 

officials across the state will be out this weekend, collecting any expired or unwanted medication and, 

new this year, electronic vaping devices and cartridges. Residents should contact their local law 

enforcement agency for times and locations. (:15 Public Safety, Health 6:54, 7:54) 

A public dinner and live auction in Newport on Saturday will benefit Camp Capella, which serves children 

and adults with disabilities. The dinner starts at 4, and the auction starts at 6:30 at the Newport 

Recreation Center in the old elementary school. Find more information at camp capella dot org. (:10 

Community 6:54, 7:54) 

10-28-19 

The Maine Emergency Management agency is encouraging residents to have Go bags ready for each 
member of the family. A GO bag contains all items that would be necessary if you had to leave your 
home for 3 or 4 days, including medications and cellphone chargers. Find more info at Maine dot gov 
slash MEMA. (:10 Community 6:54, 7:54) 
 



Cancer survivors, their loved ones, and caregivers are invited to attend a special event in Bar Harbor. 
The theme of this year's Downeast Living with Cancer Conference is 'the many faces of survivorship.' 
Find more details at Beth Wright Cancer center dot org. (:10 Health 6:54, 7:54) 
 
10-29-19 
 
Old Town and Milford residents can sign up for free smoke alarms, through a Red Cross Program, have 

them installed by local firefighters, and receive free safety tips. To make an appointment, log onto Sound 

the Alarm dot org slash Maine. (:10 Public Safety, Community 6:54, 7:54) 

A Hermon car dealership is giving back by offering a free fire truck to a local fire department...they just 

haven’t decided which one will get it. From November 1st to the 10th, Economy Motors is inviting local 

departments to send an email, on their station letterhead, explaining why they could use it. Then they’ll 

post the list on Facebook and let the communities vote, to see who gets it. (:12 Public Safety, Community 

6:54, 7:54) 

10-30-19 

Maine law enforcement agencies have offered up some advice for parents of trick or treaters, like 
considering using makeup instead of masks, so the kids can see better. To make sure the kids are seen 
by drivers, they should carry flashlights and have reflective tape on their bags and costumes. And, 
Brewer Police say it’s a good idea to go to the door with the kids, and then check the candy when you 
get back home. (:15 Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 
 
10-31-19 
 
Central Maine Power is warning residents of a phone scam that claims to be from the utility and is 

threatening customers. Officials say the caller tells them they must pay at least 300 dollars on their bill or 

the power will be shut off in a matter of minutes. Anyone receiving a call like this is urged to hang up and 

contact CMP, using the number on their bill. (:15 Crime 6:54, 7:54) 

A groundbreaking ceremony will be held today at John Bapst Memorial High School, for a new addition. 
The new 15 thousand square foot gymnasium and fitness center will be constructed on Somerset Street, 
where the former Jewish Community Center stood. This morning's event will begin at 10:00, inside the 
Auditorium. (:10 Education 6:54, 7:54) 
 

11-1-19 
 
Governor Janet Mills is reminding Mainers that open enrollment for health insurance under the 

Affordable Car Act begins on Friday. Residents can get more information about their options on a new 

website, Cover ME dot gov. (:10 Health 6:54, 7:54) 

Firearm season for deer gets underway this weekend, with Saturday designated a ‘residents only’ day. 

Hunter’s breakfasts are planned around the state, including one in Old Town at Riverfront Park. From 5 



to 10, the Old Town Rotary Club will serve up eggs, ham, and all the fixin’s, all to support the club’s 

charitable work. (:10 Community 6:54, 7:54) 

11-4-19 

As residents being cleaning up their properties after the storm, fire officials remind them that a permit is 
required for any open burning. They advise raking up fallen leaves before setting yard debris on fire, to 
prevent the fire from spreading. Find more information at Maine burn permit dot com. (:10 Public Safety 
6:54, 7:54) 
 
Mainers will vote tomorrow on a hundred and five million dollar bond package and a constitutional 
amendment. The bond package would approve borrowing to improve roads, bridges, and other projects. 
The amendment would allow the legislature to come up with alternative ways for disable Mainers to 
sign citizens' initiatives or petitions. (:15 Economy 6:54, 7:54) 
 
11-5-19 
 
Some people who arrived in Machias, looking for a company from which they bought horse trailers, 
found out the company is a fake. Police say the people paid in advance for the trailers from an alleged 
business operating under the name 'Equine Station LLC.' (:10 Crime 6:54, 7:54) 
 

A Bangor organization that offers hope, support, and advocacy to victims of sexual assault is inviting the 

public to its annual dessert auction, November 22nd at the Masonic Hall on Union Street. Rape Response 

Services also provides education about healthy relationships, sexual harassment and other topics. Find 

more information at RRS Online dot org. (:12 Community 6:54, 7:54) 

11-6-19 

Bangor Public Works will be picking up yard debris knocked down by last week’s storm, as well their 

annual leaf pickup, which is going on now. The debris will be picked up next Tuesday. Residents are 

asked to keep their leaf and debris piles separate. (:10 Environment, Community 6:54, 7:54) 

Maine is one step closer to allowing the retail sale of marijuana, according to the state's office of 
marijuana policy, which says it has finalized rules to regulate the sales. Officials will now focus on 
application and licensing for prospective retailers. Potential sellers can register to complete 
fingerprinting for background checks and apply for an ID card from the state. (Economy 6:54, 7:54) 
 
11-7-19 
 
Personal information about approximately 30 thousand patients of a Southern Maine healthcare 
provider may have been compromised when an unauthorized person accessed employee accounts. A 
spokesperson for Inter-Med says medical info was not accessed, but names, birthdays, insurance 
information, and social security numbers may have been breached. (:15 Crime 6:54, 7:54) 
 
Brewer Police issued a reminder this week of the city’s winter parking ban, which took effect last Friday 
and lasts through April 15th. Vehicles are not allowed to park along the side of any city street between 



the hours of 11 p.m. and 7 a.m. Violators will be ticketed and towed. (:10 Public Safety, Community 
6:54, 7:54) 
 
11-13-19 
The public is invited to a living open house at the Beth Wright Cancer Center in Ellsworth on December 

11th. Along with tours and information about the facility, there will be a cooking demonstration. Find 

more information and sign up for the cooking class at Beth Wright Cancer Center dot org. (:10 Health 

6:54, 7:54) 

Bangor city officials have a new plan for keeping the city's homeless population safe in the winter 
months, by purchasing bus tickets to warmer climates for those who are willing to go. The BDN reports 
the city has spent about fourteen hundred dollars so far, to relocate nine people, who have no ties to 
the area. (:10 Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 
 
11-14-19 
 
The Bangor Water District is offering reminders on how to keep pipes in your home from freezing, 
including draining and shutting off outdoor faucets. When temperatures drop below freezing, you 
should open cupboard doors to make sure air circulates around the pipes, and open the faucets a little 
to keep the water moving. (:15 Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 
 
The OHI Brewer area food pantry got a special delivery on Wednesday afternoon when a dump truck 
loaded with donations stopped by their facility. This is the seventh year that local construction company, 
Nickerson and O'Day has made the contribution. The donations will be distributed to area families over 
the holidays. (:15 Community 6:54, 7:54) 
 
11-15-19 
 
The Bangor Police department is warning residents to be cautious of possible panhandling scams, 
especially this time of year. Sergeant Wade Betters says the city has an ordinance against aggressive 
panhandling, so residents should report anyone who pesters them on the street. Police advise donating 
to charitable agencies, rather than giving to people on the street. (:15 Crime, Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 
 
A donation drive at Shaw's in Bangor on Saturday will benefit an organization that helps seniors feed 
their pets. Bangor Police will be at the Main Street grocery store from 9 to 1 on Saturday, collecting 
donations of pet food, cat litter, toys, cash, and treats for the Furry Friends Food Bank. Find more 
information at EAAA dot org. (:15 Community 6:54, 7:54) 
 
11-18-19 
 
Game Wardens are cautioning hunters that it’s important to practice gun safety at all times. They say 
hunters should handle every gun as if it’s loaded, keep fingers off the trigger unless they’re immediately 
ready to shoot, and always keep the muzzle in a safe direction. In addition, they should always let 
someone know where they plan to hunt, in case they need to be found. (:15 Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 
 

The Feztival of Trees will begin this Thursday, with over 60 trees on display at the Anah Shrine building in 
Bangor. Visitors can purchase 50 cent tickets, and enter them in drawings for all the contents of 



whichever trees they hope to win. Find more information on the Anah Shrine Facebook page. (:10 
Community 6:54, 7:54) 

11-19-18 

The STEAMroller bus made a stop in Brewer this week, as it travels the state offering education 
opportunities to middle school students. STEAM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math, 
and the converted school bus has technology for hands-on learning. (:10 Education 6:54, 7:54) 
 

The Free the Z turkey drive gets underway this morning, with Townsquare Media employees camped 
out in the Brewer Hannaford parking lot. The goal this year is to gather 2019 turkeys, and they're 
accepting donations of both birds and cash, which will be distributed through Penquis Cap. (:10 
Community 6:54, 7:54) 
 
11-20-19 
 
The Better Business Bureau is warning residents about the dangers of participating in ‘Secret Sister’ gift 

exchanges, which pop up this time of year on social media. While it promises that, if you buy a single gift 

for someone, many others will send you gifts...the truth is that it’s a pyramid scheme, which is illegal. In 

addition, it forces you to give your address or email address to strangers, who could use it to steal your 

identity. (:15 Crime 6:54, 7:54) 

The Bangor Farmer’s Market has a new winter home, and it’s moving there after this Sunday’s last 

outdoor market. In past years, the merchants have sold their wares out of the Sea Dog, but this year the 

indoor marketplace will be located at 50 Cleveland Street, near the Challenger Learning Center. The 

market operates bi-weekly throughout the winter.  (:10 Community 6:54, 7:54) 

11-21-19 

Smokers are encouraged to put down their tobacco products today, during the Great American 

Smokeout. Anyone wishing to quit smoking can call the Maine Tobacco Helpline at 800-207-1230. Find 

more information at cancer dot org. (:10 Health 6:54, 7:54) 

The Brewer waterfront will glow tonight, as a way to recognize World Pancreatic Cancer Day. Folks will 

gather at Mason’s Brewing Company on Hardy Street from 6 to 7:30, and are encouraged to bring glow 

sticks and/or glow wear. In addition, there will be luminary bags on sale to honor people who’ve been 

impacted by the disease. (:10 Community, Health 6:54, 7:54) 

11-22-19 

The city of Bangor will no longer allow food service businesses to use polystyrene food containers in 
their sales and handling of food products. The National Resources Council of Maine says that more than 
250 million pieces of disposable dining containers are used in Maine every year. (:10 Environment 6:00) 
Parents have until November 29th to sign their children up for the Salvation Army’s Angel Tree program, 
which provides Christmas gifts to kids in need. Angel Trees are set up in the Bangor and Brewer Walmart 
stores, so people can purchase the gifts. Find more information at nne dot salvation army dot org slash 
Bangor. (:10 Community 6:54, 7:54) 



 
11-25-19 
 
The Maine CDC says the state currently has 51 acute cases of hepatitis C, so plans are in the works to 

launch a huge expansion of syringe exchanges. The goal is to have at least one exchange in all of the 16 

counties in Maine, so people dealing with substance use disorder can have access to clean needles. 

Bangor is one of seven communities that currently have a syringe program. (:15 Health 6:54, 7:54) 

The Jackman-Moose River Fire Department is the lucky recipient of a new fire truck, thanks to a car 
dealership in Hermon. Economy Motors picked up the truck at an auction and decided to allow the 
public to vote on which department got it for free. (:10 Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 
 
11-26-19 
 
The Maine Children's Home for Little Wanderers is in need of donations for their annual Christmas 
program, which provides gifts to more than seventeen hundred kids around the state. Each box contains 
not only toys, but also pajamas, and warm clothing. Learn more about what's needed and how to 
donate at Maine Children’s Home dot org. (:15 Community 6:54, 7:54) 
 
A dinner on Sunday in Ellsworth will recognize World AIDS day. Health Equity Alliance will host the 
dinner, being held at St. Dunstan's Episcopal Church at 6 Sunday evening to honor more than 15 
hundred Mainers currently living with HIV and AIDS. Find more information at Maine health equity dot 
org. (:10 Health 6:54, 7:54) 
 
11-27-19 
 
Officials say a recent surge in solicitation calls from people claiming to be fundraising for the State Police 

or Highway Patrol are not actually representing the agencies. While there is a non-profit agency that 

raises money, it’s done on a business-to-business basis. Anyone receiving one of these scam calls should 

just hang up. (:10 Crime, Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 

Eastern Maine Community College is now offering new program to train substance abuse counselors, 

the first of its kind in the community college system. The program meets state requirements for certified 

alcohol and drug counselors, and will focus primarily on the opioid epidemic, in hopes of meeting a 

growing need. (:10 Education 6:54, 7:54) 

12-2-19 

It's Cyber Monday, and the department of Homeland Security is offering tips on how to stay safe while 
making online purchases. Some tips include using a credit card, rather than a debit card, creating strong 
passwords, and visiting sites with good reputations. Find more information at CISA dot gov. (:10 Crime 
6:54, 7:54) 
 

The Green Acres Kennel Shop is collecting donations for the Eastern Area Agency on Aging's Furry 
Friends Food Bank. Financial donations accepted through the end of the month will help to purchase pet 



food at wholesale prices, to help senior citizens feed their pets. Find more information at green acres 
slash donate dot com. (:10 Community 6:54, 7:54) 
 
12-3-19 
 
Triple A New England is offering some tips on staying safe while out holiday shopping this year, including 

making sure your vehicle is locked whenever it’s left unattended, with the windows all the way up. 

Experts advise never leaving a spare ignition key hidden on the vehicle, and keeping bags and packages 

out of plain sight. (:10 Crime, Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 

Holiday shoppers are invited to a Christmas Fair, this Saturday, at the First Congregational Church in 

Ellsworth. From 8 to 2, folks will find everything from books and puzzles, to crafts and jewelry, as well as 

refreshments in the coffee shop. (:10 Community 6:54, 7:54) 

12-4-19 

The Bangor Fire Department is asking residents to help clean out the area around fire hydrants in their 
neighborhoods. It can take the city several days to get to all the hydrants, so they're asking residents to 
shovel a three foot area around them to make access easy. (:10 Public Safety, Community 6:54, 7:54) 
 
Pet owners are reminded to check their animals’ paws for any hard packed snow that can cause pain. 

Their time outside should be limited and long-haired dogs should be brushed at least once a week to 

remove matted hair and keep their natural insulator working as well as possible. Find more tips at Green 

Acres Kennel dot com. (:10 Health 6:54, 7:54) 

12-5-19 

Residents are encouraged to take precautions after the first flu-related death was reported last week. 
Health officials with the Maine CDC say the best protection is a flu shot, which won't prevent catching 
the flu, but will greatly diminish the symptoms and duration. (:10 Health 6:54, 7:54) 
 

Pest experts say this is the best time of year to get rid of a species of caterpillar that can cause a painful 
rash in humans. Find more information on how to take care of browntail moth caterpillars at Maine dot 
gov slash dacf. (:08 Environment, Health 6:54, 7:54) 
 
12-6-19 
 
A Hampden detox center has expanded its services to include clients in the Downeast and Northern 

parts of Maine. In addition, patients will not have to be cleared through the emergency room to seek 

help from New Horizons. Find more information about the program at wellspring Maine dot com. (:10 

Health 6:54, 7:54) 

The U.S. Postal Service always has the safety of its postal carriers in mind, but especially this time of year 
with the winter weather and increased mail volume. Residents are asked to keep their walkways, steps, 
driveways, and sidewalks shoveled and sanded, to prevent slips and falls. (:10 Environment 6:54, 7:54) 
 



12-9-19 
 
The Salvation Army works all year, helping the community with everything from Christmas assistance, a 
food pantry, heating assistance, and summer camps. All those programs are made possible, in part, by 
donations made in the red kettles that are set up right now outside retail locations around the area. 
Organizers hope people will give generously to allow them to continue their good works. (:15 
Community, Economy 6:54, 7:54) 
 
A Waterville-based children's Christmas program that serves more than 17 hundred kids, statewide, is in 
desperate need of donations. Each gift box contains two sets of mittens and hats, warm pajamas, one 
outfit, a coloring, crayons or markers, two toys, and a game for the whole family. Find more information 
about what's needed at Maine Children's Home dot org. (:10 Community 6:54, 7:54) 

12-10-19 

A smash and grab-type theft in Bath is a good reminder to keep valuables out of sight when leaving your 

vehicle unattended. A Georgia man broke out the window of a parked car and allegedly stole a purse, 

before taking off in another vehicle. Purses, wallets, electronics, and holiday presents should be removed 

from the vehicle, or moved to the trunk with the vehicle securely locked.  (:15 Crime, Public Safety 6:54, 

7:54) 

Some kids in Bangor have presents for themselves and their families for the holidays, thanks to the Shop 
with a Cop program. Bangor Police teamed up with C and L Aviation to help 13 kids, giving each a 
shopping budget, to spend on their loved ones. The kids will be heading to the police department today 
to wrap their gifts. (:10 Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 
 
12-11-19 
 
A broken sewer line, over the weekend, has resulted in nearly 35 million gallons of sewage being 

dumped into the Kennebec River. Officials say a quick fix to a sewer main break in November failed, and 

a burst pipe caused the leak. (:10 Environment 6:54, 7:54) 

After making a public plea for new or used rock band instruments, the Veazie Community School has 
received 32 instruments. Donations came from all parts of Maine, and from several other states, 
including New Jersey, Michigan, and New Hampshire. Music teacher Mike Arell came up with the 
modern band program to get more kids interested in music. (:15 Education, Community 6:54, 7:54) 
 
12-12-19 
 
Governor Janet Mills unveiled an economic plan this week that seeks to raise wages at 10 percent and 

grow Maine’s talent pool of skilled workers by 75 thousand people. It also hopes to increase the value of 

products produced in the state. These proposals come at a time when thousands of workers are 

expected to retire from the workforce.  (:10 Economy 6:54, 7:54) 

The public is invited in for a free community Christmas breakfast in Trenton. Big Cat’s Catering and Event 

Center is hosting the breakfast from 7 to 10 a.m. and will have some free giveaways, as well as a 



breakfast buffet. Find more information on the Facebook page for Big Cat’s Catering. (:10 Community 

6:54, 7:54) 

12-13-19 

Health officials remind Mainers that the window to sign-up for health coverage from Affordable 
Healthcare through HealthCare dot gov closes Sunday at midnight. DHHS officials say more than 42 
thousand people now have access to critical healthcare through the expansion of Medicare. Residents 
can get more information about their options at Cover ME dot gov. (:15 Health 6:54, 7:54) 
 
Parents are invited to attend a free seminar at the Maine Discovery Museum Saturday about age 
appropriate media use and screen time. Northern Light Primary Care will also be offering free flu shots 
for kids and adults. No RSVP is needed for the seminar that starts at 11 a.m. and includes free admission 
to the museum. (:15 Education 6:54, 7:54) 
 
12-23-19 
 
The merger of Northern Light Eastern Maine Medical Center and Mayo Regional Hospital is being 
contested by the town of Cambridge and about three dozen area residents who collectively own the 
Dover-Foxcroft health center. They claim the special legislation that allowed the merger was 
unconstitutional. The merger is close to completion but still needs approval from state regulators. (:15 
Economy 6:54, 7:54) 
 

12-24-19 
 
Bangor City Councilors voted unanimously on Monday night to forgive the debt owed to the city by the 
now defunct American Folk Festival. Organizers decided to end the annual festival due to financial 
reasons. When the decision was made, the festival still owed just over 100 thousand dollars to the 
city. (:10 Economy 6:54, 7:54) 
 
Health officials advise residents to sing to themselves while they wash their hands, in order to stave off 

flu germs. Singing ‘Happy Birthday to You’ twice, will stretch the handwashing to about 20 seconds, 

which is the optimum time for killing any contagious germs. Find more information at Maine dot gov 

slash MEMA. (:10 Health 6:54, 7:54) 

12-26-19 

The Maine Warden Service is advising residents to use caution right now when going out on the ice, 
urging people to check the thickness of the ice repeatedly, while crossing it. They say if you do fall in, 
don't panic, kick your legs to get onto solid ice, and then roll to safety. (:10 Public Safety, Environment 
6:54, 7:54) 
  
A program through the University of Maine Cooperative Extension, which provides fresh produce for 
people in need, has reached 3 million pounds of donations. Maine Harvest for the Hunger began in 2000 
and donated more than 193 thousand pounds of produce from more than 120 farms in Maine this year, 
for a retail value of more than 300 thousand dollars. (:10 Community 6:54, 7:54) 
 



12-27-19 
 
The Salvation Army’s Red Kettle Campaign fell short of its goal by about 10 thousand dollars this year. 
Now, organizers in the Bangor Citadel Corps are looking for ways to make up the funds that are used for 
a variety of programs, from heating assistance to summer camps. (:07 Economy, Community 6:54, 7:54) 
 
 
It will be an early New Year’s Eve celebration in Winter Harbor as a giant lobster will be lowered at 8 

p.m. That’s so 17 area school children who helped to make the lobster, can see it drop from the top of 

Hammond Hall. The children are members of the Schoodic Arts for All’s after-school art club.(:07 

Education 6:54, 7:54) 

12-30-19 

Scientists in Maine are working on a plan to feed seaweed to cows to gauge whether it can help reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions that contribute to climate change. About a quarter of the methane in the 

country comes from cows, and researchers believe the seaweed will help cut down on the amount of 

emissions caused by digestive gas. (:10 Environment 6:54, 7:54) 

12-31-19 

Members of the key club at Nokomis High School stopped by a local grocery store to put stickers on 

bottles and boxes of alcohol, reminding adults that it’s illegal to provide alcohol to minors. It’s all part of 

their sticker shock campaign that aims to discourage underage drinking, and is done in partnership with 

local law enforcement. (:10 Education, Community 6:54, 7:54) 

On January 6th, students and staff at 32 Maine elementary schools will participate in the third annual 

Winterkids Winter games. It’s an outdoor physical activity and nutrition competition that encourages 

children to develop healthy habits over the course of four weeks. Over 7 thousand kids will be competing 

for a possible 5 thousand dollar grand prize for their school.  (:15 Education, Health 6:54, 7:54) 

4th QUARTER MAINE CONCERNS TOPICS 2019 
 

October 1 – December 31, 2019 
 
"Townsquare Media Maine Concerns" is a long-form interview segment running every Sunday 
morning at 6:20 A.M. (WWMJ), 11:10 A.M. (WDEA), 6:00am (WQCB), 6:00 am (WBZN), and 6:12AM 
(WEZQ) 
 
Each of the Maine Concerns reports is between 24 and 25 minutes in length. The following reports 
aired during the 4th quarter of 2019. 
 
10-6-19 Health, Community, Education, Economy (Length: 24:53) 
 

Pound the Pavement – Cindy Campbell chats with Christina Parrish, founder of the Purple Iris 
Foundation, about the upcoming charity color run/walk. Parrish explains her own battle with 



pancreatic cancer and how it inspired her to start the foundation that raises awareness of the 
disease, and offers support groups, online support, and more for patients.  
 
Free Tuition for U-Maine – Cindy talks with Mila Tappan of the Finance Authority of Maine about the 
process of applying for financial aid, by using the Free Student Aid Application, or FAFSA. This year, in 
addition to the usual grants, loans, and scholarships, the University of Maine system is offering more 
than 1,200 high school students free tuition and fees for a year. Tappan explains the process, and 
reveals the staggering amount of aid that goes unused each year because people think they won’t 
qualify for any assistance. She also explains it’s important to sign up now to be eligible for as much 
money as possible.  
 

10-13-19 Health, Community, Education (Length: 24:48) 
 

Cancer Support Groups – Cindy Campbell talks with Purple Iris Foundation founder Christina Parrish 
about virtual cancer support groups offered by the organization. There are groups for patients, 
survivors, family members, and caregivers, which Parrish explains is one of the most important, 
because they often can’t get away to attend a meeting in person. She also discusses the Pound the 
Pavement fundraiser and the Purple Elves program, which helps families affected by cancer at 
Christmas.  
 
Dirigo Reads – With the program now in its second month, Cindy chats with founder Dan Cashman 
about the process of delivering free books each month to every first grader in 6 schools. The goal is to 
encourage children to read for pleasure through the program that aims to facilitate 1st graders in 
every school in the state by 2025.  

 
10-20-19 Health, Community, Public Safety (Length: 24:39) 
 

Halloween Pets – Cindy Campbell talks with Green Acres Kennel Shop owner, Don Hanson, about 
how to keep pets safe for Halloween. He offers tips including keeping them in a quiet room, away 
from trick-or-treaters, unhooking the doorbell, and not letting them have candy.  
 
Maine Flu Season – Cindy talks with Dr. Siiri Bennett after the Maine CDC issued a warning about the 
possibility of a rough flu season. Dr. Bennett explains the symptoms of the flu, how to avoid getting 
sick, and what to do once you are sick. She details things like handwashing, keeping hands away from 
the face, and the medications available to help diminish the symptoms.  
 
Fire Safety – Jake Johnson of the Bangor Fire Department shares some fire safety tips with Cindy, 
including how to dispose of ashes, the importance of getting furnaces and chimneys cleaned, and 
how to develop an escape plan for the family.  
 

10-27-19 Education, Health, Community, Economy, Environment (Length 24:55)  
 

Maine Discovery Museum – Cindy Campbell talks with the Executive Director of the Maine Discovery 
Museum about the non-profit’s educational programs, and an upcoming fundraiser. Niles Parker 
discusses the hands-on educational programs that travel to area schools, and the fact that the 
museum is not state funded. He details an upcoming art and experience auction that will help fund 
the programs.  
 



Carbon Monoxide Poisoning – After a recent storm that left much of the state without electricity, 
Cindy talks with State Toxicologist Andrew Smith about Carbon Monoxide Poisoning. He talks about 
symptoms of exposure, what to do if you think you’ve been exposed, and the importance of having 
working detectors. In addition, he details dangerous activities, like not properly venting generators 
and working on engines in an enclosed room.  
 
211 Maine – Cindy shares an interview with 211 Maine Program Manager Nikki Busman about the 
database that covers everything from animal shelters to food pantries. She talks about the difficulties 
with finding available resources in each community, and that 211 Maine has information about all of 
them. Always a valuable tool, it’s especially crucial in the colder months, as people search for 
warming shelters, heat assistance, and help with property damage and maintenance. 
 

11-3-19 Health, Community, Public Safety, Economy (Length: 24:53) 
 

Relay for Life of Hancock County – Cindy Campbell chats with Brandy Marchetti who, along with the 
help of a partner, has compiled a calendar, to raise money for the American Cancer Society. The 
calendar models are women of all shapes and sizes, including two cancer survivors. All the money 
raised helps support cancer patients in Maine.  
 
LifeFlight of Maine – Cindy talks with Melissa Arndt and Cindy Beaton of LifeFlight about this air 
ambulance service. They explain who they serve, how they’re funded, and the challenges they face, 
including finding valid landing sites, quickly. They’re currently fundraising for a new helicopter to add 
to their fleet.  
 
Welcome to Housing Bangor - Cindy Campbell talks with founder Chris Olsen about Welcome to 
Housing, an organization that collects donations of household items and gives them to people making 
big transitions. The items that range from furniture to cookware and toiletries are used to help 
people in shelters who are moving into permanent housing or domestic violence victims who are 
starting over. The organization needs volunteers who can help move the items. Olsen also talks about 
an educational program  he hopes to start that will inform these folks about paying bills, making a 
budget, and paying taxes.  
 

11-10-19 Health, Community, Environment (Length: 24:58) 
 

Maine Discovery Museum – Cindy Campbell talks with the Executive Director of the Maine Discovery 
Museum about the non-profit’s educational programs, and an upcoming fundraiser. Niles Parker 
discusses the hands-on educational programs that travel to area schools, and the fact that the 
museum is not state funded. He details an upcoming art and experience auction that will help fund 
the programs.  
 
Relay for Life of Hancock County – Cindy Campbell chats with Brandy Marchetti who, along with the 
help of a partner, has compiled a calendar, to raise money for the American Cancer Society. The 
calendar models are women of all shapes and sizes, including two cancer survivors. All the money 
raised helps support cancer patients in Maine.  
 
Bangor Greendrinks – Cindy chats with Bangor Greendrinks Chair Greg Edwards about the 
organization that helps to fund environmental projects around the greater Bangor area. From trail 
maps to environmental grants, the group uses different methods to not only improve the local 



environment, but encourage people to get out and enjoy it. And they do all of it through a monthly 
series of parties.  
 
Maine Flu Season – Cindy talks with Dr. Siiri Bennett after the Maine CDC issued a warning about the 
possibility of a rough flu season. Dr. Bennett explains the symptoms of the flu, how to avoid getting 
sick, and what to do once you are sick. She details things like handwashing, keeping hands away from 
the face, and the medications available to help diminish the symptoms.  
 

11-17-19 Economy, Education, Community, Public Safety, Health (24:38) 
 

Finance Authority of Maine – Mila Tappan of FAME Maine gives details about the types of financial 
aid available to students for higher education, including grants, federal and direct loans, and 
scholarships. She explains the importance of filling out the FAFSA, what parents should have with 
them before beginning the process, and where they can get more information.  
 
Fire Safety – Jake Johnson, Education Officer at the Bangor Fire Department, runs through some basic 
fire safety tips, including the importance of getting heating systems and chimneys cleaned. He also 
talks about how to safely dispose of ashes, proper safety procedures for woodstoves, and the 
importance of smoke detectors and escape plans.  
 
Cancer Support Groups - Cindy Campbell talks with Purple Iris Foundation founder Christina Parrish 
about virtual cancer support groups offered by the organization. There are groups for patients, 
survivors, family members, and caregivers, which Parrish explains is one of the most important, 
because they often can’t get away to attend a meeting in person. 
 

11-24-19 Health, Economy, Education, Community (Length: 24:56) 
 

Next Step Domestic Violence Project – Cindy Campbell chats with Executive Director, Dorathy Martel, 
about the many services provided to victims of domestic violence. Next Step offers everything from a 
24/7 hotline, to counselors, temporary and more long-term housing, educational opportunities, and 
help finding a job. In addition, they offer some financial counseling for people who have never been 
on their own before.  
 
Salvation Army Angel Tree – Captain Rebecca Kirk talks with Cindy about the Angel Tree program, 
which provides Christmas gifts to kids in need. She explains the process of signing children up for the 
program, and how people can donate toys. In addition, Captain Kirk explains the SA’s heat assistance 
program.  
 
211 Maine – Cindy talks with Program Manager Nikki Busman about how residents can find services, 
like the one’s we’ve discussed earlier in the program, in their own communities by using 211 Maine. 
The service offers helplines and a website, which has listings of agencies and programs throughout 
Maine, from food pantries, to heat assistance, Christmas help, and substance use disorder programs.  
 

12-1-19 Health, Community, Education, Economy (Length: 24:32) 
 

Hope House – Cindy Campbell talks with Director Ann Giggey about the PCHC Hope House Health 
and Living Center in Bangor. Giggey explains the many services they provide for the area homeless 



population, including an emergency shelter, soup kitchen, transitional housing, new-renter education, 
and a medical clinic. 
 
World AIDS Day – Cindy chats with Care Program Manager Alyson Tarr of Health Equity Alliance 
about the programs and services it provides to HIV and AIDS patients in Maine. She discusses the 
importance of education, the advances that have been made in treating the disease, and the funding 
that’s needed to keep the programs running.  
 
Salvation Army – Captain Rebecca Kirk of the Bangor Citadel Corps details the many services 
provided by the Salvation Army, including the Red Kettle program, which funds many of the other 
services. Kirk talks about the Angel Tree program, children’s camps, soup kitchen, and heating 
assistance, as well.  
 
Flu Season – As we all head into holiday gatherings, Cindy talks with Dr. Siiri Bennett about flu season 
and how to avoid getting sick. She talks about the importance of washing hands, keeping hands away 
from the face, and covering our coughs. In addition, she explains the treatments that are available to 
anyone who does end up getting sick.  
 

12-8-19 Public Safety, Health, Community, Economy (Length: 24:35) 
 

Christmas Fire Safety – Cindy Campbell talks with Jake Johnson of the Bangor Fire Department about 
a variety of fire safety topics, including holiday decorating. He discusses the importance of getting 
cool lights to go on the tree and not overloading extension cords, as well as how to avoid catching 
your tree on fire. In addition, Johnson talks about keeping heat systems clean and well-maintained, 
smoke detectors and escape plans.  
 
CO Poisoning – Now that the snow has started piling up, Cindy chats with Andrew Smith of the Maine 
CDC about how to avoid carbon monoxide poisoning, including making sure all heater and dryer vents 
are kept clear of snow, and properly venting generators. In addition, Smith lists the symptoms of CO 
poisoning and what to do if you’re exposed.  
 
Hope House – Cindy Campbell talks with Director Ann Giggey about the PCHC Hope House Health 
and Living Center in Bangor. Giggey explains the many services they provide for the area homeless 
population, including an emergency shelter, soup kitchen, transitional housing, new-renter education, 
and a medical clinic. 
 

12-15-19 Public Safety, Health, Community (Length: 24:46) 
 

Holden Police Department – Cindy Campbell talks with Holden Police Chief Chris Greeley about the 
department’s 25 Days of Kindness promotion. Throughout the month of December, leading up to 
Christmas, officers find ways to give back to the community, by giving toys to kids in need, shoveling a 
driveway for an elderly resident, or any way they can find to help their local community members.  
 
Salvation Army – With just over a week left til Christmas, Cindy talks with Captain Rebecca Kirk of the 
Bangor Citadel Corps about the Red Kettle program. Captain Kirk details the many ways the funds 
raised by the kettles is used, including heating assistance, a food pantry and meals for those in need, 
to the group’s Christmas program, and even sending kids to summer camp.  
 



Next Step Domestic Violence Project - Cindy Campbell chats with Executive Director, Dorathy Martel, 
about the many services provided to victims of domestic violence. Next Step offers everything from a 
24/7 hotline, to counselors, temporary and more long-term housing, educational opportunities, and 
help finding a job. In addition, they offer some financial counseling for people who have never been 
on their own before.  

 
NOTE: Due to vacation and holiday breaks, there was no Maine Concern programs for December 
22nd and 29th.  


